
September 2022 
Daily Devotional 

Vistoso Community Church 

Show me your ways, O Lord, 

teach me Your paths; 

guide me in Your truth 

and teach me, 

for You are God my Savior, 

and my hope is in You 

all day long. 

Psalm 25:4-5  



Foreword 
I think of this month’s readings in the following way: In-
struction on skill in living for the child of God as found in 
Proverbs, a call to continue in 
the faith and avoid turning 
away which is the theme found 
throughout the Book of  
Hebrews, and finally the call to 
faith in Christ found in John’s 
Gospel.   

May God bless you in the ongo-
ing reading of His Word, and 
illuminate your soul with His 
truth! 

In His grace,  

 

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 

 



Book of Proverbs 
Thursday, September 1:  

Read Psalm 19 

Psalm 19 begins with the grand phrase: 

The heavens declare the glory of God ... 

Our universe, on the large scale, and life, on the small 
scale, both demand a Creator.  Let me suggest that we 
have moved an ancient boundary stone when we attempt 
to explain the universe in which we live, as well as the 
complexity of life as we know it, in purely materialistic 
terms like the Big Bang or Evolution.  Psalm 19 changes 
subject matter in Verse 7 to the Word of God:   

The Law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul ... 

        Continued on the next page. 



Book of Proverbs 
Thursday, September 1:  
Read Psalm 19 (Continued) 

Let me suggest that we move an ancient boundary stone 
when we turn from the Word of God as a set of guiding 
principles for life to such philosophies as secular humanism.  
Do you doubt that our nation was founded on Biblical prin-
ciples?  Consider the following quote from Noah Webster:   

The moral principles and precepts found in the Scrip-
tures ought to form the basis of all our civil constitu-
tions and laws.  All the evils which men suffer from 
vice, crime, ambition, injustice, oppression, slavery 
and war, proceed from their despising or neglecting 
the precepts contained in the Bible. 

In a number of places in the Supreme Court building, the 
Ten Commandments are prominently on display.  Now 

contrast that with 
many recent  
Supreme Court de-
cisions.  Do you 
think they, even for 
a moment, thought 
to consult the Word 
of God as part of 
reaching such deci-
sions?  In short, 
what I am wanting 
us to think about as 
Christians is a sim-
ple application of 

one proverb: If God has spoken on a matter, then obedi-
ence requires that we allow neither culture nor our own 
desires to move the ancient boundary stone!   It is The 
Fear of the Lord  that leads to such obedience! 



Book of Proverbs 
Friday, September 2: Read Romans 12 

For the Christian, the goal of a transformed life is very 
much a part of how we are to view the time the Lord 
gives us on this earth.  It starts with becoming something 
radically new as the result of placing our faith in Christ:  

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new crea-
tion; the old has gone, the new has come!    
               II Corinthians 5:17 

It is a process which we commonly refer to as sanctifica-
tion.  We can see the end result in Romans 8:29:  

For those God foreknew He also predestined to be 
conformed to the likeness of His Son ...  

Then we see the means in Romans 12:2:  

Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind ...  

To be perfectly clear, the Christian’s mind is meant to be 
renewed by the Word of God! (II Timothy 3:16-17)  To be 

           Continued on the next page. 



Book of Proverbs 
Friday, September 2: Read Romans 12 

(Continued) 

sure, there is much within the Book of Proverbs that is 
supposed to support ongoing transformation.  In Chapter 
1, we learn that Solomon’s proverbs have been preserved:  

... for obtaining wisdom and discipline ... acquiring 
a prudent life, doing what is right and just.   

In fact, the development of wisdom, which we have 
learned is the idea of skill in living, is, by its very attain-
ment, transformative.  Let me add something that is par-
ticularly pervasive throughout the book—namely, that wis-
dom is also meant to serve a preservative function.  By 
that I mean this wisdom is meant to not just transform us, 
but also preserve from corruption whatever transfor-
mation has occurred.  If you think about it, we should im-
mediately begin to appreciate anything that acts to pre-
serve what God has done in our lives.  We’ll develop this 
idea further over the course of the next few days. 



