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Back to Philippians 
Thursday, July 1: Read I Timothy 6 

(Philippians 1:28-30)  

After the weighty content we have covered in the last few 
verses, Philippians 1:28 opens a new line of thought.   
Specifically, it raises the issue of our response to  
opposition, as well as the suffering that typically comes 
along with it.  Consider our text:  

. . .without being frightened in any way by those 
who oppose you.  This is a sign to them that they will 
be destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that 
by God.  For it has been granted to you on behalf of 
Christ not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer 
for Him, since you are going through the same  
struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still  
have.              Philippians 1:28-30 

The passage starts with the phrase, “without being  
frightened in any way.”  Paul is using a word related to the 
stampeding of horses or cattle.  In other words, Paul does 
not want opposition to catch us unawares and cause us to 
run off in fear like a herd of cattle or horses spooked by a 
thunderclap.   

The passage goes on to say that something has been  
“granted to” each believer.  The word translated granted to 
means to be given in grace.  We typically connect grace 
with something good—like our salvation.  We do not often 
associate the concept of grace with the truth that God 
might be calling us to suffer on His behalf!  Furthermore, 
the call to suffer is actually presented by Paul as both a 
normal part of what it means to be a Christian as well as a 
means to contend for the Gospel.   

Surely that requires some further explanation.     
                  
            Continued on the next page.



Back to Philippians 
Thursday, July 1: Read I Timothy 6 

(Philippians 1:28-30) (Continued) 

Although this is an extensive topic, consider the following 
points by way of introduction:   

• The fallen world in which we live is under the control of 
Satan. (Ephesians 6:12, II Corinthians 10:5)  Satan is both 
an inadequate ruler and one whose heart remains set on  
rebellion against God.   

• We live with the consequences of the fall of mankind in a 
world controlled by the original rebel.  Furthermore, we 
are in the midst of a much larger conflict raging between 
God on one side and Satan and his demonic forces on the 
other. (Genesis 3:15, Revelation 20:7-10)   

Is it any wonder that suffering is part of the lot of the  
human race given the context of the drama?  Why doesn’t 
God put some sort of bubble of protection around each 
Christian since we are representing Him in the Devil’s 
world?  We will investigate this very question in tomorrow’s 
devotional. 



Back to Philippians 
Friday, July 2: Read I Timothy 5 

(Philippians 1:28-30)  

We came to the point in our last lesson of asking the  
questions, Why do believers suffer?  Why don’t they have 
some kind of bubble of protection around them as they  
operate in Satan-controlled territory?  Here are a few  
possible answers for your consideration:   

• We live, and are actually on a mission for our Lord, in a 
fallen world.  So, of course, we are subject to some of 
the consequences of sin.  This is why Christians get sick, 
are the victims of natural disasters, and suffer all the 
other calamities that befall us.   

• Suffering is both predictable and necessary in our lives 
because it is part of the transformation process!  It is 
God’s intent that we be transformed into the image of 
His Son. (Romans 8:29)  The transformation of our char-
acter requires the refiner’s fire (I Peter 1:6-f) and the 
power of God made manifest in spite of our weakness  
(II Corinthians 12:9-f).   

• Another way to look at this is from the perspective of  
being and doing, as illustrated in the diagram below.    
Being, for the Christian, is the process of becoming  
Christ-like.  Doing is representing Christ to a lost and dying 
world.   

 

 

 

 

Continued on the next page. 

Being 

(Transformation) 

I Peter 1:6-f 

II Corinthians 12:9-f         

Doing 

(Ambassador) 

Philippians 1:29 

 John 15:18-19 

I Peter 4:12-f 



Back to Philippians 
Friday, July 2: Read I Timothy 5 

(Philippians 1:28-30) (Continued)   

As you can see from the listed passages and the diagram 
on the previous page, suffering (facing trials) is part of the 
means by which our transformation occurs.  These trials 
are associated with accomplishing our mission for our Lord.  
To protect us from the refiner’s fire is to stunt our growth 
and compromise our mission.   

This is not to say that God does not protect us from  
suffering or that His heart does not grieve at times right 
along with our own.  Rather, this truth is a recognition of 
the important role that suffering, or the pressures of this 
life, can play in our development.  

Fortunately, we can trust what comes from the loving hand 
of our Father to be both what is in our best interests as 
well as no more than we can bear.  Frankly, I don’t know 
how people cope with the trials and tribulations of this life 
apart from knowing that they are under the sovereign  
control of a loving heavenly Father! 



