
November, 2022 
Daily Devotional 

Vistoso Community Church 

Blessed is the man who… 

delight(s) in the law  of the Lord, 

and on His law he meditates 

day and night. 
Psalm 1:1-2 



Foreword 
As we get nearer to closing out this year reading our  
Bibles together, we will continue our lessons in Isaiah until 
we have a special devotional for 
Veteran’s day.  After that break, 
we will return to the Book of 
Hebrews until Thanksgiving 
time.  After one day of Scrip-
tures reminding us to give 
thanks to the Lord, we will  
finish out the month studying 
the teachings of Jesus from the 
Book of John 

May we be blessed by the Lord 
as we read His Word and share 
His thoughts, affections, and 
purposes! 

In His grace,  

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 

 



Lessons from Isaiah 
Tuesday, November 1: Read Isaiah 2 

Isaiah Chapter 2 introduces us to one of the hardest things 
about reading a prophetic book.  We tend to think in terms 
of chronology.  In other words, if Chapter 1 is a call for  
Israel to repent before discipline falls, then Chapter 2 
should continue the narrative.  We also tend to think of 
time unfolding in only one direction.  So what do we have 
in Chapter 2?  It has a partial break in the narrative with 
the content jumping back and forth in time.  Here is the 
flow:   

• In Verses 1-5, we have a description of the glorious  
future that awaits Israel when it is the chief nation on 
earth (the mountain of the Lord’s temple is chief among 
the mountains [nations] ).  This is not going to happen 
until the Lord returns to rule and reign on this earth. 

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Isaiah 
Tuesday, November 1: Read Isaiah 2 

(Continued) 

• In Verses 6-8, we are back to a description of the  
current circumstances and Israel’s sin. 

• In Verses 9-11, we have the discipline that is coming 
soon if something doesn’t change. 

• In Verses 12-21, we have a description of events that 
are going to occur during another future time we often 
refer to as the Tribulation. 

Now, this chronology isn’t meant to make a case for one 
particular view of the future.  Rather, I want to introduce 
you to the challenge we face when studying prophecy.  

Just two more things to note: First, there are many  
modern theologians 
who state that Isaiah 
2:1-5 is descriptive of 
the Church.  Read it 
again carefully.  Does 
that seem remotely 
the case?  You have 
to terribly distort the 
clear meaning of lan-
guage to hold that po-
sition.  Secondly, even 
if we are not quite 
sure when one period 
begins and another 
ends, we can all agree 
that the obvious impli-

cation of Verse 22, is to turn and trust in the Lord!   

Stop trusting in man, who has but a breath in his 

nostrils.  Of what account is he?  Amen! 



Lessons from Isaiah 
Wednesday, November 2: 

Read Galatians 6 

Perhaps you are still wondering if it is going to be worth 
our time to sort through this lengthy Old Testament book. 
I assure you, we will be blessed.  However, before we  
proceed further in Isaiah, I want to introduce you to a 
principle that will help keep us from making unwarranted 
application while studying this great book.  Here it is:  

 Not all Scripture is to us, but it is all for us!   

This means we must carefully discern, and be firm about, 
the audience and applicability of each Scripture.  For ex-
ample, you can’t automatically take something specifically 
directed to Israel and apply it to the Church.  However, no 
matter who the audience is, we can always step back and 
ask two questions: Are 
there any general prin-
ciples being taught? 
Can we confirm them 
elsewhere in Scripture? 

Let me give you two 
examples that have 
already shown up in 
our brief study.  Isaiah 
1:2-4 tells us that the 
Israelites are under a 
terrible indictment be-
cause of sin.   

Ephesians 2:1 teaches 
the same thing about 
the entire human race: 

 ... you were dead in your transgressions and sins.  

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Isaiah 
Wednesday, November 2: 
Read Galatians 6 (Continued) 

God graciously offered reconciliation to the Israelites in 
Isaiah 1:18, and He most certainly has offered it to the 
entire human race through the salvation that is available 
in His Son. (John 3:16)  Lastly, one of the most powerful 
themes we will find throughout the Book of Isaiah is that 
choices have consequences!  Consider Galatians 6:7 in  
today’s reading: 

Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.  A man 
reaps what he sows.  The one who sows to please 
his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruc-
tion; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from 
the Spirit will reap eternal life.  

As you can see, the Book of Isaiah might not be written 
directly to us, but it is most certainly for us! 



Lessons from Isaiah 
Thursday, November 3: Read Isaiah 3 

My first response after reading this chapter is, “Ouch!”  
For anyone hearing or reading this prophecy can tell that 
really bad things 
are coming.  Let’s 
note Isaiah 3, 
Verse 13:  

The Lord takes 
His place in court; 
He rises to judge 
the people.  

Once again, we 
have the imagery 
of a courtroom sce-
ne and God himself 
as judge.  Then, 
most of the rest of 
the chapter is devoted to documenting two things: the sin 
of the people and the judgment about to fall upon them.   

As to sin:   

... their words and deeds are against them, they  
parade their sin like Sodom … the elders and lead-
ers ... plunder from the poor … The women of Zion 
are haughty ... flirting with their eyes.   
              Isaiah 3:8-9, 14, 16 

And, Verse 1 says all we need to know about discipline:   

... the Lord Almighty is about to take from Jerusa-
lem and Judah both supply and support ... 

