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Returning to Hebrews 
Friday October 1: Read Deuteronomy 6 

One more item to ponder before moving on from Hebrews 
Chapter 1.  This first chapter contains numerous references 
to the Father and the Son—both clearly presented as deity.  
And if we peek over in Chapter 2, we find: 

. . .gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to 
His will.               Hebrews 2:4   

Thus, in the opening chapters of the Book of Hebrews, we 
have all three members of the Trinity, and this to a group 
of Hebrew Christians who were raised on the Shema: 

Hear, O Israel:  The Lord our God, the Lord is One.   
                       Deuteronomy 6:4 

This raises the obvious question, “How can God be One 
and Three at the same time?”  We cannot cover the Trinity 
in detail, but for the next couple of days let’s lay out a 
number of Biblical truths regarding the Trinity:   

1. God is one in terms of essence.  This means that God, 
all three members of the Trinity, are sovereign,  
righteous, just, eternal, loving, omnipotent, omniscient, 
omnipresent, truthful, and immutable.    

2. On the other hand, God is three when it comes to  
personality—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—all having 
one and the same essence.   

3. We need to be careful to avoid the error of thinking 
there is one God who takes on any one of three  
different forms.  On the contrary, each of the members 
of the Trinity is separately omnipotent, worthy of  
worship, and so forth.  In fact, all three are seen at the 
Baptism of Jesus in Matthew 3:16-17, and two distinct 
members referenced many other times.   

            Continued on the next page. 

 

 

 



Returning to Hebrews 
Friday October 1: Read Deuteronomy 6 

(Continued) 

4. The distinctions become more nuanced with the Father- 
Son language which implies the subordination of one 
member to the other.  Let me state again, the members 
of the Trinity should be considered co-equal and co-
eternal.  One partial example of this can be found in 
Revelation Chapters 4 and 5.  Chapter 4 is devoted to 
worship of the Father and Chapter 5 worship of the 
Son—with a complete absence of any kind of hierarchy.   

5. It is often helpful to understand the plans and purposes 
of God in light of the following:   

• The Father plans.  

• The Son is the 
one who exe-
cutes the plan—
making Him the 
visible represen-
tation of the  
Father.  

• The Holy Spirit 
is the revealer 
and enabler of  
the plan, and as 
such exalts the 
Father and Son rather than Himself!    

In short, there is an amazing degree of intimacy, congru-
ence, and single-mindedness of purpose among the mem-
bers of the Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  It may be 
beyond our experience, but certainly something we can 
marvel at by faith.  



Returning to Hebrews 
Monday, October 4: Read John 16:1-15 

We are going to continue our discussion of the Trinity  
today with an amazing passage from today’s reading, 
where once again all three members of the Trinity are in 
view.  We begin with Jesus speaking to His disciples:   

“I have much more to say to you, more than you can 
now bear.  But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, 
He will guide you into all truth.  He will not speak on 
His own; He will speak only what He hears, and He 
will tell you what is yet to come.  He will bring glory 
to Me by taking from what is Mine and making it 
known to you.  All that belongs to the Father is Mine.  
That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is 
Mine and make it known to you.”  John 16:12-15  

We are clearly told, what is the Father’s belongs to the 
Son, and the Spirit will in turn take of that which is the 
Son’s (which must also be the Father’s) and reveal it to us.  
Is it any wonder that Jesus, in praying to the Father asks: 

“I pray also for those who will believe in Me. . . that 
all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me 
and I am in You. . .I have given them the glory that 
you gave Me, that they may be one as We are one. . .“ 
               I John 17:20-22   

We could learn much from the voluntary subordination of 
the Son and the resultant exaltation by the Father.  This 
harmonious relationship should certainly be found within 
the body of Christ.  Can we choose to subordinate our-
selves—one to another—to achieve the plans and purposes 
of God?  Jesus did!  Which of us is too good to follow the 
example set by our Lord?  The Christian Way of Life is in-
deed a high calling, and most certainly modeled for us by 
our Lord and Savior!  Then to think that we may one day 
share in His glory.  What an awesome thought!  
          



Back to Philippians 
Tuesday, October 5: Read Philippians 3 

It is going to take a long time to get through Chapter 3 if I 
go one verse at a time.  Nevertheless, there is something I 
feel compelled to share with you right in Verse 1.  For I 
think this verse lays out an important aspect of what it 
means to be a good teacher and what it means to be a  
receptive congregation.  Notice what Paul says: 

It is no trouble for me to write the same thing to you 
again, and it is a safeguard for you.        Philippians 3:1 

I think this tells us that 
one aspect of being a good 
teacher is repetition—in as 
many different ways and 
from as many different an-
gles as possible.  The goal 
is to constantly cause 
those who sit under teach-
ing to be refreshed with 
the truth in as many  
different ways as possible.   

