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Daily Devotional 
June 2016 



Foreword 
This month we will start in Exodus and then move back to 
Philippians. No doubt you have noted how slowly we are 
moving through Philippians. You will have to let me know 
if you are doing okay with having a reading in another part 
of the New Testament, and then a devotional insight that 
continues to work slowly 
through the text of Philippi-
ans. I am trying to give you 
as much detail as possible.  
But I don’t want our devo-
tional study to be too much. 
Send me an email and let 
me know.  

In the meantime, the main 
thing is to keep reflecting 
upon the truth of God’s 
Word and allowing the Holy 
Spirit to speak to you. 
 

In His grace, 

 

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 



Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, June 1:  Read Exodus 6  

Now, back to our study of the plagues in Exodus Chapters 
5-12.  As we begin, remember our third principle of re-
demption:   

In order to appreciate redemption, it must be clear that 
the redeemer is more powerful than the oppressor! 

What was the purpose of the plagues?  (There were ten: 
water to blood, frogs, gnats, stinging flies, plague on live-
stock, boils, hail, locusts, darkness, death of the firstborn.)  
The short answer is they were to show that in every way, 
the God of the Israelites was more powerful than all the 
gods of the Egyptians!  I am not going to go into detail on 
each plague, but they each address some component of 
Egyptian pagan practice.  For example, Ra was both the 
source of light, as the sun-god, and creator.  What did Yah-
weh do—bring on a darkness that Ra could not penetrate! 

Now, how well did the plagues get across the message 
that God was the greater power?  Based upon the follow-
ing, I would say pretty well!  In Exodus 12:32  Pharaoh 
says, “Go!” and then follows it up with a very interesting 
request, “And also bless me.”  Pharaoh has acquiesced 
—for the lesser is always blessed by the greater!  In Exo-
dus 12:33 and 35-36 the Egyptian people themselves urge 
the Israelites to go before “we all die,” while at the same 
time heaping a great deal of “plunder” upon them. And in 
Exodus 12:38 we can see that many Egyptians (or other 
peoples) went with the Israelites—presumably because 
they decided to go with the winner of the contest. 

Does this fulfill God’s promise: “. . .I will redeem you 
with an outstretched arm and mighty acts of judg-
ment. . .”  I would say so—God reached into this world, 
and judged those opposing His plans.  We will expand this 
thought in the next lesson. 

 

 



Return to Exodus 
Thursday, June 2:  Read Exodus 24  

(Highlight Exodus 6:6-8) 
I want to spend today focusing upon this great redemptive 
verse:   

“. . .I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and 
mighty acts of judgment. . .”  Exodus 6:6 

We just saw that the plagues that fell upon Egypt, in part, 
illustrate this truth.  Now I want to challenge your think-
ing—could it be that God’s redemption is always accom-
panied by an “outstretched arm and mighty acts of judg-
ment?”  What about the first Advent of Jesus Christ? 

 Is not sending the second person of the trinity to earth to 
take on humanity an example 
of the outstretched arm of 
God?  Is He not, in essence, 
reaching right out from heav-
en into the affairs of men?  
See John 1:1-3, 1:14, 3:16, 
and Hebrews 1:2-3. 

 How about mighty acts of 
judgment?  Is not the pouring 
out of the sins of the entire 
human race onto the right-
eous and sinless Son of God 
the most significant and note-
worthy act of judgment of all 
time?  See II Corinthians 5:21 and I Peter 2:24. 

 

 



Return to Exodus 
Thursday, June 2:  Read Exodus 24 (continued) 

(Highlight Exodus 6:6-8) 
Perhaps this is the pattern associated with the redemptive 
work of God?  What about in our day?  Has God reached 
into your life?  I am asking, have you seen the out-
stretched arm of God at work in your life?  If you have 
been a Christian for any period of time, then I am sure you 
have!  If so, then you have a testimony to the redemptive 
work of God; specifically, His personal work in your life.   

How about acts of judgment?  Think again about the pur-
pose of the plagues.  Didn’t they, in essence, show the 
oppressors they were not as powerful as they thought they 
were?  How has the world’s current super power coped 
with Hurricane Katrina, control of rainfall, fires, and cultural 
implosion?  Maybe we, like Pharaoh and the oppressors, 
are not as powerful as we think we are!    

Note two things:   

 Even as Christians, we might very well feel the pinch of 
these acts of judgment just as the Israelites did prior to 
the Exodus.   

 Be careful in your use of these judgments.  Don’t be too 
dogmatic.  And most importantly, our testimony and ap-
plication of “acts of judgment” must always go back to 
Jesus Christ and His cross and resurrection.  We are on 
very firm footing when we reference Jesus Christ and 
His resurrection as the “outstretched arm of God” and 
His cross as a “mighty act of judgment.” 



Return to Exodus 
Friday, June 3:  Read Revelation 12  

(Highlight Verses 10-11) 
Here is a point of application from yesterday’s lesson: 

 With a manifestation of the faithfulness of God 
(outstretched arm) in the face of great difficulties (acts 
of judgment), the people of God have a testimony to 

which they can bear witness!   

Let me give you just a few reminders about bearing wit-
ness that is, giving a testimony: 

First, what a personal testimony is not: 

 A message so compelling it forces every one who hears 
it to believe on the spot! 

 A message that provides excessive details about just 
how bad you were. 

 A message that covers the full council of God. 

 A message whose sole topic is conversion. 

So then, what is a personal testimony? 

 It is a snapshot of some part of your life. 

 It is uniquely your story.  You might think others will find 
it uninteresting, but that is far from the truth.  You may 
simply need to learn how to be a better story-teller! 

 It is a story in which your life provides the backdrop for 
the outworking of the grace of God. 

 Stated another way, you are recognizable in the back-
ground while God is in the foreground. 

 If you always double-check the above, you will spare 
yourself entering into the realm of giving a bragamony 
rather than a testimony! 

 



Return to Exodus 
Monday, June 6:  Read Romans 9  

(Note Romans 9:17 and Exodus 4:21-23) 
We are now going back to address an issue that we had 
temporarily set aside.  As a way to succinctly state the 
question, I am going to entitle our investigation: Just who 
hardened whose heart?  Read today’s passages and 
follow along as we address a portion of this complex is-
sue. 

There are 17 references to the hardening of Pharaoh’s 
heart in the book of Exodus (9 by God, 3 by Pharaoh, and 
5 not specified).  There are also three different words used 
to describe this hardening and a host of associated theo-
logical issues.  My goal is not to try and sort this all out, 
but rather to scratch the surface and give you something 
that is Biblically coherent. 

