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Foreword 
This month we continue reading in Exodus and Philippians, 
finish our readings in Galatians, 
and prepare for Easter.   

Have you reminded yourself lately 
of why you spend time in daily 
devotionals?  One reason can be 
found in the Scripture on the cov-
er—that God’s Word tucked away 
in our heart would have a pre-
serving effect!  By that I mean 
that it not only keeps us from sin 
because we know what it is, but 
also keeps us from sin because 
we are focused upon that which 
is pure, enduring, and from the mind of God.   

May God bless you in your readings this month.   

 

 

Keven Redig 

 

 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 



Return to Exodus 
Monday, March 1: Read Exodus 12 

Chapter 12 has two distinct parts.  The second half of the 
chapter documents the tragic events that occurred  
during the night of the first Passover and the way in which 
those events catalyzed the exodus of the Jewish people 
from Egypt.  But the first half contains detailed specifics  
regarding how the Jews were to keep both the first  
Passover and celebrate it in the future.   

Let me remind you that, although not all of the Bible has 
been written to us, it has most certainly all been preserved 
for us!  Over the course of the next several days, I will 
draw your attention to a number of important details that 
are preserved for us in the first portion of Chapter 12.   

The first thing to note is how the eternally existent God, 
goes to great lengths to make use of time when dealing 
with man.  Here are just a few of the examples:  

“This month is to be for you the first month of your 
year.”                 Exodus 12:2 

“. . .on the tenth day of this month. . .”      Exodus 12:3 

“. . .until the 14th day of the month. . .”     Exodus 12:6 

“. . .slaughter them at twilight. . .”        Exodus 12:6 

“This is a day you are to commemorate. . .”  
               Exodus 12:14 

“For seven days. . .”         Exodus 12:15  

Here is the simple point that I want you to consider: God 
knows that mankind lives inside of time and He wants us 
to value (redeem) the time He has given us.  He has given 
us time to be used for abiding in Him, to pray, to minister.  
But He has not given us time to be wasted.  

Continued on the next page. 

 



Return to Exodus 
Monday, March 1: Read Exodus 12 

(Continued) 

How do I know this?  Read the words of the Psalmist: 

Teach us to number our days aright, that we may 
gain a heart of wisdom.            Psalm 90:12   

Or, consider Paul’s admonition in the Book of Romans:  

And do this, understanding the present time.  The 
hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, 
because our salvation is nearer now than when we 
first believed.             Romans 13:11  

You and I need to be about the Lord’s business for the 
Scripture tells us that we:  

. . .were once darkness, but now you are light in the 
Lord. . .See then that you walk circumspectly, not as 
fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the 
days are evil.            Ephesians 5:8,15 



Return to Exodus 
Tuesday, March 2: Read Exodus 32 

In our last lesson, we saw God’s careful attention to detail 
regarding the celebration of the Passover.  In this lesson, I 
want you to consider the ramifications of Exodus 12:14:  

This is a day you are to commemorate; for the  
generations to come you shall celebrate it as a  
festival to the Lord—a lasting ordinance. 

This Scripture is making it clear that the Passover is to be 
celebrated from this time on.  It is a lasting command from 
God.  Perhaps you are thinking this is just another religious 
ritual, or wondering why God is making such a big deal out 
of it.  The answer—which is very pertinent to you and 
me—can be found in Exodus 32.   

In this chapter we have a description of Israel’s trans-
gressions regarding degeneration into idolatry and pagan 
practice.  This was serious sin punished by God. 

Continued on the next page. 



Return to Exodus 
Tuesday, March 2: Read Exodus 32 

(Continued) 

Three thousand died at the hands of the Levites, and 
countless numbers as the result of a plague sent by God.  
What in the world happened?  The short answer is the peo-
ple forgot the God who brought them out of Egypt.  In par-
ticular, they forgot His holiness and the length of His reach.   

Now you know why God laid down so many annual (or in 
some cases even more often) reminders of who He is and 
what He is like.  You see, what is not carefully remembered 
is easily forgotten!  Is this not equally true for you and me.  
To me, this emphasizes the importance of Scripture reading 
and in particular Scripture memorization.   

The following is a verse I memorized right after I was saved 
38 years ago.  At that time I was memorizing from my first 
Bible, a King James version given to me by the person who 
led me to the Lord.  This verse has stood the test of time, 
as does all of God’s Word! 

Thy Word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not 
sin against Thee.             Psalm 119:11 

 



Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, March 3: Read Exodus 33 

Let’s assume for a moment, that the lessons of the last two 
days were taken to heart.  That is, that we recognize the 
need to both redeem the time and regularly remember 
God’s historical redemption of His people from Egypt by 
means of the annual celebration of the Passover.   

If both of these lessons were consistently practiced, what 
would every Jewish boy or girl understand regarding the 
coming Messiah?  Why, they would understand that God 
would be:   

• One who is without spot or blemish (Exodus 12:5)  

• One who dies (Exodus 12:6) 

• One who shields a person from death (Exodus 12:13)  

• One who provides redemption (Exodus 12:17)  

Check the Scriptures and you will see that every one of 
these statements is part of the annual Passover remem-
brance.  So, in I Corinthians 5:7, Paul is making a very 
clear statement about the person and work of Jesus Christ.  
And, he is inviting a close comparison. 

For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. 

Consider the comparison: 

• Was Christ without spot or blemish, that is without sin?  
Yes, He was!  See Hebrews 4:15.  

• Did Christ die?  Yes He did!  See Romans 5:6.  

• Does He shield us from death?  Yes, He died in our 
place!  See I Peter 3:8.   

• And lastly, has He provided redemption?  Yes on all 
counts!  See Galatians 3:14.   

Continued on the next page. 



Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, March 3: Read Exodus 33 

(Continued) 

Do you see that God gave the Jews a thousand years of 
preparation for the coming of His Son?  Over and over,  
generation after generation, they went through a ritual of a 
sacrifice that pointed to the nature and work of the coming 
Messiah.  God is always teaching and revealing.  We often 
miss what He is doing because our hearts are dull and we 
are hard of hearing.   

