
July 2022 
Daily Devotional 

Vistoso Community Church 

Show me your ways, O Lord, 

teach me your paths; 

guide me in Your truth and 

teach me, for You are God 

my Savior, and my hope is 

in You all the day long.   

Psalm 25:4-5 

Show me your ways, O Lord, 

teach me your paths; 

guide me in Your truth and 

teach me, for You are God  

my Savior, and my hope is 

in You all the day long.   



Foreword 
We’ll begin this month in Hebrews and end in Proverbs.  
Then in the middle of the month, we’ll begin our readings 
in the Gospel of John.  John’s 
Gospel is a favorite because it 
is so evangelistic in nature.  I 
can remember reading it a 
number of times as a lost indi-
vidual as I wrestled with put-
ting my faith in Christ, and 
then many more times after 
believing unto eternal life.   

Here is what John is trying to 
accomplish by describing the 
miracles of Jesus, and of 
course some great dialogue 
and narrative as well:  

... these are written that you may believe that  
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by  
believing you may have life in His name.             
                 John 20:31  

In His grace,  

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 

 



Book of Hebrews 
Friday, July 1: Read Genesis 14  

The priesthood of Jesus is an essential aspect of His repre-
senting mankind, but as part of the kingly tribe of Judah He 
cannot be a priest in the line of Aaron.  Instead, His priest-
hood is traced to Melchizedek.  Who is this Melchizedek?   

Today’s reading introduces you to him, and here is some 
additional information:   

1. Melchizedek was a priest of the Most High God and the 
King of Salem during the time of Abraham. 

2. Hard as it might be to grasp, Melchizedek was greater 
than Abraham, for the greater blesses the lesser.  In this 
case, the lesser paid a tithe. (Genesis 14:18-20) 

3. Melchizedek steps onto the scene during the time of 
Abraham, without beginning or end in the Scriptural 
storyline. 

Continued on the next page. 

 



Book of Hebrews 
Friday, July 1: Read Genesis 14  

(Continued) 

4. Melchizedek is presented as king of righteousness and 
king of peace.  Perhaps you can see what this is building 
to.  Melchizedek is a type of the priest/king to come, and 
that would be the Lord Jesus Christ!  Let me give you a 
helpful definition of the term type. 

 A type is a shadow cast on the pages of Old Testa-
ment history by a truth whose full embodiment or an-
titype is found in the New Testament revelation.  
             Bromall   

The Old Testament is full of types.  For example, the Passo-
ver Lamb was also a type of Christ, and the Most Holy Place 
in the Tabernacle was a type of heaven.  The most important 
thing is that we do not lose sight of Jesus as our High Priest.  
Because He has an eternal priesthood, He was able to rep-
resent mankind to God and offer a sacrifice on our behalf.  
Our perfect High Priest had no need to offer anything for 
Himself, and the sacrifice He offered for our sin was Him-
self—through His death on the cross.  By His wounds, we 
have been healed of the spiritual condition that had separat-
ed us from our Creator!  What a Savior/High Priest we have! 



For the Fourth of July 
Monday, July 4: Read Psalm 11 

I trust Psalm 11 will be an encouragement this Fourth of 
July.  David starts out with a declaration of his steadfast 
heart:  

In the LORD I take refuge.           Psalm 11:1 

His advisors do not have their eyes on the Lord but rather 
on what is going on in the surrounding world.  So their  
advice in today’s reading is:   

Flee like a bird!  Why?  The wicked are bending their 
bows, and they are readying to shoot from the shadows.  
The foundations are being destroyed and there is nothing 
the righteous can do!!!    

I am sure this is exactly what many of us feel like when 
we look at what is going on in our nation.  Things are out 
of control and there is nothing we can do either!  But wait, 
let’s see what David has to say about this in Verse 4: 

The LORD is in His holy temple; the LORD is on His 
heavenly throne. 

Continued on the next page. 



For the Fourth of July 
Monday, July 4: Read Psalm 11 

(Continued) 

Do you think anything going on in this world has detract-
ed the least bit from either the holiness of God (temple), 
or the sovereignty of God (throne)?  Of course not!  Noth-
ing that is happening in our nation has in the least caught 
our God by surprise, and nothing that is happening is out-
side of His sovereignty.  Furthermore, despite the increase 
of evil that is very evident, the Gospel still has the power 
to save and we are still called as heavenly ambassadors to 
represent our Lord to this increasingly alien and desper-
ately needy world.  Best of all: 

The Lord is righteous … upright men will see His 
face.                 Psalm 11:7 

Of course, since we have the very righteousness of Christ, 
we will see His face in eternity.   

Our hope though should be to know Him in this life so 
that we might see His face now in terms of living an abun-
dant spiritual life.  It doesn’t matter if the foundations are 
seemingly crashing down—our God and His promises 
stand firm.   



Book of Hebrews 
Tuesday, July 5: Read John 17 

Before we move on in the Book of Hebrews, I want to 
have you ponder Hebrews 5:8-10.   

