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Foreword

Wel come to a study of the Christian Way
The Christian Life [ o1 [ oyor nae oald o
A T — mefiThere is so
much to know! I di d-
né realize the Chris-
tian Life was so com-
i pl i caMy dr. e -
sponse is always the
samBl,bhe Chri stian
Lifé& itshre | east bit
complicated, but i1t is
compreheBsnue! it covers everything, tha
i's going to tagkeowsdmdotiimed to
I n fact as a student and teacher of the
four decades, | am most certainly stild]l
of stud@gi Wopr@od |1t really is an inexhat
of riches for the child of God. So wh
in this seriesdtbhosacklbeadamenbabkscwe
need to grasp as soon as possible after
the person and work of Jesus Christ to
These fundamentals are a good reminder
sential to those who are new to Bible s
With that in mind, where d&o we start?
most I mport @dnther Noedemwdc¢e God. May God
bl ess your efforts in drawing closer to
this most comprehensive faith.
In His grace,
7@&\
Kevin Redigacpastor
Al'l Scripture quotes have been taken
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984



Introduction to the Series

Let me explain the title and the subtit
sonBhe Christian Life, FKStrasrtt,i ntghivs t h t h

is a collection of | essons on the Chris
you can tell from the graphic bel ow, |
the path welteree Itid et &Cloaed dvadsnt s us to | iv
Christians.

More specifically, Il have in mind one o
our salvation. Not the first phase, fo
point in time when we place our faith i
work of Jesus Christ and forever change
from one in the Lake of Fire to one in
i n His heaven. What | have in mind is
our salvation, which consists of howeve
gives us on thiSfeamt i haes vehryi gdtaiya mws
place our faith in Christ until the day
gl ory! 't is during this period of 1t
short, that we are called to |Iive the C
describes it in maalk wedgfrstwhitohe call to
we are in Chriedte,em hem ecnddlelmet o

I mitators of God

The 3 ““Phases’ of Salvation

From this body of corruption
to the incorruptible!

“walk worthy of your calling”

D @

X

From hell
to
heaven!




To complete oulfhaPhaasdslsiDan/ wdt i on

di agram on the previous page, there is
sal vati on. It i s when we exchange this
that i s i mmort adj wsntd liinkceo rtrhugtt i dofl eour r ¢
urrected Savior!

Now this particular series of | essons ¢
of the basics. By that | simply mean t
every Christian needs to | earn and resp
soon as possible after coming to faith
point in the future, we will take a | oo
truth, but for now, we want to make sur
in terms of the fundamental s. And, | et
just as an athlete who has a weakness i
will struggle with more advanced acti vi
tian who has a weakness in the fundamen
troubl e advancing spiritually. So this
cise for all of wus

I n fact, here is the audience | have in
of | essons First, the fellowship of t
teaching at Vistoso Community Church th
trinally al/l be on the same page. Then
is those to whom this fellowship might
trust the Lord might spread these truth
friends, acquaintances, and extended f a

The Place to Starin The Bible

Where should we start a series on the C
Specifically, what is the first fundame
cover? For our purposes, we are going
Word of God. For as we seek to identif
of the Christian Lif e, and deeply under
our one and only source is going to be
So we are going to spend a | ot of ti me
ture reference after another. Furtherm
to learn that | think that what ever th



say on a spiritual matter, authoritatiyv
for us.d Weedobho turn to any other sour
weight to any other voice. I n fact, th
derstanding of the authority of the Bib

The Word of God, as ministered by the
I s sufficient for all matters of fai

Now, i f you are not used to this approa
some questions:
T Why do you&c aolr di?t God

9 Why do you give the Word of God so0o muc
when it comes to the Christian Life?

9 Why do you place such a premium upon i
I n fact, as youbagleitevion® n©Ctwr iBs thil @ans, yo
are going to be surprised at how often
the Bible seek to memorize and turn to
fen i

ir of Vi ew.

