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Daily Devotional 
April 2018 



Foreword 
Once again we will find ourselves in both the Old and New 
Testaments for our devotions this month.  We will be 
reading in Jeremiah, James, and 
Matthew.   
Actually, Matthew has elements of 
both as it bridges the gap from the 
Old to the New Testament.  I have 
a specific purpose in mind for our 
readings in Matthew, what has tra-
ditionally been considered to be the 
first of the Gospels to be written.  
Specifically, I would like our devo-
tions to prepare for our summer 
sermon series which will be picking 
up in Matthew’s Gospel where we 
left off last summer.  I think a bit 
of review will be good for all of us!  
In His grace, 
 
 
Kevin Redig 
 
 
 

 
All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 

NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 
 
 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Monday, April 2: Read Jeremiah 20 

Let’s start today with a simple question:  Do you think 
that during the course of the 40+ years that Jeremiah 
ministered to the nation of Israel that he ever had cause 
to be discouraged?  Keep in mind that his message was 
often ignored, the country went through a series of mili-
tary defeats and deportations, and the people finally suf-
fered complete exile with only a remnant remaining.  Add 
to that, events like those described in Chapter 20 where 
he was first beaten and then publicly humiliated, something 
that happened quite often during his ministry.  So, the an-
swer to our question goes without saying.  Jeremiah had 
ample cause to become discouraged, very discouraged, 
during the course of his ministry.  Truthfully, anyone ac-
tively engaged in ministry will from time to time go 
through circumstances that can lead to discouragement.  
Ministry can be hard and people can be fickle, which is a 
recipe for discouragement!   
So, for the next few days, we are going to take a look at 
one aspect of discouragement as it is revealed in the book 
of Jeremiah.  Here is my reasoning:  If the text shows 
that Jeremiah is discouraged, and it does, then perhaps it 
will also show how to deal with it.  Maybe God will unfold 
the proper divine perspective in the course of caring for 
His servant Jeremiah, and we can learn from it how to re-
spond when our own moments of discouragement come.  
In keeping with our study, maybe we can find something 
profound right here in the life of Jeremiah and the history 
of Israel that we can apply to our own struggles with min-
istry.  For I remind you, that, although not all Scripture is 
written to us, it is all written for us.  Thus, even words 
spoken from God directly to Jeremiah in order to encour-
age him may also become a blessing to us. 
 
 

 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Tuesday, April 3: Read Jeremiah 15 

Today we will focus beginning on Verse 15.  This section 
begins with Jeremiah calling out to the Lord,  

Remember me and visit me. . .  
Jeremiah has received per-
secution and suffered re-
buke.  Verses 16 and 18 lay 
out such a common problem 
for those engaged in minis-
try.  In Verse 16 the truths 
of God’s Word are so sweet 
to us and the joy of our 
hearts!  So, there is nothing 
wrong with the truths we 
receive from God, but it is 
another story when we start 
to communicate those 
truths.   
Jeremiah asks:  

Why is my pain is perpetual 
and my wound incurable. . 

. ? 
And then at the end of Verse 18 we can really see how 
discouraged he is:   

Will you surely be to me like an unreliable stream,  
as waters that fail?   

Jeremiah is counting on God, and now it seems to him as if 
God is not keeping up His end of the bargain.  In short, Jer-
emiah is questioning the reliability and faithfulness of God.  
That sounds like a dangerous thing to do, doesn’t it? 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Tuesday, April 3: Read Jeremiah 15 (Con nued) 

Before we look at God’s response tomorrow, I want to 
leave you with a Point of Application today:  

It is always better to take your complaints 
(accusations) straight to the Lord, rather than to turn 
away in unbelief.  Murmuring has a history of bringing 
discipline; a heart to heart with the Lord is much more 

likely to lead to spiritual insight and growth.    
If you have an issue, take it to the Lord, rather than gath-
ering with others to murmur about it.  When the Israelites 
did just that, thousands died.  When Jeremiah, David, and 
Moses took their heartache to the Lord, He answered.  We 
need to trust Him to do the same for us! 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Wednesday, April 4: Read Romans 14 

Jeremiah has been suffering greatly!  And so, of course, 
when He calls out to God, we want to see God comfort 
and encourage him and maybe strike down some of his 
persecutors.  

Jeremiah 15:19 is not quite what we expect: 
  Therefore thus says the Lord:  “If you return then I will 

bring you back; you shall stand before Me;  
if you take out the precious from the vile, you shall  

be as My mouth.  Let them return to you,  
but you must not return to them.”    

The word translated return in the opening part of the 
above quote carries the idea of to turn back or repent.  
God is telling a discouraged Jeremiah that he needs to  
repent, to get rid of the vile from the precious.   