As for the congregation, I 
hope they realize that 
there is a form of spiritual 
safety in hearing the Word 
proclaimed over and over:  

For faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word 
of God!                 Romans 10:17   

Did you catch the implication of that?  Hearing the Word 
stimulates faith.  You may have heard something many  



Back to Philippians 
Tuesday, October 5: Read Philippians 3 

(Continued)   

times before, when all of a sudden it clicks.  You see it as 
truth from God and you are ready to accept it by faith.  
And, Paul isn’t the only one who feels this way.  Consider 
what Peter wrote:  

So I will always remind you of these things. . .I think 
it is right to refresh your memory as long as I live in 
the tent of this body. . .And I will make every effort to 
see that after my departure you will always be able  
to remember these things.      II Peter 1:12-14  

In summary, I don’t know where I came across this, but I 
think it is a fair statement when it comes to God’s Word: 

That which cannot be over-learned,  
cannot be over-taught. 

Now you know the intent behind these devotionals. As we 
review things that have been taught in the past, it is no 
trouble for me and it is a safeguard for you. 

 

 

 

 



Back to Philippians 
Wednesday, October 6: Read  

Galatians 3 (Philippians 3:2-4) 

Paul doesn’t mince words: ...watch out for those dogs, is 
what he writes when he describes the legalistic Jews of his 
day. (Philippians 3:2).  And, there is more to legalism than 
just trying to push the Mosaic Law.  To be legalistic is to 
add any system of works to the Gospel message of salva-
tion through faith in Christ.  To do so, is to act as if the 
work of the cross is not sufficient to save, as if we have to 
add our efforts to those of our Savior in order to make it 
adequate to save.   

 

 



Back to Philippians 
Wednesday, October 6: Read  

Galatians 3 (Philippians 3:2-4) (Continued) 

In Galatians Chapter 1, Paul calls this no Gospel at all; and, 
as you can see in Galatians 3:1-2, he is very clear: 

You foolish Galatians!. . .Did you receive the Spirit by 
observing the law, or by believing what you heard? 

Now it is important for us to realize that legalism so easily 
creeps into our thinking.  Anytime we think God owes us 
something because of what we have done, we have  
allowed legalism to cloud our thinking.  In Philippians 3, 
Paul has given us a very nice means of detecting legalism 
when he describes God’s people as those who:  

 . . .worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in Christ 
Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh. . . 
               Philippians 3:2 

Do you see it?  We can test our Christian walk for legalism 
simply by holding our lives up to this passage.  Does our 
worship consist of a rigid order of service or is it inspired by 
the Holy Spirit?  Are we talking (or thinking) about what we 
have done for the Lord or are we preoccupied with what 
Christ has done for us?  Lastly, do we take pride in our 
gifts, service, and orthodoxy or do we constantly guard 
against the influence of the flesh in our lives?  

It is worth it to be on guard lest we be like the foolish  
Galatians, who started well and then succumbed to the 
urge to add their own two cents worth to the plan of God.  
He doesn’t need our help.  Rather, we need His life  
manifest in ours! 
 



Back to Philippians 
Thursday, October 7: Read Titus 3 

(Philippians 3:9) 

In Titus 3:4 we see this truth about our salvation: 

But when the kindness and love of God our Savior  
appeared, He saved us, not because of righteous 
things we had done, but because of His mercy.  

In Philippians 3:9 we have the same truth from the other 
standpoint: 

. . .not having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but that which is through faith in 
Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and 
is by faith.  

Putting the two  
together, we learn 
that it is not our 
righteousness that 
saves us but the 
mercy of God, and 
that through Jesus 
Christ.  In fact, the 
only way for any of 
us to have a truly 
righteous standing 
before God is to 
have the righteous-
ness that He gives 
when we place our 
faith in the person and work of Christ.   

 



Back to Philippians 
Thursday, October 7: Read Titus 3 

(Philippians 3:9) (Continued) 

Underline it: ...the righteousness that comes from God and 
is by faith.     

If this is really true, then why do so many people try to 
work their way, surrender their way, and commit their way 
into heaven?  Apparently, there is just something about us, 
either as human beings or societally, that causes us to 
think that we need to work for God’s blessing.  That is what 
religion is all about.  We must realize ourselves, and then 
communicate to others that, when it comes to our  
relationship with God, we must view things differently: 

1. The Bible teaches that we are separated from God to 
such an extent (so lost) that there is nothing we can  
contribute to our salvation.   

2. God’s work of salvation through Christ is so complete, it 
needs no additions to help it along the way.   

In short, to receive the salvation that is available to us 
through Christ, we have to come to the same point that 
Paul reached:  

. . .whatever was to my profit I now consider loss  
for the sake of Christ.  What is more I consider  
everything a loss compared to the surpassing great-
ness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose 
sake I have lost all things.  I consider them rubbish,  
that I may gain Christ and be found in Him. . . 
                Philippians 3:7-9 



Back to Philippians 
Friday, October 8:  

Read Isaiah 43 (Philippians 2:13-14) 

. . .one thing I do: forgetting what is behind. . .  
                Philippians 2:13 

What is it that Paul is forgetting?  And why is he having to 
work at it?   Let me suggest the short answer to what he 
has to forget is sin!  Do you remember his history?  Before 
coming to Christ, he persecuted Christians—throwing them 
in jail, separating families, and much worse.  Now he is in 
the midst of trying to walk in newness of life, and being 
greatly used by the Lord in the process.   

