
Vistoso Community Church 

May 2021 
Daily Devotional 

http://www.icr.org/bible/Isaiah/55/11/?utm_source=phplist9170&utm_medium=email&utm_content=HTML&utm_campaign=December+2+-+The+Settled+Word


Foreword 
We start and end the month in Philippians, and then have a 
mix of Old and New Testament in between.  We begin a 
new reading in the New Testa-
ment this month in the book of 
Revelation—a book containing the 
promise of blessing for those who 
will read, hear, and heed what it 
has to say.   

Then we also continue working 
through Exodus—this month’s 
readings will give us a brief expo-
sure to the three codices of the 
Mosaic Law given to the Israelites 
at Mount Sinai.   

May God give you a blessed time 
of fellowship with Him as you meet Him in His Word. 

In His grace, 

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 



Return to Philippians 
Monday, May 3: Read Galatians 3  

(Note Philippians 1:10) 

In Friday’s discussion of Philippians 1:10, we did not  
discuss the day of Christ.  We will spend three pages today 
developing that topic:   

• Reference.  The day of Christ is a reference to the  
future evaluation of every believer. (Romans 14:12 and  

II Corinthians 5:10)  Making use of the terminology in 
these verses, this future 
evaluation is often referred 
to as the Judgment Seat of 
Christ. 

• Timing.  The time of this 
judgment is most likely after 
the rapture of the Church 
and before the Second 
Coming of Christ. The  
purpose of this judgment is  
related to rewards.  We 
know from Revelation 19:8 that believers have received 
a garment commensurate with rewards by the time of 
the Wedding Feast of the Lamb, just before Christ’s re-
turn.  Thus the assumption is that the Judgment Seat of 
Christ occurs right after the rapture.  

• Import.  What’s at stake for the believer at the  
Judgment Seat of Christ?  It is not condemnation for sin, 
for there is now no condemnation for the child of God. 
(Romans 8:1)  Instead, as I Corinthians 3:11-f makes clear, 
the stake for the believer is the issue of eternal rewards.  
These rewards are dependent upon the type of life that 
the believer built upon the foundation of Jesus Christ’s  
saving work.      

Continued on the next page. 



Return to Philippians 
Monday, May 3: Read Galatians 3

(Continued) (Note Philippians 1:10) 

Stated another way, by  
combining the truths in  
I Corinthians 3:14-15 and Mat-
thew 25:21, some believers are 
going to hear “Well done my 
good and faithful servant” and 
some are not!  Although we are 
not going to go any deeper into 
this at the moment, the Biblical 
truths associated with rewards 
are very important.  Scripture 
helps us to rightly understand 
the tension that exists between 
the ease with which a person 
can enter the family of God, 
and the demands of the Chris-
tian Way of Life.  

Some make a fruitful life the test of salvation.  Yet, the con-
cepts of I Corinthians 3:15, the many warning passages 
throughout Scripture, and the truth of eternal security all 
combine to make this approach untenable as it is salvation 
by works.  Let’s look at just one example in Ephesians from 
the many warning passages throughout the Scriptures:  

This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you 
should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles 

walk, in the futility of their mind. . .         Ephesians 4:17 

These passages are clearly directed toward believers and 
warn them not to do something.  In fact, in the Ephesians 
4:17 passage, the grammar indicates this is something  
believers are doing and they need to stop!  These warning  



Return to Philippians 
Monday, May 3: Read Galatians 3

(Continued) (Note Philippians 1:10) 

passages have no real meaning unless the threat of failing 
to live an upright life is real!   

On the other hand, a justification without subsequent 
works in the life is a negative testimony (James 2), a squan-
dering of what God has done and provided, and will lead to 
consequences at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  The Biblical 
truth of rewards can help us make sense of these truths.  
In short, we have a secure salvation, but how we live mat-
ters and will have consequences both in time (with respect 
to our relationship with God) and at the Judgment Seat of 
Christ.   

I would like to conclude with what perhaps may be a sur-
prising comment.  The concept of Biblical rewards, rightly 
understood, will lead to the reinforcement of grace!  Per-
haps your immediate response is, “That’s not true, because 
I am working for rewards.”  If you don’t see grace in the 
concept of rewards, then it is because you think of rewards 
as getting what you deserve.  Luke 17:7-10 is a very inter-
esting parable, which makes it clear that “what we de-
serve” for a life of obedience is nothing.  

After all, God is the Sovereign of the universe and we are 
His subjects.  Obedience is what we should do, nothing 
more, nothing less.  However, that is not the way God has 
set up His plan for His children.  Consider the following:  
God has given each of us spiritual gifts (Ephesians 4:7); He 
has planned deeds for us to do (Ephesians 2:10); and He 
then enables us with His Spirit (Romans 8:4).  He has decid-
ed to reward us for doing those things which He has 
planned, gifted, and enabled us to do. (II Timothy 4:7-8)  
He makes all the provision, and we receive the blessing— 
that’s grace!   We are loved by a truly awesome God! 



