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Preface 
The idea of these prophecy booklets is simple: to encour-
age us in the times in which we 
live!  One of the best ways to do 
that is to pause occasionally 
from the present and take the 
time to read ahead!  By that I 
mean go to God’s Word and take 
a peek at how the story ends—
how God wraps up His plan of 
redemption for mankind.    

As we do, I can guarantee we 
will be encouraged.  In these 
booklets are a few things that I 
found by reading ahead that 
greatly encouraged me.  And so, I couldn’t help but share 
them with you.    

In His grace,  

 

Kevin Redig 
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VII.   Tribulation Can 
Cause a Turning to Christ 

The graphic below makes it easy to review how God will 
bring Gentile world dominion to an end by establishing a 
world-wide Kingdom of His own.  We have seen how this 
same Kingdom, with Jesus reigning from Jerusalem, fulfills 
God’s Promise to Israel.   

Jesus’ reign over Israel. 

This time of Jesus’ reign over Israel and the world will be 
a time of great spiritual and physical blessing for Israel 
and for all the inhabitants of the world.  The Book of  
Jeremiah describes what is coming for Israel:   

“The time is coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and 
with the house of Judah . . . This is the covenant I 
will make with the house of Israel . . . I will put My 
Law in their minds and write it on their hearts.  I will 
be their God, and they will be My people.  No longer 
will a man teach his neighbor or a man his brother, 
saying, ‘Know the Lord’ because they will all know 
Me, from the least of them to the greatest . . . ”  
               Jeremiah 31:31-34 
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Note this includes both the house of Israel and Judah—
that is, both the Northern and Southern Kingdoms.  The 
north has never been back in the Land.  This is something 
only God is going to be able to do, and He has said that 
He is going to bring His people back from the four corners 
of the earth. (Deuteronomy 30:4) 

Let me ask you two questions: How close is modern day, 
secular Israel, to believing in the Messiah?  How close is 
the New Covenant to being realized by the Jewish people?  
The answer to both questions is not even remotely close.  
So, how is the Israel of today going to get to the Israel of 
the Kingdom, and how is the New Covenant going to be 
realized?  

The Bible’s short answer to this question is: God is going 
to have to apply pressure—a lot of it—in order to get 
some of the Jewish people to respond.  The Old Testa-
ment Scriptures have named this time of testing The Time 
of Jacob’s Trouble.  The New Testament Scriptures refer 
to it as a time of great distress or Tribulation.  And, 
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thankfully, both the Book of Daniel and Revelation give us 
the duration of this period of testing—seven terrible years! 

As you can see on the previous page, I have modified the 
graphic to show this Tribulation period.  As both Israel’s 
history and Gentile history, as they currently exist, draw to 
a close, there is a seven-year period of trouble for Jacob’s 
descendants and distress for the whole world.  This corre-
sponds to the shaded area in the graphic.  We need to 
learn more about this coming time of Tribulation! 

The Time of Jacob’s Trouble 

1.  Let’s start with both an Old Testament and a 
New Testament reference.  

How awful that day will be!  None will be like it.  It 
will be a time of trouble for Jacob, but he will be 
saved out of it.             Jeremiah 30:7 

For then there will be great distress, unequaled 
from the beginning of the world until now—and 
never to be equaled again.  If those days had not 
been cut short, no one would survive, but for the 
sake of the elect those days will be shortened.   
                Matthew 24:21-22 

2. It is part of God’s Plan of Redemption. 

This coming time period is both a part of God’s plan of  
redemption and consistent with His character in a way 
that many Christians do not grasp.  For example, consider 
the unveiling of the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse:  

They were given power over a fourth of the earth to 
kill by sword, famine and plague, and by the wild 
beasts of the earth.            Revelation 6:8  

 . . . hide us from the face of Him who sits on the 
throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!  For the 
great day of their wrath has come, and who can 
stand?              Revelation 6:16-17  
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I know you have heard that God is love—as if His charac-
ter has just one dimension.  From this starting point, 
many conclude a loving God would never condemn any-
one to the Lake of Fire.  Is there any room in this unbibli-
cal view for the wrath of the Lamb?  No, but there certain-
ly is within the biblical account of a terrible time to come.  
Never forget that our God is a holy God, which is why 
when Jesus comes again, He is going to come in judge-
ment.  Do not be taken in by the spirit of our age, which 
says there is no judgement to come.  The wrath of the 
Lamb says otherwise! 

3. Understand the outcome of the  Tribulation. 

Here is something we need to note and to realize how it 
fits with God’s redemptive purposes:   

There before me was a great multitude that no one 
could count from every nation, tribe, people and lan-
guage standing before the throne, and in front of the 
Lamb . . . they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation be-
longs to our God, who sits on the throne and to the 
Lamb” . . . Who are they?  “These are those who have 
come out of the great tribulation . . . ”      Revelation 7:9-14 

Do you see the outcome of the Tribulation?  People from every 
nation, tribe, people and language will be saved!  This is not 
God’s preferred approach, but He is applying pressure to the 
hard of heart that they might turn and be saved! 

...a great multitude..from every nation, tribe, people, and language... 
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4. God’s final effort to reclaim Israel. 

To summarize, the Time of Jacob’s Trouble is the period 
when God is going to use His method of last resort to 
bring Israel back to Himself.  They ignored the miracles, 
they ignored the resurrection, they ignored the diaspora.  
Many are going to remain hard of heart even through the 
Great Tribulation, but during this period some are going to 
turn to their Messiah! 

Revelation Chapters 6-17 are the unfolding of this time of 
intense Tribulation.  We are not going to study this period 
in any detail, but we can gain a sense of what is to come 
by looking at four descriptive portions of Scripture:  

 . . . hide us from the face of Him who sits on the 
throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!  For the 
great day of their wrath has come, and who can 
stand?              Revelation 6:16-17  

Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he 
had the eternal Gospel to proclaim to those who live 
on the earth—to every nation, tribe, language and 
people.              Revelation 14:6   

These are those who have come out of the great  
Tribulation . . .         Revelation 7:9-14   

They called to the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on 
us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the 
throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!”  
               Revelation 6:16 

I chose these four passages because they give us a pano-
ramic view: The great day of wrath has come; but with 
the wrath comes grace—the eternal Gospel; some will  
respond out of every nation, tribe, language, and people; 
while others would rather die than repent!  Thus it is with 
fallen mankind—some turn and believe unto salvation, 
others will persist in rebellion until the end. 
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Have you turned to Christ and put your faith in Him and His 
work on the cross?  Praise God for His mercy if you have, 
seek Him while He may yet be found if you have not! 

5.  Many will be saved out of the  Tribulation.  
However, of particular note is the turning of Israel.   

“They will look on Me, the One they have pierced, 
and they will mourn” . . .  “In the whole land;” de-
clares the Lord, “two-thirds will be struck down and 
perish; yet one-third will be left in it.  This third I 
will bring into the fire; I will refine them . . . They 
will call on My Name and I will answer them; I will 
say, ‘They are My people.’ And they will say, ‘The 
Lord is our God.’”       Zechariah 12:10, 13:8-9 

I rejoice that one-third of Israel will call upon the Lord 
and be saved, but I mourn for the two-thirds that will not! 