Here is what I mean by Biblically coherent.  On the one 
hand, Exodus 4:21 and Romans 9:17 lead us, bluntly stat-
ed, to the idea that God reaches into the heart and turns 
the dial, as it were, to hard.  But, does God’s Word ever give 
us the idea that we are responsible for the decisions we 
make?  How about right from the start in the Garden: 

And the Lord God commanded the man, you are free to 
eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat 

from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when 
you eat of it you will surely die. Genesis 2:16-17 

Or, immediately following the Exodus at Mt. Sinai: 

“You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how 
I carried you on eagles wings. . Now if you obey Me ful-

ly and keep My covenant, then …”  Exodus 19:4-f 

  So when I say “Biblically coherent” I am referring to the 
goal of drawing these two seemingly different descriptions 
of what is going on between God and man into something 
coherent—an explanation which reasonably harmonizes 
with the overall scope of Scripture.   



Return to Exodus 
Tuesday, June 7:  Read I Timothy 3  

(Highlight Verses 3-5) 

Who Hardened Whose Heart? 
There are basically two disparate views on the relationship 
between God and His creation, actually two opposite ends 
of the spectrum.  They can be summarized like this:   

 A very tight view of God’s sovereignty, which in essence 
says, “Nothing happens unless it comes from God!”  You 
can find this view within the theological system of Calvinism.   

 Or, a very loose view of sovereignty that falls under the cat-
egory of deism, which holds to the position that God is let-
ting His universe work things out pretty much on its own.    

Each of these views have led to theological constructs, 
which at some level become Biblically offensive!  By that I 
mean they reach a point at which they start to contradict 
the clear teaching of the Scriptures.  For example, Calvin-
ism makes God the author of sin and evil. (This is very 
strange territory is it not?  Just remember, in their system, 
God is the sovereign behind everything.)  It also requires God 
to choose from eternity past who is saved (elect) and who is 
lost (reprobate).   Furthermore, it forces a very strange se-
quence upon salvation:  God chooses who will be saved, 
God regenerates prior to faith, God gives faith, but allows 
man to think it was his choice and his faith response.  And 
lastly, it establishes what must be viewed as a works-based 
salvation despite the many protestations to the contrary.   
For in their system, all true believers will persevere until the 
end, therefore, the test of salvation is whether or not one 
perseveres.  Works determine salvation—plain and simple. 

Now perhaps you think this overstates the case.  There is 
not enough space in this work to defend each claim I have 
made, so let me just pick one, and prove it to you in the 

   



Return to Exodus 
Tuesday, June 7:  Read I Timothy 3 (continued) 

(Highlight Verses 3-5) 
words of one of it advocates:  

 . . .God by His eternal and immutable counsel determined 
once and for all those whom it was his pleasure one day to 
admit to salvation and those whom, on the other hand, it 

was his pleasure to doom to destruction.  We maintain that 
this counsel as regards the elect is founded on his free mer-
cy, without any respect to human worth, while those whom 
he dooms to destruction are excluded from access to life by 
a just and blameless, but at the same time incomprehensi-
ble judgment. . .  But as the Lord seals His elect by calling 
and justification, so by excluding the reprobate either from 

the knowledge of his name or the sanctification of his Spirit, 
He by these marks in a manner discloses the judgment 

which awaits them.  (J. Calvin) 

As you can see, we are into heavy stuff!  Let me close to-
day’s lesson with two thoughts.  First, there is a certain 
worldly wisdom to these ponderous statements—but that 
is all it is—worldly wisdom.  It is not consistent with divine 
revelation.  Let your mind ponder each sentence.  Is it re-
ally God’s pleasure to admit some and not others?  

. . .God our Savior wants all men to be saved.  I Timothy 2:3-f  

Does He exclude some from the knowledge of His name?   

“And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
men to Myself.” John 12:32  

Second, do you see how these statements clearly contra-
dict Biblical revelation and thus are offensive?  Calvin was 
a young man of 26 years, a lawyer by trade, and a new 
believer of less than a year, coming out of Catholicism 
when he wrote the first edition of his theological under-
standings.  His brilliant mind is in evidence, but not an in-
tegrated and comprehensive knowledge of the Scriptures! 

 

 



Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, June 8:  Read John 3  

(Highlight Verses 18 and 36) 

Who Hardened Whose Heart? 
In contrast to what we discussed yesterday, what reason 
does John 3:18 give for a person spending eternity sepa-
rated from God—for spending eternity in hell?  

Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever 
does not believe stands condemned already because he 

has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 

Looks like unbelief on the part of the individual is the rea-
son a person is separated from God, doesn’t it?  However, 
this understanding can lead us to the other end of the 
spectrum—very loose sovereignty.  

This construct includes concepts like: God is an uninter-
ested observer, has chosen not to intervene in human af-
fairs, and has left man to work things out on his own.  This 
too is an offense to the breadth of Scripture. Most glaring-
ly, do we have any Biblical evidence that God intervenes 
in history, that He is interested in mankind, and that He 
regularly inserts Himself into the story-line of human histo-
ry?    

To say “no” is to ignore the Noahic flood, the calling and 
preservation of Israel, the Exodus, and, most important of 
all, to ignore the cross!  It is more accurate to say that the 
mission of every Christian is to herald to the world the 
greatest and most unique intervention imaginable (Acts 
1:8)! 

 

 
 

 

 



Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, June 8:  Read John 3 (continued) 

(Highlight Verses 18 and 36) 

This is not to say that man is not responsible, but rather, 
that he is responsible to God.  Man is responsible to our 
God who has revealed Himself as an intensely personal 
God who has first called us to belief in the One who came 
to save, Jesus Christ, and who then expects us to accom-
plish the works He has prepared in advance for us to do! 
(Philippians 2:12-13) 

 

 

 

 



Return to Exodus 
Thursday, June 9:  Read Ezekiel 3  

Who Hardened Whose Heart? 
Since the Reformed Theology is making much greater in-
roads in our day than deism, I want to spend a bit more 
time discussing it.  As I stated earlier, in many of Calvin’s 
writings, there is much more evidence of a brilliant legal 
mind at work than a coherent and reasonable understand-
ing of Scripture.   For example, in Calvin’s system Jesus 
died only for the elect!  However, the Scriptures paint an 
entirely different picture.  The death of Jesus is clearly di-
rected toward the desperate need of the entire human 
race and not just limited to a chosen few.   

He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only of 
ours but also for the sins of the whole world. I John 2:2   

Calvinists are forced by their system to explain how the 
term “whole” really just means the elect.  However, when 
one starts distorting language like this in order to make the 
Bible fit a specific theological system, that should be the first 
clue that the system has taken precedence over the clear 
revelation of God’s Word.  My advice—run, and quickly! 

The call to believe is also clearly directed toward all men, 
and not just an elect few.  

This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all 
men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.  
For there is one God and one mediator between God and 

men, the man Christ Jesus, . . . I Timothy 2:3-5  

Do you see how this passage produces huge problems for 
the false view of sovereignty developed by the Calvinists?  
God wants all to be saved—but not all are going to be.   