Book of Proverbs 
Monday, September 5: 

Read Proverbs 2 

This chapter in Proverbs starts out with a powerful appeal 
to seek wisdom.  Take this as God speaking to you:    

... store up My commands, turn your ear to My  
wisdom, call out for insight and cry aloud for  
understanding and search for it as if it were great 
treasure.              Proverbs 2:1-4 

Then, here is the result:   

For wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge  
will be pleasant to your soul.  Discretion will pro-
tect you, and understanding will guard you.  
                Proverbs 2:10-11   

Do you see the preservative aspect that comes along with 
gaining God’s wisdom?  It will protect and guard you!  The 
preservative nature of wisdom continues to be spelled out 
very clearly throughout the rest of this chapter:  

 ... wisdom will save you from the ways of evil men.  
                 Proverbs 2:12  

It will also … save you from the adulteress, from the 
wayward wife with her seductive words.   
            Proverbs 2:16 

Thus you will walk in the ways of good men and 
keep to the paths of the righteous.        Proverbs 2:20   

This is a theme throughout the Book of Proverbs—the way 
in which wisdom will preserve us from the many different 
kinds of temptation that come our way.  This brings us to 
a very sticky question.  Given that Solomon wrote most of 
these proverbs and was declared by Scripture to be ex-
ceedingly wise, was he preserved from choosing sin over 
righteousness?  I think you know the story.  So that raises 
the question, “What went wrong?”   Was the problem with 
wisdom or with Solomon?  More on this topic tomorrow. 



Book of Proverbs 
Tuesday, September 6:  

Read I Kings 11 

We are investigating the preserving nature of wisdom.  So 
how do you explain what happened with King Solomon? 
Here is the failure: 

As Solomon grew old, his 
wives turned his heart  
after other gods, and his 
heart was not fully devot-
ed to the LORD his God ...  
       I Kings 11:4  

Here is the result of his sin:  

The LORD became angry 
with Solomon because his 
heart had turned away 
from the LORD, the God of 
Israel, who had appeared 
to him twice.   I Kings 11:9 

In fact, the Lord became  
angry enough that he took ten of the 12 tribes of Israel 
away from his kingdom.  So, back to our question, which 
is a very sticky one indeed: Did wisdom fail to preserve 
Solomon?  Or, asked another way, if it couldn’t keep the 
wisest man on earth from failing in this way, what hope is 
there for us? 

Let me start by saying that Solomon’s failure was record-
ed in the Bible, for the millennia to come, precisely to 
keep us from following in his footsteps.  Wisdom didn’t fail 
Solomon; he forsook wisdom.  Let me show you:   

• Solomon started well by humbly asking the Lord for 
wisdom, and the Lord provided wisdom, and much, 
much more. (I Kings 3:10-15)         



Book of Proverbs 
Tuesday, September 6: 

Read I Kings 11 (Continued) 

• But, as time went on, a lot of questionable things  
began to occur in the life of Solomon.  He acquired a 
large number of horses (I Kings 4:26), he built a palace 
for himself grander than the temple he built for God  
(I Kings 6:38-7:1), and he married many foreign wom-
en, many for political reasons (I Kings 3:1, 11:1).   All of 
this was contradictory to the instructions that God had 
already given to the Israelites.   

It was almost as if Solomon was so gifted and so blessed 
by God that he thought God’s guidelines were meant for 
somebody else.  This then is the first way you can forsake 
wisdom—by dispensing it to others and failing to apply it 
to yourself!  



