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Psalm 119:147 



Foreword 
This is a varied month of reading!  We’ll be in Jeremiah, 
James, John, and preparing for Easter.  Before we begin, 
a word about this month’s cover 
Scripture.  Meditation upon this 
verse caused me to ask, “Wouldn’t 
it have been better to tell us to put 
our hope in the Lord rather than 
the Word during those times when 
we cry out for help?” 
At that point I was reminded that 
the Lord has revealed Himself to us 
in His Word.  He is the Living Word 
that stands behind the written 
Word.  The Bible is the mind of 
Christ and it is to dwell richly within 
us.  It is for these reasons that the 
truths revealed in Scripture are as solid and as certain a 
refuge as is the Lord Himself.   
May you be blessed by this month’s readings.  
In His grace, 
 
 
Kevin Redig 
 

 
All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 

NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 
 
 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Thursday, March 1: Read John 5 

We go astray in our worship when we begin to trust in 
things other than God Himself—in the gifts and not the 
gift-giver.  This is a potential risk even for the most well-
meaning of Christians.  For example, I have preached 
many sermons that tried to clearly communicate the im-
portance of the Word of God for the child of God.  But 
somewhere in there is the possibility, and we have seen it 
happen, that we can get so caught up with the written 
Word that we lose touch with the Living Word which 
stands behind the written Word—and gives it its value.   
Perhaps you are thinking, how can that be?  That is exact-
ly what we see in today’s reading.  Note Jesus’ words:  

“You diligently study the Scriptures because you think 
that by them you possess eternal life.  These are the 

Scriptures that testify about Me, yet you refuse to come 
to Me to have life.”   John 5:39-40  

It is possible to make your life’s work the study of the 
Scriptures and still not be reconciled to God through the 
Son.  Impossible, you think!  There are those in academia 
who speak with great authority on the history, language, 
and meaning of the Bible, and yet refuse to believe that Je-
sus is the Son of God.  We too can get so caught up in the 
meaning of various Greek and Hebrew words—attending 
studies and memorizing—that we fail to simply see the Bi-
ble as a means to fellowship with God.  For the Bible’s pur-
pose is to reveal God’s mind to us!  Let’s approach this 
point from a different direction.  It is not our emphasis on 
traditional music that makes us spiritual.  Rather, it is that 
we value traditional music as a vehicle for us to:  

. . .fix our eyes upon Jesus, the author and perfecter of 
our faith!  Hebrews 12:2 

 

 
 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Friday, March 2: Read Jeremiah 9 

There is enough substance for us to think about regarding 
the focus of our worship that we can afford to spend an-
other day on this topic.  Let’s come at the topic from an-
other angle by asking these questions:  Is it possible for 
the Church to turn away from its Head?  Is it possible for 
a nation to turn from its godly heritage?  I know these 
questions mix apples and oranges, but I want you to see 
the wide-ranging applicability for both a body of believers 
and a national entity, which is, of course, a mixture of be-
lievers and unbelievers.   
As far as the Church is concerned, we need look no fur-
ther than the church in Ephesus, whom Jesus rebuked 
with these words:  

“Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken  
your first love.”  Revelation 2:4  

Be sure to note that this was a church that had hard 
work, deeds, and perseverance.  The Scripture is clear 
that even with those, a church (or an individual) can fall 
short of pleasing the Lord.  That is why we must always 
be careful to assess what is at the center of our worship!   
How about a nation, can it turn?  Consider this quote from 
Noah Webster: 

 Every civil government is based upon some religion or 
philosophy of life. . ..  In America, the foundational  

religion was Christianity.  And it was sown in the hearts 
of Americans through the home and private and public 

schools for centuries.  Our liberty, growth, and  
prosperity was the result of a Biblical philosophy of life.   

 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Friday, March 2: Read Jeremiah 9 (Con nued) 

Is this still true today?  The answer for most of us would 
be a resounding no.  And yet, by  
survey, we continue to see ourselves 
as a Christian nation.  America would 
be wise to be cautioned about the 
prophetic nature of the following tak-
en from a study of Jeremiah:  
For a people to boast in the glory of 

the past,  
and to deny the secret that made the past,  

is to perish.  G. Campbell Morgan  
All of this ties together with a quote from today’s reading.  
As you meditate upon it, I trust you will see this as anoth-
er example of the profound in the book of Jeremiah:  

“Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom,  
let not the mighty man glory in his might,  

nor let the rich man glory in his riches;   
but let him who glories glory in this,  
that he understands and knows Me,  

that I am the Lord exercising loving-kindness,  
judgment and righteousness in the earth.   

For in these I delight,” says the Lord.    
Jeremiah 9:23-24 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Monday, March 5: Read John 3 

Bear with me as we read John 3 once again in order to 
prepare for Jeremiah 17.  I like the way God keeps things 
simple.  We often tend to focus on the many possibilities, 
and sometimes even get anxious about knowing exactly 
which one to choose.  On the other hand, God makes 
life’s most important decisions very simple—for ultimately 
it often boils down to choosing one of two options.  Con-
sider John the Baptist’s words in the very last verse of the 
third chapter of John’s gospel:   

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life,  
but whoever rejects the Son will not see life,  

for God’s wrath remains on him. 