An Introduction to Revelation 
Tuesday, May 4: Read Revelation 21  

All too often we focus on the fantastic in Revelation, and 
completely miss its place in the Bible and in God’s storyline 
of redemption.  To correct this shortcoming we’ll begin our 
reading in Chapter 21, focusing on Verse 5:  

He who was seated on the throne said, “I am  
making everything new!”  Then He said, “Write this 
down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”  

Revelation describes the completion of a work that was 
promised back in the third chapter of the very first book of 
the Bible—Genesis.  Sometime in the past God did a new 
work when He created the angelic host, this material  
universe, and mankind.  But then the most beautiful  
creature ever to come from the hand of God, Lucifer 
(Ezekiel 28:12), rebelled and took a third of the angels with 
him (Revelation 12:4-9).  Lucifer, now Satan, sought to  
establish his own kingdom, but as a creature he does not 
have the ability to create his own subjects and kingdom, so 
he must co-opt others to follow him!  After recruiting a  
demon horde, he also deceived Eve, who in turn led Adam 
into sin.  Satan now had his subjects—the human race— 
and his headquarters—this world. (Colossians 1:13 and  

I John 5:19)  So what needs to be made new?  Mankind 
needs to be redeemed out of the dominion of Satan, and 
somehow have victory over the death that is now their lot.  
Romans 8:22 says that: 

. . .the whole creation has been groaning as in the 
pains of childbirth right up to the present time.  

Thus, creation needs to be made new!  Revelation isn’t  
really the end of the story.  It is, rather, documentation of 
God’s sovereign ability to set wrongs to right and a gate-
way into a glorious eternity!  It should be exciting and  
encouraging for us to study the Book of Revelation!  



An Introduction to Revelation 
Wednesday, May 5:  

Read Revelation 1:1-8 

After that introduction, we come back to a more conven-
tional start in Chapter 1.  But keep in mind that the entire 
book is moving toward God making things new!  Although 
today’s reading is short, there is much we need to note:   

• Interaction with this 
book has blessings as-
sociated with it.  Spe-
cifically, Blessed is the 
one who reads, hears, 
and takes to heart 
what is contained in 
the Book of Revelation.   
Why do you suppose 
there is a promise of 
blessing?  Verse 1 tells 
us.  This is information 
from God, given to  
Jesus, via messenger 
to John, and then to us 
as a permanent part of 
the Canon of Scripture.   
Do you think it fair to 
say that whenever we read, hear, and respond to reve-
lation from God, there is a blessing to be had?  Of 
course! 

• Verse 4 reveals the subject matter of the first three 
chapters—a message to seven local churches in what 
was known as Asia Minor at the time (modern day  
Turkey).   



An Introduction to Revelation 
Wednesday, May 5:  

Read Revelation 1:1-8 (Continued) 

I am the Alpha and the Omega. . .Who is, and Who 
was, and Who is to come, the Almighty.   

Further, Jesus:  

. . .is the head of the body, the Church; He is the  
Beginning and the Firstborn from among the dead, 
so that in everything He might have the supremacy.  
            Colossians 1:18 



An Introduction to Revelation 
Thursday, May 6:  

Read Revelation 1:9-20 

The seven stars are the angels of the seven  
churches. . .             Revelation 1:20   

To the angel of the church in Ephesus, write. . . 
                   Revelation 2:1    



An Introduction to Revelation 
Thursday, May 6:  

Read Revelation 1:9-20 (Continued) 



An Introduction to Revelation 
Friday, May 7: Read Revelation 2:1-7 

 You have forsaken your first Love.      Revelation 2:4 



An Introduction to Revelation 
Friday, May 7: Read Revelation 2:1-7 

(Continued) 

. . .apart from Me you can do nothing!            John 15:5 



An Introduction to Revelation 
Monday, May 10:  

Read Revelation 2:8-17 



An Introduction to Revelation 
Monday, May 10:  

Read Revelation 2:8-17 (Continued) 



An Introduction to Revelation 
Tuesday, May 11:  

Read Revelation 2:18-29 

We should not commit sexual immorality, as some of 
them did—and in one day twenty-three thousand of 
them died.               I Corinthians 10:8 



Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, May 12: Read Exodus 16 

In the desert the whole community grumbled against 
Moses and Aaron.                Exodus 16:2 



Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, May 12: Read Exodus 16

(Continued) 



Return to Exodus 
Thursday, May 13: Read Exodus 17 

In yesterday’s reading the Israelites found themselves in 
the Desert of Sin without food.  Today they are encamped 
at Rephidim:  

. . .but there was no water for the people to drink.  
                  Exodus 17:1  

How did the people handle this trial?  Before answering, do 
the Israelites have enough history to trust the faithfulness 
and capability of their God to know that He can provide?  
Of course they do!  In fact, He just provided food in the 
last chapter, so shouldn’t they have been able to make the 
application that He could meet this no-water situation as 
well?  Of course!  I remind you: 

Without faith it is impossible to please God. . . 
               Hebrews 11:6 

I think we can also state the opposite: unbelief on the part 
of God’s people is displeasing to our God.  In fact, at the 
coming disaster on the borders of the Promised Land, 
where God sends the people off for another 39 years of 
wandering, listen to the reason behind their discipline: 

The Lord said to Moses, “How long will these people 
treat me with contempt?  How long will they refuse 
to believe in Me in spite of all the miraculous signs I 
have performed among them?  I will strike them 
down. . .”            Numbers 14:11-12  

Did you catch it?  The signs were facts that God expected 
to prompt faith on the part of His people.  The realization 
that they still did not have faith, after much repetition, 
greatly displeased Him!  So, let me add a second principle 
to what we learned yesterday.  I call this the three-
dimensions of faith: magnitude, circumstances, and time. 
     



