
February 2021 
Daily Devotional 

Vistoso Community Church 



Foreword 
As we begin the second month of 2021, we can continue to 
trust in what God has revealed and preserved for us in His 
Word.  This month we begin with the last two days of the 
short series of devotions from Philippians that we began 
last month.  Then we move into 
several days of lessons from the 
Book of Galatians.  Our devotions 
in Galatians focus on the Chris-
tian way of life and the tools God 
provides to enable us to live and 
walk worthy of our calling in 
Christ.   

We will finish out the month with 
a return to lessons from the Book 
of Exodus.  Our readings in Exo-
dus coupled with New Testament 
scriptures serve to remind us of 
God’s consistent message through thousands of years of 
revelation—the continued unfolding of God’s redemptive 
plan for mankind.   

 

 

Keven Redig 

 

 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 



Lessons from Philippians 
Monday, February 1: Read  

Acts 16:30-31 and Acts 15:25 

In Acts 16:30-31 we have one of the greatest snapshots of 
the Gospel in the pages of Scripture.   

He (the jailor) then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved?” They replied, “Believe in 
the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your 
household.”  

Verse 16:32 makes it very clear that Paul and Silas provid-
ed supporting information to their summary statement in 
Verse 31.   

Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to 
all the others in his house.  

First, the summary statement, and then the supporting 
truth from the Word, led to a decision for Christ—not only 
on the part of the jailor but also his entire family!  God’s 
Word accomplishes His purposes.  It does not return empty 
and void. 

We have seen that salvation is apart from any type of  
actions, or works, on the part of man.  Instead, it is by 
faith, and not just faith in the idea of God, but in the spe-
cific object—the person and work of Jesus Christ!  From 
the basis of two specific households—Lydia’s and the jail-
or’s—we now have the start of a church in Philippi.   

Paul’s relationship with this Church, through his Epistle to 
them, continues to bless us today.  Now, I want you to 
think for a minute about the situation, just before this pas-
sage with which we are so familiar.  Paul and Silas have 
been brutally beaten and are chained in the dank dark of 
the innermost cell of the jail.  Think about how you would 
feel were you in their situation.  As the moment of the  
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Lessons from Philippians 
Monday, February 1: Read  

Acts 16:30-31 and Acts 15:25 (Continued) 

great earthquake that would rock the jail drew closer, do 
you think these two missionaries knew the jailor was about 
to rush in and ask what was necessary in order to be 
saved?  Do you think they knew that a whole family was 
about to be saved, or that their conversation was about to 
be preserved forever in the pages of Scripture?  Did they 
know things were going to turn out the way they did?  I 
think you would agree that the answer is clear.  Paul and 
Silas had no way of knowing the momentous events that 
God was about to initiate.   

We can’t know what is coming either.  Our job is to be 
faithful in growing in grace and knowledge and following 
our Savior in sacrificial service (the very topic of the book 
of Philippians).  God will take care of producing the results.   

This is something to which we must hold fast in faith, even 
when our circumstances have beaten us up and imprisoned 
us!   Furthermore, if you are like me, the mental battle is 
the key.  Difficult circumstances or setbacks are a challenge 
to being ready to be used by God.  Had I received the 
treatment Paul had, I doubt I could have been ready to so 
succinctly and with such obvious sincerity share the Gospel 
with a lost individual—even if he or she was before me on 
bended knee asking for it.   

One thing you and I can do.  We can follow the example of 
Paul and Silas after being beaten up by this world, and that 
is to pray and sing hymns to God.  Settle the matter in your 
own mind, with the Word of God as truth to which you an-
chor your soul, and you never know when an earthquake of 
God’s making will be right around the corner! 



Lessons from Philippians 
Tuesday, February 2: Read Philippians  
Sampler—1:21-24, 2:4, 3:10-11, 4:13  

We have investigated Paul’s first visit to Philippi as record-
ed in Acts 15-16.  This visit, which corresponds to the start 
of the Church in Philippi, occurred some time just prior to 
50 AD.   

So then, what is the  
situation at the time of 
Paul’s letter to the Phi-
lippians—likely between 
60-62 AD?  During the 
intervening years, Paul 
has kept in touch with 
the fledgling Church 
through Timothy, and 
has returned to the city 
on at least two other 
occasions. (Acts 20:1-6)   

It is clear from the first 
chapter of Philippians 
that Paul is now in pris-
on. (Philippians 1:7, 13-

14, 20-24, 30)  His life is most certainly on the line.  He is 
most likely imprisoned in Rome, waiting for Caesar to pass 
judgment on his case.   