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Wednesday, April 4: Read Romans 14 

(Con nued) 
The difficulties that Jeremiah has faced have caused him 
to wander into unbelief.  At least I think that is in part the 
vile that has crept into Jeremiah’s life.  Jeremiah has per-
haps also started to move in his sympathies toward the 
people of Israel, rather than calling them out of their sin 
to the Lord.  That too would be vile to the Lord.   
Not only must this have been a shocking response to Jere-
miah, I suspect it is to us as well.  We will investigate this 
in detail, but for now, let me give you something to think 
about:   

. . .for whatever is not from faith is sin.  Romans 14:23   
If discouragement causes us to wander from trusting in 
the Lord (recall Jeremiah 17:5,7), then it is sin and we 
need to repent.  There are only two options: to trust in 
God or man or to be mov-
ing spiritually forward or 
backwards.  For, every 
time we face discourage-
ment, we are at a cross-
roads where we will either 
choose the good way of 
trusting God or the vile 
way of unbelief.   
Can you can see why this 
command from the Lord 
was more sensitive to Jer-
emiah’s real need than it 
at first appeared to be? 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Thursday, April 5: Read Job 1 

Let’s ask the question, “Why might we, as Christians, get 
discouraged?”  Over the next four devotions, we will con-
sider examples of four reasons.     

Reason 1: We can get discouraged  
because of undeserved suffering.     

Consider Job as an example.  As you read the opening 
chapter of the book of Job was there any hint of sin in the 
life of Job?  God himself says that Job was:  

“. . .blameless and upright, a man who fears  
God and shuns evil.”  Verse 8   

As you learned in the reading, God allows Satan to bring 
great suffering into the life of Job to test the depth of his 
piety.  Job does get pretty discouraged, and we can un-
derstand why.   
So, making application from yesterday’s devotional, why 
might repentance be necessary?  Because sometimes in 
the face of undeserved suffering we start to forget that 
God is sovereign, omnipotent, omniscient, and loving.  In 
other words, in our discouragement we come to believe 
that He doesn’t know what is going on, can’t do anything 
about it, or just doesn’t care about us any more!  This is 
exactly what happens to Job in the closing chapters of the 
book as he begins to claim God is unjust in not allowing 
him to defend his righteousness. 
The end of the book is dramatic as God steps forward out 
of the storm and asks Job question after question (see 
Chapter 38-f).  All the questions point to the power and 
sovereignty of God.   



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Thursday, April 5: Read Job 1 (Con nued) 

I want you to see how Job responds in Job 42:1-6.  After 
recognizing the omnipotence and sovereignty of God, Job 
says:  

“Surely I spoke of things I did not understand,  
things too wonderful for me to know. . . 

My ears had heard of You,  
but now my eyes have seen You.   

Therefore I despise myself and repent  
in dust and ashes.”   

As we struggle with undeserved suffering, we could all 
use a little bit more seeing God in His Word and repent-
ance in dust and ashes.  

 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Friday, April 6: Read Daniel 6 

We’ll continue to answer the question: “Why might we, as 
Christians, get discouraged?”  

Reason 2:  We can get discouraged  
when we suffer for the sake of righteousness.   

One example of this is Daniel.  The text of Daniel 6 says 
that he was: 

trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent. 

What did he get for it—the lion’s den!   

To be discouraged when this kind of suffering comes our 
way is to fundamentally misunderstand the spiritual con-
flict that underlies all of human history.  Let me first ad-
dress this in terms of the lost world.  How many times 
have you heard people say, “I can’t believe in the God of 
Christianity, because a loving God would never allow 
_______ to happen!”  (And they fill in the blank with 
some tragedy.)   
 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Friday, April 6: Read Daniel 5 (Con nued) 

This question often comes from the mouth of those in re-
bellion against God and following the dictates of God’s 
chief adversary!  Yet, they think God owes them some-
thing.  If it weren’t for common grace, we would never 
have any blessing at all.  And, it is only because God is 
not willing that any of His creation should perish that we 
have the time we do to choose to turn in faith to Christ.   
Christians can sometimes be just as out of touch when it 
comes to how the world is going to treat them.  Peter un-
derstood and tried to prepare us:  

 For you have spent enough time in the past doing  
what pagans choose to do—living in debauchery, lust, 

drunkenness, . . .They think it strange that you do not 
plunge with them into the same flood of dissipation, 

and they heap abuse on you.  I Peter 4:2-4   

Do you see it?  When we choose to live apart from this 
world, expect it to either mock or persecute, for the dark-
ness of this world resents the light within God’s people! 
 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Monday, April 9: Read II Corinthians 5 

For the third time we consider the question: “Why might 
we, as Christians, get discouraged?”  

Reason 3:  Ambassadors can become the  
focus of a lot of nega ve sen ment.   

If we are expec ng a largely symbolic,  
or posh pos ng, we are likely to become  

discouraged when the embassy  
comes under a ack!   

In our reading today we learn that every believer is an 
ambassador for Jesus Christ.  We are the means by which 
God is imploring the world to be reconciled through the 
Son!  So how do we view our ambassadorship?  Some just 
ignore the whole thing and never take up their duties.   
 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Monday, April 9: Read II Corinthians 5 

(Con nued) 
Some recognize it for the great honor that it is, and think 
it is going to be a lot of fancy receptions!  (This is the er-
ror of the prosperity gospel.)  Some understand II Corin-
thians 4:16-17:   

Though outwardly we are wasting away,  
yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.   