Return to Exodus 
Thursday, June 9:  Read Ezekiel 3 (continued) 

Who Hardened Whose Heart? 
This is because He has chosen to let His creatures make 
a choice about the person and work of Jesus Christ. 

One final thing to consider, a huge portion of the New Tes-
tament epistles are cautionary in tone—for a very good 
reason.  Ephesians 4:17-f is one such example:  

 So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you 
must no longer live as the Gentiles do. . ..  

The Scriptures provide this caution because it is possible 
for a believer to get dragged back into the sin from which 
he or she came.  Thus, we really need constant reminders 
to take hold of the provision of God to avoid becoming en-
tangled again!  In the scheme of Reformed Theology such 
entanglement is simply evidence a person is not really 
saved!   

This has the effect of rendering huge portions of Scripture 
(the many, many warning passages) without any legiti-
mate audience. How so?  Because, If a true believer can’t 
really do this, then it doesn’t apply to believers.  And unbe-
lievers are  “predestined” to damnation and there is noth-
ing they can do about it!    

It is far better to take these passages for what they are—a 
warning from the mind of God that every believer must 
watch his or her life and doctrine closely!  This prompts 
the study of God’s Word, prayer and meditation, and the 
fellowship of the saints.  Much better than the smug elitism 
all too often found among those who feel that they are the 
elect! 

 
 

 

 



Return to Exodus 
Friday June 10:  Read Ezekiel 33:1-22  

Who Hardened Whose Heart? 
So how do we put this all together?  And how do we get 
back to our original question:  Who Hardened Whose 
Heart?  Although it will take several days to work 
through—let’s begin with a logical progression of thought. 

First, we must choose to tread very carefully!  There is 
much that God has revealed to us, but also much that re-
mains in His counsel.  We have to be careful not to push 
our dogmatism too far!   

The deep things belong to the Lord our God, but the things  
revealed belong to us.  Deuteronomy 29:29 

God is Sovereign—absolutely!   

And Hezekiah prayed to the LORD:   
LORD, God of Israel, enthroned between the cherubim,  
You alone are God over all the kingdoms of the earth.  

You have made heaven and earth.  II Kings 9:15 

I also see evidence throughout the Scriptures that man is 
response-able  (Exodus 19:5, Joshua 24:15, John 3:18)  
In other words, as part of being “made in the image and 
likeness of God,”  by the sovereignty of God, we have 
been created with the capacity to make choices.   To say 
otherwise is not to uphold the sovereignty of God; but ra-
ther, to detract from it as if He is not big enough to carry out 
His plans and allow His creation to exercise volition. 

Apparently, God is very comfortable with allowing His cre-
ation to make choices.  To be sure, the choices of man 
are bounded by the sovereignty of God!  We have volition, 
but not autonomy.  We can make choices, but not simulta-
neously establish the consequences for those choices!  
And most importantly, although God has left us to make a 
choice regarding the saving work of His Son, He and He  



Return to Exodus 
Friday June 10:  Read Ezekiel 33:1-22 (continued) 

Who Hardened Whose Heart? 
alone makes the rules by which we come to Him.  There is 
only one way, and that is through the person and work of 
Jesus Christ (John 14:6), and there is not the slightest toler-
ance associated with this sovereign decree! 

So what do we do about Exodus 4:21?  Is it possible that 
God reached in and “hardened” Pharaoh’s heart?  It cer-
tainly is, but not without a previous choice of unbelief—
something of which we have ample evidence.  I think that 
the more you study this, the more you are going to learn 
that unbelief is not passive, but active!  (Romans 1:18-f)   

Personally, I think that it is also very possible that God brought 
glory to Himself by pushing the buttons (hardening the heart) 
of a rebellious man who was going to consistently choose 
unbelief.  Let me explain what I am saying here.  In His 
omniscience, God thoroughly knew the heart of Pharaoh.  
Furthermore, it was His will that the Israelites be freed and 
Pharaoh was thwarting His will.  So, rather than viewing 
the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart as God somehow reach-
ing in and turning Pharaoh’s volition to the “no” setting, He 
simply sent Moses to this proud and arrogant man with a 
direct message: “Let my people go!”   

If you tell a child in the middle of a temper tantrum to do 
something, what does he say?  When you send a slave to 
a proud man who thinks he himself is god, with a message 
from the God to “Let My people go!,” what do you think he 
is going to say?   Does that make it God’s fault?  No, man 
is response-able, and in the face of Israelite history, and 
especially after all of the manifestations of who God was, 
Pharaoh could have “bent the knee.”  But he choose not 
to!  In other words—God set up the circumstances, but 
Pharaoh chose unbelief! 

 

 



Return to Exodus 
Monday, June 13:  Read Ezekiel 33:22-33  

One final set of thoughts on the often confusing topic of 
election.  Who are the elect, and how do they achieve that 
status?  Let me share some basic information: Look at Ro-
mans 8:28-29, and lets get the terms on paper in the order 
given:  

 ForeknewPredestinedCalledJustifiedGlorified 

Now here is what every reader of the Greek New Testa-
ment would have understood about the term election at 
the time the New Testatment was written. 

The term translated “election” is not specifically spiritual, 

but was part of everyday usage, and could be used in a 
variety of contexts.  Regardless of context, it always had 
three components:    

 First, there was a large body of people from which a se-
lection would be made.   

 Second, there was an individual that had authority over 
the large group.   

 Third, the authority established a set of criteria by which 
a much smaller group was set aside (the elect) from the 
larger group.  Furthermore, these elect were intended to 
be set aside for a special purpose and function. 

 



Return to Exodus 
Monday, June 13:  Read Ezekiel 33:22-33 (Continued) 

Without resorting to theological double-speak, can you 
match the above to readily revealed Biblical truth? It is 
pretty straight-forward isn’t it?  Who is the large group?  
The human race!  Who is the authority over that 
group?  God is!   

Now what is the criteria by which you are taken from the 
body of the human race at large, and become part of the 
elect?  Over and over again, the Scriptures declare that it 
is by faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ that we 
are saved!  God has, by sovereign decree, established the 
criteria for election, and it is based upon our response to 
the person and work of Christ! (John 3:18)  What then is 
the special purpose for which the elect have been set 
aside?  There are many, but one of the chief items that 
comes to mind is to be His “ambassadors” to a lost and 
dying world. (II Corinthians 5:20)  It is not ironic that many 
who believe in the Reformed Theology view of election do 
not think evangelism/missionary activity is of any value 
since God has already made the elect/reprobate decision! 
Yet that is actually one of the Scriptural roles of the elect! 

Can you go back to the sequence of Romans 8:29 men-
tioned above and make application?   

 God Foreknew  who was going to believe.   

 These He predestined   to be His children.   

 Those who respond in faith  are the called (elect)! 