Yet you know how the Devil can whisper in your ear:  “You 
should feel so ashamed.  You should feel so guilty. . .”  
Paul, as we all do, needs to not only forget his failures  
before coming to Christ, but he also needs to forget those 
failures that occurred after becoming a Christian.  In case 
you don’t think Paul had any failures, just read Romans 
Chapter 7.   

Forgetting is simply a matter of confessing sin and then  
letting it go by resting in the efficacy of the cross.  All of us 
are going to have to decide what looms larger in our  
thinking, our sins or the cross?  Now I know sometimes it is 
not quite that simple because the guilt keeps coming back 
and we have to work at it for a time.  That’s why I had you 
read Isaiah 43.  Did you spot the specific verse I had in 
mind?  Listen to what God says in Verse 25:   

“I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions,  
for My own sake, and remembers your sins no more.” 

 



Back to Philippians 
Friday, October 8:  

Read Isaiah 43 (Philippians 2:13-14)

(Continued) 

God blots out our sins because of the payment made at the 
cross and, therefore, they are no longer a hindrance to our 
fellowship with Him.  And so, like Paul, we have good  
reason to forget what is behind.  For no failure is too large 
to hold us back in the plan of God, if we will come to Him 
and claim the forgiveness available at the cross.   

Now with this in mind, knowing we can forget what is  
behind, we can focus on what lies ahead.  Come back on 
Monday for further discussion! 

 



Back to Philippians 
Monday, October 11: Read Ephesians 1 

(Philippians 3:13-14) 

What lies ahead?  The upward call of God in Christ Jesus! 

. . forgetting those things which are behind. . .I 
press toward the goal for the prize of the upward 
call of God in Christ Jesus.         Philippians 3:14 

What is this upward call to which Paul refers?  Let me  
suggest that it is that which God wants you to become as 
you follow after Him.  We can see this in Ephesians 4:1:  

I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to 
walk worthy of the calling with which you were 
called. . . 

The word worthy has a root meaning of being equivalent 
in weight.  The calling in view is the need to live one’s life 
consistent with the identity we have in Christ as described 
in Ephesians Chapter 1.  So the admonition is for every 
Christian to live a life, moment-by-moment, that measures 
up to the incomparable identity we have in Christ.  This 
upward call is both magnificent and a very high goal.  Of 
course it is, for we see it again in Romans 8.  

For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of His Son.          Romans 8:29 

Do you see that in living a life of equal weight to who and 
what we are in Christ, we are going to be progressively 
transformed, to be more and more like our Savior?  With 
such a high calling, perhaps you can see why it is so im-
portant to have the past dealt with and forgotten, so that 
we can give our full and undivided attention to pressing 
forward— 

. . .toward the goal of the prize of the upward call of 
God in Christ Jesus.           Philippians 3:14 



Back to Philippians 
Tuesday, October 12: Read James 3

(Philippians 3:17-19) 

Philippians 3:20-21 are extremely precious and important 
verses for the child of God.  However their import is  
multiplied if we connect them with the flow of thought laid 
down in Verses 17-19.  That will be our goal for today, be-
fore looking at the more well-known Philippians 3:20-21 to-
morrow.  Paul starts by exhorting us to: 

Join with others in following my example, and take 
note of those who follow the pattern we gave you. 
             Philippians 3:17 

It is not that Paul is trying to elevate himself; on the  
contrary, he is trying to make sure that we readily  
recognize those who are enemies of the cross!  He goes on 
to give us some helpful tips in recognizing such enemies:   

. . .their god is their stomach, their glory is in their 
shame.  Their mind is on earthly things.   
             Philippians 3:19 

There is quite a debate whether 
these enemies are restricted to 
only unbelievers or perhaps indi-
viduals both inside and outside 
the Church.  I think it can be 
both.  But rather than focus on 
this issue, let me give you a cou-
ple of examples.  The bestseller 
God is Not Great: How Religion 
Poisons Everything was written by 
Christopher Hitchens, an avowed 
atheist.  This book, and others like 
it, ridicule the Christian life and  
  Continued on the next page. 



Back to Philippians 
Tuesday, October 12: Read James 3

(Philippians 3:17-19) (Continued) 

typically promote an alternative that is very aptly described 
as having one’s appetites (stomach) as their god!  Then 
there is William Young’s bestseller The Shack.  It has been 
warmly praised within the Christian community, leading 
some to call it “the best Christian book of all time!”  The 
author states he does not hold to a view of the atonement 
that has Jesus bearing the punishment of mankind’s sin at 
the cross.   