Now, let’s complete the story.  There are those of Israel 
who will put their faith in their crucified Messiah.  When 
heaven is opened and He 
comes on the clouds as the 
King of kings and Lord of 
lords, they, in turn, will be 
the believing Jewish subjects 
of the kingdom of Israel over 
which the Lord Jesus shall 
reign, while at the same time 
He reigns over the entire 
earth.  I trust this answers 
the question of how the  
unbelieving Jewish people of 
today become a kingdom 
over which Jesus reigns and 
a people who know their 
Messiah! 
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VIII.  Where is the Church 
in all of this? 

We have arrived at an issue that should be both quite 
puzzling and dear to our hearts at the same time.  Specifi-
cally, where is the Church in all of this?  We have seen 
great evangelism, but no mention of the Church.  In fact, 
we even have mention of the Egyptians and the Assyrians, 
but the Church is nowhere to be found!  

In these days ten men from all languages and  
nations will take firm hold of one Jew by the hem of 
his robe and say, “Let us go with you, because we 
have heard that God is with you.”      Zechariah 8:23 

Not surprisingly, the Bible has a clear explanation for why 
the Church seems to be missing from all this action.  So, 
let’s go to work on answering the question: Where is the 
Church in all of this?   

Let’s start with this passage from I Thessalonians:  

To the church of the Thessalonians . . . We always 
thank God for all of you . . . your work produced by 
faith, your labor prompted by love and your endur-
ance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ . . .  
your faith in God became known everywhere . . . they 
tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the 
living true God and to wait for His Son from heaven, 
whom He raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues 
us from the coming wrath.     Thessalonians 1:2-10  

Note that Jesus is going to rescue the Church from the 
coming wrath!  Of course, you should be asking, “What 
wrath?”  One obvious answer to this question is: from the 
wrath of the Tribulation—from Jacob’s Time of Trouble.     
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Why would God do this?  Think back to the purpose of the  
Tribulation.  It is one last attempt to turn the lost to Christ 
through the pressure of this terrible time.  But it is not 
necessary to turn the Church to faith in Christ, for the 
Church already consists only of those who have believed!  
Thus there is no purpose in putting the Church through 
this time of Tribulation.  Let’s look at this more fully. 

Rescued from the Coming Wrath! 

1.  I am going to start with interpretation and then 
work to support it.  

I think the best understanding of Biblical revelation, both 
direct and indirect, leads to the following understanding of 
the Church’s future:  

• When the fullness of the Gentiles has come in 
(Romans 11:25), God will supernaturally gather His 
Bride to Himself (the Church), that she may be with 
Jesus where He is and see His glory (John 17:24).   

• He will then turn His attention to Israel, applying the 
pressure needed so that at least some will turn in faith 
to their Messiah.   

• The Lord Himself will cut short this time of Great Trib-
ulation by means of a personal return that ushers in a 
glorious reign upon this earth over those who have 
turned to Him in faith.   

• When He returns, His Bride (the Church) will return 
with Him, in glory! (Colossians 3:4)  

We have already covered many of the pieces that make 
up this sequence, but I want to make sure you see how 
they all fit together.  Look up the referenced passages, 
and you will see that we are building an integrated under-
standing of what is to come! 
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2.  Further explanation of the sequence.  

• Rescued from the coming wrath!  Gathering the 
Church to Himself, and removing her from this world 
at the start of the Tribulation would definitely qualify 
as being rescued from wrath, would it not?  As men-
tioned, the Church consists of those who have already 
turned in faith.  They are, therefore, outside of the  
intended purpose of the Tribulation.  This is not to say 
that there are not unbelievers that attend church ser-
vices.  But the Church consists only of those who have 
been baptized by the Holy Spirit into the Body of 
Christ, and this only happens as the result of faith in 
the person and work of Jesus! 

• Removal of the Church eliminates conflict.  The 
removal of the Church prior to the  Tribulation would 
remove any potential conflict between God’s Chosen 
People (Israel) and His Bride (the Church).  We know 
from the Scriptures that Israel is going to rebuild the 
temple and once again offer sacrifices for sin.H ow 
would the Church respond to something that is both 
spiritual heresy and at the same time involves God’s 
Chosen People?  That is not going to be a problem if 
the Church is not there to speak out against it! 
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• Some seek the  Tribulation.  There are many today 
who are eager for the purification of the Church, un-
derstandably so.  They, therefore, see it as necessary 
for the Church to undergo a future Tribulation as well.   
But this is to fundamentally misunderstand the charac-
ter and intent of the Time of Jacob’s Trouble.  It is 
Jacob’s Trouble—that would be Israel’s trouble—and 
not the Church’s!   

Furthermore, in our study of Ephesians we have seen that 
Christ loves, cares for, and nurtures His Bride.  Where do 
you find Him pouring out His wrath on her?   

I am not saying that the Church has not been contaminat-
ed by the world—for it certainly has in our day.  But do 
you know what is going to help immensely?  When our 
physical bodies of corruption are transformed into that 
which is incorruptible!  The Church has most certainly 
gone through countless purifications through the ages—
that is the history of the Church—and part and parcel of 
being Christ’s ambassadors in enemy territory.   

The true Scriptural story is that the Church is barely going 
to hang on until our Savior gathers us to Himself.  More 
on that later.  But, in summary, I don’t believe the Scrip-
ture teaches that our Lord is going to pour out His wrath 
upon His already-saved Bride! 



 

11 

3.  Let’s stop and answer some questions. 

At this point you may have a number of questions: What 
is this gathering of the Church you have mentioned?  
When does it occur?  To be rescued from wrath is one 
thing, but to be removed from this earth is another.  Is 
there any Scripture to support this?  There is!  Come with 
me to I Thessalonians Chapter 4.  

But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, con-
cerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow 
as others who have no hope.  For if we believe Jesus 
died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him 
those who sleep in Jesus.  (Death is not an end for the 
Christian, nor is it a permanent separation!)  For this we 
say to you by the Word of the Lord, that we who are 
alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by 
no means precede those who are asleep.  For the 
Lord himself will descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet 
of God.  And the dead in Christ will rise first.  (Let me 
suggest that the dead in Christ must refer to those who 
have died during this, the time of the Church.  For Old Tes-
tament believers have never been described as those who 
died in Christ.)  Then we who are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air.  (Where are we going to meet 
the Lord?  Both those who have died as part of the Church, 
and those who are alive and make up the Church at the time 
the trumpet sounds are going to meet Him in the air!)  And 
thus we shall always be with the Lord.  (Always!  That 
would imply forever.  It would also imply that wherever He 
might go in the future, we would be going with Him.  Keep 
that in mind.)  Therefore comfort one another with 
these words.  (This most certainly would be comforting—if 
we are understanding it correctly, and if we believe it!)  
            I Thessalonians 4:13-18 
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There are two essential things that I need to communi-
cate associated with the I Thessalonians passage on the 
previous page.   

First, caught up: There is much to be extracted from 
Verse 17; in particular, involving the single Greek word 
translated shall be caught up.   

Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air.        I Thessalonians 4:17 

The Greek word is transliterated: harpadzo.  It means to 
vigorously seize something.  It is used a number of times 
in Scripture, and you will be able to identify this basic idea 
of seizing or snatching away in every case.   

