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Preface 
The idea of these prophecy booklets is simple: to encour-
age us in the times in which we live!  One of the best 
ways to do that is to pause  
occasionally from the present 
and take the time to read 
ahead!  By that I mean go to 
God’s Word and take a peek at 
how the story ends—how God 
wraps up His plan of redemp-
tion for mankind.    
As we do, I can guarantee we 
will be encouraged.  In these 
booklets are a few of the things 
that I found by reading ahead 
that greatly encouraged me.  
And so, I couldn’t help sharing them with you.    
In His grace,  
 
Kevin Redig 
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An Introduction 
Prophecy is difficult to teach, especially for me.  I like to 
study God’s Word until I am as sure as I can be that I  
understand what God has revealed and can communicate 
it in such a way that it is as clear and organized as possi-
ble.  Well, if you have ever studied prophecy, especially 
that which is yet to be fulfilled, then you know that it 
quickly becomes difficult to be certain about anything!  
Further, there are so many competing ideas that it is 
enough to make your head spin.   
So why teach prophecy at all?  Isn’t it divisive?  Isn’t it 
better to concentrate on the much more clearly-revealed 
doctrines of the Christian life?  Good questions!  Here is 
the other side of the story: More than 30 percent of the 
Bible was prophetic at the time it was written.  If we  
ignore the prophetic, we are going to be ignoring large 
portions of God’s revelation to us!   
Further, I don’t think we realize how much our hope as 
Christians—and we most certainly are to be a hope-
centered people—is wrapped up in the prophetic.   For 
example, if we really are aliens and strangers on this 
earth . . . longing for a better country—a heavenly one 
(Hebrews 11:13,16), then we are longing for promises 
that find their fulfillment in the future.  In other words, we 
long for promises that are fulfilled prophecy.  As another 
example, Paul exhorts the church to turn from sin, pursue 
godliness—all while expectantly waiting for our Blessed 
Hope!  And what is the Blessed Hope of the Church?  It is 
the: 

 . . . glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, 
Jesus Christ . . .                Titus 2:13    

The hope of the Church resides in a prophetic promise!    
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Finally, the really big reason I want to share with you a 
number of things that fall into the realm of prophecy is that 
I want to encourage us in the day in which we live.  The 
news today is filled with so much that is bad.  The trends 
that we see in our nation and globally are downward.  
Add a pandemic and the endless follow-up, and there are 
a hundred and one things that can distract us from our 
walk with the Lord and can easily lead to discouragement. 
  To counter this, the Lord has provided Truth upon which 
to stand in the present and promises which are certain to 
be fulfilled in the future.  If we are ignorant of what is to 
come (prophecy), or don’t regularly refresh our memory 
by reading ahead to re-familiarize ourselves with what is 
to come, we will lose out on the encouragement and con-
fidence that could be ours.    

Equally to the point, I don’t think the spiritual condition of 
our nation or fallen world is going to improve any time 
soon.  This is yet another reason to focus upon what lies 
ahead in the fulfillment of God’s great plan of redemption.  
Scripture says it this way:  

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him 
to show His servants what must soon take place . . .  
Blessed is the one who reads the words of this 
prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and 
take to heart what is written in it, because the time 
is near.             Revelation 1:1,3 
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And anecdotally, one wise elderly saint provided his own 
interpretation: 
The pastor happened upon one of his congregation 
reading his Bible in a quiet corner of the Fellowship 
Hall.  He was surprised to note he was reading the 
Book of Revelation.  He asked this faithful member of 
his congregation if he understood what he was reading.  
The man replied, “There is much of which I am not  
certain, but the main thrust of how things wrap up 
seems pretty straightforward—Jesus wins!” 

Now you know the why, let’s turn to the content I have 
found so encouraging. 

I.  God has always been 
pleased to reveal what  

is to come! 
God promised to send a Savior in Genesis 3, and Jesus 
promised to return to this earth in Acts 8.  Then, every-
where in between, God has always delighted in telling us 
what He is going to do before it happens.  We’ll use the 
following passage from Isaiah as further evidence of this 
truth:   

“For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and 
there is none like Me, declaring the end from the 
beginning, and from ancient times things that are 
not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I 
will do all My pleasure . . . ’”        Isaiah 46:9-10 

In essence, God is telling us: I am going to tell you ahead 
of time what is going to happen.  I am going to declare 
the outcome before it occurs—sometimes long before it 
occurs.  And whether it looks likely or not, every last  
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detail of what I have proclaimed ahead of time is going to 
be accomplished, with absolute certainty, right on sched-
ule and right down to the last detail!   
Why would God delight to do this?  So that it would be 
crystal clear in our thinking that our sovereign, omnipo-
tent, loving God stands above all! 
Now, we don’t have time to study the context for the  
Isaiah scripture fully, so let me give it to you in a nutshell: 
The people have grieved God by their sin to the extent 
that He is going to: 1) Exile them from the land of Israel; 
and 2) bring them back into the land of Israel after their  
judgement for sin has been completed.  
God is matter-of-factly moving nations around like pieces 
on a chess board—even naming the pagan king who 
would decree Israel’s return to their land.  He is delighting 
once again to make known the end from the beginning! 

Already there are some things  
you need to know. 

1. The lost world will not accept the prophetic! 
What have the academic elite, including many seminary 
theologians, done with the above passage and its context?  
They have dismissed Isaiah as its author for one simple 
reason: Isaiah could never have known ahead of time the 
name of the king who would allow Israel to return to the 
land.  Yet the text provides that name 150 years in  
advance.  Instead of allowing for prophecy, they have 
postulated that a second, or even third, Isaiah wrote the 
text after the fact.  In short, intellectual elites continually 
have dismissed the divine authorship of Scripture, as well 
as the entire concept of prophecy because of the blind  
academic rejection of the supernatural.   
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2. We need to settle this in our own thinking!   
Our God has distin-
guished Himself 
above all else by  
declaring what He is 
going to do ahead of 
time and then doing 
it!  In doing so over 
and over again, He 
has put on display 
His omniscience, 
sovereignty, and  
omnipotence.  Is this 
a good thing?  It 
most certainly is! 
Promises associated 
with things like eter-
nity, heaven, a res-
urrection body, and 
eternal life have originated from this same God! 
This should be all we need to know to start searching the 
Scriptures to see what kinds of things God has made 
known.  Specifically, we should look for those things that 
are yet to be fulfilled.  In other words, we should find out 
what lies ahead.  As we study, we will find what lies 
ahead includes things like: the end of Gentile rulership 
over this earth, Israel’s future, the Second Coming of  
Jesus, what happens following His return, mankind’s  
judgement, and eternity to come.  In all of these, it has 
delighted God to tell us ahead of time what He is going to 
do!  Knowing ahead of time, we can be greatly encour-
aged!  We can see that things are under God’s control!   
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Let me close this first topic with a few 
points of application.  

1. We must evaluate what dominates our thinking! 
Between history as reported by man (the news) and 
prophecy as recorded by God, I 
know which one clamors more 
loudly for our attention.  But, the 
issue for the Christian is which one 
dominates our thinking?  Though 
the machinations of man dominate 
the news, the plans of God domi-
nate the Scriptures.  Consider 
these questions: 
 Which one contains the Truth?   
 Which one should inform our souls?    
That which is actually going to happen, as revealed ahead 
of time by God, should most certainly be the object of our 
hope for the future.  
2.  We need to understand there will be difficulties! 
This is not to say that we are not going to have difficulties 
along the way.  The world in which we live is fallen and 
seems to be hellbent on getting worse.  But what we can 
know by reading ahead is the following:  

For our light and momentary troubles are achieving 
for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  
So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what 
is unseen.  For what is seen is temporary, but what 
is unseen is eternal.          II Corinthians 4:17-18 

Fixing our eyes of faith upon what is to come is what 
makes current circumstances light and momentary  
troubles.  What is unseen and eternal are the prophetic 
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promises of God declared to His people in His Word!   
I know whom I have believed, (the Lord Jesus Christ) 
and am persuaded that He is able to guard what I 
have entrusted to Him for that day (the day when He 
closes out the history of this earth and ushers in eternity). 
               II Timothy 1:12 

II.  God has a very, very 
good track record! 

When I say that God has a very good track record, I mean 
that what He declares in His Word is true.  Not only has 
He many, many times delighted to declare what is to 
come, but He also has a perfect performance record!  He 
has never  failed to fulfill, in His time frame, a prophetic 
promise.  Of course, there are many promises still pend-
ing, but not one single promise that has come to fruition 
has failed to be fulfilled exactly as God intended.  