This fits nicely into the emerging church theology which 
teaches that hell and the cross are false advertising for 
God.  Although this is demonstrably false when held to the 
light of Scriptures, it is rampant in Christian circles in the 
day in which we live.   

Could this be an example of what it means to “have one’s 
mind on earthly things?”  The Lighthouse Book Review 
thinks so:  

The Shack is appealing to the carnal man and not the 
spiritual, and as the Bible warns, there is a  

. . .wisdom that descendeth not from above, but is 
earthly, sensual, devilish.          James 3:15  

We need to pay very close attention to Paul’s admonitions, 
in that we: 

Join with others in following my (Paul’s) example, and 
take note of those who follow the pattern we gave 
you.                      Philippians 3:17 

In other words, fellowship with those who hold to sound 
doctrine—and be on guard! 
 



Back to Philippians 
Wednesday, October 13:  

Read I Corinthians 15  
(Philippians 3:20-21)  

You see how we have been set up for Philippians 3:20-21.  
In contrast to having one’s appetites as their god and their 
minds set on earthly things, there are two things  
Christians need to have firmly settled in their thinking: 
heaven is our home and Jesus Christ is coming from 
there—for us!  For homeland and citizenship are both 
ways to translate the same word.   

Do you see how problematic it is for the Christian to get 
tangled up in the things of this world, to have his or her 
mind on earthly things?  For this world is not our home, 
and Hebrews 11:16 makes it clear this has always been 
the attitude of those used by God.  If that is the case, 
then our minds should be set on things associated with 
our true homeland—the things of heaven.   

          Continued on the next page. 



Back to Philippians 
Wednesday, October 13:  

Read I Corinthians 15 
(Philippians 3:20-21) (Continued) 

When Jesus does return, here is one of the things He is  
going to do for each one of His children: 

. . .transform our lowly bodies so that they will be 
like His glorious body.              Philippians 3:21 

The phrase glorious body refers to Jesus’ resurrection body.  
This verse reinforces the truth laid out in I Corinthians 15 
that promises we are going to have a resurrection body just 
like our Lord’s.  It will be immortal, incorruptible, glorious, 
and without any stain or 
blemish from sin.  To be 
an enemy of the cross is 
to be an enemy of the 
means by which we have 
such a future hope.  For it 
is the cross of Christ that 
accomplishes the work 
necessary for those who 
believe to be reconciled to 
their Heavenly Father and 
become numbered among 
those who are said to be 
the many brethren of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 8:29)  

To be a child of God, heir with Christ, is the only way to 
one day also have a body like His!  There are so many 
blessings associated with God’s so-great salvation! 
 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Thursday, October 14:  
Read Deuteronomy 6  

As we look to uncover another profound truth from the book 
of Jeremiah, let’s start by posing a simple question: “Do you 
think that God wants His people, those who have been 
saved and brought into the Kingdom of God, to be devoted 
to Him?”  We would assuredly all answer, “Yes!”  Although 
this is a simple question, it is not asked in a simple or purely 
theoretical way.  When asking, “Does God want a devoted 
and committed people?”  I mean devoted to Him and  
nothing else—devoted exclusively to Him!  Consider the  
famous passage from today’s reading called the Shema:  

Hear O Israel: The Lord your God, the Lord is one!   
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, and with all your strength. 
                 Deuteronomy 6:4-5    

            Continued on the next page. 

 

 

 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Thursday, October 14:  

Read Deuteronomy 6 (Continued) 

These descriptive phrases certainly sound like commitment, 
don’t they?  Again, is this what God is looking for?  

For the eyes of the LORD range throughout the  
earth to strengthen those whose  hearts are fully 
committed to Him.            II Chronicles 16:9   

Furthermore, failure in this area can have disastrous  
consequences no matter how illustrious the individual:  

As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after 
other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the 
LORD his God, as the heart of David his father had 
been.                I Kings 11:4   

If you ponder this further, you will start to recall all of the 
times that Bible characters got themselves into trouble by 
being double-minded.  You will remember the difficulties 
encountered by those paying lip-service to God while  
hedging their bets with other options.  

You see, there seems to be a certain single-mindedness in 
terms of devotion, allegiance, and trust that is God’s intent 
for His people.  Do you think this has changed down 
through the centuries?  I don’t think so either.   