Book of Proverbs 
Wednesday, September 7:  

Read Proverbs 8 

We saw yesterday that Solomon started well, moved into 
the realm of the questionable, and then, in an all too pre-
dictable way, moved into the realm of gross sin!  Do you 
know why this happened?  He ignored the preserving  
influence of wisdom:   

Blessed is the man who finds wisdom, the man who 
gains understanding.       Proverbs 3:13   

Solomon found it, but then he failed to do the following:  

She (wisdom) is a tree of life to those who embrace 
her; those who lay hold of her will be blessed ... My 
son, preserve sound judgment and discernment, do 
not let them out of your sight; they will be life for 
you ... Then you will go on your way in safety, and 
your foot will not stumble ...    Proverbs 3:18, 21-23   

God’s Word is always fulfilled, one way or the other.  
Solomon did not embrace wisdom, did not preserve sound 
judgment, and, in turn, his foot stumbled.  From there he 
led the nation into idolatry and resultant discipline from 
the Lord.   

How important it is for us to embrace wisdom—our spir-
itual lives depend upon it!  Wisdom is not something you 
attain and walk away from.  It is something you attain 
and embrace for as many days as the Lord gives you, for 
skill in living does not go out of style, nor is it automatic.  

That brings me to a second problem area for Solomon.  
There seemed to be no prophetic voice in his life—no 
prophet to confront him like Nathan did David.  Certainly, 
it might have been intimidating to minister to Solomon, 
but is there any sign he sought wise counsel?  



Book of Proverbs 
Wednesday, September 7:  
Read Proverbs 8 (Continued) 

On the other hand, do the words of Proverbs 8 speak to 
you on a daily basis?  

Blessed is the man who listens to Me (wisdom from 
the Word), watching daily at My doors, waiting at 
My doorway.  For whoever finds Me finds life and 
receives favor from the LORD.  But whoever fails to 
find Me harms himself; all who hate Me love death. 
            Proverbs 8:34



Book of Proverbs 
Thursday, September 8:  

Read Ecclesiastes 2 

So we have Solomon caught up in all manner of building 
projects and collection of wealth and all kinds of political 
alliances to establish his power, rather than trusting in the 
Lord.  Consider Ecclesiastes 2:10-11: 

I denied myself nothing my eyes desired; I refused 
my heart no pleasure ... Yet when I surveyed all 
that my hands had done and what I had toiled to 
achieve, everything was meaningless, a chasing  
after the wind.  Nothing was gained under the sun.  

We have the answer to our question: did wisdom fail  
Solomon or was the hubris of man his undoing?  Solomon 
ignored the clear application of wisdom in his own life, 
and he reaped the whirlwind.  His kingdom comes apart, 
peace is shattered, and the consequences are devastating 
for Israel.  We need to pay close attention.  How did the 
wisest man on earth reach the point where he manifested



Book of Proverbs 
Thursday, September 8:  

Read Ecclesiastes 2 (Continued)  

humanism, materialism, and hedonism?  The answer: He 
tasted the transforming power of wisdom, but neglected 
its power to preserve by failing to properly value it, rightly 
guard it, and diligently keep it.  

The same thing 
can happen to 
us.  You see God 
has shown us in 
the clearest way 
possible, using 
Solomon as an 
example, that 
success in this 
life is not found-
ed upon human 
intelligence, but 
upon every Word 
that proceeds 
forth from the 
mouth of God.   

For God:  

... mocks proud mockers but gives grace to the 
humble.  The wise inherit honor, but fools He holds 
up to shame.          Proverbs 3:34-35   

Solomon proved the negative aspect of these verses using 
his own life.  No Christian should ever want that!  Pray 
with me:   

Lord, turn my eyes away from worthless things; 
preserve my life according to Your Word.     
             Psalm 119:37 



Return to Hebrews 
Friday, September 9: 

Read II Timothy 4 

As we return to the Book of Hebrews, I want you to consid-
er God’s role for pastors.  II Timothy 4:2 is one thing God 
has told all pastors to do: 

Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of 
season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great  
patience and careful instruction.   

This verse is a good 
summary of what we 
have been doing in our 
study of Hebrews.  We 
have had some great 
sections of careful in-
struction—such things 
as how the pre-eminent 
Jesus took on humani-
ty so that He could 
taste death for all 
mankind, thereby sat-
isfying the justice of 
the Father. He did this 

to break Satan’s grip to the extent that all who put their 
trust in the Savior can change their eternal destiny from one 
in hell to one in heaven.  