The section goes on to describe the loss of food, water,  
political leadership, spiritual leadership, and justice. (When 
you look at our nation, do you suppose that the loss of  

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Isaiah 
Thursday, November 3: Read Isaiah 3 

(Continued) 

leadership and justice could be discipline from the hand of 
the Lord?  I believe so.)  Now, you would think that this 
would get the people’s attention and cause them to cry out 
to the Lord: “What do we need to do in order to keep this 
from happening?”  We have already seen the answer in 
Chapter 1.  If they turn from their sin and turn to the Lord, 
He will forgive them.   

... return to the LORD your God, for He is gracious 
and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in 
love, and He relents from sending calamity.  

                    Joel 2:13 

This is God’s steadfast way of dealing with His people, 
and yet we are so stubborn.  There is no future in pursu-
ing sin, as the people of Israel are going to find out.  May 
it please God that we would learn from their error and 
subsequent discipline! 



Lessons from Isaiah 
Friday, November 4: Read Isaiah 4 

Chapter 4 provides us with an excellent opportunity to 
learn something about the study of prophecy—specifically 
the factor of time.  Let me show you what I mean:  

• In Chapter 3:1-4:1, we have a description of a very  
difficult time for Israel as she is disciplined for her sin.   

• In Isaiah 4:2, 
we have an  
abrupt change 
that runs 
through the 
end of this 
short chapter.   
All of a sudden 
we see God’s 
blessing upon  
Israel.   

The first observa-
tion we can make is that chapter breaks and verse num-
bers have been added by human editors and are not in-
spired.  Here, it would seem the editors may have started 
Chapter 4 in the wrong place.  But the much bigger issue 
is this: at the time Isaiah wrote Chapters 3 and 4, all of 
the content was prophetic—none of it had happened at 
that time.   

Furthermore, what Isaiah has done is run two distinct 
prophecies together.  The first one involves discipline. 
(Isaiah 3:1-4:1)  The second one involves a much more  
future time when Christ returns and establishes His king-
dom.  Another way of describing this is to tell you that to-
day the prophecy of Isaiah 3 has already been fulfilled 
while Isaiah 4:2-6 has not yet occurred.   

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Isaiah 
Friday, November 4: Read Isaiah 4 

(Continued) 

This tendency to run multiple prophecies together is very 
common and will take practice to unravel.  I want you to 
get used to it, because there are many more to come. 
Here is a diagram that might help.   

Imagine each of the mountain peaks in the diagram is a 
Biblical prophecy contained within a particular portion of 
Scripture.  From the perspective of the stick man, he 
would see just one peak. The second prophecy is hidden 
behind the first, but he would be reading both prophecies.   

However, for us, looking from the perspective of the  
historical record on the completed Canon of Scripture, we 
can often see both peaks. Therefore, we should be able to 
distinguish the prophecies in terms of both their distinct 
time and their distinct content.  This might seem confus-
ing, but we are going to get a chance to practice our  
discernment in Chapter 5, as well as a number of other 
places in the Book of Isaiah.   

Just remember, when reading something prophetic  
where the pieces don’t all seem to fit, consider the possi-
bility that you are dealing with more than one distinct 
prophecy.   



Lessons from Isaiah 
Monday, November 7: 

Read Isaiah 5:1-13 

Isaiah Chapter 5 contains language that is very figurative 
in nature, yet very easy to interpret—in part because God 
interprets for us.  The chapter starts out talking about a 
vineyard loved by the Lord.  Notice how God has done 
everything necessary in order to establish a vineyard that 
would produce choice grapes.  Yet the verdict from God’s 
perspective is very clear:  

… When I looked for good grapes, why did it yield 
only bad?             Isaiah 5:4 

Vineyard, grapes—what 
is the chapter talking 
about?  You probably 
already suspect, but 
Verse 7 makes it clear:   

The vineyard of the 
Lord Almighty is the 
house of Israel, and 
the men of Judah 
are the garden of 
His delight.   

Israel and Judah likely 
refer to both the north-
ern and southern kingdoms of Israel.  Neither the north or 
the south are walking in obedience to the Lord.  This 
chapter, as a whole, reveals that the sin of the people in-
cludes social, moral, and spiritual failure.  So what is God 
going to do about it?   

Continued on the next page.  



Lessons from Isaiah 
Monday, November 7: 

Read Isaiah 5:1-13 (Continued) 

God’s declaration is one of prophecy.  In Verse 5, God is 
going to remove His protective hand.  In Verses 6-10, 
there is going to be both population decline and lack of 
agricultural production.  Then, in Verse 13, God’s final 
judgment is exile for the people.   

As a point of application, let’s ask these questions, “What 
has God given us in this fifth chapter of Isaiah?  Is this a 
principle, or a one-time thing that just applies to the 
Jews?”  What I mean is this: When God, in grace, pro-
vides for the needs of a people and then they choose  
instead to pursue sin, should they expect judgment to  
follow?  I would suggest the answer is yes.   

Furthermore, what do you think this might mean for the 
future of the United States?  Should we expect, or are we 
already seeing, the hand of God’s judgment?  We’ll continue 
this investigation tomorrow. 



