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By wisdom a house is built, and through 
understanding it is established; 

through knowledge its rooms are filled 
with rare and beautiful treasures. 

Proverbs 24:3 



Foreword 
This month we will find ourselves reading in I Corinthians, 
Jeremiah, and a bit of Hebrews.  In terms of content, that 
would mean we should expect 
guidance to avoid the carnality 
of the church in Corinth, turn 
from the idolatry of Israel  
during the time of Jeremiah, 
and resist the unbelief of the 
Hebrew Christians to whom the 
Book of Hebrews is addressed.   

God has preserved in writing for 
us everything we need to avoid 
the snares and pitfalls of this 
world.  At the same time, He 
has provided a roadmap for 
how to live a Christian Life that will glorify our Savior and 
bring blessing to us.  We do well to pay close attention.   

God bless you in the study of His Word.  

In His grace,  

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either  
the NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 



I Corinthians Flashbacks 
Monday, May 2: Read I Corinthians 14 

Once again we have seen an example of carnality among 
the Corinthians reinforcing the concept that it is very 
much possible for a group of believers to be carnal.  This 
time they have created a system of one upmanship over 
gifts.  They are asking Paul to settle the issue of which 
gift is best.  They are also guilty of trying to measure 
one’s spirituality by the identity of one’s gift.  They are, in 
essence, saying, “I have this particular gift, and that 
makes me more spiritual!”   

In particular, they have promoted the visible and spectac-
ular gifts.  We know this because the gift of tongues is 
specifically mentioned 21 times in these few chapters and 
nowhere else in Paul’s letters.  Prophecy is mentioned 20 
times and only infrequently elsewhere. 

            Continued on the next page. 



I Corinthians Flashbacks 
Monday, May 2: Read I Corinthians 14

(Continued)   

You might also take note that, in their carnality, the Corin-
thians are not squabbling over the gifts of helps, mercies, 
and encouragement.  So let’s continue where we left off. 

Big Picture View of I Corinthians 12-14: Point 2 
The second point is that we can learn from the squabbling 
that has been going on in Corinth, because it helps us to 
identify the natural tendencies of the flesh that we might 
avoid them!  This is so important for us as a local fellow-
ship, for, as you can imagine, this kind of internal one up-
manship is not going to be very attractive to lost people.  
We all have spiritual gifts. (I Corinthians 12:7)  

Big Picture View of I Corinthians 12-14: Point 3 
The third point is some pitfalls to avoid regarding gifts:  

· To place a premium on one gift over another is to have 
falsely elevated the gift. 

· To equate spirituality with giftedness is to have falsely 
elevated the recipient of the gift. 

· To focus on the gift is  
   to have lost sight of its  
   purpose.   

Focusing on a gift is to 
have treated that gift as 
an individual matter  
rather than a corporate 
matter.  Every gift is  
given for the common 
good. You can see how 
applicable Paul’s guid-
ance is to us in our day. 



I Corinthians Flashbacks 
Tuesday, May 3: Read I Corinthians 13 

One more point to make in terms of the big picture. 

Big Picture View of I Corinthians 12-14: Point 4 

The fourth point is that Paul does not directly address the 
questions raised by the Corinthians.  Rather, he lays down 
a very principle-centered approach to spirituality.  To real-
ize just how principle-centered it is, consider again today’s 
Scripture reading.   

You have heard I Corinthians 13 read at so many wed-
dings that you probably have come to think it has some-
thing to do with weddings.  In context, the chapter is 
dealing with the greatest of character qualities—one that 
places a premium on self-sacrifice.  It is a character quali-
ty that should be sought after by the Corinthians instead 
of their seeking to exalt themselves by means of twisting 
the true purpose of spiritual gifts.   

We need to take exactly the same approach that Paul is 
advocating.  Let me give you a simple example.  The first 
thing everyone wants to know when the topic of spiritual 
gifts comes up is: “What is my spiritual gift?”  Now I am 
not saying there is anything wrong with wanting to recog-
nize your spiritual gifting, but focusing on that is the first 
step down the wrong path!  How about instead, “I am not 
sure what my spiritual gift is, I’ll just serve the Lord in 
whatever way I can.” 

I can guarantee that if a Christian humbly takes this ap-
proach, his or her spiritual gift will be in operation in no 
time.  Furthermore, when the gift is in operation, it will be 
coming from a humble heart.  This type of service brings 
honor and glory to the Lord rather than becoming some-
thing in which the Christian takes pride—something we 
are so prone to do. 



I Corinthians Flashbacks 
Wednesday, May 4:  

Read I Corinthians 12 (again) 

Let’s look more closely at Chapter 12.  Paul previously 
taught about spirituality of the individual (Chapters 3 and 
6).  In Chapter 12, he is addressing corporate spirituality 
which is the first principle for us to apply in our fellowship.   

But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each 
one for the profit of all . . .       I Corinthians 12:7  

The manifestations in view here are the various spiritual 
gifts that believers receive.  Although each individual has at 
least one spiritual gift, they are meant for the profit, or ben-
efit, of all.  Verses 27-29 emphasize the same point that the 
Body of Christ—local churches—are in view.  Colossians 
1:18 prompts another way of looking at this same subject:  

And He is the head of the body, the Church . . . 