We have also had our share of rebuke, being told in no un-
certain terms: Don’t you dare drift away from so-great a 
salvation, for there is nothing to compare!  No grass is 
greener scenario will ever bring you anything but heartache!  
There is no more poignant example than the Exodus gener-
ation.  Despite being redeemed out of Egypt, they died in 
the wilderness as they turned away from their Redeemer in 
unbelief time after time. 



Return to Hebrews 
Friday, September 9: 

Read II Timothy 4 (Continued) 

We have even had a few doses of correction, the most  
recent of which was in Hebrews Chapter 6.  The Church, 
of which Jesus is the head, needs to mix the promises of 
God with faith that we might enter His rest.  We need to 
press on to maturity, for if we turn away and neglect what 
God is so desirous of providing, we risk setting ourselves 
up for consequences 
that sometimes cannot 
be undone!   

When we pick up where 
we left off in Hebrews 
6, it will be back to 
some encouragement.  
So, why the lengthy  
review?  Because there 
are many who do not 
like it when the pastor 
rebukes or corrects.  
They would prefer a steady diet of encouragement!  That 
is understandable, but that is not God’s calling upon pas-
tors.  Remember, it is not really me who rebukes or cor-
rects (at least it is not supposed to be).  It is the Word of 
God which rebukes and corrects.   

If anything, the past two years have proved the im-
portance of this approach.  After being warned not to 
harden our hearts and exhorted to enter God’s rest, while 
the world has languished, we have flourished because we 
put our faith in an omnipotent, sovereign, and loving God! 
That’s what the ancients were commended for, and that’s 
what we are learning to do from the Book of Hebrews.  
What a timely study for the days in which we live!  



Return to Hebrews 
Monday, September 12: 
Read Hebrews 6:9-20 

We’ll ponder a single verse today: 

But, beloved, we are con-
fident of better things, 
concerning you, yes, 
things that accompany 
salvation, though we 
speak in this manner.   
         Hebrews 6:9 

Of course, this verse is look-
ing back to the first eight 
verses of the chapter which 
we read some time ago.  As 
you recall, it was a very 
stern warning to avoid fall-
ing away into unbelief after 
having tasted the goodness 

of God and sharing in the Holy Spirit.  We never know 
when we are going to lose blessings that cannot be re-
gained, in the same way that, through a moment of unbe-
lief, Moses failed to enter the Promised Land. 

Once again, in Verse 9, we see it is very clear who the  
audience is, for they are called brothers and the subject is 
the things that accompany salvation.  These are saved in-
dividuals.  Let’s ask a simple question: Why is the writer of 
Hebrews confident of better things for his audience?  In 
context, this can only mean he has confidence they will 
heed his warning and not fall away into unbelief.  Let me 
suggest that we should always have implicit faith in the 
plan of God and its ability to transform lives.  As a pastor, 
I have seen a number turn away from the Lord and reap  



Return to Hebrews 
Monday, September 12: 

Read Hebrews 6:9-20 (Continued) 

the consequences for doing so, but I have seen far more 
turn to Him and get excited about finishing well in the 
Christian Life. 

Given the breadth and depth of what God has provided  
for us in time, we should be excited to share the Gospel 
simply to bring other people into the same vital relation-
ship with God that we have.  Let me walk you through 
some of the blessings that God has provided right now, 
while we live out the days He has given us: 

1. We have, on reserve, every spiritual blessing in Christ:   

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms 
with every spiritual blessing in Christ.   Ephesians 1:3   

We will need to grow spiritually in order to appropriate 
these blessings, but they are all there waiting for us.  

2. He has given us everything we need to live godly lives:  

His divine power has given us everything we need 
for life and godliness through our knowledge of Him 
who called us by His own glory and goodness.  
Through these, He has given us His very great and 
precious promises, so that through them you may 
participate in the divine nature and escape the cor-
ruption in the world caused by evil desires.  
              II Peter 1:3-4 

We can manifest the very nature of God as part of our  
witness to the lost and actually live life at a level that is far 
above the corruption that characterizes this world, all by 
appropriating the promises in His Word.  We’ll pick up 
from here tomorrow.   