Back to Revelation 
Monday, July 5: Read Revelation 8 

Chapter 7 provided additional information between the sixth  
and seventh Seal Judgments—in particular, regarding Jew-
ish evangelists and a multitude of Gentiles getting saved.  
In today’s reading, we return to the unfolding of God’s  
judgment with the opening of the seventh seal.   

It would seem that the seventh seal judgment is the begin-
ning of a new sequence of judgments—the Seven Trumpet 
Judgments.  In this chapter we have four of them recorded:   

1. Hail and fire which led to much of the earth being 
burned, in particular its vegetation. 

2. A blazing mountain thrown into the sea destroying  
sea-life and shipping.  

3. The star Wormwood  touching the waters of earth,  
turning them bitter and leading to the death of many.  

4. A touching of the heavenly lights leading to darkness 
during part of normal daylight hours.   

As if this weren’t  bad enough, Chapter 8 ends with:  

Woe! Woe! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth,  
because of the trumpet blasts about to be sounded 
by the other three angels.      Revelation 8:13  

There is an ongoing debate regarding how much of  
Chapters 8 and 9 should be taken literally and how much 
should be interpreted symbolically.  This debate is beyond 
the scope of our daily devotional.  Nonetheless, let me sug-
gest we can take away the following:   

1. We introduced Revelation 6 as the time at which the 
prophetic fulfillment of a time of tribulation will begin, 
and that certainly seems to be the case.    

Continued on the next page. 



Back to Revelation 
Monday, July 5: Read Revelation 8

(Continued) 

2. Rather than focusing on the specific identity of the 
items mentioned in this chapter, consider instead the  
following:   

• They are clearly supernatural in nature. 

• They most certainly are going to lead to intense  
suffering for those who remain on this earth.   

When we left Revelation after Chapter 7, a quarter of the 
earth’s population had died, and now many more.  Further, 
the earth’s environment is changing greatly for the worse, 
and all of this is occurring within a short seven-year period 
of time.   

This is going to be a time of intense tribulation!  I wouldn’t 
want to be here, would you?  



Back to Revelation 
Tuesday, July 6: Read Revelation 9 

Two more trumpet judgments are revealed in today’s read-
ing, and they are terrible to behold.  First, the release from 
the Abyss of a locust-like creature that has the power to 
sting like a scorpion—not kill, just torment.  Let me suggest 
that there is a demonic nature associated with these crea-
tures.   

Then, as terrible as the fifth trumpet judgment is going to 
be, the sixth is far worse.  A plague of fire, smoke, and sul-
phur is released upon the earth, almost certainly by a  
demonic horde.  A third of the earth’s population is killed, 
with the result that now well in excess of half of the earth’s  
population has been killed.  This happens in the relatively 
short space of just a few years.   

Just imagine the world-wide angst that must be occurring.   
Given the governmental response and the depth of fear 
that has resulted during the Covid-19 pandemic that has 
killed at the time of this writing about 2.5 million world-
wide, what do you suppose things are going to be like 
when more than four billion have died?   

You would think this would be enough to turn everyone 
who remains to the Lord for salvation!  And yet what does 
the text say: 

The rest of mankind that were not killed by these 
plagues still did not repent of the work of their 
hands; they did not stop worshipping demons and 
idols. . . Nor did they repent of their murders, their 
magic arts, their sexual immorality or their thefts.   
                 Revelation 9:20-21   

Continued on the next page. 



Back to Revelation 
Tuesday, July 6: Read Revelation 9 

(Continued) 

The Scriptures tell us that Satan has:  

. . .blinded the minds of unbelievers.   II Corinthians 4:4   

There is certainly evidence of this in today’s reading, as the 
lost continue to worship those who are torturing and killing 
them.  We can often see this same blindness in acquaint-
ances and perhaps in our extended families.  So what do 
we do?  Is it hopeless?   

 
We have already seen that a great multitude—from every 
nation, tribe, race, and language—is going to be saved out 
of the Tribulation.  If there is hope then, there is hope now!  
So pray for the Spirit to convict lost hearts of sin, righteous-
ness and judgment. (John 16:8)  Pray for the Word of God 
to penetrate Satan’s blinders and illumine souls.  Make sure 
to fulfill your calling to shine like stars in the universe as 
you hold out the word of life to a crooked and depraved 
generation. (Philippians 2:14)   



Back to Revelation 
Wednesday, July 7:  

Read Revelation 10-11:2 

There will be no more delay!  But in the days when the 
seventh angel is about to sound his trumpet, the mys-
tery of God will be accomplished, just as He announced 
to His servants the prophets.           Revelation 10:6-7 



Back to Revelation 
Thursday, July 8: Read Revelation 11 

If anyone tries to harm them, fire comes from their 
mouths and devours their enemies. . .These men 
have power to shut up the sky so that it will not rain. 
. . . and they have power to turn the waters into 
blood and to strike the earth with every kind of 
plague. . .           Revelation 11:5-6  

See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that 
great and dreadful day of the Lord comes.  He will 
turn the hearts of the children to their fathers; or 
else I will come and strike the land with a curse.  
                Malachi 4:5-6   



Back to Revelation 
Friday, July 9: Read Revelation 12 

The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient 
serpent called the devil or Satan, who leads the 
whole world astray.  