We should also consider the purpose for which the book of 
Philippians was written. There are, of course, Paul’s pur-
poses for writing, such as an appreciation for financial sup-
port and a health update on Epaphroditus.  I would call 

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Philippians 
Tuesday, February 2: Read Philippians  
Sampler—1:21-24, 2:4, 3:10-11, 4:13 

(Continued) 

these surface purposes.  There are also God’s purposes in 
preserving this letter as part of His Word.  I would like to 
suggest three purposes that are interwoven throughout the 
book: 1) to display the life of a servant;  2) to reveal the 
thinking (heart) of a servant; and 3) to emphasize the 
great care needed to guard one’s servant heart!  I will do 
my best to develop each of these when we return to our 
lessons in Philippians.   

Before we move on to some lessons in Galatians tomorrow, 
here is a point of application for you to consider: Paul is in 
prison, on a trumped up charge, waiting to be freed or exe-
cuted at the hand of a capricious emperor.  Yet his heart 
turns to ministry and service to others.  Are we ready to do 
the same in the midst of whatever challenges God brings 
our way?  Even now I hope that Paul’s servant heart will 
convict our hearts to follow his example, while at the same 
time remembering that such service can only be done in 
the strength the Lord provides. 

Lord. 

Develop 

in each  

of us 

a servant’s 

heart! 



Return to Galatians 
Wednesday, February 3:  

Read II Corinthians 3 

As we return to Galatians, we will continue to see Paul 
steadfastly maintaining that the Christian Way of Life can-
not be lived by any system of law-keeping, but instead can  
only be accomplished through that which God provides.   
To show you the subtle distinction, what do you think 
about the following testimony:   

And I, who through steadfastness of purpose, am 
transforming myself into His likeness with ever-
increasing glory, which comes from my sacrifice and 
commitment in order to bring Him glory.    

I have heard this taught as the Christian Life any number 
of times and it appeals to many.  There are a lot of good 
things in the above statement, but is it Biblical and why 
does it sound like boasting?  Let’s look at II Corinthians 
3:18, which is the Biblical version:   

And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the 
Lord’s glory, are being transformed into His likeness 
with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the 
Lord, who is the Spirit.      II Corinthians 3:18  

Do you see the difference?  Reflecting the Lord’s glory and 
being transformed into His image are still the focal point of 
what is going on, but who is doing it?  The transformation 
is the work of the Lord, accomplished by His Spirit, so that 
He gets the glory.  No boasting here!  In fact, consider the 
kind of testimony the one being transformed by the hand 
of God is to have:   

. . .we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that 
this all-surpassing power is from God and not from 
us.            II Corinthians  4:7 

 And all God’s people said, “Amen!”  



Return to Galatians 
Thursday, February 4: Read Hebrews 7 

We saw mention yesterday of the Holy Spirit as the means 
by which we live the Christian Life, and we are going to see 
it again today.  Notice first, that the law simply cannot get 
the job done:   

The former regulation is set aside because it was 
weak and useless (for the law made nothing perfect,) 
and a better hope is introduced, by which we draw 
near to God.             Hebrews 7:18-19   

If the law that came from God Himself is weak and useless 
when it comes to enabling us to live the Christian Life, most 
certainly any system of do’s and don’ts of our own making 
is even more of a disaster!  And, in case you have forgot-
ten, I remind you that the purpose of the Mosaic Law was 
to prove to us that we are sinners and not to provide the 
means of living a God-pleasing life. (Romans 3:20)  What 
then is the means?   

Before we study the means in detail in Galatians, let me 
show you from Romans:   

And so He condemned sin in sinful man in order that 
the righteous requirements of the law might be fully 
met in us, who do not live according to the sinful  
nature but according to the Spirit.     Romans 8:3-4   

How do we live a righteous life that meets and exceeds the 
requirements of the law?  By means of a life lived by the 
Holy Spirit.  C. I. Scofield summarizes our options very  
succinctly:   

• If I say I am not under law, and stop there, I am left in 
spiritual anarchy. 



Return to Galatians 
Thursday February 4: Read Hebrews 7 

(Continued) 

• If I say I am under the law and grace, I am in the  
current Galatians 2 heresy which seeks to combine two 
things which do not mix!  As we have already learned, 
this is to be estranged from Christ and to have swerved  
off course from grace.   

• If I say I am not under the Law but instead am under 
grace, I am giving a Biblical and Christian testimony.  
This Biblical testimony is not only in the context of  
Romans 8:4 but also all of the other Scriptures which 
speak of the supernaturally-high calling associated with 
the Christian Life.  

In other words, the only way we can live the quality of life 
that meets, and in fact far exceeds that proscribed by the 
law, is to live by the means that God in grace has sup-
plied—centered around the Word of God and Spirit of God! 



Return to Galatians 
Friday, February 5:  

Read Galatians 5:16-26  

In today’s half chapter of text, we have the walk of the 
Spirit, the fruit of the Spirit, and an admonition to keep in 
step with the Spirit.  As you can imagine, our focus for the 
next few days is going to be upon the Holy Spirit’s ministry 
in the life of the believer.  Of course, let’s make sure to  
remember that the Holy Spirit’s ministry to any child of God 
actually began before they were saved.  For the Holy 
Spirit’s ministry to the lost can be found in John 16:8:  

“When He (the Holy Spirit) comes, He will convict the 
world in regard to sin and righteousness and  
judgment: in regard to sin, because they do not  
believe in Me. . .” 