Return to Hebrews 
Tuesday, September 13: 

Read Colossians 3 

Put to death, therefore whatever belongs to your 
earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, 
lust ... since you have taken off your old self with 
its practices, and have put on the new self, which 
is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its 
Creator.              Colossians 3:5-10  



Return to Hebrews 
Tuesday, September 13: 

Read Colossians 3 (Continued) 

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer 
live (this is the taking off of the old), but Christ lives 
in me (this is the new we are to put on).  



Return to Hebrews 
Wednesday, September 14: 

Read Romans 9 

For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor 
of love which you have shown toward His name,  
in that you have ministered to the saints, and do 
minister.           Hebrews 6:10 



Return to Hebrews 
Wednesday, September 14: 
Read Romans 9 (Continued) 

Do works play a part in saving an individual from an 
eternity in hell to one in heaven—the first compo-
nent of our salvation?  Upon the authority of God’s 
Word, we can answer quite decisively.  They do not! 

What then shall we say? ... the Gentiles, who  
did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a 
righteousness that is by faith; but Israel, who  
pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained 
it.  Why not?  Because they pursued it not by faith 
but as if it were by works.    Romans 9:30-32 



Return to Hebrews 
Thursday, September 15: 

Read Ephesians 2 

Picking up where we left off yesterday: 

3. When we think of doing good works, any number of 
things might come to mind, but let me suggest that 
they are probably not the most important thing—the 
glory of God!  You see God does all of the work of  
saving us from an eternity in hell to one in heaven and, 
as we have already learned, the Scriptures are very 
clear that our salvation is:  

... the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can 
boast.                  Ephesians 2:8-9   

So all the credit (glory) is His when a lost person is 
saved for eternity.  But how about once we are saved? 

... we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ  
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in  
advance for us to do.               Ephesians 2:10 



Return to Hebrews 
Thursday, September 15: 

Read Ephesians 2 (Continued) 

This verse clearly speaks of the works of the saved, 
but who has selected those works and has done so 
ahead of time?  Why, this verse tells us that this too is 
the work of God!  So, as I hinted above, when it comes 
to good works, the one thing a Christian should really 
be thinking about, is “What good works does God have 
in mind for me to do?”  If He wants them done, then 
He will guide and enable us to do them. 

So back to the issue of God’s glory.  If God has select-
ed the works and enables us to do them, who actually 
should get the credit?  Why, of course, God should!    

4. Let’s conclude by looking more closely at the words for 
works used in Hebrews 6:10.  First we have work— 
that to which you apply yourself.  Get churchy things 
out of your mind and instead consider: 

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as 
working for the LORD, not for men ... It is the LORD 
Christ you are serving.         Colossians 3:23-24   

Labor doesn’t focus upon the deed but instead the 
pouring out of our energies.  Finally, ministries simply 
carries the idea of service.  So here is what we have—
whatever we do, into whatever we pour our energies, 
and in whatever way we serve, it should be to the glo-
ry of God.  That happens when the emphasis isn’t on 
what we have done, but on what doors for ministry He 
has opened and how He has gifted and enabled.  All 
this is done while we trust Him to accomplish all that 
He desires through one who has learned to be depend-
ent upon an omnipotent, sovereign, and loving God!  