Simple right?  Every member of the human race can make 
one of two choices: to believe or persist in unbelief.  Every 
person will either receive God’s gift of eternal life or, be-
cause of rejection of His so-great salvation, be an eternal 
recipient of His wrath.   
 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Monday, March 5: Read John 3 Con nued 

This two-option outcome might not be politically correct, 
but that does not make it untrue!  Lost mankind will most 
definitely chafe at this way of dividing all of humanity.  
Nonetheless, if the Bible is the Word of God—and there-
fore authoritative in all matters it addresses—then every 
member of the human race will step out of this life either 
eternally saved or eternally lost.   
If you start to think about it, there are many other state-
ments or doctrines in the Bible that parallel exactly this 
two-option outcome.   
 Every human being is either on the broad road headed 

to destruction or the narrow road headed to eternal 
life.  (Matthew 7:13-14)  

 We are all either in the kingdom of Satan or that of the 
Son of God.  (Colossians 1:13-14)   

 We are going to stand before the mercy seat of God  
(II Corinthians 5:10) or the judgment throne of God. 
(Revelation 20:11).   

And, there is a world of difference between each of these 
paired choices.  The human race is by and large very con-
fused about the two options it faces.  Many seem to think 
that by ignoring this clear Biblical fact, the whole problem 
will just go away.  Others imagine that they can exercise a 
third option and that is to just opt out and go their sepa-
rate ways.  The Bible leaves no room for such wishful 
thinking.  Understanding this truth helps with our role as 
witnesses.  For part of our witness must be laying out, 
and making clear, the reality we all face that we must 
choose one of two available options.  Our calling is to 
make the two options clear and help others choose wisely. 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Tuesday, March 6: Read Jeremiah 17 

Let’s consider a follow-up question to yesterday’s devo-
tional: “Does this idea of two options apply to the Chris-
tian Life as well as our salvation from hell to heaven?”  
God Himself makes it clear that it does in the 17th chapter 
of Jeremiah by contrasting two approaches to life: 
 The first option is living apart from the Lord in Verse 5: 

Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh 
his strength, whose heart departs from the Lord. 

 The second option, in Verse 7, is trusting the Lord:  
Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord,  

and whose hope is the Lord. 

Do you see it?  As Christians, our approach to life and its 
circumstances is going to bring blessing or cursing.  That’s 
because we will either be trusting in the Lord and His ca-
pability, or we will be trusting in man and his capability.  
Furthermore, this applies to all types and ages of people: 
college students, career age, retired.  Every day we can 
ask and answer the question, “Are we trusting in the Lord 
or our own strength?”   
At first glance, this is very much an admonition to walk by 
faith, which we know is an important part of the Christian 
Life.  We should be able to readily recall the truth that: 

. . .without faith it is impossible to please God. 
Hebrews 11:6  

Further, we are to walk by faith, stand in faith, be firm in 
the faith, and enter the rest of faith.  It is important to 
see how important it is to understand our call to trust in 
the Lord in the context of it being one of two options.   



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Tuesday, March 6: Read Jeremiah 17 (Continued) 

This is another of the profound truths that we can find in 
Jeremiah, and it is hugely significant in the life of the 
Christian.  Let’s start with the first of three principles that 
we will discuss over the next several days:    

God’s call to trust Him is not just a call to have faith,  
but to place one’s faith in the correct object!   

Some wrongly argue that faith is purely spiritual and only 
those to whom faith is given can exercise it.  Do you see 
how clearly this passage con-
tradicts that erroneous teach-
ing?  For the issue, according 
to God’s Word, is not whether 
we have faith—for some will 
trust in man and others will 
trust in God!  The issue is 
whether or not our faith is in 
the right object; specifically, 
God Himself and His many, 
many promises! 
Christians are so often ridi-
culed for having faith, as if it is 
somehow a silly or unsophisti-
cated thing.  Listen, everyone 
has faith, it is just that for 
many it is faith in their finan-
cial resources, intelligence, lin-
eage, or a host of other things 
that can simply be described 
as trusting in man. God is call-
ing us to choose blessing by 
placing our faith in Him!  More on this first principle to-
morrow. 
 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Wednesday, March 7: Read Jonah 2 

As a reminder, these are the two possible options by 
which every Christian can navigate life:   

Cursed is the one who trusts in man and makes flesh 
his strength, whose heart departs from the Lord. . . 

Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, and whose 
hope is the Lord.  Jeremiah 17:5,7  

The first principle then is: A faith that turns from the right 
object (God and His promises) is called unbelief .  You see 
unbelief  is not an absence of belief.  Rather, it is a failure 
to believe in the one thing that really matters.  For no 
matter what, we put our faith (trust) in something.   
Let’s look at examples of the two extremes.  In Genesis 
15, Abraham believes God and His promises about his fu-
ture offspring and a promised land.  However, in Chapter 
16 he and Sarah decide it is taking too long for God to 
give them a son, so they try to hurry things along by ob-
taining offspring through Sarah’s maid.  Is that trusting in 
man, and his capability, or God?  Abraham and Sarah cer-
tainly took things out of God’s hands, didn’t they?  
When David as a teen-ager charged Goliath and ex-
claimed, “The Battle is the Lord’s,” it was pretty clear 
where his trust lay.  Or Job, in the midst of great personal 
calamity declares the object of his trust, “Though He slay 
me, yet will I trust in Him. . .”  You see we face many and 
varied circumstances, but it really is choosing between 
two options: either we are going to be trusting God or 
turning from Him and trusting in something else.  At stake 
is spiritual blessing or spiritual cursing.  Jonah learned it 
the hard way, but his insight is very keen:  