We see that it is the ministry of the Holy Spirit to convict a 
lost person of their need to place their faith in the person 
and work of Jesus Christ.  Should that lost individual  
believe, they will undergo a spiritual birth and the Holy 
Spirit plays an essential role there as well:   

“Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to 
spirit.  You should not be surprised at My saying, ‘You 
must be born again.’”         John 3:6-7    

This Scripture is part of Jesus’ dialogue with Nicodemus, 
and Jesus made clear to him that, without a spiritual birth, 
he will not see heaven.  We have good reason to believe 
that Nicodemus did believe in the person and work of 
Christ, which means the Holy Spirit provided a spiritual birth 
for Nicodemus, or stated another way,  

. . .if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. . .   
             II Corinthians 5:17  

The Holy Spirit regenerates the lost, and tomorrow we will 
begin to look at His ministry to the saved!  



Return to Galatians 
Monday, February 8:  
Read I Corinthians 6 

On Friday, we talked about the work of the Holy Spirit in 
bringing a lost person into the family of God.  Today let’s 
talk about the ministries of the Holy Spirit in the life of a 
believer.  Specifically, these are things that are the  
permanent possession of every child of God:   

1. Spiritual baptism into the Body of Christ:  

For by One Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body. . .             I Corinthians 12:13   

Be careful to note that this is not water baptism, but a 
work of the Spirit.   

2. The Holy Spirit takes up residence within every  
believer—often referred to as His indwelling:   

Or do you not know that your body is a temple of 
the Holy Spirit Who is in you, whom you have from 
God, and you are not your own?      I Corinthians 6:19   

It is important to note that, in the context, Paul was tak-
ing the Corinthians to task for their sin.  If you could lose 
the Holy Spirit, their behavior would have done it!  But 
his argument includes the fact they are indwelt with the 
Spirit in spite of their sin.  A believer indwelt with the 
Spirit and sexual sin are fundamentally incompatible!   

3. Every believer is sealed with the Holy Spirit—and if 
sealed by the Spirit—one’s eternal inheritance is  
guaranteed!   

. . .having believed, you were sealed with the Holy 
Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our  
inheritance. . .            Ephesians 1:13-14  

Continued on the next page. 



Return to Galatians 
Monday February 8:  

Read I Corinthians 6 (Continued) 

4. Each of us is spiritually gifted—by none other than the 
Holy Spirit:   

But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each 
one for the profit of all. . .      I Corinthians 12:7   

5. And lastly for today, how does God show His ongoing 
love for His children?   

. . .the love of God has been poured out in our hearts 
by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.  Romans 5:5 

So after just one day of study, here is the crux of Paul’s  
argument: Given all that is available for the child of God 
with respect to the Spirit of God, why would anyone turn 
back to the law?  In referring to the law, I mean any sys-
tem of trying to live the Christian life by a list of do’s and 
don’ts!  Living that way makes no sense at all given what is 
waiting for the believer by means of the Spirit of God.   



Return to Galatians 
Tuesday, February 9: Read Ephesians 5 

Today I want to introduce you to those aspects of the Holy 
Spirit’s ministry that are not guaranteed, but rather have 
the potential to be present in the life of the believer.  When 
I say potential, I don’t mean that we have to do certain 
things to earn or deserve them, I mean they are dependent 
upon us following the Scriptural guidelines for appropriating 
them into our lives.  

In other words, we have to do things God’s way to realize 
these benefits!  Consider the following:   

1. God desires to enable us by means of His Spirit:   

I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be  
enlightened in order that you may know. . .His  
incomparably great power for us who believe.  That 
power is like the working of His mighty strength, 
which He exerted in Christ when He raised Him from 
the dead and seated Him at His right hand. . .   
            Ephesians 1:18-20  

God intends for the same power that raised Christ from 
the dead to be at work in the lives of those who have 
put their faith in Him.  And, what will the Spirit accom-
plish?  We see a glimpse in Romans 8:11:   

And if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the 
dead is living in you, He who raised Christ from the 
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through 
His Spirit, who lives in you.         Romans 8:11   

2. Then, looking at the enablement of the Spirit from  
another angle, we have the Filling of the Spirit:  

. . .understand what the Lord’s will is.  Do not get 
drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery.  Instead, 
be filled with the Spirit.      Ephesians 5:17-18   

Continued on the next page. 