Return to Exodus 
Thursday, May 13: Read Exodus 17

(Continued) 

We tend to wish that we had more faith or larger faith 
(magnitude).  Actually, that is not our problem as Matthew 
17:20 makes clear.  Our faith need only be the size of a 
mustard seed.  Rather, we need to trust God across the 
breadth of circumstances that we face daily.  Sometimes we 
act is if we should trust God with spiritual matters, but not 
at the workplace or the doctor’s office.  On the contrary:  

But My righteous one will live by faith.    Hebrews 10:38 

That means that we are to trust Him all the time and every 
step of the way.  We need to learn to turn to Him first.  
Don’t worry about the size of your faith, the Holy Spirit will 
help with that.  Instead, think about trusting the Lord 
through thick and thin—in all circumstances and through all 
of our time on earth!  



Return to Exodus 
Friday, May 14: Read Exodus 18 

Several important 
things to note in to-
day’s reading.  First, 
Moses is reunited with 
his wife and two chil-
dren.  That must have 
been a wonderful  
reunion for Him after 
all that had occurred.  

Second, it would cer-
tainly seem that Jeth-
ro, the father-in-law 
of Moses, is likely a 
believer.  Not only 
does he have some 
powerful things to say, but his burnt offering is accepted 
and he is welcomed into fellowship by the elders of Israel.   

Did Moses evangelize him years earlier, or did Moses find 
refuge in the home of a believer when he escaped Egypt? 
The answers are unknown, but here is what I really want 
you to think about today.  Jethro watches how Moses is 
practicing leadership among the people, and his summary 
of the situation is: 

The thing that you do is not good.  Both you and 
these people who are with you will surely wear your-
selves out.  For this thing is too much for you; you 
are not able to perform it by yourself.  
               Exodus 18:17-18 

In short, Moses had taken too much upon himself.  So 
Jethro lays out a very reasonable plan to share the load.  
Moses, to his credit, accepts and implements the plan. 



Return to Exodus 
Friday, May 14: Read Exodus 18 

(Continued) 

Here is a New Testament parallel—something we should be 
doing in our fellowship.  In II Timothy 2:2, Paul says to his 
protege Timothy: 

. . . the things you have heard me say in the presence 
of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will 
also be qualified to teach others.   

Several things to note from this passage:   

• This is four generations of teacher/student: Paul to Tim-
othy to reliable men to others.  This is how the  
Christian faith continues—person to person.   

• Notice how the entire teaching load is not to fall to one 
person—even one as gifted as a Paul or a Timothy.  As 
pastor, I should be teaching others who, as they  
advance, in turn begin to mentor those who follow.  We 
have some of this going on in our fellowship—but I 
think we should have more!   

• One key thing to make this work—the humility of a  
Moses to receive good instruction.  No prima donnas in 
the fellowship—not the pastor and not anyone else!  



Return to Exodus 
Monday, May 17: Read Exodus 19 

The fledgling nation of Israel has arrived at Sinai, and they 
are going to be there for a while.  Further, God is going to 
initiate an entirely new way for His people to relate to Him 
by giving them the Mosaic Law, the Aaronic Priesthood, and 
instructions for building an earthly Tabernacle.   

We will read about these things in the days to come, but for 
now let me point out a few things:   

• Picture two million or more people, camped in front of 
Mount Sinai, expectantly waiting for God to provide  
revelation.   

• This agreement that God is going to make with His  
people is conditional in nature, unlike the Abrahamic 
Covenant which was unconditional:   

Now if you obey Me fully and keep My covenant, then 
out of all the nations you will be My treasured  
possession.            Exodus 19:5  

• Note how the people responded:  

We will do everything the Lord 
has said.                   Exodus 19:8 

Knowing human nature, how 
well do you think they are going 
to do at keeping their promise?  
If you recall the golden calf of  
Exodus 32, then you know it did 
not take long before a break-
down occurred!  God’s people 
can be very fickle.  They should 
know better than to make prom-
ises of personal faithfulness!   



Return to Exodus 
Monday, May 17: Read Exodus 19 

(Continued) 

• Notice in Verse 13 how God makes provision for His  
people to come into His presence, but only on His 
terms:   

“Only when the ram’s horn sounds a long blast may 
they (the people) go up to the mountain.”  

This will come into play in the chapters ahead, so keep 
it in mind.   

Chapter 19 ends with Moses taking Aaron with him to meet 
the Lord on Mount Sinai.  God has something to reveal to 
them.  Actually, God has many things to reveal to them, 
starting with the Decalogue, as we’ll learn in tomorrow’s 
reading.   