Back to Revelation 
Friday, July 9: Read Revelation 12

(Continued) 

4. Finally, we have elect and fallen angels in view: Michael 
and other elect angels on one side and the dragon and 
his angels in opposition.  By the way, many theologians 
think that the third of the stars swept out of the sky  in 
Verse 4  is descriptive of the fact that a third of the cre-
ated angels followed Satan in his rebellion and now con-
stitute his demon cohort.    

Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and 
went off to make war against the rest of her  
offspring—those who obey God’s commandments and 
hold to the testimony of Jesus.        Revelation 12:17  



Back to Revelation 
Monday, July 12: Read Revelation 13 

This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on 
the part of the saints.   

The whole world was astonished and followed the 
beast.  Men worshiped the dragon because he had 
given authority to the beast, and they also worshiped 
the beast. . .           Revelation 13:3-4  

He was given power to make war against the saints 
and to conquer them.  And he was given authority 
over every tribe, people, language and nation.   
             Revelation 13:7 

Continued on the next page. 



Back to Revelation 
Monday, July 12: Read Revelation 13

(Continued) 

Then I saw another beast, coming out of the earth. . . 
He. . .made the earth and its inhabitants worship the 
first beast. . . he performed great and miraculous 
signs. . . he deceived the inhabitants of the earth.  He 
ordered them to set up an image in honor of the 
beast. . . and cause all who refused to worship the  
image to be killed.           Revelation 13:11-15    



Back to Revelation 
Tuesday, July 13: Read Revelation 14  

This calls for patient endurance on the part of the 
saints who obey God’s commandments and remain 
faithful to Jesus.   

Then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write: Blessed 
are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.”     

A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice: 
“If anyone worships the beast and his image and  
receives his mark on the forehead or on the hand, 
he, too, will drink of the wine of God’s fury, which 
has been poured full strength into the cup of His 
wrath.”             Revelation 14:9-10   

I looked, and there before me was a white cloud, 
and seated on the cloud was one like the Son of 
Man with a crown of gold on His head and a sharp 
sickle in His hand.          Revelation 14:14 

Continued on the next page. 



Back to Revelation 
Tuesday, July 13: Read Revelation 14 

(Continued)  

The angel swung His sickle on the earth, gathered its 
grapes and threw them into the great winepress of 
God’s wrath. . .the blood flowed. . .rising as high as 
the horses’ bridles. . .          Revelation 14:19-20     



Old Testament Hosea 
Wednesday, July 14:  

Read II Timothy 3 and Romans 15:4 

You may wonder why we start a study of the Book of Hosea 
by looking at two New Testament scriptures.  I wanted you 
to note from II Timothy that all Scripture is God-breathed, 
and for that reason profitable for a wide range of applica-
tions.  This includes the Book of Hosea. The passage in  
Romans keeps us from making a common mistake of many 
church-age Christians, specifically thinking we need only pay 
attention to the New Testament.  

Although we are no 
longer under the law, 
this is not even re-
motely the same 
thing as ignoring the 
Old Testament as  
Romans 15:4 makes 
perfectly clear!  For it 
was written to teach 
us, and to be part of 
the hope we have as 
we persevere in the Christian Way of Life. 

As we turn to the text of Hosea, consider the following:   

• The entire breadth of Scripture is for us.  It may not all be 
directly written to us, but it is all meant to build us up in 
the faith.    

• The New Testament is meant to be understood in terms 
of the Old!  It is difficult to understand much of what is 
revealed in the New Testament unless you have the Old 
Testament as a frame of reference.  

Continued on the next page. 



Old Testament Hosea 
Wednesday, July 14:  

Read II Timothy 3 and Romans 15:4 
(Continued) 

For example, when I Corinthians 5 refers to Christ as our 
Passover Lamb, without the Old Testament how would 
you know that Paul is referring to something that histori-
cally occurred in the Book of Exodus?   