Those who cling to worthless idols forfeit the grace  
that could be theirs.   Jonah 2:8 

 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Thursday, March 8: Read Jeremiah 10 

For the second of three principles we are discussing over 
several days, we go to the final part of our verse:  

 A faith that turns from the right object  
(God and His promises) is called unbelief  

and is the beginning of idolatry.    
Let’s focus on the final underlined phrase.  What did you 
think of Jeremiah Chapter 10?  It is a satire on idolatry, 
poking fun at the fact that idols have to be carefully craft-
ed lest they topple over and, of course, they have to be 
carried from place to place.   
When we read the word idolatry, we think that we are 
long past the time of worshipping idols.  After all, we are 
such a technologically sophis-
ticated people that we don’t 
have anything to do with 
idols.  On the contrary, we 
have now pushed into a 
whole new realm of idolatry 
undreamed of in Jeremiah’s 
day.  For we have that which 
starts in the mind of the sci-
entist and then comes out as 
a vain theory; that which 
starts in the mind of the 
statesman and comes out as 
a vain foreign or domestic policy; and that which begins in 
the mind of the social scientist and comes out as a vain 
and bankrupt social theory.  What I am suggesting is that 
scientific theories like evolution, political theories like so-
cialism, and social theories that tolerate the denigration of 
morality and family are all a form of idolatry.   

Continued on the next page. 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Thursday, March 8: Read Jeremiah 10 (Continued) 
I am not saying these disciplines do not have a place.  I 
am saying that when people turn from what God has said, 
and place their faith in the imaginings of man, they have 
left the proper function of these disciplines and entered 
the realm of the idolatrous.  Let’s briefly look at proof of 
this point.  There was a day when scientists pursued  
scientific study with this thought in mind:   

“O God, I am thinking Thy thoughts after Thee.”  
Johannes Kepler   

Now, the more common approach, and one which is defi-
nitely trying to garner public attention, can best be de-
scribed by two quotes from scientists of today:  

 “There is nothing beyond the natural, physical world.”  
Richard Dawkins 

“We hold our fate and the fate of our planet  
in our own hands. . ..”  

Carl Sagan  
Do you see the difference between these two approaches 
to science?  Scientists from an earlier day started with a 
belief in a sovereign creator God.  Scientists of our day 
place their belief in man and the material.  That makes 
the latter idolatrous!   
One final thought, should you disagree with any of the 
currently in-vogue ideas of our day—about origins, social 
theory, climate theory—what kind of a response will you 
get?  Does it open a reasonable dialogue where logic, da-
ta, and ideas are discussed, or are you more likely to get 
the white hot anger of the religious zealot?  That’s how 
you can tell that some of the theories have been turned 
into just another form of idolatry. 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Friday, March 9: Read Jeremiah 7 

Today is the third day of our investigation of this passage: 
Cursed is the one who trusts in man and makes flesh 

his strength, whose heart departs from the Lord. . . 
Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, and whose 

hope is the Lord.  Jeremiah 17:5,7 
Here is principle three from this verse: The faith of God’s 
people has always been meant to result in obedience to 
Him!   We know that something is not right when Chris-
tians can talk about having trusted in Christ for their salva-
tion, but don’t seem to know much of His revelation to 
them, and therefore don’t even begin to think in terms of 
obedience to Him.  James chastises this kind of Christian:  

 . . .faith without works is dead.   James 2:26  

Jeremiah says it this way: 
 “Obey My voice, and I will be your God, and you shall 

be My people. And walk in all the ways that I have  
commanded you, that it may be well with you.” 

Yet they did not obey or incline their ear, but followed 
the counsels and the dictates of their evil hearts, and 

went backward and not forward.  Jeremiah 7:23-24  
Did you notice the continuation of our two-option theme?  
As God’s people, we are either going forwards or back-
wards.  Our direction is predicated upon whether we are 
obeying the Lord or going our own way.  This is extremely 
important because sometimes we have a tendency to 
think we can take a break from our Christian walk and still 
hold our ground.  Much better for us to regularly test our-
selves by asking, “Am I obeying the will of God as I un-
derstand it, and am I growing in my understanding?”  You 
see the crucial fact for our spiritual lives is that there is 
NO COASTING!!  Spirituality just doesn’t work that way. 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Monday, March 12: Read Jeremiah 17 

Today we reread the chapter that started our line of in-
quiry, and this time I want to draw your attention to the 
consequences associated with the choice we make in 
terms of the object of faith.  You won’t be surprised to 
learn there are two possible outcomes.  First is the out-
come for the one who trusts in man and his capabilities:   

For he shall be like a shrub in the desert,  
and shall not see when good comes,  

but shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness,  
in a salt land which is not inhabited.  Jeremiah 17:6   

Like a shrub in the parched places brings to mind a wilted 
shrub barely holding on.  Think for a moment about all 
the man-centered philosophies being pushed upon today’s 
children in school.  At what is perhaps the most vulnerable 
time in their lives, they are being bombarded with all 
manner of unbiblical teaching regarding gender identity, 
gender roles, the marriage union, civic responsibility, and 
so much more.  By the time they step forth as voting 
young men and women, we are very likely going to have 
a societal wasteland that metaphorically speaking most 
certainly is parched.  
God tells us this is going to happen if we trust in man, but 
what is the alternative?  Why, it’s fantastic in contrast, for 
the second outcome is for the one who trusts in God, who: 

. . .shall be like a tree planted by the waters,  
which spreads out its roots by the river, and will not fear 

when heat comes; but its leaf will be green,  
and will not be anxious in the year of drought,  

nor will cease from yielding fruit.  Jeremiah 17:8   
This should be all the motivation we need to be constantly 
asking ourselves—in whom am I trusting?  The conse-
quences are enormous! 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Tuesday, March 13: Read Jeremiah 6 

One final emphasis on the two options between which 
each of us must choose.  I like the way the topic is pre-
sented in this chapter because it is really encouraging.  