Let’s consider one example! 
Let’s look at how thoroughly and completely God brought 
to pass what He promised to accomplish in the text of 
Genesis Chapter 15.  In the immediate context, God has 
promised to give to Abraham progeny that will become a 
great nation, a land for that nation, and a descendant 
who will be a blessing to the whole world.  It should be no 
surprise to us that every single one of these prophetic 
promises has been fulfilled.  But I want to draw your at-
tention to these two verses:  

Then the Lord said to him, “Know for certain that 
your descendants will be strangers in a country not 
their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated 
four hundred years.   But I will punish the nation 
they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come 
out with great possessions.”     Genesis 15:13-14 
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God has given specific detail regarding the offspring of 
Abraham—prophecy that covers 
a period of 400 years.  We can 
take the above text and summa-
rize it in the graphic at right.  In 
short, Abraham’s descendants 
are in for a rough time in Egypt.  
But, God will judge the Egyp-
tians and, in a startling turn of 
events, the one-time slaves will 
plunder their slave masters as 
they come out of captivity.  This 
is the kind of prophecy where the one giving it has gone 
way out on a limb because it gives details about events 
more than 400 years in the future, and it involves the  
activities of an entire nation.   
Who can predict such things, much less bring them to fru-
ition?  Our sovereign, omniscient, omnipotent God—that’s 
Who!  Well, how did this all work out?  The text of Scrip-
ture documents this with great specificity as you can see 
in the chart below.  Every single item prophesied was ful-
filled and recorded in the first 12 chapters of the Book of 
Exodus.  And, should you investigate the text of Exodus, 
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Chapters 1-12, you will see this was the supernatural  
fulfillment of a divinely-given prophecy.   

Let me turn now to some  
summary and application. 

1. God does this over and over again.   
Do you realize how many examples of this same kind of 
fulfilled prophecy that we hold title to within the Scrip-
tures?  There are hundreds of them!  You see, it is not as 
if God made only one prediction and then somehow man-
aged to pull it off.  He has done it over and over and over 
again.  Here are just a few examples:  
 Esau (the older) will serve Jacob (the younger). 
 Joseph’s brothers will bow down to him. 
 I will tear ten tribes from Solomon’s son. 
 The Assyrians will never step foot in Jerusalem. 
 Israel will be exiled to Babylon for 70 years. 
 The virgin shall be with child. 
And, there are hundreds more! 

2.  God made predictions over a long period of time. 
God has been “declaring the end from the beginning . . .  
accomplishing His good pleasure”  (Isaiah 46:10) for a 
long, long time.  Why?  God is decisively demonstrating 
that He knows, controls, and superintends the outcome of 
all things!  You might say God is building a track record.    
The more our God demonstrates His capability, the more 
we should trust Him to accomplish all that He has prom-
ised, especially those promises yet pending. 
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3. Consider one who believed prophecy. 
Let’s take this discussion a step further by asking, “What 
does it look like when a person believes God regarding the 
future—believes pending prophecy?”  Consider Joseph:  

Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to 
die.  But God will surely come to your aid and take 
you up out of this land to the land He promised on 
oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.”  And Joseph 
made the sons of Israel swear an oath and said, 
“God will surely come to your aid, and then you 
must carry my bones up from this place.” 
            Genesis 50:24-25 

What is going on in the mind of Joseph?  First of all, he 
knew and believed the land promise that was part of the 
Abrahamic Covenant: 

“The whole land of Canaan, where you are now an 
alien, I will give as an everlasting possession to you 
and your descendants after you.”      Genesis 17:8   

Further, he knew, and believed, the promise in Genesis 15 
that the Jewish people would be enslaved in Egypt for 400 
years, come out with great possessions, and return to  
Canaan.  Are you following what happened?  Joseph be-
lieved the prophetic promises of God’s Word and ordered 
his life accordingly.  He knew God’s chosen people would 
one day return to Canaan and he didn’t want to be left 
behind in Egypt.  So he gave orders regarding his bones.  
To show you how well these orders were understood, and 
how firmly they must have been given, ponder this:   

Moses took the bones of Joseph with him because 
Joseph had made the sons of Israel swear an oath.  
He had said, “God will surely come to your aid, and 
then you must carry my bones up with you from this 
place.”            Exodus 13:19  
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When the nation of Israel departed 
from Egypt 400 years later, Moses 
made sure they took the bones of  
Joseph with them.  Joseph most cer-
tainly took the prophecy he had to 
heart!  What an absolute source of 
hope it must have been for generation 
after generation of young Jewish boys 
and girls, enslaved in Egypt, to hear  
the story of the great patriarch  
Joseph’s bones, and how they were 
one day going to the Promised Land.  
4. Understand prophecy’s purpose. 
Now you know the purpose of the pro-
phetic promises in God’s Word: to 
cause the people of God to order their 
behavior in keeping with an absolute assurance that God 
is going to do what He has said He will do!   
Paul certainly had that attitude, when, in the midst of  
persecution, he said: 

  . . . I know whom I have believed, and am con-
vinced that He is able to guard what I have entrust-
ed to Him for that day.         II Timothy 1:12  

5. Consider your response to prophecy! 
This is a good time for a little introspection: How are you 
and I doing in terms of trusting in the content of the  
prophetic Word?   How are we doing holding fast to the 
promises God has given us?   
Perhaps you are thinking, “What promises?”  As a Chris-
tian, it is not good to be unaware of what God has prom-
ised regarding the future.  Read further to learn a good 
deal about what is to come for us.   
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On the other hand, perhaps you are thinking, “Most 
prophecy sounds a bit far-fetched, so I don’t put much 
stock in it.”  I don’t know what you have heard because 
there is indeed a lot of wild speculation out there.  But, I 
can tell you this: If you have 
dismissed the clear content of 
the Word of God with respect 
to what is to come just be-
cause it is supernatural in  
nature, then you have too 
small a God.  Our God is 
above the natural.  He doesn’t 
have to follow the dictates of 
the natural.  And, He  will  
accomplish all that He desires 
including reaching out His  
omnipotent hand.  This same 
God—that brought the ten 
plagues on Egypt, brought 
two million slaves out of the 
most powerful nation on earth, blew a highway through 
the Red Sea to provide safe passage, and fed two million 
people daily for 40 years—this same God is not going to 
have any trouble accomplishing His future agenda! 
6. Here is the point of the study:   
God’s track record guarantees the future fulfillment of ALL 
pending prophecy!  In fact, we should have absolute con-
fidence with respect to the fulfillment of what is to come.  
Are we going to be like the unbelieving Egyptians and for-
getful Jews who had no recollection of how Abraham’s  
descendants arrived in Egypt or why they were brought 
there?  Or, are we going to be like Joseph, who knew 
God’s promises regarding the future and believed them? 
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III.  The Second Advent of 
Jesus is as real as the first! 