For our light and momentary troubles are  
achieving for us an eternal weight of glory  

that far outweighs them all.  

What are these light and momentary troubles that Paul is 
talking about?  In the context they are the tremendous 
struggles through which Paul has come in order to pro-
claim the Gospel (read II Corinthians 4:8-f).  He sums this 
up by saying: 

 So then, death is at work in us,  
but life is at work in you.   

II Corinthians 4:12   

In short, if we are engaged in ministry, we shouldn’t be 
surprised if it has a cost.  That’s why Jesus told us what to 
expect ahead of time:   

“If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also.” 
John 15:20   

Now that we understand this, where does repentance 
come in?  If pressure from the world causes us to pull 
back from what God has called us to do, or if we think He 
has somehow forsaken us, then repentance is the first 
thing to do as we turn to the Lord to find His strength! 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Tuesday, April 10: Read I Corinthians 1 

The final answer to the question: “Why might we, as 
Christians, get discouraged?”  

Reason 4: We get discouraged (even angry) 
with those who reject God’s gi  of salva on.  
For we forget that the cross is viewed some-
where between foolishness and an offense.   

We can see this clearly in our text:  
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those  
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved  

it is the power of God.  I Corinthians 1:18   

This tells us why so often the Gospel is not well received 
by the lost—at least not until the Holy Spirit has a chance 
to work on the heart.   
 

 
 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Tuesday, April 10: Read I Corinthians 1 

(Con nued) 
Despite its gentleness, mildness, and love, Charles 
Spurgeon observed this about the Gospel: 

There has never been anything which has caused more 
disturbance in the world than the Christian religion! 

Why would this be the case?  Consider these reasons that 
the Gospel might be considered offensive: 
 Because of the way in which it deals with human wis-

dom.  For it dismisses it and those who deem them-
selves wise sneer in return.   

 Because of its dogmatism.  For its says there is only 
one way to God, through the Son, and the world says 
it will not accept any such thing.   

 Because it is so simple.  Why even common people 
can respond and my intellect demands more!   

 Because it hurts the pride of man.  For it opposes our 
notions of human ability in terms of what we bring to 
the table, which is precisely nothing.  This dismissal of 
human worth naturally offends.   

So, when we get either angry with those who reject God’s 
gift of salvation or pull back because we get tired of the 
response, we know what to do!  Repent and trust in the 
power of the glorious grace Gospel message to change 
the heart.  For it is not really us people are rejecting, but 
God Himself.  Let Him deal with their hearts, ours is but to 
proclaim the truth! 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Wednesday, April 11: Read John 14 

I want to close this sequence on dealing with discourage-
ment by adding a bit of balance.  For I do not want you to 
think that God is not an encourager.  In fact, it is Jesus 
Himself who said: 

 “And I will pray the Father, and He will give you  
another Helper, that He may abide with you forever— 

the Spirit of truth. . . you know Him for He dwells with 
you and will be in you.”  John 14:16-17 

The word translated helper means one who comes along-
side to comfort, counsel, advocate, and encourage.  This 
is a reference to the Holy Spirit, so it is God Himself who 
is going to come alongside each one of His children and 
provide help in need.   
 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Wednesday, April 11: Read John 14 (Con nued) 

What we need, as we go through 
things that discourage, varies great-
ly.  The point of our study of one 
particular time in Jeremiah’s life 
was simply to see that he didn’t 
need comfort in his moment of un-
belief.  None of us do.  So God, as 
He always does, provided just what 
Jeremiah needed—the admonition 
to repent and trust.   
Other times, as we seek to hold fast 
in faith, the Holy Spirit will come 
alongside and strengthen our faith 
and let us know that He will never 
leave us nor forsake us.  This is the 
role of the paraklatos (helper) of 
John 14:16.   
Let me close this section by encour-
aging you with words from the book of Hebrews:  

 All these people were still living by faith  
when they died.  They did not receive the things  

promised; they only saw them and welcomed them  
from a distance.  And they admitted that they were al-
iens and strangers on earth. . . Instead, they were long-

ing for a better country—a heavenly one.  
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for 

He has prepared a city for them.  Hebrews 11: 13-16  

This is the kind of attitude which God is trying to develop 
in each of us.  And, when we doubt that He is able, we 
need to repent and rest in His promises. 
 