• Our faith is confirmed when it is grounded in history.  We 
can see that God fulfills His promises.  We can see He is 
capable of all things.  When we study the historical rec-
ord laid out in the Old Testament, we can see that He 
can reach into this earth at any time of His choosing.  
Let’s approach the study of Hosea with the intent of see-
ing what God has for us and learning how we can further 
our understanding of the New Testament by looking at 
how God has proven faithful in the pages of history. 

 



Old Testament Hosea 
Thursday, July 15: Read Hosea 1 

The name Hosea means The Lord Saves. The best way to 
understand the role of Old Testament prophets is to think 
of them as attorneys representing the Lord within the  
context of a contract.  Their job was to document non- 
compliance, and you will find that throughout the Book of 
Hosea.   

The second thing to note, by way of introduction, is how 
much of God’s Old Testament revelation is within the con-
text of history.  Note how Hosea’s ministry is firmly an-
chored within the historical framework of Verse 1.  History 
is His-story and He is constantly at work within it.  Now  
focus on Verses 2-3 and note two things.  First, Hosea is 
sending a message from the Lord, to both Israel (northern 
kingdom) and Judah 
(southern kingdom),  
regarding their un-
faithfulness to the 
Lord.  This unfaith-
fulness is called adul-
tery and consists of 
both idolatry and  
sinful behavior.   

The fact that Hosea 
has an adulterous 
wife, and all the bag-
gage that goes with 
that, serves as a 
ready allegory for the equally shameful behavior of the Jews 
in turning from God.   

Continued on the next page. 



Old Testament Hosea 
Thursday, July 15: Read Hosea 1 

(Continued) 

This is an amazing thing for God to reveal to us.  Imagine 
how Hosea feels when his wife leaves him for other men.  
God is telling us that He feels the same way when His people 
turn from Him and from a walk of righteousness.  

Second, you can see the same kind of allegory in Hosea 
3:1, except this time God is putting on display His ongoing 
love for His people.  Is the God of the Old Testament really 
a God of harshness and justice only?  What we have in the 
opening chapters of Hosea is a God who loves His people 
dearly and suffers when they turn from Him.   

To be sure, God is just, but He is also loving and compas-
sionate and wants the best for those who are His—always! 



Old Testament Hosea 
Friday, July 16: Read Hosea 2  

Has anyone ever said to you, “You don’t take the Bible  
literally, do you?”  To that type of question, I always re-
spond  “No, I take it normally.”   

As you can imagine, the person immediately asks, “What do 
you mean?”   

This gives me the opportunity to further talk about spiritual 
things.  I tell them what I mean is that I take the Bible to 
be saying exactly what a most natural reading of the text 
would lead a person to believe it is saying.  I am telling you 
this before we discuss Hosea Chapter 2, because the author 
of Chapter 2 is using the marriage relationship and an  
unfaithful wife as a figure of speech.  This analogy makes it 
crystal clear what God thinks about the behavior of  
Israel.  Any other interpretation is to force things into the 
text that are not there.   

Read the chapter again for 
yourself and see how  
naturally this falls out.  In 
Verse 2 we have the  
adulterous wife; in Verse 4 
the children of adultery.  
As the chapter continues 
to unfold, idolatry becomes 
part of the picture, then 
discipline on the rebellious 
nation, and then a mention 
of the wife who came out 
of Egypt.  In the context, 
what else could this be 
other than the nation of Israel coming out of slavery?   

Continued on the next page. 



Old Testament Hosea 
Friday, July 16: Read Hosea 2 (Continued) 

By the end of the chapter, the Lord makes the figure of 
speech crystal clear when He says: 

“I will say to those called not My people, ‘You are My 
people!’  And they will say, ‘You are my God!’”   

Notice, as we move through the chapter, the adulterous 
wife and children of adultery imagery has been completely 
replaced by the real subject matter of the book, the  
rebellious people of God who need to come back to Him.   

What kind of application can we draw from this?   

• First, a person turning from the Lord, to something that 
looks better, more exciting or alluring can lead to  
discipline from the hand of the same God that was able 
to reach in and judge the Egyptians.  Why go there?   

• Second, it demonstrates  
the response of the Lord  
to those who are guilty  
of breaking the faith.   
Adultery is egregious and  
very hard to forgive on the  
human level.  So you can  
see how gracious God really  
is when the people turn back  
to Him.  To see this read from 
Hosea 2:14 to the end of the chapter.  
This is the same way God treats us when  
we confess our sins.   

We can apply this to our own lives.  This is how God treats 
us when we have been tangled up in the pursuits of this 
world, and then we recognize our error and turn back to 
Him.  What a merciful God we have! 



