
October 2022 
Daily Devotional 

Vistoso Community Church 

“… for You have exalted 

above all things 

Your Name 

and Your Word.” 

         Psalm 138:2 



Foreword 
We’ll continue in the Gospel of John, finish our reading in 
Proverbs, spend some time in the Book of Hebrews, and 
then, at the end of the month, 
get started in Isaiah.  As al-
ways, the threads we pull on 
will take us to many other  
places in Scripture as well. 

As is the case each month, 
some of these devotionals I 
wrote just a few months ago, 
others years ago.  As I read 
them along with you, I am con-
stantly surprised at how timely 
the Word of God can be, and 
how relevant the message con-
tinues to be.  Thank God that He has chosen to reveal 
Himself to us through the written Word!  What would we 
do without it? 

In His grace,  

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 

 



Gospel of John 
Monday, October 3: Read John 9  

Here we have another miracle, very similar in nature to 
the miracle in Chapter 5.  In Chapter 5, Jesus cured an 
invalid of 38 years.  In Chapter 9, He cures a man who 
has been blind from birth.  In both chapters, Jesus mirac-
ulously heals the afflicted person.  In both cases, Jesus 
performed the act of healing on the Sabbath, which in 
turn lead to anger on the part of the religious crowd.  It is 
very clear that the Pharisees are angered in Chapter 9. 
(See Verse 16.)   

The Pharisees don’t know how to handle this.  In their 
opinion, no one from God would violate their (not God’s) 
Sabbath laws in this way.  On the other hand, this kind of 
healing requires the supernatural hand of God, and why 
would God grant healing through a sinner?  (Can you im-
agine thinking of Jesus as a sinner?)   

The Pharisees decide to take the easy way out and simply 
deny the miracle ever occurred.  That is one way to stick 
with unbelief; just deny the miraculous.  One problem 
with their plan—the man born blind will not go along with  

           Continued on the next page. 



Gospel of John 
Monday, October 3: Read John 9 

(Continued) 

it.  He insists that he was miraculously healed, and his  
defense of Jesus leads to him being thrown out. (John 

9:34)  This is probably a reference to the synagogue and 
would have meant that he would have been ostracized by 
everyone.  This is a very steep price to pay for defending 
Jesus, and it is a completely different response to the one 
in Chapter 5.  Here is the best part—Jesus found him after 
his ejection by the Pharisees, and this is what He asked:  

“Do you believe in the Son of Man?”     John 9:35 

The man replied,  

“Who is He, sir? ... Tell me so that I may believe in 
Him.”               John 9:36 

And here is how Jesus replied: 

“You have now seen Him; 
in fact, He is the One 
speaking with you.” Then 
the man said, “LORD, I be-
lieve,” and he worshipped 
Him.     John 9:37-38   

The invalid of Chapter 5  
accused Jesus and refused to 
attribute anything at all to 
Him, not even thanks for his 
healing.  The blind man of 
Chapter 9 recognized his  
healer was from God, and, 

when given the opportunity, placed his faith in Him and 
worshipped Him.  We should add that his decision gave 
him eternal life!  What a difference in the two almost 
identical sets of circumstances.  More on this tomorrow. 



Gospel of John 
Tuesday, October 4: Read John 20  

(I know you have read this chapter before.   
See if you can find an example of unbelief.)  

I think it is essential to consider together the two miracles 
of healing found in Chapters 5 and 9.  As I have shown 
you, the settings are very similar, right down to persecu-
tion from the religious crowd.  But the outcomes are  
totally different.  What are we to make of this?   

Do you remember the four strands upon which John 
builds his Gospel?  Let me refresh your memory:   

1. Jesus is God and Savior! 

2. Belief in this Jesus changes everything! 

3. There is intimacy, congruence, and single-mindedness 
of purpose within the Trinity! 

4. Unbelief is the one thing still keeping man from a 
relationship with God!     

These two accounts of a miraculous healing are really 
meant to highlight the fourth strand.  The problem with 
the infirm man was not his paralysis.  Jesus took care of 
that.  Rather, his problem was 
his unbelief after coming face 
to face with the Son of God 
and seeing with his own eyes 
a demonstration of His power.   

On the other hand, the man 
born blind is almost longing to 
come to faith in his Savior.  
He first trusts and then wor-
ships Jesus, a very good mod-
el for us as well.   

  Continued on the next page. 



Gospel of John 
Tuesday, October 4: Read John 20 

(Continued) 

Human beings are not born neutral; they are born mired 
in unbelief.  That is a consequence of being spiritually 
dead.  If we choose to cling to our unbelief—even in the 
face of the miraculous, the Word of God, and the convict-
ing ministry of the Holy Spirit—there is nothing else that 
can be done.   

Pray that the Lord would remove the obstacles to faith 
and that the light of the Gospel might shine into a desper-
ately needy soul.  Pray that hardness of heart would turn 
to faith.   