Lessons from Isaiah 
Tuesday, November 8:  Read Romans 1 

I wanted you to read Romans 1, in particular Verses 18-32, 
as a follow-up to the prophecy we noted yesterday in  
Isaiah 5.  We are trying to learn if the pattern of sin and 
judgment has application to nations outside of Israel.  

Notice in Romans 1, the nation of Israel is nowhere in 
sight.  Rather, in Verse 18, we have men who suppress 
the truth about the existence of God.  The reason for this 
suppression is laid out in Verse 21.  It is not that they 
don’t know about the existence of God, rather, it is that 
they have made a conscious choice not to give Him glory 
or to give Him thanks for what He has created and provid-
ed.  In other words, they do not want to bend the knee to 
even the thought of a Sovereign God.  What does God 
do?  Notice that three times in Verses 24-32 it says that 
God “gave them over.”  Gave them over to what—to an 
ever-worsening pattern of sin.  What is happening in  
Romans 1 is a clear statement of what God will do when a 
people reject Him as Creator and provider.  He will turn 
them over to the consequences of that rejection, and 
those consequences include an increasing manifestation of 
the fallen nature of man.   

Lost mankind has this idea that to get out from under the 
thumb of God will somehow result in some kind of libera-
tion.  We have all the evidence we need to prove or dis-
prove this theory.  What has happened in the United 
States over the course of the past 30 years as we have 
increasingly turned our backs on God, rejecting Him as 
Creator and Sovereign?  Look at the social and cultural 
mess we are in right now and tell me, has it been liberating 
or enslaving?  We have been turned over just as the Word 
of God declares and we are reaping the consequences.   
God’s ways, although they do demand something of us, are 
always for the best!  



Lessons from Isaiah 
Wednesday, November 9: 

Read Isaiah 5:13-30 

The second half of Isaiah Chapter 5 is much the same as 
the first half.  The people are persistent in their sin—even 
daring God to act. (Verse 19)  And, they are going to be 
severely disciplined by God as the result.  The language is 
striking:   

Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who 
put darkness for light and light for darkness, who 
put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter. 
                  Isaiah 5:20 

This passage makes it very clear that although we might 
be able to fool ourselves, we don’t pull anything over on 
God.  Again, what is God’s response?  As we should expect 
by now:  

... the Lord’s anger burns against His people; His 
hand is raised and He strikes them down … 
                   Isaiah 5:25 

The call for this discipline was certainly prophetic at the 
time it was written.  It is God declaring that He is going to 
discipline the Children of Israel.   

Now, I want you to think through something very carefully 
with me.  The northern kingdom was attacked and con-
quered by the Assyrians in 722 BC, with most of its people 
deported.  What would you do if you were living in the 
southern kingdom of Judah following this calamity?  Would 
you be thinking, “Those nasty people to the north got 
what they deserved but God is going to protect us be-
cause we are better?”  Or, would you be thinking: The 
people in the northern kingdom were sinful, God said He  



Lessons from Isaiah 
Wednesday, November 9: 

Read Isaiah 5:13-30 (Continued) 

would strike them, and He did, and we are sinful, so we 
had better turn from our sin and turn back to God, or the 
same thing is going to happen to us?”  

For the most part the people in the southern kingdom 
chose the former.  They elected to ignore the lesson  
instead of applying it to themselves.  And, in 586 BC,  
Babylon took the southern kingdom into exile.   

That would make Chapter 5 prophetic in the two moun-
tains form shown in our diagram.  The first mountain is 
the Assyrians taking the northern kingdom.  What the 
people refused to see was that Babylon, the second 
mountain, would take the southern kingdom into exile. 

This is just one of a number of such repeating patterns 
throughout the Word of God.   

Oh, that we would pay attention and respond.  How much 
suffering we could avoid.  For in this world we know we 
are already going to have tribulation (John 16:33), we don’t 
need to add discipline to that tribulation.    



Lessons from Isaiah 
Thursday November 10: Read Isaiah 6 

What an absolutely fearful and awe-inspiring vision of God 
in His throne room.  No doubt this was something that 
helped Isaiah persevere during his decades of ministry.  

Today, I would like you to consider the great irony in this 
passage, one that is equally true in our day.  We could 
certainly make the case that Isaiah was one of the most 
spiritual men in all the world at the time of his vision.  And 
yet, when he is confronted with the holiness of God, his 
response is found in Isaiah 6:5:  

“Woe to me! … I am ruined!  For I am a man of un-
clean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, 
and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.”   

I saw the Lord sitting on a throne …  
So I said: “Woe is me ... for I am undone!   

Because I am a man of unclean lips ... 



Lessons from Isaiah 
Thursday November 10: Read Isaiah 6 

(Continued) 

Here is the irony, if this is the response of the most  
spiritual of men, how much more is the expected humility 
of those less spiritual and more needy.  Yet in both  
Isaiah’s day and in our day, how many people have decid-
ed that it is acceptable to go about their daily lives as if 
God doesn’t carry any weight?   

Further, how many of those who have some relationship 
with God fail to manifest an outworking of that relation-
ship that is in any way visible?  Sad to say, this appears to 
be almost the norm in our day.   

So what can we learn from this?   