This prompts me to pray on our behalf:  

Lord, grant us sensitivity to Your Spirit that we might 
grasp the truths You have preserved for us in Your 
Word.  In particular open our hearts to the truth You 
have provided about the Lamb who was slain for us!   
For it is in His name we pray. Amen!  



Return to Exodus 
Thursday, March 4: Read Psalm 105 

(Exodus 12-13) 

The Exodus/Plagues/Passover are such important events in 
the history of Israel as well as in God’s revealing to us what 
He is like.  This being the case, ponder one more aspect of 
the Passover.  Consider this question, “Was the celebration 
of the original Passover, in specific the placement of blood 
from the Passover lamb on the door posts, a work or an act 
of faith on the part of the Israelites?”   

Your initial response might be: “It’s a work because the Is-
raelites had to do something.”  
However, that is not much differ-
ent than someone today, the age 
of the Church, suggesting that to 
have faith in the person and work 
of Christ is a work because we 
have to believe.  

Let me suggest that the place-
ment of blood was more an act of 
faith than a work.  Here is my  
rationale: 

• The lamb’s blood, in and of itself, provided no direct  
benefit.  God didn’t need it to tell which home was that of 
an Israelite, and the lamb’s blood certainly couldn’t keep 
the destroying angel at bay.   

• What made the lamb’s blood efficacious was the fact that 
the Israelites responded to what God told them to do.  
They heeded God’s provision to preserve the Israelite 
firstborn from the judgment on all firstborns.   

Continued on the next page. 

 



Return to Exodus 
Thursday, March 4: Read Psalm 105 

(Exodus 12-13) (Continued) 

• Men would never have come up with this solution on 
their own.  Who would have thought lamb’s blood would 
have anything to do with preserving a firstborn child?  So 
to place the blood on the doorframe, one had to trust 
that what God said to do would accomplish something of 
great import.   

• Lastly, it goes without saying, the credit goes to God  
for protecting the Israelite firstborn, not to the act of  
spreading the blood.   

Now do you see the parallel with placing your faith in the 
person and work of Christ?  It is not a work.  It is an issue 
of responding in faith to what God has provided.  Our faith 
doesn’t do the work of salvation. Salvation is accomplished 
by God through Jesus Christ.   

Belief on our part is to trust that what God has done 
through Christ will take care of our sins, reconcile us to 
Him, and provide eternal life.  The credit is all His!  Faith is 
simply the response—the only response He will accept—to 
what He has done.   

For it is by grace we have been saved, through faith; 
and that not of ourselves it is the gift of God and not 
by works lest any man should boast.     Ephesians 2:8-9   

For without faith it is impossible to please God. . .  
               Hebrews 11:6  

Abraham believed God and it was credited to him  
as righteousness.             Genesis 15:6 



Lessons from Philippians 
Friday, March 5: Read Acts 15 

These devotionals in Philippians, that we began in January 
and continue here, are from a study I did in the past which 
is quite detailed.  As a result, you will find we will be work-
ing our way slowly through the text. To offset the slow 
pace, we will continue to read a chapter a day, primarily 
from Paul’s other epistles.  In this way we can take a de-
tailed look at Philippians, while continuing our overall expo-
sure to the text of Scripture.  The first thing we might want to 
know—who are the  Philippians?  The short answer is the people 
of Philippi.  As you can see on the map below, Philippi was 
located in the northern part of what we now call Greece.   

Continued on the next page. 

    



Lessons from Philippians 
Friday, March 5: Read Acts 15 (Continued) 

The existing town was annexed by Philip of Macedon 
(Alexander the Great’s Father) in 356 BC and named after 
himself.  Its location was strategic at the time because of 
its close proximity to a valuable gold mine, as well as its 
oversight of important trade routes. The city was conquered 
by Rome in 168 BC and the scene of an important battle 
between warring Roman factions in 42 BC.  As the result of 
Roman activity in this area, by the time of the writing of the 
New Testament, Philippi had become home to a large num-
ber of ex-Roman Legionnaires.  It was for this reason the 
town had been given a special Roman status, Ius Italicum, 
meaning it was governed by Roman Law.   

You might also be wondering how Paul came to be involved 
with the people of Philippi?  It started with what we call 
Paul’s Second Missionary Journey.  The route of this jour-
ney, spanning a number of years, can be seen below.   



Lessons from Philippians 
Friday March 5: Read Acts 15 (Continued) 

You will recognize a number of cities, which like Philippi, 
are best known as books of the Bible, that is Corinth,  
Thessalonica, and so on.  These are all cities where Paul 
preached the Gospel and started churches.  Then he even-
tually corresponded with the fledgling churches as part of 
his ministry to them.   

Here is where it begins to get interesting, because the  
introduction to Philippians takes on a spiritual dimension.  
When Paul left on his journey, he had intended to go to 
Asia.  However, the Spirit wouldn’t allow him to do so.  
Next, he made an effort to go to Bithynia, and again the 
Spirit checked his intentions.  Acts 16:9 makes it clear that 
God intended for Paul to continue his missionary efforts, 
beginning with the town of Philippi.   

Paul left immediately in response to his direction from the 
Lord and began his ministry in the continent of Europe for 
the first time.  The legacy he left us in the form of letters to 
these churches continue to this day as a rich source of divine 
truth for the believers in Jesus Christ.  

Here are two of points of application for you to ponder:   

1. God’s plans and man’s are not always the same.  Do we 
accept changes from the hand of God with the same  
eagerness to move forward as did the Apostle Paul?   

2. God had scheduled a divine appointment for Paul in  
Philippi, beginning with a woman named Lydia who is  
going to accept the Gospel.  Is there any reason why 
we shouldn’t see the people that God brings our way on 
a daily basis as divine appointments?  Both your neigh-
bor and your doctor need the same thing—to come in 
contact with the truth about the saving work of God 
through Jesus Christ! 