Thus far we have been reminded that God has always  
delighted to “declare the end from the beginning . . .  
from ancient times what is yet to come” and has done so 
countless times.  Further, His track-record of bringing to 
fruition all that He pleases, guarantees the future fulfill-
ment of all pending prophecy.  Perhaps you are wonder-
ing: What purposes are still outstanding?  What prophe-
cies are still pending?   
There are a number of major threads of prophecy we will 
examine.  But, when it comes to pending prophecy; there 
is one object of prophecy that stands above all others!  
There is one singular event that should occupy our think-
ing above all others!  The one object of prophecy that 
stands above all others is:   

The pending prophecy centered in the person  
of Jesus Christ! 

Testimony to Jesus is the spirit  
which underlies prophecy.    

The Weymouth translation of Revelation 19:10, above, 
says it all because Jesus is the central figure in all pending 
prophecy.  Perhaps you are thinking: 
 “What about Israel?”  Jesus is coming to rule over the 

children of Israel!   
 “What about the Tribulation?”  It is a time of prepara-

tion for His coming!     
No matter how many questions you might have about ma-
jor prophetic events, Jesus will be the center of every one.   
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The one singular event that should occupy our thinking 
above all others: Jesus is coming again! 
Our confidence in God’s ability to do all that He has said 
should already have been strengthened.  Now I want to 
center your attention upon the Lord Jesus Christ and His 
certain coming.  This is not to pick a date or establish a 
timeline, but to emphasize that His coming is our Blessed 
Hope!  Christ’s return should always be on our minds and 
regularly express itself as a prayer—Come Lord Jesus—
Maranatha!   
This hope anchored in the return of Christ was on the 
mind of the early Church, and it should be on ours as well.  
Let’s organize our thinking on the certain Second Coming 
of Jesus Christ.   

The Second Advent of Jesus Christ is real. 
1.  Prophecies were fulfilled at His First Coming. 
There are roughly 109 prophecies associated with the First 

Advent of our Lord: He was 
born of a virgin; a descendant 
of Abraham, of the tribe of  
Judah, of the house of David; 
He was a mighty healer; He 
would be betrayed for 30 pieces 
of silver by a close companion; 
He would be crucified between 
two criminals and buried with 
the rich; He would be raised 
from the dead and ascend to 
glory!  It is no surprise: Every-
thing God prophesied of Christ’s 

First Coming came to pass exactly as it was predicted.  
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2. Now let’s make the connection. 
Let’s connect the First Advent of Jesus with His Second by 
looking at a passage that should give us confidence for 
the future: 

Now when He had spoken these things, while they 
watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received 
Him out of their sight.  And while they looked stead-
fastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two 
men stood by them in white apparel, who also said, 
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into 
heaven?  This same Jesus, who was taken up from 
you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you 
saw Him go into heaven.”  Then they returned to 
Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is 
near Jerusalem . . .             Acts 1:9-12  

When the verse says, this same Jesus, let me submit to 
you that it can only be talking about the resurrected Jesus 
who had just given final instructions to His disciples.  
When it says that Jesus will so come in like manner, it is 
telling us that Jesus is going to come down out of the 
heavens and back to planet earth.  Revelation 1:7 speaks 
of that coming:   

Look, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye 
will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all 
the peoples of the earth will mourn because of Him.  
So shall it be!  Amen.        Revelation 1:7   

And, Zechariah 14:4 tells us the point at which He is going 
to return.  And, we should have been expecting it, for it is 
the point from which He departed:  

On that day His feet will stand on the Mount of  
Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the Mount of Olives 
will be split in two from east to west forming a 
great valley . . .     
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 3. Many more prophecies foretell His Second Coming. 
I mentioned earlier that there were 109 prophecies ful-
filled during the course of Jesus’ First Advent.  There are 
even more regarding His Second—at least 224.  Further, 
there are 300 references to the Lord’s return in the 260 
chapters of the New Testament.  One out of every 30 
verses refers to His Second Coming.  The writers of the 
New Testament wanted us to be focused upon, and  
confident in, the Lord’s certain return!   
It is no wonder they called the certain return of Jesus our 
Blessed Hope and defined it as: 

 . . . the glorious appearing of our great God and  
Savior Jesus, Christ . . .        Titus 2:13 

4. Earlier I said there is one singular event yet to 
 come.  Here it is: 

I saw heaven standing open and there before me 
was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful 
and True.  With justice He judges and makes war. 
His eyes are like blazing fire, and on His head are 
many crowns.  He has a name written on him that 
no one knows but He Himself.  He is dressed in a 
robe dipped in blood, and His name is the Word of 
God.  The armies of heaven were following Him,  
riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, 
white and clean.  Out of His mouth comes a sharp 
sword with which to strike down the nations.  “He 
will rule them with an iron scepter.”  He treads the 
winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty.   
             Revelation 19:11-15 

This is going to be a tremendously significant and awe-
inspiring event.  There are many aspects of it we will  
develop further.  But, for now, know that this is not an 
event to spiritualize, and it is not an allegory to describe  



17 

 What is going on in the heart of man.  Heaven is going to 
open and Jesus is going to return to this earth in awe-
some majesty as the King of kings and Lord of lords!   

5.  What must we avoid? 
The first thing we must avoid is skepticism!  

First of all, you must understand that in the last 
days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their 
own evil desires.  They will say, “Where is this com-
ing He promised?  Ever since our fathers died, eve-
rything goes on as it has since the beginning of  
creation.”  . . . The Lord is not slow in keeping His 
promise, as some understand slowness.  He is  
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance.    II Peter 3:3-9 

In our day, the number who believe in a literal and bodily 
return of Jesus to this earth, to set wrongs to right and to 
reign in majesty, are indeed dwindling.  We have both  
active scoffers and apathetic skeptics.  No, no—not for us!  
We should be actively engaged in holding out the hope of 
the Gospel, right in line with God’s desire that everyone 
should come to repentance, for that is the only reason He 
has not yet come! 
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The second thing to avoid is spiritualizing, allegorizing, or 
otherwise trying to dismiss the supernatural aspects of 
Jesus’ coming again.  
We cannot use electric lights and radios and, in the 
event of illness, avail ourselves of modern medical and 
clinical means and at the same time believe in the spirit 
and wonder world of the New Testament. 
               Rudolf Bultmann  
The resurrection itself is not an event of past history. 
               Rudolf Bultmann 

These quotes aren’t from a formal skeptic, but from a  
famous theologian!  Don’t listen to him!  Modern science’s 
understanding of the natural in no way impacts the super-
natural plans of God.  They did not in the least supersede 
His creative work of the past, and they will not govern a 
single aspect of His redemptive plans for the future.   

6.  Let’s close this topic with a point of application:  
Jesus is coming again.   
His second coming is going to be every bit as literal as His 
first  It is not allegory!  Lost mankind ignores His coming 
to their own great detriment.  For His coming is a precur-
sor of the  judgement to come, and the resurrection of  
Jesus is proof that this judgement is coming: 

. . . because He has appointed a day on which He 
will judge the world in righteousness by the Man 
whom He has ordained.  He has given assurance of 
this to all by raising Him from the dead.   Acts 17:31 

Some will rejoice at His coming, following in His train;  
some will mourn at what is to come.  Whether one 
mourns or rejoices depends upon his or her response to  
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the person and work of Jesus Christ:   
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but 
whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s 
wrath remains on him.         John 3:36 

IV.  Gentile dominion of this 
world is coming to an end! 

The fulfillment of all pending prophecy is right on God’s 
schedule.  As we have learned, the prophetic is first and 
foremost centered on the person of Jesus Christ and His 
certain Second Advent.  Now, we move on to another 
event, just as certain to come, for which most of the 
world is completely unprepared.  It is the end of Gentile 
(secular) rulership of this world.   