Return to Hebrews 
Friday, September 16:  
Read I Corinthians 1 

It is because of Him that you are in Christ Jesus, 
who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, 
our righteousness, holiness and redemption.  
Therefore, as it is written:  “Let him who boasts 
boast in the LORD.”          I Corinthians 1:30-31 



Return to Hebrews 
Friday, September 16:  
Read I Corinthians 1 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms 
with every spiritual blessing in Christ.   
                 Ephesians 1:3  

He who did not spare His own Son, but gave Him 
up for us all—how will He not also, along with Him, 
graciously give us all things?          Romans 8:32 



Return to Hebrews 
Monday, September 19: 

Read Ephesians 1 

… that you may know the hope to which He has 
called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in 
the saints, and His incomparably great power for 
us who believe.          Ephesians 1:18-19 

Therefore, my dear friends ... continue to work out 
your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is 
God who works in you to will and to act according 
to His good purpose.          Philippians 2:12-13  



Return to Hebrews 
Monday, September 19: 

Read Ephesians 1 (Continued) 

“If a man abides in Me and I in him, he will bear 
much fruit; apart from Me you can do nothing.”   
                John 15:5    



Return to Hebrews 
Tuesday, September 20: 
Read Hebrews 6:13-20 

We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm 
and secure ... 



Return to Hebrews 
Tuesday, September 20: 

Read Hebrews 6:13-20 (Continued) 



Return to Hebrews 
Wednesday, September 21: 

Read Genesis 22 

After starting with Hebrews 6:19 yesterday, we are going 
back to Verses 13-15 to consider the example of Abraham.  
Here is a quote from today’s reading:   

“By Myself I have sworn, says the LORD, because 
you have done this thing, and have not withheld 
your son, your only son—blessing I will bless you, 
and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as 
the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on 
the seashore; and your descendants shall possess 
the gates of their enemies.  In your seed all the na-
tions of the earth shall be blessed, because you 
have obeyed My voice.”      Genesis 22:16-18 



Return to Hebrews 
Wednesday, September 21: 
Read Genesis 22 (Continued) 

Allow me to summarize: 

1. Abraham has shown his willingness to sacrifice his son 
in obedience to God’s command.  Hebrews 11 tells us 
that it was an act of faith in simply believing God would 
raise his son from the dead.   

2. As a result, God dramatically reinforces a series of 
promises which we refer to as the Abrahamic Covenant. 

3. This Covenant includes a promise of posterity, land, 
and blessing.  In fact, the coming of Jesus Christ is a 
part of this great promise. 

4. Abraham should never again have had a moment’s 
doubt about God’s intent to fulfill His promise because 
Abraham had two things: A direct Word from God and 
God’s oath on the matter.   

This brings us to application in this time of the Church: Us-
ing the Abrahamic Covenant as a point of reference, God’s 
message is we who have taken hold of the hope offered to 
us may be greatly encouraged.  (Hebrews 6:18)   

How did we take hold of the hope offered to us?  We 
placed our faith in the divine Son of God who went to the 
cross in our place in order to satisfy the just demands of a 
holy God, so that we could be reconciled to Him and have 
His life, which is eternal life.   

Who can have this hope?  Every member of the human 
race who will choose to take hold, by faith, of the hope 
that God has set before us.  What an encouragement to 
know that our eternal destiny is a settled matter because it 
is anchored in Christ and not in us.  That’s a confidence 
that cannot be shaken and is immovable.  



Return to Hebrews 
Thursday, September 22: 

Read Hebrews 2 

This hope we have … enters the Presence behind 
the veil, where the forerunner has entered for us, 
even Jesus, having become a High Priest forever …   
            Hebrews 6:19-20 



Return to Hebrews 
Thursday, September 22: 
Read Hebrews 2 (Continued) 

... the bright-
ness of the  
Father’s glory 
and the express 
image of His 
person.  
 Hebrews 1:3    



 Return to Hebrews 
Friday, September 23: Read Titus 3 

… But hope that is 
seen is no hope at all.  
Who hopes for what 
he already has?  But 
if we hope for what 
we do not yet have,  
we wait for it  
patiently.   
       Romans 8:24-25 

For everything that was written in the past was 
written to teach us, so that through endurance 
and the encouragement of the Scriptures we 
might have hope.            Romans 15:4 



Return to Hebrews 
Friday, September 23: Read Titus 3 

(Continued) 

… we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we 
know suffering produces perseverance; persever-
ance, character; and character, hope.  And hope 
does not disappoint us, because God has poured 
out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, 
whom He has given us.          Romans 5:3-5   

... while we wait for the blessed Hope—the glorious 
appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ ...             Titus 2:13   

... that having been justified by His grace we 
should become heirs according to the hope of 
eternal life.               Titus 3:7 

... Christ in you, the hope of glory.  
                       Colossians 1:27 



Return to Hebrews 
Monday, September 26: 

Read Romans 12 

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in 
prayer.           