Allow me to close on a note of encouragement from Jesus 
Himself:   

“Because you have seen Me, you have believed; 
blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
believed.”               John 20:29 



Gospel of John 
Wednesday, October 5:   

Read Matthew 10 (John 5) 

We could certainly move on at this point, but I suspect 
that some of you are bothered by John 5:14, and so I 
hate to move on without addressing the questions raised 
by this verse:   

Later Jesus found him (the man that had been an inva-
lid for 38 years) and said to him, “See, you are well 
again.  Stop sinning or something worse may hap-
pen to you.” 

What do you make of this?  Is Jesus implying that the 
man was an invalid for all these years because he commit-
ted some act of sin?  That question is answered for us 
from the text dealing with the man born blind:   

“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said  
Jesus, “but this happened so that the work of God  
might be displayed in his life.”        John 9:3   

In other words, we already know the miracles were per-
formed in order to authenticate who Jesus was so that 
many might believe.  

Here are some other things to consider to help us under-
stand this passage.  First, when Jesus tells the man he is 
well again, that can only be a reference to his physical 
condition.  What Jesus wants to do is engage the man in a 
dialogue about his spiritual condition for, most certainly, 
unless something is done about his status as a sinner, 
something worse most definitely is going to happen to 
him for all eternity.   

This is exactly Jesus’ message in Matthew 10:28:  

“Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul.  Rather, be afraid of the One 
who can destroy both soul and body in hell.”   
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Gospel of John 
Wednesday, October 5:   

Read Matthew 10 (John 5) (Continued) 

The saddest thing about the passage is that the man 
walks away completely uninterested in a dialogue with the 
Creator of the universe. Instead he tattles on Jesus to the 
Jewish legalists.   

Second, as you follow the dialogues of Jesus, you will see 
that He is always trying to engage the lost with provoca-
tive statements that hit the person right where they live: 

• Nicodemus about being born again 

• The Samaritan woman about calling her husband 

• The man born an invalid, a challenge to go beyond 
physical wholeness to spiritual wholeness  

This is the same pattern we should follow.  If some per-
sisted in unbelief even when face to face with the One 
who came to save them, we shouldn’t be surprised when 
there are those who aren’t interested in what we have to 
say.  But, do what Jesus did, keep holding out the truth, 
in love, to a lost and desperately needy world!  



Gospel of John 
Thursday, October 6: 

Read John 3:16, 4:14, 5:24 

Instead of reading a chapter today, I want to make sure 
that you are developing a collection of Scripture verses in 
which Jesus speaks of salvation, and for which you know 
the precise location in your Bible.  John 3:16 follows  
Jesus’ dialogue with Nicodemus, the clueless religious lead-
er who struggled to understand his need to be born again.  
Jesus made clear both the initiator of salvation and the 
means by which we are born again unto eternal life:   

For God so loved the world that He gave His only  
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.   
              John 3:16 

This verse provides both means and outcome—faith 
which results in eternal life.  That’s the message that  
Jesus left with Nicodemus which eventually led to his sal-
vation. (John 19:39)  Could the Samaritan woman be a 
greater contrast?  She is a woman of questionable charac-
ter and a Samaritan to boot.  Jesus calls her to drink the 
water He provides.  To drink is to believe, not to work, 
and the result is eternal life.  Now we are starting to see a 
pattern.  It continues with John 5:24:  

“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears My word and  
believes Him who sent Me has eternal life and will not 
be judged but has crossed over from death to life.”   

Jesus’ ministry is very consistent, isn’t it?  There are a few 
things for you to ponder:   

• Does the John 5:24 passage add another condition to 
belief: “Hears My Word and believes Him who sent 
Me”?  Not at all.  The Words of Jesus are meant to 
prompt faith. (Roman 10:17) 

Continued on the next page.   



Gospel of John 
Thursday, October 6: 

Read John 3:16, 4:14, 5:24 (Continued) 

• To believe Him is to connect the coming of the Son 
with the sending of the Father (John 3:16) to fulfill 
the promise of a Savior to come.  

• In short, Jesus claims He is the One sent by the  
Father to save, and the means of our salvation is faith 
in the One sent—the Lord Jesus Christ.   

The one who does believe not only has eternal life but 
the nature of the life is qualified that we might under-
stand it better.  It is a life we receive after crossing over, 
a perfect tense verb in the Greek which indicates a fin-
ished action with ongoing results, something that does 
not need to be repeated.  Once we are saved through 
faith in Christ, we have crossed from the status of being 
spiritually dead to having eternal life.   

There is no going back or undoing this new life in Christ!  
Praise God for that! 



The Book of Proverbs 
Friday, October 7: Read Proverbs 10 

Now we are going to study a final set of readings in the 
Book of Proverbs.  These are our final lessons in the skill 
in living lessons that we find in Proverbs!   

I thought we would start with a topic that is very im-
portant to the life of a church fellowship—the use, and 
misuse, of the tongue.  Before you dismiss the topic as 
not important, let me tell you that the Book of Proverbs 
addresses the tongue more than any other subject.  You 
can see it in this chapter 
alone in Verses 11, 13, 
and 19-21.  