To show you this 
prophetic revelation, 
we will spend some 
time in the very first 
chapter of the Book 
of Daniel: 

In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of 
Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to  
Jerusalem and besieged it.  And the Lord delivered 
Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with 
some of the articles from the temple of God. These 
he carried off to the temple of his god in Babylonia 
and put them in the treasure house of his god. 
                Daniel 1:1-2 

The backstory on the above passage is as follows: There 
is sin in the land of Israel.  The Northern Kingdom spiraled 
down into idolatry first, and was taken into exile by the   

 



20 

Assyrians. The Southern Kingdom, centered in Jerusalem, 
slowly declined as well until they reached the point that:   

The Lord, the God of their fathers, sent word to 
them through His messengers again and again, 
because He had pity on His people and on His 
dwelling place.  But they mocked God’s messen-
gers, despised His words and scoffed at His 
prophets until the wrath of the Lord was aroused 
against His people and there was no remedy.   
He brought up against them the king of the  
Babylonians . . .       II Chronicles 36:15-16 

There was no remedy for this idolatrous nation other than 
God’s hand of  judgement, so into exile went the Southern 
Kingdom.  This is the first deportation which occurred in 
606-605 BC, where the Book of Daniel begins.  Although 
we are not studying Daniel, it will be helpful to understand 
it’s intent. 
The Book of Daniel answers a key question. 
1.  The Book of Daniel asks, “Who’s in charge?”  
The book decisively gives the answer to this question: The 
Most High God is in charge! 
2. The book establishes God is still with Israel. 
In Daniel 1:2, we might be tempted to conclude that  
Babylon is more powerful than Israel.  The Babylonians 
certainly thought so, for as was the habit of their day, 
they put the treasures of Israel’s temple into the treasure 
house of their god to prove the superiority of their gods.  
But what sayeth the Word of God?  

“But when the seventy years are fulfilled, I will pun-
ish the king of Babylon and his nation, the land of 
the Babylonians, for their guilt,” declares the Lord, 
“and will make it desolate forever.”    Jeremiah 25:12 
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Do you see the reality of the situation?   
The only reason the Babylonians were able 
to carry the people of Israel into captivity 
was because God used them to do so.  
When their judgement is over, God brings 
His people back into the Land and punishes 
Babylon.  Who is in charge?  Why, the Most 
High God is in charge! 
3. Daniel clearly shows God’s sovereignty. 
The Scriptures are very clear on this matter of earthly 
power and sovereignty!   

The Most High God is sovereign over the kingdoms 
of men and gives them to anyone He wishes . . .   
                 Daniel 4:17    
He makes nations great, and destroys them; He  
enlarges nations and disperses them.    Job 12:23 

It is time for a point of application. 
Is the Most High God sovereign over the affairs of men in 
our day?  Are Daniel 4:17 and Job 12:23 true in the twen-
ty-first century?  Our so-called Christian nation is most 
definitely not acting like it.  We are promoting sin on such 
a wide variety of fronts that it is hard to keep track of it 
all.  And, while we are doing so, we are acting like the  
decrees of God carry no weight and He is unable to reach 
in and judge our technologically-advanced nation.  We are 
no different than the people of Jeremiah’s day, just before 
Israel went into exile:   

“The house of Israel and the house of Judah have 
been utterly unfaithful to me," declares the Lord. 
They have lied about the Lord; they said, "He will do 
nothing! No harm will come to us; we will never see 
sword or famine. The prophets are but wind and the 
word is not in them . . . "               Jeremiah 5:11-13 
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The Church should not be the least bit fooled or discour-
aged.  We, of all people, should know who is in charge 
—the Most High God!  He is more than able to reach into 
every area of our national existence and humble us.  In 
fact, I believe the Most High God is already doing so!   
As we move into Daniel Chapter 2, Daniel and a number 
of his fellow Jewish exiles have been taken into the ser-
vice of the king of Babylon.  At this point, it would be 
helpful for you to read Daniel 2.  The short version is that 
King Nebuchadnezzar has a dream and, on pain of death, 
he wants his advisors to both reveal the dream and tell 
him what it means.  
God reveals both the 
dream and its inter-
pretation to Daniel in 
a vision.  The graphic 
depicts the dream, 
and Scripture records 
a portion of the inter-
pretation that Daniel 
gave to the Babyloni-
an king:   

“You, O king, are the king of kings . . . You are that 
head of gold.  After you, another kingdom will rise, 
inferior to yours.  Next, a third kingdom, one of 
bronze, will rule over the whole earth.  Finally, there 
will be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron-for iron 
breaks and smashes everything-and as iron breaks 
things to pieces, so it will crush and break all the oth-
ers . . .   In the time of those kings, the God of heaven 
will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, 
nor will it be left to another people.  It will crush all 
those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will 
itself endure forever.”            Daniel 2:36-45 
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The Prophecy of Daniel 2:36-45 
requires explanation. 

1.  The end is very clear. 
Most of the prophecy addresses the Babylonian, Medo-
Persian, Greek, and Roman empires.  That brings us to 
just after AD 400.  Although the details require careful  
interpretation, the end is very, very clear: God establishes 
a kingdom that will last forever! 
2.  Some of this prophecy is yet to come. 
Is there any question whether or not the eternal Kingdom 
of God has supplanted all secular rule?  Clearly—it has not 
yet!  This would be an item of pending prophecy—
something that is certain to occur—but for now is still in 
the future! 
3.  We need to understand where we are. 
That would mean that our lives have been lived in the 
time of Gentile, or secular, domination.  You can likely 
name many of the world powers of the past 100 years: 
England, France, Germany, Japan, Russia, the United 
States, and China—all secular powers.  (Gentile is used in 
this context simply to mean non-Jewish.  Secular is a good 
alternative as only Israel has a God-mandated spiritual 
origin.) 
Now, we could simply stop at this point.  We now know 
that secular rule is coming to an end, and will be replaced 
by an eternal kingdom that God establishes:   

 . . . the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that 
will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another 
people.  It will crush all those kingdoms and bring 
them to an end, but it will itself endure forever.  
                 Daniel 2:44     
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Before moving on, let’s close this section with some appli-
cation.  
Application is aided by historical perspective.  
1. We should know Who’s in charge. 
After even a brief exposure to the Book of Daniel, we 
should be able to answer the question, “Who’s in charge?” 
 Is it Israel?  No, the Most High God sent them into  

exile for their sin.  
 Well then, is it Nebuchadnezzar?  No, it is the Most 

High God!  Should you read the fourth chapter of  
Daniel, you will find that God sent Nebuchadnezzar  
into the field to eat grass like an animal until he would 
acknowledge the sovereignty of God Almighty! 

 Is it the conquering nation of Babylon?  No, for the 
Most High God gives the nation of Babylon to the  
Medo-Persian kingdom.  

 Do you think America is in charge as the world’s lone 
superpower?  No, the Most High God is in charge.  
And, in case you haven’t noticed, we are no longer a 
superpower.  God can raise up and He can tear 
down—blessed be the nation whose God is the Lord! 
(Psalm 33:12) 

2. We need to understand the audience for Daniel. 
Now that we know Who is in charge, I want us to think 
carefully about the audience for the Book of Daniel.   
Unlike the rest of the Old Testament, much of Daniel is 
not written in Hebrew, but in Aramaic, the trade language 
of the time.  Why do you suppose that is?  Because Daniel 
is a message to the Gentile world, it makes sense that it is 
written in a language Gentiles would understand.  For it is 
talking about the end of Gentile world rulership and its  
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replacement with a kingdom established by God.  No 
doubt the nations of our day and leaders of our nation 
scoff at such an idea.  My response: What happened to 
Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome, and what is happening to 
the United States of America?  Man has far too inflated  a 
view of himself and his dominion over this earth.  Thank 
the Lord He has told us what is coming so that we can be 
in tune with His thinking and His plans.  
3. We can take away some lessons from Daniel. 
Can we make some observations 
about the life of a Jewish exile, 
Daniel, that might be helpful in 
our day for those who make up 
the Church?  I believe we can:  
 Did growing up in a sinful  

nation, during a time of great 
decline, keep Daniel from  
being a man of great moral 
courage and faith?  It most 
certainly did not.  Daniel is one 
of the few Biblical characters 
of whom there is absolutely nothing negative recorded.  
Instead, we observe one noteworthy thought and ac-
tion after another.  

