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Developing a Missions Focus 

At Vistoso Community Church we are seeking to under-
stand the plan God has for our fellowship in the area of 
missions and to have an impact to the “uttermost ends of 
the earth!”  Our first step toward becoming more mission-
al was to become church-directed in our missions giving.  
It is our goal to be actively involved in praying for and 
supporting missions work and to exercise Spirit-led dis-
cernment in the stewardship of the resources this fellow-
ship so graciously provides.  We wrestle in prayer con-
cerning who and what to support, and we also make eve-
ry effort to apply funds at the point of need rather than 
dilute them through organizational overhead.  

This process requires time and effort, but the rewards in 
terms of stewardship and a sense of being actively in-
volved in obeying the Great Commission is worth it.  Our 
growing focus on missions and our many forms of out-
reach have also had a benefit for our VCC congregation 
as we have drawn many active and retired missionaries 
into our fellowship.  This booklet is designed to introduce 
you to the missionaries and missions enterprises that  
you are supporting. 

This introduction provides the following topics that help  
explain VCC’s approach to missions: Church-directed mis-
sions, missionary contact, and VCC’s supported missionaries 
and projects. 

 



Church-Directed Missions 
There are a number of things involved in the concept of 
church-directed missions.  Foremost is that we work to 
develop a personal relationship with our missionaries so 
that we can better understand their ministry and their 
needs.  For example, we regularly have missionary 
speakers visit our Church and we have notebooks in the 
Fellowship Hall that provides regular updates on all of 
our missionaries.   

Another important factor in our church-directed approach 
to missions is stewardship.  We try to avoid sending 
money to a missions agency for their management.  In-
stead, we prefer for all funds given to the Church for mis-
sions purposes to be managed by our Missions Commit-
tee which eliminates overhead costs allowing us to direct 
more funds directly to missionaries and missions pro-
jects.  We are blessed that a number of active and re-
tired missionaries serve on this committee.   

Our personal relationship with our missionaries and mis-
sions projects assures that we are uniquely informed to 
provide prayer support.  Our prayer support is a vital part 
of the VCC approach to missions outreach. 

Missionary Contact 

The VCC Missions Committee maintains contact with all 
of our supported missionaries.  Notebooks in the Mis-
sionary Corner in the Fellowship Hall have all of the com-
munications we receive from our Missionaries so that our 
congregation can keep up to date on their activities.  
Some of that information is provided in this booklet to 
help everyone in our congregation to get familiar with the 
missionaries we support.  Further, contact information 
has been provided for each of the supported missionar-
ies so that those who wish to send encouraging messag-
es can do so. 



Supported Missionaries and Projects 

VCC has accounts for each of our supported missionar-
ies and projects, which gives the church the ability to di-
rect individual gifts to any of these entities.  Thus, if you 
wish to provide support for a particular missionary or 
missions project, you can donate those funds through 
the church.  These are the missionaries and missions 
projects to which the church can direct your funds: 

• Roberta Cencini, publication ministry 

• John Coleman, Tohono O’odham Reservation 

• Rick and Marilyn Fodey, Wycliffe Associates 

• Gilgal Gospel Ministries, India 

• Grace Training Institutes,  
 International Pastor Training  

• Jon and Barb Habegger,  
 Child Evangelism Fellowship  

• Audrey Johnson, Wycliffe 

• Steve and Virginia Kacprzak, Love Thy Neighbor, 
 Good Neighbor Get-Together Ministries 

• Kris Klebs, Ethnos 360, VCC Sent Missionary 

• Lottie Moon, SBC Christmas Offering for Missions 

• Julie Newsted, Christian Challenge—University  
 of Arizona 

• James and Linda Nissley, Wycliffe 

• Sharon Stark, Wycliffe 

• Paul and Hope Towne, Wycliffe 

• VCC-Philippines 

• VCC-Wycliffe/JAARS (Jungle Aviation and Radio 
Service) 

• Guillermo Villanueva, Evangelism in Latin America 

• Patti Wagner, Wycliffe  

• Richard and Tricia Wagner, Flying H Youth Ranch 

• Bryan and Diane Wilson,  
 United International Mission 

 

 



This section describes the ministries of each of the mis-
sionaries and missionary enterprises supported through 
the generous giving of the VCC congregation.  The min-
istry descriptions are in the same alphabetical order as 
the overview list on the previous page. 