This is what the Lord says:   
“Stand at the crossroads and look;  

ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, 
and walk in it, and you will find rest  

for your souls.”  Jeremiah 6:16 

Life consists of many crossroads.  At each one, we can 
choose to trust in God and His promises, or we can 
choose to trust in man and his capabilities.   
Not long ago one of the dear saints in our fellowship told 

me of a conversation with a grandchild that she found dis-
couraging.  For, in trying to explain Biblical truths to this 
grandchild who is just beginning a career, she received 
this response, “Grandmother, you just think in the old 
ways.”  Now I can certainly see how that would be dis-
couraging.  For many see Biblical truth as inadequate for 
our day and how hurtful when this thinking comes from a 
family member!                       Continued on the next page. 
 
 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Tuesday, March 13: Read Jeremiah 6 

(Con nued) 
Perhaps we even begin to doubt all that we once believed.  
Don’t doubt the applicability of Biblical truth for even a 
second, not because I say so, but because God does!   

“Ask for the ancient paths. . .  
ask where the good way  is. . .”  Jeremiah 6:16 

In context, the ancient paths refer to those times when 
the people of Israel and their leadership sought the Lord 
with their whole hearts.  The good way is the way that 
God has prescribed for His people.  And, do you see the 
promise in this verse that goes with these ancient paths?  

“You will find rest for your souls!“ 

There is nowhere else you can find this rest for your soul.  
Further, be assured that God is every bit as faithful to that 
promise in our day as He was when He spoke it through 
Jeremiah.  So as the Spirit leads, don’t hesitate for an in-
stant to point the way to the ancient paths  for that is 
where the Lord is.   



Opening the Book of James 
Wednesday, March 14: Read Jude 1 

We are going to add the book of James to our reading list 
over the course of the next few months.   

I had you read Jude 1 today because I wanted to start by 
giving you some background on the book of James.  First 
off, its author was a half-brother of Jesus as was Jude, 
the author of today’s reading:  

“Isn’t this the carpenter’s son?  Isn’t his mother’s name 
Mary, and aren’t his brothers James, Joseph, Simon  

and Judas?”  Matthew 13:55   
Jude and Judas are a variant of the same name, and we 
see the connection a second time in today’s reading: 

  Jude, a servant of  Jesus Christ  
and a brother of James.  Jude 1   

Jude and James were half-brothers to Jesus because,  
although they had the same mother, Jesus was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit while Joseph was the father of James 
and Jude.  We don’t know when James and Jude were 
converted—likely by the post-resurrection Christ.  But isn’t 
it marvelous that, although they rejected Jesus during His 
earthly ministry, when they turned in faith to their half-
brother as the Lord Jesus Christ, not only were they saved, 
but God was also able to use them to advance His Church? 
                                                     Continued on the next page.  



Opening the Book of James 
Wednesday, March 14: Read Jude 1 (Con nued) 
James was a leader within the early church in Jerusalem 
(Acts 15:12-23), and they both were used to write books of 
the New Testament that bear their names.   
Our God is so gracious—forgiving the iniquity of all who 
turn to Him in faith, and then turning around and accom-
plishing His purposes through the very ones who once op-
posed Him—and that includes you and me.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One last thing about the book before we begin reading it: 
James is a very practical book on Christian living.  There is 
much doctrine in the book, but even more about the nitty-
gritty of how to apply what we know.  For that reason, it 
can be very convicting.  Some use the book as a club to 
try and force people to conform to a certain kind of be-
havior.  Others are thoroughly confused by supposed con-
tradictions with Paul’s writings.   
We aren’t going to allow either of those problems to hap-
pen as we rightly divide the Word of truth to the edifica-
tion of our souls! 



Opening the Book of James 
Thursday, March 15: Read James 1 

The most important thing we need to settle, right from 
the onset, in order to understand the book of James is the 
question of to whom is it written?  Misunderstanding at 
this point leads to all kinds of erroneous interpretation 
with respect to the book’s content.  There are two things 
to note about audience.  The first clue as to who the audi-
ence is can be found in Verse 1:  

To the twelve tribes scattered among  
the nations: Greetings.  

So James is writing to Jews who are scattered throughout 
the Roman Empire.  This is not surprising, since James is 
part of the leadership of the church in Jerusalem, and nat-
urally has a Jewish mindset.   
The second clue about audience qualifies the first.  He is 
writing to Jewish believers who have been scattered 
throughout the empire.  We see this as early as Verse 2, 
when he writes my brothers.  This kind of language is 
used almost exclusively for fellow believers, and this isn’t 
a one time occurrence!    
As we begin to read through the book you will note that 
James is constantly referring to his audience as my dear 
brothers.  This is hardly a term for the lost.  In fact, this 
matter of audience is convincingly settled in Chapter 2:  

 My brothers, as believers in our glorious  
Lord Jesus Christ. . . James 2:1 

As we can see, the content of the Book of James settles 
the matter of audience for us.   
                                                              Continued on the next page. 
 



