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Daily Devotional 

To all perfection  
I see a limit;  

but Your commands  
are boundless.  

Psalm 119:96 



Foreword 
Take a look again at this 
month’s cover Scripture.  In  
essence, what it is saying is 
that look wherever you may, at 
whatever great achievements 
man has produced, and their 
greatness has a limit.  It is not 
until you turn to the Word of 
God that you find boundless 
perfection . . . to think that we 
hold it in our hands and can 
spend time with it daily.   

Enjoy and be blessed by this 
month’s readings in both the New and Old Testaments.  It 
is all without bound! 

In His grace, 

 

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either  
the NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 

 



I  Corinthians Flashbacks 
Tuesday, February 1:  
Read I Corinthians 3 

The way this chapter begins should really get our atten-
tion:  

Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual  
but as worldly—mere infants in Christ.    
            I Corinthians 3:1 

Paul is leveling an indictment against his audience—calling 
them worldly.  That might not seem like much of an in-
dictment, but it is!  Before looking further at the word 
Paul has chosen, I want it to be perfectly clear that Paul 
has clearly identified for us that his audience is believers.  
How do we know that?  First, he is writing to the church 
in Corinth, as opposed to an evangelistic outreach.   
Second, he addresses them as brothers—a reference to 
fellow members of the Body of Christ.  The issue is that 
he acknowledges that they are mere infants in Christ.  In 
other words, he is talking to baby believers in terms of 
maturity.    

Continued on the next page. 



I  Corinthians Flashbacks 
Tuesday, February 1:  

Read I Corinthians 3 (Continued) 

What exactly is the nature of the charge Paul levels 
against the Corinthian believers?  The Greek word is 
sarkikos.  Literally, it means pertaining to the flesh, which 
is why it is often translated carnal.  The idea is to be living 
dominated by the desires of the flesh (world), rather than 
in step with the desires of the Holy Spirit.  Furthermore, 
Paul documents the evidence of carnality present in the 
church of Corinth: jealousy, quarreling, and so on.  We 
need to understand that whenever sin has a grip on Chris-
tians, they are carnal Christians.   

This fact lends 
itself to very sim-
ple application.  
Each morning, we 
should ask our-
selves, “As I start 
the day, am I car-
nal or spiritual, 
under the control 
of the flesh or the 
Holy Spirit?”   If 
the answer is the 
flesh, then it is 
time to confess 

sin and regain the filling of the Spirit. (I John 1:9)  

It is also good to end the day asking, “As I finish the day, 
am I carnal or spiritual?”  We all need to daily check car-
nality in our lives.  The problem with the Corinthians is that 
they had stopped checking and were living in unchecked  
carnality—something we need to avoid at all costs.   



I  Corinthians Flashbacks 
Wednesday, February 2:  

Read Romans 14 

I can’t bring myself to leave I Corinthians 3 without devot-
ing a second day.  There is so much truth and so little 
space to write!   

Yesterday’s reading and discussion are directly related to 
the truth set down in Romans 14:10-12: 

For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat.  It 
is written: “As surely as I live” says the Lord, “every 
knee will bow before Me; every tongue confess to 
God.”  So then, each of us will give an account of 
himself to God.  

I Corinthians 3:11-15 provides further detail on the be-
liever’s time before the judgment seat of Christ.   

Continued on the next page. 



I  Corinthians Flashbacks 
Wednesday, February 2:  

Read Romans 14 (Continued) 

A few things to note:  

• What is being evaluated is what has been built upon 
the foundation of Christ, in other words, the life lived 
by the child of God.  

• Paul divides the life built by the Christian into two  
possible categories: that which is of value and that 
which is not; that which will stand the test of fire and 
that which will not.   

• Notice that what is at stake is not the believer’s salva-
tion, for that is a settled issue the moment a person 
places his or her faith in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ.  Rather, what is at stake is the issue of reward. 

I want to make sure that you connect this with yester-
day’s devotional.  What 
kind of life do you sup-
pose is built upon car-
nality?  The answer, in 
the context, is one that 
is worthless in God’s 
eyes, will not pass 
God’s test, and will not 
receive reward!  How 
about a life lived in the 
filling of the Spirit?  
Again, the answer is 

clear!  That type of life has value in the sight of God, it will 
pass His scrutiny, and will merit His reward.  The applica-
tion is as simple as it can be: confess carnality and make 
every effort to walk in the Spirit by the light of God’s 
Word.  To do so has consequences in time and eternity! 

 



I  Corinthians Flashbacks 
Thursday, February 3:  
Read I Corinthians 4 

Everything about this chapter calls loudly to us to contrast 
God’s ways against man’s ways.  Let me show you.  How 
do we treat the celebrities of our day?  It doesn’t matter if 
they are sports figures, politicians, movie stars, even fa-
mous church pastors. Their gifting is elevated and they get 
a pass on all sorts of character and moral shortcomings.   