“I give them eternal life, and they shall never  
perish; no one will snatch them out of My hand.”  
                 John 10:28   

The dispute became so violent that the commander 
was afraid Paul would be torn to pieces by them.  He 
ordered the troops to go down and take him away 
from them by force and bring him into the barracks. 
              Acts 23:10 

No one is going to be able to seize the least of the chil-
dren of God out of Jesus’ hand.  And the commander had 
to snatch Paul out of the hands of the mob lest they kill 
him.  These next two passages are more closely related to 
the word’s use in I Thessalonians:   

When they came out of the water, the Spirit of the 
Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did 
not see him again . . .          Acts 8:39 

She gave birth to a Son, a male child, who will rule 
all the nations with an iron scepter.  And her child 
was snatched up to God and His throne.   
               Revelation 12:5 
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After leading the Ethiopian eunuch to the Lord, Philip was 
physically snatched away by the Holy Spirit to a geograph-
ical point approximately 20 miles away.  Even more to the 
point, at the point of the ascension, our Lord and Savior 
was snatched away to heaven to be seated at the right 
hand of the Father!   

So what I Thessalonians clearly tells us is that the Church 
—those who have died in Christ and those who are still 
alive in Christ at His coming—are going to be snatched 
away to meet the Lord in the air.  Further, the promise is 
that those who are snatched away will be with Him forev-
er.  That is the plain sense of what the Scripture is saying! 

Let me show you one more thing:   

“My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were 
not so, would I have told you that I am going there 
to prepare a place for you?   And if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come back and take you to be 
with me that you also may be where I am.”   
                John 14:2-3 
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This is Jesus speaking to His eleven saved disciples just 
before the crucifixion—the men who are going to be the 
evangelists who God uses to spread the Gospel and grow 
the Church beginning on the day of Pentecost.  Do you 
see how perfectly consistent it is with the snatching away 
of the Church described in I Thessalonians Chapter 4?  
Jesus is first preparing a place for His Church, then com-
ing back to receive her to Himself, that where He is—
heaven—His Bride may be also!   

Now perhaps you are thinking this idea of the snatching 
away of the Church is just too fantastic!  I would agree, it 
certainly is fantastic, but too fantastic?  Do you mean it is 
too difficult for the God who spoke our material universe 
into being; who dealt fully and completely at the cross 
with the sins of all mankind, across the history of man-
kind; and who is going to make all things new?  I think 
not!  The only real question is, “Are we interpreting the 
Scriptures correctly?”  Read them for yourselves, ponder 
them deeply, and then decide.  

Second, two events: I said there were two essential 
things I wanted to share, and here is the second.  The 
Scriptures that speak of the Second Advent of Jesus 
Christ, and those that speak of the snatching away of the 
Church, are distinctly different from one another and can-
not be speaking of the same event.  Let me show you:  

• The Second Advent of Jesus Christ is visible, personal 
and earthly!  Look carefully at the following Scriptures 
and you will see that Jesus is going to return in His 
resurrection body, plant His feet on this earth, strike 
down those arrayed against Him, and then rule the  
nations of this earth with a scepter of iron! 

On that day, His feet will stand on the Mount of  
Olives, east of Jerusalem . . .         Zechariah 14:4  
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This same Jesus who has been taken from you into 
heaven, will come back in the same way you have 
seen Him go into heaven.        Acts 1:11 

I saw heaven standing open and there before me 
was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and 
True.  With justice He judges and makes war  . . .   
Out of His mouth comes a sharp sword with which 
to strike the nations.  “He will rule them with an 
iron scepter.”           Revelation 19:11-20:4 

• On the other hand, the Snatching away, or Rapture of 
the Church, is going to occur in the air, and lead to the 
Church returning with Jesus to His heavenly home.  The 
above and below passages are not speaking of the same 
event, but two separate aspects of the plan of God! 

Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air.        I Thessalonians 4:17 

“ . . . I will come back and take you to be with me 
that you also may be where I am.”      John 14:3 

At this point, I have given you a Biblical rationale for why 
the Church is absent from so much of the prophecy  
regarding things to come.  She is simply not there, having 
been snatched away to be with the Lord where He is!  In 
short, what I have done is introduce you to a theological 
position called the Pre-Tribulation Rapture of the Church.   
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This position can be briefly summarized as: Jesus is com-
ing a second time to this earth to establish a kingdom, fol-
lowing an outpouring of great wrath from which He will 
first rescue His Bride—the Church!  Be sure to note about 
this position:   

• It is based upon the normal 
interpretation of Scripture—
taking words in their normal 
and customary meanings and 
then adding the use of gram-
mar, historical setting, con-
text, and rhetoric.   

• From the starting point of  
normal interpretation, we 
have compared Scripture with Scripture in order to 
build an integrated whole.   

Other End-Time Theologies Disagree. 

Now I must tell you, there are other end-time theologies 
vying for your attention.   

1. Amillennialism.  I have mentioned Amillennialism to 
you in the past.  This is the most prevalent view in Ameri-
can Christianity, and quite likely what you were, at least in 
part, taught in the past.  It was the view of both Luther 
and Calvin.  However, at this point we have covered 
enough additional ground that you should be able to hold 
it up to the light of Scripture and see what you think.  And 
to do so, I am simply going to let you read the Amillennial 
view as described by one of its adherents:   

Amillennialism is actually misnamed . . . A better title 
would be something like “realized millennialism,” indi-
cating that we are currently in the millennium . . . The 
kingdom of God is a present-day reality with Christ  
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ruling from heaven . . . Satan’s influence over the world 
seems great right now.  But he is bound and limited in 
his ability to deceive the nations . . . The thousand-year 
span given in Revelation 20:1-10 is not a literal thou-
sand years.  Amillennialists believe in a literal reign of 
Christ, along with his resurrected saints.  But we  
believe this reign is a heavenly one rather than on the 
earth.  We believe it is a present-day reality.  And that 
it involves all believers, in particular, those who have 
died and are with Christ.        Ed Jarrett 

This statement holds that the millennium is now, Satan is 
currently bound, the Kingdom is entirely heavenly and is a 
present day reality!  In short, this widely-held belief does 
not seem the least bit descriptive of life on earth as we 
know it, or the plain sense of Scripture.   

2. Postmillennialism.  The other view we considered 
was Postmillennialism.  Again, I will let one of its adher-
ents speak for this view: 

Postmillennialism is a viewpoint on the end times, 
which contends that the Second Coming of Jesus Christ 
will occur after the millennial period that is mentioned 
in the Book of Revelation (cf. 20:1-6).  In this view, the 
number 1,000 isn't to be understood literally, but as 
just a long period of time  . . .  The massive influence 
of Christ's reconciling death will operate in history 
through the age-long drawing of all men, resulting in 
the world-as-a-system returning to God . . . ”   
           Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr. 

You will have to do more reading on this subject before 
you will understand what they mean by the world as a 
system.  To summarize, they are teaching that the Church 
will transform the world, and once it does, then Christ will 
return.  Among the proponents of this view, there is quite  

 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=re+20%3a1-10
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a bit of variation regarding how much force the Church 
should use to transform the world—and you can imagine 
where that leads.   