Opening the Book of James 
Thursday, March 15: Read James 1 (Con nued) 

In Chapter 1, James jumps right into content dealing with 
trials, faith, temptation, and so on.  This isn’t the kind of 
content you bring before the lost, for what they need 
most of all is the Gospel!  No, this is the kind of content 
that you would bring to the saved in order to encourage 
them in their Christian walk.   
I wanted to establish the fact that James is writing to be-
lievers right from the start so that, when we get to some 
of the portions of the book that have traditionally caused 
interpretive problems, you will see that is simply because 
many have tried to apply the content to the lost.  For ex-
ample, in Chapter 2 when James discusses faith and 
works, some have seized upon that to add works to the 
Gospel.  The whole difficulty settles itself when we realize 
that James is simply teaching that every believer should 
have works as part of a functional walk with the Lord.  If 
not, something is not right with their walk with the Lord.   
You’re going to enjoy studying this very practical book. 
 



Opening the Book of James 
Friday, March 16: Read James 1:1‐12, 

I Peter 1:6‐9 
When I told you that James was a practical book, dealing 
with the nitty-gritty of the Christian Life, you probably weren’t 
expecting it to begin as early as Verse 2, but it does. 

Consider it all joy, my brothers,  
whenever you face trials of many kinds . . .  

Notice he doesn’t say if you face trials, but when, for trials 
are a certainty for the Christian living in a fallen world.  
The qualifier many kinds of trials is not the number you 
might face, but the possible variety—for trials come into 
our lives in all shapes and sizes.  This is one of three pas-
sages that are very helpful in teaching us about the pur-
pose of trials that come our way: 
1. Trials develop our character, in particular our persever-

ance.  For you need to know that: 
  . . . the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 

James 1:3  
The upside is tremendous, because the development 
of perseverance in the Christian life leads to reward in 
eternity. (James 1:12)   

2. Trials refine our faith as we read In I Peter 1.  For in 
the same way the fire must be applied to the crucible 
to refine gold, so trials are necessary to refine our 
faith, such that it: 

 may be proved genuine and may result in praise,  
glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 

I Peter 1:7  

Continued on the next page. 
 



Opening the Book of James 
Friday, March 16: Read James 1:1‐12, 

I Peter 1:6‐9 (Con nued) 
3. Trials teach us that God’s grace is sufficient.  In II Co-

rinthians 12:7-10, we learn that trials teach us that, in 
the midst of weakness, God’s grace remains sufficient 
for our every need.  In fact, God speaks very clearly 
about this topic: 
 “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made 

perfect in weakness.”  II Corinthians 12:9   

I don’t like trials, none of us does.  But when we look 
back at these three benefits, is it any wonder trials need 
to come into our lives?  Take your trials from the hand of 
God, and trust in what He can accomplish through them.  

 



Opening the Book of James 
Monday, March 19: Read James 1:13‐20, 

I Corinthians 10:11‐13 
Next on the list of the practical lessons in the book of 
James is the subject of temptation.  Considering these five 
points regarding temptation can be very enlightening.   
1. Temptation does not originate with God:  

For God cannot be tempted by evil,  
nor does He tempt anyone. . . Verse 13 

2. What then is the source of temptation?  It is the pair-
ing of two things—the sin nature within and some sort 
of lust or desire from without:  

. . .each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire,  
he is dragged away and enticed.  Verse 14 

The terms dragged away and enticed are the language of 
the hunter.  A thought, lust, or 
object of this world acts as the 
lure to tempt the sin nature to 
bite.  

3. When we choose to take the 
bait, we have sinned and 
death results: 
 . . . after desire has conceived, it 

gives birth to sin;  
and sin, when it is full-grown,  
gives birth to death.   Verse 15   

Death carries the idea of separation.  The death in 
this context is that of the believer who because of sin 
has severed his or her fellowship with God.    

Continued on the next page. 



Opening the Book of James 
Monday, March 19: Read James 1:13‐20, 

I Corinthians 10:11‐13  (Con nued) 
4. What do we do if we realize that we have responded 

to the lure?  Why, confess our sin, of course!  Applying 
the truth of I John 1:9, we can know that God:  

. . .is faithful and just to forgive us our sin  
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

This is because the penalty for that sin has already 
been paid at the cross.   

5. Finally, it is better—much better—to avoid sin alto-
gether, than to recover from it.  Our reading in I Corin-
thians 10 reminds us that: 
 No temptation has seized you except what is common  
to man.  And God is faithful; He will not let you be 

tempted beyond what you can bear.  But when you are 
tempted, He will also provide a way out so that  
you can stand up under it.  I Corinthians 10:13  

It is my hope that by being forewarned, we can avoid tak-
ing the bait that is cast our way on a daily basis. 
 



Opening the Book of James 
Tuesday, March 20: Read James 1:21‐27, 

Ephesians 5:18 
There is no debate about the importance of Verse 21:  

Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil  
that is so prevalent, and humbly accept the Word plant-

ed in you, which can save you. 