Old Testament Hosea 
Monday, July 19: Read Hosea 3 

In case you aren’t completely certain that God is using an 
adulterous marriage relationship to provide a stark and 
graphic illustration of the sin of His people, then Chapter 3 
should settle that matter.  For, in Verse 1, Hosea is given 
specific direction regarding his wayward wife, and, in  
Verses 2-3 he acts in obedience.  At the same time, we 
have a hint in Verse 1 that God is really communicating 
about His people, and in Verses 4-5 it is very clear.   

Furthermore, as we will see beginning in Chapter 4, the  
illustration is set aside and the focus is entirely on the peo-
ple of both the northern and southern kingdoms.  Chapter 3 
is almost a summary before the detail that follows.  Here is 
what we can know for sure: God loves with an unchanging 
love those who are His.  That’s because, first of all, it is part 
of His essence: God is love. (I John 4:8)  

This is the explanation for how He loves:  

. . .even when we were His enemies, Christ died  
for us.                Romans 5:10  

Lastly, there is nothing that can separate us from this love. 
(Romans 8:35-f)  Now, with this being the case, do we  
really need to go through the same pattern of sin and suf-
fering that is going to fall on the Jewish people before they 
repent and ultimately return to the Lord?  No!  As we have 
already seen, this book is written for our instruction—to 
teach us.  It is also part of recorded history, to make it very 
clear that God is indeed able to discipline His people when 
they forsake Him.  So, let’s turn from the middle part of this 
story, the years of sin and rebellion, the years eaten by the  
locusts, and instead turn now, through confession, to a walk 
in the Spirit.  Put on the new nature and walk in the newness 
of life that is available for every child of God. 

  



Old Testament Hosea 
Tuesday, July 20: Read Hosea 4 

Symbolism has been set aside, and we are now dealing 
with the Jewish people of both the northern and southern  
kingdoms.  The first thing to note is the sin that is in the 
Land.  As you read through Hosea 4, you will note it falls 
into two broad categories.  First, there is the social evil of 
Verse 2:   

There is only cursing, lying and murder, stealing and 
adultery; they break all bounds, and bloodshed  
follows bloodshed.   

Then there is the idolatry of Verse 12:  

. . .they consult a wooden idol and are answered by a 
stick of wood.  A spirit of prostitution leads them 
astray; they are unfaithful to their God. 

In short, the people have turned from God and things are a 
sinful mess!  At this point I would like to draw your  
attention to two things God has to say.  Consider Verses 6 
and 14:  

My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. . . 

. . .a people without understanding will come to  
ruin.  

I think these two verses tell us how the people of Israel 
managed to get themselves into such a condition, and by 
extension, how we have too!  If you don’t know what God’s 
Word has to say, and if you don’t understand the actual 
intent of what God has said, then you can expect destruc-
tion and ruin to dominate the scene.   

This ruin can occur in the very midst of a nation that is  
otherwise materially prosperous.  You need to look no  
further than the United States for a modern day example. 

          



Old Testament Hosea 
Tuesday, July 20: Read Hosea 4

(Continued) 

We can note one more bit of application in Verse 17.  The 
people of the southern kingdom (Judah) are told with re-
spect to the even more depraved north: leave them alone!  

This is God’s directive to His people in a land of sin: 

Come out from them and be holy!   II Corinthians 6:17 

This doesn’t mean we shouldn’t pray for them or hold out 
the truth of the Gospel.  It means we shouldn’t rub shoul-
ders with them and join in their sin. 

 



Old Testament Hosea 
Wednesday, July 21: Read Hosea 5 

This chapter documents the sin of both Ephraim and Judah 
with Ephraim’s sins being of greater depravity. (Ephraim is a 
reference to the northern kingdom, which consists of ten of 
the twelve tribes of Israel.  Judah is a reference to the  
remaining two tribes in the south, centered in Jerusalem.)  
For reasons of depravity, the northern kingdom is going to 
be destroyed first and its people taken into exile.  This 
should have been a deterrent for the south, but if it was, it 
was short-lived as they too eventually went into exile.  The 
coming destruction is clearly stated in Verse 9:  

Ephraim will be laid waste on the day of reckoning.  
Among the tribes of Israel I proclaim what is certain. 

Notice how in Verse 13 the people turn to Assyria for help.  
You might wonder, “Why there?”  During this time period 
Egypt was waning as a power and Assyria was growing.   
There was a lot of national/political uncertainty in the  
region.  So, rather than turning to the Lord to protect them, 
Ephraim added to their sin by betting on Assyria to be the  
eventual winner among the nations.  Assyria did attain  
ascendency, and, along the way, they completely wiped out 
Ephraim, dispersing the people of the north throughout the 
empire.  God loves His people, but His character also  
includes justice and righteousness.  This means the lesson 
of Verse 15 will always have to be learned—judgment will 
come until:  

. . .they admit their guilt. . .and they seek My face. . .   