Although He was a Son, He learned obedience  
from what He suffered and, once made perfect, He 
became the source of eternal salvation for all who 
obey Him and was designated by God to be High 
Priest in the order of Melchizedek.    

Jesus as a High Priest in the order of Melchizedek is some-
thing we have already covered, but how did Jesus learn 
obedience, and how could He be made perfect?  Let me 
break it down.  First, rather than learning something He 
didn’t know—Jesus learned in the sense of undergoing 
and displaying His obedience to the will of the Father.  

“... I have finished the work which You have given 
Me to do.  And now, O Father, glorify Me together 
with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You  
before the world was.”             John 17:4-5  

Second, how was the perfect Son of God made perfect?  
The word translated perfect has the connotation of bring-
ing something to completion.  Jesus, as our High Priest, 
accomplished everything necessary to pay the wages of 
our sin thus opening the way for us into the Father’s 
heaven and reconciliation with Him. That is why He is said 
to be the author and perfector of our faith. (Hebrews 12:2)   

Third, how do we obey Jesus that we might have this 
eternal salvation?  We respond to the will of the Father 
clearly laid out for us when it comes to our High Priest:   

“For My Father’s will is that everyone who looks to 
the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal life, 
and I will raise him up at the last day.”    John 6:40   

Notice how our great High Priest has offered the perfect 
sacrifice—ours is but to believe in Him! 



Book of Hebrews 
Wednesday, July 6: 

Read Hebrews 5:11-14  

The writer of Hebrews has just begun a fascinating de-
scription of Jesus as our High Priest, and it is going to 
lead to some fantastic truths in Hebrews 9 and 10—truths  
directly related to the opening of heaven itself.  This is 
very important doctrine!  However, right in the middle of 
his development our writer of Scripture comes to a 
screeching halt with a very arresting statement: 

We have much to say about this, but it is hard to  
explain because you are slow to learn.   Hebrews 5:11 

A study of the Greek words reveals that he isn’t getting 
the truth across because his audience has become  
apathetic to the message.  Remember, he is writing to 
Hebrew Christians who have become wobbly in the faith.  
The persecution coming their way as Christians and their 
preoccupation with the world has simply caused them to 
tune out the truth.  I am certain that if we watch too 
much of the news, the same thing can happen to us!   

Here is a Point of Application:   

It is quite possible for the trials of this life (health, 
heartache, and happenstance) to cause us to  
become dull of hearing when it comes to spiritual 
things and to reach the point when these trials occu-
py our thinking rather than the things above.  At this 
point, truth goes in one ear and out the other.  This 
is a precarious position that needs to be addressed  
immediately!  There isn’t anything wrong with the 
message when we are in such a state, but there is 
something wrong with the one receiving it!   

Let me alert you right now that the next few verses we 
are going to study are going to be hard on us, but it is a 
message that we really need to hear! 



Book of Hebrews 
Thursday, July 7: Read Colossians 2 

Let’s continue right on from where we left off yesterday: 

In fact, though by this time you ought to be teach-
ers, you need someone to teach you the elementary 
truths of God’s word all over again.  You need milk, 
not solid food!        Hebrews 5:12-13   

Once again, let’s reinforce the audience being addressed:  
Do you tell the lost they should be teachers?  Of course 
not!  Rather, this is a message for believers who have 
failed to mature.  By the way, it is not that everyone is 
going to be a teacher, but after decades as a Christian, all 
of us should be able to encourage others in the basic 
truths of our so-great salvation.  So what is the text telling 
us?  This group of Christians has not progressed like they 
should have.  They responded to the Gospel and got 
saved, but they didn’t grow in the basics, and now, years 
later, they are still struggling with things like justification, 
eternal security, and assurance.   

Continued on the next page. 



Book of Hebrews 
Thursday, July 7: Read Colossians 2

(Continued) 

Let me give you a Point of Application:   

Here is God’s pattern: The milk of salvation truth is 
to be followed by the meat of doctrine necessary for 
spiritual growth unto maturity.  Without growth the 
new believer is going to have limited discernment, 
limited skill in living the Christian Life, and an amal-
gamated worldview.  This is going to lead to doubts 
and an up and down spiritual life at best—or a turn-
ing away at worst.  This is exactly what was happen-
ing to these Hebrew Christians, and I think it is what 
is happening to the Church in America.  Now, what 
should they be doing?  Today’s reading tells us: 

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, 
continue to live in Him, rooted and built up in Him, 
strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and 
overflowing with thankfulness.    Colossians 2:6-7 

How did we receive Christ Jesus?  By faith!  How are we 
to continue every day until we are standing in His pres-
ence?  By faith—with thankfulness!  Pretty simple, isn’t it! 



Book of Hebrews 
Friday, July 8: Read Revelation 2 

Yesterday I alluded to the fact that I think the Church in 
America has grown apathetic toward the Word of God and 
instead is engrossed in the things of this world.  Today I 
want to specifically ask and answer the following: What’s 
wrong with the church in America?   

