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Daily Devotional 

August 2018 



Foreword 
Let me remind you of the intent of these devotionals:  

 To get you into the Word of God on a daily basis.   

 To bring to your memory 
and reinforce things we have 
covered in the past.   

 To show you that, although 
not all Scripture is written 
directly to us, it is all for us.  
Space in the Bible is pre-
cious, and every single thing 
that God has decided to 
place in His Word has been 
put there for a reason.  It is 
part of an integrated whole 
from the mind of Christ that has been revealed to us 
and preserved for all time.  We may not understand it 
all, but we do well to expose ourselves to it and to 
ponder it deeply.   

It is this third point that comes to mind as we begin this 
month’s devotions.  Before we return to our study in Acts,  
we begin with a few lessons from the Book of Leviticus.  
Although we are only going to read selected chapters at 
two points in this month, I want you to see what a rich 
source of truth it is, and how much it undergirds New Tes-
tament truth.  May I remind you, “All Scripture is God-
breathed, and is profitable. . .”   

 

Kevin Redig 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 



Lessons from Leviticus 
Wednesday August 1:  Read Exodus 19 

Your background with respect to the book of Leviticus 
likely falls into one of two categories:  You know it has to 
do with Jewish rules and regulations but you don’t know 
much else about it, or you have tried to wade through it 
and gotten lost in the detail.  Let me organize the opening 
few chapters for you.  We begin by going back to Exodus 
19.  God has brought His people out of bondage in Egypt 
to Mt. Sinai.  Although they are technically a nation at this 
point, they are one without a home or much history.   

So one of the things that God does at Sinai is make clear 
the special relationship He anticipates between Himself 
and His redeemed people:  

 “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the 
children of Israel:  You have seen what I did to the  

Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles wings and 
brought you to Myself.  Now therefore, if you will  

indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you 
shall be a special treasure to Me above all people;  

for all the earth is Mine.  And you shall be to Me  
a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”  Exodus 19:4-6   

And here is how the people responded,  
All that the Lord has spoken we will do.  Verse 8 

Over the course of time, God revealed to His people, 
through Moses, a very unusual charter for this newly- 
formed nation.  We call it the Mosaic Law.  It was much 
more of a spiritual charter than you would find in the  
governing documents of other nations at the time.  Why?  
God was to be the head of this nation, and they were to 
be to Him a kingdom of priests and a holy nation—His 
treasured possession.  From this backdrop, we are ready 
to move into the book of Leviticus.   
 



Lessons from Leviticus 
Thursday August 2:  Read Leviticus 

We saw in Exodus 19 that the people said, “All that the 
Lord has spoken we will do.”  And now in Leviticus Chap-
ter 1, we are going to start to get the Lord’s specifics:   

The Lord called to Moses. . .saying, “Speak to  
the children of Israel and say to them. . .”  Verses 1-2   

This voice came to Moses from the Tabernacle, a physical 
location from which the people of God were to know God 
was with them.  What begins is guidance on how the peo-
ple were to offer sacrifices to God.  Of course, sacrifices 
had been offered to God as early as Genesis Chapter 4, 
but what we have now are very specific guidelines on how 
five different categories of sacrifice were to be offered to 
God—three of which were voluntary and two compulsory.   

Why the specific guidance?  First, every one of these sac-
rifices were a type of the Lord Jesus Christ.  What that 
means is that each one illustrated some aspect of the per-
son and work of Christ.  In short, these sacrifices pointed 
to the One who was to come.  For the Jews, it was a chal-
lenge to place the truths they were learning into the con-
text of a Messiah to come.  Since we have the benefit of 
hindsight, it is much easier for us to make the connection 
between the illustration and its fulfillment in Christ.   

Before we consider the first of the offerings, the burnt of-
fering, let me close today by drawing your attention to 
one more truth.  Again, understand that in Verses 1-2, the 
Lord told Moses to “Speak to the children of Israel. . .”   

What we have is God speaking to man—divine revelation.  
As is always the case, we would have no way of knowing 
what is in the mind of God apart from His speaking to us.  
And that’s what makes it worthwhile to spend some time 
in the book of Leviticus—to listen to what He has to say! 



Lessons from Leviticus 
Friday August 3:  Read Psalm 32 

We read yesterday of the first of the freewill or voluntary 
offerings, simply referred to as the burnt offering.  Note:   
 The offering was to be without blemish or defect—a 

type of the sinless perfection of our Lord.   
 The one offering the sacrifice was to put his hand on 

the animal’s head, that it would be:  
. . .accepted on his behalf to make atonement for him. 

Leviticus 1:4  

This gesture symbolized the transfer of the sins from the 
one offering the sacrifice to the innocent animal.  Again, a 
type of Christ bearing our sin. (I Peter 2:2)  The concept is 
further developed in today’s reading:   

Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin 
is covered.  Blessed is the man to whom the Lord does 

not impute iniquity. . .  Psalm 32:1-2  

The idea of atonement is to cover.  The Blood of Christ 
covered or removed our sin from the sight of God.  The 
burnt offering is likely first in the list because it was to be 
the most frequent sacrifice—every morning, every eve-
ning, every Sabbath, the first of every month, and special 
feast days.  Imagine the time and labor and the sheer 
magnitude of the effort involved in the offering of sacri-
fices on behalf of an entire nation as they sought forgive-
ness for sin—all pointing to the work of the coming Mes-
siah.  Consider how great a high priest is Jesus Christ:   

But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice  
for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God,  

from that time waiting till His enemies  
are made His footstool.  Hebrews 10:13-14    

He sat down because His work was finished—one sacrifice 
for all men and all time!   