Return to Exodus 
Tuesday, May 18: Read Exodus 20 

Exodus 20 contains what is commonly referred to as The 
Decalogue or the Ten Commandments.  God’s intent for 
these Ten Commandments was that every single person 
exposed to them would become acutely aware that they 
were a sinner in need of a Savior!  Let me show you from 
the Scriptures:   

. . .no one will be declared righteous in His sight by 
observing the law; rather, through the law we  
become conscious of sin.         Romans 3:20   

I would not have known what sin was except 
through the law.             Romans 7:7   

What then was the purpose of the law?  It was  
added because of transgressions. . .     Galatians 3:19   

In short, no one can live up to the demands of this ten item 
list.  We can try, and live better lives for it, but we will still 
fall short.  This falling short is meant to lead us to our Sav-
ior, the Lord Jesus Christ.  Again, let the Scriptures speak 
to this being the correct understanding:   

So the Law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that 
we might be justified by faith.           Galatians 3:24   

How is it that we are justified—declared righteous—before 
a Holy God?  It is not by law-keeping, but by faith:   

But now the righteousness of God apart from the law 
is revealed. . .even the righteousness of God, through 
faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe.    
                Romans 3:21-22   

The righteousness of God—to all and on all who believe—is 
the righteousness we need.  The Law proves our need is 
desperate and faith in our blessed Savior meets our desper-
ate need.  We need a righteous standing that will withstand 
the scrutiny of a Holy God, as we’ll learn more about in  
tomorrow’s reading.   



Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, May 19:  
Skim Exodus 21-24 

You can, of course, read these chapters in detail, but since 
you may never have read them before, I want to try to give 
you the big picture.  You see the Mosaic Law actually con-
sisted of three parts or codices: 

1. As we have seen,  
Codex #1 was the 
moral code of the 
Ten Command-
ments contained in 
Exodus 20.  It’s pur-
pose was to demon-
strate to every indi-
vidual that he or 
she is a sinner.   

2. Codex #2 is the  
social code and is  
primarily found in today’s reading.  It describes how 
people were to live and get along in the social structure 
of national Israel.  Although it does not apply to other 
nations, it can be very instructive.   

3. Codex #3, which we discuss tomorrow, is the Spiritual 
code. 

Let’s look a little further at how Codex #2, although meant 
specifically for Israel, can be instructive for us.  For exam-
ple, it speaks extensively of personal property rights.  It is 
not possible to reconcile socialism or communism with the 
divinely-mandated social structure of Israel.  That leads me 
to believe that socialism or communism is not going to work 
out well for other nations either—and to date neither has.  

Continued on the next page. 



Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, May 19:  

Skim Exodus 21-24 (Continued) 

Again, I am not suggesting that we try to force the social 
code of the Mosaic Law upon our nation or any other.  But 
Codex #2 can certainly be very instructive when it comes to 
things like personal responsibility, God’s view of injustice, 
maintaining personal integrity, how society should treat the 
most vulnerable, and many other areas intended to promote 
a functional society.   

It is not too difficult to trace some of the problems we are 
facing as a nation to our past deviation from the principles 
for a functional society that God gave to Israel.  Again, this 
is not to say we should implement Codex #2 of the Mosaic 
Law; rather, it is to strongly suggest that:  

Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to 
any people.                   Proverbs 14:34    

What better place to begin looking for how a righteous  
nation behaves than in God’s directives to His chosen  
people, the nation of Israel? 

 



Return to Exodus 
Thursday, May 20: Skim Exodus 25-31 

This is another quick read which you can study in more  
detail as you wish.  In these chapters, we have Codex #3 
to the Mosaic Law, the spiritual code!  This portion of the 
Law directed the spiritual worship of the people and that 
pointed directly to the coming Messiah, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Codex #3 points to the coming Messiah through 
the use of type.  In case you are not familiar with the  
theological use of the term type, let me give you a helpful 
definition:   

A type is a shadow cast on the pages of Old  
Testament history by a truth whose full embodiment 
or antitype is found in the New Testament revelation. 
               Wick Broomall   

For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. 
                I Corinthians 5:7   

Make this tabernacle. . .exactly like the pattern I will 
show you. 

God is very firm about the details—why?        

             Continued on the next page. 



Return to Exodus 
Thursday, May 20: Skim Exodus 25-31 

(Continued) 

One answer can be found in the ninth chapter of Hebrews.  
Consider these two passages:   

When Christ came as High Priest of the good things 
that are already here, He went through the greater 
and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, 
that is to say, not a part of this creation.  Hebrews 9:11   

For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that 
was only a copy of the true one; He entered heaven 
itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence.    
             Hebrews 9:24   

The earthly tabernacle was a type of heaven, and God 
wanted the type to properly foreshadow the real thing.   
Jesus Christ, through the offering of Himself, opened the 
way into God’s presence for believing mankind—not in the 
earthly tabernacle, but in heaven itself!  How wonderful for 
the Jews to have a picture of this throughout their history, 
and how sad that they missed the fulfillment in the person 
of Jesus!   



Return to Philippians 
Friday, May 21: Read Galatians 4  

Highlight Philippians 1:11 

As a reminder, when we study Philippians we focus on 
interpreting a verse or passage, sometimes for several 
days.  As a result, we have reading assignments in 
other parts of the Bible to augment our understanding 
of the passage we are studying.  Today we begin  
several days of lessons on Philippians 1:11. 