Let me give you a few 
things to ponder:  

• Since mankind is 
made in the image 
and likeness of God, 
that includes the abil-
ity to communicate.  

• The fall of man did 
not negate the work 
of God.  It just 
marred it and kept it from being what it was intended 
to be.  Nothing shows this more clearly than the mis-
use of the tongue.  

• Nothing proves the existence of a sin nature in man 
more convincingly than the tongue.  Go ahead—try to 
hold it in check for even one day, let alone consistent-
ly.  James describes just what a world of evil can be 
loosed by the tongue. (James 3:2-12)  
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The Book of Proverbs 
Friday, October 7: Read Proverbs 10 

(Continued) 

• Here is the most important point I have for you today.  
It is not that the tongue is inherently bad, rather, it is 
that it can be used for either evil or good.   

Which depends upon the spiritual condition of the user.   

You can see spirituality—or its lack—in these passages:   

There is one who speaks like the piercings of a 
sword, but the tongue of the wise promotes health. 
                Proverbs 12:18   

A wholesome tongue is a tree of life, but perverse-
ness in it breaks the spirit.     Proverbs 15:4  

Pleasant words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to 
the soul and health to the bones.       Proverbs 16:24   

Might we guard our tongues carefully each and every day! 



 The Book of Proverbs 
Monday, October 10: 

Read Proverbs 18 

We’ll continue our discussion of the tongue by starting  
today with Proverbs 18:21:  

The tongue has the power of life and death, and 
those who love it will eat its fruit. 

Whereas Solomon contrasts death and life, for James  
contrasts cursing and praise: 

 Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing ... 
                 James 3:10 

Either way, there are consequences associated with how 
we choose to use our tongue, and that is, in part, what it 
means to eat its fruit.  Let me give you a few things to 
consider that you might choose to use the tongue for life:   

• Guard against too much talking:   

He who guards his mouth preserves his life, but he 
who opens wide his lips shall have destruction.  
            Proverbs 13:3   

To put this into the form of modern proverb: We have 
two ears and one mouth that we might listen twice as 
much as we speak!    

• There is also a moral issue to our use of the tongue:   

Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD, but those 
who deal truthfully are His delight.      Proverbs 12:22   

Not only must we avoid lying, but we must also avoid 
gossip, slander, and the many other sins of the tongue.  

You shall not go about as a talebearer among your 
people ...              Leviticus 19:16 

          Continued on the next page. 



 The Book of Proverbs 
Monday, October 10: 

Read Proverbs 18 (Continued) 

• Then, consider the good that can come from the 
tongue.  As Christians, we have new life within.  We 
are to act as witnesses to that new life by sharing the 
words of eternal life—a reference to the Gospel.  This 
is our calling!  Paul says it this way:  

Do all things without complaining and disputing, 
that you may become blameless and pure children 
of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse generation, among whom you shine as 
lights in the world, holding forth the Word of Life ... 

             Philippians 2:14-16   

I pray that this would be the heart of our fellowship! 



The Book of Proverbs 
Tuesday, October 11: 

Read Proverbs 12 

Today I want you to think about two paths.  

In the path of righteousness is life, and in its path-
way is no death.            Proverbs 12:28  

One pathway is that of righteousness, and it is there that 
we find life.  But there is another possibility as well:   

The path of the righteous is like the first gleam of 
dawn, shining ever brighter till the full light of day.  
But the way of the wicked is like deep darkness; 
they do not know what makes them stumble.   
             Proverbs 4:18-19  

In this passage both paths are contrasted: the path of the 
righteous versus that of the wicked.  One is related to 
light (and life), the other to darkness (and death).  You 
will see this idea of two contrasting paths throughout the 
Book of Proverbs and also throughout Scripture—for ex-
ample in Psalm 1:  

For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked will perish.     Psalm 1:6 
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The Book of Proverbs 
Tuesday, October 11: 

Read Proverbs 12 (Continued) 

I would suggest that this two option approach is also  
included in the New Testament, if stated a bit differently:  

He who has the Son 
has life; he who 
does not have the 
Son of God does not 
have life.  I John 5:12     

God has made it easy 
for us, there are two 
options!  We are  
either saved or lost; 
we have either trusted 
in Christ or we persist 
in unbelief; we are  
either justified 
(righteous) in His sight 
or we remain dead in 
trespasses and sins 
(among the wicked).   

How is it that we get on the path of the righteous?  This is 
to ask: How does a person become justified before God?  
Consider Romans 3:21-22:  

But now a righteousness from God ... has been made 
known ... This righteousness from God comes 
through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe ... 

In short, those who have trusted in Christ for eternal life 
are justified, which is to be declared righteous in God’s 
sight.  The Book of Proverbs gives us a marvelous picture 
of how the justified (righteous) are to live.  



The Book of Proverbs 
Wednesday, October 12: 
Read I Thessalonians 4  

Let me start by repeating Proverbs 4:18:  

The path of the righteous is like the first gleam of 
dawn, shining ever brighter till the full light of day.  