There is significant debate as to the exact audience for 
this verse.  Some teach that you must get rid of all evil in 
your life and believe what the Word says in order to be 
saved.  This is a two-part salvation—works and faith.  
Is it even possible for a lost person to get rid of all evil? 
We have already seen that James is writing to those who 
are already saved.  Because he is writing to believers, 
(James 1:19 and 2:1) why does he bring up the issue of sal-
vation again in Verse 21?  This brings us to an essential 
point of understanding.  Although salvation from a destiny 
in hell to one in heaven is a gift from God, received by 
faith alone in Christ alone, God also has clear expectations 
for those who are His children.  Those expectations in-
clude getting rid of all of the baggage that we bring with 
us into the Christian life—things like moral filth and evil!   
How do we do this?  Day by day we receive the Word of 
God, the very mind of Christ, that we would be trans-
formed.  This transformation is another aspect of our salva-
tion.  This is the point of the diagram we use so often that 
teaches us there 
are three tenses of 
salvation. 

Continued on the 
next page.   

 
 



Opening the Book of James 
Tuesday, March 20: Read James 1:21‐27, 

Ephesians 5:18 (Con nued) 
These are the three tenses of Salvation: 
 In the past, belief.  If we are a believer in the Lord 

Jesus Christ, then in the past, at the moment we trust-
ed in Christ for salvation, we were saved from a desti-
ny in hell to one in heaven.   

 In the present, redeeming the time.  Our verse in 
James is talking about salvation in the present, the 
same thing being 
discussed by Paul in 
Ephesians 5:16 
where we are ad-
monished to re-
deem the time.  
God didn’t save us 
so we could contin-
ue to muck about in 
the sinful patterns 
of this lost world, 
but so that we 
could be a re-
deemed people—
set apart unto Him.  
One important dis-
cipline that facili-
tates this to happen is looking intently into the Word of 
God on a daily basis.   

 In the future, deliverance.  Then don’t forget about 
the third tense of our salvation—future deliverance 
from this body of corruption to an incorruptible resur-
rection body just like that of our Lord and Savior.   

What a salvation is ours in Christ! 



Returning to John’s Gospel 
Wednesday, March 21: Read John 15:10‐27 

Jesus has had quite a bit to say about love beginning all 
the way back in John Chapter 13.  We should note that 
the topic of love is not one that Jesus chooses to make 
part of the Gospel call to the lost.  But, it is a subject for 
those who are His disciples.  Here are a few of things He 
has to say about it from today’s reading:  
 Twice in this chapter, Jesus tells His followers (that’s 

us) that loving others is not optional, but rather a  
command.   
“This is My command: Love each other.”  Verses 12, 17   

 If loving others is not challenge enough, Jesus raises 
the bar even higher by telling us to live up to His  
example.   

“Love each other as I have loved you.”  Verse 12  

 Ask yourself the question, “Just how does Jesus love 
me?”  We can certainly start with this: 

Greater love has no one than this, that  
He lay down His life for his friends.   Verse 13 

 Actually, Jesus took that even a step further, in that: 
 . . .while we were still sinners,  
Christ died for us.  Romans 5:8  

And of course this is just the start of Jesus’ love.  Not only 
did He die in our place in order to provide a way of recon-
ciliation with our heavenly Father, He daily intercedes with 
the Father on our behalf. (Hebrews 7:25)  He is preparing a 
place for us in heaven (John 14:1-3), and the list goes on 
and on.   

Continued on the next page. 
 



Returning to John’s Gospel 
Wednesday, March 21: Read John 15:10‐27 

(Con nued) 
In closing, here is something to note about the love of  
Jesus that might help us to follow His example: The love 
of Jesus is self-effacing and not self-gratifying.  In other 
words, it wasn’t about what He was going to get out of 
going to the cross, it was about what we were going to 
get.  His focus was on others and not on self.  The world 
around us takes the exact opposite approach.  You might 
say that there is a form of love that can be found in the 
world.  It lacks the power of the Love of Jesus because it 
is a love that gives in order to get!   
For the supernatural version, look unto Jesus the author 
and perfecter of our faith.  
 



Returning to John’s Gospel 
Thursday, March 22: Read John 16:1‐15 

Jesus first promised back in John 14:16 to send a parakle-
tos, one who comes alongside to encourage, exhort, and 
counsel.  There are three things to consider about this 
One who is to be sent from the Father:   
1. He is said to be the Spirit of truth.   
2. He is said to be another counselor.  The Greek word 

translated another means another of the same kind.  
When you put these two together, this is what you 
have: The Father sent the Son, and shortly He is going 
to send another of the same kind, that is another 
member of the Trinity.  This third member of the Trini-
ty is the Spirit of truth, or, as we most often refer to 
Him, the Holy Spirit.   

3. Until Jesus returns, the Holy Spirit will be with God’s 
people!  The Father has mostly certainly not left us as 
orphans on our own.   

Now, here are a few additional things we learn from to-
day’s reading about the ministry of the Spirit.  First:  

“He will guide you into all truth.”  Verse 13 

Jesus says the Holy Spirit will do this by: 
 “. . .taking from what is Mine and  
making it known to you.”  Verse 14   

Continued on the next page. 