 He declares righteous (justifies) by imputation those   
who believe. 

And the glorious future of those who believe is to have a 
body like that of Jesus Christ, and to spend eternity with Him. 
The plans of God are so far above that which comes from 
the mind of man, they stand in stark contrast! 

 



Return to Philippians 
Tuesday, June 14: Read Philippians 1 

We now leave Exodus and return to our study of the 
book of Philippians.  Again our detailed study will be 

supplemented by other readings in the New Testament. 

In Verse 5, we have the Greek word koinonia, typically 
translated fellow-
ship or partner-
ship.  This word 
carries the conno-
tation of close-
ness of relation-
ship and was a 
distinctive charac-
teristic of the early 
church.  We also 
have the word 
gospel, which literally means “good news.”  The context 
determines just how broadly to apply the term.   

Thus, Paul always has joy because of the Philippians’ fel-
lowship in the good news, as a part of their mutual minis-
try.  This brings to mind the question: Just how is it that we 
fellowship in the gospel?  I would like to propose the fol-
lowing as a partial listing: prayer, financial support, devel-
oping a missionary mindset, pursuing spiritual growth, 
sharing the Gospel, and suffering for ministry’s sake.   

Now after running down this list, we can ask the question, 
“How are we doing?”  We can ask this question individual-
ly.  However, every fellowship should also ask it corpo-
rately.  As we do, I think we will find it is the last two items, 
that I have underlined, that are going to cause us to 
acknowledge we really haven’t measured up.  

 

  

 



Return to Philippians 
Tuesday, June 14: Read Philippians 1 (continued) 

Now since this is a lengthy list, perhaps it is okay for us to 
just pick and choose.  Or stated another way, is the list 
item sharing the gospel optional or compulsory?   

Page through these Scriptures: Matthew 28:19-f, John 
15:27, Acts 1:8, and I Peter 3:15.  The words “must testify” 
in John 15:27 eliminate the concept of an optional activity, 
don’t they?   

Now there are a variety of reasons why we find it so diffi-
cult to share our faith with those around us.  I would like to 
concentrate on just one for a few moments.  Often, we find 
our community to be non-receptive to the Gospel mes-
sage.  The people with whom we rub elbows likely have 
material prosperity, are set in their ways, or are occupied 
with a variety of other concerns.  At some point, we get 
excited about the truths of Christianity, God’s answer to 
the needs of mankind becomes so clear to us that we ven-
ture to reach out to the lost around us.   

When we are rebuffed, it is easy to start characterizing 
those around us as hard hearted or worse.  As a result, 
we retreat from the mandate to share the Gospel and in-
stead focus on enjoying the fellowship of like-minded be-
lievers.  Although this is very understandable, doesn’t this 
constitute drawing back from truly fellowshipping in the 
Gospel?   

Can you picture Steven deciding the Sanhedrin was just 
infertile ground and withdrawing to fellowship within the 
cozy confines of the growing church?  To do so would be 
to forsake the fellowship of the Gospel, which is to forsake 
one great aspect of blessing in the Christian Life! 

 

 



Return to Philippians 
Wednesday, June 15: Read Colossians 1 

(Note Philippians 1:5) 
I would like to continue our discussion of what it means to 
fellowship in the Gospel, especially as it relates to the ex-
pectation of some aspect of personal suffering.  I have two 
points I would like you to consider: one doctrinal and one 
anecdotal.   

If I were to ask you what was missing with respect to 
Christ’s suffering on the cross, you would be right to quick-
ly and firmly respond, “Nothing!”  Perhaps then you can 
explain Colossians 1:24 to me. It is truly a challenge. 

  Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up 
in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s 

afflictions, for the sake of His body, which is the church.   

Study the context, meditate upon the passage, and still 
you will be left with a difficult interpretation.  Let me pro-
pose one possible explanation.  The only thing that is 
missing from the suffering of Christ is the suffering associ-
ated with the countless thou-
sands who will follow his ex-
ample through the ages.  
Our Lord has left us as His 
ambassadors.  As we carry 
forth His message, we are 
likely to be on the receiving 
end of the same type of re-
jection as Jesus suffered (John 15:18, 16:1-4).   

 

 

 



Return to Philippians 
Wednesday, June 15: Read Colossians 1  

(Note Philippians 1:5) (Continued)  
It is in this way that we complete what is lacking (remains 
to be accomplished) in regards to the sacrifice of our Lord 
and Savior, and to this we are called.   

And now let me close with an anecdote.  I heard this story 
recently from one of my favorite apologists, and it is the 
perfect illustration for the topic at hand.   

There was a young evangelist in what was once called 
Yugoslavia named Tarman.  During the course of his trav-
els, he was attracted to an old and bitter man named Ya-
kov.  When Tarman attempted to share the good news of 
Jesus Christ with Yakov, he was rudely interrupted and 
told, “I have seen enough religious evil to last a lifetime.”  

Tarman wisely responded, “If someone stole your clothes 
and committed a crime, would you be guilty?”   Yakov 
muttered and walked away.  Whenever he was in the ar-
ea, Tarman continued to check on the old man, bring him 
food, and help with chores.   After a period of more than a 
year, Yakov finally said, “You wear His clothes well.  Tell 
me about your God.”   

As a point of application, I would say that until we have 
“worn the clothes” of our Lord’s example before those to 
whom we have the opportunity to minister, sometimes for 
years, we have not yet entered into what it means to 
“fellowship in the Gospel.” 



Return to Philippians 
Thursday, June 16: Read Colossians 2 

(Highlight Philippians 1:6) 
Reading Philippians 1:6 suggests a number of questions: 

 What is the good work?   

 What was begun and what is being completed?  

 Who is the one completing the work?   

 What is the significance for us?   

We need to begin by taking a closer look at the Greek 
grammar associated with this verse:   

. . .being confident of this, that He who began a good 
work in you will carry it on to completion until the day 

of Christ Jesus.  Philippians 1:6  

First, the word translated “being confident” means to be 
convinced or persuaded of something.  Furthermore, the 
fact that it is a perfect tense verb refers to an action that is 
completed with ongoing results.  Paul is not only con-
vinced, but it is a settled matter in his mind.   

Next, we have another verb translated began.  It means to 
begin something, and is in the aorist tense which refers to 
a point of time.  It is followed by another verb translated, 
carry on to completion.  This verb means to finish some-
thing, and carries the idea of bringing something to perfec-
tion.  It is in the future tense and refers to a future time in 
the lives of Paul’s audience. So why all the grammar stuff?  
This verse points to a number of extremely important Bibli-
cal principles, and so we need to have as full an under-
standing as possible.   