3.  Neither interprets Scripture normally.  I hope you 
noticed that neither the Amillennial or Postmillennial view 
interprets Scriptures normally; rather, they spiritualize 
them and/or make them figurative.  They are quite up 
front about proclaiming that a thousand years doesn’t 
mean a thousand years, that Jerusalem doesn’t mean  
Jerusalem, and that David’s throne means heaven.  You 
know where I stand and where the teaching ministry of 
our local fellowship stands.  Although some might find this 
offensive, that is definitely not my intention.   

I have two reasons for pointing out the end-time theolo-
gies.  The minor reason is so that you would clearly see 
that the view of what lies ahead for these three different 
theologies is most certainly not the same.  For all of us, it 
would certainly be nice to get it right.  This is fundamen-
tally an issue of how one interprets what the Bible has to 
say—and I have painstakingly shown you the Biblical 
source of my theology.  Then I have my primary reason 
for pointing out these differences to you, and it is this: No 
matter what view you hold, as we consider the prophetic 
future, every theology must answer one question!  

What Should be the Character and  
the Practice of the Church Now? 

I hope you will agree that every theology must answer 
this question, and that this is the most practical of ques-
tions.  For to answer the question would be to describe 
where the Church should put its focus, what it should be 
doing, what to expect, what to avoid, and where to apply 
our energies.  There is no pleasing our Lord and Savior 
unless we get this right!  So let’s get right to it. 
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1. Character and practice now! 
Every understanding of what is to come must address the 
question of character and practice on the part of the 
Church.   

• By character I mean what qualities should be seen in 
the Church. 

• By practice I mean what kinds of things should the 
Church be doing. 

We should be prepared for the fact that depending upon 
one’s theology about the future, the answers will be, by 
necessity, somewhat different.  

2. What is coming—for the Church—from a Biblical 
perspective?  

• Perilous times are coming! 

But know this, that in the 
last days perilous times 
will come: For men will be 
lovers of themselves,  
lovers of money, boasters, 
proud, blasphemers,  
disobedient to parents, 
unthankful, unholy,  
unloving, unforgiving, 
slanderers, without self-
control, brutal, despisers 
of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of 
pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form 
of godliness but denying its power . . .  always 
learning and never able to come to the knowledge 
of the truth.            II Timothy 3:1-7 

Given the content of the evening news, we seem to be 
getting there!  Note that Paul is writing to Pastor Timo-
thy about what is going to happen to the environment 
in which the Church ministers.  And as we come to the  
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last days of the Church, the times are going to be  
perilous! 

• The Church is ultimately going to be removed as a  
restraint against evil—and then things are going to go 
from bad to worse! 

Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for that 
day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the 
man of lawlessness is revealed; the man doomed to 
destruction.  He will oppose and will exalt himself 
over everything that is called God or is worshiped, 
so that he sets himself up in God's temple, pro-
claiming himself to be God.  Don't you remember 
that when I was with you I used to tell you these 
things?   And now you know what is holding him 
back, so that he may be revealed at the proper 
time.  For the secret power of lawlessness is  
already at work; but the one who now holds it back 
will continue to do so till he is taken out of the 
way.   And then the lawless one will be revealed, 
whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the 
breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of 
His coming.          II Thessalonians 2:3-8 

This group of believers in Thessalonica were alarmed, 
because of the suffering they were experiencing, that 
the Tribulation had come upon them.  They were won-
dering what happened to the Lord coming to gather 
His Church to Himself.  The above is Paul’s answer.  
The Tribulation is indeed coming, and when it does the 
Antichrist will be front and center—even proclaiming 
himself to be God.  But for now, Satan’s rebellious 
plans are being held in check.  And the one who holds 
these plans in check will continue to do so until He is 
taken out of the way—and then watch out for the  
Tribulation that will follow!   
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Who is this that holds back the power of lawlessness?  
We do not have space to go into detail, but it would 
seem from the pronouns that both a power and a  
person are in view.   

Let me suggest a two-part answer.  The one holding 
back the unfolding of Satan’s plans to rule is none oth-
er than the Holy Spirit.  However during this, the time 
of the Church, the Holy Spirit indwells every single  
believer.  Should there come a day when the entire 
Holy Spirit indwelt Church is removed from planet 
earth, and the Holy Spirit steps aside, there would  
indeed be nothing to hold back the plans of Satan.  
Imperfect as the Church might be, she still acts as a 
check against the evil that Satan would like to propa-
gate.  Once the Church is removed as a restraint, all 
hell is going to break loose! 

3. God wants us to know! 
Let me suggest that by means of the above Scriptures in 
Timothy and Thessalonians, God wants us to know: 

• That as history winds down, things are going to go 
from bad to worse! 
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• This is not meant to cause us anxiety, but to be an en-
couragement to persevere—at least if it is true that 
Jesus is coming for His Bride!  You see a catching-up 
to glory is coming, so praise God that by all means we 
would stand firm in the faith and keep our hand to the 
plow!  Paul keeps our focus as things move in this way: 

Do everything without complaining or arguing, so 
that you may become blameless and pure, children 
of God without fault in a crooked and depraved 
generation, in which you shine like stars in the  
universe as you hold out the Word of life . . .   
            Philippians 2:14-16 

The Church is to be without fault in a crooked and  
depraved generation!  We certainly have the depraved 
generation in America; the call on our fellowship is to 
be without fault and to shine like stars as we hold out 
the Word of life! 

4.  Where can the Church go wrong?   

• First—perilous times.  The Church could be caught 
unaware by what is coming—perilous times!   

If your theology has taught you that Jesus is reigning 
and Satan is bound, if it has taught you that the 
Church is going to establish the Kingdom on earth, 
then reality plays out giving us instead same-sex mar-
riage, gender transition, a woke culture, anarchy, so-
cialism—and throw in a pandemic that won’t go 
away—then what?  How about doubt, discouragement, 
unbelief, and turning away from spiritual things in or-
der to just hunker down and get through it all?  And, if 
this turning away happens in spite of the fact that the 
Scriptures have prepared us for what is to come, giv-
ing us a heavenly calling and a Blessed Hope, it would  
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be a terrible failure on the part of the Body of Christ.  
You see, it really does matter that we rightly under-
stand what is to come! 

• Second, wrong work.  Despite the best of inten-
tions, the Church can lose its way by pouring its  
resources into the wrong work!  

This happens when 
the Church focuses 
too much on social 
reform.  Social  
reform is a natural  
by-product of saved 
and maturing people.  
The Church’s primary 
focus is to be on get-
ting the lost saved 
and growing those 
saved to maturity.  If 
the church focuses 
on this, then social 
reform will take care of itself!   

Let me show you where bad theology can lead you:   

Scripture alone is sufficient for social reformation:   
We live in a declining culture, and we want to see the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ acknowledged, justice done, 
and virtue increased . . .  There has probably never 
been a clearer example of extensive moral and social 
reform than the transformation of Geneva under John 
Calvin.          Dr. James Boice 

This is a modern day theologian who sees no earthly 
reign of Jesus to come, commenting on a theologian 
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of the past who forced, on pain of death, social re-
forms.  Boice goes on to say that Calvin created a new 
Jerusalem in Geneva.  Read Revelation Chapter 21 and 
you will see that this is outright blasphemy.  As a min-
ister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, I hardly know 
where to begin with a critique of the above.   