Instructions from James 
Thursday, April 12: Read James 2:1-13 

As we have learned in earlier devotions, James is a very 
practical book about Christian Living.  Today’s reading is a 
perfect illustration of this.  For James is not dealing with a 
deep theological issue, but a very easy to understand 
practical test of our thinking.  Let me recast the test for 
our day: Two people show up at church, one finely 
dressed and the other shabbily clothed.  One is a potential 
giver to the work of the church; the other apparently is 
not!  Do you treat them the same or differently?  Do you 
thank them both for joining in worship?  Do you invite 
them both to fellowship with the same enthusiasm?  Lis-
ten to how James challenges us to critique our thinking:  

 . . .have you not discriminated  among yourselves  
and become judges with evil thoughts?   Verse 4  

He goes on to give reasons we should adjust our thinking 
about how we treat those the Lord might send to us or 
bring into our daily lives:   

Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the 
world to be rich in the faith and to inherit the kingdom 
He promised those who love Him?  But you have insulted 

the poor.  Is it not the rich who are exploiting you?   
Are they not dragging you into court?  Are they not the 

ones who are slandering the noble name of Him  
to whom you belong?  Verses 5-7  

That last verse is particularly telling in our day.  Is it not 
the intellectual, academic, and political elite of our day 
who slander Christianity?  It very often is.  I like to keep a 
healthy view of myself by remembering: 

God choose the foolish things of the world  
to shame the wise.  I Corinthians 1:27   

There is nothing wrong with being in that company! 
 



Instructions from James 
Friday, April 13: Read James 2:14-26 

What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have 
faith but has no deeds?  Can such faith save him?   

James 2:14  
This verse has certainly sparked a lot of controversy.  For 
there are many who have used this verse to teach that a 
person must have a combination of faith and works in or-
der to be a recipient of eternal life.  This, of course, would 
mean that we are not really saved by grace (Romans 11:6) 
and our salvation is not a gift from God (Ephesians 2:9).   

In fact, many see a contradiction between the teachings 
of Paul and James.   As I have mentioned many times, the 
Bible rightly understood never contradicts itself.  So what 
do we make of this?  It will take us a few days to unravel 
this, but it is not anywhere near as difficult a problem as 
many have made it out to be.  Once it is clear in your 
thinking that James is writing to believers, which we have 
already discovered, then the pieces start to fall into place.  
Let’s cover the big picture today, and then the details over 
the course of the next few days.  

 Continued on the next page. 



Instructions from James 
Friday, April 13: Read James 2:14-26 (Con nued) 
Let me point you to the graphic describing the Tenses of 
Salvation.  The first aspect, or tense, of our salvation hap-
pened in the 
past at the 
time we 
placed our 
faith in the 
person and 
work of 
Christ for 
eternal life.  
At that time 
we were 
transferred 
from the do-
minion of 
darkness, 
and into the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. (Colossians 1:13-14)  
This is solely by God’s grace and apart from any works on 
our part, as Ephesians 2:8-9 makes perfectly clear.  In 
terms of tense, this happened in the past at the time of 
faith.   
Now James is not talking about the past, but the present 
tense of the Christian life.  Right now, he is challenging 
those who have believed to produce works in keeping 
with being children of God and new creatures in Christ!  
He wants the believers to whom he is ministering to 
“redeem the time” (Ephesians 5:16) and produce the good 
works to which God has called them (Ephesians 2:10).   
As you can see, this is exactly the same thing to which 
Paul calls believers.  James and Paul write these instruc-
tions to save, or deliver, the Christian life from being 
squandered in carnality and to urge Christians to a life 
that is fruitful unto our Lord and Savior—exactly as it 
should be.  More to follow! 
 



Instructions from James 
Monday, April 16: Read Genesis 20 

Let’s look more closely at the very example that James 
uses—that of Abraham.  James writes:  

. . .do you want evidence that faith without deeds  
Is useless?  Was not Abraham considered righteous for 
what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 

James 2:20-21  
Now what is the actual witness of Scripture:   
 James refers to an event that happened in Genesis 22.  

However, in Genesis 15, it is clearly stated that: 
 Abraham believed the Lord, and He credited it  

to him as righteousness.  Genesis 15:6   

Romans Chapter 4 confirms that this is the point at 
which Abraham was justified before God.   

 Then recall Abraham’s failures.  There is the failed plan 
to produce an heir through Hagar in Genesis 16.  In 
today’s reading, Abraham attempts to protect his own 
skin by claiming that his beautiful wife was his sister.  
Note Genesis 21:9 where Abimelech says to Abraham: 
 You have done things to me that should not be done.  

 This is exactly the kind of thing James is talking about.  
These acts were a breakdown of faith in the life of 
Abraham.  His faith as a believer was dead, and he 
was clearly not justified before the pagan Abimelech!   

Do you see?  Abraham was justified before God in Genesis 
15, but not before the eyes of the watching world in Gen-
esis 16-20.  It was not until Genesis 22, where Abraham 
trusted God, even to the point of obediently offering his 
beloved son Isaac, that we see his faith connected to 
works in his life.  And this is clearly evident before both 
God and man—as it should be! 
 



Instructions from James 
Tuesday, April 17: Read Ephesians 2,  

Philippians 2:13-14 
James ends Chapter 2 with these words:  

As the body without the spirit is dead,  
so faith without works is dead.  James 2:26   

Without question, the idea of works is on James mind, but 
works for whom?  I have tried to show you from the text 
that James is talking to believers:  

My brothers, as believers in our glorious  
Lord Jesus Christ. . .  James 2:1 

Thus, this is an admonition for believers to be engaged in 
the works to which God has called them in the second 
tense of their salvation.  In fact, this is part of saving the 
days which God has given us on earth!  Isn’t this exactly 
the same admonition given by Paul in today’s reading?   