Philippians 1:11 is one of the key verses in the book  
because of the essential nature of the context:   

. . .being filled with the fruits of righteousness  
which are  by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of 
God.  

Let me remind you one more time that in Philippians 1,  
Paul encourages the Philippians with what should be a set-
tled matter in the mind of every Christian.  His message is  
that God is at work in each life and each life should be lived 
such that, when held to the standard of God’s holiness, it is 
without blemish or spot.  Verse 11 now brings us to the con-
clusion of this flow of ideas.   

For the sake of clarity, I would like to break the verse down 
into three pieces over the next several days beginning today 
with: 

    . . .being filled with the fruits of righteousness. . .     

It is God’s expectation that we should be filled with the 
fruits of righteousness.  The Greek word translated being 
filled is to complete that which is lacking or to fill a  
deficiency. The best interpretation of fruits of righteousness 
is to consider the fruit to be the result of a believer’s right-
eous standing in Christ.   
             Continued on the next page. 



Return to Philippians 
Friday, May 21: Read Galatians 4  

Highlight Philippians 1:11 (Continued) 

This requires us to briefly review the Biblical concept of  
imputed righteousness. 

• Every believer, at the moment of faith in Christ, receives 
the imputation of God’s righteousness! (Romans 3:21-f,  

II Corinthians 5:21)     

• The truth of imputed righteousness awakens us to the 
fact that God’s plan of salvation did not stop at the  
payment for sin, but continued on to justification.   

It continues to justification  
because to enter into the pres-
ence of a holy, righteous God, 
and to spend forever with Him, 
requires two things, as  
pictured in the diagram.   

• First, the work of Christ on 
the cross took care of the 
debit (sin) side of the ledger.   

• Second, the imputation of Christ’s righteousness provides 
what we need on the credit side of the ledger (+R).   

So the connection with Verse 11 is that God wants fruit in 
keeping with our standing in Christ.  Here is one way to 
think it through: Start with the fruit of the Spirit listed in  
Galatians 5:22, move to other listings of character such as 
those found in Colossians 3:12, and then consider the acts 
of righteousness listed in Revelation 19:8.   

Let me leave you with one final thought on this subject.  
There is a difference between the fruit associated with our 
imputed righteousness from God and the good deeds that 
can be done in the flesh. 



Return to Philippians 
Monday, May 24: Read Galatians 5 

Highlight Philippians 1:11  

We have seen that God has imputed His righteousness to 
us and it is a fundamental expectation of the Christian Life 
that we produce fruit compatible with that righteousness!  I 
know exactly what every well-meaning Christian will do as 
the truth of God’s expectation of fruitful service is under-
stood.  They will try their best to be obedient.  But let’s 
look again at our text in Philippians 1:11 and other support-
ing text over the next three pages: 

being filled with the fruits of righteousness 

(God’s expectation)                  

which are by Jesus Christ,  

(the grace means) 

to the glory and praise of God. 

(the ultimate result) 

At this point I need to be very clear, so let me do so by 
getting your attention.  Consider I Corinthians 3:12-13: 

Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold,  
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one’s 
work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, 
because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will 
test each one’s work, of what sort it is.  

There is no legitimate service—that is gold, silver and  
precious stones—apart from that done through Jesus 
Christ.  In grace, God has provided a means to live the 
Christian Way of Life, and nothing else is acceptable to 
Him!  This no doubt seems strange to many.  But, as is 
typical, everything about the Christian Way of Life is unnat-
ural  to those who bring with them a human viewpoint.  It 
takes time and study to become familiar with, and accus-
tomed to, seeing things from God’s perspective.   

         Continued on the next page. 



Return to Philippians 
Monday, May 24: Read Galatians 5  

Highlight Philippians 1:11 (Continued) 

Let me try to make the plan of God clear by looking at three 
chapters in the book of Romans.  Romans Chapter 6 un-
yieldingly states one aspect of the Christian Life: We are not 
to continue in sin, even for the purpose of manifesting the 
grace of God.  In fact, it lays out the principle that we have 
died to sin! (Romans 6:2-3) The chapter continues by devel-
oping an amazing truth. Not only did Christ pay the penalty 

for our sin through his 
death on the cross  
(I Peter 2:24), but He 
also identified us with 
His death so that the 
power  of sin might be  
broken (Romans 6:6).  

In other words, the 
cross of Christ is our 
cross!  At this point, 
we can say, Hallelujah! 

and go about being obedient to the requirements of God’s 
Word.   

As we do, we will come face to face with the problem so 
eloquently described in Romans Chapter 7: 

For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I 
do. . . I know that nothing good lives in me,  that is, 
in my sinful nature.  For I have the desire to do what 
is good, but I cannot carry it out.        Romans 7:19 

You see, the cross broke the power of our sinful nature, but 
it didn’t eradicate it.  Therefore, if we treat the Christian Life 
like a program to change self, then we are, in essence, try-
ing to rehabilitate the sin nature.  Not only is it impossible 



Return to Philippians 
Monday, May 24: Read Galatians 5  

Highlight Philippians 1:11 (Continued) 

to rehabilitate the sin nature, but God has already rejected 
improving self through personal effort.  That is why the 
cross was necessary.   