1. The more we grow spiritually, the more we can expect 
to become aware of the glory of God and our lack of 
standing before Him.  Praise be to God that our  
acceptance before God is based upon our union with 
Christ and not upon our own standing before God. 
(Ephesians 1:6)   

2. Don’t be surprised at the apathy toward spiritual things 
of those around us.  It is our calling to hold out the 
truth, but then remember that: God is drawing them, 
the Spirit is convicting, and the Word of God remains 
alive and powerful.   

Only spiritual growth can allow us to see God as He really 
is and recognize our woeful inadequacy before Him apart 
from our identity in Christ! 



Veteran’s Day 
Friday, November 11: 

Read Nehemiah 4  

One of the Core Values of Vistoso Community Church 
reads as follows: The principles of divine establish-
ment are God-given.  Then Nehemiah 4:14 is provided 
as a Scripture reference. 

The people of Israel are trying to become re-established in 
the land of Israel after a period of exile, and under the 
courageous Nehemiah, they are in the fight of their lives.  
While trying to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, they come 
under all kinds of attacks from those who don’t want a 
safe and secure nation to be re-established.  It is during 

one of those times of 
great danger that  
Nehemiah comes before 
the people and says: 

Don’t be afraid of 
them.  Remember 
the Lord, who is 
great and awesome, 
and fight for your 
brothers, your sons 
and your daughters, 
your wives and your 
homes.     
        Nehemiah 4:14   

A good number of people have asked me about this verse, 
and the principles of Divine Establishment.  Divine Estab-
lishment is the idea that God instituted the following for 
the human race: volition (the ability to make choices), 
marriage, family, and nations.  Not only have these things 
been instituted by God, but He has revealed to us how 
they are to function.  Ponder them for a moment, and  



Veteran’s Day 
Friday, November 11: 

Read Nehemiah 4 (Continued) 

look again at what Nehemiah is really saying to an afraid 
and threatened group of people. 

Allow me to paraphrase as follows: Choose to put your 
hope in the Lord who is great and awesome, and then 
fight.  Fight for those things the Lord has established 
among you: marriage, family, and your nation!   

In short, Nehemiah is calling the people to turn to the One 
who has created and formed us, and established principles 
by which we shall live.  In the case of Nehemiah 4, once 
the enemy knew of the mindset of the Israelites, they 
backed down.  With today being Veterans Day, let me  
suggest that you and I give thanks for those who have 
chosen to fight for the sake of their wives, families, and 
their nation.  And, may we find that, like Israel, our free-
doms would be preserved through trust in God as the 
proper way to face any enemy who seeks to usurp those 
freedoms.  And all God’s people said, “Amen!” 



Back to Hebrews 
Monday, November 14: 

Read Hebrews 8:1-6 

When we last were in the Book of Hebrews, we closed 
with several devotionals on Jesus as our great High Priest!  
We learned that Jesus is not a priest in the line of Aaron, 

but in the line of the mys-
terious Melchizedek.  I 
am fully aware, that in 
our day, it is hard to get 
most people to value the 
truth that Jesus is our 
High Priest.  I want to 
change that today.   

Verse 3 of today’s read-
ing tells us:   

Every High priest is ap-
pointed to offer both 
gifts and sacrifices, and 
so it was necessary for 
this One also to have 
something to offer.    

So what did Jesus offer and was it accepted?  We have to 
move ahead to Chapter 9 to find out:   

But Christ came of the good things to come, with 
the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made 
with hands, that is, not of this creation.  Not with 
the blood of goats and calves, but with His own 
blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, 
having obtained eternal redemption.   
            Hebrews 9:11-12 

You need to read the previous two verses several times to 
let them sink in.  We know of Christ’s death on the cross 
on our behalf.  It was a visible historical event.  What was  



Back to Hebrews 
Monday, November 14: 

Read Hebrews 8:1-6 (Continued) 

not visible, but equally true, was that Jesus Christ entered 
heaven itself and obtained redemption for all who will 
come in faith.  Jesus opened heaven for mankind!  Who 
else could do that?  Only Jesus our High Priest!  Perhaps 
you are thinking, “Are you sure about that?”  Absolutely:   

For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that 
was only a copy of the true one; He entered heaven 
itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence.   
              Hebrews 9:24 

He opened heaven to those who had been excluded, and 
now:  

He is able to save completely those who come to 
God through Him, because He always lives to  
intercede for them.        Hebrews 7:25 

Heaven opened an ongoing intercessory ministry on our  
behalf!  You don’t need to know a lot about priests and the 
priesthood, except for One, the Lord Jesus Christ!  You and 
I need to have a personal relationship with Him, for He 
alone is Redeemer and daily intercessor.  Count on Him! 