Note that contact information is provided so that our con-
gregation can provide encouragement and support for 
our missionaries. 

Roberta Cencini (VCC Member) 
Truth and Hope International 

Teaching/Writing Ministry 

Contact: P.O. Box 457 
Camp Verde, AZ 86322 

Roberta saw that residents in 
nursing homes and assisted living 
facilities had a need to learn and 
grow through the teaching of 
God’s Word, which led her to  
begin a writing ministry.  Later 
she extended that ministry to pro-
vide Bible-based materials to prison inmates.  Her ability 
to produce materials was greatly hampered when her 
father became gravely ill and she became his caregiver 
until his death in the spring of 2018.  The death of her 
father and the many health issues she faces have kept 
her from resuming this ministry until recently.  She con-
tinues to send the materials she writes, plus many of the 
books  Pastor Kevin writes and VCC produces, to Chris-
tians overseas through a distribution ministry in Illinois. 

 

 



John Coleman 
Tohono O’odham Nation 

Contact: 
6166 E. Diablo Sunrise Road 
Tucson, AZ  85756 

John, a retired pastor, is a  
missionary on the Tohono O’o-
dham Indian Reservation. He 
began his ministry on the Reser-
vation in October 2003, serving 
in the First Papago  
Baptist Church.  His ministry 

has grown over the years and now John functions as 
both a church planter and as an encourager.  Because 
John and his wife Mavis live in Tucson, he makes the 
long trek to Sells and the Reservation several times each 
week.  VCC has the pleasure of helping him with travel 
expenses plus a few projects that benefit the poor. 

One project VCC supports is providing school supplies 
for students attending Living Word Academy, a Christian 
school for the youth on the Reservation.  The current 
project John has undertaken is to preserve an  
abandoned church in the village of Topawa on the  
Reservation.  The Tohono Nation has approved the 
transfer of the church and the land to become a Mission 
church, but the final papers are still making their way 
through the legal system. In the meantime, John has 
raised community support and volunteers to restore and 
preserve the building until the transfer can be completed 
and the building becomes a house of worship once 
again.  

 



Rick and Marilyn Fodey 
Wycliffe Associates, On loan  

to Wycliffe Bible Translators 

Rick: Finance and administration 
Marilyn: Aids translators  

Contact:  
63894 E. San Mateo Ln. 
Catalina, AZ  85739 
Email:  rick_fodey@sil.org   

Rick and Marilyn began their 
mission careers in the early 80’s 
using ESL as a means to engage 
students in Bible study in Guada-
lajara, Mexico.  Later, Rick moved into a support role as 
a construction coordinator in Chihuahua, Mexico. 

The Fodeys have been associated with Wycliffe Bible 
Translators for many years—most recently at the SIL 
Center in Catalina.  Marilyn works in the Literacy Office 
and often supports translators in many practical ways, 
including trips to language areas where translation is  
being done. Rick has continued in a variety of support 
roles—supervising maintenance of the SIL facility, man-
aging financial needs of language projects in Mexico, 
and currently in financial administration.  In between all 
these jobs, Rick and Marilyn have made mission trips to 
Peru, Colombia, Mexico, and Africa to oversee various 
construction projects. 

 



Gilgal Gospel Mission (GGM) 
Gospel Outreach in India 

Christobel Russelliah, President 
Contact: P.O. Box 480 
Wheaton, IL  60187 
Email:  ggmchristobel@gmail.com 

 

Gilgal Gospel Mission is multi-
faceted, reaching the most mar-
ginalized people in India through 
evangelization and church plant-
ing, pre-school ministry, children’s 
home and seminary. 

• Evangelism and Church 
planting. Gilgal Mission has planted 22 village 
churches where more than 2,000 people attend and 
are ministered to each week. 