Answering the Questions
So @ edraw all these questions together

Why i s so much weight given to the Wo
How i s It that the Bible can be suffic
of faith and practice?



To answer these @ueéebset isaurrsp,r iysceud vaan al | i
start with a verse of Scripture from De
descri bes God Al mighty as:

A God of truth and without injustice; rig
upright is He. Deuteronomy 32: 4

Did you catch 11t? Our God is a God of
al so upright and righteous, when He com
He naturally communicates trut h. Wh e n
Bi bl@®o#& sWopr e are saying it came from Hi
contains things that are on His mind th
to share with us. I't is the one way we
thereby share in His thoughts, affectio
That being the case, His word is all we
associated with thed@Cheiedticammkente. We
taries, devotionals, or the writings of
not to say that these kinds of things a
ful, they certainl yboanoheyiffusbhdyprop
are actually communicating the truth th
Wor d. And, when it comes to the Chri st
certaidhl yedont o couple it with secul ar
contemporary phil osdehy, bomrokt he | at est
The Word of God stands on its own witho
being necessary. Notice that | am not
adequate to practice medicine, complete
jects, or other disciplines in their ow
saying it contains everything we need f
tian Life thinking and doing what is r
God, achieving spiritual victory, recov
failur e, and in general l'iving a |ife o
to our Lord and Savior before we step o
into eternity.

Not surprisingly, it is also the Word o
gl i mpses of what our eternal home is go
wel | . The PRivlelregtmpv ooygi awves need for matit e
faith and practice!



The Role of the Holy Spiri

Did you notice the Holy Spirit, the thi
ty, is closely coupled with the Word of
wi || have much to say about the person
| ater | essons, for now suffice it to sa
role in both | eadings uwWoridntaos twheel It r ut h
as correctly applying it to circumstanc
the i mpact of His ministry from two asp
9 First, notice how Jesus makes cl ear Wi
gui de us i dnone het hemtthhan the Holy Sg
And in doing s : g on-
tinue to minis )

t hose who have
Him unt o etern

fiBut when He, t
Trut hc omes, He
you into all tr |
bring glory to
from what i s Mi
ing it Kknown t of ~
John ﬂ&j-"
1 Second, i f& yyoeut hhaavdent he experience of
person either di storting or mi sunder st
of &padu will. Here is the reason why:

The man without the Spiri
things that come from the
foolishness to him, and he cannot wunder st
because they are spiritually discerned.

I Corinthians 2:14

t does not accep
Spirit of God,

You see, a | ost person has not yet wunde
birth They have a body and soul but n
which to receive spiritual truth. The

not receive spiritual trut h, it just <co
fool i ddhwnerssi f the person is very academ
ticated.| eDoint throw you! I't is not th
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bl eds Pl ace

someHoWw oowl carwvwe t hi nki n
such a thing in this d
way of scientific advan
ol ogi cal mar vel s! We kn
medi ci népPDopsychol ogy, a
ances of man d not i mpa
ual things. T entire
y nothing to t omni sci
been reveal ed us i n H

er qu t h
Bi bl e God
rway:
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e
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The above passage brings to mind a maryv
age captured by the picture of the chil
evening. God exhaled truth from His mi
densed into the Scriptures we hold dear
Now if this were true, then naturally t
take precedence over every other source
source would separate the Bible in a de
way from every other document authored
Now here is something important to note
of the inspiration of the Scriptures, w
them t o bét hianterirsantwi t hout error:

As for God His way is perfect; the Word o
fl awl ess. Psalm 18: 30
Furthermore, we are speaking of somethi
ver-pbabmavsypi rlaeariboant.apsul ates the i dea
that every word of the édnoginal writing
just the thoughts contained therein, bu
sel vR/semaerfyer s t o the entiodorad Ibreadth of
of it Now this does not apply to the



available to you todayaubwt to what are

gr awéixts of Scripture. This would be t
ments authored by men inspired by the H
the course&ofcotmmipe | Bitlh locen.me Weac k t o

this later in the study.