Jesus sent His disciples into the Roman Empire to 
make disciples, not to reform the Empire and bring its 
secular structures under the Lordship of Christ.  We 
had better understand that in the day in which we live.  
Our calling as Christ’s ambassadors is to change the 
eternal destiny of neighbors and family members 
through the power of the Gospel, and then to help 
them to grow in grace and knowledge of their Savior.  
It doesn’t matter what the next perversion of our ever-
more-pagan society might be!  I love the Word of God, 
but its focus is most certainly not to reform the  
debauched lost to become reformed lost! 
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I want you to see the contrast between approaches 
and reject the one that is unbiblical.  Calvin, as the 
spiritual authority in Geneva, said the following, and 
used his power to put heretics to death and exile oth-
ers.  (Note carefully, not only is he after heretics, but 
anyone who doesn’t agree with him—and he declares 
this to be the rule of the Church!)   

Whoever shall now contend that it is unjust to put 
heretics and blasphemers to death, knowingly and 
willingly incur their guilt.  It is not human authority 
that speaks, it is God who speaks and prescribes a 
perpetual rule for His Church.       John Calvin 

On the other hand, this is Paul’s approach to the terri-
bly immoral city of Corinth:   

For I resolved to know nothing while I was with 
you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.   
            I Corinthians 2:2 

Paul didn’t try to force his will on Corinth, and he most 
certainly didn’t squander the Scriptures by using them 
to clean up the culture.  On the contrary, he used the 
Scriptures and the Gospel they contain to point to the 
Lord Jesus Christ and His all-sufficient work on the 
cross.  And what did that lead to?  It led to lost people 
getting saved and the start of a local church which 
continued the work of saving the lost and maturing the 
saved.  All this happened in the midst of, and in spite 
of, a thoroughly pagan culture.    

• Third, summarize and clarify.  The Church in China 
is not called to change the government in China!  The 
same is true in Russia and North Korea.  In fact, not  
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even the Church in America is called to change the 
government and reform the culture as its primary ob-
jective!  If the numbers of Biblically literate Christians 
grow—things will change, but social reform is not the 
goal of the Church nor the use of the Scriptures.  As 
Christians who understand what is to come—the de-
cline of society, the snatching away of the Church, a 
time of Great Tribulation and the Second Coming of 
Jesus—we must be absolutely clear on our calling.  
Our calling is to bear witness to the person and work 
of Jesus Christ such that another lost soul is trans-
ferred from the dominion of Satan into that of Jesus 
Christ.  Far be it from us to seek more political power, 
or to force the lion to lie down with the lamb.  Do you 
want the Lordship of Jesus Christ acknowledged,  
justice done, and virtue promoted?  Then wait until 
Jesus comes and establishes His Kingdom—for He is 
the only one who can pull that off! 

5. Right interpretation matters.  It really does matter 
whether or not we interpret the Bible correctly, because it 
really does matter the perspective we have on what is to 
come.  It is only in the view that I shared with you and 
supported from the Scriptures, the Pre-Tribulational Rap-
ture of the Church, that we have a progression and inte-
grated view of God’s prophetic guidance to us that pro-
ceeds as follows:  

You, Church, are My witnesses to the person and 
work of Jesus Christ; but know that perilous times 
are coming for the Church, as many are blinded by 
Satan.  Nevertheless, be not ashamed of the Gospel 
for it, and it alone, has the power to save a soul from 
hell to heaven.  Blessed is the servant whose Master  
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finds him fully engaged in 
the work He has given 
him to do upon His re-
turn.  Remember, until 
My return, I go to  
prepare a heavenly place 
for you, so that where I 
am, you may be also.  
When the trumpet 
sounds, I will come and 
snatch you away to be 
with Me forever.  There-
fore encourage each  
other with these words! 

I would submit to you that 
the above is a vastly differ-
ent perspective than holding 
to a belief that the Kingdom is already here as a present 
spiritual reality, or losing sight of the glory to come  
because we are caught up in establishing the Kingdom 
ourselves! 

6. Answer the question on character and practice.  
So to answer our original question, where does a  
Pre-Tribulational Rapture of the Church leave us in terms 
of character and practice?  

• In terms of mindset: 

Jesus said, ”My kingdom is not of this world . . . ” 
                   John 18:36   

Paul wrote, “ . . . our citizenship is in heaven . . . ”  

                     Philippians 3:20 

Jesus said, “. . . you are not of the world . . . ”  
                     John:17:16 
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Paul said, "Seek those things which are above, not 

those things on earth.”               Colossian 3:2  

James added, “ . . . you adulterers, friendship with 

the world is enmity with God!”          James 4:4   

John said, “ . . . he who loves the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him.”                           I John 2:15 

• In terms of character:  

“Come out from 
them and be sepa-
rate, says the Lord.” 
   II Corinthians 6:17   

 . . . walk worthy of 
the calling you have 
received . . .          
           Ephesians 4:1   

 “Be holy as I am  
 holy.”       I Peter 1:16  

  . . . clothe yourself 
with kindness,  
humility, compas-
sion, gentleness and 
long-suffering . . .   
            Colossians 3:12  

 “ . . . love one another as I have loved you.”  
                     John 15:12 

• In terms of practice:   

The Church has one imperative—to be fully responding 
to the command to “go and make disciples of all 
nations”!  For we are to be fully engaged in holding 
out the Word of Life to a crooked and depraved gener-
ation until death or rapture.  And should He come to-
day—this is exactly what I want Him to find me doing!  
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Given the character and practice of the Church devel-
oped above, let’s take the time to consider several 
points of application.  

Points of Application 

1.  Does the Church have pitfalls to avoid? 

We are operating in the Devil’s world and its individual 
members have a nature to sin.  Of course we have pitfalls!  
With that as a given, where is the Church most at risk?  

• Forsaking spiritual blessing.  If we succumb to for-
saking our heavenly position, we will also forsake our 
spiritual blessing.  In other words, if we get tangled up 
in the affairs of this world, we will measure our suc-
cess by the wrong metric and give up what is already 
ours in terms of blessing.  Make no mistake, this is 
much more of a risk for those who hold to theologies 
that teach that the Church’s calling is to establish 
God’s Kingdom on earth.   

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord  
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly 
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.   
            Ephesians 1:3 

• Forgetting our position.  As a believer, making up 
the Bride of Christ, what blessings do we have?  Every 
one of them.  Where are they?  They are in the heav-
enly realms.  We have the very life of Christ within, the 
indwelling and enabling Holy Spirit, a place of spiritual 
rest, the abundant life in time and eternity, and so 
many more.  Given what is already ours, when we  
become enmeshed in an earthly spirituality—taking 
earthly kingdom promises as our own—or becoming 
enmeshed in an earthly spirituality that includes more  

 



 

30 

programs, bigger campuses, and slicker entertain-
ment—we are living out a Christian experience that is 
comparable to being penniless princes of the coming 
King.  For we will have forsaken our true spiritual rich-
es.  I like the way a Chinese pastor who has dealt with 
state persecution for years states the case:   

 . . . all acts of the Church are an attempt to prove to 
the world the real existence of another world.   
                 Wang Yi 

• Taking up earthly methods.  When the Church 
takes on earthly methods to expand its influence, it 
simply becomes a competitor for other worldly options, 
rather than a spiritual reality!  You may think I am 
overstating my case.  Well, let me show you I am not, 
by testing you.  