Now perhaps you are thinking, “Who says there is any-
thing wrong and, what makes you an authority?”  If you 
think the church in America is pleasing God right now, just 
ignore the next few days.  On the other hand, if you are 
burdened by its turning from the orthodox truths of the 
faith and embracing the sins of our culture, you may find 
this helpful.   

As for the issue of authority: I am by no means an author-
ity on ecclesiology (the study of the church), but God 
most certainly is, and I will try to use Scripture to show 
you what He might have to say.  So again I ask: What’s 
wrong with the church in America?  I want to lay this dis-
cussion out for you without looking down our nose at any-
one else or thinking we somehow have it all figured out.  
In reality, I am not addressing this to anyone but our-
selves—our church fellowship and our sphere of influence.   
Here’s the background: 

• Born-again Christians, and by that I mean those who 
have placed their faith in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ, are going to find themselves trying to live the 
Christian Life right in the middle of the tension be-
tween two antithetical forces.  On the one hand, every 
new believer has been:  

... born again, not  of corruptible seed but incor-
ruptible, through the Word of God …    I Peter 1:23  

Continued on the next page. 



Book of Hebrews 
Friday, July 8: Read Revelation 2 

(Continued) 

On the other hand, their fallen nature remains, and the 
testimony of every Christian should be:  

I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my 
sinful nature ...        Romans 7:18 

• My summary of the challenge is as follows: as Chris-
tians, we are new creations in Christ living in a dead 
man’s body!  To make matters worse, we know: 

... that the whole world is under the control of the 
evil one.                 I John 5:19 

And, the evil one knows exactly how to stimulate the 
sin nature within.     

• Perhaps you are thinking, “What does this have to do 
with the Church in America?” The short answer is that 
we have capitulated to the flesh within and the lures of 
the world without.  We have imitated the failure found 
in the Book of Hebrews in that we have hardened our 
hearts to the Word of God and been hardened by sin’s 
deceitfulness.   

Further, we have welcomed the sins of the culture into 
our churches, in many 
cases with open arms.  
If the Lord spoke di-
rectly to us, I suspect 
His message would 
include: 

“Yet I hold this 
against you: You have 
forsaken your first 
Love.”      
      Revelation 2:4 



Book of Hebrews 
Monday, July 11: 

Read Ephesians 4:1-5 

Picking up where we left off on Friday, let me continue by 
slightly modifying our question:  

Where has the church in America gone wrong?     

• Any church goes astray when it loses sight of its pri-
mary external calling—reaching the lost for Christ.   
Too often programs and internal activities take the 
place of our external witness. 

• Churches can go astray by compromising the clarity,  
simplicity, and gracious nature of the Gospel.  We do 
that any time we add works, clutter the Gospel with 
religious practice, or try to remove the offense of a 
Savior who died for sinners!  The Gospel is faith alone 
in Christ alone! 

• A church also goes wrong when it loses sight of its  
internal calling, which is to promote spiritual growth 
among those who are saved.  Look at the outcome 
that is meant to occur from the teaching of God’s 
Word:  

... to prepare God’s people for works of service, so 
that the body of Christ may be built up until we all 
reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the 
Son of God and become mature ... Then we will no 

longer be infants, tossed back and forth …. blown 
here and there by every wind of teaching and by 
the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful 
scheming.  Instead, speaking the truth in love, we 
will in all things grow up into Him who is the Head, 
that is, Christ.            Ephesians 4:11-15  

  

           Continued on the next page.  



Book of Hebrews 
Monday, July 11: 

Read Ephesians 4:1-5 (Continued) 

• Let me suggest that the role of the pastor in the church 
has far too often ceased to be that of edifying and ma-
turing the saints through the clear and in-depth teach-
ing of God’s Word, which requires hard work on the part 
of both the communicator and the listener.  Instead, the 
role has morphed into entertainment that is pleasing to 
the ear and has never brought 
anyone under spiritual convic-
tion!  It is no wonder that Hosea 
said:   

My people are destroyed from 
lack of knowledge ... a people 
without understanding will 
come to ruin!      Hosea 4:6,14   

Let me suggest that the above 
has first happened in our churches and is now overflow-
ing into our nation! 

• One final, closely-related failure is that we have failed to 
drive out the inhabitants of the Land.  This is the failure 
of the Book of Judges.  Instead of being continually on 
guard, in order to keep worldliness outside the doors of 
the church, we have welcomed its practices and meth-
ods into our midst.  You can find inside churches today 
everything from the world’s methods of marketing right 
up to and including the sins of the culture.   