Back to Hebrews 
Tuesday, November 15: 
Read Hebrews 8:7-13 

Let me draw your attention to the closing verse of today’s 
reading: 

By calling this covenant ‘new’, He has made the first 
one obsolete; and what is obsolete and aging will 
soon disappear.           Hebrews 8:13 

If you recall from our previous reading, not only does 
Hebrews claim the Mosaic Law is obsolete, it also claims:   

... for the law made nothing perfect, and a better 
hope is introduced by which we draw near to God. 
(This refers, of course, to faith in Jesus Christ.)   
              Hebrews 7:19  

The Mosaic Law couldn’t save and will soon be obsolete.  
We need to dig into that a bit further.  Let’s see if we can 
Rightly understand the role of the Mosaic Law: 

1. Keeping the Law as a system of good works has never 
saved anyone! 

... a man is not justi-
fied by observing 
the law, but by faith 
in Jesus Christ.  So 
we, too, have put 
our faith in Christ 
Jesus that we may 
be justified by faith 
in Christ and not by 
observing the law, 
because by observ-
ing the law no one 
will be justified.  
     Galatians 2:16 



Back to Hebrews 
Tuesday, November 15: 

Read Hebrews 8:7-13 (Continued) 

2. Salvation from an eternal destiny in hell to one in 
heaven has always been through faith: 

Abraham believed God and it was credited to 
him as righteousness.       Genesis 15:6   

The introduction of the Mosaic Law didn’t change  
anything: 

The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set 
aside the covenant previously established by God 
and thus do away with the promise.     Galatians 3:17 

3. The Law’s role wasn’t to save, it was to point to the 
Savior and prompt faith!  This is the truth that has 
been missed by so many.  Look carefully at the  
following:   

Therefore, no one will be declared righteous in His 
sight by observing the law; rather, through the law 
we become conscious of sin.              Romans 3:20   

So the Law was to show us we are sinners in need of a 
Savior!  The Law doesn’t save us by what we do, it 
points us to the One in whom we need to believe: 

… the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ 
that we might be justified by faith.      
            Galatians 3:24 

Not surprisingly, once we have believed, the tutor, that 
was the Law, no longer has a job!   

Now that faith has come, we are no longer under 
the supervision of the law.    Galatians 3:25   

We’ll pick up here tomorrow.  



Back to Hebrews 
Wednesday, November 16: 

Read I Corinthians 10 

I’m going to pick up right where we left off yesterday. 

4. In struggling to keep the Ten Commandments, every 
Jew should have become convicted of their sin (as 
should we).  Consider how powerfully the Passover 
and the Day of Atonement, as well as the daily offer-
ings, pointed to God’s provision of a Savior to come, 
who we now know as the Lord Jesus Christ!  If you, as 
a Jewish individual, put your faith in God’s provision of 
forgiveness for sin as illustrated in the Day of Atone-
ment, then you were saved based upon responding in 
faith to the revelation you had received.  In short, you 
were trusting in the One who was to come, the Lord 
Jesus. 

5. You see, salvation has always been by faith alone in 
Christ alone!  Consider the following:   

They were all baptized by Moses into the cloud and 
the sea.  They all ate the same spiritual food and 
drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from 
the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that 
rock was Christ.        I Corinthians 10:2-4   

For they drank from 
the spiritual rock that  

accompanied them,  
and that rock was 

Christ. 
I Corinthians 10:4 



Back to Hebrews 
Wednesday, November 16: 

Read I Corinthians 10 (Continued) 

Paul is clearly describing the Exodus generation.  How 
could they have eaten and drunk from Christ?  Jesus 
protected them from the destroying angel, traveled in 
their midst in the pillar of fire and smoke, brought 
them through the Red Sea, and fed them and provided 
water in the desert.  When they trusted in the One 
who redeemed and provided for them, they were trust-
ing in Christ.  The extent of their revelation is very 
much different from ours, but the object of our faith is 
exactly the same.  Reread the I Corinthians passage on 
the previous page and you will see that is the case. 

6. One final thought.  The Law can bring us to the point 
of salvation, but can it provide for our need of sanctifi-
cation once saved?  The short answer is, “No!”  Here is 
the longer answer:   

We know that the 
law is good if one 
uses it properly.  
We also know that 
the law is made 
not for the right-
eous but for law-
breakers and re-
bels, the ungodly 
and sinful ...       
    I Timothy 1:8-9   

Do you see it?  The law is to show the lost they are sin-
ners and point to the Savior.  Once saved—that is, right-
eous in Christ—the law is no longer our guide for it does 
not have the power to transform a life.  Only the life of 
Christ and the Holy Spirit can do that! 



Back to Hebrews 
Thursday, November 17:  

Read Romans 7 

After reading the devotionals of the past few days, per-
haps you are thinking, “But I like following my personal 
set of rules—it’s easier!”  That may very well be true, but 
here is the problem: 

1. When you try to live the Christian Life by law-keeping, 
and your rules are simply a law of your own making, 
you are trying to live it in your own strength—from the 
source of self.  Scripture clearly rejects that approach:   

I know that nothing 
good lives in me, 
that is, in my sinful 
nature.  For I have 
the desire to do 
what is good, but I 
cannot carry it out.  
For what I do is not 
the good I want to 
do; no, the evil I do 
not want to do—this 
I keep on doing.   
      Romans 7:18-19 

2. The quality of life to which we are called as Christians 
is a supernatural kind of life, which requires supernatu-
ral enablement!  It cannot be accomplished by trying 
to force the flesh to submit, and that is why over and 
over again, we are to told to walk by means of the  
Holy Spirit! 

3. Furthermore, although it may be easier to try and live 
by a system of do’s and don’ts, if you and I choose to 
do so, sin will remain our master! 



Back to Hebrews 
Thursday, November 17:  
Read Romans 7 (Continued) 

For sin shall not be your master, because you are 
not under law, but under grace.          Romans 6:14   

If we do things God’s way, the power of sin in our life 
can be broken, but the converse of this is true as well.  
If we reject grace and choose law, sin will still be in 
charge! 