For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus  
to do good works, which God prepared in advance  

for us to do.  Ephesians 2:10   

 



Instructions from James 
Tuesday, April 17: Read Ephesians 2,  

Philippians 2:13-14 (Con nued) 
God made us new creatures in Christ with the intent that 
we would do good works.  In fact, He has the precise 
works firmly in His mind.  In fact, we can take it one step 
further by looking at Philippians 2:12-13:  

. . .continue to work our your salvation with fear and 
trembling (a reference to the second tense of our salvation), 

for it is God who works in you to will and to  
act according to His good purpose.   

Again we see an emphasis on the will of God, but note, 
this is not in order to get saved but part of fleshing out 
our salvation.  With this in mind it is no wonder that 
James says, “faith without works is dead!”  For the con-
nection between what we believe and what we are allow-
ing God to do in our lives has been broken.  My brothers 
and sisters, this should not be!  And both Paul and James 
would tell us the same thing! 

Preparing for Matthew 

We will be returning to our study of the Gospel of  
Matthew this summer.  In order to help you be prepared, 
I thought we would review what we learned in Matthew’s 
first 13 chapters during the course of last summer’s study.   
 



Preparing for Matthew 
Wednesday, April 18: Read Malachi 4 and 

Romans 5:1-10 
What would happen if our Bibles went straight from the 
close of the Old Testament in Malachi to the rich doctrinal 
content of the New Testament Epistles (Romans 5) with-
out the Gospel accounts?  What would a reader of the Bi-
ble do with terms like apostle, Christ, resurrection, justi-
fied, and crucifixion.  In short, all of the theology associat-
ed with the work of the cross would be undecipherable 
without the historical backdrop provided by the Gospels.  
The Gospel of Matthew, in particular, is the key bridge be-
tween the Old and New Testaments.  We tend to get 
caught up with what God is doing with and through His 
Church.  For we have new life in Christ, a tremendously 
rich calling upon our lives, and are part of the Church that 
is meant to display the manifold wisdom of God to the 
watching world.  However, this is really only one aspect of 
what God has been doing throughout human history.   
It starts with the creation of this physical universe and 
mankind in His image, and ends with the creation of a 
new heavens and earth.  Our study in Matthew should 
cause us to step back and, once again, be reminded of 
the big picture.  It will help us to see that, despite appar-
ent chaos, God’s plan is unfolding right on schedule, from 
one phase to another, despite the opposition of Satan and 
failures of rebellious man. That’s because He is sovereign, 
omnipotent, and omniscient.  Understanding this gives us  
great confidence that the details of our lives and our 
needs never escape His attention and are no problem for 
Him whatsoever.  Because He can manage redemption 
and reconciliation on a global scale, He can certainly 
manage it on a personal level.  So, with this introduction, 
we venture into the text of Matthew tomorrow!  
 



Preparing for Matthew 
Thursday, April 19: Read Ma hew 1 and 2 

The first two words of the inspired text of Matthew are 
actually the title.  In Greek, they look like this: ΚΑΤΑ 
ΜΑΘΘΑΙΟΝ which means According to Matthew.  Right 
from the start I want you to have a sense of the kind of 
record we have in the Gospel accounts.  Richard Lenski in 
his commentary says it this way:  

The sense of kata (according to) in these captions  
is never this, that the records in question are  
compilations, made by others than Matthew,  

Mark, etc., and only derived in a general way from the 
teaching of these men. . .  It is impossible to read  

either ‘critically’ or otherwise, the four identical  
captions. . .in any but the identical senses:   

the version of each, as written by each.  
So then, we have established the author of this Gospel is 
Matthew, one of the 12 and formerly a tax-collector named 
Levi.  Next, consider how Matthew opens his Gospel:   

The book of the  
genealogy of  

Jesus Christ, the Son 
of David, the Son of  

Abraham.   

Who would care about 
such a pedigree?  Why 
the Jewish people who 
were looking for both a 
coming King in the line 
of David and a Messiah.   

Continued on the next 
page. 



Preparing for Matthew 
Thursday, April 19: Read Ma hew 1 and 2 

(Con nued) 
This is one of many things that makes it clear the intend-
ed audience for Matthew’s Gospel are the Jews.  For ex-
ample, consider these pointers to the audience:   
 The kingdom of heaven is mentioned 33 times in this 

Gospel and not at all in the other three Gospels.  Who 
is looking for a coming King?  The Jews are awaiting 
His coming!  In fact, the book of Daniel lays out Jewish 
history in terms of kingdom history.   

 There is much greater reference to the Old Testament 
in this Gospel than in the other Gospels: 54 quotes and 
over 200 allusions or parallels.  These references 
would have connected with a Jewish audience.   

 Whereas Mark often explains Jewish customs or 
quotes, Matthew never does.  Why would he if his in-
tended audience is Jews who already understand these 
references?   