How many of you consistently, in the midst of the  
decline and perversions that now mark American  
culture and how many of you throughout the year-
long pandemic limitations, had a daily mindset of: “I 
have not lost a single spiritual blessing; everything is 
on schedule when it comes to the plans of God.  How 
man said, “I am going to use the time to know my 
Savior more fully, while I engage in witnessing to the 
saving power of the Gospel with the hope of being 
found faithful up until the Lord calls me home?” 

I trust that, under the Holy Spirit’s conviction, we 
eventually came around to this way of thinking.  But I 
would submit to you, there are many, many earthly 
distractions that seek to draw us away from our heav-
enly position and its associated spiritual blessings.  
And, shame on the Church when it becomes one of 
those earthly distractions! 
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• Other pitfalls we need to avoid!  In fact there are 
three of them all rolled into one.  Should we turn from 
being a heavenly people, we will very likely fail in pre-
cisely those areas about which Jesus has already 
warned His Church.  For, in the first three chapters of 
the Book of Revelation, Jesus specifically warned the 
Church about the following: 

a. Leaving your First Love (Revelation 2:4).  Since  
Satan can’t reclaim us for his kingdom, he would just 
as soon neutralize us with plans and programs instead!  
If, like Martha, we become so caught up in the minis-
try, we fail to sit at Jesus’ feet and listen to what He 
has to say, we can easily become guilty of leaving our 
First Love!  We dare not leave our calling to put as our 
first priority to grow in the grace and knowledge of the 
Lord Jesus Christ! 

b. Holding to the teaching of Balaam or tolerat-
ing Jezebel  (Revelation 2:14,20). To fall into these 
errors is to fall into worldliness or immorality.  The 
Scriptures speak so clearly on our need to avoid the 
world.   

Do not love the 
world or the 
things in the 
world.  If anyone 
loves the world, 
the love of the  
Father is not in 
him.  For all that 
is in the world—
the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is 
not of the Father but is of the world.   John 2:15-17 
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One way to summarize the above passage is as 
follows: That which is not of the Father is worldly! 

There are many aspects to our lives and many things 
which take up our time: home responsibilities, family 
commitments, finances, recreation, exercise, travel, 
and so on.  Let me just suggest, that on a regular  
basis, we take one single question regarding these  
activities to the Lord in prayer, “Father, is this of You?”  
If the answer is one of conviction, it is quite possible 
you have gotten tangled up in worldliness.  You see it 
doesn’t, in and of itself, have to be a bad thing, it just 
has to have taken on a wrong priority in our life.  

I know that many struggle with this idea of worldli-
ness—after all, don’t we live in the world?  Let me help 
you out by defining the term:   

The phrase, “the world,” as a Scriptural pejorative 
refers to the rebellious ways of thinking that typify 
fallen mankind along with the readily categorizable 
behavior patterns of the sinful nature—all of which 
are stimulated and promoted by Satan for his own 
purposes.  In short, we have “worldly thinking”, and 
“worldly behavior” behind which we find the evil in-
tellect of the chief rebel. 

c. Becoming lukewarm  (Revelation 3:16).  This is to 
become apathetic to spiritual things.  That is my single 
biggest concern, not just with Covid, but with what I call 
Covid-fallout!   You know, mask or no mask, vaccine or 
no vaccine, shame on us, the Church, if we let these 
things divide us or cause us to become lukewarm toward 
spiritual things and the Church’s mission! 
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2. Lack of obedience.  As a second point of application, 
if our understanding of the faith isn’t at its core relational 
dependence leading to obedience, something is wrong.  
Listen to the litany:  

“ . . . unless a man is born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.”             John 3:3 

  . . . if any man is in Christ, he is a new creation . . .  
              II Corinthians 5:17  

There was Mary, sitting at Jesus’ feet and listening to 
what he had to say: “. . . she has found the better 
thing and it will not be taken from her.”   Luke 10:42  

“If you love Me, you will obey My commands.” 
                John 14:15  

“ . . . I am in My Father, and you are in Me, and I 
am in you!”               John 14:20 

Does this sound anything like social reform, political pow-
er, earthly glory?  Or is it much more like individual regen-
eration, personal sanctification, and Jesus forming a peo-
ple who are His very own—a Body He is going to gather  
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to Himself, before the outpouring of wrath, and take to His 
home in glory?  To bring this back to our study of prophe-
cy, restored rulership of this world is coming, but not until 
the One returns upon whose shoulders the government 
shall rest.  This is not the concern of the Church, it is fully 
in the hands of the Lord! 

As we return to pending prophecy—revelation from God 
that is awaiting its fulfillment—by way of closing our study 
I have four prophetic events to share with you.  The first 
two apply directly to the Church, and should most certain-
ly shape our expectations and guide our behavior in the 
present.  The last two involve the lost of all ages followed 
by the saved of all ages.  These are most definitely the 
kinds of things that should help us in our calling to fight 
the good fight of faith—in the day in which we live!   

IX.  The Judgement  
Seat of Christ. 

After the snatching-away of the Church, its next event will 
be an evaluation as described in II Corinthians and The 
Book of John:  

For we must all appear before the judgement seat 
of Christ, that each one may receive what is due 
him for the things done while in the body, whether 
good or bad.        II Corinthians 5:10  

 . . . the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all 
judgement to the Son, that all may honor the Son 
just as they honor the Father.      John 5:22-23 

John Chapter 5 tells us that all judgement has been en-
trusted to the Son—in part, to validate His honored place 
in the Trinity.  We need to understand that this judgement 
can be divided into two broad categories—that of the  
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saved and that of the lost.  The passage in II Corinthians 5 
is talking about a coming judgement of the saved—
specifically of the Church.  Let’s dig into this in more detail.  

Our Evaluation at the Bema Seat of Christ. 

1. The judgement seat, before which we must all ap-
pear is a translation of the Greek word, bema.  This refers 
not to a throne before 
which formal judgement 
would occur; but rather, a 
raised step or a place from 
which authority would be 
exercised in any number of 
ways: athletic awards,  
military awards, and legal 
decisions.   

So, just who is going to 
appear before this Bema 
Seat?  In the context of  
II Corinthians 5, there is no other reasonable option than 
the Church.  Who is it that has the Spirit as a deposit of 
what is to come (Verse 5)?  Who is it that lives by faith 
(Verse 6)?  And, who is it that would prefer to be away 
from the body and at home with the Lord (Verse 8)?  
Again, in context, the answer to all of these questions is 
the Church.  Thus, when Paul says, “we must all appear,” 
he is referring to every member of the Body of Christ.  

The Bema Seat of Christ is a no-condemnation place of 
judgement!  In other words, since the Church is in-
volved—those who are in Christ—this is not a place where 
eternal condemnation will be handled.  