Return to Philippians 
Thursday, June 16: Read Colossians 2 (continued) 

(Highlight Philippians 1:6) 
Putting these ideas together, we have something like this: 

  . . .it is a settled matter in my thinking, that He (God) 
who began a good work in you (at the point of your sal-
vation) is continually at work to bring it to a yet future 

fruition (when you are conformed to the image of 
Christ) upon the day of Christ Jesus. 

Now let’s con-
clude with 
some applica-
tion.  Paul is 
not emphasiz-
ing the Philip-
pians’ past or 
future; rather, 
he is reminding 
them that God 
is continually 
at work in their 
lives.  

By extension, 
God has a plan 
for each of us, 
and between 
the bookends of our salvation and eternity, He has our de-
velopment in mind.   

This brings us to something called experiential sanctifica-
tion, which we will study for the next several days 



Return to Philippians 
Friday, June 17: Read Hebrews 10 

(Highlight Verse 14) 
By focusing on the time between the point at which we ex-
ercised faith in Christ and our yet future eternal home, Paul 
is trying to teach us several very important lessons about 
the Christian Way of Life (CWL).  The first is an understand-
ing of sanctification.  We can break God’s plan of salvation 
into the three phases or tenses shown in the diagram.  Spe-
cifically, God began a good work at the point of our entry 

into the 
family of 
God.  This 
occurred 
at the time 
we placed 
our faith in 
the person 

and work of Jesus Christ.  God will finish what He has 
started as we spend eternity with Him in a resurrection 
body like His.   

However, the focus of this passage is on the Christian Life 
in time, that is the days the Lord has appointed for us to 
represent Him on this earth.  We can also look at this from 
the standpoint of tenses: we believed in the past, will have 
a resurrection body in the future, and are currently living in 
the present.  Sanctification, as it relates to the Christian Life, 
has both a positional and experiential component.  For ex-
ample, when Paul calls the believers in Corinth “saints” in  
I Corinthians 1:2,30, he is referring to their position—the 
fact that they have been set apart, in Christ, for God’s pur-
poses.  The Corinthians certainly were not yet set apart in 
their experience, as they were guilty of all kinds of sinful be-
havior.  On the other hand, Hebrews 10:14 shows us both 
aspects of our sanctification:   

...by one sacrifice He has made perfect forever,  
those who are being made holy. 



Return to Philippians 
Friday, June 17: Read Hebrews 10 (continued) 

(Highlight Verse 14) 
“Made perfect” refers to our position, while “being made 
holy” is a reference to experience.  So that leads us to two 
important points about experiential sanctification:  

 The goal of experiential sanctification is always the 
same  to be holy as God is holy (I Peter 1:15).  In oth-
er words, God’s intent is unmistakably that our experi-
ence steadily move in the direction of conforming us to 
our position in Christ!   

 Positional truth is meant to act as an anchor, something to 
which we can always return.  We are irreversibly related to 
our Lord and Savior, and even on days of discouragement 
and failure, we must learn to always rest in this truth.   

However, as mentioned above, the way we live out our 
position does matter.  God intends, and is always working 
toward, a life experience that matches who we are in 
Christ.  Let’s make sure we are clear on the specific tar-
get, or better yet role model, for our sanctification.  It is 
none other than the person of Jesus Christ.   

For those God foreknew, He also predestined to be  
conformed to the likeness of His Son, that He might be 

the firstborn among many brothers.  Romans 8:29  

This is the “good work” described in our passage—that 
God is at work conforming us to the image of His Son!  
Now here is the key question for our continued study of 
Philippians 1:6:  “Who is the one performing and complet-
ing the work?”  The context calls for only one possible an-
swer: God is!  This passage is meant to be both a deter-
rent from occupation with self, and an encouragement re-
garding God’s work on our behalf. As was true of phase 
one of our salvation (entry into the plan of God), God is 
both the architect and enabler of the Christian Life.  



Return to Philippians 
Monday, June 20: Read Romans 7 

We have been discussing the concept of experiential 
sanctification as it relates to the Christian Way of Life 
(CWL), that is the process by which God conforms us to 
the image of His Son.  To continue, our conformity to the 
likeness of Christ in our everyday experience is the work 
of God.  In fact, it is by His grace!  It is grace because we 
have a need (to live a holy life), and God abundantly pro-
vides the means to meet that need.   

It is important to realize this is how the plan of God works, 
so that we avoid the error of thinking that the CWL is our 
responsibility or that we somehow have to shape our-
selves up by our own efforts.  This amounts to trying to 
rehabilitate self and is destined to the frustration described 
in the seventh chapter of the book of Romans.  We simply 
do not have the power to achieve personal holiness.   I am 
not saying that we do not have a role in the process, nor 
am I saying it is automatic.  What I am saying is that we 
do not have the resources within ourselves to make our-
selves holy or like Christ.   

So the point of truth is that God, providing the means by 
which we can become holy, is simply another facet of His 
grace.  I say this because the grace of 
God can be likened to a beautiful diamond.  
It is not just that God has met our need of 
salvation, but that His plan accounts for 
every need we will ever have.  Just as 
when you turn a diamond in the light, you 
will get a flash of brilliance every time an-
other facet reflects the light.  So too, every time we  turn to 
the Lord in need, another aspect of His grace will abun-
dantly meet that need.  This verse is telling us that the 
provision for us to experientially become like Him is part of 
His provision for us.  Thanks be to God for His marvelous 
and continual provision to meet our every need. 



Return to Philippians 
Tuesday, June 21: Read Colossians 3 

(Note Verses 1-4) 
I am really enamored with the truth, highlighted by Philip-
pians 1:6, that God is at work in our lives and committed 
to the process of conforming us to the image of His Son!   
I think you should be too!  Philippians 1:6 is meant to be 
both a deterrent from preoccupation with self and an en-
couragement regarding God’s work on our behalf.  Some-
times we get so wrapped up in trying to effect change in 
our lives that we forget it is not within our capabilities.  It is 
especially easy for failure to lead to obsessive preoccupa-
tion with self.  Instead of being God-centered, we become 
self-centered, consumed by the desire to rehabilitate self.  
Galatians 2:20 and Colossians 3:1-4 paint an entirely dif-
ferent picture of the Christian Way of Life. 

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live; 
nevertheless, Christ lives in me.  The life I live in the 

body I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and 
gave Himself for me.  

So God’s provision includes our co-crucifixion with Christ 
(Romans 6:6) to break the power of the sin nature and to 
provide us with the new life in Christ. It is good to know 
that it doesn’t all depend upon us.  It is encouraging to 
know that the Sovereign Lord of the universe is at work 
and has provided everything we need for life and godli-
ness (1 Peter 1:3-4). Consider these comments by William 
Law regarding the intent of God to be at work in our lives:   

A root set in the finest soil, in the best climate, and 
blessed with all that sun and air and rain can do for it, is 
not so sure of its growth to perfection, as every man may 
be whose spirit aspires after all that which God is ready 

and infinitely desirous to give him.  For sun meets not the 
spring bud that stretches toward it with half that certainty 
as God, the Source of all good, communicates Himself to 

that soul that longs to partake of Him.   