With Jesus being the head of the Church and us receiving a 
spiritual gift from the Holy Spirit, does the gift belong to the 
individual to use as he or she sees fit?  Or, are all gifts sub-
ordinate to Christ for His use in accomplishing the varied 
missions of the Church?  These are pretty easy questions to 
answer when asked this way.  Of course, individual gifting 
would be subordinate to Christ as the Head of the Church.  
In fact, I am uncomfortable even saying my spiritual gift!  
When considered in this fashion, there is really no place for 
competing or spiritual one-upmanship when it comes to 
spiritual gifts, is there?  Perish the thought that such behav-
ior would ever be found among the saints at VCC!   

Some thoughts for you to consider: The Body of Christ is a 
great mystery, and the spiritual gifting of each person is a 
part of that mystery.  We are left with a sense of awe and 
praise for the grace that has been poured out upon us in 
this age of the Church!  And all God’s people say, “Amen!”  



I Corinthians Flashbacks 
Thursday, May 5: Read II Peter 1 

We have been focusing upon spiritual gifts for a few days.  
Today I would like to contrast the subject of giftedness 
with godliness!  First, I want you to realize that giftedness 
and godliness are not remotely the same thing.  The fol-
lowing from II Peter 1:5-7 is commentary on the character 
goal for the Christian:  

. . . add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to 
knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, 
to perseverance godliness . . . 

This verse is in no way a listing of spiritual gifts like that 
found in I Corinthians.  I am not saying that they are not 
intended to be related to one another, but I want to be 
very clear that receipt of a spiritual gift, or even exercise of 
that gift, does not automatically make a person godly!  
Look at how Paul cautions Timothy, a clearly gifted individ-
ual, to flee the desires associated with material things:  

But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, 
gentleness.           I Timothy 6:11   

The point is that, since we each have at least one spiritual 
gift, we need to be diligent to pursue godliness along with 
exercising our giftedness.  It is my personal goal to have 
my giftedness subordinate to the pursuit of godliness.  
What does this mean for me as a preacher of the Word?  It 
means I desire to have my ministry rest, not upon the pow-
er of how I communicate truth, but rather to have the truth 
be, in part, empowered by a life well lived.  Stated another 
way it would be less of gift and more of God.  It is not my 
intent to disparage the gifts that God gives, but to recog-
nize that ultimately we should be striving to elevate the Gift
-giver through changed character!  Think this through and 
make application to your own area of giftedness.   



I Corinthians Flashbacks 
Friday, May 6: Read Ephesians 3 

Read what Ephesians 3:9-11 has to say about the Church:  

. . . God who created all things through Jesus Christ; 
to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God 
might be made known by the Church to the princi-
palities and powers in the heavenly places, accord-
ing to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.  

God intends to put His wisdom on display through the 
Church.  It is this Church that Jesus intends to present 
glorious, without spot or wrinkle. (Ephesians 5:23-27)  It is 
this Church that Jesus purchased with His own blood. (Acts 
20:28)  It is this Church that Jesus called His Bride. 
(Revelation 19:7-8)   

So what exactly is the Church?  The question should be, 
“Who is the Church?”  You could describe it as all those 
who have placed their faith in the person and work of  
Jesus Christ, since the cross.  You could also describe the  



I Corinthians Flashbacks 
Friday, May 6: Read Ephesians 3 

(Continued) 

Church, as we learned in our study in I Corinthians 12, is 
all those baptized into the Body of Christ:   

For we were all bap-
tized by one Spirit 
into one Body—
whether Jews or 
Greeks, slave or 
free—and we were all 
given the one Spirit 
to drink.    
  I Corinthians 12:13 

For this is true Church 
membership: baptized by 
the Spirit into the Body 
of Christ; which is the 
Church, which occurs 
whenever a person turns 
to Christ and places his 
or her faith in Him.   
Once again, this puts the 
subject of spiritual gifts into a whole new light.  They are 
meant for function within the Body of Christ—His 
Church!   

Now you are the Body of Christ, and each one of you is 
a part of it.  And in the Church God has appointed . . .  
             I Corinthians 12:27-28  

What follows this scripture is a list of spiritual gifts—so 
then, each part, each gift is for the function of the whole 
under the Headship of Jesus Christ.   



I Corinthians Flashbacks 
Monday, May 9: 

Read I Corinthians 13 (slowly) 

As I mentioned earlier, it is so common to hear the 13th 
chapter of I Corinthians read at a wedding that those not 
familiar with the Bible no doubt think the context must be 
marriage.  How compelling for us to note that the real 
context is Paul showing the Corinthians how they are  
supposed to act towards one another in the Church!  They 
are not to be squabbling over whose gift is better or who 
is more spiritual, but acting in the more excellent way  
defined by Chapter 13.   

That’s not to say that the chapter doesn’t have application 
in the context of marriage and family—for it most certain-
ly does.  I just want you to realize that the actual context 
for this magnificent passage is the normal way we are to 
interact with one another in the Church!  This is just an-
other example of how much God cares about the testimo-
ny of the Body of Christ to a watching world.  