• Pre-School. This year there are 35 children enrolled.  
These children are from the poorest families who are 
barely able to meet even their basic needs. 

• Children’s Home.  Currently 24 children are living in 
the home, which is a safe haven for them. Most will 
grow up to earn a college or seminary degree or  
secure professional jobs. 

• Theological Seminary. This year 15 new students 
enrolled in the seminary, bringing the total to 20. 
They came from a variety of backgrounds: some are 
first-generation believers, two from GGM’s Children’s 
Home, three from the middle class, but most come 
from a poor background.  They are all trained and 
equipped to reach the lost. 

 

 



Grace Training Institutes 
International Pastor Training 

Email:  savedbygrace@duluthbible.org 

Grace Bible Institute is unique in that it is a mission pri-
marily to Christians, to those who are saved but are  
lacking a strong foundation in the Word of God. We  
believe that it is the privileged responsibility of the saved 
to witness by life and by word to the truths of Holy  
Scripture.  In order to fulfill this commission, Duluth Bible 
Church established Grace Bible Institute with the goal of 
equipping pastors and teachers in areas of the world 
where there is an established church, but only limited 
training for church leaders.  Their first effort was in El 
Salvador, which was so effective that they moved into 
neighboring Nicaragua, and from there to Mexico, Peru, 
Zambia and Kenya. 

. ..God worked it out to have a Bible Conference 
among an indigenous group in San Marcos, Mexico, 
through partnering with a Wycliffe translator (Sharon 
Stark) and Vistoso Community Church in Tucson, AZ. 
The teams taught key lessons in Romans. 

 For information on the Grace Training Institutes new 

ministry in the Philippines, see VCC-Philippines. 

 



Jon and Barb Habegger 

Child Evangelism Fellowship 

Good News Clubs 
Contact: P. O. Box 12012 
Tucson, AZ   85732 

Jon and Barb are  
associated with Child 
Evangelism Fellowship, 
with Jon as Director of the 
Tucson office and Barb 
having the responsibility 
for recruiting and training 
the staff.  In addition, they 
are both actively involved in leading many of the ministry 
efforts, such as after-school Good News Clubs.  There 
are currently 50 Good News Clubs in the Tucson area.  
The clubs are held weekly during the school year and 
provide an evangelical  
program that has led many children to accept Christ.  
Several VCC members volunteer in the Good News 
Clubs at Coronado School in Catalina.  VCC Point-of-
Need funds help purchase supplies, teaching materials, 
and snacks for that club. 

During the summer many 5-Day Clubs are held in  
various neighborhoods.  Last year in these clubs, 133 
children heard the gospel and 44 made a profession of 
faith in Christ.  A number of clubs are now being taught 
in Spanish.  During the summer a 5-Day-Club was held 
at the Iglesia Bautista Kairos in South Tucson.  Another 
particular blessing was the opportunity to be part of 
“Yuma Blitz 2019” and “Operation Border Blessing.”  
Seven clubs were held all over Yuma, and one across 
the border in Mexico.  A total of 120 children heard a 
clear presentation of the gospel! 

 



Audrey Johnson (VCC Member) 
Wycliffe Bible Translators 

Jamiltepec Mixtec People Group 
San Juan Mixtec People Group 
Oaxaca, Mexico 

Contact: 
3225 E. Swallowtail Lane #2 
Tucson, AZ 85739 
Email:  audreyfjohnson@gmail.com  

 

There are only a few translators who 
actually translate the New Testament into more than one 
language.   
Audrey is one of those who has. She began in  
Jamiltepec (population about 5,000), which is located 
near the southwest coast of Mexico.  Later she moved  
to San Juan (population about 3,000), which is farther 
inland.  Both locations have the New Testament and 
there are many Christians who are now eager to have 
the Old Testament. To date, it has been drafted in both 
languages but only portions have been checked and 
published.  Much still needs to be done before the Old 
Testament can be published. 

Audrey officially retired from Wycliffe several years ago, 
but she hasn’t stopped her involvement in the ministry to 
the Mixtec people of San Juan and Jamiltepec.  Using 
Skype, she is able to encourage and give translation 
help to the teams of Mixtec men and women as they 
continue translating the Old Testament. 