Oh, that we would learn this lesson the easy way.  We can 
choose to keep short accounts and confess our sin daily.  
This will keep the Lord from having to use discipline in our 
lives to get our attention.  There is no future in sinning until 
dragged off by another Assyria.  We need to admit our guilt 
and seek the face of the Lord through confession. 



Old Testament Hosea 
Thursday, July 22: Read Hosea 6 

In Chapter 6, we see a trend that will continue throughout 
the rest of the book.  In reality, it is exactly the same issue 
that underlies the unfolding of our lives.  Specifically, God 
is going to continue to document the sin of Israel, which is 
their willful turning from and forsaking the Lord and taking 
up all kinds of evil.  No one turns from the Lord to a neutral 
position.  When we turn from the Lord, we always turn to 
something else.  Nevertheless, the love and mercy of God 
just keeps coming through.  No matter how sinful the peo-
ple become, no matter how thoroughly God documents 
their sin, His offer of forgiveness is always there.   

Look at Hosea 6:1.  The discipline the people have brought 
on themselves is the equivalent of being torn to pieces, but 
God is willing to heal.  God has injured His wayward people 
in that “He chastens every son He loves” (Hebrews 12:6), but 
He is so willing to bind the very wounds that came from His 
hand.  He longs to be gracious to us (Isaiah 30:18), but we 
must repent and turn back to Him to receive this blessing.   

Do you see the application?  No matter how much of a 
mess we have made of our lives, God will heal us and He 
will bind up our wounds.  Often our problem is that we 
don’t realize we have wandered just as far away as had  
Israel.  Perhaps we don’t have overt sin and obvious idola-
try.  Instead, we have just become tangled up in the sub-
tleties of this world and simply haven’t had any real fellow-
ship with the Lord for a time, perhaps decades.  The call is 
the same: “Come, let us return to the Lord. . .”  He will 
heal, He will bind up our wounds for He is a loving and 
merciful God.   

If you feel His tug on your heart, test Him on this.  By test,  
I mean, confess your sin, turn to Him, and seek His face!   
You will see, His mercy endureth forever! 



Back to Philippians 
Friday, July 23: Read Philippians 2  

As we begin a detailed study of Philippians Chapter 2, we 
can look forward to one of the most powerful passages of 
Scripture in the Bible.  As we do, let’s make sure to main-
tain the flow of ideas that has been developed by Paul, and 
not let the arbitrary chapter boundaries (or our break in 
studying Philippians) cause undue interference.   

Chapter 2 encourages believers in Jesus Christ to persevere 
in the face of opposition.  Any fellowship that focuses upon 
proclaiming the Gospel and growing to maturity is going to 
face opposition.  Surprisingly, it can come from two 
sources: 

• Attacks from outside the church.  That was our topic at 
the close of Chapter 1.   

• Attacks from within the church, that we can clearly label 
division within the church.  This is the subject of the 
first part of Chapter 2, as well as portions of Chapter 3.  
Due to the much greater emphasis on this topic, we can 
presume that Paul considers division within the church 
to be the greater risk.  

Why the much greater emphasis on division within the 
church?  To begin with, Satan is always looking for a  
weakness to exploit, an area in which to drive the wedge.  
If he can do so, the resultant strife within the fellowship 
can compromise its testimony.   

That’s the reason behind Paul’s admonition in Philippians 
2:14-16.  It is essential that the church avoid this type of 
compromise of its witness; we want to be so careful to 
guard against sowing discord within the Body of Christ.  For 
there are “six things the Lord hates, seven that are an 
abomination to Him”. . . and the seventh on the list is . . . 
”a man who stirs up dissension among his brothers.”   



Back to Philippians 
Monday, July 26: Read Psalm 145 

(Philippians 2:1)  

Verse 1 of Philippians 2 follows an interesting pattern.  This 
verse assumes that the Philippian believers have a rich ex-
perience in four specific areas with respect to their relation-
ship with God.  How do we know this?  Four times we have 
the word “if” in the above passage.  Each usage is what is 
called a first class condition in the Greek.  A first class con-
dition means that the statement that follows is true.  For 
example, we could translate the first phrase: In view of the 
fact that you have received encouragement from your union 
with Christ. . . 