 How do you think Daniel managed this?  He sat under 
the teaching of the prophet Jeremiah prior to his exile 
and he had parts of the Old Testament.  What do we 
have?  We have the entire Old Testament and New 
Testament, as well as the Holy Spirit as our teacher.  
We have more at our disposal than Daniel did.  So, let 
me suggest that there is no excuse in our day for any-
thing less than a sanctified walk—no matter what kind 
of national decline we live through.  
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 Did exile to an even more pagan nation cause Daniel 
to lose the faith?  On the contrary, it caused the genu-
ineness of his faith to be on display right down to our 
day.  I trust the same will be true of you and me and 
our church fellowship! 

V.  Thy Kingdom come,  
Thy will be done! 

In this section we begin to look at the close of Israel’s  
history.  For when Jesus taught His Jewish disciples to 
pray “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven . . . ”  (Matthew 6:9-10), He was teaching 
them to pray about a time yet to come at the close of 
their history.  Note the clear reference to their earthly  
history! 
I want to begin our investigation by taking you to the 
Book of Revelation.  In 
Chapter 19 beginning at 
Verse 11, heaven has 
opened and Jesus is re-
turning as King of kings 
and Lord of lords.  He 
strikes down those gath-
ered against Him, and of 
the nations it is said: 

He will rule them 
with an iron scepter.  
     Revelation 19:15  

The world is rid of the 
beast and false prophet 
as they are thrown into 
the Lake of Fire.   
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Now take a look with me at the opening verses of Revela-
tion, Chapter 20:  

And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, 
having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand 
a great chain.  He seized the dragon, that ancient 
serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him 
for a thousand years.  He threw him into the Abyss, 
and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from 
deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand 
years were ended.  After that, he must be set free 
for a short time.  I saw thrones on which were seat-
ed those who had been given authority to judge. 
And I saw the souls of those who had been behead-
ed because of their testimony for Jesus and because 
of the Word of God.  They had not worshiped the 
beast or his image and had not received his mark on 
their foreheads or their hands.  They came to life 
and reigned with Christ a thousand years. (The rest 
of the dead did not come to life until the thousand 
years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 
Blessed and holy are those who have part in the 
first resurrection. The second death has no power 
over them, but they will be priests of God and of 
Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years.  
            Revelation 20:1-6 

So now the question: What are Revelation Chapters 19 
and 20 telling us?  Let me remind you of our approach to 
interpreting the Scriptures:   
Start with the most natural and customary meaning of 
words, and then proceed to refine one’s understanding 
in light of the context, grammar, historical setting,  
culture, the use of rhetoric, and related passages.  

Taking this approach we have already shown that Jesus is 
coming again—bodily!  Further, God is going to supplant 
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Gentile rulership of this world by establishing a kingdom 
of His own.  Revelation Chapters 19 and 20 tell us Who is 
going to be the King of that Kingdom—the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Chapters 21-22 describe the translation of Jesus’ 
earthly kingdom into an eternal new heaven, new earth, 
and new Jerusalem! 

Three interpretations can’t all be right! 
Wait just a minute—not so fast!  Much of Christianity in 
our day believes no such thing.  
That is primarily because they 
have used a different approach 
to interpreting the Scriptures, 
especially prophecy, so let me 
briefly describes three main 
views associated with Christ’s 
return to reign over an earthly kingdom.   
One thing to note up front—these views cannot possibly 
all be right. Each says something quite different.  You will 
have to decide which to believe.  My recommendation, as 
always, is to go with the explanation that is best support-
ed by Scripture.   
View #1: The Amillennial View 
A millennium is a period of a thousand years.  The letter a 
in front of a word negates the concept.  So, amillennialists 
do not believe there is going to be any literal reign of  
Jesus on this earth.  They often claim that Satan is cur-
rently bound and that Christ’s being seated at the right 
hand of the Father is the same as His reigning from heav-
en in fulfillment of all prophecy about a Kingdom.  Lastly, 
amillennialists believe that prophecy cannot be interpreted 
literally, and they declare that most pending prophecy  
already has been or will be fulfilled by the Church.    
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This view was held by Augustine, the Catholic church, and 
many of the reformers.  In the words of one of the  
reformed theologians: 
You don’t have broad Biblical support for a literal reign.  
An entire theology is forced into Revelation 20:1-6.  
Prophecy is not meant to be interpreted literally.   
                Louis Berkhof 

View #2: The Postmillennial View 
Like the amillennialists, this position also rejects the idea 
of a literal 1000-year reign of Christ.  Postmillennialists 
take the position that once the Gospel has been universal-
ly preached, and the Church has impacted the entire 
world for good, then Jesus will return.  In other words, 
Jesus will return post the Church shaping up this world.  It 
should be noted, that in both the amillennial and postmil-
lennial view, the return of Jesus will be solely to judge the 
world and not to reign on this earth. 
View #3: The Premillennial View 
This is the view that I have been teaching you simply  
because it is so clearly declared in the Scriptures—when 
they are accepted for what they say.  The prefix pre refers 
to the concept that Jesus is going to return prior to the 
establishment of a Kingdom and reign over that Kingdom 
for 1000 years.  The Scriptures do not support the idea 
that Satan is currently bound, nor the idea that the role of 
the church is to make the world a place suitable for 
Christ’s return.  Simple observation of the world would 
lead us to conclude that Satan is not bound.  It is going to 
take the King of kings to straighten this world out—just as 
the Scriptures promise.    
Now at this point you may be wondering, with all of these 
competing theological ideas, how can we really know 
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where the truth lies?  From my standpoint, there is no 
reason to be confused and it is really not that hard to 
come to the truth.  Let me show you what happens if we 
ignore various theological systems and just let the Word 
of God speak for itself.   

Letting the Word speak for itself  
on things to come. 

1. Consider the prophecies of 
Daniel. 
Did not the prophecies of Daniel 
tell us what is coming in terms of 
the end of Gentile history and the 
establishment of an eternal king-
dom over which Christ reigns?  
Yes!  Gentile world rule will be 
replaced by a kingdom estab-
lished by God Himself, and one 
“like a Son of Man”—the Lord Je-
sus Christ—will reign over that 
kingdom. (Daniel 7:13)  
2. Remember what happens 
to Satan! 
Is not redemptive history tied  
up in Christ crushing the head of Satan? Yes!     

“ . . . He (Jesus) will crush your head, and you (Satan) 
will strike His heel.”          Genesis 3:15 
And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into 
the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the 
false prophet had been thrown.  They will be  
tormented day and night for ever and ever.  
             Revelation 20:10 



31 

3. Remember the Abrahamic Covenant. 
As a point of reference, recall the Abrahamic Covenant, 
which includes a promise of a posterity (Genesis 15:5), 
land (Genesis 17:7-8), and blessing (Genesis 12:3): 

“I will make you into a great nation and I will bless  
you; I will make your name great, and you will be a 
blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and who-
ever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on 
earth will be blessed through you.”       Genesis 12:2-3 

4. Include the promises in the Davidic Covenant. 
Now add the Davidic Covenant which clearly seems to  
require an earthly kingdom.  

“The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will 
establish a house for you: When your days are over 
and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your 
offspring to succeed you, who will come from your 
own body, and I will establish His kingdom . . .   
Your house and your kingdom will endure forever 
before Me; your throne will be established forever.” 
                 II Samuel 7:12-16 

Let me ask and answer these simple questions regarding 
the Davidic promises:   

 Where would any reader naturally assume, when it 
comes to the descendants of David, that his house, 
kingdom, and throne are going to be found?  Let me 
submit to you that no reader of this promise would 
think of heaven.  David’s throne is most certainly an 
earthly throne.    