Steve and Virginia Kacprzak  
(VCC Friends) 

Love Thy Neighbor Ministry  

The Good Neighbor Get Together 
Contact: P.O. Box 68830 
Tucson, AZ  85737 
Email:  LoveThyNeigh-
bor@fastmail.fm  

When asked what success looks 
like to Steve and Virginia, they 
wrote: 

To us, success is being given 
the opportunity to let someone, 
most likely a senior citizen, 
know that God loves them and has sent someone or 
something from Love Thy Neighbor Ministries to re-
mind them.   We do this through, but not limited to, 
visits with residents by us personally or from our vol-
unteers, our programs and the churches we work with.  
We further see success through increasing awareness 
of the plight of the institutionalized elderly and the epi-
demic of dementia, through educational programs to 
help alleviate these dilemmas, and through our Good 
Neighbor Get Together program, which provides a pe-
riod of respite to at-home caregivers through a time of 
fun and fellowship for their care receiver. 

Last year they were able to secure a supply of giant-print 
Bibles for those in nursing homes and care facilities.  It 
has been a wonderful way for them to engage with resi-
dents as they discussed the Bible and shared the Gospel 
message.  They are grateful to VCC for helping finance 
these Bibles, which have helped many elderly people. 

 



Kris Klebs (VCC Member) 
VCC Sent Missionary 

Ethnos 360. International  
Leadership Team, Egypt 

Email:  kris_klebs@ntm.org   

Kris, who became VCC’s first 
Sent Missionary in 2018, has 
recently returned to Egypt after 
a two-month busy stay in the 
U.S. and a quick trip to Germa-
ny for security training.  Her role 
with Ethnos 360 has been to 

help church planters in various ministry areas, ensuring 
they are using relevant and effective methods to teach 
and promote a biblical lifestyle in all areas of daily life. 

While she is still partially involved in this ministry, she 
has been asked to serve a two-year assignment in Egypt 
to begin a ministry among refugees. Her primary role is 
to help lay a foundation that will eventually lead to a per-
manent work among a displaced people group. She has 
completed the first level of Arabic study and is now more 
involved in helping lay the foundation for the ministry to 
refugees.  A couple and their two children have recently 
joined the team and Kris is helping them with orientation 
so that they become comfortable in the culture and are 
able to negotiate their way around even as they begin 
language study. 

 

 



Julie Newsted 
Christian Challenge 

The University of  Arizona 

Email:  julie@challengeaz.com 

Julie has been involved with 
Christian Challenge for more 
than 20 years and has served as 
Regional Director since 2009! 
Sometimes she mentions being a 
bit tired!  Maybe she even thinks 
it’s time to pass the baton, but a 
day with her husband Lee, sitting 
on the banks of a river fishing, 
clears her vision and she is once again committed.   

The mission of Christian Challenge is to engage students 
at the University of Arizona with the Gospel through a 
variety of outreach events to lead students to become 
disciples of Christ. Over the years, the goal and purpose 
have not changed.  Julie states,  

We exist to engage college students with the Gospel, 
to develop disciples of Jesus Christ, and to mobilize 
servant leaders for the Church.  

Christian Challenge uses evangelism, discipleship, and 
leadership training to meet this goal.  One of their high-
est goals is to make Gospel Appointments with students. 
These are very intentional appointments set up with new 
students to get to know them better, share about Chal-
lenge, and present the Gospel. 



James and Linda Nissley 
Wycliffe Bible Translators 

Support: Administration  
and Member Care 

Contact: 
3385 E. Swallowtail Lane 
Tucson, AZ  85739 
Email:  
james_nissley@wycliffe. org  
linda_nissley@wycliffe.org 

More than 30 years ago James 
quit his job and he and Linda embarked on their journey 
with Wycliffe that took them first to Papua New Guinea 
for 15 years, working in various support roles.  In 2011 
they were unable to go back to New Guinea because of 
health concerns and that is when they relocated to Cata-
lina, where James took on the role of Maintenance and 
Repair Center Manager.  His talents and experience be-
came apparent rather quickly and he was moved to 
Branch Administrator.  Linda is the Member Care Coordi-
nator and leads the Fellowship Team.  Her practical ap-
proach to problems and her obvious gift of compassion 
have been a particular blessing to Wycliffe members. 