Let’s list the qualities associated with love as listed in  
I Corinthians 13:4-8, 13:  

Love is patient, kind, does not envy, does not boast, 
is not puffed up (proud), not rude, does not seek its 
own (demand love in return), not easily angered, 
thinks no evil, does not rejoice in iniquity, rejoices 
with the truth, always protects, always trusts, 
hopes and perseveres.  Love never fails . . . Now, 
abide faith, hope and love these three, but the 
greatest of these is love.   

Now our first point of understanding is that this is not 
meant to be an exhaustive list of qualities, but rather a 
representative list.  The characteristics mentioned estab-
lish a category into which many other qualities can be  



I Corinthians Flashbacks 
Monday, May 9:  

Read I Corinthians 13 (slowly)   
(Continued) 

placed.  For example, we could add compassion and gen-
tleness to the list.  God is love, and what it means to have 
character like His is not limited by a finite list.    

Second, let me give you a working definition of love.  It is 
an abstract term, so you may find a definition to be help-
ful: Love, the agape kind of love of I Corinthians 13, is an 
active pursuit of what’s best (in terms of priority) for an-
other.  In short, this is a selfless focus upon another.  In 
fact, focus on self immediately negates the ability to truly 
love another.  This kind of love is also very personal in  
nature.  I think you’ll agree, we need to spend at least one 
more day on this topic.   



I Corinthians Flashbacks 
Tuesday, May 10: Read John 13 

Although the context of I Corinthians 13 involves behavior 
in the Church, I want us to expand it today to other areas 
of application.  Here is my thesis:  

Love, as described in I Corinthians 13, is a litmus 
test for the Christian!    

What is a litmus test?  In the world of analytical chemis-
try, litmus paper is coated with a chemical that, when 
placed in any liquid, can immediately tell you if that liquid 
is an acid or a base.  So then, a litmus test is any means 
by which something can be quickly and easily tested and 
an accurate result determined.   

So based upon our context, if you find I Corinthians 13 
love abounding in a church, that Church is operating as 
God intended.  Now let’s expand our testing.  If you find 
this kind of love in a marriage, then it is highly likely that 
marriage is functioning as it should.  The same is true for  



I Corinthians Flashbacks 
Tuesday, May 10: Read John 13 

(Continued) 

the family setting.  Although the qualities associated with 
agape love are provided in I Corinthians 13, let me also 
remind you of our working definition from yesterday:  

Love (agape love) is an 
active pursuit of what’s 
best for another.   

This kind of love is so  
unusual, especially in con-
trast to the selfish love of 
the world, that should it be 
found in an entire body of 
believers (and it should 
be), it would have an 
astounding evangelistic 
thrust.   

How do I know this?  Did you notice John 13:34-35 in our 
reading today?  

A new commandment  I give to you, that you love 
one another; as I have loved you, that you also love 
one another.  By this all will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one another.  

Of course, you won’t be surprised that of the five words 
for love in the Greek language, this is exactly the same 
one that is used in I Corinthians 13.    

So, if what is begun in the Church spills over into our mar-
riages, families, and extended families, what a mighty tes-
timony VCC would have to the transforming ability of the 
Word of God and the Spirit of God! 



I Corinthians Flashbacks 
Wednesday, May 11: 
Read Philippians 2 

Without once using the word love, Philippians 2:3-4 displays 
a remarkable connection to I Corinthians 13. 

Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or  
conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem  
others better than himself.  Let each of you look out 
not only for his own interests, but also for the  
interests of others. 

If you couple what we have just learned about love from  
I Corinthians 13, do you see how this puts every talent, gift, 
and ministry in its place?  It is so important to subordinate 
our natural talents and strengths to something—and here it 
is: the Lordship of our Savior and service to the saints!   

Now I hope you are thinking, “Wow, the bar has been 
raised so high, I don’t think I can do that!”  Of course not! 
At least, you cannot do it in your own strength.  To love like 
this requires the grace of God as ministered to us through 
the Spirit of God.  This is a supernatural way of dealing with 
other people, which requires supernatural enablement.   

One last thing for you to think about on this topic of love—
the principle of love forces us to place a premium on what’s 
really important.  Let me explain: In English we can love our 
car, love traveling, and so on.  But can you apply the Greek 
word agape, the word translated love in I Corinthians 13 to 
these things?  Of course not.  For agape love is relational in 
nature.  If we are to obey the clear-cut commands of Scrip-
ture that force us to focus love upon God above and peo-
ple.  Equally important, both of these are going to exist for-
ever!  See if this verse from the Book of Matthew doesn’t 
challenge your thinking along these very lines:  

Where your treasure (love) is, there your heart will be 
also.            Matthew 6:21 



I Corinthians Flashbacks 
Thursday, May 12: 

Read I Corinthians 14 

Strife within a church fellowship is a terrible thing!  It pits 
the members of the body against one another when they 
are meant to be working together.  It creates stress where 
there is meant to be fellowship and it completely compro-
mises the intended witness of Christ-like love to a watch-
ing world.  There are a number of things that cause strife 
in a church, but one of the more common through the 
centuries has been the kind of pride of life described in I 
John 2:15-17, or as one translation says, boasting of what 
one has and does.   