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Friday, October 15:  

Read II Chronicles 34-35 

Today’s reading is your introduction to King Josiah, a  
tremendous individual among an otherwise forgettable string 
of Israel’s final kings.  Recall that Jeremiah was called to  
ministry during the thirteenth year of Josiah’s reign.  That 
would make Josiah 21 years old and Jeremiah approximately 
the same age.  Continuing with the thread that we began 
yesterday, do you see Josiah as being devoted to the Lord? 
I believe the text makes clear a remarkable level of commit-
ment.  For he:  

. . .walked in the ways of his father David, not turning 
aside to the right or left.       II Chronicles 34:2 

Josiah purified the temple and began repairs after the  
neglect under Manasseh.  He tore his royal robes and wept 
before the Lord because of the sin of the people.  He had 
the Law read in the presence of all the people and he led 
the people in a Passover celebration such that the: 

Passover had not been observed like this in Israel 
since the days of the prophet Samuel. . .  
            II Chronicles 35:18  

How is it that Jeremiah is preaching judgment against  
Israel?  How is it that the nation so quickly spirals into the 
sin we have already read about in Jeremiah 1 and 2?  Were 
the people of Israel devoted to the Lord in the same way as 
was Josiah?  We can’t find a definitive answer in these two 
chapters, but we can find hints.  In Jeremiah 34:30 he had 
the people gather to hear the Law read publicly.  In 34:32 
he required everyone to pledge their obedience to the Law.  
In 35:7 Josiah provided the Passover sacrifice for those 
who gathered.  To close, is what we are seeing the external 
response of religion or the inward devotion which God is 
looking for?  We’ll find out in tomorrow’s text.   



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Monday, October 18: Read Jeremiah 3 

Yesterday we were amazed at the devotion of Josiah and 
all the good he tried to do for his people.  It is easy to raise 
the question, “God, why did you let him die in battle at 
such a young age?  There are so few like him and Israel 
desperately needed a king like him!”  Today we are going 
to get things from God’s perspective, and this is not to take 
away from Josiah in any way but rather is an indictment of 
the people of Israel.  In Verse 6 we are dealing with a word 
from the Lord, specifically, during the time of Josiah.  God 
makes it clear that He first of all judged the Northern  
Kingdom (Israel), with the expectation that the Southern 
Kingdom (Judah) would respond.  She didn’t—and, in fact, 
became even worse.  Note this verse:   

“And yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah has 
not returned to Me with her whole heart, but in  
pretense,” says the Lord.       Jeremiah 3:10   

Despite all the positive things that occurred during Josiah’s 
reign, God is telling us that the people were going through 
the motions.  It was all pretense and completely  
unacceptable to a God who looks on the heart.  Here is our 
first Point of Application as we consider Josiah’s devotion 
and the people’s pretense:   

You can’t have zeal on behalf of someone else no  
matter how well intentioned.  We can’t even do it for our 
neighbors, friends, and family members.  Ultimately, it 
must be a response of each heart to the call of God.   

So, when people filled the churches of America following 
9/11, do you think we were seeing the devoted hearts that 
God desires or people going through the motions out of 
anxiousness or mere pretense?  Our history as a nation in 
the years that follow decisively answers that question.   



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Tuesday, October 19: Read Romans 12 

When people turn to God—whether it is under a godly king 
like Josiah in Jeremiah’s day or in our own land as a  
follow-up to the 9/11 tragedy—God wants hearts that turn 
in exclusive devotion to Him.  
That observation leads directly 
to a second Point of Application:  

The condition of our heart is 
laid bare before the Lord. 
(Hebrews 4:13)  Therefore, we 
dare not lose sight of the ob-
jective for those who call 
themselves the children of 
God.  The objective is hearts 
being transformed, becoming 
ever more devoted to Him. (Jeremiah 3:10)  For He will 
accept no substitutes or half measures.   

Let’s ask the question: “How is it that we can undergo 
transformation?”  Consider the following:   

•   There is no hope of God-pleasing transformation apart 
from being born-again through faith in the person and 
work of Jesus Christ. (John 3:3) 

• Romans 12:2 establishes the goal and process by which 
we are transformed:  

And do not be conformed to this world, but be  
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you 
may prove what is that good and acceptable and 
perfect will of God.  

•   How is it that our minds are renewed?  Through the 
Word of God and the teaching ministry of the Holy  
Spirit. (II Timothy 3:16-17, John 16:13)  

            Continued on the next page. 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Tuesday, October 19: Read Romans 12 

(Continued) 

•  Renewal requires an ongoing response on our part,  
specifically to:  

. . .humbly accept the Word planted in you, which can 
save your souls.            James 1:21 

• What should we expect to occur as the Spirit enables us 
to pursue this response?   

But we all with unveiled face, beholding as in a  
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed 
into the same image from glory to glory, just as by  
the Spirit of the Lord.       II Corinthians 3:18  

You and I have a clear calling don’t we?  We are called to 
transformation and not pretense!  May we encourage each 
other as we pursue devotion to our great God, Jesus Christ! 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Wednesday, October 20:  

Read Jeremiah 5 

The Bible can simplify things by reducing the choices in life 
to one of two options.  On the one hand, we can live life 
God’s way: 

• From the right source—new life through Jesus Christ 

• With the right process—treating the Word of God as if it 
were pure spiritual milk whereby we can grow 

• In the right attitude—humility and perseverance 

• Expecting the right outcome—that as our lives are  
internally transformed the life of Christ is externally visible  