James describes his job of Center Administrator as suc-
cessful when he is providing a good working environ-
ment for missionaries to carry on their work efficiently so 
that the Word of God can go out to the people of Mexico 
in the languages they understand, without unnecessary 
delays.  This includes having the supplies they need, the 
equipment working properly, the lights on, heating and 
cooling functioning as it should.  This can also includes 
being a listening ear and encouraging others.  Linda de-
fines success when she is coming alongside her team, 
encouraging them and leading well. 

 

 



Sharon Stark (VCC Member) 
Wycliffe Bible Translators  

Popoloca People Group 
Puebla, Mexico 
Contact: 
3325 E. Swallowtail Lane  #2 
Tucson, AZ  85739 
Email:  sharon.stark43@gmail.com  

 

In 1971 Sharon moved to a small 
dusty town in the state of Puebla, 
Mexico, and began to learn the Popoloca language, the 
language spoken by the people who lived in the area.  
Once she had adequate control of the language, she  
began to translate the New Testament, a work that took 
almost 14 years to complete.  During that period, many 
people came to know Christ and eventually established 
churches in the area.   

Recently teams from the Grace Bible Institute held work-
shops for the local churches, which gave them the foun-
dational teaching they needed.  Sharon is currently work-
ing with a team of Popoloca men and women translating 
the Old Testament.  Because of today’s technology, she 
has been able to retire in the U. S. while continuing to 
work with the team in Mexico via Skype. 

Sharon recently completed the study of the grammatical 
structure of the Popoloca language, a very scholarly  
undertaking.  It requires years of tedious work, making it 
one of the most difficult tasks for a linguist/translator to 
accomplish.   

 



Paul and Hope Towne 
Wycliffe Bible Translators 

Support:  
Technical  and Financial   
Mitla, Oaxaca, Mexico  
Website:   
https://www.wycliffe.org/ 
partner/paulhopetowne  

Paul and Hope are our newest 
and youngest missionary team.  
They arrived in Mitla, Mexico in 
February 2019.  Mexico is not 
a new place for them since 
Paul grew up there, the son of translators, and Hope 
spent several years there during high school when her 
parents were assigned there.  Despite this background, 
which gives them quite a head start, they actually found 
they needed some orientation!  Being the children of mis-
sionaries is something quite different from actually being 
a member of the organization.  Their adjustment is com-
ing along nicely and they are becoming comfortable in 
Mitla and have settled into their support jobs. 

Paul is a computer consultant and finding plenty of work 
helping translators with inevitable problems that show up 
or new programs to be learned.  He is also finding him-
self very useful in workshops, particularly helping nation-
als who come from an area where an indigenous lan-
guage is spoken.  Some are already adept at using a 
computer, while others are beginners.  Hope is also find-
ing herself very much needed in the finance office, espe-
cially during workshops when a lot of supplies are pur-
chased and wages are paid.  Often she is called on to 
help, all the while keeping the Mitla finance books and 
coordinating with the finance office in Catalina. 

 



VCC-Philippines 

Grace Training Institutes is currently preparing to send 
teams to the Philippines on an exploratory Pastor train-
ing mission.   At sometime in the recent past, several 
U.S. church denominations targeted the Philippines to 
plant churches.  The mission was quite successful, but 
the result left many churches in the Philippines with pas-
tors who are not grounded in the Word of God.  