How does this passage encourage us as believers?  Let’s 
start by connecting it to a verse from today’s reading: 

 It is God’s will that you should be sanctified ... 
              I Thessalonians 4:3   

To be sanctified is 
to be set apart for 
God’s use and pur-
poses.  Even more 
to the point, to be 
sanctified is to be 
abiding in Christ.  It 
is true that we are 
positionally set 
apart in Christ at 
the point of salva-
tion (I Corinthians 1:30), but that is not what Proverbs 4:18 
is talking about.  Rather, the verse is talking about the 
idea of progressive sanctification.   

Progressive sanctification is the transformation that is to 
occur over the course of the Christian’s lifetime, as he or 
she becomes progressively conformed to the image and 
likeness of Christ! 

For those God foreknew He also predestined to be 
conformed to the likeness of His Son, that He might 
be the firstborn among many brothers.   Romans 8:29   
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The Book of Proverbs 
Wednesday, October 12: 

Read I Thessalonians 4 (Continued)   

Conformation to the image of Christ is one way to look at 
God’s intent for the Christian Life.  Another way to look at 
the subject is to understand that the Christian is to have a 
life that shines ever brighter until the full light of day!   

How do we accomplish such a life?  Look at the instruc-
tions in Ephesians 4:22-24: 

You were taught, with regard to your former way of 
life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupt-
ed by its deceitful desires ... 

We do this by reckoning ourselves dead to sin through our 
identification with the death of Christ on the cross, 

... to be made new in 
the attitude of your 
minds ... 

We do this by immersing 
ourselves in the mind of 
Christ—the Word of God: 

... and to put on the 
new self, created to 
be like God in true 
righteousness and 
holiness. 

This is to reckon our-
selves alive unto God in 
Christ Jesus and then 
walk by the Spirit. 

As we close our reading in the Book of Proverbs, I am 
blessed to think of our individual and corporate lives  
shining ever brighter as we continue to grow in the grace 
and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  



The Back to Hebrews 
Thursday, October 13:  

Read Genesis 14 

Back in Hebrews Chapter 5, Jesus was said to be a priest 
forever, in the order of Melchizedek.  Chapter 6 also made 
a single reference to the priest-king Melchizedek.  And, 
finally, in Chapter 7 the priesthood of the Lord Jesus is 
more fully developed.  In fact, it is going to dominate the 
next few chapters as there is a very distinct shift in the 
focus of the book.  We’ll even get a bit of an explanation 
regarding the mysterious Melchizedek. 

So let’s begin by trying to understand the significance of 
Melchizedek to both Jew and Gentile: 

1. Hebrews 7:1 introduces him to us: 

This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest  
of God Most High. 

The name Melchizedek speaks of his character, making 
him king of righteousness.  Salem speaks of his loca-
tion, specifically Jerusalem:  

In Judah God is known; His name is great in  
Israel.  In Salem also is His tabernacle, and His 
dwelling place in Zion.             Psalm 76:1-2   

And the phrase priest of God Most High speaks of his 
bi-vocational nature of both priest and king. 

2. Today’s reading gives us the entire Old Testament 
background on Melchizedek.  The key thing for you  
to grasp from today’s reading is that in blessing  
Abraham, Melchizedek showed himself to be the  
greater.  Exactly the same is true when Abraham gave 
him a tithe of his plunder. 
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Back to Hebrews 
Thursday, October 13:  

Read Genesis 14 (Continued) 

3. I know exactly what you are thinking at this point—
interesting, but who cares about this Old Testament 
character? 

4. Here is why we care—Melchizedek is a type of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

A type is a shadow cast on the pages of Old Testa-
ment history by a truth whose full embodiment or 
antitype is found in the New Testament revelation. 
               Wick Broomall   

Already, we should be able to see the connection: In 
Isaiah 9 Jesus is said to be the Prince of Peace and  
declared to reign in righteousness and justice.  In  
Revelation 19, He is coming as the King of kings, and, 
of course, He is going to reign from Jerusalem. 

We’ll continue to develop this connection as we turn back 
to reading in the Book of Hebrews tomorrow. 



Back to Hebrews 
Friday, October 14: 

Read Hebrews 7:1-22 

So what does the writer of Hebrews think is important for a 
New Testament believer to understand about Melchize-
dek—in particular, ones with a Jewish background? 

1. Shockingly for the Jews who revered the Patriarch  
Abraham, Melchizedek is the greater figure.  That would 
certainly get their attention. 

2. If that wasn’t enough, there is the need to replace the 
Levitical priesthood and the Abrahamic Covenant with 
something better. 

3. Lastly, God the Father Himself established the priest-
hood of Jesus, as one in the line of Melchizedek.  These 
would be absolutely astonishing claims to a Jewish audi-
ence, and we’ll have to do some work to unravel them 
for ourselves.    