Or, we can live a life that resembles the sinful mess of  
Jeremiah 5.  The manifestations of the sinful nature are  
evident at every level of society and the people are suffering:  

“Your wrongdoings have kept these (agricultural  
production) away; your sins have deprived you of good.”  
                    Jeremiah 5:25   

Instead of responding to discipline: 

“A horrible and shocking thing has happened in the 
land: the prophets prophesy lies, the priests rule by 
their own authority, and My people love it this way.   
But what will you do in the end?”      Jeremiah 5:30-31  

Here is the problem, once we choose to let the sinful nature 
have its full reign in our lives, we simply flock to that which 
reinforces the choices we have made.  The New Testament 
describes this as looking for those who will . . . say what 
their itching ears want to hear. (II Timothy 4:3)  

Are we really making those choices that ultimately lead to 
transformation and a God-honoring life, or are we allowing 
the sinful nature to call the shots while carrying on a  
pretense of Christianity?  Our readings in Jeremiah really 
challenge our thinking, don’t they?   



Returning to Hebrews 
Thursday, October 21:  
Read Hebrews 2:1-4 

Today’s reading is an exhortation to avoid a great danger.  
This is the first, and only, exhortation in the first two  
chapters, but it is most certainly not going to be the last 
contained in the Book of Hebrews.  These warnings are to 
the audience of Hebrews.  By virtue of their inclusion in the 
Book of Hebrews, they are warnings to us.  These warnings 
are a very important part of the book, and, as you’ll see, 
they tend to grow in force as the book continues. 

Before we look at the substance of the warning, let’s settle 
the audience.  As already mentioned, the audience is a 
group of Jewish (Hebrew) converts to Christianity who are 
thinking about returning to Judaism because of the perse-
cution that is starting to come their way.  However, when-
ever you find a serious warning in the Word of God, there 
are always those who will say, “This warning applies to the 
lost.”  They hold the position that any group negatively de-
scribed must always be speaking of the lost.  So which is 
it?  Is this to believers, warning them not to turn away; or 
is it to the lost, somehow encouraging them to get saved?   



Returning to Hebrews 
Thursday, October 21:  

Read Hebrews 2:1-4 (Continued) 

Well—we have lots of context, let’s see what we can glean:   

• In today’s reading we have the clear exhortation to 
avoid drifting away from the faith.  So that leads me to 
ask, “What do the lost have to drift away from?”  On the 
other hand, the saved can drift away from abiding in the 
One who saved them, and can drift away from a walk of 
faith because of difficult circumstances.   

• Then consider the short phrases used to depict the  
audience:   

Therefore, holy brothers. . .  Hebrews 3:1 

 In bringing many sons to glory. . . Hebrews 2:10 

 See to it, brothers. . .  Hebrews 3:12 

. . .let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.  
              Hebrews 4:14   

Are these the kinds of ways you refer to the lost or to the 
saved?  The exhortations are going to continue, but the 
writer often even includes himself with his audience:  

We must pay careful 
attention. . .so that 
we do not drift away.  
   Hebrews 2:1  

Whether a writer of 
Scripture, or audience of 
Scripture, we all need to 
be warned—and take the 
warnings to heart!  



Returning to Hebrews 
Friday, October 22:  

Read Matthew 14:15-36 

Today we turn our full attention to the exhortation of  
Hebrews 2:1-4.  We can summarize the warning in our text 
as follows: earnestly heed what you have been taught—lest 
you drift away!  The word translated drift away is a nautical 
term.  It refers to how wind and current can cause a ship 
to be driven off course or away from a safe anchorage onto 
the rocks causing damage and potential loss of cargo.   

Let me give 
you some ap-
plication: Once 
you have 
placed your 
faith in the 
person and 
work of Christ 
and thereby  
become a re-
cipient of eter-
nal life—the 
spiritual battle 
is on!  The winds of rejection, persecution, and ridicule will 
seek to move you from your calling in Christ.  Further, cur-
rents of worldly success, worldly lusts, and the concerns of 
the here and now will seek to shipwreck your Christian Life. 

What a powerful illustration the author of Hebrews has  
developed.  I can give you a simple physical example in the 
life of Peter.  In Matthew 14:22-33, we find the disciples of 
Jesus making slow headway against wind and wave, allow-
ing Jesus to overtake them walking upon the water.   The 
disciples are terrified by what they see, but Jesus calms 
them, and eventually calls Peter to walk to Him.   



Returning to Hebrews 
Friday, October 22:  

Read Matthew 14:15-36 (Continued) 

Peter begins well, but then has to call to the Lord to save 
him as he begins to sink.  What caused Peter to sink?  The 
text tells us: 

 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid.   
              Matthew 14:30 

Jesus immediately identifies the root of Peter’s failing,  
saying:“You of little faith!”   

Now let’s apply Hebrews 2:1.  When you start well in obedi-
ence to the Lord, what do you need to be on guard against?  
Allowing the winds and currents of circumstances to cause 
you to drift away.  This warning would have helped Peter, 
and it can help us too!            