This is exactly the situation in Corinth.  Now, some may 
have been thinking, “We sure have been spending a lot of 
time in I Corinthians Chapters 12-14.”  That is because I 
desperately want us to avoid the negative effects of strife 
in our fellowship.  We will not have to worry about falling 
into strife, at least in terms of spiritual one-upmanship, if 
we, as a fellowship, would just come to grips with the fol-
lowing: the nature of our spiritual union in the Body of 
Christ, our giftedness for the common good, and the over-
arching principle of agape love.  

This is what Chapter 14 is all about; it is an application of 
the principles found in Chapters 12 and 13.   
· Love is preeminent (Verse 1).   
· Seek the gifts that build up the church (Verse 12). 
· Peace is of God (Verse 33) and everything should be 

done in a fitting and orderly way (Verse 40).   

If we understand the principles of Chapters 12-13, we 
should be able to make the application of Chapter 14.  I 
trust our time spent meditating on these concepts will help 
us watch ourselves, and our witness, closely.   



I Corinthians Flashbacks 
Friday, May 13: Read Revelation 2 

Let me start with a simple statement that should help us 
make further application of I Corinthians 14:   

The Church is called to: tolerate no fads, no detours, 
and not let even the legitimate become a distraction.   

I use the term Church, because Paul has in mind the cor-
porate gatherings of the church.  We would call it gather-
ing for worship.   

So if the whole church comes together . . .    
              I Corinthians 14:23  

and what shall we say then brothers?  When you 
come together . . .         I Corinthians 14:26  

In the case of the Corinthians, they had let the gift of 
tongues dominate their church gatherings.  Now, although 
it was a functional gift in the early church, it was being 
misused by the Corinthians.  Paul is correcting that.  

By way of application, this forces me to ask, what legiti-
mate things are we misusing in our day?  Music is certainly 
an appropriate part of gathering for worship, but what 
about when music becomes entertainment?  We love  
celebrity testimonies, but can you explain why the testimo-
ny of someone who has every material possession carries 
more weight than the testimony of someone who has next 
to nothing and can still point to God’s work in his or her  
lives?  Then the misuse I find most painful—anything that 
focuses on the preacher and his skill in delivery rather 
than on these overriding issues: 

· Was the Word taught? 

· Was the message delivered in the power of the  
Spirit?   



I Corinthians Flashbacks 
Friday, May 13: Read Revelation 2 

(Continued) 

For when we gather, it is for the purpose of tuning our 
hearts to God, exalting His name, and proclaiming His 
Word!  With respect to the latter, it is this that prepares 
God’s people for works of service.  It is this that gives us 
unity in the faith.  It is this that keeps us from being:  

. . . tossed to and fro by every wind of teaching . . . 
so that we might grow up into Him who is the Head, 
the Lord Jesus Christ.           Ephesians 4:14-15 

Again, I remind us: 
Tolerate no fads, no detours, and don’t let even the 
legitimate become a distraction.   

Make no mistake about it, after reading the very familiar 
second chapter of Revelation, we should see just how 
easy it is for this to occur and the terrible consequences 
that can result!  Pray to God that we, as a fellowship, 
would keep our hand to the plow in terms of following  
after the Lord.   



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Monday, May 16:  Read Ezekiel 2-3 

Today we return to complete our reading in Jeremiah and 
associated prophets.  Much of our study of Jeremiah has 
documented the prophet’s call to the people of Israel to 
repent of their sin and turn to the Lord.  In Jeremiah 29, 
the prophet is forced to reach out to the exiles in Babylon 
because they are still sinning.  Today, we are going to 
continue the storyline that began in Jeremiah by turning 
to the first chapters of Ezekiel.   

Ezekiel grew up under the ministry of Jeremiah and was 
taken captive in the second deportation (approximately 
597 BC).  He is about 20 years younger than Jeremiah 
and called by God while living in the rich agricultural area 
southeast of Babylon.  So, Jeremiah and Ezekiel are con-
temporaries.  Jeremiah is continuing to minister in Israel, 
while Ezekiel is ministering to the Jews in exile in Babylon.  
In particular, note the Lord’s words in Ezekiel 3:17:  

“Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the 
house of Israel; therefore hear a word from My 
mouth, and give them warning from Me .”   

As the passage goes on, God makes it clear that He has 
one singular calling upon Ezekiel’s life, and that is to  
proclaim a message of warning from God.  Furthermore, 
God is going to hold him accountable for whether or not 
he does so.   

On the other hand, the people, not Ezekiel, will be ac-
countable before God as to whether or not they respond 
to God’s warning.  All Ezekiel has to worry about is being 
a faithful watchman!  Can you see where I am going with 
this?  I can tell what you are thinking—“This is an Old 
Testament prophet with a message to Israel, there is no 
application for us!”  We’ll have to consider this further.   