Here is the main thing to take from today’s devotional: In 
one deft argument, the writer of Hebrews has solved a 
great problem regarding the priesthood of Jesus.  Jesus 
was not of the tribe of Levi, but of Judah, so how then 
could He represent us as a priest before God?  The answer 
is now clear: He is not a priest in the line of Aaron, but of 
Melchizedek.  At the same time, He is going to be a great 
king as prophesied for the line of Judah.  Jesus is priest and 
king.  Further, since He is out from under the Mosaic Law, 
He can be the central figure for both the Church and the 
New Covenant under which restored Israel will one day 
live.  We should have had no doubt—God has everything 
planned to perfection.    

As we will see, there is more yet to come associated with 
this strange to our ears  Old Testament name and its New 
Testament antitype—the Lord Jesus Christ! 



Back to Hebrews 
Monday, October 17: 

Read Hebrews 7:23-28 

There are just a few verses of reading today, but I sug-
gest you read Hebrews 7:24-25 several times slowly, and 
reflect deeply upon them.  My goal for today’s devotional 
is to promote the value of Jesus as our High Priest.  A 
priest is someone who represents another to God.  You 
certainly want the one who represents you to be someone 
God will listen to, so what kind of High Priest do you sup-
pose Jesus might be?  First of all, He is: 

... Holy, blameless, and pure, set apart from  
sinners …          Hebrews 7:26 

Then, He is:  

Unlike the other high priests, He does not need to 
offer sacrifices ... first for His own sins …  
            Hebrews 7:27 

When compared to a priest from the line of Aaron, Jesus 
is so much better!  And, do you suppose our Heavenly  
Father listens to Him? 

… because Jesus lives forever, He has a perma-
nent priesthood.  Therefore, He is able to save 
completely those who come to God through Him, 
because He always lives to intercede for them.  
            Hebrews 7:24-25 



Back to Hebrews 
Monday, October 17: 

Read Hebrews 7:23-28 (Continued) 

“My prayer is not for them alone.  I pray also 
for those who will believe in Me through their 
message, that all of them may be one, Father, 
just as You are in Me and I am in You … I have 
given them the glory that you gave Me, that 
they may be one as We are one: I in them and 
You in Me. … Father, I want those You have 
given Me to be with Me where I am, and to see 
My glory, the glory You have given Me because 
You loved Me before the creation of the world.”  
               John 17:20-24 

Who else intercedes for you like this, and who else has 
every confidence the Father will answer such a prayer?  
Jesus is the only priest we will ever need! 

 



Back to Hebrews 
Tuesday, October 18: Read John 14 

If Jesus is not representing you before God—not your High 
Priest—then you need to make Him so.  He assumes that 
role for all: 

… who have received Him ... who have believed in His 
name … and become … children of God.        John 1:12   

If He is your representative, you need to trust in the effi-
cacy of His advocacy and stand back in awe at what He 
does for you on a daily basis: 

1. Not only will He save you to the uttermost through on-
going intercession in heaven, but He will also send us 
an advocate to be with us here on earth below:   

“But the Advocate, 
the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father 
will send in My 
name, will teach 
you all things and 
will remind you of 
everything I have 
said to you.”   
       John 14:26 

2. As the result of our 
Savior’s intercession, 
both the Son and the 
Father will provide, in 
grace, everything we 
need in both time and 
eternity:    

What, then, shall we say in response to this?  If 
God is for us, who can be against us?  He who did 
not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us 
all—how will He not also, along with Him, gra-
ciously give us all things?      Romans 8:31-32 



Back to Hebrews 
Tuesday, October 18: Read John 14 

(Continued) 

3. In saving sinners—such as we were—God did the most 
for us.  That means He will most certainly do the lesser:   

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in 
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  
Much more then, having now been justified by His 
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.  
For if when we were enemies we were reconciled 
to God through the death of His Son, much more 
having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His 
life.                 Romans 5:8-10   

That would include protecting us from the wrath to come 
and sharing His life with us—His eternal life!  There is no 
Savior like our Savior—the Lord Jesus Christ.  Why would 
we ever look elsewhere?   



Back to the Gospel of John 
Wednesday, October 19:  

Read John 6:1-29 

As you noticed, we have returned to the Gospel of John.  
This section includes the fourth and fifth miracles per-
formed by Jesus.  The miracles, we have learned, are an 
important part of the structure of John’s Gospel.  We have 
also learned, based upon John 20:30-31, that the purpose 
of these miracles is to prompt faith in Jesus Christ as both 
the Son of God and Messiah—a faith that leads to eternal 
life.   

I want you to see how clearly this chapter reinforces our 
understanding by observing how firmly Jesus keeps the 
response to His miracles directed toward faith in who He 
is and what He has come to do.  To feed 5000 men, along 
with however many woman and children were also there, 
is no small task.  To do so from five small barley loaves 
and two small fish, and then have 12 baskets of leftovers, 
is clearly a miracle.   