Grace Institutes is beginning a ministry  
exploration in the Philippines in 2020 to 
determine whether there is sufficient inter-
est in pastor training.  The VCC Missions 
Committee is setting aside funds to help 
with the start-up of that teaching ministry.  
In addition, VCC’s Associate Pastor, Peter 
Tranvik, will be on the initial teaching team 
conducting seminars in the Philippines in 
early 2020.  Peter was part of the Grace Institute ministry 
over a period of several years before coming to 
VCC.  He traveled a number of times with the Institute to 
Myanmar as part of the teaching staff.  Because of that 
experience, he is familiar with the material being taught 
as well as the teaching methods that will be used in the 
Philippines.  Pastor Peter leaves December 31, and he 
will be teaching in several locations in the Philippines 

over a two-week peri-
od.  Unless he arrang-
es private transporta-
tion, the method of get-
ting from location to 
location is the local 
buses. 

 

 



VCC-Wycliffe/JAARS 
Jungle Aviation and Radio Service 

Contact: P.O. Box 248 
Waxhaw, N.C.  28173 
Website: jaars.org 

Wycliffe Bible Transla-
tors is working toward 
a goal of seeing the 
Bible translated into 
every language. 
JAARS’ mission is to 
make Bible translation and language development possi-
ble, especially in the most remote and difficult places on 
earth.  They do so by providing locally appropriate and 
sustainable solutions in transportation, technology, me-
dia and training. 

Though not involved directly in Bible translation, JAARS 
provides the day-to-day support to Bible translation part-
ners, such as Wycliffe Bible Translators, SIL Internation-
al, Wycliffe Global Alliance, and nationally-based organi-
zations.  Support may involve a flight over the moun-
tains, satellite internet in the desert, or providing motor-
cycles for bad roads.  Their goal is to support Bible trans-
lators so they can do what they do – translate the Bible.  

Wycliffe and JAARS are committed to the belief that peo-
ple’s lives and communities are transformed as they ex-
perience God’s Word in the language they clearly under-
stand.  VCC supports several Wycliffe missionaries as 
well as special Wycliffe/JAARS special projects. 



Guillermo Villanueva 
Pastor/Evangelist 

Guillermo Villanueva  
Ministries, Inc. 
Latin America 
Contact: P.O. Box 5002 
McAllen, TX  78502-5002 
Phone: (956) 686-4635 

 

Rev. Villanueva is an evangelist 
serving Latin America.  His min-

istry is multi-faceted, including crusades, radio and tele-
vision evangelism, church planting, and an international 
school for traveling evangelists.  He is truly a traveling 
evangelist!  Each month VCC receives his letter and he 
is usually in a different place than when he wrote the 
month before.  In fact, in October and November, 2019,  
he was in Cuba where he plans to take the gospel to 11 
of the main cities. 

He has recently been the speaker at a camp for the deaf 
in Texas and twice a month he disciples a deaf couple.  
This year he has worked with the leaders of evangelical 
churches in Mexico to coordinate the National Day of 
Prayer and the National Prayer Chain for Mexico.  
Through Trans World Radio Christian agency, his evan-
gelistic radio pro-
gram has 
reached almost 
all of Latin Amer-
ica. 

 



Patti Wagner  (VCC Member) 

Wycliffe Bible Translators  
Support:  
Receptionist, Hospitality 
Contact: 
15344 N. Twin Lakes 
Catalina, Arizona  85739 
Email Address:   
patti_wagner@sil.org 

 
The year 2019 was a challenging 
time for Patti as she cared for 
Jerry through the months of his battle with cancer.  Now 
that Jerry is safely at home in heaven, she has returned 
to full time ministry with Wycliffe in Catalina.  She works 
part time as a  
receptionist, and also as a member of the Member Care 
Team.  She helps with Hospitality, which suits her well.   

She misses Jerry, as we all do, and our memories of him 
are rich.  His voice—his made-for-radio voice!  How eve-
ryone enjoyed the narrations he did for the Easter and 
Christmas Cantatas.  And, of course, his sense of humor 
and his ever-ready quips brought a smile to everyone.  
He was a worker and a helper, always eager, always 
smiling. He had many gifts and he used them generously 
and all for the glory of God. 

He was a missionary, a radio missionary who served 
faithfully and well with HCJB World Radio Network in 
Window Rock, AZ and in Sierra Vista with KWRB. Then 
he came to Tucson and served with Wycliffe Bible Trans-
lators, using his other gifts of administration and mainte-
nance. 