Return to Philippians 
Wednesday, June 22: Read Colossians 4 

One final day on the topic of sanctification. Rightly dividing 
the Word of God with respect to sanctification, both posi-
tional and experiential, will help us avoid all kinds of doctri-
nal error.  In today’s meditation, we will consider just a few 
of those errors.  On the one hand, teaching that emphasiz-
es God’s grace, like our studies of the past few days, is 
sometimes used as an excuse to live a sloppy Christian 
life.  I am using the term sloppy as descriptive of a certain 
nonchalance with respect to sin—almost as if grace were 
a license to sin!   

Of course, this is the farthest thing from the truth.  Alt-
hough God’s grace does provide a means by which the 
believer can recover from failure, our study of the topic of 
sanctification makes it very clear what the target is for the 
Christian.  He must strive for conformity to the image of 
Jesus Christ (Romans 8:29) and a holiness that is compa-
rable to God’s holiness (1 Peter 1:15).  Both are impossi-
bly high standards, which is why the Christian way of life 
must be by means of grace.  We could never accomplish it 
on our own and must be convinced to stop trying to do so 
because it is only achievable via the provision of God.   

Then there are those who point to failure, especially big 
failures, as cause for God revoking salvation.  Although 
eternal security is not directly the topic under study, posi-
tional sanctification does apply.  Entry into the family of 
God through faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ 
establishes a family relationship.  No matter what the fail-
ure—family ties can never be severed!  What’s more, the 
intimacy of our relationship with Christ: made alive with 
Him; raised up with Him; and seated with Him in the heav-
enlies—all testify to the permanency of our relationship 
with God.  Sin on our part cannot sever what we did no 
work to accomplish.   



Return to Philippians 
Wednesday, June 22: Read Colossians 4 (Continued) 

Under a system in which you can lose your salvation, is 
not that salvation ultimately based upon what we do—
upon works?  If so, then it is not by grace.   

Finally, there are also those who would use perseverance 
in the Christian Life as the test of salvation.  In other 
words, failure to steadily progress in experiential sanctifi-
cation proves that a person was never saved at all.  One 
theologian has described this as “back-loading” the Gos-
pel, and is really just another way of making works a crite-
rion for salvation.  Of course those who promote this view 
claim that I am simply using grace as an excuse for sin.  
On the contrary, we have been very clear: our position is 
in Christ; and God’s intent is that our experience match 
our position in our perfectly holy Savior.  What’s more, as 
we shall see in the verses ahead, God has provided eve-
rything necessary—that’s grace again—for us to progres-
sively become conformed to the image of His Son.  Should 
we fail, by succumbing to temptation and the lusts of the 
flesh, our secure position remains as an anchor point from 
which we can recover—through confession of sin—and con-
tinue once again the process of experiential sanctification.    

By way of application, let’s apply our understanding to the 
life of David.  His affair with Bathsheba and subsequent 
murder of Uriah require an analysis of a number of possi-
ble outcomes: 1) David lost his salvation as the result of 
his sin;  2) It demonstrated David was never saved; or 3) 
David’s willful sin led to terrible discipline from the Lord, 
but as a saved individual, he was able to confess his sin 
and return to fellowship with the Lord and the process of 
sanctification.  Only one of these options fits the clear Bib-
lical account.  The same is true of the lives we lead.  Avoid 
discipline and work with the Lord toward conformity to our 
great Lord and Savior.  



Return to Philippians 
Thursday, June 23: Read Galatians 1 

(Note Philippians 1:9) 
Philippians 1:9 says:   

And this I pray, that your love may abound still more 
and more in knowledge and all discernment. . . 

Make sure to connect this to the context.  Paul is praying 
about the quality of the love of the Philippian Church in the 
context of both their spiritual growth and evangelistic out-
reach.  What specific qualities is he looking for?  The word 
translated knowledge refers to a full knowledge.  It is a 
love that covers all aspects, such as gentleness, compas-
sion, tough love. The word translated discernment is rare 
and only used once in the New Testament.  It carries the 
idea of tactical flexibility.  In the context, it describes a love 
that has the ability to adapt and make application within a 
dynamic environment and changing circumstances.   

Now let’s make some application: If this is Paul’s prayer, 
shouldn’t it be ours too?  Let’s develop the idea by think-
ing about the home.  Should not our prayer be to show the 
love of Christ to family members based upon full 
knowledge, looking at all the issues involved, the big pic-
ture; and with the flexibility to focus upon and meet the de-
mands of changing family dynamics?  Sometimes we 
need to encourage, other times provide comfort, and at 
other times require accountability. Now lets make applica-
tion in the setting of both our local fellowship and the geo-
graphic area in which it is planted.  Should we not pray for 
a love that understands the role of the church and the vari-
ous situations of our lost neighbors, while at the same 
time “always being ready to give a defense for the hope 
that is within us?”  Remember, it is God at work within us, 
He will show us the way.  He will show us the issues, the 
times to speak boldly, and when to just listen and comfort.   



Return to Philippians 
Friday, June 24: Read Galatians 2 

(Note Philippians 1:10) 
...that you may approve the things that are excellent, 

that you may be sincere and without offense  
till the day of Christ.  Philippians 1:10 

There are a number of interesting words in this verse, all 
related to the concept of our future evaluation by the Lord.  
The word translated approve, means to test for value for 
the purpose of affirming that which is superior.  Sincere 
literally means to be “pure when held to the light” and would 
be applied when checking a potter’s work for flaws by hold-
ing it up to the sunlight before making a purchase.  Without 
offense carries the idea of being without spot or blemish.  
Paul ha framed a series of comments in the context of 
evangelism: the reality of God’s efforts to promote experien-
tial sanctification in the life of the believer, the desire for 
love to be applied via evangelism, and now an emphasis on 
making wise choices leading to a certain quality of life.   

We are all going to appear before the Judgment Seat of 
Christ to give an account for our lives (II Corinthians 5:10). 
With that in mind, Paul wants us to make wise decisions 
leading to lives that will stand the scrutiny of God when 
brought into the light of His presence so that we are with-
out spot or blemish.  There is much application that can be 
made from this passage!  For we all face myriad choices 
in life.  This verse is a tremendous encouragement to test 
the value associated with our choices.   

Let me give you one very practical example.  When you 
flip the channel on your television, are you testing the pro-
gramming that comes your way for value?  Do you affirm 
that which is superior and reject that which is not—even if 
it means walking away from the television?  Of course we 
should be doing such testing in every aspect of the way 
we make use of our time, resources, and energies. 