Back to the Gospel of John 
Wednesday, October 19:  

Read John 6:1-29 (Continued) 

Many have tried to find a natural explanation, but the text 
will not allow this:   

After people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus  
did …             John 6:14  

Now we know the purpose of these miracles, but the  
people responded improperly to the miracle’s intent:  

Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and 
make Him king by force, withdrew again to a lonely 
mountain by Himself.         John 6:15  

We have said all along that 
there was one purpose for the 
miracles performed by Jesus, 
and making Him king is not it.  
Later in the text, Jesus scolds 
the people for responding  
to Him simply because they 
had full bellies!  Instead, He  
admonishes them to work for 
that which will lead to eternal 
life.  He has the people right 
where He wants them when 
they ask Him:  

“What must we do to do the works God requires?”  
               John 6:28 

 We should be able to write the answer ourselves.   

“The work of God is this, to believe in the One  
He has sent.”             John 6:29 

It is not a work at all!  It is faith in the One who is going 
to do the work of salvation on our behalf! 



Back to the Gospel of John 
Thursday, October 20:  

Read Matthew 14 

Jesus’ fifth miracle is also described in John 6:16-21, 
which was part of yesterday’s reading.  Today I take you 
to Matthew 14 to read the description of the very same 
narrative.  You can note that the two accounts are related 
by the phrase: 

“It is I, don’t be afraid.”       Matthew 14:27, John 6:20 

Otherwise, the two accounts are quite different.  I love 
the application that comes from Matthew’s account.  But 
before we consider it, let me just mention that this is one 
of the great things about having four different Gospels.  
None of them is meant to be a complete biography.  On 
the contrary, each is meant to detail selected events  
directed to a specific audience, as guided by the Holy Spir-
it.  The Gospels often overlap, but, typically, we have a 
marvelous opportunity to compare and contrast as they tell 
the same story from different perspectives.  For example, 



Back to the Gospel of John 
Thursday, October 20:  

Read Matthew 14 (Continued) 

without the Matthew account we would never know of  
Peter’s involvement.  For while the others are terrified, 
Peter asks to join the Lord walking on the water.  He  
actually does for a time, but then it says:  

When he saw the wind, he was afraid and beginning 
to sink, cried out, “Lord save me!”       Matthew 14:30   

Now, you don’t see wind directly.  Rather, you hear it and 
see the size of the waves it produces.  That’s what I think 
happened to Peter.  The howl of the wind and the size of 
the waves got his eyes off of Jesus and that’s when fear 
set in and he sinks.   

What a lesson for us!  As long as our gaze is steadfastly 
upon our Lord, He keeps us in perfect peace. (Isaiah 26:3)  

But when we start to focus upon the obstacles in our 
paths and the clamor of this world, we too can start to 
sink.  What is the solution?  Do what Peter and the rest 
did and call out to the Lord and regain that steadfast gaze 
through a time of worship!  



Back to the Gospel of John 
Friday, October 21:  
Read John 6:30-71 

Today we will focus on Jesus’ claims about who He is and 
the result for those who will trust Him.  This is really good 
news and can be found in Verses 30-39.  This is a very im-
portant, but also a somewhat complex, passage.  Thus, it is 
too much to handle in one daily devotional.  But by break-
ing it into two pieces today and Monday, I can give you a 
good introduction.   

The section begins with the Jews wanting a sign to authen-
ticate Jesus’ claim that He was from God.  This is right after 
many saw Jesus feed 5,000 men, and their families, from 
five small loaves and two fish.   

 



Back to the Gospel of John 
Friday, October 21:  

Read John 6:30-71 (Continued) 

When dealing with unbelief, it is really not about evidence.  
Jesus does not sugar coat his answer.  Just as the Israelites 
following the Exodus ate manna to satisfy physical hunger, 
Jesus claims to be the:  

… true bread who comes down from heaven and 
gives life to the world.          John 6:33  

Jesus tells them that He is the one who will meet their  
spiritual need:   

“I am the bread of life.  He who comes to Me will  
never go hungry, and he who believes in Me will  
never be thirsty.”            John 6:35 

What is keeping the Jews from having their hunger and 
thirst satisfied?  It is right there in Verse 36—unbelief.   

“But I said to you that you have seen Me and yet do 
not believe.”            John 6:36  

Perhaps you are still uncertain as to whether this is a spir-
itual or physical hunger.  Look at Verse 40:   

“For My Father’s will is that everyone who looks to 
the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal life, 
and I will raise him up at the last day.”    

The message of John’s Gospel is so clear because there is 
so much repetition: eternal life results from faith in the  
person of Jesus Christ, the incarnate Son of God, who was 
sent by the Father to be the Savior of the world.   

This salvation was made available when Christ declared our 
sin debt, Paid in full!  (John 19:30)   



Back to the Gospel of John 
Monday, October 24:  

Read Numbers 11 

God provided manna during the wilderness travels, and, as 
we saw in today’s reading in Numbers 11:6 the children of 
Israel grumbled about it.  So you won’t be the least bit  
surprised to read in John 6:41: 

At this the Jews began to grumble about Him  
because He said,  “I am the bread that came down 
from heaven.”  