 



Richard and Tricia Wagner 
Flying H Youth Ranch 

Contact: 370 Flying H Loop,  
Naches, WA  98937 
Website:  flyingh.org 

 
Richard and Tricia, along 
with their children Gabriel, 
Abigail, Elesha, and Brielle, 
live and minister at Flying H 
Youth Ranch in Naches, Washington.  The ranch is a 
Christian residential program for troubled teenage boys 
and provides a safe, encouraging environment where 
these boys can develop into productive members of soci-
ety.  Currently 20 boys are enrolled in the program.  
Hope Academy, located on the ranch, is an accredited 
school which ensures that the boys receive a robust and 
comprehensive Christian education as well as  activities 
designed to teach life skills. 

The Wagner family is dealing with health issues.  Rich 
has wet macular degeneration, which has stabilized for 
now, but he has lost most of the vision in one eye.  Their 
daughter Elesha has been diagnosed with a learning dis-
order which will require special training, teaching, and 
therapy.  And, their son Gabriel has Type 1 Diabetes.  
Because the Wagners already had experience with dia-
betes, they were recently able to accept a diabetic boy 
into the Ranch’s program. 

Letters from the Wagners often tell about the impossible 
situations they deal with on a regular basis.  Some things 
are humorous while others are heart breaking.  Stop by 
the Missions Corner to keep up with the Wagners and 
the 20 teenage boys who fill their hearts. 

 

 



Bryan and Diane Wilson 
Pilot/Mechanic 

United International Mission 
Formerly United Indian  
Mission,  Tucson 

Email:   
dianewilson67@gmail.com      
bryanwilson@gmail.com 

Bryan and Diane, along with 
their children Toby, Ross, 
and Charis, served for many years with Flying Missions 
in Zambia, Africa.  However, it became increasingly evi-
dent that Charis has special needs.  After a thorough, but 
unsuccessful, search for a school in Africa that would be 
suitable for her, they made the decision to return to  
Tucson.  The children are now enrolled in school, and 
Charis is getting the help she requires.  The family has 
settled in Oro Valley and Bryan is now associated with 
United International Mission.  He continues to serve as a 
pilot/mechanic at the UIM hangar at Ryan Air Field and 
makes periodic flights to Mexico to serve missionaries 
who are located there. 

United International Mission, formerly known as United 
Indian Mission, which was founded in 1956 to establish 
biblically-based, indigenous churches among Native 
Americans, has now expanded into Canada, the U.S., 
Mexico, Cuba, and Central Asia.  While UIM is based in 
Phoenix, there are outposts at Ryan Airfield in Tucson 
and also in Mexico. 



We use the Point-of-Need title to describe those mission-
aries or missionary enterprises that we support as their 
needs arise and as we have funds available.  The follow-
ing is a listing of the recent Point of Need projects: 

• Child Evangelism Fellowship:  Air Conditioning up-
grade for their administrative office, support for their 
Pima County Fair outreach, support for the outreach 
in Yuma, Arizona, to undocumented, migrant chil-
dren, and student training. The picture below is one 
of the Bible classes in the Yuma. 

• Coronado School Good News Club: Treats and 
supplies.  Several VCC members volunteer with this 
ministry to reach school children with the gospel. 

• John Coleman: 
Christmas gifts for 
children on the 
Tohono O’odham 
Reservation. The 
picture is part of 
that Christmas 
celebration. 

 



• Dunamis Ministry: Support for Hikiwan van repair. 

• Faith comes by 
Hearing: Military  
Biblesticks for our 
troops. 

• Family First Preg-
nancy Care Center: 
Summer student 
training and donation 
for the Chuck Wagon 
fund raiser. 

• Flying-H Ranch: Christmas for the boys. 

• Grace Training Institute: Funds to support Pastor 
and teacher travel to the planned  2020 San Marcos 
conference 

• Gilgal Gospel Mission: Christmas sandals for the 24 
children currently living in the Gilgal Mission Home 
(some of them pictured below).  