Return to Philippians 
Monday, June 27: Read Galatians 3 

(Again note Philippians 1:10) 
In Friday’s discussion of Philippians 1:10, we did not dis-
cuss the “day of Christ.”  
Let’s develop it today:   

 Reference.  The “day 
of Christ” is a refer-
ence to the future 
evaluation of every 
believer (Romans 
14:12, II Corinthians 
5:10).  Making use of 
the terminology in 
these verses, this fu-
ture evaluation is of-
ten referred to as the 
Judgment Seat of 
Christ. 

 Timing.  The time of this judgment is most likely af-
ter the rapture of the Church and before the Second 
Coming of Christ. The purpose of this judgment is relat-
ed to rewards.  We know from Revelation 19:8 that be-
lievers have received a garment commensurate with re-
wards by the time of the Wedding Feast of the Lamb, 
just before Christ’s return, and thus the assumption that 
the Judgment Seat of Christ occurs right after the rap-
ture.  

 Import.  What’s at stake for the believer at the Judg-
ment Seat of Christ?  It is not condemnation for sin, for 
there is now no condemnation for the child of God 
(Romans 8:1).  Instead, as I Corinthians 3:11-f makes 
clear, the stake for the believer is the issue of eternal re-
wards.  These rewards are dependent upon the type of 
life that the believer built upon the foundation of Jesus 
Christ’s saving work.    



Return to Philippians 
Monday, June 27: Read Galatians 3 (Continued) 

(Again note Philippians 1:10) 
Stated another way, by com-
bining the truths in 1Corinthi-
ans 3:14-15 and Matthew 
25:21, some believers are 
going to hear “Well done my 
good and faithful servant,” 
and some are not!  Although 
we are not going to go any 
deeper into this concept at 
the moment, the Biblical 
truths associated with re-
wards are very important.  
Scripture helps us to rightly 
understand the tension that 
exists between the ease with 
which a person can enter 
the family of God, and the 
demands of the Christian 
Way of Life.  

For some make a fruitful life the test of salvation.  Yet the 
concepts of I Corinthians 3:15, the many warning passag-
es throughout Scripture, and the truth of eternal security 
all combine to make this approach untenable as salvation 
by works.  Ephesians 4:17 is just one example of the 
many warning passages found throughout the Scriptures.  

This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you 
should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, 

in the futility of their mind ...  

Continued on the next page. 

 



Return to Philippians 
Monday, June 27: Read Galatians 3 (Continued) 

(Again note Philippians 1:10) 
These passages are clearly directed toward believers and 
warn them not to do something.  In fact in the Ephesians 
4:17 passage, the grammar is indicating this is something 
believers are doing and they need to stop!  These warning 
passages have no real meaning unless the threat of failing 
to live an upright life is real!  On the other hand, a justifica-
tion without works is a negative testimony (James 2), a 
squandering of what God has done and provided, and will 
lead to consequences at the Judgment Seat of Christ.                                             

 

 



Return to Philippians 
Monday, June 27: Read Galatians 3 (Continued) 

(Again note Philippians 1:10) 
The Biblical truth of rewards can help us to make sense 
out of this and tie the two together.  In short, we have a 
secure salvation, but how we live matters and will have 
consequences both in time (with respect to our relation-
ship with God) and at the Judgment Seat of Christ.   

I would like to conclude with what you might find to be a 
surprising comment.  The concept of Biblical rewards, 
rightly understood, will lead to the reinforcement of grace!  
Perhaps your immediate response is, “That’s not true, be-
cause I am working for rewards.”  If you don’t see grace in 
the concept of rewards, then it is because you think of re-
wards as getting what you deserve.  Luke 17:7-10 is a 
very interesting parable, which makes it clear that “what 
we deserve” for a life of obedience is—nothing.  

After all, God is the Sovereign of the universe, and we are 
his subjects.  Obedience is what we should do, nothing 
more, nothing less.  However, that is not the way God has 
set up his plan for his children.  Consider the following:  
God has given each of us spiritual gifts (Ephesians 4:7), 
He has planned deeds for us to do (Ephesians 2:10), and 
He then enables us with His Spirit (Romans 8:4).  He has 
decided to reward us for doing those things which he has 
planned, gifted, and enabled us to do (II Timothy 4:7-8)—
that’s grace!   

He makes all the provision and we receive the blessing.  
We are loved by a truly awesome God! 



Return to Philippians 
Tuesday, June 28: Read Galatians 4 

(Highlight Philippians 1:11) 
Philippians 1:11 is one of the key verses in the book be-
cause of the essential nature of the context. Let me re-
mind you one more time. Paul encourages the Philippians 
with what should be a settled matter in the minds of every 
Christian that God is at work in each life and each life should 
be lived so that, when held to the scrutiny of God’s holiness, 
it is without blemish or spot.  Verse 11 now brings us to the 
conclusion of this flow of ideas.  For the sake of clarity, I 
would like to break it down into three pieces beginning with: 

     . . .being filled with the fruit of righteousness. . .    
(God’s expectation)                  

Let’s begin 
with God’s 
expectation of 
being filled 
with the fruit 
of righteous-
ness.  The 
Greek word 
translated 
“being filled” 
is to complete 
that which is 
lacking or to 

fill a deficiency. The best interpretation of “fruit of right-
eousness” is to consider the “fruit” to be the result of a be-
lievers righteous standing in Christ.   

 



Return to Philippians 
Tuesday, June 28: Read Galatians 4 (Continued) 

(Highlight Philippians 1:11) 
This requires us to briefly review the Biblical concept of 
imputed righteousness. 

 Every believer, at the moment of faith in Christ, receives 
the imputation of God’s righteousness!  (Romans 3:21-f, 
II Corinthians 5:21)     

 The truth of imputed righteousness awakens us to the 
fact that God’s plan of salvation did not stop at the pay-
ment for sin, but continued on to justification.   

It continues to justification because to 
enter into the presence of a holy right-
eous God, and to spend forever with 
Him, requires two things, as pictured 
in the diagram.  First, the work of 
Christ on the cross to take care of the 
debit (sin) side of the ledger.  And, 
second, the imputation of Christ’s righteousness to pro-
vide what we need on the credit side of the ledger (+R).  
So the connection with Verse 11 is that God wants fruit in 
keeping with our standing in Christ.  Here is one way to 
think it through:  start with the fruit of the Spirit listed in 
Galatians 5:22, move to other listings of character such as 
those found in Colossians 3:12, and then on to acts of 
righteousness listed  in Revelation 19:8.   

Let me leave you with one final thought on this subject.  
There is a difference between the fruit associated with our 
imputed righteousness and the good deeds that can be 
done in the flesh. 