Returning to Hebrews 
Monday, October 25: Read I Timothy 4 

Drifting away from a walk of faith grounded in God’s Word 
can lead to disastrous consequences for the child of God.  
This was such an important warning for this group of  
Hebrew Christians to whom it was addressed—and it can 
be equally valuable for us!   

Again, let me be clear, the lost are not cautioned about 
drifting away—they are already dead in trespasses and sin. 
(Ephesians 2:1)  On the contrary, it is the child of God who 
can drift away from a vital relationship with the Lord and 
instead become tangled up in the things of this world.  In 
today’s reading, Paul forcefully tells his young pastor proté-
gé Timothy:   

Watch your life and doctrine closely.  Persevere in 
them, because if you do, you will save both yourself  
and your hearers.          I Timothy 4:16  

 



          
Returning to Hebrews 

Monday, October 25: Read I Timothy 4 
(Continued) 

Paul is not talking about salvation from hell to heaven—
Timothy is, of course, a believer.  What Paul is speaking of 
is what we often refer to as the second phase of our  
salvation—the need to deliver the period of time God gives 
us on this earth as a saved individual.  All of us need to 
save the days the Lord has given us lest we squander our 
spiritual lives.  Paul comes at this in so many ways: redeem 
the time (Ephesians 5:16); walk-worthy of who you are in 
Christ (Ephesians 4:1); and be imitators of God (Ephesians 
5:1).  As Peter points out:  

Therefore dear friends. . .be on your guard so that 
you may not be carried away by the error of lawless 
men and fall from your secure position.     II Peter 3:17  

As you can see, it is not only the writer of Hebrews who 
warns us to be careful not to drift away from the truth we 
have been taught.  For we have been forewarned—quite a 
few times!  

 



Returning to Hebrews 
Tuesday, October 26: Read John 17 

So how do we avoid drifting away from the truth we have 
been taught?   And I remind you, the winds of rejection, 
persecution and ridicule, along with the currents of worldly 
lusts and the concerns of the here and now are going to 
constantly seek to drive our spiritual lives upon the rocks! 

So again I ask, how do we avoid such a disastrous spiritual 
outcome?  Let me suggest several things:   

1. First, we need to remember the imperative to grow:  

Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so 
that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now 
that you have tasted that the Lord is good.   
                I Peter 2:2-3  

Of course, this is especially important for a new  
believer; but the truth is, we never reach the point 
where we can check out of our spiritual growth.   

   



Returning to Hebrews 
Tuesday, October 26: Read John 17 

(Continued) 

2. Then here is a more subtle need of which to be aware.  
It is not just about gaining spiritual knowledge, it is 
about letting the Word of Christ dwell richly within:  

Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly, as  you 
teach and admonish one another. . .     Colossians 3:16  

In other words, it guides our thinking and guides us into 
a deeper personal relationship with our Savior.   

3. Perhaps you are thinking, “Is the Word really that im-
portant?”  Let me state it as clearly as possible: The 
Word of God, as taught by the Spirit of God, is the 
agent of our transformation as Christians!  How can I be 
so dogmatic on this?  Because the Scriptures are!  Jesus 
asks the Father to do the following for us:  

 “Sanctify them by the truth; Your Word is truth.” 
               John 17:17    

Then the apostle Paul exhorts:   

Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind.             Ephesians 4:23   

Do you see it?  The Word both transforms us and sets us 
apart unto God for His purposes, coupled with the Holy 
Spirit as our teacher and enabler.  What I am suggesting to 
you is that you can keep yourself from a spiritually  
shipwrecked life by walking in the Spirit as guided by the 
Word!  And all God’s people said, “Amen!”     



Returning to Hebrews 
Wednesday, October 27:  

Read Hebrews 2:5-9 

We are taking small bites out of the text of Hebrews, aren’t 
we?  That’s because it is so full of truth that needs to be 
unpacked.  Verse 9 contains a great statement of  
perspective for the Christian.  You see the world around us 
is full of events that are clamoring for our attention.  They 
might be world-wide in scope, national, or personal.  But no 
matter the ups and downs of history, what should be the 
focus of the Christian?   

But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than 
the angels, now crowned with glory and honor. . .  
                 Hebrews 2:9  

He is our Savior, He is the preeminent One, and He is in the 
place of greatest honor!  Just to make this as clear as possi-
ble, let’s ask and answer the question, “When we look to 
Jesus, what should we see?”   