4. Lastly, consider the blessing of having both spiritual 
freedom and reflecting the Lord’s glory.  Here is how 
that happens:   

He has made us 
competent as  
ministers of a new 
covenant-not of 
the letter (that 
would be the law), 
but of the Spirit; 
for the letter kills, 
but the Spirit gives 
life ... If the minis-
try that condemns 
men is glorious (it 
is the law that shows us we are sinners in need of a Savior), 
how much more glorious is the ministry that brings 
righteousness.  For what was glorious (the law) has 
no glory now in comparison with the surpassing glo-
ry (the Spirit-filled life)! ... Now the Lord is the Spirit, 
and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.     
            II Corinthians 3:6, 9-10, 17  

There is only one place to find spiritual freedom and the 
power to live the quality of life to which we are called—in 
Christ and filled with His Spirit! 



Back to Hebrews 
Friday, November 18:  

Read Jeremiah 31 

In that He says, A new covenant, He has made the 
first obsolete.  Now what is becoming obsolete and 
growing old is ready to vanish away. 

We have talked about why the Mosaic Law, or any sys-
tems of do’s and don’ts, is no longer the rule of life for the 
child of God; but we have not yet tackled the New Cove-
nant.  Since the Mosaic Law could not produce in God’s 
people what He desired, it should be no surprise whatso-
ever that, following the cross, God has something new in 
mind.  In fact, He revealed His plans very clearly through 
the prophet Jeremiah.  He begins by saying: 

“The days are 
coming,” declares 
the Lord, “when I 
will plant the 
house of Israel 
and the house of 
Judah … Just as I 
watched over 
them to uproot 
and tear down, 
and to overthrow, 
destroy and bring 
disaster, so I will 
watch over them 
to build and to 
plant,” declares 
the Lord ...      
  Jeremiah 31:27-28 



Back to Hebrews 
Friday, November 18:  

Read Jeremiah 31 (Continued) 

After dispersing the northern kingdom throughout the  
Assyrian empire, and then sending the southern kingdom 
into captivity in Babylon—God is going to bring them back!  
Has this happened yet?  Let’s keep reading: 

“The time is coming,” declares the Lord, “when I 
will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Judah.  It will not be like the 
last covenant I made with their forefathers when I 
took them by the hand and led them out of Egypt  
(a reference to the Mosaic Law), because they broke My 
covenant, though I was a husband to them,”  
declares the Lord.  “This is the covenant I will make 
with the house of Israel after that time,” declares 
the Lord.  “I will put my law in their minds and write 
it on their hearts.  I will be their God, and they will 
be My people.  No longer will a man teach his neigh-
bor, or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ 
because they will all know Me, from the least of 
them to the greatest,” declares the Lord.  “For I will 
forgive their wickedness 
and will remember their 
sins no more.”    
                  Jeremiah 31:31-34 

So again I pose the same 
question, has this been ful-
filled?  Certainly not by a peo-
ple who crucified their Messiah 
and continue to reject Him to 
this day.  We have some un-
raveling to do!   



 Back to Hebrews 
Monday, November 21: 

Read Hebrews 10 

“The days are coming when I will plant the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah … ” 
               Jeremiah 31:31 

2. It would be very reasonable to ask, “Why didn’t God 
just start with the New Covenant to begin with?”  Two 
quick answers to that question: 

The law is only a shadow of the good things that are 
coming—not the realities themselves.     
             Hebrews 10:1 

 



Back to Hebrews 
Monday, November 21: 

Read Hebrews 10 (Continued) 

3. Perhaps you have always thought the New Covenant 
applied to the Church, and the new way God dealt 
with saved individuals following the day of Pentecost.  
Consider part of the dialogue between Jesus and His 
disciples as He established what we call the Commun-
ion Remembrance: 

Then He took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to 
them, saying, “Drink from 
it, all of you.  This is My 
blood of the new cove-
nant, which is poured out 
for many for the remission 
of sins.  I tell you, I will 
not drink of this fruit of 
the vine from now on until 
that day when I drink it 
anew with you in My Fa-
ther’s Kingdom.”     
    Matthew 26:27-29 

Jesus clearly mentions the 
New Covenant, but then He follows that up with drink-
ing the fruit of the vine with them in the Kingdom.  This 
is a very Jewish context referring to Jesus’ coming reign 
over this earth from Jerusalem.  Has this happened?  
Not yet and, in fact, this is clearly not a church refer-
ence but a coming kingdom reference. 

4. Now having said the above, there is certainly some 
similarities between our relationship with Jesus during 
this the time of the church, and what there will be be-
tween Israel and her King during the coming kingdom. 

We’ll consider further tomorrow.  



Back to Hebrews 
Tuesday, November 22: 

Read Revelation 21 

We started a few days back with God’s promise to Israel 
through Jeremiah: 

“The time is coming,” declares the Lord, “when I 
will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Judah” …  ”I will put my law 
in their minds and write it on their hearts.  I will be 
their God, and they will be My people.  No longer 
will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, 
saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all know 
Me, from the least of them to the greatest,” declares 
the Lord.              Jeremiah 31:31-34 

You can see why I have said God’s New Covenant is for 
Israel—it is addressed to them as a follow-up to the Old 
Covenant, the Mosaic Law. However the text of Israel’s 
promise of a future New Covenant spirituality would cer-
tainly lead us to think of the Word of God and the Holy 
Spirit.  In this way there is certainly overlap with Church-
age spirituality, for we are indwelt with the Holy Spirit (I 
Corinthians 6:19) and meant to have both the Word of God 
dwelling richly within (Colossians 3:16) as well as walking 
by the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:16). 