Return to Galatians 
Tuesday, February 9: Read Ephesians 5

(Continued) 

We are going to choose to allow our souls to be influ-
enced by any number of things.  The imperative mood 
of the verb translated be filled makes it clear that it is 
God’s will for it to be the Holy Spirit!  Is it any wonder 
that one theologian quipped:   

A Christian is a Christian because he is rightly related 
to CHRIST; but he that is spiritual is spiritual because 

he is rightly related to the Spirit. . . Lewis Chafer  

3. For everyone who chooses to put themselves in a posi-
tion to be taught—with their noses in their Bibles or sit-
ting under good teaching, the Holy Spirit is our teacher: 

“But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the  
Father will send in My name, will teach you all things 
and will remind you of everything I said to you.” 
              John 14:26   

That brings us to the walk of the Spirit and the fruit of the 
Spirit which will be our subjects for the next few days.   



Return to Galatians 
Wednesday, February 10: Read Romans 7 

For almost all our time in Galatians the emphasis has been:   

• You can’t be saved by means of keeping the Law—any 
system of law. 

• You can’t live the kind of Christian Life to which God has 
called us by means of law-keeping!   

So what, then, are the means to live the Christian Life?  We 
covered one of them back in Chapter 2:   

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, 
but Christ lives in me.  The life I live in the body I live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
Himself for me.            Galatians 2:20   

Who we were in Adam was crucified so that the life of 
Christ might be manifest in each of us.  From there we are 
to move forward in dependent faith.  I consider this the 
short version, which is greatly amplified in Romans Chap-
ters 6 and 8.  In Galatians 5, we have another aspect:   

So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify 
the desires of the sinful nature.       Galatians 5:16    

This verse should naturally lead to questions:   

1. Is there a struggle after we are saved?  And, if so, with 
whom or what?  Now it is not uncommon in our day to 
hear those who teach that if you are truly saved, you 
will no longer struggle with sin.  The Word of God most 
certainly says otherwise!  Right in our text it is quite 
clear that our struggle with the sin nature will continue 
after salvation.    

Continued on the next page. 



Return to Galatians 
Wednesday, February 10: Read Romans 7 

(Continued) 

2. Today’s reading in Romans 7 expands so thoroughly on 
the subject of living by the Spirit it is hard to understand 
why anyone would teach otherwise:   

Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer 
I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.  So 
I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil 
is right there with me.             Romans 7:20-21  

Of course, Galatians 5 tells us that the sinful nature and the 
Spirit are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do 
what you want. (Galatians 5:17)  This conflict is going to 
continue throughout our Christian Life.  So what’s the an-
swer?  Should we try and manage this from the source of 
our own strength—buckle down and try harder?  Or per-
haps we should try it God’s way—living by the Spirit!   



Return to Galatians 
Thursday, February 11:  
Read Romans 8: 1-17 

If anyone could try harder, it would be the Apostle Paul.  As 
we saw in yesterday’s reading in Romans 7, here is Paul’s 
summation:   

What a wretched man I am!  Who will rescue me 
from this body of death?          Romans 7:24  

This is a believer talking about his inability to overcome the 
power of the sin nature in his own life.  But, he concludes 
with: “Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!”   
For our Savior has broken the power of the flesh by uniting 
us with Him in His death and then sending His Spirit to be 
the means by which we walk in newness of life.  Isn’t that 
what the Scripture says?  

. . .live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the  
desires of the sinful nature.        Galatians 5:16  

First, let’s settle an issue of translation—you may have a 
translation that says, “walk by the Spirit.”  The Greek word 
is literally the path of your footsteps.  For this word, walk 
and live are synonyms.   In short, your walk is the life you 
live—every moment of every day we should be walking 
(living) by means of the enabling power of the Holy Spirit!  
So what does it mean to walk, or live, by the Spirit?  To live 
by the Spirit starts with being filled with the Spirit.  For the 
rest of today, let’s try to understand the filling of the Spirit:   

1. To be filled with the Spirit is to allow the indwelling Holy 
Spirit to influence the soul.   

             Continued on the next page. 



Return to Galatians 
Thursday, February 11:  

Read Romans 8:1-17 (Continued) 

2. The filling of the Spirit requires us to be without  
unconfessed sin—in other words, nothing in our lives 
that would grieve or quench the Spirit.   

3. The filling of the Spirit requires us to be in fellowship 
with God, and by that I simply mean in the light as He is 
in the light.  These two issues of sin in the life and fel-
lowship with God are closely related and something that 
we have to evaluate before Him constantly.   

So. how does this get us to the walk of the Spirit?  That will 
be tomorrow’s topic!     



Return to Galatians 
Friday, February 12: Read Colossians 3  

Having considered the filling of the Spirit yesterday, how 
does that relate to the command in Galatians to live (walk) 
by the Spirit—the essential component of not gratifying the 
desires of the sinful nature?  Again, let’s break it down into 
manageable pieces:   

• To live by the Spirit is simply to perpetuate the filling of 
the Spirit as a function of time.  In other words, if we  
moment-by-moment maintain the filling of the Spirit, we 
will be living by the Spirit.    

• It is not possible to live by the Spirit apart from adhering 
to the command of Colossians 3:16: 

Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly. . .  