 Does this sound like a description of the Church to 
you, as some theological systems claim?  Of course 
not!  It sounds like a promise to David’s descendants. 
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5. Many passages support the Premillennial view. 
Is it reasonable to hold a theological position that Jesus is 
going to reign over the entire world, from Jerusalem, on 
just one passage of Scripture?  Perhaps not, but there are 
many more passages. Consider just two from Isaiah:  

For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given, and 
the government will be on His shoulders.  And He 
will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase 
of His government and peace there will be no end. 
He will reign on David's throne and over his 
kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice 
and righteousness from that time on and forever.   
The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. 
                Isaiah 9:6-7 

He will reign over David’s throne and David’s kingdom . . .  
forever! 

In the last days the mountain of the Lord's temple 
will be established as chief among the mountains; it 
will be raised above the hills, and all nations will 
stream to it.  Many peoples will come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to 
the house of the God of Jacob.  He will teach us His 
ways, so that we may walk in His paths.”  The law 
will go out from Zion, the Word of the Lord from  
Jerusalem.  He will judge between the nations and 
will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat 
their swords into plowshares and their spears into 
pruning hooks.  Nation will not take up sword 
against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.  
Come, O house of Jacob, let us walk in the light of 
the Lord.               Isaiah 2:2-5 

The term mountain is often used to refer to a kingdom.  
Where the Lord dwells will be the chief Kingdom.  He will  
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judge between the nations and nations will not train for 
war anymore.  Read the passage again, is this talking 
about heaven?  Is this meant to be spiritualized somehow, 
or is it meant to be descriptive of what it is going to be 
like on earth when Jesus is reigning?  He is going to rule 
with an iron scepter! 

Consider this final passage from 
the New Testament:  
“You will be with child and give 
birth to a Son, and you are to 
give Him the name Jesus.   He 
will be great and will be called 
the Son of the Most High.  The 
Lord God will give Him the 
throne of His father David, and 
He will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever; His kingdom will 
never end."       Luke 1:31-33   
Do you think Mary’s first thought at 
this announcement was that the 

kingdom would be in heaven?  Of course not!  She was 
more likely thinking, “Praise God!  We have been waiting 
for centuries!”   
The most dominant view in Christianity today is that there 
is no literal Kingdom coming.  Others mistakenly think that 
it is the Church’s job to establish the Kingdom.  Both of 
these views contradict Scripture. 
As a student and preacher of the Bible, I proclaim to you 
that Jesus is coming again!  When He does He is going to 
establish a very real Kingdom centered in Israel that is  
going to be the fulfillment of a promise to Israel.  And,  
He is going to reign over this earth.  I think that way  
because I believe that is what the Bible so clearly says. 
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Drawing all this together. 
1.  Consider the lack of connections. 
There are 59 references to David in the New Testament 
and many references to the present session of Christ at 
the right hand of the Father.  There is not one single New 
Testament Scripture that connects David and the present 
session of Christ.  Why would anyone bring forth a theolo-
gy that claims Jesus is currently reigning from David’s 
throne in heaven?  That is most certainly not a reasonable 
interpretation of the Scriptures related to either David or 
Christ’s position at the Father’s right hand.  
We have also looked at just a few of the passages that 
consistently teach that Jesus is coming back a second 
time.  And, when He comes, it will be as the King of kings 
and Lord of lords Who will wrest back control of this world 
from Satan, take up rulership Himself, and usher His 
earthly kingdom into an eternal one.   
2.  Further, consider the convergence of prophecy. 
This brings us to a fantastic convergence of prophecy.  
We have studied how God is going to supplant Gentile  
rulership of this world, and we have looked at how Jesus 
is going to come and take up David’s throne to reign over 
the nations.  These are simply two threads of the same 
prophetic future as shown in the graphic on Page 35. 
Secular dominion over this world is coming to an end as 
God establishes a kingdom of His own.  Israel’s history is 
coming to a fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant when  
David’s greater Son (Jesus) takes up His eternal reign.  
Both lines of prophecy will be fulfilled in the person of the 
Lord Jesus Christ as He rules the nations with an iron 
scepter from His headquarters in Jerusalem.  As we   
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confidently await the return of our Savior, the machina-
tions of the nations should fade into the background.  
In fact, the return of Jesus as King of kings and Lord of 
lords will mark the end of Gentile world rule as Jesus will 
establish His kingdom centered in Jerusalem.  As we saw 
quite clearly in Revelation Chapter 20, the earthly phase 
of this kingdom will last for 1000 years—thus the term  
Millennial Kingdom.   
At this point, it would seem reasonable to ask, “What is 
this kingdom going to be like?”  The Old Testament clearly 
answers this question.  In fact, nearly every Old Testa-
ment prophet describes the coming Kingdom.  Far too  
often their prophetic utterances are interpreted as hyper-
bole—simple exaggeration—when these descriptions are 
actually meant to encourage people under the rulership of 
anyone other than Jesus.  We have already seen how the 
nations will:   

 . . . beat their swords into plowshares and their 
spears into pruning hooks.       Isaiah 2:4  
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In speaking of the quality of the coming Kingdom, Isaiah 
writes: 

Of the increase of His government and peace there 
will be no end.  He will reign on David’s throne and 
over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it 
with justice and righteousness from that time on 
and forever.             Isaiah 9:7   

Let’s look at a few more descriptions from the Book of 
Isaiah as representative of the writings of the Old Testa-
ment prophets.  First, speaking of the coming Messiah: 

He will not judge by what He sees with His eyes, or 
decide by what He hears with His ears; but with 
righteousness He will judge the needy, with justice 
He will give decisions for the poor of the earth.  He 
will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth; with 
the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked.  Right-
eousness will be His belt and faithfulness the sash 
around His waist.  The wolf will live with the lamb, 
the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and 
the lion and the yearling together; and a little child 
will lead them.  The cow will feed with the bear, 
their young will lie down together, and the lion will 
eat straw like the ox. The infant will play near the 
hole of the cobra, and the young child put his hand 
into the viper's nest.  They will neither harm nor  
destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will 
be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea.              Isaiah 11:3-9 

What is it that is going to be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord?  Why, the earth!  It is nearly impossible to apply the 
above to heaven, unless the normal meaning of words is 
completely dismissed!  And, note how drastically different 
the environment will be from what we have today.  That 
is not a surprise since Jesus will be on the throne.   
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But there is more.  Speaking now of the health and pros-
perity to come:   

“Never again will there be in it an infant who lives 
but a few days, or an old man who does not live out 
his years; he who dies at a hundred will be thought 
a mere youth; he who fails to reach a hundred will 
be considered accursed.  They will build houses and 
dwell in them; they will plant vineyards and eat 
their fruit . . .  .They will not toil in vain or bear chil-
dren doomed to misfortune; for they will be a peo-
ple blessed by the Lord . . . They will neither harm 
nor destroy on all my holy mountain," says the Lord. 
               Isaiah 65:19-25 

When Scripture speaks of having one’s own dwelling and 
reaping the bounty of one’s labors, are these promises 
meant to be taken literally or interpreted allegorically?  
They are to be taken literally.  God is speaking to us of 
the quality of the Kingdom to come so we would know 
what a fantastic environment it will be.  This is not meant 
to be spiritualized away, but to encourage.   
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Then perhaps the hardest to imagine of all—until you 
think about what a difference there is going to be when 
Jesus comes to reign: 