Thus I would suggest that, in many places, we have exactly 
what the Book of Hebrews describes:   

... you need someone to teach you the elemen-
tary truths of God’s Word all over again.  You 
need milk, not solid food!     Hebrews 5:12-13   



Book of Hebrews 
Tuesday, July 12: Read Philippians 3 

After the potentially discouraging content of the last few 
days, it would be very reasonable to ask, “What can we 
do?”  Let me suggest several things: 

• The first thing we can do is to make sure we realize 
the choice we are making!  We are either going to 
grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and  
Savior Jesus Christ (II Peter 3:18); or we are going to 
be carried away by the error 
of the lawless and fall from 
[our] secure position (II Peter  

3:17).  The predicament in 
which the church in America 
finds itself is that far too 
many Christians have decided 
that growing in grace and 
knowledge is far too much 
work, requires perseverance, 
or keeps us from enjoying the 
enticements of the world’s 
most affluent nation. 

• We can avoid putting such a 
premium on growth.  Instead, the focus should be on 
changed lives, because the Word of God makes wise 
the simple (Psalm 19:7); transforms the Christian 
through the renewal of their mind (Romans 12:2), and 
allows them to:  

... become blameless and pure ... in a crooked and 
depraved generation, in which you shine like stars  
as you hold out the Word of life ...  
              Philippians 2:15-16    

Continued on the next page.  



Book of Hebrews 
Tuesday, July 12: Read Philippians 3 

(Continued) 

So I ask you, is the church showing divine wisdom, 
transformed lives, and are we reaching our depraved 
generation by being pure lights for Christ?  If not, per-
haps it simply indicates a failure to grow into an ever- 
deepening relationship with our Savior. 

• Perhaps you are thinking, “Oh boy, that describes me!  
It is probably too late for me to grow in grace and 
knowledge!”  On the contrary:   

Brothers, I do not yet con-
sider myself to have taken 
hold of it.  But one thing I 
do: Forgetting what is  
behind and straining to-
ward what is ahead, I 
press on toward the goal 
to win the prize for which 
God has called me heav-
enward in Christ Jesus. 
    Philippians 3:13-14   

Do you see an age limit any-
where in these verses?  Of 

course not.  So we can always confess our failure to the 
Lord, forget what is behind, and press on toward the up-
ward call to grow in Christ!  This is in part what drives 
me.  It is the essence of the hungry-hearted believer: to 
preach the Word in season and out, that those who 
choose to respond to the upward call of God in Christ  
Jesus can do so right on until the Lord returns or we go 
home to be with Him in glory!    

And all God’s people said, “Amen!” 



The Gospel of John 
Wednesday, July 13: 
Read Ecclesiastes 4 

By now you have come to realize my somewhat contrary 
nature, for today we start a new study in the Gospel of John 
by reading the fourth chapter of Ecclesiastes.  Consider  
Ecclesiastes 4:12:  

Though one may be overpowered, two can defend 
themselves.  A cord of three strands is not quickly  
broken. 

This passage, in context, is dispensing wisdom regarding 
the topic of personal defense.  However, 
in order to get the point across, it quickly 
draws upon an observation we have all 
seen in practice, specifically regarding 
the strength found in a multi-strand rope.  
We are all familiar with the twisting of 
yarns to form strands and the weaving of 
strands to form rope.  Although the indi-
vidual yarns may be easily broken, the 
finished rope is very strong!  From this simple principle, we 
get everything from wire cables strong enough to support 
massive suspension bridges to towing hawsers strong 
enough to tow huge tankers.  

So what does this have to do with the Gospel of John?  In 
the same way that a cord of many strands can provide 
great strength, John is going to skillfully weave together a 
number of strands within his Gospel account.  The person 
of Jesus, His work as Savior, and the needs of lost mankind 
are presented with such clarity that you would think God 
Himself is behind the message!  And, of course, He is!   

And so now we have the title of our study: The Gospel of 
John: A Cord of Many Strands. 



The Gospel of John 
Thursday, July 14: Read John 20 

John Chapter 20 not only reveals to us one of the things 
we can expect to find described throughout John’s Gospel 
(miracles), it also reveals to us several of the strands.  

Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the pres-
ence of His disciples, which are not recorded in this 
book.  But these are written that you may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in His name.     
             John 20:30-31 

The first thing that we notice is that John was selective in 
recording just a few (seven) of the many miracles per-
formed by Jesus.  The purpose in recording these select 
miracles was so that his audience—the readers of his gos-
pel—would believe that Jesus is both the divine Son of 
God and the Savior sent by God.  Furthermore, life, eter-
nal life as we shall see, is the blessing given to those who 
will believe.  There you have it—two of the strands around 
which John’s Gospel is constructed:  

• Jesus is both God and Savior.   

• Belief in this Jesus changes everything!    

Now clearly John 20:31 is saying that Jesus is the Divine 
Son of God but what I want you to know, before we even 
turn to Chapter 1, is that John is going to emphasize this 
truth over and over again throughout his Gospel.  In the 
same way, the concept of faith in Christ is another of the 
strands around which the entire Gospel is constructed. 

By the way, it is not faith in a purely human Jesus, who 
couldn’t really perform miracles and who was a good 
teacher but a confused man—or any of the erroneous  
constructs of our day.  It is faith in this Jesus, the one  
revealed in the Gospel of John, the One who is the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life!   