There is no other way for us to lead the life God wants us 
to lead than to set aside 
self and turn to His pro-
vision.  What is the pro-
vision of God?  It jumps 
right out at us as we 
continue our progression 
through the book of  
Romans.  Chapter 8:1-4 
tells us that: 

 . . .the righteous requirements of the law might be 
fully met in us, who do not live according to the  
sinful nature, but according to the Spirit.    Romans 8:4 

In summary, God’s provision to live the Christian Way of 
Life begins with breaking the power of the sin nature 
through our identification with the death and burial of Jesus 
Christ.  The ministry of the Spirit is not to rehabilitate self, 
but to hold it in the place of crucifixion.  

What’s more, we have also been identified with the resur-
rection of Christ.  In fact, we are to consider ourselves alive 
unto God, as new creatures in Christ. (Romans 6:11)   

Furthermore, the role of the Holy Spirit is to minister to this 
new life that we might produce fruit compatible with our 
imputed righteousness.   

This brings us right back to Philippians 1:11—being filled 
with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ. 
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What we have been investigating is both important enough 
and comprehensive enough that we should try to draw it all 
together in these three pages.  Christ’s work on the cross 
sets us free from the penalty of sin, while our identification 
with his death and burial is the means God has provided to 
free us from the power of sin.  What remains is for the 
Spirit to manifest the new life through us, which will lead to 
the manifestation of the fruit of imputed righteousness in 
our lives through Jesus Christ.  This is what Philippians 1:11 
is all about.    

. . .being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which 
are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

Thus, the many passages we typically interpret as a work-
list for the believer are instead meant to be descriptive of 
the new life which God intends to work in us.   

An Example from Colossians 

Consider, for example, Colossians 3:12:   

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly 
loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience. . .   

If our hearts are sensitive, it is easy to respond by trying 
our best to become more compassionate, kind, humble, 
and so on.  It is always a mistake for Christians to try to 
force themselves to become better.  This is just another 
attempt to change self, and self (the old nature) is incura-
bly corrupt.  The passage itself contains a clue as to how 
we are to accomplish these things, and the context con-
nects with what we have discussed in Romans 6-8.   

Notice, the passage says to clothe ourselves with these 
things.  The word clothe is used as a synonym for the new  
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life.  In other words, look to the 
new life in Christ for the mani-
festation of these qualities.  The 
context in Colossians 3 makes 
this truth clearer:  

• Verses 3-4 remind us that 
Christ is our life: 

For you died, and your life is 
hidden with Christ in God. 
When Christ, who is your life 
appears, then you also will  
appear with Him in glory.  

• Verse 5 reminds us to put to 
death the acts of the sinful  
nature, that is consider our-
selves dead to sin: 

Therefore put to death your members which are on 
the earth: fornication, uncleanness,  passion, evil  
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.  

• Verses 9-10 describe the truths of Romans 6 using an 
analogy related to clothing, that is to put off  the old  
nature and put on  the new life:   

Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the 
old man with his deeds, and have put on the new man 
who is renewed in knowledge according to the image  
of Him who created him.  

So then, our passage in Colossians 3:12, naturally flows as 
the outworking of the new life.  

             Continued on the next page. 
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An Application Analogy 

When you come to any of the Scriptural lists of character or 
behavior qualities—those lists that sound so good but are 
so difficult to permanently weave into your life—here is how 
I suggest that you treat them:   

• Consider these qualities like a musical score that  
describes what the new life is like.  Our first job as  
believers is to become as familiar as possible with the 
music of the new life.     

• As we become thoroughly familiar with the tune, we can 
shift to trusting in God’s ability to work in us (Philippians 

1:6) and the enabling ministry of the Holy Spirit (Romans 

8:4).  As we are led, we can begin to hum along, that is 
to naturally work the fruits of character into our lives.   

• As we grow in our ability to trust in the finished work of 
the cross, nullifying the old man and becoming increas-
ingly dependent upon the Spirit working the qualities of 
the Christ-life within, we will ever-more manifest the 
fruit of righteousness as we become conformed to the 
likeness of our Savior.   

God provides the means!  We depend upon Him in faith 
and receive the blessing.  That is grace! 
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In our study of Philippians 1:11, we have been discussing 
the means by which we are to live the Christian Way of 
Life, a grace provision of God.  We will continue to  
reinforce this essential topic for one more day.  Let’s recap 
and then move on to a point of application.   

A Recap of Our Lessons 

We can attempt to live a life that is pleasing to God in one 
of two ways:   

• Man’s way, which is to focus all one’s energies upon im-
proving self, trying to conform to what a Christian is sup-
posed to be.  We might call this the religious  approach.   

• God’s way, which is to recognize self as incurably  
corrupt!  The only way to deal with such an influence is 
to set it aside.  This is what God did at the cross when 
our old nature was crucified with Christ. (Romans 6:6)   

The power of the old man was broken and now we are to 
walk in newness of life, the life of Christ to whom the Holy 
Spirit ministers. (See Galatians 2:20 and Romans 8:4.)  So 
where does that leave us?  It leaves us in a situation that 
requires our total dependence upon the provision of God: 
the crucifixion of the old, and the Spirit-enabled new 
(Romans 6:11), until we are one day liberated completely 
from the sin nature’s presence (Philippians 3:21).   