Returning to John’s Gospel 
Thursday, March 22: Read John 16:1‐15 

(Con nued) 
In short, the Holy Spirit is our teacher.  How does He 
teach us?  As we study God’s Word, He illuminates it to 
us, revealing the deep things of the Word, which in turn is 
revealing the mind of Christ to us.  (I Corinthians 2:16)   
Furthermore, the Holy Spirit also has a ministry to the 
lost.  The Father is sending Him so that: 

 “He will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin  
and righteousness and judgment:  in regard to sin,  

because men do not believe in me. . .”  Verse 8   

Note that, although it is our job to bear witness to the 
truth of the Gospel, it is the Holy Spirit’s role to actually 
convict the heart of the lost.  We don’t have to win an ar-
gument with lost people, just serve up the truth and let 
the Spirit cause inner conviction to occur.   
Note that the foremost issue of conviction is unbelief to-
ward the person and work of Christ.  That is always the 
place to start with the lost.   

 



Returning to John’s Gospel 
Friday, March 23: Read John 16:16‐33 

The disciples were having a rough time putting things to-
gether, weren’t they?  We are no different when life’s cir-
cumstances throw us an unexpected curve ball.  In order 
to give them hope, Jesus tells them in somewhat veiled 
terms about the coming cross and resurrection:  

“In a little while you will see Me no more, and then  
after a little while you will see Me.”  Verse 16   

They remained very uncertain, so Jesus expands further:  
“I tell you the truth, you will weep and mourn  

while the world rejoices.  You will grieve,  
but your grief will turn to joy.”   Verse 20   

The disciples were in deep sorrow following the death of 
their Master, a sorrow which turned to joy with His resur-
rection.  Notice how the world responds in a nearly oppo-
site manner.  They rejoiced over the death of Jesus while 
responding in hostile unbelief to His resurrection.  There is 
very much a lesson for us here.  As Christians living in en-
emy held territory, a fallen world over which Satan has 
much influence, we are going to face any number of trials.  
These are simply part of what it means to minister in a 
fallen world.  When Christians get sick or lose their health, 
it is not that God failed to protect them, or couldn’t, it is 
part of being on mission apart from Him and in, as yet, 
unredeemed bodies.  But be certain of this:  Our grief will 
turn to joy!  That is exactly the promise Jesus makes at 
the end of the chapter.  

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may 
have peace.  In this world  you will have trouble.   

But take heart!  I have overcome the world.”   Verse 33 

He did overcome the world by His resurrection and we 
await the full manifestation of His victory when even the 
last enemy, death, is fully overcome.  (I Corinthians 15:54)  



Returning to John’s Gospel 
Monday, March 26: Read Romans 5 

I had you read Romans 5 today because of what it teach-
es about reconciliation, specifically, the one and only way 
man can be reconciled to God.  

For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled  
to Him through the death of His Son,  

how much more, having been reconciled,  
shall we be saved through His life!  Romans 5:10-11   

Reconciliation is the bringing of two people, or groups of 
people, from a condition of enmity with each other to a 
condition of harmony.  Through Christ, it is possible for 
every member of the human race to go from being God’s 
enemy with no future to being His child with an eternal 
home in God’s household.  That is about as reconciled as 
you can get.    
In the closing verses of John Chapter 16, we have an illus-
tration of the ramifications of reconciliation.  Jesus tells His 
disciples that, after His departure, they will be able to ask 
the Father for all things by doing so in the name of Jesus.  

 “In that day you will ask in My name.  I am not  
saying that I will ask the Father on your behalf.   

No, the Father Himself loves you because  
you have loved Me and have believed  
that I came from God.”  John 16:26-27  

Asking in the name of Jesus is to recognize that we come 
to God through the Son—He opened the way for us 
through His substitutionary work on the cross.  It is not 
that Jesus has to take up our cause for us because, as we 
come through the Son, the Father hears and responds.  
That is because we now stand in the love of the Father.   



Returning to John’s Gospel 
Monday, March 26: Read Romans 5 (Con nued) 
How did that happen?  When we believed in the Son,  
reconciliation occurred.  We went from being an object of 
God’s wrath, to a child to whom He listens.  This change 
wasn’t dependent upon our works for God, but instead it 
was the result of our faith in the Son.  If you have be-
lieved, trust in your privilege to always come to the Fa-
ther, through the Son, and know that He hears you.  
 

Preparing for Easter 
For the remainder of the week, we will do selected read-
ings in anticipation of the celebration of Easter this com-
ing Sunday. 
 
 



Preparing for Easter 
Tuesday, March 27: Read I Peter 1 

I have often preached that the salvation God provides 
through the person and work of His Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, is a free gift to all who will receive it.  We receive it 
by faith—faith in who Jesus is and what He accomplished 
on the cross.  Because it is a gift, we say it is by grace, for 
we neither work for nor deserve this gift of salvation avail-
able through the Son.   
There are those who will attack this message by claiming 

it is a message of cheap grace!  They will go on to tell you 
about what a person must add to the work of Christ in  
order to be saved.  Let’s consider for a moment the claim 
that God’s grace is cheap, and see if there is any merit to 
this argument.  Ephesians 2:8-9 uses the very words we 
are discussing:  

 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—
and this not from yourself, it is the gift of God,  

not by works, so that no one can boast.  
 



Preparing for Easter 
Tuesday, March 27: Read I Peter 1 (Con nued) 

Apparently, our salvation really is a gift as this passage 
makes clear, but let me point out something about a gift.  
In order to truly be a gift, it must cost the recipient noth-
ing, but there is always a cost to the giver of the gift.  To 
say that the Biblical message of a salvation through faith 
in Christ is one based upon a cheap grace is to show a 
remarkable misunderstanding of the cost of the gift from 
God’s side of the equation.  Today’s reading will help us 
with that.   