 
 



Return to Philippians 
Wednesday, June 29: Read Galatians 5  

We have seen that God has imputed His righteousness to 
us and it is a fundamental expectation of the Christian Life 
that we produce fruit compatible with that righteousness!  
Now I know exactly what every well meaning Christian will 
do as the truth of God’s expectation of fruitful service is 
understood.  They will try their best to be obedient.  But 
look again at our text in Philippians 1:11: 

     . . .being filled with the fruit of righteousness. . .    
(God’s expectation)                  

which are by Jesus Christ,  
(the grace means) 

to the glory and praise of God. 
(the ultimate result) 

At this point I need to be very clear, so let me do so by 
getting your attention.  Consider I Corinthians 3:12-13: 

Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold,  
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one’s work 
will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it 
will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s 

work, of what sort it is.  

There is no legitimate service, that is gold, silver and pre-
cious stones apart from that done through Jesus Christ.  
In grace, God has provided a means to live the Christian 
Way of Life and nothing else is acceptable to Him!  This 
no doubt seems strange to many.  But, as is typical, eve-
rything about the Christian Way of Life is unnatural to 
those who bring with them a human viewpoint.  It takes 
time and study to become familiar with, and accustomed, 
to seeing things from God’s perspective.   



Return to Philippians 
Wednesday, June 29: Read Galatians 5 

(continued) 

Let me try to make the plan of God clear by looking at 
three chapters in the book of Romans.  Romans Chapter 6 
unyieldingly states one aspect of the Christian Life.  We 
are not to continue in sin, even for the purpose of mani-
festing the grace of 
God.  In fact, it lays 
out the principle that 
we have “died to 
sin!” (Romans 6:2-3) 
The chapter contin-
ues by developing 
an amazing truth. 
Not only did Christ 
pay the penalty for 
our sin through his 
death on the cross  
(I Peter 2:24), but He 
identified us with His 
death so that the power of sin might be broken (Romans 
6:6).   

In other words, the cross of Christ is our cross!  At this 
point, we can say, “Hallelujah!” and go about being obedi-
ent to the requirements of God’s Word.  As we do, we will 
come face to face with the problem so eloquently de-
scribed in Romans Chapter 7. 

For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. . . 
I know that nothing good lives in me,  

that is, in my sinful nature.   
For I have the desire to do what is good,  

but I cannot carry it out.   

 

 



Return to Philippians 
Wednesday, June 29: Read Galatians 5 

(continued) 

You see, the cross broke the power of our sinful nature, 
but it didn’t eradicate it.  Therefore, if we treat the Chris-
tian Life like a program to change self, then we are, in es-
sence, trying to rehabilitate the sin nature.  Not only is it 
impossible to rehabilitate but improving self has already 
been rejected by God as a means acceptable to Him.  
That is why the cross was necessary.   

There is no other way than to set aside self and turn to the 
provision of God.  What is the provision of God?  It jumps 
right out at us as we continue our progression through the 
book of Romans.  Chapter 8:1-4 tells us that: 

 ...the righteous requirements of the law might be fully 
met in us, who do not live according to the  
sinful nature, but according to the Spirit.   

So, in summary, God’s provision to live the Christian Way 
of Life begins with breaking the power of the sin nature, 
through our identification with the death and burial of Je-
sus Christ.  The ministry of the Spirit is not to rehabilitate 
self, but to hold it in the place of crucifixion.  What’s more, 
we have also been identified with the resurrection of 
Christ.  In fact we are to consider ourselves alive unto 
God, as new creatures, in Christ (Romans 6:11).  Further-
more, the role of the Holy Spirit is to minister to this new 
life that we might produce fruit compatible with our imput-
ed righteousness  And this brings us right back to Philippi-
ans 1:11—being filled with the fruit of righteousness which 
are by Jesus Christ. 



Return to Philippians 
Thursday, June 30: Read Galatians 6  

What we have been investigating is both important 
enough and comprehensive enough that we should try to 
draw it all together.  Consider the following illustration and 
explanation.  Christ’s work on the cross sets us free from 
the penalty of sin, while our identification with his death 
and burial is the means God has provided to free us from 
the power of sin.  What remains is for the Spirit to manifest 
the new life through us, which will lead to the manifesta-
tion of the fruit of imputed righteousness in our live 
through Jesus Christ.  This is what Philippians 1:11 is all 
about.    

     . . .being filled with the fruit of righteousness. which 
are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

What that means is that the many passages we typically 
interpret as a work-list for the believer are instead meant 
to be descriptive of the new life and what God intends to 
do.  Consider, for example, Colossians 3:12.   

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 

gentleness and patience. . .   

If our hearts are sensitive, it is easy to respond by trying 
our best to become more compassionate, kinder, humbler, 
and so on.  It is always a mistake for the Christian to at-
tempt to force himself to become better.  This is just an-
other attempt to change self, and self (the old nature) is 
incurably corrupt.   

Continued on the next page. 
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The passage itself contains a clue as to how we are to ac-
complish these things, and the context connects with what 
we have discussed in Romans 6-8.  Notice, the passage 
says to “clothe” ourselves with these things.  The word 
“clothe” is used as a synonym for the new life.  In other 
words, look to the New Life in Christ for the manifestation 
of these qualities.    

The context In Colossians 3 makes this clearer still:  

 Verses 3-4 remind us that Christ is our life 

 For you died, and your life is hidden  
with Christ in God. When Christ  

who is our life appears, then you also  
will appear with Him in glory.  

 Verse 5 reminds us to put to death the acts of the sinful 
nature, that is consider ourselves dead to sin (Romans 
6:11): 

Therefore put to death your members  
which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, 

 passion, evil desire, and covetousness,  
which is idolatry.  

 Verses 9-10 describe the truths of Romans 6 using an 
analogy related to clothing, that is to “put off” the old na-
ture and “put on” the new life.   

 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old 
man with his deeds, and have put on the new man who 

is renewed in knowledge according to the image  
of Him who created him.  

So then, our passage in Colossians 3:12, naturally flows 
as the outworking of the new life.   
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When you come to any of the Scriptural lists of character 
or behavior qualities, those lists that sound so good but 
are so difficult to permanently weave into your life, here is 
how I suggest that you treat them:   

1. Consider these qualities like a musical score that de-
scribes what the 
new life is like.  Our 
first job as believ-
ers is to become as 
familiar as possible 
with the music of 
the new life.     

2. As we become 
thoroughly familiar 
with the tune, we 
can shift to trusting 
in the truth of Phi-
lippians 1:6 and the 
enabling ministry of 
the Holy Spirit 
(Romans 8:4).  
Continuing the 
analogy, as we are led we can begin to hum along, 
that is to naturally work the fruits of character into our 
lives.   

3. As we grow in our ability to trust in the finished work of 
the cross, nullifying the old man and become increas-
ingly dependent upon the Spirit working the qualities of 
the Christ-life within, we will ever-more manifest the 
fruit of righteousness becoming conformed to the like-
ness of our Savior.   

God provides the means, we depend upon Him in faith 
and receive the blessing.  That is grace! 
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