Point of Application 

One way to better understand this issue is to realize there 
is both a direct and an indirect approach to living the Chris-
tian Way of Life.  Consider John 14:15,23:   

If you love Me, you will obey what I command. . .If 
anyone loves Me, he will obey My teaching.  

Continued on the next page. 
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After reading these verses, spoken by Jesus, what would 
the direct  approach look like?  We might make a listing of 
the commands of Jesus, catalogue His teaching, and then 
do our best to be obedient.  Failure would only lead to a 
redoubled effort in order to force  obedience.   

How about the indirect approach?  Let’s apply what we 
have just learned about God’s provision to produce the fruit 
of righteousness through Jesus Christ.  To begin, we would 
recognize that obedience to the commands of Jesus is  
descriptive of the new life in Christ.  Any failure is to fall 
short of what God intends for us as His children.  However, 
it is also to realize that we do not have the ability, within  
ourselves, to force obedience.  In fact, there is a conflict 
warring inside each believer between the desires of self and 
the desires of the Spirit. (Galatians 5:17)   

The role of the believer is to walk by faith: faith in the  
provision of the cross to break the power of the sin nature 
and faith in the Spirit-enabled new life to achieve what God  
desires.  That is the indirect approach—God working 
through us.  He both directs and enables His call on our 
lives.  Even when our struggles with the sin nature cause us 
to doubt the truth of Romans 6:6, our calling is always the 
same—to labor to reach that point where we are resting in 
the truths of the Word of God.   

This is going to take time, repetition, and further develop-
ment.  We will have the opportunity to investigate this fur-
ther when we reach Philippians 2:12-16.  In the meantime, 
use the summary truth of Philippians 1:11 as a starting 
point to meditate upon the truths of Romans Chapters 6-8. 
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We are ready to take a look at the final phrase in Verse 11 
of the first chapter of Philippians. 

. . .being filled with the fruits of righteousness 
(God’s expectation) 

Which are by Jesus Christ, 
(the grace means) 

to the glory and praise of God. 

(the ultimate result) 

To give glory to God  is a phrase that Christians all too  
easily tack onto the end of almost everything, without really 
thinking about what it means.  The word glory has three 
basic meanings: radiance (the giving off of light),  splendor 
(weightiness), and fame and honor.  To give glory is, there-
fore, to ascribe honor and magnificence to another.  

This brings us to an 
immediate question: 
How is it that Verse 11 
concludes with glory 
and praise being given 
to God?  The answer is 
straightforward.  When 
it is Jesus Christ who 
works in the life of a 
believer, resulting in 
fruit compatible with 
the righteousness He has given to us, God gets the credit. 
God get the glory.         

          Continued on the next page 
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In essence, our lives point to Him because His righteous-
ness is the standard and He is the means by which we pro-
duce fruit. Thus, the credit for any production in our lives 
belongs to Him!   

Although just a few words, the final portion of Verse 11 
shows us that it is an essential aspect of the Christian Way 
of Life that our lives give praise and glory to God.  The 
Christian Way of Life can be described as a call to grow in 
grace and knowledge, to serve as the Lord first served us, 
and thus live a life of practical worship.  In other words, 
our lives are to be a testimony to what God can do in the 
lives of believers.  In this way, we give glory to God, which 
brings us back to our passage in Philippians 1:11.   

As believers, we each have a choice to make.  Will we  
follow the example of our Lord and choose to serve,  
developing a dependent relationship with our Savior and 
appropriating what God has provided to accomplish His 
plan for our lives?  Or, will we follow the pattern of Satan, 
who thought service in God’s kingdom beneath him and 
acted independently of the will of God in a vain effort to 
achieve his own glory?    

Far too often man’s attitude matches the words Milton as-
cribed to Satan, “It is better to rule in hell than serve in 
heaven!”  Balance this against the words of the psalmist: 

One day in your courts is better than a thousand 
elsewhere.               Psalm 84:10    

Why set yourself up against God?  He will not share His 
glory with another.  On the other hand, we will receive 
blessing for ascribing honor and majesty to the sovereign 
Loving Power of this universe. 
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Let’s begin by taking a closer look at Philippians 1:12: 

Now I want you to know,  
brothers, that what has hap-

pened to (against) me has  

really (instead) served to ad-

vance (further against obsta-

cles) the Gospel.   

Paul is in a difficult situation.  He 
is most likely a prisoner of Nero 
in Rome.  He has been under 
arrest for many months and has 
already experienced a great deal 
of physical suffering and emo-
tional stress during what we 
might consider the appeals process that has finally landed 
him in Rome.  The Philippians have heard of his difficulties, 
they fear for Paul’s life and are discouraged about the  
termination of his ministry.   

Paul wants to update the Philippian church on the real  situa-
tion.  I added a few clarifying comments, after studying the 
Greek text, to make sure we grasp Paul’s intent in this verse: 

• Certainly, there are physical and spiritual forces that have 
come against  Paul.  However, the expected outcome of 
hindering the Gospel message has not occurred.   

• Instead, these things have advanced the Gospel against 
obstacles to be sure, but an advancement nonetheless.   