Now consider the Apostle Paul.  He was the foremost 
church planter and missionary of his day.  When you 
throw in author of Scripture, he pretty much stands as one
-of-a-kind!  How then was he treated and how does he 
view himself?  In Verse 1, he says he is a servant of 
Christ. The word translated servant is not the normal term 
for servant or slave,  instead, it is about as low as you can 
go.  It is literally an under-oarsmen referring to the worst 
place on a slave galley.  Contrast this with modern day  
celebrities, and then notice how no accolade in this life will 
ever distract Paul.  For, in Verse 4, he demonstrates how 
clear he is on who ultimately evaluates his life:  

. . . He who judges me is the Lord.   

As such a servant of God, would you expect Paul to have a 
cushy life?   Look at Verse 9:  

For it seems to me that God has put us apostles  
on display at the end of the procession, like men  
condemned to die in the arena . . . 

If you continue to read on past Verse 9, you will get a feel 
for how difficult Paul’s life really was.  Wow!  It was cer-
tainly different than how we treat celebrities from a world-
ly perspective. I have one more thing for you to consider 
today.  Paul says in Verse 16: I urge you to imitate me.  
Think about this—more tomorrow.  



I  Corinthians Flashbacks 
Friday, February 4:  

Read Luke 17 

We began a discussion Thursday involving Paul’s celebrity 
status as the premier church planter of his day.  Recall 
that his view of himself is that of the lowest order of gal-
ley slave.  I took you to Luke 17 today, because I wanted 
you to note Verses 7-10 especially to bring home the  
lesson to each one of us.  Consider these words of Jesus:  

“So you also, when you have done everything you 
were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy serv-
ants; we have only done our duty.’”    

I can remember reading those four verses of Scripture to 
a group of men at a Bible study.  Before he could help 
himself, one of the men blurted out, “That can’t be right!”  
So much of our teaching has focused on the blessings  

associated with Christianity 
that somewhere along the 
way we missed out on a 
very basic understanding 
of what it means for God 
to be the Creator and we 
the creation.  We have lost 
the truth that He is the 
master and we are the 
slaves.  Therefore, when 
we do happen to accom-
plish something in obedi-
ence to His will, we are 

simply doing what we are obligated to do (and always 
have been).  Before you think I have a glum view of what it 
means to be a Christian, let me remind you that we are all 
going to be a slave of one of only two masters: a slave to 
Christ or a slave to our rebellious nature.  



I  Corinthians Flashbacks 
Friday, February 4:  

Read Luke 17 (Continued) 

If we choose our rebellious nature, we will be slaves to 
the principles of this world and the one who stands behind 
those principles.  Paul is forthright about Whom he has 
chosen to serve, just as Joshua was. (Joshua 24:15)  Paul 
is clear on the subject because he wants to prompt us to 
make the same choice!  Why would we do so?  Again—
there are only two choices, and do we realize: 

There is no better role than that of servant in the 
Kingdom of God; no better place to be than in the 
household of faith!  For there is no God like our God!    

There are blessings in time and for all eternity for those 
who choose to serve faithfully the one true God, and 
nothing but mouths full of sawdust for those who seek to 
live in rebellion and serve self.  Think it through carefully,  

. . . for better is one day in Your courts than a  
thousand elsewhere . . .         Psalm 84:10 

The Bible has so much to say about the many, many 
blessings that God, in grace, has given to those who are 
in Christ Jesus.  I would love to focus your attention upon 
those blessings, but for today, I am thinking it would be 
very helpful for all of us to choose whom we are going to 
serve—self or the Most High God? 

Better is one day in your courts... 



I  Corinthians Flashbacks 
Monday, February 7:  
Read I Corinthians 5 

Chapter 5 presents and illustrates this very important prin-
ciple of church-life that involves the choices we make:   

Don’t you know that a little leaven works through 
the whole batch of dough?  Get rid of the old  
leaven that you may be a new batch without  
leaven—as you really are.  For Christ, our Passover 
Lamb, has  been sacrificed.    I Corinthians 5:6-7  

As a body of people who have been redeemed by the 
blood of the Lamb, we are to keep the leaven (sin) of this 
world out of our fellowship!  If we let it in, it will contami-
nate the fellowship.  Even a small amount of sin that is 
tolerated, for some greater good, can contaminate the 
whole fellowship and inhibit the Spirit’s work among us.  
It can prevent us from accomplishing the divinely-enabled 
good that God desires.  So then, we must be constantly 
on guard to keep sin from among us.   

This principle was illustrated in negative fashion by the 
Corinthians when they tolerated a man in their midst 
openly involved in an incestuous relationship. (Verse 1)  It 
may sound harsh, but it is for the good of the fellowship 
not to have fellowship with one who says, “Oh, yes, I am 
a believer—and then openly parades sin.” (Verse 11)  Paul 
is quick to add that we don’t need to worry about the sin 
out there, for that is our mission field and we should ex-
pect it.  But we must keep sin out of the Body, or in Paul’s 
words, we must judge those inside the church! (Verse 12)  
One quick corollary to contrast the difference between 
God’s ways and man’s ways: the world is always after the 
church to be more tolerant (put up with sin), and then 
they despise those Christians who think differently than 
they do.  Do you see that this is exactly the opposite of 
what God, in this chapter, has called us to do?   