In that day there will be an altar to the Lord in the 
heart of Egypt, and a monument to the Lord at its 
border.  It will be a sign and witness to the Lord  
Almighty in the land of Egypt . . . So the Lord will 
make himself known to the Egyptians, and in that 
day they will acknowledge the Lord. They will wor-
ship with sacrifices and grain offerings; they will 
make vows to the Lord and keep them.  In that day 
there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria.  The 
Assyrians will go to Egypt and the Egyptians to  
Assyria.  The Egyptians and Assyrians will worship 
together.  In that day Israel will be the third, along 
with Egypt and Assyria, a blessing on the earth.  
The Lord Almighty will bless them, saying, "Blessed 
be Egypt My people,  Assyria My handiwork, and  
Israel My inheritance."        Isaiah 19:19-25 

Egypt My people, Assyria My handiwork, and Israel My in-
heritance—wow!  Things really are going to be different 
during the coming Kingdom.   
Now I ask you, is all of this something the Church is going 
to pull off?  Should we even be trying?  No way!  Our 
Great Commission is to make disciples to the uttermost 
ends of the earth.  The descriptions of the Kingdom we 
read in Scripture will require someone who has sovereign 
power and is omnipotent in order to pull it off.  Only the 
Lord Jesus Christ, at His Second Coming, can do it!  
At this point I think it wise to address an issue that often 
causes confusion when it comes to the Kingdom.  Let me 
introduce it this way: There is the Kingdom to come and 
then there is a Kingdom that has always been!   
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Now discern between two uses  
of the word Kingdom: 

1.  First, God’s Universal Kingdom. 
Our great God is sovereign and so, by definition, He rules 
over all there is and, of course, all that He has created!  
Because this includes fallen mankind and fallen angels, 
this is often referred to by theologians as God’s Universal 
Kingdom!  The Scriptures are clear on this matter: 

For God is the King of 
all the earth . . . God 
reigns over the nations; 
God is seated on His  
holy throne.  Psalm 47:8 
I saw the Lord sitting 
on His throne with all 
the host of heaven 
standing around Him on 
His right and on His 
left.             I Kings 22:19  
O Lord, God of our fathers, are You not the God who 
is in heaven?  You rule over all the kingdoms of the 
nations.  Power and might are in Your hand, and no 
one can withstand You.     II Chronicles 20:6 

Now although God rules over all that He has created, it is 
quite clear that what He has created does not always act 
in keeping with His will—neither man nor angel.  He could, 
of course, force them to, but it is quite clear that He has 
not.  This is not to say that there is anything out from un-
der His sovereign control!  In keeping with His own coun-
sels, He acts to check and limit evil, as Noah’s generation 
most certainly found out.  So although God is sovereign, it 
is clear that He has allowed what He has made to have 
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choices, to a limited extent, and suffer the consequences 
for those choices.  Perhaps you would like some exam-
ples.  Job provides a classic example: Satan sought to  
attack the most upright man of his generation.   
God allowed it, but placed bounds upon what Satan could 
do.  Another very simple example: 

God is not willing that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance.        II Peter 3:9   

We know that some, actually many, are going to perish.  
Is that because God is not sovereign?  No, it is because, 
within the confines of His sovereignty, He has allowed fall-
en mankind to choose for or against the Savior. 
2.  In addition to the Universal Kingdom of God, 
there is the Kingdom which is to come! 
 When Adam sinned, rulership of this world defaulted to 

Satan:  
We know . . . that the whole world is under the  
control of the evil one.          I John 5:19   
When the Last Adam—the Lord Jesus Christ—comes 
and establishes His Kingdom, He will wrest back  
control of this world in keeping with God’s design.  

 The Kingdom to come will also be the fulfillment of a 
promise to His chosen people: 
 . . . the government will be upon His shoulders.  
And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God . . . Of the increase of His government and 
peace there will be no end.  He will reign on David’s 
throne and over his kingdom . . . from that time on 
and forever.             Isaiah 9:6-7 

This Kingdom to come is often referred to as God’s earthly 
Theocratic Kingdom—which is simply a theological way of 
saying a kingdom that has God as king! 
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3.  There is much confusion over the two uses of 
the term kingdom, and much bad teaching.  
If we would just let the Scriptures speak for themselves, it 
is really not that hard.  Let me show you: 

For He has rescued us from 
the dominion of darkness 
and brought us into the 
kingdom of the Son He 
loves, in whom we have  
redemption the forgiveness 
of sins.     Colossians 1:13-14 

To which kingdom does the 
verse apply?  Why it is God’s 
Heavenly Kingdom!  It is cer-
tainly not a reference to a King-
dom yet to come that will be 
established on earth, for as 
Christians, our home is a heavenly one!   
How about when the angel speaks to Mary:  

“You will be with child and give birth to a Son, and 
you are to give Him the name Jesus.   He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High.  
The Lord God will give Him the throne of his father 
David, and He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever; His kingdom will never end."   Luke 1:31-33 

Or, when the Disciples asked about the kingdom: 
So when they met together, they asked Him, “Lord, 
are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to 
Israel?”  He said to them, “It is not for you to know 
the time or the dates the Father has set by His own 
authority.”               Acts 1:6-7 

These two passages clearly reference an earthly kingdom. 
David’s kingdom is most certainly not in heaven.  These  
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two passages have to be terribly twisted to force them to 
be speaking of heaven.  As soon as we grasp that Scrip-
ture also speaks of a coming earthly Theocratic Kingdom, 
then it is clear that the disciples wanted to know when 
this Kingdom was coming.  And, Mary most certainly knew 
who its King was going to be! 

VI.  Contrasting Israel  
and the Church. 

Before we move on to our next area of pending prophecy, 
we must get one more thing straight in our thinking.  In 
fact, it is crucial to do so.  Let me state it as clearly as 
possible: 

The Church has not replaced,  
and in no way is, Israel! 

The Church has been dealing with this error for a long 
time, in part because some powerful spokesmen for the 
church felt otherwise.  For example, we find this error  
early in Church History:  
Christ is King of Israel, and Christians are the Israelitic 
Race.               Justin Martyr  

And we find it just as prevalent in our day:  
 . . . when true Israel was baptized by the Spirit on the 
day of Pentecost, true Israel became the New Testa-
ment church.  Thus, there is continuity between true 
Israel and the church.  This is why Reformed confes-
sions can speak of the church as existing from the  
beginning of the world.         Keith Mathison 

We have far too many thinking today that the Church is 
now true Israel and that Christians are God’s true Jews, 
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and the Old Testament promises given to Israel somehow 
morph themselves into promises that apply to the Church.  
This is grievous Biblical error and equally grievous to the 
heart of God because the Church has not replaced Israel. 

The terrible error  
of replacement theology. 

1. This error ignores the plain language of Scripture. 
Should anyone teach that the word Church means Israel, 
he has set aside the plain language of Scripture in favor of 
an allegorical interpretation that places the authority of 
the text of Scripture in the hands of the interpreter of that 
text.  Perish the thought!  We study God’s  Word and not 
that of any interpreter! 
When the angel came to Mary and told her that her Son 
would be named Jesus, that He would be the Son of the 
Most High, and would reign on David’s throne over a King-
dom that would last forever, do you think she responded, 
“Oh, you mean the Church!”  There is not a chance she  
received divine revelation that way, nor was she meant to! 

2. Scripture describes the Church as a mystery. 
Further, the Church is clearly referenced as something 
hidden in the past—not revealed by hundreds of Old Tes-
tament Scriptures!  