... the faith and love that spring from the hope 
that is stored up for you in heaven and that you 
have already heard about in the word of truth, 
the Gospel that has come to you.         
                    

Brothers, we do not want you to ... grieve like the 
rest of men, who have no hope.   
           



Return to Hebrews 
Monday, September 26: 

Read Romans 12 (Continued) 



Returning to John 
Tuesday, September 27: 

Read John 4:1-30 

This is the second of the great narratives in the Gospel of 
John, and the settings couldn’t be more different.  In 
John, Chapter 3, Jesus is in the royal city of Jerusalem 
talking with a Jewish VIP, Nicodemus.  Here in John 4, He 
is in the hated land of Samaria talking with a woman of 
questionable reputation.  Yet, look how Jesus uses circum-
stances to discuss the exact same issue—eternal life.   

“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty 
again, but whoever drinks the water I give him will 
never thirst.  Indeed, the water I give him will  
become in him a spring of water welling up to  
eternal life.”            John 4:13



Returning to John 
Tuesday, September 27: 

Read John 4:1-30 (Continued) 

We could spend days on these two verses, but here are a 
few things to consider:   

• Jesus cared about lost people. That is why He spent 
time with a Jewish member of the Sanhedrin and an 
often-divorced Samaritan woman.  This is also why He 
had fishermen 
and a tax collec-
tor for disciples.  

• When Jesus said 
He came not to 
condemn the 
world, but that 
the world might 
be saved through 
Him (John 3:17), 

He meant exactly 
that.  We will see this over and over again in John’s 
Gospel—“whoever drinks the water I give.”  Does that 
sound like Jesus is offering salvation to an elect few or 
to whomever will respond?   

• To drink is a synonym for to believe.  It is a helpful 
synonym because it teaches us that faith is part of the 
normal capability of every human being.  Who can 
drink?  Everyone!  Who can believe?  Everyone!       

The best thing about this narrative is that we find, in the 
latter half of the chapter, that both the woman and many 
of those to whom she bore witness did, in fact, place their 
faith in Jesus.  They did partake of the water of eternal 
life offered by Jesus and Him alone.   



Returning to John 
Wednesday, September 28: 

Read John 4:31-54 

I find Verses 32 and 34 to be very compelling with respect 
to the Christian Life.  How many of us exist on a level of 
thinking where we can say the following?  

“I have food to eat that you know nothing about.”   

Jesus goes on to explain what is actually sustaining Him: 

“My food … is to do the will of Him who sent Me  
and to finish His work.”   

Do you see what I mean about compelling?  What sus-
tained Jesus was doing the will of the Father.  Oh, that it 
would be the same for us, that obedience to God’s call in 
our lives, whatever it might be, would be that which sus-
tains us.  Oh, that we could find that form of spiritual 
nourishment that is far more satisfying than the physical.   

For the next few verses, beginning in Verse 35, Jesus 
gives us some insight into at least part of God’s will for 
us.  He says to His disciples:  “Do you not say ...”  In oth-
er words, He has switched from talking about what drives 
Him to guiding their thinking. 



Returning to John 
Wednesday, September 28: 
Read John 4:31-54 (Continued) 

“Do you not say, ‘There are still four months 
and then comes the harvest?’ Behold, I say to you, 
lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are 
already white for harvest!  And he who reaps  
receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, 
that both he who sows and he who reaps may  
rejoice together.  For in this the saying is true: ‘One 
sows and another reaps.’  I sent you to reap that 
for which you have not labored; others have la-
bored, and you have entered into their labors.”  