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Tuesday, May 17: 

Read I Corinthians 11 

No doubt you recognized the portion of this chapter that is 
often read as part of the communion remembrance.  In 
light of our recent discussions on being a watchman and 
making disciples, let me make a few comments.  

. . . “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for 
you; do this in remembrance of Me.”   
               I Corinthians 11:24   

This sentence requires us to consider the humanity of 
Christ.  For it was only from the standpoint of His humani-
ty that He could be broken.  

. . . “This cup is the new covenant in My blood.  This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”   
              I Corinthians 11:25  

Did you catch the refer-
ence to the New Cove-
nant?  The Old Covenant 
(Mosaic Law) was put into 
effect with the blood of 
calves, the New Covenant 
with the blood of Christ.  
That is, Christ’s substitu-
tionary death satisfied the 
justice of God.   

For as often as you eat 
this bread and drink 
this cup, you proclaim 
the Lord’s death till He 
comes.  
     I Corinthians 11:26   

            Continued on the next page. 



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Tuesday, May 17: 

Read I Corinthians 11 (Continued) 

The word translated proclaim means to announce,  
declare publicly, publish, preach.  Everything about this 
word speaks of the public communication of information.  
It is not a private word.   

Do you see where I have brought you over the course of 
the past few days?  No longer am I trying to make appli-
cation via an Old Testament prophet.  No longer are we 
dealing with apostles and evangelists.  This text makes it 
clear that if you are a member of the body of Christ par-
taking of the ordinance of communion, then you are to 
preach the person, work, and return of Christ until He 
comes again!  Proclaiming the salvation that is available in 
Jesus Christ is one of the two principal purposes for which 
we remain in this life. (Vertically, it is to be progressively 
sanctified.  Horizontally, it is to be His ambassadors!)   

Perhaps you are thinking, “How is it that communion  
becomes a public proclamation or preaching?”  That will 
be tomorrow’s discussion. 



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Wednesday, May 18: Read Ezekiel 33 

There is a profound lesson that calls out to us from the 
devotionals of the last few days.  It is this:  God has al-
ways given the message of redemption to those who are 
redeemed!   

That’s why He called Ezekiel to be a watchman.  That’s 
why He told His followers to make disciples.  That’s why 
He told the Church to proclaim His death (work on the 
cross) until He returns.  That is also why all three cases 
apply to us—the believing members of His Church!  

Now, are we to proclaim one kind of message at the Com-
munion Table and another outside of the doors of the 
church?  Of course not!  For that would be a kind of spir-
itual schizophrenia.  No, we need to have the mindset of 
Paul as he ministered to the Corinthians,  

. . . I resolved to know nothing while I was with you  
except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.   
              I Corinthians 2:2  

Continued on the next page. 



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Wednesday, May 18: Read Ezekiel 33

(Continued) 

So. now to our hanging question from yesterday—how 
does partaking of communion publicly proclaim, preach?  
Every Sunday morning I come and review a last minute 
detail with one of our musicians, check my slides with the 
sound-room, and pray with those gathered in the class-
room where we turn the entire service over to the Lord.  
Then I go and preach in the power that the Spirit pro-
vides.  In short, I review the service game plan, turn it 
over to the Lord, and minister in His strength.  This is 
what we should be doing as we meditate while the ele-
ments are passed. 

Christ is the one answer for lost mankind. He provides for-
giveness of sins, imputed righteousness, and eternal life!  
He is the One answer for my life and the lives of my fami-
ly, acquaintances, and everyone else the Lord brings my 
way.  He came, He died, and He is going to come again! 
This is the ultimate reality.  In essence, the communion 
remembrance is the huddle for the church-age believer.  
Following communion, we break the huddle and go out 
into the playing field to declare the truth which we have 
just reinforced in our souls.   

How long should we be prepared to do this?  Until: 

 . . . the glorious appearing of our great God and  
Savior, Jesus Christ . . .         Titus 2:13   

What would motivate us to do so?  It would be the truth 
that our loving God takes: 

. . . no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but  
rather that they turn from their ways and live.   
               Ezekiel 33:11  

And all God’s people say, “Amen!” 



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Thursday, May 19:  

Read Lamentations 1-2  

We are going to continue our study of Jeremiah by moving 
into the very next book in the Canon of Scripture—
Lamentations.   

We already understand the historical setting: Jeremiah 
called the Israelites to turn back to God for 40 years.   
Despite the prophetic Word and despite a series of military 
defeats leading to several deportations, the people refused 
to repent.  So the judgment of God fell.  The capital city of 
Jerusalem was burned, the wall torn down, the temple  
destroyed, and terrible suffering ensued as much of the 
remaining population went into exile.  So what happens 
next?   

The Books of Daniel and Ezekiel help us to understand 
what is going on with the exiled population, but what 
about Jeremiah and those who remain in the Land?   

Continued on the next page. 



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Thursday, May 19:  

Read Lamentations 1-2 (Continued) 

The Book of Lamentations is one part of the answer to 
that question—in particular, how to deal with such deep 
discouragement.  The word lamentation means loud cries!  
It is a cry of despair and anguish.  Look again at Chapter 
1, Verses 1-5, to see how things have changed with the 
fall of Jerusalem.   