So why does this matter?  Israel failed to respond to their 
calling as God’s chosen people to the point they are said 
to be an unfaithful wife to Him.  They are in deep trouble 
following the rejection of their Messiah.  Nonetheless, the 
Bible clearly portrays that they have a glorious future and 
a promise of wonderful spirituality.   

This is our God, He provides a way of redemption and 
makes all things new!   



Back to Hebrews 
Tuesday, November 22: 

Read Revelation 21 (Continued) 

Likewise the Church is God’s vehicle for calling Gentiles 
out of darkness into the wonderful light of relationship 
with Him.  We are His bride, meant to be without spot or 
blemish.  When He returns we shall return with Him in 
glory!  This is our God, He finds a way to redeem, make 
all things new, and reconcile the lost to Himself.  Jew or 
Gentile, Church or Israel, God has found a way and given 
us so great and precious promises.  

Is it any wonder there is one day going to be a new  
heaven and a new earth as we read in today’s reading.   
There is only one place for you and me to put our hopes 
for the future—and that is in our Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ!  And all God’s people said, “Amen!”  



Gospel of John 
Wednesday, November 23: 

Read John 8:1-24 

As we progress through John’s Gospel you should be able 
to tell that the tension between Jesus and the Pharisees 
steadily increases.  For example, in Verse 12 Jesus claims:   

“I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows Me 
will never walk in darkness, but will have the light 
of life.”  

The Pharisees come right back in Verse 13 and claim the 
words of Jesus carry no weight for He has no witness to 
His claims.  Apart from the miracles which have clearly  
authenticated His message, He comes right back:  

“... My other witness is the Father, who sent Me … 
You do not know Me or My Father.”          John 8:13-14 

No doubt the Pharisees burned with anger at these state-
ments, for Jesus made it clear that these religious, 
revered leaders of the people did not have a personal  
relationship with God.   



Gospel of John 
Wednesday, November 23: 
Read John 8:1-24 (Continued) 

There is much to learn from this dialogue:   

• Each member of the human race is born in darkness. 
(John 1:5)  

• Jesus is the one true light.  We either choose (through 
faith) to follow Him or we remain in darkness.   

• Those in darkness deny the reality of their situation.  
In fact, they will often argue vociferously with you, call 
you judgmental, and all kinds of other things.  Lost 
mankind tends to deeply resent being labeled as lost.  

The Pharisees of Jesus’ day were not the only ones with 
this problem, you will find the same attitudes in our day 
as well.  The good news is that the Holy Spirit takes on 
the role of convicting a lost person’s heart of their need 
for a Savior. (John 16:8)  Our part is to simply proclaim the 
truth—man is lost in sin, but can be saved through faith:  

“I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do 
not believe that I am the one I claim to be ... ”   
               John 8:24  



Happy Thanksgiving 
Thursday, November 24 

 

I trust that every one of these passages of Scripture will 
provide cause for you to give thanks.  

I will give thanks to You, LORD, with all my heart;  
I will tell of all Your wonderful deeds.    Psalm 9:1 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every  
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God.  And the peace of 
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.    
                Philippians 4:6-7 

Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly  
as you teach and admonish one another with all 
wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from 
the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your 
hearts.             Colossians 3:16 

Let them give thanks to the LORD for His unfailing 
love and His wonderful deeds for mankind, for He 
satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good 
things.                Psalm 107:8-9 

I always thank my God for you because of His grace 
given you in Christ Jesus.       I Corinthians 1:4 

Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His love 
endures forever.           I Chronicles 16:34   

All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is 
reaching more and more people may cause  
thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God. 
               II Corinthians 4:15 

Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s 
will for you in Christ Jesus.   I Thessalonians 5:18 



   Happy Thanksgiving 
 Thursday, November 24 



Gospel of John 
Friday, November 25:  

Read John 8:25-47 

As we saw on Wednesday, Jesus exhorts His listeners to 
believe in Him as Messiah lest they die in their sins.  And, 
as we see in Verse 30, many do:  

Even as He spoke, many put their faith in Him. 

What follows is a dialogue between Jesus and a mixed 
group of believers and skeptics.  So the skeptics pounce 
on His words when Jesus tells those who had believed:  

“If you hold to My teaching, you are really My  
disciples.  Then you will know the truth and the 
truth will set you free.”             John 8:31-32   

The skeptics then claim they have never been slaves of 
anyone.  Skeptics typically tend to show how out of touch 
with reality they really are, especially when it comes to 
spiritual things.  At that very moment, the Roman eagle 
flew over the city of Jerusalem, they were enslaved to a 
religious system that would persecute a man for healing 
someone on the Sabbath, and they were good and truly 
enslaved to sin!   