The Gospel of John 
Friday, July 15: Read John 1:1-18 

If we are right about the strands, wouldn’t you expect to 
see them introduced in Chapter 1?  Take a look at Verses 
1-3, 14, and 16-18.  In these seven verses, you have a 
flow of ideas that constitute one of the most succinct and 
content-rich statements of truth in all of Scripture.  Let me 
begin to walk you through it.   

• In the beginning ... You now have the attention of 
every Jewish person in the audience, for this is the  
exact same way their Scriptures begin in Genesis 1:1. 

• ... was the Word ...  You now have the attention of 
Jew and Gentile alike—especially those who had been 
exposed to Greek philosophy because to the Jew, the 
word was an expression of who God was.   

By the Word of the LORD were the heavens made, 
their starry host by the breath of His mouth.   
             Psalm 33:6 

To the Greek, the word, or logos, was the impersonal 
essence of the 
universe.  In other 
words, the order 
and structure so 
evident in the 
universe caused 
them to believe that 
something was 
behind the material.  
Now follow carefully 
what John is saying: 
go back to the 
beginning of all things and you will find both the Word 
and God, face-to-face with each other, and that 
means co-equal.        

Continued on the next page. 



The Gospel of John 
Friday, July 15: Read John 1:1-18 

(Continued) 

• Through Him all things were made ...  The pronoun 
Him is a reference to the Word, so it is the logos who 
created all things.  John has made the clearest possible 
statement about who Jesus is—coequal and coeternal 
with God (the Father) and the Creator of all things.   

Notice how, right from the beginning of the book, John is 
developing the first strand in his powerful argument meant 
to draw unbelievers to the Father and strengthen the faith 
of believers!   

Jesus is God and, as we will see later in this chapter, 
clearly declared to be Savior! 



The Gospel of John 
Monday, July 18: Read I Timothy 6 

So far we have a hint of two of the strands about which the 
Gospel of John is built: Jesus is God and Savior and Belief in 
this Jesus changes everything!  Let me introduce you to a 
third strand.  Our reading in I Timothy 6 tells us:  

... God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings 
and Lord of lords, who alone is immortal and who 
lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen 
or can see ...              I Timothy 6:15 

In our previous reading of John 1:18 we should recall:   

No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, 
who is at the Father’s side, has made Him known.  

If we put these together, we have a very important truth.  
God is Spirit and lives in unapproachable light.  However, 
the glory of God has come to this earth in the person of  
Jesus Christ.  When we see Christ, we see the Father. (John 
14:9)  One of the roles of the Son is to reveal the Father to 
us, as well as to carry out the Father’s plan of redemption 
for lost mankind.  This brings us to a third strand of John’s 
Gospel: The intimacy, congruence, and single-mindedness 
of purpose within the Trinity!  

Over and over in his Gospel, John makes it clear that, when 
Jesus speaks, He is communicating the mind of the Father.  
When He acts, He is carrying out the will of the Father.  
Jesus is very direct about this:  

“... Anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father ... 
The words I say to you are not just My own.  Rather, 
it is the Father, living in Me, who is doing His work.”  
           John 14:9-10   

When Jesus speaks, He is communicating the words of the 
Father.  When He acts, He is carrying out the plan of the 
Father.  When He reveals His heart, He is revealing the 
heart of the Father, for He and the Father are one! 



The Gospel of John 
Tuesday, July 19: Read John 1:19-51 

Consider the declaration of John the Baptist in John 1:29:   

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him  
and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away  
the sin of the world!” 

Mankind can really only interact with truth stated like this 
in one of two ways: belief or unbelief!  Now, I am not yet 
saying that John has provided proof that Jesus is the Son 
of God or that He is the Savior.  Rather, I am saying that 
he has made dogmatic assertions that are not the least 
ambiguous right from the first chapter of his Gospel.  He 
is going to provide proof in the chapters to come.  In the 
meantime, he is going to continue to unwaveringly make 
these same claims in one form or another in nearly every 
chapter of the Gospel.  We have only one of two things to 
do with these claims—believe them or reject them.  There 
really is no middle ground!   

This brings us to the fourth and final strand about which 
John has constructed his Gospel: Unbelief is the one thing 
still keeping man from his relationship with God!  We have 
already seen hints of this earlier in the chapter:  

The true light that gives light to every man was 
coming into the world.  He was in the world, and 
though the world was made through Him, the world 
did not recognize Him.  He came to that which was 
His own, but His own did not receive Him.   
                John 1:9-11   

By sending His Son to rescue lost mankind, even to the 
point of going to the cross on our behalf, God has done 
everything possible to bring us back to Himself!  But one 
obstacle still remains: will man respond in faith to what 
God has done?   

Look for this issue throughout John’s Gospel.  



The Gospel of John 
Wednesday, July 20: Read John 21 

Before we return to our study of Proverbs, I want to 
spend a few more days to build your appreciation for the 
Gospel of John.  Later, we will again enjoy many more 
days within the confines 
of John’s gospel.    