1. We see Jesus as the last Adam, the source of our  
righteousness and life:   

The first man Adam became a living being; the last 
Adam, a life-giving spirit.      I Corinthians 15:45  

For just as through the disobedience of one man the 
many were made sinners, so also through the obedi-
ence of one man the many will be made righteous.   
                Romans 5:19 

For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be 
made alive.                 I Corinthians 15:22 



Returning to Hebrews 
Wednesday, October 27:  

Read Hebrews 2:5-9 (Continued) 

2. We see Jesus coming again—not as a suffering servant, 
but as a reigning King:   

On His robe and on his thigh He has the name  
written:  KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 
               Revelation 19:16   

3. We see Jesus as the  

Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world  
                 Revelation 13:8  

and the One who  

. . .was chosen before the creation of the world, but 
was revealed in these last times for your sake.   
             I Peter 1:20  

So when the events and circumstances of this world cause 
you fear, anxiety, or anger, remember: 

But we see Jesus!             Hebrews 2:9 

He is our Lord and Savior and there is no one else like Him!  



Returning to Hebrews 
Thursday, October 28: Read Isaiah 53 

We only got through the first half of Hebrews 2:9 yester-
day, let’s finish it today.  Jesus is crowned with glory and 
honor:  

. . .because He suffered death, so that by the grace of 
God He might taste death for everyone.     Hebrews 2:9 

Do you see what this is saying?  Jesus tasted death so that 
you and I wouldn’t have to!  He took our place as our sub-
stitute so that we wouldn’t have to pay the wages of sin, 
which is death.  Let me show you in the Scriptures.  First, 
notice the documentation of Jesus as our substitute:   

He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree. . .   
                  I Peter 2:24 

But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was 
crushed for our iniquities. . .           Isaiah 53:5 

Next, notice how Jesus received punishment that was  
rightly ours:   

. . . the punishment that brought us peace was upon 
Him, and by His wounds we are healed.       Isaiah 53:5 

And third, notice the sufficiency of Jesus’ work:   

. . .“It is finished”. . .             John 19:30 

The word translated finished could equally well be  
translated paid in full!  And that’s why the Scriptures say 
there is now  

. . .no condemnation for those who are in Christ  
Jesus. . .                 Romans 8:1 



          
Returning to Hebrews 

Thursday, October 28: Read Isaiah 53 
(Continued) 

You see when it comes to tasting death for everyone: Jesus 
got the job done!   

Now I want you to  
notice one more thing: 
we didn’t ask for Jesus 
to taste death for us 
and we certainly didn’t 
deserve Him doing so.  
God saw the need, 
acted on our behalf, 
and freely offers the 
results to anyone will-
ing to receive it by 
faith.  That’s why 
Scripture says it was 
by the grace of God  
that Jesus tasted 
death for everyone!   

Now let me ask you a 
question: Will the 
world taste death for 
you so that you don’t 
have to?  Will science, 
technology, or government die in your place?  Jesus is so 
much better than anything this world has to offer.   

What a Savior we have!  

 

 



Returning to Hebrews 
Friday, October 29: Read Hebrews 2:10 

Just one verse today—and it is a very challenging one.  

. . . it was fitting that God, for whom and through 
whom everything exists, should make the author of 
their salvation perfect through suffering.   
                    Hebrews 2:10  

Two questions jump out of this text!  

1. How could it possibly be fitting for God the Father to 
have the Son undergo the suffering of the cross?  

2. How could the perfect Son of God be perfected through 
suffering?    

The answers to these questions are partially an issue of 
translation and partially an issue of understanding the  
character of God—and they are both very important.  It will 
take us two days to get through this, but the more we un-
derstand the so-great salvation that is available in Jesus 
Christ, the more we should be motivated to trust Him 
through thick and thin.  For we will never find so-great a 
salvation anywhere else.   

Now let me walk you through it: 

1. As we saw in Verse 9 at the cross, Jesus tasted death 
for everyone.  Death was necessary because “the wages 
of sin is death.” (Romans 6:23).  Simply stated, we are  
sinners, someone has to die!   

This is greatly misunderstood in our day.  God has been 
presented as a one-dimensional teddy bear whose one 
character quality is love.  But if we open the pages of 
Scripture, we find that in addition to love—our God is 
Holy.  In fact, in speaking of God the psalmist tells us:  

Righteousness and justice are the foundation of 
Your throne; love and faithfulness go before you.   
                Psalm 89:14 



          
Returning to Hebrews 

Friday, October 29: Read Hebrews 2:10 
(Continued) 

You see, God is love, but He is also perfectly righteous and 
perfectly just.  Have you ever had someone say they love 
you, but their lack of character renders their love meaning-
less.  When God says He loves us, it means something be-
cause He doesn’t change.  God’s love comes from His holi-
ness, He is truthful.  So, we have arrived at the following 
points:   

1. The justice and righteousness of God have decreed that 
the wages for our sin is death.  It is either going to be our 
death or that of a substitute—Jesus is that substitute.   

2. The word translated fitting in Hebrews 2:10 also refers 
to that which is “necessary”.   

3. That brings us to the following understanding:  

In keeping with the holiness of God it was necessary 
for the Savior of mankind to suffer, for the wages of 
sin is death, which means that someone had to die.  
Jesus did—for us!   

But how did that perfect our Savior?  More on Monday. 
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