Consider some of the verbiage to come out of Chapter 2:   

The Lord has swallowed up and has not pitied . . .  
                   Verse 2 

He has cut off in fierce anger every horn of Israel . . .  
                   Verse 3 

The LORD has purposed to destroy the wall of the  
daughter of Zion.               Verse 8   

All of this could have been avoided, but the people just 
would not listen.  Are you thinking of what might be next 
for our nation?  Think back 40 years, the time that cov-
ered the span of Jeremiah’s ministry.   

I remember the 70’s, the sexual revolution and the drug 
culture were just starting to get a grip.  Today our enter-
tainment industry, education, and political leadership are 
worldly to the core!  We know according to Romans 1 that 
God is turning us over to an increasing pattern of sin that 
is the result of unrestrained lust.   

We see from Jeremiah that it is not easy to turn things 
around.  It took 70 years of captivity to do so for God’s 
chosen people.  We hope things will get better, but what if 
they don’t?  Where are we going to go to find hope?  
Right here in the Book of Lamentations! 



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Friday, May 20:  

Read Lamentations 3 

In reading the first 20 verses of Chapter 3, you can see 
the depth of Jeremiah’s discouragement—even to the 
point in Verse 12 where he feels as if God has: 

 . . . bent His bow and set me up as a target for the 
arrow.  

We should note that Jeremiah is relatively well off in con-
trast to many of His countrymen—having some degree of 
autonomy and freedom of movement.  What is weighing 
on him so heavily is the senseless nature of the terrible 
death and privation that has occurred, for it could all have 
been avoided if the people had not persisted in their sin!  
Verse 21 is the first real positive.  In fact it is in such stark 
contrast to what has come before, that many translations 
begin this verse with the word but or yet.   

It all starts with thinking, with drawing upon the Word of 
God and listening to the still small voice of the Holy Spirit.  
That’s what moved Jeremiah from the precipice of despair 
and self-pity, and it can do the same for us.  When Jere-
miah begins to look at things from the standpoint of the 
Word of God, it causes him to have hope.   

The Hebrew word for hope, Tikvah, is not wishy-washy.  
Rather it is a word that gives confidence in a difficult time. 

Continued on the next page.   



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Friday, May 20:  

Read Lamentations 3 (Continued) 

Right here is a major struggle of the Christian Life, the 
struggle to find that which gives a confident expectation 
kind of hope in the midst of vexing circumstances.  When 
we get bad news from the doctor, bad news about a fami-
ly situation or aclose friend, a financial setback, where do 
we find hope?  Jeremiah found it in the mercies of the 
Lord!  This is a very important Hebrew word found over 
250 times in the Old Testament.  It means mercy, kind-
ness, or loving-kindness.   

Directly from the mercies of the Lord comes His compas-
sion.  If you are alive today, if you woke up this morning, 
then you can have confidence that from the mercies of the 
Lord you will receive His compassion, for: 

His compassions fail not.  They are new every  
morning; Great is Your (God’s) faithfulness. 
               Lamentations 3:22-23 



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Monday, May 23: Read Jeremiah 42 

We saw Friday why Jeremiah had hope during dark times, 
and we should too.  No matter what the circumstances in 
which we find ourselves, there is one great stabilizing  
factor in life.  Specifically, we can turn toward, and take 
into account, the nature of God.  Circumstances almost 
always get the first crack at our attention.  Like Peter 
walking on the water, the size of the waves and the howl 
of the wind caused him to doubt spiritually and therefore 
sink physically!  When we feel ourselves doubting spiritu-
ally, we need to repent of letting circumstances hold our 
thoughts and turn back to who God is and what He is like.  
We start with the truth of His mercy toward us and the 
compassions that flow from it to us—every day.   

If we will turn to God, acknowledging sin as need be, we 
can count on the fact that God is gracious and loving in an 
inexhaustible and repetitive way.  This is important because 
we are repeat failures.  We need to know that His compas-
sions are new daily!  Once we understand this, we can  
begin to put our failures behind us and cooperate with God 
on the spiritual growth He wants to achieve in us.  The  
alternative to moving forward is despair or self-righteous 
legalism.  But there is no need for that once we realize it is 
not our behavior, but the Lord’s mercies, which preserve.   

Even though He has made it through the exile, Jeremiah 
is going to have a chance to further rest in the Lord’s  
loving-kindness.  The background to today’s reading is 
that the Jewish remnant has killed the man Nebuchadnez-
zar had left in charge.  Those who remain are in great 
fear of retribution and beg Jeremiah to intercede.   

Do you think they will listen to what God has to say?  
We’ll see! 



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Tuesday, May 24: Read Jeremiah 43 

They seemed so sincere, those who promised in Chapter 
42 to obey the Word of the Lord.  Yet, given the spiritual 
rebellion that led to the exile, we really shouldn’t be  
surprised when they declare to Jeremiah: You speak  
falsely! (Jeremiah 43:2)  That’s what carnal people do.  
They feign obedience as long as the message is what they 
want to hear and blame the messenger when it is not!   