The rest of John Chapter 6 often causes confusion.  Let me 
try to help you understand with three portions of Scripture: 

“… He who comes to Me will never go hungry, and he 
who believes in Me will never be thirsty.”      John 6:35 

“I tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting 
life.  I am the bread of life.”             John 6:47-48 

“Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has 
eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.  
For My flesh is real food and My blood is real drink.”  
               John 6:54-55 

 



Back to the Gospel of John 
Monday, October 24:  

Read Numbers 11 (Continued) 

It is the last passage that causes the confusion.  Many of 
Jesus’ disciples even left Him over it (Verse 55), but it need 
not be confusing.   

Look at the first passage: 
It is the one who comes 
and believes who receives 
the blessing—not eats and 
drinks.  In the second 
passage, believing in the 
true Bread of Life leads to 
everlasting life.   

By the time we get to the 
third passage, we are 
deep into the use of fig-
urative language.  The 
flesh and blood of Christ 
represent who He is as 
the Messiah and Son of 
God.  Eating and drinking 
clearly carry the connota-
tion of believing in who 
He is.   

Clearly, the metaphor is not understood by many.  Unbelief 
always veils our thinking.  But Peter makes clear the proper 
response of faith to the words of Jesus:   

“Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of 
eternal life.  We believe and know that You are the 
Holy One of God.”           John 6:68-69   

And all God’s people said: “Amen!” 



Back to the Gospel of John 
Tuesday, October 25:   

Read John 7:1-36 

I have two observations for you to consider from this 
chapter.  First, in Verses 1-9, we see what I call world 
viewpoint in full operation.  Jesus’ brothers are thinking, 
“If you are trying to gain a following, Jerusalem is the 
place to be.  And, it is even better at a feast day as there 
will be more people to whom to present yourself. Put your 
miracles on display to the largest possible audience.”  Yet, 
as we have seen so many times: 

“My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 
your ways My ways,” declares the LORD.     Isaiah 55:8 

But Jesus wasn’t try-
ing to gain a follow-
ing, at least not in 
the way his brothers 
envisioned.  He was 
trying to help people 
come to grips with 
their need of a Sav-
ior, and, once con-
victed, turn to Him in 
dependent trust for 
their salvation.   

The second thing to 
consider is how 
clearly we see one 
of the strands about 
which John’s Gospel 
is constructed:  

The intimacy, congruence, and single-mindedness  
of purpose within the Trinity!   

 



Back to the Gospel of John 
Tuesday, October 25:   

Read John 7:1-36 (Continued) 

Did you catch how Jesus said: 

“My teaching is not My own.  It comes from Him 
who sent Me.”           John 7:16 
 
“… You do not know Him, but I know Him because I 
am from Him and He sent Me.”      John 7:28-29   

The Son knows the Father and reveals Him to us.  He has 
done so in terms of His nature, His love for His creation, 
and His incredible plan of salvation.  Furthermore, He has 
done so in perfect conformity to the will of God.  As Jesus 
later says in John 14:9:  

“… Anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father.”  

Anyone who has heard His message has heard the will of 
the Father.  Here is one application: The call of God upon 
our lives to be His witnesses is not about making a big 
splash, it is about carrying a message from the Father to 
lost humanity—a group that should most certainly be on 



Back to the Gospel of John 
Wednesday, October 26: 

Read John 7:37-52 

After refusing to go to Jerusalem in order to meet worldly 
expectations or for purposes of self-promotion, Jesus 
eventually does go.  Halfway through the seven-day Feast 
of Tabernacles, He begins to teach.  The people are 
astounded by the authority with which He teaches.  Then: 

On the last and great-
est day of the Feast, 
Jesus stood and said in 
a loud voice, “If anyone 
is thirsty, let him come 
to Me and drink.  Who-
ever believes in Me, as 
the Scripture has said, 
streams of living water 
will flow from within 
him.”  By this He meant 
the Spirit, whom those 
who believed in Him 
were later to receive ... 
     John 7:37-39    

Note first that Jesus calls those who thirst to come to Him 
and drink, and then immediately interprets drinking to be 
equivalent to believing in Him.  This is exactly the way we 
interpreted eating and drinking in Chapter 6.   



Back to the Gospel of John 
Wednesday, October 26: 

Read John 7:37-52 (Continued) 

This is a promise for the Spirit to be given to not just a 
particular king or prophet, but to every single person who 
places his or her faith in the person and work of Christ.  I 
think this caught the attention of everyone who heard it!   

There is much more to say about the Holy Spirit than we 
have room for in a devotional.  Instead, let me draw your 
attention to the second part of Verse 39:  

... Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, 
since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 



Lessons From Isaiah 
Thursday, October 27: Read Luke 24 

You are probably wondering why we are starting at the 
end of the Gospel of Luke, and you are going to be even 
more perplexed when I tell you that we are starting a 
study in the Book of Isaiah.  Aside from the encourage-
ment to be found in the final chapter of Luke’s Gospel, I 
wanted you to see Verses 25 and 27:   

He (Jesus) said to them, “How foolish you are, and 
how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken ... And beginning with Moses and all 
the Prophets He explained to them ...”    