 . . .  grace was given to me: to preach to the  
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to 
make plain to everyone the administration of this 
mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in 
God . . . His intent was that now, through the 
Church, the manifold wisdom of God should be 
made known . . . ”            Ephesians 3:2-10 
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3. Romans clearly separates Gentiles and Jews. 
The definitive New Testa-
ment scripture on Israel is 
found in Romans Chapters 
9 through 11.  Although a 
study of these three chap-
ters is beyond our scope,  
I do want you to notice 
something very germane 
to our subject.  Through-
out these chapters, there 
is a clear distinction  
between Gentiles and 
Jews.  In other words,  
today’s believing Gentiles 
have most certainly not 
become the true Jews!  
The term Gentiles is used 
to identify those who now 
make up the greater por-
tion of the Church.   
Ponder these Scriptures carefully:  

Salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel 
envious.               Romans 11:11   

It is pretty clear, the saved Gentiles are not now Jews! 
Just as you (Gentiles) who were one time disobedient 
to God have now received mercy as a result of their 
(Israel’s) disobedience, so they too (Israel) have now 
become disobedient in order that they too (Israel) 
may now receive mercy as a result of God’s mercy 
to you (Gentiles).  For God has bound all men over to 
disobedience so that He may have mercy on them 
all.             Romans 11:30-31 
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Paul’s Roman epistle is fundamental New Testament  
doctrine, and what do we see?  Jew and Gentile, Church 
and Israel, are as distinct as they have ever been.  Cur-
rently, salvation is through faith in the person and work of  
Christ, and those who respond become part of His Church.  
During the coming Tribulation, as always, salvation will be 
through faith in Christ.  But, those Jews who believe in 
their Messiah will have put themselves in a position to  
receive the blessings of an earthly Kingdom that will fol-
low the return of Jesus Christ as King of kings and Lord of 
lords.  The Church is heavenly, Israel is earthly—they are 
two separate and distinct parts of God’s unfolding plans. 
4. There are clear Scriptural distinctions between 
Israel and the Church: 
 Israel became a nation by Covenant and consists of 

those who are saved and those who are not.  In con-
trast, the Church is a body of called-out ones and 
consists of only those who are saved.  

 Israel has a physical temple as the place where God 
dwells with His people, and was commanded to offer 
ongoing sacrifices.  In contrast, God dwells by His Spir-
it in every member of His body, and Jesus is our one 
sacrifice.  

 Israel originated with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob.  In contrast, the 
Church began on Pentecost with 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.   

 Israel as a nation is meant to 
bear witness to the world.  In con-
trast the Church is to be a world-
wide witness within every nation.  

And there are many, many more distinctions.   
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5. The Church is a heavenly—not earthly—entity. 
To force the Church into the mold of Israel is to lower the 
heavenly quality of the Bride of Christ!  It is to make a 
heavenly entity—earthly!  In speaking to believers in  
Philippi, those who made up the church there, Paul says: 

For, as I have often told you before and now say 
again even with tears, many live as enemies of the 
cross of Christ . . . Their mind is on earthly things.  
But our citizenship is in heaven.       Philippians 3:18-20 

Note this passage, which is the basis for identifying the 
Church as the Bride of Christ: 

For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is 
the head of the Church, His body of which He is the 
Savior . . . Husbands love your wives just as Christ 
loved the Church and gave Himself up for her to 
make her holy, cleansing her . . . to present her to 
Himself as a radiant Church, without stain or wrinkle 
 . . . but holy and blameless.  For this reason a man 
will leave his father and mother and be united to his 
wife . . . This is a profound mystery—but I am talking 
about Christ and the Church.    Ephesians 5:23-32 
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Can you find Israel mentioned as the chaste Bride of Christ 
anywhere in the Old Testament?  No!  You will find her  
labeled as the unfaithful wife, but Israel is never referenced 
with the tender language of Ephesians 5.  Consider this 
quote on the unique role of the Church as the Bride of Christ: 
The effort to make the Church all, instead of preserving 
the true dignity of the Church as the heavenly spouse 
of the Lord Jesus, 1) lowers her to the position of 
earthly Israel, 2) a people reigned over, not reigning 
with Him, 3) His inheritance, not heirs of God and joint-
heirs with Christ.          William Kelly 

I added the numbers to the above quote because I want 
to analyze the insight presented by the author: 
1. lowers her to the position of earthly Israel: Judaism 

had a visible priesthood, tangible sacrifices, and a real 
temple.  When Christianity views itself as a refinement 
of Judaism, it seeks the same—as portions of it have 
done throughout the history of the Church.  Did Jesus 
ever command us to build magnificent cathedrals, 
mega-church campuses, or invent a clergy-laity distinc-
tion?  He did not anywhere in the Word of God!  But 
He did warn us against the following:  
 . . . new cloth has been added to the old garment 
and the rent is made worse still.        Matthew 9:16 
This is a warning against putting God’s new crea-
tion—the Church—over the old garment—Israel. 

2. a people reigned over, not reigning with:  When Jesus 
comes He is going to reign over Israel—and how mar-
velous that will be for any nation.  But the Church has 
a calling higher still and we should not give it away:   
 . . . if we endure, we will also reign with Him . . .    
              II Timothy 2:12 
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3. His inheritance, not heirs of God and joint-heirs with 
Christ: Israel has been protected through the centuries 
because of how precious she is to the Lord.  She has 
been called Israel My inheritance. (Isaiah 19:25) But the 
Church has a higher status still:   
Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of 
God and co-heirs with Christ . . .    Romans 8:17 

I can easily show you just how confused we have become 
on this issue.  I have heard many a prayer organization 
and preacher admonish the church to pray according to 
the formula in II Chronicles 7:14, so that God’s promise, 
“I will heal your land” would come to pass.  I have also 
heard many of the same, pray: 

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven . . .            Matthew 6:9-13    

My brothers and sisters, this is to confuse God’s revelation 
to Israel and His revelation to the Church!  When Jesus 
prayed for His eleven believing disciples and those who 
would believe through their ministry, His prayer made no 
mention of healing an earthly land, but rather:  

“I pray also for those who will 
believe in Me through their 
message, that all of them may 
be one, Father, just as you are 
in Me and I am in You.  May 
they also be in Us . . . Father I 
want those You have given Me 
to be with Me where I am, and 
to see My glory, the glory You 
have given Me because you 
loved Me before the creation 
of the world.”       John 17:20-24 
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Jesus wants us with Him where He is—to see His glory!  
And where is that?  He wants us with Him in His Father’s 
house—that is why He told these same disciples: 

“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
back and take you to be with Me that you also may 
be where I am.”           John 14:3 

Listen, as His Church, His Body here on earth, we are al-
iens and strangers—for this earth is not our home!  And 
our heavenly land doesn’t need healing now, has never 
needed healing, and never will.  We are a heavenly people 
with a heavenly citizenship.  And, I pray to God that we 
will never forget it! 

Providing a summary for this section. 
Perhaps you are wondering why I have placed so much 
emphasis on this issue, which really isn’t even an issue of 
prophecy.  It is because if we lose our heavenly standing  

Jesus said: “I go to prepare a place for you…” 
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and calling we will lose our effectiveness in the plan of 
God, and there is nothing worse than a church that has 
left its First-Love or become lukewarm.  It is only when 
our heavenly standing is clearly understood that we can 
lay the world aside and pursue God’s calling.   
Ponder the following quotes carefully, and you will likely 
find the words of these two theologians bringing us under 
deep conviction:   
 . . .  Christianity has been perverted into a modified 
kind of Judaism, in which people are occupied with  
religious things on earth and thus hindered from  
running the race to heaven . . . Many are glad enough 
to escape hell who are not at all anxious to get away 
from earth.             C.A. Coates 

Historically, the church has been the most effective 
when it has been: “careless of life, careful of con-
science, prodigal of their own blood, confident in the 
overcoming power of the blood of the Lamb, unsub-
dued to custom, rejecting patronage of the lost, the 
help of the world, the loan of its resources, the use of 
its methods lest we compromise our King . . . ”   
           Adoniram Judson Gordon 
 
 

You will find the Reading Ahead  
discussion continuing in Book 2. 
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