John F. Walvoord gives us a nice summary of the role of 
Matthew’s Gospel in the Scriptures:   

As a whole, the gospel is not properly designated  
as only an apologetic for the Christian faith.   

Rather, it was designed to explain to the Jews,  
who had expected the Messiah when He came  

to be a conquering king, why instead  
Christ suffered and died,  

and why there was the resulting postponement  
of His triumph to His second coming. 



Preparing for Matthew 
Friday, April 20: Read Genesis 17:1-7 and 

II Samuel 7:12-17 
Taking up the reading of Matthew’s Gospel, as we did yes-
terday, is a little bit like starting to read a novel in the 
middle.  The reader immediately recognizes they don’t 
have the full story.  For example, Matthew 1:1 begins:  

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ,  
the Son of David, the Son of Abraham.   

And then Matthew 2:2 adds another perplexing piece 
when the wise men come asking: 

 Where is He who has been born King of the Jews?  
Continued on the next page. 

 



Preparing for Matthew 
Friday, April 20: Read Genesis 17:1-7 and 

II Samuel 7:12-17 (Con nued) 
The two cited verses immediately raise questions.  Who 
are Abraham and David and what is this business about a 
king?  You need background to understand Matthew’s 
message.  For just as the New Testament epistles require 
you to understand who Jesus is and what He accom-
plished on the cross, Matthew’s Gospel requires come Old 
Testament history before you take up his Gospel.  So, 
what kinds of things do you need to know: 
 The promises given to Abraham of many descendants 

and permanent possession of a land. (Genesis 17:1-7)   
 The promise of a king to reign on the throne of David. 

(II Samuel 7:12-17)   
 The promise of a new covenant. (Jeremiah 31:31-36)   
 The promise of a redeemer, which stretches all the 

way back to Genesis 3.   
The Jews who knew the prophetic promises of the Old 
Testament were looking for a King greater than David, 
who would rule the entire earth from His capital in Jerusa-
lem.  The King they were expecting would be a mighty 
redeemer, would usher in a new spirituality, and would 
bless the world, in particular Israel, mightily!  This is why 
Matthew starts by telling his audience Jesus is in the line 
of Abraham, in the line of David, and is the promised re-
deemer-King.  In short, Matthew is announcing to the 
Jews that Jesus is the one you have been waiting for!   
 



Preparing for Matthew 
Monday, April 23: Read Luke 3 

Everyone hates reading the genealogies contained in  
Matthew 1 and Luke 3, but they have value because they 
show us much about God’s capability and His heart for 
lost mankind.  Consider these facts:   
 The genealogy in Matthew 1 shows us that Jesus is a 

descendant of Abraham and a legal heir of David.  This 
can be considered his legal claim to the throne of Da-
vid through Joseph, which by the way is perfectly legit-
imate through adoption.   

 Jeremiah 22:24-30, however, creates a problem.  It 
says that no descendant of Coniah—this is a son of Je-
hoiakim—will ever reign on the throne of David.  This 
is the line through Solomon documented in Matthew 1. 

 But the genealogy in Luke 3 comes down through  
Nathan and avoids the curse of Jeremiah 22.  There is 
good reason to believe this is the genealogy of Mary—
making Jesus both legally and biologically an heir of 
David.  (What a blessing to have multiple accounts.)   

 There are five women in the genealogy which was un-
heard of in the time.  Further, we have two Canaan-
ites, a Moabite, and quite a collection of sinful behav-
ior.  Right from the start, we have demonstrated:  

. . . God did not send His Son into the world  
to condemn the world, but that the world  
through Him might be saved.   John 3:17  

From the opening genealogies Jesus condescends to be 
identified in this way with sinners.  We shouldn’t be sur-
prised when Levi the tax-collector gets saved in Matthew 
9:9 and we find Jesus eating with sinners at his home.  
That’s the whole reason He came!  And the fact that Levi 
became Matthew and wrote a Gospel account is just an-
other testimony to what the grace of God can do in a life! 
 



Preparing for Matthew 
Tuesday, April 24: Read Ma hew 3 

In Matthew Chapter 3 we meet John the Baptist.  The Bi-
ble foretold that there would be one who would announce 
the coming of the Messiah, and Matthew makes it clear 
that John is the one by connecting him with Isaiah 40:3.  
A summary of John the Baptist’s message is found in Mat-
thew 3:2: 

 Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.  

Let’s focus on the single word repent  for today’s devo-
tional.  This word has been theologically hijacked in our 
day, for it is most often declared to mean something 
along the lines of: Stop sinning, straighten up your life, 
feel sorry for your sins, and so on.  One single example of 
its actual Biblical usage will show the error of this under-
standing.  

The Lord swore and will not repent, Thou art a priest for 
ever after the order of Melchizedek.  Hebrews 7:21-KJV  

The word translated repent has the basic meaning: to 
change one’s mind about something.  In the above pas-
sage, God is saying He will not change His mind about the 
priesthood of Christ, it is permanent.  So, what John the 
Baptist is challenging the Jews of his day to do is to 
change their mind about something.  What could it be?   
First, they had to change their mind about the fact that 
they were going to be saved simply because they were 
descendants of Abraham, as Matthew makes clear in 
Verse 9: 

 . . .and do not think to say to yourselves,  
We have Abraham as our father.  