Sanctlfy them by Your truth. Your word is trutl')

Johnl]n]

The second reason we assign so much wei
tures is because:

.the Word of God is |iving and powerf
Hebrews 4: 12
It is alive in a way that is true of no
power f ul I mattleaw/ s ERsealswlimpl g,
andwi £t/ neven Maéasbewun2ady. 35) .
Again, if the -Brebdehedal Wyt hsaGepiritua
life from God Himself, then it would na
place to turn for madgerdi of l[]SlIth and
in both what to think (right bel.i f) an

practice) .

Now to be sure, all amanvree ranodf piodwe-as can
erfDbdring the course of human history t
al | manner of political propositions, s
gious beliefs that have captured the i m



mankind and motivated him to act in all/l
But I am making a distinction, and | wa
understand it. Al t hough these ideas fr
may have a semblance of power and moti v
Word of AGOWEI and POWERAYULI t has a |ife

its own independent of man. 't has an
irrespective of the response of man.

You see @ heoBibéeis the omnipotent, omn

sovereign, Al mighty Creator of the phys

that is in it. Unli ke the political, s

t houghts @&fGoshawhrddhas never been found

have fallen short, to have been in erro

not del i vé&r .worHKodiadGsdadl wttlre and un-
changing truth.

Whil e being questioned, Jesus said the
n.. for this reason | came into the worl d,
to the truth. Everyone on the side of tr
Me o John 18: 37

Note first of all that there is the sid

there is the side of all that is in err

iWhat 1 © Tthremt M2 wal ked away from the On.

came fronmfbéadaveh grddehantleXdnut h

sus, the Son of God, as standing right

he turned and w&l kextacaway whaTfthatanki nd

does when it tubmesatthed, tdalei G@dand pow-

erful Word of God to anything that has
mind of man.

Why does that matter? Again, the words
instructive:

iTherefore everyone who hears these words
and puts them into practice is |like a wis
built his house on the rock. The rain ca
streams rose, and th winds blew and beat
t hat house:; yet it did not fall because
Ma k .

e
i
foundation o, the r @kt hew57: 24
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Do you see it? The quality of +th
stake! So is our ability to hand
sure to conmne!whyAnwe tihragi st :

The Word of God, as ministered by the
i s sufficient for all matters of ffai

e very
|l e the

EVIDENCE |
FOR THE BIBLE

You accepted It not as the word of men, but for what
_Itreally Is, the word of God... 1 Thessalonlans 2:13

Evaluate the Evidence

Now you may veryiweilsl ibse a hmonnku nmegnt a l
claim, can you backd ayoyu ojfu stth akte iurmpg? Ar

nar rmiwvmded, and ignoring other i mportant
How is it that you cancoltaéem bo have an
the byuthrtue of havionlgh etshee aWoer d of God
excellent questions with a very straigh

Evaluate the evidencel!

You see God has made this matter very c

Hils/i ngermreirytwher e! Now the skeptic wil
t o siMhfaft, evodHlenweP| go on from there to
about supposed contradictions, |l ack of

advances of science. The scoffer shows
supposing that the i1issue of the trustwo
Scriptures is sbmetheadythaeaenhastodi ed

and validatedwiftohr fcaemtgrraaetser schol ar shi

than he has al most certainly employed.

You see, i
all ows us
Wor d. Thi

t is the tremendous quantity
to have confi &@&ence in the re
S c

[
evidence en@umwes dt hat w e a



o build our [
in terms of e

as something n
ng
opti on. God has made i
hi
er
[

SO much more
other avail a
us to consid
pling of the
aill able to
ity of th
e experien

CSO nisni ddeert ajiuls.t aSos a ne-t
nal and external evid
av n order to evaluate t
bi e Scriptures. Then we will
t h tial case for the veracity

|l nt er nal Evidence for the
Veracity of the Scriptures

The ScripturBeys itnetlelr nuasl. evi dence, we me:

what the Scriptures have to say about t

Bi bl e itésedrfe deortsni tsel ves as a source

God to man, then we saeretrainmploys es it duwaltdn

upon thémturhett o the full text of an ea
S

Al | pt-breatbhe@®odnd is useful for teac

ri
eb ing, correcting and training in
ness, SO hat the man of God may be thor
equi pped or everylgoon modlriky. 3: 16