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those 
who are in Christ Jesus . . .         Romans 8:1 
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The Bema Seat is the accepted in the Beloved place of 
evaluation.  Look at the passage below—once we are 
dealing with those who are accepted by the Father be-
cause of their relationship with His Beloved Son, we must 
allow that to inform our understanding of what we are 
about to study. 

 . . . His grace, by which He made us accepted in 
the Beloved.             Ephesians 1:6 

2. What is being judged?  If the Bema Seat judgement 
isn’t regarding our eternal destiny, what exactly is being 
evaluated?  For what are we going to give an account?  
For the answer, look carefully at the passage below, and 
then I’ll walk you through it.   

For no one can lay any foundation other than the 
one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.  If any man 
builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly 
stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown 
for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. 
It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test 
the quality of each man's work.  If what he has 
built survives, he will receive his reward.  If it is 
burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be 
saved, but only as one escaping through the 
flames.              I Corinthians 3:11-15 

There is only one basis upon which the Christian Life can 
be built—and that is having trusted in Jesus Christ for 
eternal life.  If a person has not yet done that, he or she 
has no foundation upon which to build.  Far too many 
Christian organizations seek to promote living the Chris-
tian Life before making sure the person has the prerequi-
site spiritual birth from which to live such a life.  If what 
we have built is of value and withstands His scrutiny, we 
will receive eternal reward.  If not, our potential for those 
rewards will have been squandered.   

 

 



 

37 

Note very carefully!  Even the individual who has pro-
duced nothing of value—all that he has built goes up in 
smoke—will still be saved!  It’s a relief to read that in the 
text, but then we should have known it all along, for the 
Bema Seat judgement is for the Church—and the Church 
consists entirely of believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.  And 
once a person is accepted in the Beloved, once a person 
has crossed over from death to life, there is no undoing 
that which has been done solely by the power of God.  Is 
this, by any means, condoning a life that produces noth-
ing of value before the Lord?  Absolutely not!  It is simply 
recognizing what has been communicated in the text.  

The Issue Is Rewards. 

Now I know what some of you are thinking—because at 
one time I thought it my-
self!  Your response might 
very well be, “Oh, I’m not 
worried about reward.  I’ll 
be happy just to be in heav-
en for all eternity!”   On the 
one hand, who would not 
be happy just to be there?  
On the other hand, let me 
share with you two things 
that should change your 
thinking about the issue of 
rewards.    

First, notice how the elders of Revelation 4, when they fall 
down in worship before the Father, lay their crowns at  
Jesus’ feet.  These elders are typically considered to be 
representatives of the Church, and crowns often symbol-
ize reward.  And so, their actions challenged my perspec-
tive on rewards.  I don’t know about you, but I would  
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most certainly like to have something to lay at the feet of 
the Jesus during an eternity of worship to come.  In fact, I 
find doing so to be a glorious thought!  

Second, rewards from Jesus at the Bema Seat bear wit-
ness to His grace.  Now, I know you are thinking—that 
rewards are earned for service.  That is because you 
haven’t yet thought this through.  As a believer in the 
Lord Jesus Christ I was saved, apart from any worth or 
merit of my own, by the grace of God.  Then He called me 
to do the works that He prepared in advance for me to 
do, He gifted me to do them, He enabled me by His Spirit 
to do them.  Then He rewards me for doing what He pre-
scribed, gifted, and enabled me to do!   

What does that sound like to you from start to finish?  
Grace—marvelous, wonderful, matchless grace!  And I 
would be delighted if the life I live could, in as many ways 
as possible, bear testimony to the grace of God.  If  
rewards will do that, I will thankfully receive them. 

One final thing before we move on.  Perhaps you are 
wondering when the  
Bema Seat judgement 
is going to occur?   
Although Scripture does 
not directly address this 
point, it naturally would 
seem to take place  
after Church-age saints 
have been gathered via 
the Rapture of the 
Church and received their resurrection bodies.  As the 
graphic indicates, if we have correctly interpreted things 
to come, then this makes it very likely that our evaluaton 
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for rewards occurs in heaven, while the Tribulation, or 
Time of Jacob’s Trouble, is unfolding down below on 
earth. 

X.  The Wedding Supper  
of the Lamb. 

As we continue to move ahead with the unfolding of 
events still to come, we arrive at an event that occurs 
near the end of the Tribulation—again, not on earth, but 
in heaven.  I refer to the Wedding Supper of the Lamb!   

Let us rejoice and be glad and give Him glory!  For 
the wedding of the Lamb has come, and His bride 
has made herself ready.  Fine linen, bright and 
clean, was given her to wear. (Fine linen stands for the 
righteous acts of the saints.)  Then the angel said to 
me, "Write: 'Blessed are those who are invited to 
the wedding supper of the Lamb!’”   Revelation 19:7-9 

Let me suggest that the Wedding Supper is an event that 
involves the Lord Jesus Christ, and His Bride—the Church.   
In order to support this view, let me walk you through 
several of the key components of an ancient Jewish wed-
ding, including: 

1. A Betrothal.  This was a binding agreement between 
the groom and the bride, after the payment of a purchase 
price by the groom to the bride’s father.  This was a legal 
and binding contract, after which the couple were legally 
married, although not yet living as husband and wife.  

Be shepherds of the Church of God, which He 
bought with His own blood.       Acts 20:28 

Jesus Christ paid for His Bride, the Church, by means of  
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His death on the cross!  And, although the Church is now 
legally bound to Christ, we are not yet living with Him 
where He is!  In the meantime: 

  . . . no one can snatch His bride from His hand or 
the Father’s hand!             John 10:28-29 

2. A time of preparation.  After the betrothal, the 
groom would typically return to his father’s house, and, in 
the course of fulfilling his normal family responsibilities, 
would be busy preparing a place for his new bride.  When 
asked when he was going to bring his bride home to the 
place he was preparing, the groom would reply according 
to the custom of the time: “Ask my Father, for the time is 
in His keeping.” 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled . . . In my Fa-
ther’s house are many rooms . . . I go there to pre-
pare a place for 
you.  And if I go 
and prepare a 
place for you, I 
will come back 
and take you to 
be with Me that 
you also may be 
where I am.” 
      John 14:1-3   

“But concerning 
that day and 
hour no one 
knows, not even 
the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only.”   
                   Matthew 24:36 
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Do you see how naturally this, the time of the Church’s 
service here on earth, fits the time of preparation?  For 
Jesus has told us that He has gone to prepare a place for 
us—in His Father’s house!   And so, many have used the 
phrase, “no one knows the day or hour . . .  only the Fa-
ther,” to somehow diminish the deity of Christ.  To do so 
is to totally miss the connection to the Time of Preparation 
before Jesus returns for His Church! 

3. The Wedding Feast.  Once the preparations began, 
the groom knew the time was getting close.  Finally, one 
day, the Father said, “Son, go and get your bride!”  The 
friends of the groom gave a great shout, and proclaimed 
through the streets, “Behold the Bridegroom is coming for 
his bride.”  And then began a lengthy time of joyous 
feasting that often lasted for as long as a week.  