Preparing for Matthew 
Tuesday, April 24: Read Ma hew 3 (Con nued) 

Then, they had to change their mind about being saved 
by keeping the Mosaic Law: 

. . .rather through the Law we become  
conscious of sin.  Romans 3:20    

And, they had to change their mind about who Jesus was: 
“If you do not believe I am the one I claim to be  

you will die in your sins.”  John 8:24  
The following quote from H. A. Ironsides nicely summariz-

es a Biblical understanding of the need for every lost per-
son to repent:    

Repentance is simply a man’s recognition  
of his own true condition before God.   

No man would desire to come to the Savior  
unless he realized his need of a Savior.   

The realization of this need and the acknowledgement 
of it is, in the truest sense, the work of repentance.  

Thus men repent and through believing  
the Gospel are eternally saved. 

 



Preparing for Matthew 
Wednesday, April 25: Read Luke 23 

I want to explore the idea of repentance a little bit further 
by looking at the two criminals who were crucified along 
with Christ.  It is important to note from Mark 15:32:  

Those crucified with Him also heaped insults on Him.  

Along with the religious leaders and passers-by, both of 
those crucified with Jesus reviled Him.  But then in today’s 
reading, beginning at Verse 39, something happened to 
one of the two criminals!  He expressed the fear of the 
Lord, recognized his own sinful standing, and expressed 
belief that Jesus was the King of a Kingdom.  The criminal  
believed Jesus was who He claimed to be!   
What word best describes what happened to this guilty 
sinner?  He changed His mind about his own standing be-
fore God, and he changed his mind about who Jesus was.  
In short, he repented!  The circumstances and dialogue 
are unusual to say the least, but Jesus was satisfied.  For 
He told the thief: 

 “Today you will be with Me in paradise.”  Verse 43b  

 

 

 



Preparing for Matthew 
Wednesday, April 25: Read Luke 23 (Con nued) 

Now please note: Did the thief feel sorry for his sins?  Did 
he totally commit and surrender?  Did he promise to never 
steal again?  He did none of these things!  He was blas-
pheming Jesus, when he changed his mind about the 
whole thing and then clearly expressed faith in who Jesus 
was.  This is what saved him!   

Repentance is when a person changes their thinking  
about whatever is keeping them from expressing  

faith in Christ.  Kelly Sensinig   
This highlights the real struggle, for one criminal turned  
from his unbelief and one did not, one repented and one 
did not, one was eternally saved and one was not!   
One more fine point for you to ponder: In Matthew 27:3 it 
says Judas repented about betraying Jesus to the Jewish 
authorities for money.  Many translations use the word 
remorse to avoid using the word repent, but it is the same 
Greek word.  Does this mean Judas was saved?  If we an-
alyze the repentance, we would have to say, “No!”  For 
Judas changed His 
mind about the guilt of 
Jesus and His own ac-
ceptance of money to 
betray Him.  There is 
no evidence that Judas 
recognized himself as 
a sinner and Jesus as 
his Savior—sent by 
God.  And that’s the 
change of mind that 
must occur as a prerequisite for belief!    



Preparing for Matthew 
Thursday, April 26: Read Ma hew 4 

Matthew Chapter 4 begins with Jesus being tempted (or 
tested) by Satan.  Both the text and grammar make it 

clear that Jesus 
was tempted re-
peatedly by Satan.  
This little glimpse 
is given to us so 
that we would un-
derstand that not 
only was Jesus 
qualified to reign 
as king because He 
was in the line of 
David, He also 
qualified because 
He was without the 
stain of Adam’s sin 
by virtue of the vir-
gin birth.  Further, 
He was also moral-
ly fit to rule by vir-
tue of living a sin-
less life.  This has 

direct ramifications for us as made clear in Hebrews 4:15: 
 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot  

sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points 
tempted as we are, yet without sin.   

Jesus was without sin, and also was tempted as we are.  
It is that last little phrase that I would like to challenge 
you to think about in terms of Matthew 4.  Let’s take a 
deeper look at the temptations faced by Jesus, for not on-
ly are there three temptations in the text, there are three 
powerful applications that can be made for us.   



Preparing for Matthew 
Thursday, April 26: Read Ma hew 4 (Con nued) 
Today we will discuss the first temptation: Command 
these stones to become bread. (Verses 3-4)  Before getting 
to the application, consider 
the marvelous way in which 
Jesus responds.  He starts 
with, “It is written. . .”  No 
hemming and hawing or try-
ing to find a way to do what 
He wants, He has already de-
cided the Bible is a sufficient 
guide for matters of faith and 
practice.  Second, His selec-
tion of Scripture is a wonder-
ful piece of application.  He 
responds with no inflexible 
dogma, but instead with Spir-
it-led application appropriate 
to the circumstances.  We 
could learn much from Jesus’ initial response!   
Now to give you application, what was the essence of the 
temptation?  I would suggest it was to meet one’s physi-
cal needs independently of the will of God.  Our applica-
tions from this first temptation is that preoccupation with 
God’s spiritual call on our lives is to take precedence over 
preoccupation with our physical needs/wants.   
This focus on His spiritual call was certainly not a one time 
thing in the life of Jesus:   

“I have food to eat that you know nothing about. . .My 
food,” said Jesus, ”is to do the will of Him who sent Me 

and to finish His work.”  John 4:32,34  

We’ll look at the other two temptations tomorrow. 