This verse {ienncabpuwtssasngalals it can be.
have studied the Greek words used to ex
Go#hreanhéeadre of Scripture, and they r1 ey
Scriptures are:

c
i ng, r

M Provides the curriculum to |ive a proc
T Usef ul in pulling us back when we go ¢

T Hel pf ul i n promoting an wupright | ife @
rio ghteousness

Al'l of these are so that we could accom
wor k God has i n miéndt Hiosr eusactol fdot.he | sn
claim |l have made from the very beginni
matters of f,ajanhd /tnh e rSacertijpcteur es are su
solely because of t hker datched!hat they ar
Now perhaps yoiwWaare at mi mkitreg, it i s maki

11
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this claim aboutd ictosuenftflcouimlbati dtoes
t

n
does. @Y otualcean@®wavyoi @oed or Hi s ability to

make truth cl ai ms.& AAlnai mgtad nhbe idbawve di
and better than any other source, it wo
put i1t forward as such!

Let continue wi tihntteéren &lc ralpaiums:s

Above all, you must understand that no pr
Scripture came aboud dwn tihret @erprmpéd-et

tati on. For prophecy never had its origi
of man, but men spoke from God as they we

ried along by the Holly PSeptigrdi t1.: 20

The Bible makes cl ear an
not originate with man!
|l etter to the Romans? Paul was the hu
used by God, as the above states quite
all the other human authors of Scriptu
weriearri ed al ong .by the Holy Spirit

essenti al poin
Td&en how is it
m

Let me add to something mentioned previ
original, or autograph copies of the Sc
inspired by the Holy Spirit. Not | ater
We will discuss this more thoroughly | a
not e:

Every Word of God i s PFrloawe rebsss .30.: 5

Well of coursédrietatihe!ld alntd iaxsc@aongp!| i shed
though the inspiration of the Holy Spir
on the cover of this book:

Thy Word is a | amp unto my feet and a I|ig
pat h. Psalm 119: 105

This really is a verse of application t
point of the sufficiency of Scripture f
practice The Wofaeawd pm&ordh | i ghts our
The feet refer to our i mmediate need of
sent circumstances. OQur path speaks of
capacity of the Word to both mature and



>

1 men are | i ke grass. . . The grass witht
he fl owers fall but the Word of our God
orewver. |l saiah 40: 6, 8

the claim that the Bi bl e
y only commenting upon th
he fwimtamer s and fall s i t

ose who ma
ea

God. &Y pu esseeentt he Bi
S aiming the earth is f
mat i s m. For the Word is a s
e

n
bl e
l at ,
our c
unchanging Créanadrassod of the
stands firm. He both created
king it into existence, and it
it with a new and redeemed cre

nee

mations from God will never

t
W
t

ST oW+ ~0no0o< o

[@Ro))

In the bcginning, God created the heaven and the earth.

The B& bCensi sTreencBi.blnd ernal cl ai ms
about itself are spectacular and woul d
supernatur al bae#ttthhbeem Gondt & oexi st ence.
Li kewise the coherence and internal <con
Word of God requires a supernatur al sou

13
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Consider the foll owing:

T The Bible contains 66 books written by

M9 The Bible was written over a period of
1500 years

T The Bible was written on three conti ne
di fferent | anguages.

1 t was written by men who were Kkings,
herds, military | eaders, a doctor, pri
col | tca omame a f ew.

Despite all of the above disparate piec

unfolding storyline from beginning to e

perfect coherence. A redeemer is pr omi

chapter of the Bible, redemption is il/l

the Ol d Testament, the Redeemer comes a

of the New Testament and all of heaven

prai ses at the end of the Bible in the

Paradise is lost in the first book of t

finaldama@dok n bet ween we have both histor

trine which @ riorctleantmsanGdbdacti ons t o make

So. There is onlydbhe wahetenerpl ain t

and internal consistency of the Word of

as its source!