 

          



Lessons from Philippians 
Monday, March 8: Read Acts 16 

The background to the book of Philippians is important to 
us because of its extremely strong evangelistic message.  
Consider first the vision in Acts 16:9-10, which prompted 
Paul to change his plans and head to Philippi.  When God 
looks at mankind, He sees a field that is ready for harvest.  
That is, God sees people who are ready to hear the gospel 
and become children of God. (John 4:35)   

In other words, God sees the spiritual dimension associated 
with what our eyes see physically.  That prompts several 
questions.  Have you and I developed our spiritual sensitivi-
ty to the point that we begin to see the same things?  Do 
we understand that the Lord wants to use us to reveal Him-
self to neighbors, relatives, even those we encounter casu-
ally?  Do we see these people as lost and needy—begging 
you to “come over to Macedonia and help us?”  Oh, that 
the Lord would develop 
our spiritual sight! 

Second, the dialogue with 
the Philippian jailor in Acts 
16:29-34 reveals much 
about the thinking of the 
unbeliever.  It also rein-
forces key principles asso-
ciated with standing for 
the faith.  The jailor, on 
the brink of suicide, is des-
perate as he falls on his 
knees before Paul.  He  
typifies the completely 
desperate situation of every member of the human race 
who is without a saving relationship with Christ.  However 
the jailor, who is familiar with religion, frames his request 
for help in religious terms.   



Lessons from Philippians 
Monday, March 8: Read Acts 16 (Continued) 

The present tense verb of Verse 30 reveals that the jailor is 
really asking: 

. . .what works (of religion) must I keep on doing (in 
your religious system) in order to be saved?  

The jailor is just about to get his second shock for the 
evening—for Christianity is not a religion!  Paul uses the 
aorist tense in Verse 31, which simply refers to a moment 
of time.  Thus, the verb believe has nothing to do with reli-
gious works.  Religion is all about how man, by his efforts, 
can please god(s).  Christianity is all about what God has 
done, through His Son, to rescue man from his desperate 
situation and restore him to relationship with Himself. 

In Verse 33, Paul and Silas go on to explain the details of 
the Gospel to the jailor—Christ’s substitutionary payment 
for sin on the cross, the free gift of eternal life and relation-
ship with God, and so on.  The message of the Gospel is 
exclusive and divisive—think about it. 

For there is no other name under heaven given to 
men by which we must be saved.         Acts 4:12    

It is this that makes the Gospel, in particular, and Christian-
ity, in general, so politically incorrect today.  The world likes 
to think we are in the process of societal improvement—the 
Bible says the condition of lost mankind is desperate!  The 
world likes to think there are many ways to enlighten-
ment—the Bible says there is one way, a narrow way!  

“I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes 
to the Father except through Me.”       John 14:6 

Lord, let us hold fast to the truth of mankind’s desperate 
need, and the person and work of Jesus Christ as the sole 
answer.  Let us not be ashamed of the Gospel, for:  

. . .it is the power of God for the salvation of every-
one who believes.            Romans 1:16 



Lessons from Philippians 
Tuesday, March 9: Read Philippians 1 

(Highlight Verse 6) 

What a remarkable church has grown and developed in  
Philippi!  By the time Paul writes this letter, that church is 
somewhere between 10 and 14 years old, and yet there is 
barely a hint of any type of problem within the Church.  In 
contrast, although the Church at Corinth is roughly the 
same age, by this time it has warring factions and areas of 
overt sin, which include incest and drunken celebrations of 
communion.   

What is it that made the Church at Philippi so different?  I 
actually think the fellowship at  
Vistoso Community Church is remark-
ably similar to the one at Philippi.  We 
share a number of surface similari-
ties, such as a significant presence of 
retired military within the congrega-
tion.  In addition, I have observed a 
great deal of similarity in terms of 
heart attitude.  For you, too, manifest 
a servant’s heart.  I tell you this, not 
so that you will rest on your laurels, but so that you will be 
doubly ready to pay attention to the message of Philippi-
ans—for it is a message to those with a servant’s heart.   

Philippians challenges us to develop our servant’s heart  
further in following the example of Christ, and it warns of 
the threats that will so easily compromise our potential min-
istry.  In fact, we will discuss a few of those threats in the 
next several lessons.  In the weeks ahead, I hope the un-
folding of this letter, which could so easily have been written 
directly to our Church, will help stimulate us to further 
growth and development that we might glorify the Lord in 
the same way as did the Church at Philippi.  

   



Lessons from Philippians 
Wednesday, March 10: Read Ephesians 2  

The believer in Jesus Christ has a title—saint!  We have this 
title because each and every believer is set apart unto God 
for His special purposes.   

We can firm up this concept even further by looking at the 
believer’s unassailable position in Christ. Consider just one 
supporting passage:   

But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich 
in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we 
were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have 
been saved.  And God raised us up with Christ and 
seated us with Him in the heavenly realms in Christ 
Jesus. . .                Ephesians 2:4-6  

Note carefully the three things that are called out by my 
underlines in this passage and that are true of every  
believer. Every believer in Christ is the following:   

• Made alive 

• Raised up 

• Seated in the heavenly realms   

What’s more, in each case, we have these things as part of 
a standing that is ours in or with Christ.   

These aspects of the new life we have in Christ are often 
called positional truth.  They are called this because, 
through faith in Christ, we have been given a position, or 
standing, in our Lord and Savior.  It is this union with Christ 
which is the basis of our spiritual life and the new creation 
we are in Christ.  This union with Christ is so complete and 
far-reaching, that we are even told to see ourselves associ-
ated with Christ at the right hand of the Father.   

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Philippians 
Wednesday, March 10: Read  

Ephesians 2 (Continued) 

With this in mind, consider one natural application.  Have 
you ever noticed how mightily the world seems to struggle 
with the concept of self-esteem?  On the one hand, there 
are those who spend a lifetime struggling under a load of 
guilt and a low view of themselves.  Then there are those 
who constantly display the need to elevate themselves by 
pushing down those around them.  And we have all met  
individuals who have a grossly inflated view of self.  