Preparing for Matthew 
Friday, April 27: Read I Corinthians 10 

I asked you to read I Corinthians 10 in order to draw your 
attention to the promise that:  

No temptation has seized you except what is  
common to man.  And God is faithful;  

He will not let you be tempted beyond what  
you can bear.  But when you are tempted,  

He will also provide a way out so that  
you can stand up under it.  

Our reading in Matthew 4 is showing us that although the 
way in which Jesus was tempted is outside of our experi-
ence, the object, or focus, of the temptation is the same.  
For example, yesterday we saw that we are going to be 
tempted to allow physical needs and wants to take prece-
dence in our lives.  To do so would be sin.   
Moving on, consider temptation two:   

Throw yourself down. . .  Matthew 4:6 

Again, Satan distorts Scrip-
ture in order to make some-
thing wrong sound okay.  
What exactly is the tempta-
tion?  Let me suggest it is to 
presume God will act on our 
action rather than to seek 
His plans, purposes, and tim-
ing.  In short, the temptation 
is to force God’s hand!  After 
all, wouldn’t it attract a lot of 
attention to Jesus’ message 
to throw Himself off the tem-
ple in front of a large crowd?   



Preparing for Matthew 
Friday, April 27: Read I Corinthians 10 

(Con nued) 
Now let’s consider application two:  We have to be careful 
not to presume that our solution, in our timing, is going to 
be God’s.  I believe Proverbs 3:5-7 reinforces this very 
application:   

Trust in the Lord with all your heart,  
and lean not to your own understanding;  

in all your ways acknowledge Him,  
and He shall direct your paths.    

Finally, let’s look at temptation three:  
All these things I will give to you. . .”  

Matthew: 4:8-10  
Satan gave a glorious panorama of worldly prestige, and 
offered it all to Jesus.  
Now Psalm 2:6-9 
makes it clear that 
rulership over this 
earth is coming to 
Jesus.  What Satan is 
offering is to obtain all 
that was prophesied 
to come to Him, apart 
from obedience to the 
plan of God—apart 
from the cross!  That 
leads us to application 
three.  To worship 
anything apart from 
the one true God is to 
seize an illusion of the 
blessing that God is willing to provide.  For the divine 
order is first the cross and then the crown.  It is no 
different in our own lives.   



Preparing for Matthew 
Monday, April 30: Read Ma hew 3:1-6,  

4:17-20 
We have looked at the idea of repentance, now let’s focus 
upon the second half of the proclamation in Matthew 3:2 
and 4:17:   

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  

It will be very helpful if we can sort out two things in our 
thinking.  First, God is the great sovereign (King) over all 
things!   

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power  
and the glory and the majesty and the splendor,  

for everything in heaven and earth is Yours. 
I Chronicles 29:11 

This has been true from the beginning of creation and  
always will be.  But then there is a second kingdom that, 
although promised, has not yet been established:  

“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will 
fulfill the gracious promise I made to the house of Israel 

and to the house of Judah.  In those days and at that 
time I will make a righteous Branch sprout from Da-

vid’s line; He will do what is just and  
right in the land.”  Jeremiah 33:14-15   

David’s line is the kingly line.  God is promising a King that 
will do what is right and just in the land of Israel.  The 
passage goes on to proclaim that this King will save Israel 
and provide peace in the land.  Do you see it?  John pre-
pared the people by calling them to change their mind 
about their need before a holy God, and to put them on 
notice that the long-awaited Kingdom was at hand—very 
close.  Jesus, in turn, called for the people to recognize 
their need, but He then offered Himself as the long-
promised King ready to establish that earthly Kingdom.   
 



Preparing for Matthew 
Monday, April 30: Read Ma hew 3:1-6,  

4:17-20 (Con nued) 
John’s message was one of: Get ready by means of re-
pentance, for the King is close at hand.  Jesus, by one 
means after another—from His virgin birth to the many 
miracles He performed—is going to validate that He is the 
King they had been awaiting.   
It should break our hearts in the chapters ahead as we 
see the people reject their King.  Likewise, it should break 
our hearts when people reject our great Savior through 
unbelief.  That’s clearly the issue as Paul connects the 
message of John to the Gospel of the New Testament in 
Acts 19:4:  

Then Paul said, “John indeed baptized with a  
baptism of repentance, saying to the people  
that they should believe on Him who would  

come after him, that is on Christ Jesus.”    

Don’t let anyone ever tell you that the ultimate purpose of 
John’s baptism was anything other than faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  The testimony of Scripture is clear! 
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