I  Corinthians Flashbacks 
Tuesday, February 8:  
Read I Corinthians 6 

Have you caught the fact that Chapters 5 and 6 both raise 
the issue of judgment?  In I Corinthians 5:12: 

Are you not to judge those inside (the church)?   

 And then, in I Corinthians 6:1:  

If any of you have a dispute . . . dare he take it  
before the ungodly for judgment instead of before 
the saints?  

In both of these passages, it is 
clear that Paul expects judgment 
to occur—the issue is by whom 
and in what context.  I started 
our lesson today with this issue, 
because, if there is one thing the 
world has gotten really good at, 
it is convincing Christians that 
they should never be judgmental.  
Do you see that the Scriptures 
clearly render this as a false position?  Let the Word speak 
for itself.  Jesus says in John 7:24:  

“Do not judge according to appearance, but judge 
with righteous judgment.”  

Furthermore, Paul adds that one mark of spirituality is the 
ability to pass judgment:  

But he who is spiritual judges all things . . . 
            I Corinthians 2:15   

As Christians, we have become so gun-shy on this issue 
that, more often than not, we judge when we shouldn’t 
and fail to judge when we should.  In short, by listening to 
the world and ignoring the Word, we’ve become confused.  

Continued on the next page. 



I  Corinthians Flashbacks 
Tuesday, February 8:  

Read I Corinthians 6 (Continued) 

Even though we have limited time and space, I think I can 
give you three steps that will help you judge rightly:  

1. We are accountable to examine the circumstances in 
which we find ourselves. 

2. We need to discern right based upon the authority of 
God’s Word.    

3. We act (judge) when the context requires it and we 
have the authority to do so.  

Now, consider the following example by way of applica-
tion: An individual who is openly living some kind of sinful 
lifestyle wants to become a member of our church.  (Not 
attend, but become a member.)  What do we do?  We are 
accountable to carefully examine the circumstances.  As 
we do so, we need to discern the rightness/wrongness of 
the situation based upon the Word of God.  If the Word 
judges the individual’s lifestyle as sinful, then I Corinthians 
5:11 seems pretty clear, along with 5:5-6.  Church mem-
bership is under the purview of both church leadership 
and the congregation, and we have the authority to deter-
mine who will be accepted for membership and who will 
not.  It is pretty straightforward.   

Here is the part you must also understand: What is our 
responsibility regarding this same lifestyle when it is found 
in the world out there.  We can still discern that it is 
wrong, but the church does not have the authority to act 
out there.  So, we do not attempt to do so.  Guard the  
purity of the church and expect the lost to act is if they 
are lost!  (This is not to say that, as Christians, we should-
n’t do whatever we can, within the confines of our citizen-
ship, to check the acceptance of sin.) 



I  Corinthians Flashbacks 
Wednesday, February 9:  

Read Ephesians 2 

If you are a child of God by virtue of having placed your 
faith in the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ, then 
you need to know something that is clearly taught in both 
I Corinthians 6 and Ephesians 2.  First, in I Corinthians 6:  

. . . But you were washed, you were sanctified, you 
were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ  
and by the Spirit of our God.         I Corinthians 6:11 

Wow!  Cleansed of sin, set apart unto God, and clothed 
with His righteousness.  What an absolutely remarkable 
standing the child of God has in Jesus Christ!  Paul hits it 
from another angle in Ephesians 2: 

 . . . God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with 
Christ . . . raised us up with Christ and seated us 
with Him in the heavenly realms . . .    Ephesians 2:4-6  

Continued on the next page.   



I  Corinthians Flashbacks 
Wednesday, February 9:  

Read Ephesians 2 (Continued) 

Once again the amazing grace of what God has done for 
those who believe is on display.  We are made alive, 
raised up, and positionally seated with Christ in the  
heavenly realms. This is worthy of deep meditation on its 
own merits, but Paul makes a point in I Corinthians 6 — 
how then should we view our relationship to sin?    

The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but 
for the Lord . . . your bodies are members of Christ 
himself . . . your body is a temple of the Holy  

Spirit . . .                    I Corinthians 6:13,15, 19   

Then he sums 
everything up in 
Verse 20:   

You were 
bought at a 
price.  There-
fore honor God 
with your body.  