In other words, the Word of Christ and the Spirit of 
Christ will always act in perfect concert and harmony 
with each other to provide both guidance and enable-
ment.   

• To walk by the Spirit requires us to be dependent upon 
His ministries to us: teaching, enabling and guiding.   

Putting this all together, here is my understanding of what it 
means to walk (live) by means of the Holy Spirit:   

To walk (live) by the Spirit is to moment-by-moment 
maintain the filling of the Spirit, through the influence 
of both the indwelling Spirit and indwelling Word of 
God, that the life of Christ might be manifest in us, as 
we “navigate” life’s daily demands.   

Continued on the next page. 



Return to Galatians 
Friday, February 12: Read Colossians 3  

(Continued) 

There is an objective aspect to all of this—the Spirit always 
leads in a matter consistent with the Word of God—no 
exceptions.   

Then there is a more subjective aspect—the Holy Spirit also 
leads in daily circumstances and guides us into the works 
that God would have us to do.  This is everything from a 
word of encouragement to sharing the good news of the 
Gospel.   

What an example of God’s grace to us is the Holy Spirit 
enabled life!  

 



Return to Galatians 
Monday, February 15: Read Ephesians 4 

In our consideration of the Holy Spirit’s ministry, two more 
items to ponder—one today and one tomorrow.  For today, 
I want us to be aware that it is possible for the believer to  
stymy the Holy Spirit’s ministry in our lives.  For example, 
consider Ephesians 4:30:   

And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom 
you were sealed for the day of redemption.  

In the context in which this verse is found, Paul is warning 
the believers in Ephesus about a wide range of interperson-
al sin.  In short, when we do sin, we have grieved the Spirit 
within.  We have also broken our fellowship with the Father.  
I Thessalonians issues a similar warning:  

Do not quench the Spirit.       I Thessalonians 5:19  

Let me suggest that when we sin, we grieve the Spirit and 
temporarily lose the filling of the Spirit.  Should we persist 
in sin, or fail to confess them, over time we quench the on-
going ministry of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Shockingly,  
believers are often much less sensitive to this issue than 
they should be.  Why do I say that?  Ephesians 4:17-19 
speaks of the hardness of heart that can develop within a 
believer who continues in a downward spiral of sin.  If sin is 
unaddressed, we have a relational problem with God: 

If we claim to have fellowship with Him yet walk in 
the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 
                 I John 1:6   

            Continued on the next page. 



Galatians 
Monday, February 15: Read Ephesians 4

(Continued) 

This in turn leads to the complete absence of any spiritual 
production, for: 

“. . .apart from Me, you can do nothing.” John 15:5  

So what is the lesson for all of us?  God has given us a 
marvelous provision in the many-faceted ministry of the 
Holy Spirit.  But, if we allow sin to go unaddressed, and by 
that I mean if we don’t regularly examine ourselves before 
the Lord, and confess sin as God draws our attention to it, 
then we can literally short-circuit the teaching, filling, and 
enabling ministries of the Holy Spirit in our lives.   

With the Spirit-filled life at stake, it behooves us to watch 
our lives closely for anything that might hinder our fellow-
ship with the Lord, and confess sin as often as needed that 
we would continue to abide in Him!  



Galatians 
Tuesday, February 16: Read Galatians 5 

One final area of consideration—the fruit of the Spirit.    

. . .the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and  
self-control.             Galatians 5:22-23   

Now this is truly a marvelous list, and it is very tempting for 
the motivated Christian to take it as a guide for Christian 
living.  In other words, to define the Christian Life as being 
loving, joyful, patient, kind, etc.  Once we do that, we are 
naturally going to apply ourselves to being those things.  
Our reading of the book of Galatians should have taught us 
that with that type of thinking we have just created a law 
by which to live.  Indeed, it is a very good law, but we 
learned that you cannot be saved by law-keeping of any 
kind!  Neither can you reduce the Christian Life to a system 
of do’s and don’ts.  Let me remind you:  

By faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the  
righteousness for which we hope.      Galatians 5:5 

Righteousness is achieved through the Spirit.  So too, we 
have learned, is victory with respect to the sin nature.   

Once again looking at Galatians 5:22, The fruit of the Spirit 
is. . ., understand that the list that follows is not the fruit of 
your efforts or mine!  Rather, they are the fruit of the Holy 
Spirit.  If these fruits are going to be present in my life or 
yours—the Holy Spirit is going to have to produce them.  I 
once measured my Christian Life by how hard I was trying.  
Now I measure it in terms of how well I am cooperating 
with what God wants to do in and through me.      

Continued on the next page. 