As the truth of who 
and what we are in 
Christ dawns in our 
consciousness, we 
realize how far off 
the mark is the 
thinking of the 
world around us.  
For if you want to 
have the correct 
view of self, it is 
not about looking 
subjectively  
inward, but instead 
looking objectively outward toward Jesus Christ.   

We should have a high and exalted view of Him, and He is 
the One in whom we find ourselves!  Christ is the ultimately 
worthy one, and yet we find ourselves irrevocably  
connected to Him.  There really isn’t any room for a woe is 
me or guilt-laden attitude in the Christian Life, and our  
moment-by-moment position in Christ is the reason why.  



Lessons from Philippians 
Thursday, March 11: Read I Peter 1  

We are still working on the very first verse of Philippians 
where we have discovered that we are saints—those set 
apart unto God, by virtue of our union with our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Fortunately, we are drawing together what other 
parts of the Bible have to say on this topic—for example, 
consider these verses from I Peter:   

According to the standard of holiness of Him who 
called you, so be holy in all you do; for it is written, 
“You will be holy as I am holy.”   
          1 Peter 1:15-16 (my translation)   

Now perhaps you are thinking, “Wait a minute, you have 
switched from saint to holiness!”  Although they are quite 
different English words, the Greek word for each is  
basically the same.  It carries the connotation of being set 
apart unto special service.   

When God declares the believer in Christ to be a saint, He 
has also called him or her to be holy.  Now note that we 
are called to be holy, according to the standard of God’s  
holiness.  This is an impossible standard, and yet it is  
clearly declared to be God’s ultimate end for each of His 
children.  Furthermore, given the perfectly righteous nature 
of God and the fact He must condemn anything that falls 
short of His holy/righteous nature, just how is it that we 
are going to be able to stand before God?   

If I focus on my personal failings, it doesn’t take too long 
until I develop a certain sense of apprehension about my 
relationship with God—about how He views me and intends 
to interact with me.   

             Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Philippians 
Thursday, March 11: Read I Peter 1 

(Continued) 

Yet this is to forget my position in Christ.  Verse 2 of the 
first chapter of Philippians will put us back on solid footing 
and clarify God’s intent.   

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ.           Philippians 1:2 

There is nothing else like Christianity.  God has a very high 
calling for His followers, yet at the same time He has a pro-
vision for dealing with our shortcomings.   

Let me just close by expounding on grace and peace.  
Peace carries the concept of wholeness of relationship.  You 
see we were God’s enemies, objects of His wrath.  Yet, 
through the work of His Son, we can return to a wholeness 
of relationship with God that has always been His intent for 
mankind.  Grace is God providing to man what we desper-
ately needs, but does not deserve.  We often think it just 
applies to the concept of salvation; but, ultimately, it applies 
to every need we have throughout the Christian Life. 



Lessons from Philippians 
Friday, March 12: Read Luke 23 

(Note the thief crucified with Christ)  

What exactly does it mean to have grace extended to you 
from God the Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ? 
(Philippians 1:2)  To help reinforce the wonderful concept of 
grace, I would like to first develop an illustration and then 
make application.   

First, The Illustration 

Let’s investigate the believing thief who was crucified along 
with Jesus.  (You can find a description in Luke 23:39-f.)  I 
have a number of questions I would like you to consider 
regarding this individual:  

• What was his past?  He is presented to us as a  
criminal—in essence he doesn’t have a past other than 
his connection to crime.  

• What was his present?  He was being crucified—
suffering the ignominious death of a criminal. 

• What was his future?  He had none—his body  
destined to be thrown on a garbage heap and mauled by 
wild animals. 

• What did the thief deserve?  Punishment! 

• What did he realize about his ability to help  
himself?  There was nothing that he could do to address 
his situation.  He was in a predicament in which he was 
absolutely helpless. 

• What did he realize about the Lord Jesus Christ?  
He saw the Lord as able to act on his behalf.  Look  
at Luke 23:41-42.  You can see that he recognized Jesus 
as innocent, divine, and a king.  Verse 43 makes it clear 
the thief had exercised saving faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ.       

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Philippians 
Friday, March 12: Read Luke 23 

(Continued) 

Now, For the application 

In order to become a Christian, a member of God’s family, 
we must have arrived at the point where we see ourselves 
in the place of the thief.  For, as lost members of the  
human race, we are in exactly the same predicament.  For 
we also had a past of no account before God: “for in Adam 
all die.” (I Corinthians 15:22)  As for our present, “we were 
dead in our trespasses and sins.” (Ephesians 2:1)  The  
future holds nothing but eternal separation from God in a 
place of unending suffering.  

Here is where much of the human race becomes confused.  
What can mankind do about their awful predicament, with 
respect to relationship with God?  Why, they can find  
enlightenment, follow the pillars, do good works—the works 
of religion go on and on.  This is tantamount to telling the 
thief to address his needs by any of a hundred religious 
practices.  The problem is, he was tied to the cross—
completely helpless to do anything to help himself.   

Christianity is absolutely unique, and I believe the sole 
source of truth with respect to an answer regarding our 
hopeless estate.  On the one hand, we can do absolutely 
nothing to help ourselves.  On the other hand, God has 
done everything to rescue and save us through the work of 
His Son, Jesus Christ!  The work that God requires of us is 
to simply trust in what He has accomplished and provided. 
(John 6:29)  This is what grace looks like—God does all of 
the work and we receive the blessing through faith.  Here’s 
the really hard part for most of us—grace also applies to the 
Christian Way of Life, that is, our call to holiness.   

More on the application of grace in the Christian Life in the 
next lesson. 