Thus, not only do they flee to Egypt, but they force Jere-
miah to go with them.  What did the people get for their 
disobedience?  They received a terrible sentence of judg-
ment. (Verses 8-13)  But for Jeremiah the compassions of 
the Lord were new every morning!   

Consider these points of application essential for us today.  
First, Jeremiah and the rebellious remnant are geograph-
ically in the same place, but miles apart spiritually.  Those 
in rebellion will die the sin unto death.  Jeremiah will taste 
the mercies of the Lord afresh every morning!  Who would 
you rather be?  It is as Joshua told the people:  

 . . . choose for yourselves this day whom you will 
serve, whether the gods your forefathers served  
beyond the river, or the gods of the Amorites, in  
whose land you are living.  But as for me and my 
household, we will serve the LORD.    Joshua 24:15   

Second, there is no promise covering the Christian Life 
that says we too won’t get dragged off to Egypt, and by 
that I mean suffer along with a nation being disciplined.  
However, what is promised is that the mercies of the Lord 
will never fail.  His love for us never wavers.  It is a daily 
thing and is as certain as the rising of the sun!   

Does this promise still apply in our day?  Absolutely!   



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Wednesday, May 25:  

Read Romans 8:28-39 

Lamentations 3:21-23 stands as a landmark promise in 
God’s Word.  It should be of great comfort to the Chris-
tian.  To be certain 
about this, is it possible 
to find a similar provi-
sion of hope reiterated 
in the New Testament?   

Let’s ask, “What is the 
Nature of Our Hope?”   

Our hope remains in 
the mercies of the 
Lord.  His compassions 
are new every morning.  And look at how this is brought 
right into the New Testament with respect to our salva-
tion:   

. . . not by works of righteousness which we have 
done, but according to His mercy He saved us. . .  
                  Titus 3:5    

Our hope resides in He who is in us and our future with 
Him!   

. . . the mystery which has been hidden from ages 
and from generations, but now has been revealed to 
His saints.  To them God willed to make known what 
are the riches of the glory of this mystery . . . which 
is Christ in you, the hope of glory.   
               Colossians 1:26-27   

This is something exclusively part of the Church age—
Christ resides within every born-again child of God.  And 
how is that related to our hope?  

Continued on the next page.  



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Wednesday, May 25:  

Read Romans 8:28-39 (Continued) 

You are of God, little children, and have overcome 
them, because He Who is in you is greater than he 
who is in the world.        I John 4:4   

Finally, our hope is firmly fixed on the future despite  
current circumstances:   

For I consider that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us.  For the earnest  
expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the  
revealing of the sons of God.  For the creation was 
subjected to futility . . . the bondage of corruption  
. . . Not only that, but we also, who have the first-
fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 
ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the  
redemption of our body.  For we were saved in this 
hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why 
does one still hope for what he sees?  But if we 
hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it 
with perseverance.         Romans 8:18-25   

Let me close by asking you, “Do you have hope?”  It 
starts with the mercies of God to us through the work of 
His Son.  If God’s mercy is calling your name—turn to Him 
and place your faith in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ because: 

. . . whoever believes in Him should not perish but  
have everlasting life.         John 3:16 

If you have already tasted the mercies of God through 
faith, let the challenges of this life bring to your mind the  
singular hope that is ours in the love of God, the life of 
Christ within, and the day when death will be swallowed 
up in victory! 



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Thursday, May 26: Read Isaiah 30 

We have completed our readings in Jeremiah, but I have 
one final thought on the subject of grace.  Some say that 
there is no grace in the Old Testament.  I would disagree 
because God didn’t change and become gracious only in 
the New Testament.  He has always dealt with mankind in 
grace and there is no greater illustration than the big pic-
ture view of the Book of Jeremiah.   

We have seen in our reading that the Southern Kingdom 
has ignored the judgment that fell upon the North,  
ignored the prophetic message of Jeremiah, and ignored 
several forced deportations.  God has been very firm with 
the Jews about the judgment that is going to fall because 
of their persistent rebellion.  Yet, what did we find in 
Chapters 29-33?  Despite His judgment of sin, God’s atti-
tude toward Israel is pronounced to be one of peace and 
not evil; one of promising a future for Israel that she 
might have hope.  Then there is the promise of a glorious 
New Covenant under which Israel will live.  This is simply 
astonishing.  What kind of God lays out a glorious future 
and gives reason for hope in the midst of judgment?  
Why, One who is gracious, loving, and merciful.   

Grace is rooted in the character of God and His love for 
what He has created.  Notice this in today’s reading:   

Yet the LORD longs to be gracious to you; He rises to 
show you compassion.          Isaiah 30:18  

Literally, in the text God is tapping His foot  just waiting to 
be gracious.  Furthermore, the fact that He rises speaks of 
His readiness to be gracious, at the first sign of our turn-
ing to Him.  This was His attitude toward Israel, and it is 
His attitude toward the lost human race right now.  What 
a God we know and worship! 