By way of contrast, since we are in the

i c,& Ilteake twhiedewosrplrdcad of the coronaviru

How shoul d we handlI& ttahkee otuerbrpeadk-? Let

pl e: a restaurant owner, virologist, so

gious | eader, epidemiologist, professio

business owner, salesman, &and col |l ege s

just select them all from America so th

simpl est pdaslsli bflreons assree country, al | at
same point in time, and all with the sa

Now, back to our question: How should w

coronavirus epidemic? Woul d they all s

Woul d they al/l have the same opinion on
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iety, wearing masks, social distanci
ool, and so on? Wie! al reafdgcknhow t he
experience iIis that they emphaticall
woul d be our experience on any com

t

haps you are resisting my example, ¢

t the 1is s

e neoxtp el il .

e already
I ther were

d to writ

e

Kk

a

S . They

s 06 olmi

ce to th

everywhe

en. They
ferent <co

ead out o
s, and sp-c e,

| anguages. Yet, they all communica
together perfectly from beginning t
haps you Maetthi mknoge, -handling a w
e pandemic | 90 ddmplcoxtirasye! it is
h si mpler and much easmiedre to solve t
bl em of sin. Il n the Bible, God prov
t soul to be eternally saved; a corr
ced wiBhiocertrhugptt i bl e; the justice o
satisfied in the face of sin; a way
thed with a righteousness acceptable
see, the issues associated with our
® hpldy in contrast to the weighty s
ociated with providing an all encomp
t mankind Yet the Bible clearly be
S very message just a few pages into
ds forth its promise for the | ast of
es from the end. The evidence point

15
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reasonabl e explanati on:

God reveal ed &t owhuys

fect har mony.

The Word of God

jatn da Itlh afti t s together

Ful filled pr ophPecsyt rpornogv eesviidence of t he
veracity of the Bible is the evidence o
And beginning with Moses and with all the
He explained to them the things concernin
in the Scriptures. Luke 24: 27
il f you had believed Moses, you would bel
for he wrodte of Me. John 5: 46
I n both of these passages, Jesus 1 s mak
Scriptures spoke of Hi m! I n fact, they
say about Hi m. For Jesus fulfilled ove
prophecies duri dgwhHch FBreptebdAtdsehy the
reason that we have complete confidence
those that speak of His Second Coming
sampling of things the Scriptures very
that were fulfilled in a clearly recogn
T Jesus was born of a virgin.
T He was born in Bethl ehem.
T He was in the lineage of Abraham, Judeze
9 He was presented with gifts at His bir
T The -giivitng was foll owed by the killing
the secular ruler, Herod, sought to ki
9 He had a ministry of miracles.
T He was a teacher of parabl es.
He came riding into Jerusalem on a dor
cut off 'weekhef69ears since the decrec
rebuild Jerusal em.
T He was betrayed for 30 pieces of sil ve
Lots were cast for His clothes.
9 He was crushed for our transgressions

our iniquities.



Al | t hese we

Sﬁ ; i ptu L ey ﬁ "HE WaS PIETCED FOr our
a even c¢=® TTANSGIESSIONS, HE Was

vance o8 &Cdbdm

i dand all f CIUSHEDEOT OUr SINS;
THO PUNISHMENT TH

Now this was
pling of the ‘
prophecies r
Jesdushere ar
many more Vve
prophecies a
pl aces am®d n

about places [ e yre,

Babyl on, Moab, and Jerusal em. How can
ability to foretell the future, and hayv
tol d? The explanation is simple if the
todbde revelation from an omniscient Al
By way of contrast, take any of the sac
word dreligions, and see if they can | ay
of fulfilled prophecy. They cannot! N
Il am, nor the Book of Mor mon, nor the Ve
That is simply because man is behind th
nodtt hey are neither full of truth nor di
Now | et me show you what the unbelievin
the remarkable prophetic evidence of th
| sai ah Chapter 44, we have a remarkabl e
God, in a section of the Scripture, dec
il make known the end from the beginning,
ancient times what is still to come. I s
pose will stand, and | ovi |l do al |l t hat |

|l saiah 46:10

God al so dentifies by name the Persian
e

[
thorize th return of the Jewish peopl e
exile, and allow them to begin reconstr
t al city and templ e. He does this al mo

17
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of time, and He names a king who was fr
that time a dominant power .