Are you follow-
ing?  We have 
this amazing and 
undeserved 
standing in 
Christ.  We are 
meant to be a  
set apart and 

spiritual people, and, our spirituality includes what we do 
with our body.  Body, soul, and spirit are to honor the 
Lord.  Most important to remember is that as we walk 
with the Lord, He will do it! (I Thessalonians 5:23-24)  



I  Corinthians Flashbacks 
Thursday, February 10:  

Read II Chronicles 7 (I Corinthians 6:19) 
Chapter 6 has raised the issue of the Holy Spirit, specif-
ically, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. See Verse 19: 

Do you not know that your body is the temple of the 
Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God? 

The believer’s relationship to the Holy Spirit is so important 
that we are going to spend several days digging deeper 
into this subject.  
First, what is the 
indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit?   

Notice two things:   

1. The believer’s 
body is said to 
be a temple. 

2. The Holy Spirit 
is said to be in 
you. 

These truths should cause us to recall the way that God’s 
presence was first in the Tabernacle and then in the  
Temple.  In other words, in the same way that God dwelt 
in the midst of His people in the Old Testament, He now 
dwells, through His Spirit, within each New Testament  
believer.   

Let’s ask and answer two more questions.  First, is this  
indwelling permanent?  Take a close look at the context: 
Paul is dogmatically stating how wrong it is for a believer 
to engage in sexual immorality for the simple reason he  

Continued on the next page. 



I  Corinthians Flashbacks 
Thursday, February 10:  

Read II Chronicles 7 (I Corinthians 6:19) 

(Continued) 
drags the Holy Spirit along with him.  This should lead us 
to understand that the indwelling of the Holy Spirit is the 
permanent possession of each believer.   

Second, for what purpose are we indwelt with the Holy  
Spirit?  When a person responds in faith to the person and 
work of Jesus Christ, he or she is both a new creature in 
Christ and living in a body that still has a nature to sin.   
You can see the resultant conflict described beginning at 
Galatians Chapter 5:16.  God’s solution is to provide His  
indwelling Spirit as the first means of countering the  
machinations of the flesh.  

Let me summarize it this way: The indwelling of the Spirit 
is God’s provision to establish a beachhead in the believer 
in order to both counter the flesh and from which the 
power of God can work within the believer.  Much more to 
come. 



I  Corinthians Flashbacks 
Friday, February 11:  

Read Galatians 5 
On Thursday we learned from I Corinthians 6 that every 
child of God is indwelt by the Holy Spirit, and that this  
indwelling is a permanent possession.  Today, we want to 
add to our understanding by introducing the Filling of the 
Holy Spirit.  Consider Ephesians 5:18: 

 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is  
dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit . . .  

The first difference you should notice, in contrast to the 
indwelling of the Spirit, is that the filling of the Holy Spirit 
is not permanent, but conditional.  A person can be filled 
with alcohol or filled with the Spirit, but not both.  You 
can see a parallel idea in Galatians 5:16 and following:    

. . . Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not gratify  
the desires of the sinful nature.  

So, although every Christian is indwelt with the Spirit, not 
every Christian is going to be filled with or walking by the 
Spirit.  Furthermore, when a Christian sins, the Spirit is 
grieved (Ephesians 4:30), and, should sin be perpetuated, 
the Spirit’s work is quenched in the life of that believer (I 
Thessalonians 5:19).  That quenching will remain the case 
until sin is dealt with through confession.   

At this point, the first thing to note is the constant strug-
gle that is going to be part of the believer’s life. The strug-
gle is specifically between God’s call to walk in newness of 
life, which is enabled by the Spirit, as opposed to the pull 
of the flesh to turn back to the old life dominated by the 
sin nature.  Perhaps by way of closing today’s devotional, 
you will find the following definition helpful:   

To walk in the Spirit means to live each moment  
dependent upon the Holy Spirit, sensitive to His 
voice, and obedient to Him. 



I  Corinthians Flashbacks 
Monday, February 14:  

Read Colossians 3 

We’ll consider this diagram to help with today’s devotional.  
The top portion of the diagram illustrates the believer’s po-
sition in Christ, so clearly established in the first three 
verses of Colossians 3.   

The bottom portion of the diagram addresses our condi-
tion.  At any moment in time, the child of God is either 
filled with the Spirit or carnal.  When a Christian is walking 
in newness of life and influenced by both the Spirit of God 
and Word of God, he or she is spiritual.   

However, should the Christian sin, that filling of the Spirit 
is lost and the flesh begins to dominate life.  He or she is 
now said to be carnal.   



I  Corinthians Flashbacks 
Monday, February 14:  

Read Colossians 3 (Continued) 

What’s the solution?  It is to confess our sin, which both 
restores us to fellowship with God and regains for us the 
filling of the Holy Spirit.  Note that throughout our strug-
gles with sin, we remain indwelt by the Holy Spirit, for we 
have been sealed with the Spirit and are His permanent 
possession.   

So then, what is at stake is whether we are going to live  
a life of walking with the Lord and accomplishing His pur-
poses or live a life centered in the desires of self! 