We have to realize that the prophets is not just a refer-
ence to a collection of Old Testament individuals, but also 
to a portion of the Old Testament text itself.  The Hebrew 
Nevi’im can be translated the prophets and refers to the 
prophetic books of the Old Testament.  So now you can 
understand that Jesus expected His disciples to be aware 
of what the Old Testament had to say about Him—how it 
pointed to Him.   



Lessons From Isaiah 
Thursday, October 27: Read Luke 24 

(Continued) 

The Book of Isaiah is 
one of the great pro-
phetic books of the 
Old Testament.   
Quotes from Isaiah 
appear 65 times in 
the New Testament, 
the most quotes of 
any prophetic book. 
It is also a rich source 
of truth related to the 
New Testament, and 
for this reason it is often called the Romans of the Old 
Testament.    

A few helpful things to know before we begin:  

• Isaiah ministered to the Southern Kingdom of Judah, 
including during the time of the Northern Kingdom’s  
destruction at the hands of the Assyrians.   

• Isaiah served for more than 40 years during the reigns 
of four different kings.   

• Isaiah is considered to be the most eloquent writer of the 
Old Testament.  

Lastly, here is a very brief outline of the book of Isaiah:   

• Chapters 1-35: A prophetic warning.   

• Chapters 36-39: Historical narrative.   

• Chapters 40-66: God’s grace in judgment.    

Tomorrow we will turn to the text of this great book.   



Lessons From Isaiah 
Friday, October 28: 
Read Isaiah 1:1-20 

You might find yourself a bit daunted by the task of read-
ing through such a large Old Testament book.  Here are a 
few reasons to do so:   

• Much of it was prophecy at the time it was written—
prophecy that God has subsequently fulfilled.  I think 
you’ll recognize it and be encouraged.   

• There is much prophecy remaining to be fulfilled—which 
will help you understand the future.   

• There is quite a bit of high drama written by the most 
eloquent writer of the Old Testament.  I believe it will 
grab and hold your attention.   

After reading the first chapter, I am sure you have noted 
that the audience is a nation in decline, for God chastises 
them directly:   

My people do not know Me and they do not  
understand ... they have turned their backs on the  
Holy One of Israel!             Isaiah 1:3-4 

Furthermore, the people are suffering as the result of their 
rebellion:   

Why do you persist in rebellion?  Your whole head is 
injured, your whole heart afflicted.     Isaiah 1:5 

This is always the way it works.  We don’t gain escape 
from an overly restrictive God when we rebel.  Rather, we 
just open ourselves up to the consequences for our rebel-
lion and move further and further away from the place of 
blessing.   



Lessons From Isaiah 
Friday, October 28: 

Read Isaiah 1:1-20 (Continued) 

This was true individually and corporately for Israel, and 
do you have a sense that it is happening in our nation as 
well?   

Now what does God have to say about all this?  Consider 
Verses 18-20.  Do you 
see how gracious God 
is?   

“Come now, let us 
reason together ... 
though your sins 
are like scarlet, 
they shall be white 
as snow ...”   

Even in the midst of 
the evil behavior and 
idolatry we will find in 
the Book of Isaiah, God 
would rather bless the 
people than curse 
them.  

In fact, in Chapter 30 
God is pictured as tap-
ping His foot, just waiting to be gracious to His people.  
God was tapping His foot in Isaiah’s day as He is, I be-
lieve, in our day as well.   

How do we become recipients of this grace?  We’ll investi-
gate further on Monday.   



Lessons From Isaiah 
Monday, October 31: 
Read Isaiah 1:18-31 

Chapter 1 contains many of the elements of a courtroom 
scene.  For example, did you notice how God is laying out 
the evidence against the people of Israel—and they have 
sinned in almost every possible way?  But, as we saw  
Friday, God is willing to cleanse the people of their 
sins.  What do they need to do?  They need to turn back 
to God (Verse 4) and be willing and obedient (Verse 19).   
If they do, they will eat the best from the land, if they do 
not, they will be devoured by the sword. 

It seems like such a simple choice, doesn’t it?  Why would 
anyone choose hell over heaven, judgment over bless-
ing?  Let me give you two reasons.  First, because:  

The god of this age has blinded the minds of  
unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the 
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God.              II Corinthians 4:4    

Lost people are blinded to the reality of their lost condi-
tion, and the consequences associated with it. 



Lessons From Isaiah 
Monday, October 31: 

Read Isaiah 1:18-31 (Continued) 

Second, let’s take it a step further, by recalling Scripture 
we have studied earlier:  

My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge.   
              Hosea 4:6  

... a people without understanding will come to ruin!
                Hosea 4:14  

Even those who are saved can put themselves in a position 
where the discipline of God is coming, simply by apathy 
toward and ignorance of the Word of God.  What should 
we do when we come under conviction that this is our pre-
dicament?  We should come to the One calling our name, 
let the light of His Word reveal our sin, and confess it.  We 
can trust that, though our sins be like scarlet through the 
cleansing available via the cross, they shall be white as 
snow.  What a loving and gracious God has saved us! 
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