We have already seen 
John 20:30-31, which 
makes it clear that John 
is going to help develop 
his message by sharing 
with us a number of the 
miracles performed by 
Jesus, which include 
turning water into wine 
at Cana, the healing an 
official’s son, healing a 
crippled man, feeding of 
the 5000, walking on wa-
ter, healing a blind man, 
and raising Lazarus from the dead.   

In order to build his case, John is going to include some of  
the greatest discourses of all Scripture: Christ’s discussion 
with Nicodemus, followed by His conversation with the 
Samaritan woman at the well, and, of course, the Upper 
Room Discourse of John 14-17.   Furthermore, there will 
be dramatic confrontations and singular claims.  As an  
example, in of one of these dramatic confrontations Jesus 
will tell a crowd that He lived before Abraham and was the 
one speaking to Moses from the burning bush. (John 
8:58)  At this point the crowd was ready to stone him, but 
He walked through the crowd untouched.    

Continued on the next page. 



The Gospel of John 
Wednesday, July 20: Read John 21 

(Continued) 

There is also a great 
deal of richness built 
into the singular 
claims that Jesus 
made concerning 
himself, all of which 
are built around the 
framework of the 
 “I am ...” state-
ments.  As exam-
ples, recall: I am the 
Bread of Life; I am 
the Way, the Truth 
and the Life; I am 
the Good Shepherd.  
In time, we will in-
vestigate all of these 
amazing compo-

nents of the Gospel of John and, hopefully, come to realize 
how skillfully John has braided them together to show, 
among other things, that Jesus is the Divine representative 
from the Father.  This knowledge is meant to prompt our 
faith that we might be the recipients of eternal life.   

The Gospel of John is packed with truths that are meant  
to prompt our faith.  I trust that in the lessons ahead our 
investigation of John’s Gospel will prompt or strengthen a 
faith response in each of our hearts.  Let me just close  
today with a quote from the end of John’s Gospel:   

Jesus did many other things as well.  If every one of 
them were written down, I suppose that even the 
whole world would not have room for the books that  
would be written.              John 21:25  



The Gospel of John 
Thursday, July 21: Read II Peter 1 

There are those who say, “John’s Gospel is so different 
from the other three that it doesn’t really belong or fit.”  
Others say that it was written many centuries after the 
apostles by one of the schools of theology trying to make 
a name for itself.  What does the Bible say? 

... Holy men of God spoke as they were moved by 
the Holy Spirit.              II Peter 1:21 

Take any event you like. How often do the accounts of the 
eyewitnesses of the event corroborate in every detail?  The 
answer is never.  In fact, the men and women I know in 
law enforcement typically prefer physical evidence over  
eyewitness accounts because they do not have to deal with 
conflicting details when trying to prove their cases.   Fur-
thermore, what do you think happens when, instead of a 
single event, you are talking about a period of three years 
of ministry under ever-increasing scrutiny?  You would, of 
course, expect differences in perspective and personality to 
show up in written accounts.  Perhaps the following quote 
from famed archeologist William F. Albright will help reveal 
the shallowness of the thinking of those who find Gospel 
differences problematic:  

One of the strangest assumptions of critical NT  
scholars and theologians is that the mind of Jesus 
was so limited that any apparent contrast between 
John and the Synoptics must be due to differences 
between early Christian theologians.  Every great 
thinker and  personality is going to be interpreted 
differently by different friends and hearers. 

Now in the case of the Gospel of John, it is quite distinct 
from the other three Gospels which are collectively called 
the Synoptic Gospels.  In fact, the Gospel of John only 

Continued on the next page. 



The Gospel of John 
Thursday, July 21: Read II Peter 1 

(Continued) 

shares 10% of its content in common with the other three 
gospels, which is a much lower percentage of content than 
the other three share with one other.  To address this, con-
sider that John’s Gospel was likely written much later than 
the other three—near the end of John’s life.  As a result, he 
had many years to mull over what might be important to 
include in his Gospel account, especially as it now might ap-
ply to the fledgling church.  In addition, just consider the 
items that are unique to John’s Gospel: 

• Chapter 2: Miracle at Cana 

• Chapter 3: Nicodemus Discourse 

• Chapter 4: Samaritan Woman Discourse 

• Chapter 11: Raising of Lazarus 

• Chapter 13: Foot Washing 

• Chapter 13: Upper Room Discourse 

What an invaluable contribution, and what a blessing to us 
that God saw fit to move John, through the Holy Spirit, to 

include these precious 
accounts in the Canon 
of Scripture.  Although 
the inauguration of 
communion is not  
included in John’s  
account, the washing of 
the disciples’ feet by 
our Lord, recorded only 
in John’s Gospel, should 
be of similar value to 
the Christian! 