I  Corinthians Flashbacks 
Tuesday, February 15:  

Read Romans 8 
Every single member of the 
human race can be divided 
into one of two categories: 
those who have trusted 
Christ for their eternal sal-
vation and those who have 
not.  Thus, the two catego-
ries are the saved and the 
unsaved.  It is absolutely 
essential for the saved child 
of God to realize that every 
believer also can be divided into one of two categories.  
Let me describe those two categories in as many ways as 
possible:  

• Those who are spiritual and those who are carnal 

• Those who abide in Christ, and those who abide not 

• Those who walk in the light, and those who walk in 
darkness 

• Those who walk by the Spirit, and those who walk as 
men 

• Those who walk in newness of life, and those who walk 
after the flesh  

• Those who are filled with the Spirit, and those who are 
not.   

All of these descriptions have to do with the quality of the 
daily life of saved people, and are in no way a contrast 
between the saved and the unsaved.  Did you see how 
clearly this issue is raised multiple times in the eighth 
chapter of Romans?  If we care about pleasing the Lord, if  



I  Corinthians Flashbacks 
Tuesday, February 15:  

Read Romans 8 (Continued) 
we care about personal blessing, we must come to grips 
with the call to a Spirit-filled life.   

Here is another definition of what it means to walk by the 
Spirit.  You might find it helpful to meditate upon this 
statement:   

To walk in or by the Spirit is to allow Him to direct 
the way in which you live your life; it is to make  
decisions in the light of His holiness; it is to remain 
in communion with Him; it is to be occupied with the 
person of Christ, because the Spirit’s ministry is to 
engage us intimately with the Lord Jesus. Carefully 
note – walking by the Spirit is not a mystical, trance-
like state in which the believer enters and mysteri-
ously lives; nor is it some kind of far out, ethereal 
experience as some have postulated – any such 
thinking along those lines is completely cultic in its 
orientation. To walk by the Spirit is to live under the 
direction of the Holy Spirit and to walk by faith in 
God’s Word.            Donald Ekstrand 



I  Corinthians Flashbacks 
Wednesday, February 16:  

Read Ephesians 5 
As we spend a final day considering the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit, consider the following pair of verses: 

Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauch-
ery.  Instead, be filled with the Spirit.  Speak to one 
another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. 
Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord . . .   

            Ephesians 5:18-19 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you 
teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, 
and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs 
with gratitude in your hearts to God.    
                 Colossians 3:16  

Do you see how similar these verses are?  The only differ-
ence is the admonition to be filled with the Spirit in con-
trast to letting the Word of Christ fill us.  The similarity is 
because these are two sides of the same coin.  We know 
the Sword of the Spirit  is the Word of God (Ephesians 
6:17), and it can’t dwell richly within us unless we are also 
filled with the Spirit. 



I  Corinthians Flashbacks 
Wednesday, February 16:  

Read Ephesians 5 (Continued) 

After studying this topic, let me give you my own defini-
tion of what it means to walk in the Spirit:    

To walk (live) in the Spirit is to moment-by-moment 
maintain the filling of the Spirit, through the influ-
ence of both the indwelling Spirit and indwelling 
Word of God, that the life of Christ might be mani-
fest in us, as we navigate life’s daily demands.    

The walk of the Spirit 
covers every aspect 
of our lives.  It is  
moment-by-moment 
because we must 
closely monitor our 
lives, confessing sin 
when it occurs.  The 
walk of the Spirit is 
to have the soul in-
fluenced by both the 
Word of God and the 
Spirit of God that we 
might manifest the 
life of Christ in every 
aspect of our lives.  
This is to live a life 
that glorifies God and 
maintains the old 
man in the place of death where he belongs:   

And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh 
with its passions and desires.     Galatians 5:24 

  



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Thursday, February 17:  

Read Jeremiah 36 

We saw at the beginning of our study of Jeremiah that the 
sin of Israel had progressed to the point described in  
II Chronicles 36:16: 

But they mocked the messengers of God, despised 
His words, and scoffed at His prophets, until the 
wrath of the LORD arose against His people, till 
there was no remedy.  

There was no remedy except exile at the hands of the 
Babylonians.  In Jeremiah 15:1, God says: 

. . .“Even if Moses and Samuel stood before Me, My 
mind would not be favorable toward this people.”  

Terrible pronouncements of judgment followed from 
there. The issue of judgment in the form of exile would 
seem to be pretty much settled if it weren’t for a whole 
series of passages like Jeremiah 7:3, 18:7-8, 18:11,  
26:12-13, and this passage in Jeremiah 36:   

. . . this word came to Jeremiah from the LORD,  
saying: "Take a scroll of a book and write on it all 
the words that I have spoken to you against Israel, 
against Judah, and against all the nations, from the 
day I spoke to you, from the days of Josiah even to 
this day.  It may be that the house of Judah will 
hear all the adversities which I purpose to bring  
upon them, that everyone may turn from his evil 
way, that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin."  
              Jeremiah 36:1-3   

I have included all of these passages so that you could 
see that sprinkled throughout the entire book—even after 
the first deportation—it is almost as if God is trying to find 
a way of escape for His people while at the same time His 
wrath is being poured out.   