              John 4:35-37 

Here is a summary discussion of these verses:   

1. “Do you not say, ‘Four months more . . .’”  This is an 
idiom which means don’t kick back and procrastinate. 

2. Jesus provides an alternative: Open your eyes to the 
lostness of people around you.  They desperately need 
the Gospel! 

3. There is a division of labor in sharing the Gospel.  
There are those who sow and those who reap.  They 
who sow are those who communicate the Gospel with-
out a response.  They do so by word, by deed, and by 
the life lived.  Then there are those who reap.  These 
are those who happen to be there to add the final 
words of truth that prompt a faith response.   

An example of reaping can be found as a continuation of 
yesterday’s narrative of the Samaritan woman: 

Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in 
Him because of the woman’s testimony ...  John 4:39  

What a blessing it must have been for this woman of a 
shady background to both sow and reap a harvest unto 
eternal life.  How can we do less?  



Returning to John 
Thursday, September 29: 
Read John 10 (John 4:46-54) 

John 4:54 ends the chapter with: 

This was the second miraculous sign that Jesus  
performed ... 

What was the miracle?  Jesus healed the sick son of a royal 
official.  Two things make this noteworthy.  First is the way 
He did it.  The royal official traveled to Jesus to beg for his 
son’s life.  After a short dialogue, Jesus told the official he 
could return to his son for he was healed.  As the official 
was careful to document, the son was healed at the exact 
time Jesus pronounced him healed.  

With these first two miracles we see that Jesus has power 
over the very substance of matter, for He turned water into 
wine which means He changed the very atoms of one mix-
ture into those of another.  In the second, we see that He 
has power over both illness and distance.  He healed the 
son across a great distance, without ever having seen him.  
Who has this kind of power?  God does!  These miracles au-
thenticate the deity of Jesus Christ.   

The second thing to note is the royal official’s response to 
the revelation of Jesus’ deity: So he (the royal official) and 
all his household believed.  This is exactly the purpose of 
miracles as we learned in John 20:31, and also why I had 
you read John 10:37-38:  

“Do not believe Me unless I do what My Father does.  
But if I do it, even though you do not believe Me,  
believe the miracles, that you may know and under-
stand that the Father is in Me, and I in the Father.”  

Jesus isn’t looking for anything from the official other than 
faith—no works, no changing his ways.  The only thing He 
chastises him for is lack of faith.  Over and over in the Gos-
pel of John, when Jesus interacts with people, He is calling 
them to faith in Himself!  Everything else is meant to follow.  



Returning to John 
Friday, September 30: 

Read John 5:1-15 

For the next several days, I want us to consider two mira-
cles of healing, one in Chapter 5 and one in Chapter 9.  In 
Chapter 5, we are introduced to a man who had been an 
invalid for 38 years.  He was hoping to get into a pool which 
was reputed to have miraculous therapeutic powers when-
ever the water was stirred—presumably by God.  Jesus 
simply tells him to: 

“Get up!  Pick up your mat and walk.”        John 5:8 

Praise God, the man does.  At this point the narrative takes 
a decidedly strange twist.  Rather than rejoicing that the 
man had been healed, the Jews (probably religious types) 
started to criticize the man for carrying the mat on which he 
had been lying because it was the Sabbath.  The man 
blames Jesus who, by now, has left the scene.   

Then two things happen for which we are going to want an 
explanation.  First, Jesus finds the man and tells him,  

“See, you are well again.  Stop sinning or something 
worse may happen to you.”            John 5:14 

What do you think Jesus means by this?  Was the man an 
invalid because of his sins?   

The second strange thing that occurs is that the man runs 
off to point out Jesus to the Jews who are angered over a 
Sabbath violation.  If you were healed after 38 years of a 
physical affliction, would you respond by tattling on the per-
son who healed you?   

One last question for you: Although physically healed, is 
there any reason to believe that this man has been spiritual-
ly healed?  By that I mean, was the man saved?   Before we 
answer these questions, we are going to look at a second 
miracle, the one described in John Chapter 9 on Monday.   
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