Returning to Proverbs 
Friday, July 22: Read Proverbs 2 

Let me refresh your memory on the focus of our study in 
Proverbs by means of the graphic below.  It reminds us 
that the goal of Proverbs is to help develop Skill in Living—
from God’s perspective.  It does so by the promotion of 
deep character and a pattern of straight thinking which  
leads to our subject for the next few days: There is no skill 
in living apart from a Fear of the Lord which in turn leads 
to obedience to Him.  You may think I am overstating this 
truth.  Consider first what we have already learned from 
Proverbs 9:10: 

The Fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom,  
and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. 

The word beginning, in this context, can mean the chief  

Continued on the next page. 
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Friday, July 22: Read Proverbs 2 

(Continued) 

part or first in priority.  Paraphrasing the words of one 
commentator:  

… as letters are to a written language, notes to a 
musical score, numbers to mathematics ... so is the 
Fear of the Lord to wisdom.   

It is an essential piece.  Without it, an unbeliever cannot 
have true skill in living no matter how intelligent or gifted 
that person might be.   

Likewise, the carnal believer is equally handicapped, since 
he or she has also wandered from a life associated with 
the Fear of the Lord.  At this point, I trust you are asking, 
what exactly is the Fear of the Lord?  For today, let me 
begin with two thoughts:  

• The Fear of the Lord is not 
the composite of the three 
words fear + the + Lord.  
Nor is it the idea of being 
afraid as we might tradition-
ally understand it.  Rather, 
the three words constitute 
an abstract idea that we are 
going to have to extract 
from a study of Scripture. 

• Proverbs 2 does tell us how to get the Fear of the 
Lord: 

 … apply your heart to understanding ... call out for 
insight ... cry aloud for understanding ... search for 
it as for hidden treasure ... then you will under-
stand the Fear of the LORD.               Proverbs 2:1-5   

It would appear we have our work cut out for us.   



Returning to Proverbs 
Monday, July 25: Read Acts 19 

If you are in a hospital setting and you hear the words Code 
Blue, you had better get out of the way for people are going 
to come rushing from every direction because a patient is in 
need of immediate attention.  Now you would never figure 
that out from the meaning of the words code or blue.  But 
when the words are put together, in a medical context, they 
take on new meaning.   

In the same way, the Fear of the Lord has a very specific 
meaning that cannot be obtained from the individual words 
alone.  You may have noticed that I tend to capitalize and 
italicize this phrase.  That is because I want you to think 
about its meaning as a composite and most certainly as a 
proper noun.  In the same way, if you hung around hospi-
tals long enough, you could eventually figure out the mean-
ing of Code Blue from the context.   

If we study the usage of the Fear of the Lord in its Biblical 
context, we can figure out what it means.   We have seen it 
used often in Proverbs.  Let’s try a New Testament example.  

And the evil spirit answered and said, “Jesus I know, 
and Paul I know; but who are you?”  Then the man in 
whom the evil spirit was leaped on them …  This  
became known both to all Jews and Greeks dwelling 
in Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the name of 
the Lord Jesus was magnified.     Acts 19:15-17 

I would suggest this was the Fear of the Lord; and appar-
ently it magnified the name of the Lord!  Now let me ask a 
question: “Do you think it possible that one of the reasons 
the Church in America does not seem to be having much of 
an impact on society is because it no longer prompts the 
Fear of the Lord?”  Asked another way, “Is it possible to 
place a premium on being seeker friendly and focusing on 
unbeliever comfort and to walk in the Fear of the Lord at 
the same time?” 



Returning to Proverbs 
Tuesday, July 26: Read Proverbs 14 

By now you are no doubt anxious to be given some type 
of definition of our composite phrase, the Fear of the Lord.  
To do this properly would require the study of many, 
many passages of Scripture.  So, although I am happy to 
share with you the results of my study, I want you to con-
tinue to test and refine the definition as the result of your 
own reading of Scripture.   

Let me suggest we can begin to understand the Fear of 
the Lord  by means of putting together the following three 
Scriptural ideas:  

1. Start with I Chronicles 16:25-31:   

For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise;  
He is to be feared above all gods … ascribe to the 
LORD glory and strength, ascribe to the LORD the  
glory due His name ... tremble before Him all the 
earth ... the LORD reigns!    

Of course, there are many other passages which talk 
about the greatness of God, His glory, His sovereignty—in 
short, His limitless nature.  The Fear of the Lord starts 
with a recognition of who God is!   



Returning to Proverbs 
Tuesday, July 26: Read Proverbs 14 

(Continued) 

2. Continue with Joshua 4:24:   

He did this so that all the peoples of the earth 
might know that the hand of the LORD is powerful 
and so that you might always fear the LORD your 
God.  

Do you see that 
this passage 
changes the focus 
from what God is 
like to what He is 
capable of doing?  
So the Fear of the 
Lord also includes 
a respect for what 
God is like and 
what He is capable 
of doing.   

3. Lastly, consider a 
verse we have  
already studied:  

Now that all has been heard; here is the conclusion 
of the matter: Fear God and keep His command-
ments, for this is the whole duty of man.   
              Ecclesiastes 12:13  

And so along with a recognition of who God is and a 
respect for what He is like, the Fear of the Lord in-
cludes a response of obedience to Him.  