For you know it was not with perishable things  
such as silver or gold that you were redeemed  

from the empty way of life handed down to you  
from your forefathers, but with the precious blood  

of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 
I Peter 1:18-19   

Do you see it?  The cost for our salvation was that our 
heavenly Father gave His only begotten Son who in turn 
shed His precious blood!  Our salvation could not be more 
costly.  I would never call it cheap, and I marvel that this 
incredible cost was paid for me! 

 

 



Preparing for Easter 
Wednesday, March 28: Read Exodus 6 

I find Exodus 6:6 to be a wonderfully compelling verse, for 
it tells us something about the nature and plans of God.   

“I will redeem you with an outstretched arm  
and with mighty acts of judgment.”    

In context, this is God promising to reach into Egypt and 
redeem His people from their slavery.  Further, He is go-
ing to do so by means of mighty acts of judgment, a ref-
erence to the ten plagues about to fall upon the Egyp-
tians.  The Jews found it hard to believe that God could 
reach in and liberate them from the most powerful nation 
on earth, but that is exactly what He did.  For God is more 
than capable enough to accomplish all that He wills, and it 
has always been His way to redeem the enslaved.   
This passage is perfectly descriptive of the first coming of 
Jesus Christ.  And why not, for it is the nature of God to 
work salvation with His own arm (Isaiah 
59:16), through works of judgment, that 
the lost might be redeemed!  Do you 
see it? The Father sent His Son, born of 
a virgin in Bethlehem—that is the out-
stretched arm of God.   
There is no mightier act of judgment 
than the Father’s judgment of sin as 
Christ received unto Himself the sin of 
the entire human race.  And there is no 
greater work of redemption than re-
deeming lost mankind from that domin-
ion of darkness so that those who 
choose to turn to Christ and trust Him for eternal life 
would be brought into: 

 . . .the kingdom of the Son. . .in whom we have  
redemption, the  forgiveness of sins.  Colossians 1:13-14   

 



Preparing for Easter 
Thursday, March 29: Read Isaiah 1 

Those who teach that God has predestined some to be 
saved and some to suffer eternal damnation have missed 
a good part of the Biblical storyline.  There is a lot of sin 
and rebellion in the first chapter of Isaiah, but there is this 
remarkable short section in the middle of today’s reading:  

“Come now, let us reason together”, says the Lord.  
“Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be  

as white as snow; though they are red as crimson,  
they shall be like wool.  If you are willing and obedient, 

you will eat the best from the land but if you resist  
and rebel, you will be devoured by the sword.” 

For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.  Isaiah 1:18-20 

Note the following lessons from this passage:   
 Does this sound like the outcome is predetermined or 

much more like He is offering the people a choice?  
The options are clear and the people called to choose!  

 Further, the blessing or judgment is dependent upon 
the choice made by those to whom the Word of the 
Lord is addressed.   

 The sheer magnitude of the graciousness of God—
even in the Old Testament—is clear. This whole chap-
ter is full of the sin and rebellion of the Jewish people,  
They have forsaken the Lord; they have spurned the Holy 

One of Israel and turned their backs on Him.  Verse 4   
 Yet God calls to His people to come, and let us reason 

together.  He promises to cleanse them from sin, that 
they will eat the best of the Land—if they will just 
choose to come and obey the Lord Almighty.   

He still calls us to come in faith through the person and 
work of Christ.  Though we come stained crimson, through 
the Blood of the Lamb we are washed as white as snow!   



Preparing for Easter 
Friday, March 30: Read John 19 

If you have heard me preach for any length of time, you 
have undoubtedly heard me refer to John 19:30.  For this 
verse, which documents Jesus’ last words on the cross, 
provides a powerful truth on which our Christian walk 
must be anchored.   

When He had received the drink,  
Jesus said, “It is finished.”   

With that, He bowed His head  
and gave up His spirit. 

Notice the simple statement of fact.  When Jesus’ work on 
the cross was completed, He dismissed His spirit.  When 
the spirit (and the soul) leave the body, physical death 
has just occurred.  While bearing our sins upon Himself, 
Jesus had already suffered another kind of death—
separation from the Father.  For God is light and in Him is 
no darkness at all.  Thus, when the sins of the human 
race were poured out on Christ, the Father and the Holy 
Spirit turned their backs on Him—figuratively speaking.   
Jesus received the judgment of God upon Himself.  Thus, 
fellowship was broken with the other two members of the 
Trinity for the one and only time while He received unto 
Himself the judgment we deserved.   
But was it enough?  Did His work at Calvary take care of 
the sins of all people of all time?  That’s the point at which 
the last words of Jesus carry so much weight.  The verse 
It is finished  is translated from one Greek word.  That 
word has a range of meanings, which include: to bring to 
an end (finish), to complete a work, to pay a debt.   



Preparing for Easter 
Friday, March 30: Read John 19 (Con nued) 

All of these definitions explain some aspect of the finished 
work of the cross.  And the grammar associated with this 
verb adds still more to our understanding of the meaning.  
For it is a perfect tense verb, which is used when the ac-
tion of the verb was completed in the past and the results 
continue to the present.  This is how we know our sins 
have been paid in full.  The word is also in the indicative 
mood, the mood used to state a fact.  The solemn reality 
of the universe is that Jesus paid it all!   
Was it enough?  Does the work of the cross cover the sins 
of all men across all time?  Jesus left no doubt, so that we 
would have no doubt that our debts have been paid in 
full.  What a Savior! 
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