Lessons from Philippians 
Monday, March 15: Read Philippians 3 

(Also note Philippians 1:3) 

Verse 2 of the first chapter of Philippians declares the 
amazing truth that God’s points of contact with His people 
are grace and peace.  To better understand the concept of 
grace, we have been investigating the illustration of the  
believing thief on the cross in Luke 23:39-f.  We have seen 
that the thief perfectly illustrates the lost spiritual condition 
of every member of the human race—a helpless and hope-
less condition in which the individual is powerless to save 
himself; and instead is saved by accepting, by faith, the 
work of Jesus Christ on his or her behalf.   

This is what we mean when we say 
God’s plan of salvation is a grace 
plan.  What about the believer in  
Jesus Christ?  Does the illustration of 
grace associated with the thief still 
apply?  It most certainly does!  The 
grace basis of the Christian Way of 
Life is a much harder lesson to learn 
than its association with our salvation.  
With respect to the Christian Way of 
Life, we tend to think as follows:  

• The resources we bring to the table 

• The abilities and skills we possess 

• The ability we have to do our share   

After all, Christ died for us, the least we can do is to try 
and do our part!  Listen, this might be a good way to pre-
sent yourself at a job interview, but it is not God’s plan for 
the Christian Way of Life.  For His plan is a grace-based 
plan from start to finish.   

             Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Philippians 
Monday, March 15: Read Philippians 3 

(Also note Philippians 1:3 ) (Continued) 

Consider the following grace-based response to each of the 
above examples of our thinking:   

• The resources we bring to the table.  We bring noth-
ing of consequence!  We are not inherently spiritual, we 
do not have the power to follow through on the things we 
decide to do, and we do not have the ability to reason our 
way to God’s will.  On the other hand, if we take a grace 
approach, we realize we are needy and look to the provi-
sion of God.  If we do, we will find He has given His chil-
dren a new life (Romans 6:4), the enablement and empow-
erment of the Holy Spirit (Zechariah 4:6), and guidance via 
the enduring Word of Truth (II Timothy 3:16-17).    

• The abilities and skills we possess.  Any skill or ability 
can be used for either spiritual or carnal purposes.  So 
first, we are to present our bodies to God as living  
sacrifices. (Romans 12:1-2)  Then as we abide in the vine 
that is Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit will produce fruit 
through us. (John 15:4-9, Galatians 5:23-f)  Fruit is a natural 
result of abiding in the vine and of occupation with Christ 
so that the new life can work in and through us.    

• The ability to do our share.  The Christian Way of Life is 
not a division of labor.  It is about us, as needy servants, 
coming to our gracious Lord. (II Corinthians 12:9-f).  Our 
God can then do great things through us. (Philippians 4:13)   

The Scriptures listed above show us that when we are weak 
and powerless, God has us right where He wants us—where 
we are forced to turn from our own skills and abilities and 
depend upon Him.  When we do so, His power will be mani-
fest in the midst of, and in spite of, our weaknesses.  This is 
what grace is all about.  This is what gives testimony to the 
greatness and love of God and thereby brings glory to Him. 



Lessons from Philippians 
Tuesday, March 16: Read Philippians 4 

(Highlight Verse 13)  

In our last few lessons, we have been investigating the 
grace of God as it relates to both our salvation and the 
Christian Way of Life.  If it truly is a grace plan, then the 
Christian Way of Life is not about what we bring by way of 
talents, effort, and so on.  Rather, it is about what God 
provides for the believer.  What we bring to the table pales 
to insignificance in comparison to the provision of God— a 
new life, the enablement of the Spirit, and the enduring 
Word of God.   

By this point, you are no doubt ready to ask, “What then 
do we do?  What are our obligations?”  These, of course, 
are important questions.  

The Jews asked our Lord this very same question in the 
sixth chapter of the Book of John, and Jesus answered: 

“The work of God is this: to believe in the One He has 
sent.”             John 6:29 

When Jesus tells them to believe (exercise faith), He is not 
telling them to do a work.  Rather, He provides what must 
have been a shocking answer to their question.  In  
essence, He is telling them the work that God requires is 
not a work at all.  Instead, it is to trust and it must begin 
by trusting in the Savior!   

Let me give you a simple model of God’s plan for the Chris-
tian Way of Life that focuses not on works but on a faith-
response to God.  First, we are directed in II Peter 3:18 to 
grow in grace and knowledge.  We grow in knowledge 
through the study of God’s Word.  To do so we must sit  
under teaching, and study and meditate upon the Word. 

             Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Philippians 
Tuesday, March 16: Read Philippians 4 

Highlight Verse 13 (Continued) 

Perhaps you are thinking, “Finally, here is something that I 
have to do!”  It is true, you will be doing, but let me show 
you how this remains in the realm of grace, and at its core 
is a faith response on our part.   

We have been taught the Word is God-breathed as well as 
alive and powerful.  We have been taught the Word is the 
very mind of Christ and will never pass away.  Are we going 
to trust this to be so, and as a result choose to hide the 
Word in our heart that we might not sin against thee? 
(Psalm 119:11)  Most importantly of all, we have been given 
a teacher to “lead us into all truth” that is the truths of the 
Word of God.  Can’t this best be described as God provides 
(His Word and His Spirit) and we respond?  That would 
make the growth of the believer a grace provision of God.   

So what’s up with the Nike athletic shoe?  It is pointing to a 
key concept in I John 5:4, a very important  
verse in terms of establishing the role  
of the believer in the plan of God.  The 
previous verses we studied lay 
out the requirement for us to  
obey the commands of God as 
well as that the Child of God has overcome the world.  
Sounds like a pretty tall order.  However, I John 5:4 makes 
clear the means by which we accomplish what God requires. 

This is the victory that has overcome the world, even 
our faith.   

The Greek word for victory is nike.  Finally, the requirement 
for the believer is to depend upon God, for Jesus Christ is 
the victor and He has already won the victory.  Ours is to 
depend upon Him—through thick and thin.   