Al am the Lord, . . dehiossBysshépCyrus,
herd and wil|l accomplish all that | pleas
of Jerudeltem,t béamd bafi Itthe templ e,

det its foundatdoi onsIbailadi d¢4: 24, 28
This is something onl God can do, and
agement it i 3 L

pl e. R

But, of cours [ saln

must attack

Why ? It att

the world wil
the supernat.
authority of

from God. Sao.
this prophec
God as the ul
thor . Their I -
hypothesis tF O =
written by I

' : :
added after t cndurcthlcor‘cvcr.i
Il n other woras, .

ers Noy: could know the name of the king
ahead of ti me? 't would require knowl e
capabil idtayn do fwemaan | | not allow for that
i toySSo t he world rejects the idea of divi
But, since we are talking about evidenc
the shall owness of their position and t
Christian perspective. What evidence d
hypot hesi s? Why none at all: no histor
changes t o oman wesvd rdiemtcse at al | . The onl
their rejection works is if you conside
of omniscience and the intense desire t
in order to continue in unbelief as evi



Al I can say, i's that no Christian has
unbelief of skeptics when it comes to t
ty ofs Guwd d!

External Evidence for the

Veracity of the Scriptures
External evidence is verification that
cal record. We wi | | |l ook at two: Arche
preservation and number of copies.
Archeol ogi calln Rehceoredar |y years of Bi bl ic
cism, the attacks on the historical ver
i ncessant . Critics disputed the | ocati
until archeology verified its I mmense s
the ®Bideeiction of civilization at the
until thoushinhlsi odl exefrearences were fou
fact, in the |l ast 100 years of archaeol
have been turned compl etely. Consider
Nel son Glueck, considered to be one of
archaeol ogists of all ti me.

.in all of my archeological T nvesti
found one arti fact of antiquity that
statement of the Word of God.

William Al bright, another renowned arch
similar strongly worded convictions, <co

The excessive skeptici sm shown toward
I mportant historical schools. . . certae
sti !/l appear periodically, has been
di scredited. Di scovery after discover
t he accuracy of [ nnumerabl e detail s, :
I ncreased recognition to the value of

source of history.

There can be no doubt that archaeol
confirmed the substantial hi storic
O/l d Testament tradition.

19



~o®®~0 o
> - 5 O3 O5T0m

OIS0~ ~ 320 T

~ 2O O®~TOOT T T

pl aces,
ot her piec
al modttratihe
at He has

Excav

eservation
oof of the
undance

nt Scrip
me period,
asonabl e c
nfidence t
been acc
Bernard

Jews
script
every
speci al
duty was

of
tu
d

(7]

has

e not
ir
ear 1 s
speaks
e of

chosen

res

oncern. Il n ot
hat
urately
Ramm addresses

preserved

/| etter,
cl/l asses

t o
with practically perfect

Bi
ds of e
e, when
accurac
the Bi bl
al |
man K i

apol ogi
speci
t hat
wi t h
evidence
t h-enowndgoGodn
to reveal to

st
own fic
t he
per
t
from
nd

ationdb&7aNi neveh

NuAnmbetr h eorf eCxotpea rersa l
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the Bible manuscripts. Be
were written first, and
preservation of the integr
her words, ho
written thousa
rved down thro
this issue:

(their Scriptures) a
been preserved. t h
syl l abl e, word, and par a
of men within their clt
preserve and transmit the.
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and
veracity

wh at was

prese
/It
ever