Is it any wonder that the following statement is true? 

The Fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, turning a 
man from the snares of death.        Proverbs 14:27 



Returning to Proverbs 
Wednesday, July 27: Read Isaiah 33 

I hope you have been pondering our definition of the Fear 
of the Lord since yesterday.  Here it is in one concise 
statement: The Fear of the Lord is: 

You can make a case for every single positive outcome in 
the Bible being related to the proper function of the Fear 
of the Lord; and likewise every failure as its breakdown!  
You may think this to be an overstatement, but test it 
from the Scriptures.  Why is Abraham commended in  
Genesis 22:12?  It is because of his Fear of the Lord:   

“Do not lay a hand on the boy," He said. "Do not do 
anything to him. Now I know that you fear God,  
because you have not withheld from Me your son, 
your only son.”   

Why did Israel spend 40 years in the wilderness?  Because 
they showed contempt and a lack of the Fear of the Lord.  
The Lord said to Moses: 

“How long will these people treat Me with con-
tempt?  How long will they refuse to believe in Me, 
in spite of all the miraculous signs I have performed 
among them?”             Numbers 14:11  

The Children of Israel treated God with contempt when 
they did not believe He was capable of bringing them 
safely into the Promised Land in spite of the giants ob-
served by their spies.  It is no wonder that the Fear of the 
Lord is the key to. . .treasure.  What treasure you ask?  
Why, having:  

... a sure foundation ... a rich store of salvation and 
wisdom and knowledge …               Isaiah 33:6 



Returning to Proverbs 
Thursday, July 28: Read Psalm 110 

The Fear of the Lord is recognizing who God is and devel-
oping respect for what He is like, which in turn leads to 
obedience to Him.  

The Fear of the Lord is an essential Biblical truth for God’s 
people of all ages.   

Therefore, I think it is worth 
our time to give a thorough 
summary of this topic that 
began with our readings in 
Proverbs.   

There are four things to 
know about The Fear of the 
Lord.  We discuss the first 
two today and the last two 
tomorrow:   

1. To have The Fear of the 
Lord is to be in the best 
company!  

A shoot shall come up from the stump of Jesse, 
and a Branch shall grow out of his roots.  The  
Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, the Spirit  
of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of  
counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and  
of the Fear of the LORD.         Isaiah 11:1-2   

2. Do you see this?  It is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself 
who models The Fear of the Lord  for us.  You can rec-
ognize The Fear of the Lord when you see it (better 
yet manifest it) because it reveals itself through obedi-
ence, service, praise, and a walk of faith.  We’ll look at 
a scriptural support for each of these next. 

Continued on the next page.  
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Thursday, July 28: Read Psalm   110 

(Continued) 

Obedience: 

… that you may fear the LORD your God, to keep  
all His statutes and His commandments which  
I command you, you and your son and grandson, all 
the days of your life ...               Deuteronomy  6:2 

Service:  

Now fear the LORD and serve Him with all faithful-
ness ... as for me and my household, we will serve 
the Lord.             Joshua 24:14-15 

Praise: 

You who Fear the LORD, praise Him! ...     Psalm 22:23 

A Walk of Faith: 

You who Fear the LORD, trust in the LORD; He is their 
help and their shield.        Psalm 115:11  

It is sometimes helpful for purposes of self-evaluation to 
look at the above list in reverse order.  A lack of obedi-
ence, service, praise, and faith are indicators that we have 
failed to recognize who God is and/or what He is capable 
of!  We’ll finish our list tomorrow.   



Returning to Proverbs 
Friday, July 29: Read Deuteronomy 10 

Here are the final two things we need to know about the 
Fear of the Lord :  

3. The Fear of the Lord is the beginning of a progression 
that is very much a part of spiritual maturity.  

... O Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you 
but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways, 
to love Him, to serve the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul.        Deuteronomy 10:12   

 Although part of Moses’ instruction to the people of  
Israel, this is for Church-age Christians to ponder deep-
ly.  It doesn’t tell us how to achieve this level of maturi-
ty, but I feel drawn to the progression.  Having a clear 
recognition of who God is and what He is like (Fear of 
the Lord), this knowledge will lead to walking in His 
ways which is a clear depiction of obedience.  As we do 
these things, we are loving Him!  So often we do the 
reverse.  We love God while ignoring His commands, 
showing a marked lack of respect for Him.  As we  
develop, we grow into serving Him with all our hearts.   

4. One thing above all else stimulates The Fear of the Lord: 
exposure to and meditation upon the Word of God.  
Consider what every newly-crowned king of Israel was 
required to do:  

... when he (new king) sits on the throne of his king-
dom, that he shall write for himself a copy of this 
law in a book, from the one before the priests, the 
Levites.  And it shall be with him, and he shall read 
it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear 
the LORD his God and be careful to observe all the 
words of this law and these statutes.   
          Deuteronomy 17:18-19   

Might I suggest that what was good for the kings would 
benefit us as well!  
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