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Thursday, February 17:  

Read Jeremiah 36 (Continued) 

With one hand, the hammer of judgment is falling, while 
with the other hand, God is signaling: “Return to Me and 
be delivered!”   

Is this just one of the contradictions people claim are in 
the Bible?  It cannot be, because, as you know, the Bible 
rightly understood never contradicts itself.  Let me give 
you an alternative explanation to ponder: Is it possible, 
that although God’s righteousness and justice require the 
judgment of sin, His love constantly seeks to find a way to 
reconcile His rebellious creation to Himself?  

Justice will be satisfied, while at the same time love finds 
a way!  Furthermore, if this is the case, is it still true in 
our day?  Does it apply individually as well as corporately?  
We will investigate these questions further over the 
course of the next few days.  



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Friday, February 18: Read I John 4 

Again, we ask the question: “Do we have a choice to make 
between the judgment of God and the love of God?”  Let’s 
start at the level of the individual.  What does Scripture 
clearly tell us about every member of the human race?   

As for you . . . dead in your 
transgressions and sins 
. . . by nature objects of 

wrath.    Ephesians 2:1,3   

It is appointed for men to 
die once, but after this the  

judgment.      Hebrews 9:27    

In Adam all die . . .     

         I Corinthians 15:22 

Mankind is in deep trouble—
born dead in sin and an  
object of God’s wrath.  If 
nothing changes by the time 
we die, there is nothing but 
an expectation of eternal  

separation from God (death).   

But we have not yet taken the love of God into account!  
It is not that the love of God is going to somehow ignore 
our sin.  Rather, it is that God will find a way to deal with 
our sin in order to provide a way of deliverance.   

Did you notice Verse 14 in today’s reading?   

And we have seen and testify that the Father has 
sent His Son to be the Savior of the world.  



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Friday, February 18: Read I John 4 

(Continued) 

There it is!  He has provided a way out: 

. . . that everyone who believes in Him may have 

eternal life.            John 3:15   

I could have just started with John 3:16: 

For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son . . . 

But, I wanted you to see the pattern.  Man continually 
gets himself into a pre-
dicament of his own 
making whereby he  
deserves nothing but 
judgment from the 
hands of a holy God.   

Nevertheless, our God, 
Who is rich in mercy, 
provides a way of  
escaping that judgment.  
It is not a way of our 
own choosing or work!   
It is His way or not at 
all!  But what should be 
absolutely astonishing 
to each one of us is that 
there is even one way of escape!   

Who is like our God—rich in mercy and salvation? 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Monday, February 21:  

Read I Timothy 2  

Here is something we must understand about the God we 
love and worship:   

Righteousness and justice are the foundation of  
Your throne.               Psalm 89:14  

If God truly defines these characteristics, then His justice 
must act against all 
that does not meet 
His standard of right-
eousness.  That truth 
creates a hopeless 
situation for fallen 
mankind that is  
summed up by  
Romans 3:10-11:  

There is no one 
righteous, not 
even one; there is 
no one who under-
stands, no one 
who seeks God. 

This is why the Bible 
says mankind is on 
the broad road head-
ed to destruction 
(Matthew 7:13), for 
that’s what the unrighteous get from the justice of God!  
Is this what God desires?  Some will tell you that God has 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Monday, February 21:  

Read I Timothy 2 (Continued) 

chosen some for destruction, but the Scriptures say  
otherwise!   

“Do I have any pleasure at all that the wicked 
should die?" says the Lord GOD, "and not that he 
should turn from his ways and live?”    Ezekiel 18:23 

For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God 
our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to 
come to a knowledge of the truth.  For there is one 
God and one Mediator between God and men, the 
Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for 
all . . .              I Timothy 2:3-6    

Is this not astonishing?  We deserve judgment, but the 
love of God moti-
vates Him to find a 
way of deliverance—
a deliverance that is 
available through the 
work of the One Me-
diator, the Lord Je-
sus Christ!   

We see the potential 
for escape from 
judgment on the in-
dividual level, how 
about on the national 
level?  This is the 
topic for tomorrow. 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Tuesday, February 22:  

Read Jeremiah 18  

As we move from the individual to the national, let me ask 
a question, “Does God judge nations, while at the same 
time calling them to avoid judgment by turning from their 
evil?”  I ask this because sometimes we think of God as 
dealing with His people, but not being capable of reaching 
in and impacting a nation.  I assure you He can.  For He 
has done so many times, and is doing so right now.   

Consider this verse from today’s reading:  

“. . . If that nation against whom I have spoken 
turns from its evil,  I will relent of the disaster that 
I thought to bring upon it.”      Jeremiah 18:8   

On the other hand, in Romans Chapter 1, we see a people  
who, although they knew God, refused to give Him His 
due.  As a result: 

Although they claimed to be wise, they became 
fools . . .             Romans 1:22 

And then three times in Romans 1:24-32, it says that God 
turned them over.   