Galatians 
Tuesday, February 16: Read Galatians 5

(Continued) 

To that end, I find this quote to be very helpful:      

Christian living is not our living with Christ’ help.  It is 
Christ living His life in us.  Therefore that portion of 
our lives that is not His living is not Christian living; 
and that portion of our service that is not His doing is 
not Christian service; for all such life and service have 
but a human and natural source, and Christian life and 
service have a supernatural and spiritual source.    
                  Conant 



Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, February 17: Read Luke 24 

I am sure your first thoughts were: “Why are we reading in 
the Gospel of Luke if we are returning to Exodus?”  As we 
return, I thought it might be good to remind you of the  
coherence of Scripture, how it all fits together.  It is good to 
recall that history is not a collection of isolated events but 
the progressive unfolding of God’s great redemptive plan.  
Today, let’s focus upon the two travelers on their way to 
Emmaus.  Note these two men are said to have downcast 
faces following the crucifixion, for in their own words:  

. . .we had hoped that He (Jesus) was going to be the 
One who was going to redeem Israel.       Luke 24:21 

Verses 20-24 make it clear that these two men have ade-
quate information: a messianic claim on the part of Jesus, 
the fact that Jesus was alive again on the third day, and so 
on.  Nonetheless, it is also clear that they just had not been 
able to put it all together.  Why not?  Verses 25-27 are 
equally clear.  The problem was they were slow to believe 
the testimony contained within God’s Word! Look carefully 
at the approach that Jesus takes, beginning with Moses. . ., 
Jesus applies the Scriptures to himself.   

For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for 

he wrote about Me. . .          John 5:46   

Every believer should have a scriptural framework of under-
standing with respect to God’s redemption, beginning with 
the writings of Moses!  

 “. . . I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and 

with mighty acts of judgment.”       Exodus 6:6 

Do the First Advent and the Cross of Christ fit this defini-
tion?  Yes!  God reached right into human history through 
the incarnation of His Son, and then judged Him in our 
place that the price of redemption would be paid in full! 

 



Return to Exodus 
Thursday, February 18: Read Exodus 12 

Let me start today by reminding you of a theme we  
developed some months ago; namely, that the book of  
Exodus provides a 
fantastic framework 
from which to  
understand God’s 
plan of redemption.  
I think you will  
continue to be 
amazed at how ap-
plicable something 
written so long ago 
continues to be in 
the day in which we 
live. 

Let’s begin today at Exodus 10:28.   

Pharaoh said to Moses, “Get out of my sight!   
Make sure you do not appear before me again!   
The day you see my face you will die.”   

The above decree was issued after the occurrence of the 
first nine plagues.  Let’s refresh our memory on the purpose 
of the plagues.  They were intended to make it clear that 
Israel’s Redeemer was more powerful than the oppressor 
(and the gods of the oppressor)!  How well did that work?  
Judging from Pharaoh’s response, it apparently was working 
fairly well and Pharaoh didn’t like it so he decided to threat-
en Moses.   

Now you may be aware that there exists a theological  
position that mirrors that of the skeptic.  It goes something 
like this: Those plagues were all just natural occurrences.  

 



Return to Exodus 
Thursday, February 18: Read Exodus 12

(Continued) 

They followed a typical seasonal pattern or were the result 
of a previous plague with some kind of anthrax-like  
outbreak figuring prominently.  

My response, “Really, is that the best you can come up 
with?”  Why would Pharaoh threaten Moses if the plagues 
appeared to be natural in origin?   

On the contrary, both the specificity and the selectivity of 
the plagues convinced Pharaoh that the source was the God 
of Moses.  Pharaoh’s answer was to try and intimidate Mo-
ses.  Do you think this is going to work?    



Return to Exodus 
Friday, February 19:  

Read Exodus 25 (Exodus 11:1) 

So were the plagues just natural phenomena, some sort of 
extreme, but otherwise predictable, seasonal occurrences?  
Two theologians nicely handle this common attack on both 
the truthfulness of Scripture and God’s capability.  Read and 
think through their arguments carefully, as they come at 
this issue from two different perspectives. 

The Biblical account describes the plagues as the re-
sult of commands given by Moses and Aaron and as  
commencing instantaneously by a gesture rather than 
coming gradually with the seasons.  The Egyptian  
magicians saw the third irreproducible plague as the 
“finger of God” (Exodus 8:19). . .  if native Egyptian 
magicians could tell that the plagues were not natural 
phenomena, why should moderns, a millennium and a 
half later, try to overrule the opinion of observers on 
site at the time?            Bush 

 



Return to Exodus 
Friday, February 19: Read Exodus 25  

(Exodus 11:1) (Continued) 

The first nine plagues were special, divinely produced 
manifestations of God’s sovereignty over Egypt—its 
king, its people, its environment, and its gods—  
accomplished by imitations on a huge and destructive 
scale of phenomena thought by the Egyptians to be 
the province of their gods. God turned things believed 
to be the specialty of “the gods of Egypt” against the  
Egyptians, and showed Himself in control of all events 
and powers they would have attributed to the objects 
of their faith.  The tenth plague, on the other hand, 
was in no way a magnified imitation of a natural phe-
nomenon, but stood apart from the first nine as a de-
cisive imposition of the death penalty on the nation 
that tried to enslave and mortally oppress God’s spe-
cial people, His “firstborn son.”     Douglas K. Stuart 

To reject the clear manifestation of the supernatural and, 
instead, do everything possible to find a natural explana-
tion is to persist in unbelief.   