As believers in Christ, do you 
realize that each of these 
same items should be true of 
us?  Let’s look at them in 
turn:    

1. We too can be  
encouraged because of 
our union with Christ, for 
God has raised us up and 
seated us with Christ in 
the heavenly realms.  
(Ephesians 2:6)   

Continued on the next page. 



Back to Philippians 
Monday, July 26: Read Psalm 145 

(Philippians 2:1) (Continued) 

2. We too can take comfort in His love as we consider 
Ephesians 3:17-19 in which the love of Christ covers 
every conceivable aspect of our lives.  It is wide enough 
to cover every circumstance.  It is long enough to cover 
the entire span of our lives.  It is deep enough to cover 
our moments of greatest failure and despair.  It is high 
enough to remind us of our privileged position in Christ.   

3. We, too, have fellowship with the Spirit.  We have been 
sealed by the Spirit (Ephesians 1:13-14); we are taught by 
the Spirit (John16:13-f); we are enabled by the Spirit 
(Romans 8:4).  

4. We too can have a softening of the heart in view of 
God’s mercy and compassion towards us. (James 5:11) 

For, He has compassion on all that He has made. (Psalm 

145:9)  God delights to show mercy to us (Micah 6:8)  

and His mercies are new every morning (Lamentations 

3:19-21). 

What a great God we have!  And, how incomparable is the 
depth of the relationship He desires to have with His  
children. 



Back to Philippians 
Tuesday, July 27: Read  

I Corinthians 6 (Philippians 2:2)  

Verse 2 presents a challenge to correctly interpret and  
apply.  Consider the verse as laid out below: 

Paul wants his work of planting a church in Philippi to come 
to a conclusion that will make his joy complete.  What 
could that be?  How about taking the grace of God that has 
been received vertically and apply it horizontally.  Here is 
the vertical:  

. . .whoever is united with the Lord is one with Him  
in spirit.                I Corinthians 6:17  

Then, considering the horizontal in our text, the two things  
God has in mind for every fellowship of believers are the 
love of Christ and the union of the Spirit.  It is wonderful 
when we are on the receiving end of the love of Christ and 
in fellowship with the Spirit.  However, this verse makes it 
clear we are also to manifest that love toward others in the 
fellowship and work to maintain the unity of the Spirit.   

So we see that in Paul’s estimation, unity is one thing that 
is questionable in the Philippian church.  To bring it about 
would be to him the fulfillment of his calling and give him 
great joy.  Let me suggest that should we, as a church  
fellowship, labor to manifest the love of Christ in this  
fellowship and maintain the unity of the Spirit, it would, in 
part make our joy complete and, at the same time, bring 
joy to our Lord and Savior.  



Back to Philippians 
Wednesday, June 28: Read Proverbs 6 

(Philippians 2:3-4) 

We have seen that the basis of church unity is a solid  
vertical relationship with Christ.  We then extend the love of 
Christ and the unity of the Spirit horizontally within the  
fellowship to complete what is lacking with respect to a 
practical manifestation of the new life that is ours in Christ.  
In other words, we put on display the love He has for us 
when we love others in the same way.   

As we move forward, we are going to consider things that 
can disrupt unity within a church fellowship.  Think for a 
few minutes and make your own mental list of unity killers!  
You might be surprised how many of the items on your list 
are contained in our passage.   

In order to fully understand this passage, we will look at it 
from a number of different perspectives including both what 
hinders and what promotes unity. 

 That Which Hinders Unity  

First, an attitude that hinders unity is looking out for the  
interests of your faction (which of course can be as small as 
just one) and self-centeredness!   

Second, at its most basic, nearly everything that hinders 
unity is rooted in pride.  Pride is to have an elevated view of 
self.  Stated another way, pride is to incorrectly place your-
self in the pecking-order.  

 

 



Back to Philippians 
Wednesday, June 28: Read Proverbs 6 

(Philippians 2:3-4) (Continued) 

Third, the first two items describe what pride is, but  
Proverbs 6:16-f describes what God thinks of it!  (You can 
find a number of other unity-killers in Proverbs 6 as well.)  
But, let me go a bit further with the concept of pride as it 
relates to thinking too much of self.  Let me ask you to 
mentally list for me your top three heroes.   

I recently heard of a teacher who asked her third graders 
to do the same thing.  The list of comic book heroes and 
rock stars no longer caused her consternation, since she 
had heard them before.  However, what caused her pause, 
was the number of 
children who simply 
answered back: 
“Me!”    

That teacher realized 
that over time, the 
faces on Mt. Rush-
more had been re-
placed by the face in 
the mirror!  What is it that could cause such a change in 
focus?  Clearly it is a shift toward an inordinate focus on 
self, which means the blossoming of pride in the hearts of 
our young people.   