 . . . with the voice of an archangel, and with the 
trumpet call of God . . . And so we will be with the 
Lord forever.        I Thessalonians 4:16-17 

And, that brings us back to the verse in Revelation 19:9:  

Then the angel said to me, "Write: 'Blessed are 
those who are invited to the wedding supper of the 
Lamb!’”   

That would be to say, blessed is the Betrothed of Christ, 
the Church of the Firstborn!  Can we hang in there a little 
while longer while we wait for the:  

 . . . Blessed Hope, the glorious appearing of our 
great God and Savior?             Titus 2:13 

I trust we can.   
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XI.  A Final Rebellion 
Against God. 

We have now reached an event that is back down on 
earth.  It is a predictable event, but still very hard to 
grasp how it could happen.   

When the thousand years are over, Satan will be  
released from his prison and will go out to deceive 
the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog 
and Magog—to gather them for battle.  In number 
they are like the sand on the seashore.  They 
marched across the breadth of the earth and  
surrounded the camp of God's people, the city He 
loves.  But fire came down from heaven and  
devoured them.  And the devil, who deceived them, 
was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where 
the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. 
They will be tormented day and night for ever and 
ever.              Revelation 20:7-10 

Did you grasp what happened in the above?  The Lord  
Jesus has been reigning for a thousand years, has 
brought into existence a wonderful environment, great 
prosperity, face-to-face worship, perfect justice.  Yet, 
what happens?  Rebellion and judgement! 

Things to Note. 

1.  Satan is incorrigible!  No rehabilitation for him. 

Satan was a liar from the beginning, the father of lies, a 
deceiver, the one who blinds the minds of unbelievers and 
leads the world astray.  So what do you get when you  
release him?  He lies and deceives some of the lost popu-
lation of the world, recruits them to follow him to the 
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destruction of all involved!  And, by the way, Satan is not 
ruling in the Lake of Fire—he, along with the rest, will be 
tormented day and night for ever and ever. 

2.  Lost mankind isn’t any better! 

There is a very important lesson here we don’t want to 
overlook!  You can provide man with an ideal environ-
ment, and he will still rebel against God.  You can provide 
perfect justice and righteousness, and mankind will still 
rebel.  The only way out for mankind is to have a spiritual 
rebirth through faith in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ.  

Why is this little vignette right near the close of the Bible?  
Because it is meant to help the Church maintain its focus 
through the centuries.  
You see, if two innocent 
human beings could not 
withstand external 
temptation in the Gar-
den, how well do you 
think fallen human be-
ings will do?  As we saw 
above, even with Jesus 
ruling over them, some 
will still rebel!  This 
should be of great help 
in keeping the Church 
from getting caught up 
in a social gospel, solving racism, providing income equali-
ty, and anything else you want to add to the list.  Not a 
single one of these is the solution to man’s problems.  If it 
won’t work during the Millennial reign of Jesus Christ, it is 
not going to work now!  Lost people need to get saved!   
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3.  Jesus is in charge. 

One thing I really do appreciate about the above is how 
there is no drama with Jesus in charge.  It seems as if 
every crisis of our day plays out with endless pontification 
and spin.  When Jesus is in charge, fire came down from 
heaven and devoured them.  End of story! 

The Great White Throne Judgement  
 (Revelation 20:11-15). 

We are winding down to the end of human history as well 
as that of planet earth!   

Then I saw a great white throne and Him who was 
seated on it.  Earth and 
sky fled from His pres-
ence, and there was no 
place for them.  And I 
saw the dead, great 
and small, standing  
before the throne, and 
books were opened.  
Another book was 
opened, which is the 
Book of Life.  The dead 
were judged according 
to what they had done 
as recorded in the 
books.  The sea gave up the dead that were in it, 
and Death and Hades gave up the dead that were in 
them, and each person was judged according to 
what he had done.  Then Death and Hades were 
thrown into the lake of fire.  The lake of fire is the 
second death.  If anyone's name was not found 
written in the Book of Life, he was thrown into the 
lake of fire.            Revelation 20:11-15 
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1. A terrifying scene.  The above is an absolutely terri-
fying scene!  Once a person is in the Great White Throne 
line-up, all hope is gone! 

2.  The saved are not there.  The key to understanding 
the Great White Throne Judgement is the fact that all 
saved individuals have already been resurrected.  For ex-
ample, back in Revelation 20:4, speaking of the  Tribula-
tional saints: 

They came to life and reigned with Christ a  
thousand years.   

Further, in keeping with the Scriptures we have already 
studied, the Church has been resurrected along with Old 
Testament saints.  This passage is a resurrection to judge-
ment of the unbelieving of all ages.   

3.  As for the books, John 3:36 describes how you get 
your name into the Book of Life:   

“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but 
whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s 
wrath remains on him.”   

The other book is what we bring to the table—good works 
and bad—everything!  It is a last chance—a last ditch ef-
fort—for every last person to show why they should be 
allowed into God’s heaven rather than the Lake of Fire!  
Here is the horrible, horrible truth:  

  . . . anyone not found written in the Book of Life 
was cast into the Lake of Fire.     Revelation 20:15  

Everyone in the lineup before the Great White Throne of 
Judgement ends up in the Lake of Fire, because this is the 
resurrection of those who never trusted in Christ, and thus 
the wrath of God remains! 
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XII.  The Eternal State. 
What a great way to close our study.  God’s plan of re-
demption includes redemption for this world!  

The heavens will disappear with a roar; the ele-
ments will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and 
everything in it will be laid bare . . . the destruction 
of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in 
the heat.  But in keeping with His promise we are 
looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, 
the home of righteousness.        II Peter 3:10-13 

In fact, all things will be made new!  

He who was seated on the throne said, “I am mak-
ing everything new!” Then He said, “Write this 
down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 
               Revelation 21:5 

So in short, God’s promise to establish a kingdom that 
lasts forever has been fulfilled.   

It starts on this earth and transitions to something brand 
new.  You can read all about it in Revelation 21 and 22, 
but let me share these few verses to give you a glimpse: 

I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
beautifully dressed for her husband.  And I heard a 
loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwell-
ing of God is with men, and he will live with them. 
They will be His people, and God himself will be 
with them and be their God.  He will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. There will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of 
things has passed away."      Revelation 21:2-4 
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In Closing 
Look at how things conclude in the prophetic Book of  
Revelation—just four verses from the end.  

The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!”  And let him 
who hears say, “Come!”  Whoever is thirsty, let him 
come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free 
gift of the water of life.       Revelation 22:17 

The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!”  I take that to be 
the Holy Spirit and the Church, and they are calling to 
mankind right now!  Whoever might come under convic-
tion of the truth that they are a sinner in need of a Savior, 
they can come and drink—that would be to believe!  And, 
should they choose to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ— 
who is the Redeemer promised back in Genesis 3, who 
came for the specific purpose of paying with His own pre-
cious life the redemption price for sinners—then God has 
a free gift to give!  It is the water of life, and that would 
be eternal life in the heavenly city.  Do not ignore so great 
a salvation with the glories that are to come!  Why would 
anyone do so?  

The heart is rebellious and wicked and who can know it 
(Jeremiah 5:23), but the Spirit and the Church say, 
“Come” and believe in the One who loved you and died 
for you—Jesus our Savior!  Maranatha!  Come Lord Jesus! 
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