• ICARE: Used eye glass-
es, unexpired medica-
tions, medical equipment, 
and supplies for distribu-
tion during their clinics in 
Mexico. 

• Living Word Academy: 
Student tuition scholar-
ship,  bathroom repair, 
and school supplies for 
the students. 

• Love Thy Neighbor Min-
istries: Office computers 
and Spanish Bibles 

• San Marcos, Mexico Church:  Building supplies for 
the church the members are building.  

• VCC-Philippines: Travel for Pastor Peter to teach in 
the Philippines. 



 

      Kathryn Farris                   Audrey Johnson                 Michael Parker 

If you would like to know more about VCC’s support of 
missionaries or our missions projects, just ask one of the 
members of our Missions Committee, pictured on these 
two pages.   

If you would like to help with the committee’s evaluation 
of missionary fund requests and communication with our 
missionaries, just come to a Missions Committee meet-
ing or talk to a committee member. 

Mission Committee Members 

    Michael Galyen                    Jackie Budd                      Peggy Burnap 

           Chair 



            Chuck Slade               Genenne Sexton                Sharon Stark 

                        Ralph and Bonita Nitcher 

Mission Activities 

Mission Corner. The committee decided to carve out a 
place in the Fellowship 
Hall for a Missions  
Corner.  Thanks to 
Genenne Sexton and 
Peggy Thurmond for 
making it lovely. The 
committee invites you 
to stop by often to find 
the latest news, prayer 
cards and information from our missionaries and mission 
organizations, or just to try out one of the comfortable 
chairs!   



Missions Conference.  VCC’s very-first-ever Missions 
Conference took place in No-
vember!  Guest speaker was 
Nard Pugyao, a JAARS pilot 
from the Philippines, who refers 
to himself as having come from 
“a jungle hut to being a jungle 
pilot.”   Other speakers included 

Ralph Nitcher, Wade Remer, Sharon Stark, and Pastor 
Peter Tranvik discussing the new mission opening up for 
Grace Bible Institutes pastor training in the Philippines. 

Reservation Tour.  Michael Galyen arranged a day trip 
to the Tohono O’odham Reservation for seven people to 
see first-hand the work John Coleman is doing. The trip 
included a visit to the Word of Life Christian Academy, 
where school supplies were dropped off, a tour of the 
Himdag Ki (Way of Life House) Museum, and the Ba-
boquivari District headquarters where they were served  
Indian fry-bread tacos for lunch!                                                         

At Living Word Academy from l-r: David Montgomery, Michael Galyen,  
Barbara Glaser, Phyllis Henderson, Kathryn Farris, Lynette and Michael Prout,  

John Coleman, and Fran Pearce. 



Missionary Visits.  The Missions Committee hosted vis-
its from a number of missionaries during the year, includ-
ing:  Julie and Lee Newsted, John and 
Mavis Coleman, Bryan and Diane Wil-
son, James and Linda Nissley, Paul and 
Hope Towne, Kris Klebs, and Christobel 
Russelliah (at right), who was here for 
three days, learning more about our 
church as we learned more about Gilgal 
Gospel Mission.  

Family First Visit.  Several ladies made the trek to Ora-
cle to visit the Family First Ministry. The director Clare 
Grochocki gave a tour of the facility and recounted the 
history of the ministry and how it reaches into the com-
munity today to serve families and to present the gospel. 
And, of course, what would an outing be without lunch 
and a time to share impressions about the ministry? 

Medical Supplies.  There were trips by several men to 
take medical supplies and used eye glasses to Yuma 
and Gila Bend for ICare Ministries. Another trip was 
made to Sells and the Living Word Academy to make re-
pairs on the school building, and then to the Baboquivari 
District office to deliver donated household items.  

School Supplies.  The Missions Committee again spon-
sored the collection of school 
supplies for the children on the 
Tohono O’odham reservation.  
And, again the VCC congrega-
tion 
 responded generously, filling 
the yellow school bus in the  
Fellowship Hall to overflowing.  
Committee members delivered 
the supplies in person. 
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