In our day, we have become very proficient in persisting in 
unbelief.  For example, the theory of evolution and Big 
Bang cosmology are two modern day theories attempting 
to reject God’s power of creation.  These are not sophisti-
cated ideas that come from having greater technology at 
our disposal, but manifestations of the same kind of unbe-
lief that took Pharaoh to the point of losing his first-born 
son!   

Ultimately, the cost of unbelief is very high! 



Return to Exodus 
Monday, February 22: Read Exodus 26 

(Exodus 10:28-29) 

As we return to the dialogue of Exodus 10:28-29, can you 
tell that Pharaoh has gotten the message?  Do you see he 
now understands that the God of the Israelites is more 
powerful than the combined gods of the Egyptians?  That is 
clear as it is equally clear that he is not happy about it. 

Pharaoh said to Moses, “Get out of my sight!   
Make sure you do not appear before me again!   
The day you see my face you will die.”      Exodus 10:28 

How does Moses reply?  Moses identifies the prophetic com-
ponent of Pharaoh’s pronouncement, that is the fact that 
the time of dialogue between Moses and Pharaoh is over.  
Is this because Pharaoh is the greater power and has won 
the contest?  On the contrary!  What did Egypt look like the 
morning after the Passover with the Israelites gone?  Re-
view the previous plagues and understand that Egypt was in 
ruins: it’s agricultural production negatively impacted for 
years, its livestock decimated, every household in mourning, 
the wealth of the nation plundered, and its cheap labor 
gone!  How well does it turn out to resist—persistently re-
sist—the will of God?  Not well at all, in fact, it leads to ruin!    

How often have we seen family members or friends persist 
in doing things their own way, only to suffer terrible conse-
quences?  Now a question pertinent to all believers: “How 
often do we persist in turning from some aspect of the re-
vealed will of God, thinking we won’t get caught, or no one 
else knows, or that a loving God will let us get away with 
it?”  The more I learn about God, from Exodus to  
Revelation, the more I think it is in my best interests to  
forsake any kind of rebellion, come to Him to confess my 
sin, and in the Fear of the Lord appropriate what God has 
provided to live in obedience to Him! 



Return to Exodus 
Tuesday, February 23: Read Exodus 11 

Let’s begin with some observations on Chapter 11.  First, you 
might be wondering, “Doesn’t Chapter 11 contradict, or fail to 
harmonize with, Exodus 10:28-29?”  Here is one way to address 
that apparent contradiction.  Exodus 11:1-3 is a reflection on the 
part of Moses on information that he previously received.  Verses 
4-8 are then the immediate response of Moses to Pharaoh’s de-
cree in 10:28-29.  You can see that Verse 8 perfectly draws this 
exchange to a close.    

What does this have to do with us by way of 
lessons learned?  Let’s consider first the sover-
eignty of God.  Do Verses 4-8, and indeed the 
entire way the plagues have unfolded, strike 
you as if God is saying, “Let me try a number 
of things to shake my people loose.  We’ll 
hope for the best and see how things play 
out?”  Or, do Verses 4-8, in particular, lay out 
a very specific set of events (time, scope, re-
sponse) and decree in no uncertain terms 
what is going to happen?  You see, the unfold-
ing of God’s plan is not a case of move-
counter move in which we hope that God will  

eventually win.  To help you understand that, recall God’s  
promise from Exodus Chapter 6:6-8.  

. . .“I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under 
the yoke of the Egyptians.  I will free you from being 
slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an out-
stretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment. . . 
Then you will know that I am the Lord your God. . .” 

It is much more accurate to understand that everything is un-
folding exactly according to God’s plan, every contingency fore-
seen and already addressed from eternity past!  Not only does 
victory belong to our God, so does control of the timetable over 
which that victory will unfold.  What a great reminder to rest in 
the certain fruition of His plans—including His certain return! 



Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, February 24:  

Read II Corinthians 2 (Exodus 11) 

In our study of II Corinthians, we discovered the rich information 
associated with the truth that God: 

. . .always leads us in trium-
phal procession in Christ  
and through us spreads  
everywhere the fragrance  
of the knowledge of Him.   
    II Corinthians 2:14 

A study of the Greek words used in 
this passage tells us that the verse 
is really painting a picture of a 
great processional in which Christ 
is the triumphant one “riding in the chariot of honor.”  It is our 
association with Him, by virtue of being a disciple, that causes us 
to go from triumph to triumph in the Christian Life.   