In Verses 13-14, Paul gives two examples of how the Gos-
pel has been furthered, first outside of the Christian com-
munity and then within.  Let’s understand how this works. 

Continued on the next page 
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First, the principle of Romans 8:28 just leaps off the page:   

And we know that all things work together for good 
to those who love God, to those who are the called 
according to His purpose. 

This is a down-to-earth example of a principle that has been 
demonstrated from the book of Genesis (think of Joseph) to 
the Book of Revelation.  God can cause all things, including 
the evil intent of man, to work together for good.  

Second, it is essential that we realize this is true, not only 
with respect to the purposes of God, but also within the life 
of the individual believer.  Specifically, God is at work, using 
circumstances, to conform us to the image of His Son!  To 
see this, we must couple Romans 8:28 with Verse 29:   

For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might 
be the firstborn among many brethren.  

Third, part of what is going on in our lives is God working 
through circumstances towards a good end.  I am thinking 
of some of the tragedies that have occurred not only in the  
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lives of those within our fellowship, but also in the lives of 
the missionaries with whom we have contact.  These  
tragedies are not outside of the control of God, instead they 
are the result of living in a world in rebellion against God.  
But, our great God can turn tragedies around and use them 
to accomplish His good purposes! 

Finally, do you want to be like Christ?  This is a pretty easy  
question.  Of course we all do!  However, here is a more  
difficult question.  Do you think you can personally develop 
godly character and dependence upon God?  That is, can 
any one of us become more like Christ, apart from the pres-
ence of personal trials and struggles?  

This is a much more difficult question to answer honestly 
because of the ramifications.  If we answer yes, if we 
choose Christ-likeness apart from trials, then we can’t  
possibly understand perseverance or how to rest  in the 
promises of God.  If our answer is no, then we have to 
acknowledge that trials and difficulties are a necessary part 
of God’s plan of development for each one of us. These  
trials will ultimately be a blessing.   

It is a very difficult thing to choose trials or at least agree 
with God that trials are a necessary part of our develop-
ment.  Thankfully, they are in His keeping as to time and 
type.  Further, through our trials He will never forsake us 
nor allow us to be tested beyond what we can bear.   

Remember, we do not have to force things to work together 
for good.  That is God’s job.  Our job is simply to “fix our 
eyes upon Jesus” (Hebrews 12:1-2) and let God work out the 
details.  
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As we saw in our previous lesson, far from shutting down 
his ministry, Paul declares that his situation has led to the  
furtherance of the Gospel.  Philippians 1:13 gives us an ex-
ample outside of the Chris-
tian community and Verse 
14 gives us an example 
within.  Consider first 
Verse 13:  

As a result, it has  
become clear through-
out the whole palace 
guard and to everyone 
else that I am in chains 
for Christ.   

Everyone knows it is not 
criminal or subversive  
behavior for which Paul is under arrest, but instead it is for 
the cause of Christ. The palace guard is literally the Praeto-
rian, which refers to an elite special guard.  If Paul is in 
Rome, this is a reference to Emperor Nero’s personal guard, 
which numbered 9,000 men.  Although it is unclear how this 
entire number could personally have known about Paul,  but 
what is clear is that Paul took every opportunity to share 
the Gospel with those assigned to guard him.  No doubt the 
word about the interesting  religious leader under arrest 
spread quickly within this close-knit community.   

Now, consider Verse 14:  

Because of my chains, most of the brothers in the 
Lord have been encouraged to speak the word of God  
more courageously and fearlessly.   
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We see the result of Paul’s imprisonment within the Chris-
tian community.  The word encouraged  is in the perfect 
tense while the verb for speaking is in the present.  What 
this tells us is that many of the believers were first convict-
ed by Paul’s example and then took ongoing action to pro-
claim the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Both the words coura-
geously and fearlessly express how these believers acted 
within the hostile environment of Rome.   

Now, how can we apply these truths? 

• First, notice how you do not hear a word about Paul’s  
personal rights or personal convenience.  He has  
subordinated those to the advancement of the Gospel.   
Perhaps we too need to focus on the effects of what God 
is about rather than the details about which we are so 
often prone to complain.   

• Second, we can take this 
a step further by asking 
the question: Is it clear 
to our own Praetorian 
Guard, those in our daily 
periphery, that we are 
focused on advancing 
the cause of Christ?  
When we trust God to 
“work all things together 
for good” in the midst of 
difficult circumstances, it 
provides a powerful testimony to those watching.   

Continued on the next page. 
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• Third, is it worth it personally, and in terms of our testi-
mony, to trust God?  Of course it is!  See II Timothy 4:7-
8 as an example of it being worth it personally.  

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith.  Now there is in store for 
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and 
not only to me, but also to all who have longed for 
his appearing. 

Then let’s peek ahead to Philippians 4:21-22 to see the 
worth of maintaining our testimony in the face of difficul-
ties:  

The brothers who are with me send greetings.  All 
the saints send you greetings, especially those who  
belong to Caesar’s household.   

How is it that members of Caesar’s household—Nero’s 
household—had become members of the household of 
faith?  Could it be that God used the faithfulness of Paul 
in the face of trials to accomplish His purposes?   

What better outcome for our trials than that our faithfulness 
would also result in others becoming members of the family 
of God! 
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