Back in Hebrews 
Friday, May 27: 

Read Hebrews 3:7-4:11 

Our last foray into Hebrews saw us spending a great deal 
of time developing God’s intent for the believer to dwell in 
a place of rest; that is, a place of calmly and steadfastly 
holding fast to the promises of God and the One who 
stands behind those promises.  This concept of the rest of 
faith is so important in the life of the believer, that I would 
like to return to our reading in Hebrews by giving you a 
quick summary: 

· Every Christian knows we are to have faith, but the 
power of the message on faith contained in the Book 
of Hebrews is that it helps us to understand how to 
flesh it out in our daily lives.  Specifically, in every trial 
that comes our way, we are to be: quick to the Word 
of God, diligent to uncover what it has to say, that we 
might appropriate it by faith—and in doing so, enter a 
place of rest for the child of God! 

· This kind of life of faith is completely contrary to the 
natural man, and so we are not going to receive any 
help from the lost world around us. 

· Unfortunately, this kind of life is also exceedingly rare 
among God’s people, as the history of both Israel and 
the Church makes clear.  This raises the question 
“Why?”  One reason is that God’s people fail to put in 
the effort necessary to extract truth from God’s Word 
and then labor to appropriate it. 

· A second reason can be seen in the pattern of the Isra-
elites after they left Egypt.  Every time they faced a 
trial, they cried out to God in desperation, and then 
rejoiced when God answered. (See Exodus 15.)  



Back in Hebrews 
Friday, May 27: 

Read Hebrews 3:7-4:11 (Continued) 

Unfortunately, in the very next chapter, when they 
faced the very next trial, they dissolved into complain-
ing and false accusations until God delivered yet again.  
They simply never learned to trust God to provide for 
their needs—despite His proving His faithfulness over 
and over.  They had the promises of God—why didn’t 
they trust Him?   

Here is a principle for us to remember:   
It is not enough to admire the promises of God from 
a distance, we need to appropriate them in the midst 
of challenging circumstances.  For it is appropriation 
that tests us!   

We’ll continue on Monday.  

 



Back in Hebrews 
Monday, May 30: Read Isaiah 40 

Picking up where we left off on Friday: Two things can  
help us with our labor to appropriate by faith and find rest:   
· The promises of God:   

His divine power has given us everything we need 
for life and godliness . . . He has given us very great 
and precious promises, so that through them you 
may participate in the divine nature and escape the 
corruption in the world caused by evil desires.   
             II Peter 1:3-4 
We participate in the divine nature by believing the 
promises of God in the midst of every trial.   

· Waiting upon the Lord:   
Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men 
stumble and fall; but those who wait upon the Lord 
will renew their strength.      (Isa 40:28-31)   

The Hebrew word translated wait literally means to twist,  
as in twisting together fibers to make a strong and sturdy 
yarn for strength and endurance.  What a marvelous pic-
ture this Hebrew word paints of our walk of faith.  Our lives 
are to be an ongoing story of promises mixed with faith  
appropriate to our specific circumstances and need.  Our 
needs drive us to pull off the shelf promises that are  
already ours, and trust their sufficiency in our lives.  This 
will renew our spiritual vigor!  No wonder that when the Is-
raelites were faced with the army of Assyria the prophet 
Isaiah told them: 

This is what the Sovereign Lord, the Holy One of Is-
rael, says, “In repentance and rest is your salvation, 
in quietness and trust is your strength.”   Isaiah 30:15 

Their deliverance from the Assyrians depended upon re-
penting of looking for help from the world (Egypt) and in-
stead simply trusting in the God who dwelt in their midst. 



Back in Hebrews 
Tuesday, May 31: 

Read Hebrews 4:12-16 

Today’s reading contains two very familiar verses of  
 Scripture—one at the beginning and the other at the end 
of our reading.   Well-known as they might be, it is very 
reasonable to ask, “How is the vitality of God’s Word relat-
ed to the throne of grace?”  They do not seem to relate.  
It is challenging to follow the flow from a lengthy dis-
course on faith and entering the rest of faith that seems 
to abruptly transition into the content of the five verses in 
our reading.  How are we to make sense of the flow?  To-
day’s reading is marvelously related to our subject of the 
Christian’s walk of faith.  Let’s begin with Verse 12: 

For the Word of God is living and active.  Sharper 
than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to 
dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges 
the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

The little word for at the beginning of Verse 12 is used to 
explain what comes before—in this case all the way back 
to the beginning of Chapter 3.  It goes on to tell us that 
the logos of God is living—meaning it has its own vitality 
and active—meaning it has the inherent power to accom-
plish its intended purpose.  But what is this logos of God, 
or as translated in our English Bibles, the Word of God?  
The word logos means the expression of a thought or 
idea, which goes beyond the more basic meaning of word 
in English.  Many of the early church fathers believed this 
to be a reference to Jesus Christ.  In more recent times, it 
is customary to interpret it as the Word of God.  There are 
lengthy back and forth arguments on this subject that can 
fill a medium-sized book.  Let me suggest that it is a mis-
take to choose one option over the other.  We’ll take up 
the reason in tomorrow’s reading.   
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