Before we dig into this issue of freedom, let me draw your 
attention to two very important things in Verses 31-32.  
First, we have another mark of what it means to be a  
disciple—to hold to the teaching of Jesus.  I take this to 
include the Word of God in general, since it is said to be 
the mind of Christ. (I Corinthians 2:16).  If we are not in 
the Word and attempting to live our lives by it, we simply 
don’t meet the definition of what it means to be a follower 
of Jesus!  The second thing is that we all bring baggage to 
the Christian Life in terms of our thinking—worldliness in 
its many forms.  We are bound or enslaved to those 
things.  How do we free ourselves from these entangle-
ments?  We must turn to the Word and learn the truth as 
the Spirit teaches us in order to be set free!   



Gospel of John 
Monday, November 28: 

Read Colossians 1 

I want to explore the issue of freedom versus slavery as it 
applies to spiritual matters.  Romans 6:17 states:  

... though you used to be slaves to sin ... 

Paul is talking about every single member of the human 
race, for the Scripture is very clear.  We are all born: 

... dead in trespasses and sins ...     Ephesians 2:1 

… by nature objects of wrath …       Ephesians 2:3   

In short, human beings are born, and live their days,  
spiritually in the slave market of sin.  How is it that we 
can be set free?  Jesus has already told us that we must 
abide in His Word, and that means starting with the  
Gospel of His grace!  To begin, the Gospel is to put one’s 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, specifically regarding who 
He is (the Son of God) and what He did (died on the cross 
bearing the sin of mankind and receiving unto Himself the 
judgment from God that we deserved).   

Continued on the next page. 



Gospel of John 
Monday, November 28: 

Read Colossians 1 (Continued) 

Colossians 1:13-14 tells us the result of having that faith:   

... He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of the Son He 
loves, in whom we have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of sins.  

The word translated redemption means to purchase an 
individual, often a captured family member, from the 
slave market and set him or her free.  That’s exactly what 
the Blood of Christ did.  It purchased all who believe from 
the slave market, transferring them from the dominion of  
Satan into the Kingdom of the Son.   

Furthermore, His work on the cross results in the com-
plete remission of sins for all who believe.  Mark it down 
and hold onto it dearly!  If you have placed your faith in 
the person and work of Christ then you are free from the 
penalty of sin both now and for eternity! 



Gospel of John 
Tuesday, November 29: 

Read Romans 6  

I know we have read this book before,  
but you cannot meditate upon it too often.   

Yesterday we learned that freedom from the penalty of sin 
is part of the salvation that is available to all those who 
place their faith in the person and work of Christ.  But the 
freedom we have in Christ doesn’t stop there, for there is 
an additional aspect of freedom that God has in mind for 
His children.  Namely, it is freedom from the power of sin.  

By this, I mean that the new Christian is very soon going 
to find out that he or she has an adversary in the flesh 
who would like to control the soul.  There are those who 
falsely teach that the truly saved Christian no longer has  
a struggle with sin.  The Bible, and the experience of 
Christians everywhere, contradicts such nonsense.  

For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the 
Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful  
nature.  They are in conflict with each other, so that 
you do not do what you want.     Galatians 5:17  

Continued on the next page. 

Freedom from the  
POWER OF SIN!  

Colossians 1:13 



Gospel of John 
Tuesday, November 29: 

Read Romans 6 (Continued)  

Thanks be to God that He has provided for even victory 
over the sin nature.  His provision is the cross.   

Today’s reading, Romans Chapter 6, makes it clear that 
every child of God has been identified with the death and 
burial of Christ so that they too might walk in newness of 
life.  Our co-crucifixion with Christ is the key: 

 ... because anyone who has died with Christ has 
been freed from sin.          Romans 6:7  

Because we are free from the power of sin is the reason 
we are told to:  

... reckon ourselves dead to sin and alive unto God 
in Christ Jesus.          Romans 6:11  

Praise God for the spiritual freedoms, one after the other, 
that are available to us in Christ Jesus! 



Gospel of John 
Wednesday, November 30: 

Read Philippians 3 

As part of His plan of salvation, there is yet one more area 
of freedom that God has provided.  It is yet future.  It is, in 
fact, part of our confident expectation as God completes His 
plan of redemption for mankind.  This final aspect of re-
demption is interwoven with the resurrection body that we 
are to one day receive.  Philippians 3:20-21 says it this way: 

But our citizenship is in heaven.  And we eagerly 
await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, 
by the power that enables Him to bring everything 
under His control, will transform our lowly bodies so 
that they will be like His glorious body.   

You can learn more about this transformation in I Corinthi-
ans 15.  So, if we have a resurrection body that is just like 
our Lord’s, we can know for sure that we will have freedom 
from the presence of sin.  For the resurrection body will 
have no sin nature, and what a glorious condition that will 
be.  For we will have a body that will be imperishable, glori-
ous, and spiritual.  What a hope for the future to know that: 

There will be no more death or mourning or crying or 
pain, for the old order of things has passed away ... 
He who was seated on the throne said,  “I am making 
all things new!”         Revelation 21:4-5  

This takes us back to John 8 and the words of Jesus:  

“If you hold to My teaching, you are really My disci-
ples.  Then you will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free.”            John 8:32 

It is that very truth that teaches us that the redeemed child 
of God is free from the penalty of sin, the power of sin, and 
one day in the future, the very presence of sin.   

So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed!  
               John 8:36 
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