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Tuesday, February 22:  

Read Jeremiah 18 (Continued) 

What follows is an increasingly downward spiral of moral 
decay within the society.  In other words, God is letting a 
people who are becoming more anti-God reap what they 
sow in terms of societal decay.   

Not only can God reach in and judge a nation in theory, 
He is reaching in and judging the United States of America 
right now.  Read  
Romans 1:24-32 and 
compare it to the last 
few years’ worth of news 
headlines.  Our turning 
from the Lord is matched 
by God giving us over  
to . . .  

Now is it possible that, if 
we would turn to Him, 
He would restore us as  
a nation?  I can tell you 
this for certain, the  
Romans 1 cycle can be 
stopped by just one 
thing.  That is the mes-
sage of Romans 1:16: 

For it is the power of God unto salvation for all who 
will believe. . .  

If we build momentum in our nation through lost people 
getting saved, then God may apply the truth of Jeremiah 
18:8 and relent of the disaster that is otherwise coming.   
I see no other way, and so our calling is clear—herald the 
good news of the Gospel!        



The Book of Hebrews 
Wednesday, February 23:  

Read Hebrews 3:12-14 

I know today’s reading is very short, but the Book of  
Hebrews is so 
packed that 
we need to 
take it one 
truth at a 
time.  I sug-
gest you just 
read these 
three verses 
over to your-
self several 
times, and 
then pray their 
context for 
your children 
and grandchil-
dren!  Now 
let’s make sure we understand what these verses are say-
ing.  Our passage starts with: Beware brethren . . .   

As we have been saying all along, the writer of Hebrews 
has a saved audience in mind—brothers and sisters in the 
Lord.  But what comes next may very well surprise us:  

Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil 
heart of unbelief in departing from the living  
God . . .   

This begs the question, is it possible for a saved individual 
to have an unbelieving heart?  Is it possible for a saved 
person to have an evil heart?  The text certainly seems to 
indicate that is the case, but did we interpret it correctly?   



The Book of Hebrews 
Wednesday, February 23:  

Read Hebrews 3:12-14 (Continued)  

Here is what J. Vernon McGee has to say:  

You may ask, “Could that be true of a believer?”  It 
certainly could.  It is very important to realize that 
God was angry with their sin.  What was their sin?  
It was not murder. . .they didn’t believe God.  That 
was their great sin.          

Recall, the historical example we have already studied—
the Exodus generation.  Both the Old and the New Testa-
ments make it clear that they had believed in Christ, and 
yet they acted in unbelief every time they ran out of  
water, ran out food, or found giants in the Land!   

Let me give you two points of 
application to ponder as we 
close today’s devotional:   

1. When you are dealing with 
the God of heaven, who 
went to such great lengths 
to save you, and you re-
spond to Him in unbelief— 
it is evil.  There is no wiggle 
room on this!  You can  
recover by confessing your 
sin, but you cannot justify it!   

2. Departure from God, that would be to turn away, isn’t 
first in a sequence—it is a result.  It is always preced-
ed by unbelief!   

Hard as it might be to hear, this kind of warning is very 
good for us. 



The Book of Hebrews 
Thursday, February 24: 

Read Romans 10 

How many of those reading today’s devotional do you 
suppose have either first-hand knowledge, or have heard, 
of a child or grandchild who was raised in a Christian envi-
ronment, had a testimony of faith in Christ and evidence 
of spiritual growth, and then went off to college or the 
work world and wandered away from any kind of substan-
tive walk with the Lord?  I think it likely to be nearly 
100%.   

I ask this because I want us to consider today how abso-
lutely essential is the issue we raised yesterday—beware  
 

. . . lest you have an evil heart of unbelief!   

I don’t think I can state this too emphatically—faith 
(belief) in God Himself, and His Word, is simply funda-
mental to the quality of the Christian Life we live.   

Unbelief leads to a spiritual wilderness experience, while a 
walk of faith leads to a spiritually abundant life.  Now it is, 
of course, possible that our hypothetical child or grand-
child never actually trusted in the person and work of 
Christ unto eternal life.  But in many cases, we are as sure 
as we can be that they did—so, what happened?   



The Book of Hebrews 
Thursday, February 24: 

Read Romans 10 (Continued) 

The Book of Hebrews certainly makes it clear that it is 
possible for the child of God to turn in unbelief, and so let 
me suggest how this unfolds.  The sin nature, the world, 
and Satan all seek to foment unbelief in the child of God.  
If we are not daily in the Word of God, sitting under good 
teaching, and being encouraged by other believers, we 
too can succumb. 