Consider several points. First, these are spiritual triumphs, as part 
of being in Christ and engaged in ministry, but not triumphs as 
the world might define them.  Second, that there is no victory in 
the Christian Life which does not first belong to Christ.  Further-
more, we learned that, by virtue of our connection to the Trium-
phant One, it becomes possible for us to spread everywhere the 
sweet aroma of who Jesus is and what He has done for mankind!   

What does this have to do with our study of Exodus and, in par-
ticular, Chapter 11?  The connection is this, the principle of II Co-
rinthians 2:14-16 is not new, it is the way God works.  In Exodus 
11, we see the overwhelming victory of God.  In Chapter 12, we 
are going to see the entire nation march out.  Victory belongs to 
our God and always will!  So does time, which means that things 
always happen right on His schedule.  This is what makes it pos-
sible for us to be led everywhere in the train of His triumph and 
always be His ambassadors!  Most importantly, we can have con-
fidence in the truth of II Corinthians 2:14-16 because it is 
grounded in the God of Exodus 1-12.  How great is our God! 



Return to Exodus 
Thursday, February 25: Read Psalm 14 

(Exodus 11) 

Psalm 14 begins with that famous text:  

 The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” 

Have you made the connection?  This is an apt description 
of Pharaoh.  Recall Exodus 5:2, when Pharaoh said:  

Who is the Lord, that I should obey Him. . .I do not 
know the Lord and I will not let Israel go. 

Pharaoh thought he could thwart the Lord with impunity.  
He believed he could go his own way, ignore the Word of 
the Lord, and suffer no consequences.  How well has that 
worked out for him by the time we reach Chapter 11?   

Pharaoh has played the part of the fool, just as the Scrip-
ture has said, by living as if there is no God in heaven.  
Yet, in reality, if you looked across the Egyptian country-
side on the morning after the Passover, what would you 
see?  You would see a nation devastated by the plagues it 
had to suffer because Pharaoh persisted in pretending 
there is no God: crops are decimated, livestock devastated, 
and even the population terribly impacted through the 
death of their firstborn.  No doubt Pharaoh’s people knew 
they had a fool on the throne, as do all those through his-
tory who read this and take the Bible at its word.   

Now let’s make a point of application.  Is any nation, in-
cluding the United States of America, too powerful and too 
wealthy to keep from being humbled by the Lord should we 
nationally echo the words of Pharaoh?  Dare we say: 

 Who is this Lord, that I should obey Him. .  . 

Picturing our country in the position of Egypt the morning 
after the Passover should cause us to fall to our knees and 
pray for our nation. 



Return to Exodus 
Friday, February 26:  

Read Colossians 2  (Exodus 11-12) 

We have read through the various plagues that have come 
upon Egypt including the final plague, the killing of the 
firstborn in every household in Egypt.  We have seen the 
exception God made for those households which were 
passed over by the destroying angel because they were 
covered by the blood of the Passover Lamb.   

How effective were the plagues at accomplishing their  
purpose?  On a physical level, they were very effective!  
Here is a principle associated with redemption that we  
covered very early in our study: In order to appreciate  
redemption, it must be clear that the redeemer is more 
powerful than the oppressor.  That is certainly finally clear 
to the Egyptians. In Chapter 12, Pharaoh says,  

Up!  Leave my people, you and the Israelites! 

                Exodus 12:31  



Return to Exodus 
Friday, February 26: Read Colossians 2

(Exodus 11-12) (Continued) 

Chapter 11 prophesied that the officials of Egypt would, as 
we see in Exodus 11:8, bow down before Moses and say:  

Go, you and all the people who follow you!  

In summary, even Pharaoh finally gave in and realized that 
the Egyptian gods were helpless against the God of the 
Jews and if they didn’t leave soon the people of Egypt 
knew they would all die. (Exodus 12:33)  So, the Children of 
Israel left Egypt that night, and a new nation was born.   

If you read ahead to Chapter 15, you will see the people 
greatly appreciated the might of their Redeemer.  It didn’t 
last, but, at least for a time, it was genuine.  But I want 
you to see that there is a critical spiritual principle here that 
is directly applicable to us.  Colossians 2:14-15 says: 

. . .having canceled the written code, with its  
regulations that was against us and that stood  
opposed to us; He took it away, nailing it to the 
cross.  And having disarmed the powers and  
authorities, He made a public spectacle of them,  
triumphing over them by the cross.  

The cross and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ are all 
the evidence we need that our Redeemer is more powerful 
than our spiritual oppressor.  Take all the might of Satan 
and his hosts, against which we are no match, but our re-
deemer triumphed and continues to triumph over the forc-
es of evil.  He broke their claim of authority over mankind, 
so that all who believe are transferred, against the will of 
Satan, from the dominion of darkness into the Kingdom of 
the Son (Colossians 1:13-14)  If you look at Verse 14, you 
will see that it is in Jesus Christ we have redemption.  Our 
redeemer is the eternal Victor over our oppressor.  Our Re-
deemer lives, so we too can have the hope of eternal life.   
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