Lessons from Philippians 
Tuesday, March 16: Read Philippians 4 

Highlight Verse 13 (Continued) 

And lest you think the emphasis is on the strength of our 
faith, let me give you an Old Testament illustration.  Shortly 
after the Israelites left Egypt, they came under attack by 
the Amalekites. (Exodus 17)  While Joshua led a group in 
counterattack, Moses overlooked the battle holding his 
arms and staff toward heaven.  This is analogous to us 
coming in contact with the promises in God’s Word and 
trusting in them.   

However, as the battle 
wore on, Moses arms grew 
fatigued and started to 
drop.  As they did so, the 
Israelites began to lose the 
battle.  So Aaron and Hur 
came alongside Moses and 
held his arms high and 
steady.   

As they did so, the  
Israelites began again to 
become victorious.  This is 
to teach us that although 
we may start off well in 
terms of trusting the prom-
ises of God, the circum-
stances and attacks of this 
world may cause our faith to waiver.  It is essential for us 
to know that the Christian Way of Life is not about our 
strength—not even the strength of our faith!  For we are to 
keep our eyes on the Lord and through His Spirit He will 
come alongside and strengthen and buttress our faith in 
the face of every difficulty.   



Lessons from Philippians 
Wednesday, March 17:   

Read Philippians 1  

Today’s Scripture is a glimpse into Paul’s heart, and is in 
keeping with the purposes for which God has preserved this 
letter.  Consider these few things we can observe:   

• Paul is in regular prayer for those with whom he shares a 
spiritual bond. 

• Remembrance of those with whom Paul had fellowship 
caused thanksgiving to God and prayers of joy. 

• Paul’s bond with the Philippians is based on shared ministry. 

• The sharing of ministry results in affections of the heart.   

Paul’s tenderness of heart toward those with whom he has 
shared ministry is readily evident, and provides a great  
example for us.  Consider just a few points of application:  

• Sharing in ministry leads to intimacy of relationship, which 
can lead to genuine friendship.  We sometimes turn this 
around and focus on our desire for friendship, but it is  
really most appropriately an effect.  Ministry (service) as 
unto the Lord is the cause while the effect is the building 
of intimate relationships.  



Lessons from Philippians 
Wednesday, March 17: Read  

Philippians 1 (Continued) 

• Now ministry within a body of believers is bound to lead 
to a bit of friction.  How should we respond to this?  This 
passage presents an excellent starting point.  Start by  
going to the Lord in prayer and thanking him for  
others—especially those with whom we might be having 
trouble.  

• This shifts our preoc-
cupation with self to 
an appreciation for 
others and their place 
in the body of Christ. 
This can turn friction 
to joy as we pray for 
those with whom we 
partner in ministry.    

As we look further 
(Philippians 1:9-f), we  
find a model regarding 
the further content of 
prayer on behalf of  
others.   

The way we think about 
others in the fellowship 
of believers and the way 
we handle the begin-
nings of conflict is an 
excellent way to test 
whether the truths we 
have learned and the life of Christ are working within our 
lives! 



Finishing Galatians 
Thursday, March 18:  

Read Galatians 6:1-10 

As we return to Galatians, recall the lessons from the first 
five chapters of Galatians.  We should have a good feel for 
the spiritual man and woman.  This individual has been 
saved by faith alone in Christ alone.  Furthermore, he or she 
is walking by the Holy Spirit which includes trusting Him to 
hold the old nature in the place of death, while at the same 
time allowing Him to manifest the life of Christ within.    

Thus, as we begin our reading in Galatians 6, consider it to 
be instruction to the spiritual individual who has been  
developed in the first five chapters.  How do I know this?  
Verse 1 tells us:  

Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are 
spiritual should restore him gently.         Galatians 6:1 

 



Finishing Galatians 
Thursday, March 18: Read  
Galatians 6:1-10 (Continued) 

As you can see, Chapter 6 is further guidance to the one 
who is spiritual!   And what an interesting first verse we 
have.  The Greek word translated caught carries the conno-
tation of being overtaken out of nowhere.   

Isn’t that so often how it is?  Everything seems to be going 
well and the next thing you know—we have sin to confess.  
The text continues with guidance to restore such a one who 
has been overtaken by sin, but do it gently.  What a good 
example to test whether or not we have learned from the 
first chapters!  For you can tell a lot about the maturity of a 
church by how they  
respond to someone 
who has been overtaken 
by sin—especially if it 
has become public 
knowledge.    

How does a legalistic 
church respond?  Since 
they can’t stone some-
one anymore, how 
about treating them like 
second class Christians 
and all manner of other 
mean-spirited behavior.   

In contrast, how about a 
spiritual church?  Our text tells us—gently restore.  What 
does it look like to gently restore a brother or sister who 

has erred?  We’ll consider that question tomorrow!    



Finishing Galatians 
Friday, March 19: Read Ephesians 4 

Yesterday’s reading directed that,  

. . .you who are spiritual should restore him gently.  
                 Galatians 6:1 

In this verse, the reference is to one who has been over-
taken by sin.  Let’s get right to the application:   

• A Christian tangled in sin, is personally out of fellowship 
with God and of no use to the body of Christ.  Thus, he 
or she needs to be restored.  The Greek word translated 
restore is used to set a broken bone.  By way of a sim-
ple parallel, you don’t cut off a broken limb, you set it.  
Likewise, the first approach to a brother or sister who 
has sinned is to bring them back into fellowship with the 
Lord.   

• Let’s make sure we understand what spiritual  
restoration is not!  It is not ignoring sin within a church 
fellowship, nor is it putting up with willful sin for the 
sake of unity.   

• Restoring a sinning brother or sister is one aspect of 
modeling the same grace to others that has been shown 
to us.   

Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving 
each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 
            Ephesians 4:32   

To be very clear, grace isn’t an excuse to be less holy!  It is 
a means to cut short the time spent in a spiritual wilderness 
of our own making, as well as the means to recover and 
move forward.   