Now picture that 
hapless college 
student who lives 
in an environment 
where nearly  
everything has  
colluded to tear 
down the faith of 
the unwary Chris-
tian.  We shouldn’t 
be surprised at 
what happens.  By 
the way, why do I 
preach a little too 
long each week?  
Because my job is to promote or stimulate belief through 
the clear proclamation of God’s Word.  For:  

. . . faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the 
Word of God.             Romans 10:17  

Take away the Word and faith will dwindle!  So, this clos-
ing thought: Pray for your extended family members, and 
speak the Word of faith into their lives every opportunity 
you get.  



The Book of Hebrews 
Friday, February 25: 

Read Habakkuk 1 

Although we are still working our way through Hebrews, I 
want to take two days to reinforce the importance of the 
believer’s walk of faith by looking at the first two chapters 
of Habakkuk.  (Habakkuk is in the minor prophet section 
of the Old Testament.)  In the first four verses, the proph-
et Habakkuk lays out before the Lord something that is 
really bothering him, and he is pretty blunt with God!  
Perhaps Verse 3 sums up his complaint:   

Why do you make me look at injustice?  Why do you 
tolerate wrong? . . .  

God answers Habakkuk’s question in Verses 5-11, and I 
can tell you ahead of time that Habakkuk is not going to 
like the answer.  The short version of God’s answer is: I 
see the sin of My people, and I am going to send the  
Babylonians as My judgment upon them.   

  



The Book of Hebrews 
Friday, February 25: 

Read Habakkuk 1 (Continued) 

Habakkuk now has a new issue, and he voices it from 
Habakkuk 1:12 all the way down to 2:1.  Let’s use Verse 
13 to summarize that which is perplexing Habakkuk:  

Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; You cannot 
tolerate wrong.  Why then do You tolerate the 
treacherous?  Why are You silent while the wicked 
swallow up those more righteous than themselves?     

Here is what is bothering Habakkuk: He starts out by  
being really bothered by the sin within Israel, and wants 
God to do something about it.  
God reveals to Habakkuk that 
He is going to deal with the 
sin of Israel by sending the 
Babylonians to take Israel into 
exile.   

Habakkuk’s new dilemma is: 
How is it possible for God to 
use an even more wicked  
people to judge Israel?  That’s 
a good question isn’t it?  We 
are going to have to wait to 
find out God’s answer tomor-
row.  Expect it to have some-
thing to do with faith—since 
our study of Hebrews is what 
brought us here.  In the meantime, is it fair to say that 
living in the fallen world as we do, we are greatly blessed 
to have a God who knows and can act according to His 
perfect judgment?  Amen! 



The Book of Hebrews 

Monday, February 28:   
Read Habakkuk 2 

Yesterday we saw the prophet’s consternation when he 
learned God’s solution was a little bit different than his.  
For Habakkuk wanted God to judge evil, but apparently he 
wanted it to be done in a nice and tidy way that preserved 
the Nation of Israel.  God revealed to Habakkuk that He 
indeed was going to judge the evil in Israel, but He was 
going to do so by allowing the even more wicked Babylo-
nians to carry Israel into captivity.   

In essence, Habakkuk questions how this could be just.  
He reminds me of Christians in our day who want evil in 
America to be judged, but the America we love to be pre-
served.  Unfortunately, the problem is this: the America 
we love may not really exist any more and God’s judg-
ment is very likely to take our nation into a place we 
would rather it not go. 

So, how does God answer this perplexity on the part of 
both Habakkuk and, I suspect, many of us as well?  Let 
me suggest He focuses on two things.  First, God tells 
Habakkuk that He has everything under control—your job 
is just to trust me!   

. . . the righteous will live by his faith.   
             Habakkuk 2:4 

In the context, God makes it very clear that things are  
going to get messy as the judgment falls on Israel, but 
those who are justified by faith are to simply walk by faith 
through thick and thin.  At this point we should hear an 
echo of what we have been learning in Hebrews:  

See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful  
unbelieving heart that turns away from the living 
God.           Hebrews 3:12  



The Book of Hebrews 

Monday, February 28:   
Read Habakkuk 2 (Continued) 

Habakkuk approaches it from the positive side, and the 
writer of Hebrews from the negative.  And, I can tell you 
one thing for sure, God wants His church to do exactly 
what He told Habakkuk to do—walk by faith.  How do I 
know that?  Because Habakkuk 2:4 is quoted three times 
in the New Testament including in Hebrews Chapter 10. 

There is one other thing in the second chapter of Habak-
kuk that we don’t want to overlook.  Let me suggest that 
God wants His people to not only walk by faith but also to 
engage in worship—to simply focus upon Him no matter 
what is going on in the world around us.  After ridiculing 
the idols of the day, God reminds us that,  

The LORD is in His holy temple; let all the earth be 
silent before Him.           Habakkuk 2:20   

It is not hard for me to sputter and fume over some of the 
things going on in our day.  What a good reminder to 
come before the Lord, let the sputtering and fuming die 
down, and simply concentrate upon who He is, His good-
ness, and His Sovereignty over all things! 
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