Let me ask you another question: “What do you think is  
going to happen when these same individuals enter into a 
marriage relationship, have kids, or become part of a 
church congregation?”  Is it possible that unity might suf-
fer?  Now you see why this is such an important point for 
us to address.   

We will continue in our next lesson. 



Back to Philippians 
Thursday, July 29: Read Isaiah 42 

(Philippians 2:3-4) 

That Which Hinders Unity (Continued) 

Continuing from yesterday, the next item in the list is vain-
glory—or, literally, empty-glory.  What is glory?  It has a 
number of related meanings.  First, it connotes that which 
gives weight (value).  It can also mean to emit light.  Final-
ly, and most importantly, it is that which is elevated as an 
object of special attention.  What was it that captured Eve’s 
attention in the Garden? (Genesis 3:6)  Do you see it was the 
lie from the mouth of Satan that the fruit would cause her 
to be like God?”   In other words, she saw an opportunity to  
elevate herself to the level of God, that is, to seize His  
glory!   

Consider Solomon who conducted a very destructive  
experiment—on himself no less!  You see in the Book of  
Ecclesiastes that he denied himself nothing—no experience, 
nothing that wealth and wisdom could provide.  He was on-
ly interested in establishing a name for himself.  He denied 
himself nothing even to the point of dabbling in idolatry, 
which caused God to rip part of the nation from his lineage, 
as well as leading the nation into terrible idolatry.  After a 
life of chasing every glory imaginable, what lesson does Sol-
omon pass on?  Vanity (empty), vanity!  Everything apart 
from knowing God is indeed an empty chasing after the 
wind.  

So what does God have to say about all this?  Let the  
Scriptures speak for themselves.  God says:  

 “I will not share My glory with another.”     Isaiah 42:8 

So, now after discussing what will kill unity, let’s turn our 
attention to what will promote it.  That is tomorrow’s  
objective.   



Back to Philippians 
Friday, July 30: Read Matthew 11 

(Philippians 2:3-4) 

That Which Promotes Unity  

First, true unity (and fellowship) is based upon our position 
and possessions in Christ.  Second, unity within the body is 
a command, one related to completing the work of Christ.  
Third, what is noted is humility.  This word has such an in-
teresting etymology.  During Old Testament times, there 
literally was no such word.  Instead, the authors of Scrip-
ture used a term that was used to describe such things as 
a river during a time of 
drought, that is, lowly.  
(See Isaiah 57:15 for 
an example.)   

By the time the Book 
of Philippians was writ-
ten, the term did have 
meaning in terms of a 
character trait, but was 
typically only used in a 
derogatory sense.  But 
here is the most aston-
ishing thing, the char-
acter trait of humility, 
that which was looked 
down upon by the Ro-
mans and Greeks, was 
modeled for us by the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  You 
can see for yourself in  
Philippians 2:8 and Matthew 11:29.   

             Continued on the next page. 



Back to Philippians 
Friday, July 30: Read Matthew 11 

 (Philippians 2:3-4) (Continued) 

How could it not help prompt unity within a local church fel-
lowship to have the same kind of humility as modeled by 
our Lord?  So let’s follow that thought by asking, “What kind 
of actions might result from those who have humility?”  
They might regard others ahead of themselves.  They might 
think about the interests of others ahead of their own, 
demonstrating such things as compassion and pathos.            

Two closing thoughts to ponder: First, thinking of others 
ahead of yourself is to be the norm among Christians.  It is 
of course easy when everyone else is trying to do the same 
thing.  What makes it a challenge is when new converts 
come into a fellowship bringing a lot of baggage with them.  
It takes the enablement of the Holy Spirit to be humble 
when some of those around you are not.   

Second, thinking of the interests of others sounds nice, but 
is it practical?  Don’t we have responsibilities?  Where do 
you draw the line?  The question of the practicality, you will 
have to answer between you and the Lord.  But I would like 
to give you one very challenging example.  Do a web search 
of  C. T. Studd and see the kind of life he lived.  Look at 
how he dealt with his privileged position and future.  See 
how he gave his inheritance away except for a small portion 
he gave to his betrothed, who then turned around and gave 
it away.  He, and many like him, have allowed the Lord to 
accomplish great things simply because they looked first to 
the interests of others.   

We have the same call.   

 



 

 

 

 

“Some wish to live within the sound 

 of a Church or Chapel bell; 

I want to run a Rescue Shop,  

within a yard of hell.” 

C. T. Studd 
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