 

        



Finishing Galatians 
Friday, March 19: Read Ephesians 4

(Continued) 

What is spiritual restoration?  It is to: 

• Confront an erring brother or sister with the truth of 
God’s Word 

• With the intent that he or she would come under the 
Holy Spirit’s conviction of the sin 

• Which, in turn, leads to confession of sin, restoration of 
fellowship with God, and regaining the filling of the Holy 
Spirit   

But be careful, for a certain spiritual maturity is necessary 
on the part of those who 
would be used by God to 
restore another.  For we 
must not only accurately 
lay out truth that the 
Holy Spirit can use, but 
also guard our own walk 
with the Lord.  

But watch yourself, 
or you also may be 
tempted.      
     Galatians 6:1b 

It is a tragedy to hear of  
a double-drowning when 
one weak swimmer attempts to rescue another weak swim-
mer.  Let’s not let that happen in the spiritual realm through 
lack of being spiritually on guard!  



Finishing Galatians 
Monday, March 22: Read Luke 15  

We have thought about restoring the brother or sister who 
is overtaken by sin, now let’s consider the one who is  
restored to fellowship through confession and the finished 
work of Christ.  There is a tendency for one who has 
sinned, to wonder how God feels about them.  Is he or she 
on probation of some kind?   

This can be exacerbated if they feel a certain coolness from 
fellow believers.  That naturally leads to wondering, “Does 
God feel this way about me too?”  The parable of the  
Prodigal Son in today’s reading should answer that for us—
and do so decisively!   For we have a very close parallel—a 
son who sins, came to his senses (repentws), and then  
returned to his father asking forgiveness.  This parable is a 
picture of how our heavenly Father feels about us when we 
return via confession of sin.  Does He treat us as second-
class children?  On the contrary:  

. . .his father saw him and was filled with compassion for 
him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and 
kissed him. . .the father said to his servants, “Quick!  
Bring the best robe and put it on him.  Put a ring on his 
finger and sandals on his feet.  Bring the fattened calf 
and kill it.  Let’s  have a feast and celebrate.  For this son 
of mine was dead and is alive again. . .”         Luke 15:20-24  

Our heavenly Father doesn’t maintain His distance or put us 
on probation when we confess our sin.  He wraps His arms 
around us.  He doesn’t treat us as we deserve.  He clothes 
us with the best robe, a reminder of our imputed righteous-
ness; He puts His signet ring on our finger, indicating ac-
cess to His glorious riches; and prepares a banquet for us, 
indicating that we have been returned to full fellowship.  If 
this is how our Father feels about us, we need to be careful 
to treat those who return to fellowship just as graciously!  



Finishing Galatians 
Tuesday, March 23: Read John 13  

Today we are going to see how a little bit of word study 
can greatly clarify our understanding of Scripture.  In  
Galatians 6:2 it says:  

Carry each other’s 
burdens, and in this 
way you will fulfill 
the law of Christ.   

Nothing surprising here!  
At a minimum, we 
should see the law of 
Christ in His words to 
His disciples:   

Now that I, your 
Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your 
feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.  I 
have set you an example that you should do as I 
have done for you.          John 13:13-15  

Is there any burden that is beneath us when it comes to 
helping our brothers and sisters in Christ?  If we follow the 
example of Jesus, there isn’t!  And, if that weren’t enough, 
consider also:   

By this we know love, because He laid down His life 
for us.  And we also ought to lay down our lives for 
the brethren.          I John 3:16   

This too would seem to be part of the law of Christ.  But 
then in Galatians 6:5, we see the following:   

. . .for each one should carry his own load.   

Doesn’t that seem like a contradiction to Galatians 6:2?   

             Continued on the next page. 



Finishing Galatians 
Tuesday, March 23: Read John 13 

(Continued) 

It does until we look at the Greek words involved.  The 
word translated burden in Verse 2 applies to that which is 
wearisome or causing someone to struggle.  While in Verse 
5, the word load is more closely related to an obligation or 
responsibility.  So what we actually have is a beautiful  
description of balance within the Church.  Believers should 
never abuse brotherly love within the fellowship as a means 
to shirk personal responsibility.  On the other hand, when 
we see a brother or sister nearly done in by the load they 
are carrying, we should be quick to their side to help as the 
Lord leads.  One final word of Biblical advice, and this 
doesn’t just refer to money:   

But when you give to someone in need, don’t let your 
left hand know what your right hand is doing.   
                 Matthew 6:3   



Finishing Galatians 
Wednesday, March 24:  

Read Hebrews 12  

Galatians 6:7-8 states one of the spiritual laws that govern 
mankind—no matter how he protests, ignores, or seeks to 
evade it:   

Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.  A man 
reaps what he sows.  The one who sows to please his 
sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; 
the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit 
will reap eternal life.   

Whenever we think we can sow to the flesh and get away 
with it, we are in essence mocking God.  We mock Him by 
acting as if what He says is not true, and He can’t reach 
out and deliver to us consequences commensurate with our 
actions.  I cannot state it too strongly: This is simply not a 
lesson we want to learn the hard way.  In context, this 
verse is not directed to a lost person, although it is certain-
ly true for the lost:   

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but 
whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s 
wrath remains on him.        John 3:36   

If you sow rejection of the salvation available in Jesus 
Christ and do not believe, you reap eternal damnation—no 
exception!  That is a very sobering truth for those who high
-handedly think they can reject the person of Jesus Christ 
and not suffer any consequences for doing so.  So if it is 
not directed primarily to the lost, what does it mean?   

• If you are saved and allow the flesh to dominate in your 
life, then you can expect an absence of reward at the 
Bema Seat of Christ and discipline in time. 

. . .the Lord disciplines those He loves. . .   
              Hebrews 12:6  

             Continued on the next page. 



Finishing Galatians 
Wednesday, March 24:  

Read Hebrews 12 (Continued) 

• On the other hand, if you are saved and sow to the  
Spirit, which is to walk in the Spirit, then you can expect 
to have a spiritually abundant life in time and reward in 
eternity.   

• Reaping eternal life as described at the end of the book 
of Galatians is not talking about a future duration of life, 
it is talking about a quality of life that is meant to begin 
right now!   

Now this is eternal life: that they may know You, the 
only true God and Jesus Christ, whom You have sent. 
                John 17:3   

And if we know Him in time, we can expect both spiritual 
abundance in time and reward in eternity!  



Finishing Galatians 
Thursday March 25:  

Read Galatians 6:11-18 

We are going to close our reading in the book of Galatians 
by pondering a very compelling verse:   

May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord  
Jesus Christ. . .                Galatians 6:14    

With the cross being the offense that it is, let’s ask the 
question: Why would Paul choose to boast in the cross?  
Why should we?  Consider the following:   

• The cross, specifically all that was accomplished there, 
is the power of God unto salva-
tion for all who will believe. 
(Romans 1:16)  

• The cross is the place of  
victory over the forces of evil:  

And having disarmed the  
powers and authorities, He 
made a public spectacle of 
them, triumphing over them 
by the cross.      Colossians 2:15   

• The cross was a stepping stone 
to great glory for the Lord Jesus:   

Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place and 
gave Him a name that is above every name, that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father.           Philippians 2:9-11  

I have heard the above summarized as: First the 
cross—and then the crown!    

             Continued on the next page. 



Finishing Galatians 
Thursday March 25:  

Read Galatians 6:11-18 (Continued) 

• The cross is the place where Christ received the wrath 
of God in my place, that I might be forgiven:   

He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, so 
that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; 
by His wounds we have been healed.    I Peter 2:24    

But wait, there is still Galatians 6:14b to consider:   

. . .through which the world has been crucified to me, 
and I to the world.   

What does it mean that the world has been crucified to me?  
And how important is this for me to understand?  We’ll dis-
cuss these two questions tomorrow.   

 

 



Finishing Galatians 
Friday March 26: Read Proverbs 4 

Let me remind you of Romans 6:6:   

For we know that our old self was crucified with  
Him. . .                Romans 6:6 

Now from Galatians 6:14 we have added to this our cruci-
fixion to the world.  What does it mean that the world is 
crucified to me?  Consider the following:   

• The cross is a place of death.   

• Death always refers to a separation of some kind.   

• As a new creation in Christ, not only am I to see by faith 
that I have been separated from who I was in Adam, 
but I am also to see the cross as having separated me 
from the world and all that it entails.  

When the world is used this way, consider it to refer to the 
rebellious ways of thinking that 
typify fallen mankind along with 
the readily categorizable  
behavior patterns of the sinful 
nature.  All of these are stimu-
lated and promoted by Satan for his own purposes.  In 
short, we have worldly thinking, and worldly behaviors be-
hind which we find the evil intellect of the chief rebel.   

While we are at it, where are we to turn?  We are to turn to 
none other than the Lord Jesus Christ.  We are to:  

. . .fix our eyes, for He is the author and perfector of 
our faith!             Hebrews 12:2   

 Continued on the next page. 



Finishing Galatians 
Friday March 26: Read Proverbs 4 

(Continued) 

As we do so, Proverbs 4:18 provides a marvelous image of 
what our lives would 
look like, as well as a 
reminder of the truth 
that you do indeed reap 
what you sow!  As we 
close, might I share my 
own pondering on the 
cross, and a short prayer 
I once wrote to summa-
rize my own reflections:  

Oh that cross—for a place of such shame and suffer-
ing it wrought a mighty work dear to my heart.  For it 
is the place my sins were paid for, the power of my 
sin nature broken, the grip of the world was severed, 
my deliverance from the law accomplished, and  
Satan’s hold upon me vanquished.   

May I never glory but in the cross of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  To glory in the cross is to glory in His work  
rather than mine.  To glory in His work is to proclaim 
from the rooftops the salvation that is available in 
Christ, our resurrection to new life in Christ, and the 
daily walk of the Spirit in Christ.   

Praise God that through faith in Jesus taking my place 
on the cross I was saved.  Praise God that faith in my 
union with Him on the cross is delivering me from the 
flesh within and the world without.  Might I never 
boast save in the cross of my Lord and Savior until I 
am safely home with Him! 



In Preparation for Easter 

Monday, March 29: Read Matthew 16  

From that time on Jesus began to explain to His 
disciples that He must go to Jerusalem and suffer 
many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests 
and the teachers of the law, and that He must be 
killed and on the third day be raised to life.    
              Matthew 16:21 

. . .did not consider equality with God something to 
be grasped, but made Himself nothing, taking the 
very nature of a servant, being found in human like-
ness. . .He humbled Himself and became obedient to 
death—even death on a cross!               Philippians 2:6-8 

How well did Jesus’ disciples do with this bit of revelation 
from God.  They did not do very well, as our text shows:   

• Peter tried to dissuade Jesus from the cross. 

• Jesus had to rebuke him, making clear that Peter’s well 
intended effort was really those of Satan.       

             Continued on the next page. 



In Preparation for Easter 
Monday, March 29: Read Matthew 16 

(Continued)  

This man was handed to you by God’s set purpose 
and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked 
men, put Him to death by nailing Him to the cross.  
But God raised Him from the dead. . .      
                  Acts 2:23-24 



In Preparation for Easter 
Tuesday, March 30: Read Matthew 21 

Say to the Daughter of Zion, “See, your king comes to 
you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal 
of a donkey.”   

. . .Hosanna to the Son of David!          Matthew 21:9, 15 
  

In fact, this entire week up to and including the crucifixion 
and resurrection of Jesus consists of one fulfilled prophecy 
after another!  Why is this noteworthy?   

             Continued on the next page. 



In Preparation for Easter 
Tuesday, March 30: Read Matthew 21 

(Continued) 

. . .God’s set purpose and foreknowledge. . .   
                  Acts 2:23 

For our God is sovereign, and His plan and purposes 
will stand!               Isaiah 46:10 

 



In Preparation for Easter 
Wednesday, March 31:  

Read Matthew 26 

For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, 
you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.   
            I Corinthians 11:26    
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