Lessons from Leviticus 
Monday August 6:  Read Leviticus 2 

Chapter 2 speaks of a second offering—the grain offering.  
Again, the words, “When anyone offers. . . (Verse 1), tell 
us that this too was a freewill offering.  A full understand-
ing of the grain offering is beyond the scope of our devo-
tional, but I trust you will be blessed by these insights: 

 Verse 4 speaks of the grain offering, when baked in 
the oven, being of unleavened cakes.  The translitera-
tion of the Hebrew is matzoh.  You will find this same 
word throughout our reading in Chapter 2, as well as 
part of the prescription for celebrating the Passover.   

 This matzoh bread was to be without leaven.  The ab-
sence of leaven speaks of removing that which fer-
ments—sin.  Again we have a type of the sinless Christ.   

 Consider the specifications for the appearance of the 
matzoh as contained in the rabbinical code:  It is to be 
unleavened, have stripes, and be pierced with holes.  

Do you see how this sacrifice offered so often, year after 
year, spoke of the coming Messiah?  And not just Scriptur-
ally, but even enmeshed with tradition.  For this simplest 
of breads points to Jesus as the Bread of Life  (John 6:35) 
for all mankind.  It points to the One who was “pierced for 
our transgressions. . ., crushed for our iniquities,. . .by His 
stripes we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:5)   

Are you starting to see why God was so specific with His 
instructions regarding the sacrificial system that was con-
tained in the Mosaic Law?  So many of the details spoke 
of the Anointed One, the Messiah to come.  God wanted 
His people to have hearts prepared to recognize the Mes-
siah when He did come!    

Now you can see a real example of how religion blinds 
man to the message of God!  



Lessons from Leviticus 
Tuesday August 7:  Read Leviticus 3 

Today’s reading covers the third and final of the freewill 
offerings—the peace offering.  We are just scratching the 
surface on the rich content associated with the offerings 
prescribed by God under the Mosaic Law, but already we 
should be able to see how much God is teaching His peo-
ple about the Messiah to come!  For the Messiah is going 
to be an atonement for the sin of the people (burnt offer-
ing) and the sinless Messiah will be pierced for our trans-
gressions and by His stripes we will be healed (grain offer-
ing).  Today we see that the Messiah is the one who will 
establish peace between God and man.   

How important this is, for the sin of man has placed him 
at odds with his holy Creator and has made him an object 
of God’s wrath.  In the peace offering we see once again 
an offering without blemish (sin), the laying of hands on 
the offering indicating the transfer of sin and guilt, and 
the death of an innocent animal.  For without the shed-
ding of blood there is no remission of sin. (Hebrews 9:22)   

Picture a people called upon to offer sacrifices for atone-
ment, for sin, and for peace.  Year in and year out they 
offered these sacrifices in preparation for the One who 
was to come.  Think of the big picture message of atone-
ment, payment for sin, and reconciliation that has been 
reinforced month after month and year after year.  What 
more could God have done to prepare His people for the 
sending of His Son?  Do not be surprised at the hard-
hearted nature of your friend or neighbor as you try to 
share the good news of the Gospel, for unbelief is a hard 
obstacle to overcome.  Then, as now, as the light of who 
Jesus is and what He has done dawns, there will always 
be those who respond by faith—to His glory and their 
eternal salvation! 
 



Returning to Acts 
Wednesday August 8:  Read Acts 2:22‐41 

As we return to our reading in the Book of Acts, you are 
no doubt surprised to see us return to Chapter 2.  The 
reason for returning is simple, any sermon that ends with 
these words is worthy of a closer look: 

 Those who accepted his message were baptized,  
and about three thousand were added  
to their number that day.  Verse 41 

For this reason, over the course of the next several days 
we will ponder a number of lessons that can be gleaned 
from Acts 2.  Our first lesson is:  

You can learn everything you need to know  
about repentance from seeing a real-life example  

right at the beginning of the Church!   

Peter has been hitting them hard with who Jesus is:   
. . .a man accredited by God to you by  

miraculous wonders and signs   Verse 22 

God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are  
all witness of the fact   Verse 32 

Exalted  to the right hand of God, He has received  
from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has 
poured out what you now see and hear.  Verse 33 

Now look at what follows:   
When the people heard this they were cut to the heart  

and said to Peter and the other apostles,  
“Brothers, what shall we do!“  Verse 37  

Peter’s response in Verse 38 begins with the word Repent. 
Ask yourself, what does Peter want them to do when he 
tells them to repent?  



Returning to Acts 
Wednesday August 8:  Read Acts 2:22‐41 

(Continued) 

Unfortunately, this word has, by many, been distorted to 
mean something like stop your sinning.  This is a very 
strange meaning for a compound word which means 
change your mind.   

So let’s ask ourselves, does Peter mention sin anywhere in 
his message?  Just one place when he speaks of the sin of 
putting God’s Anointed One to death on the cross.  What 
was it that caused the people to be cut to the heart?  It 
was their realization that they had crucified their Messiah.  
When Peter told them to repent, did he want them to 
clean up their lives?  No, he wanted them to change their 
minds about who Jesus was.  About 3000 did at that very 
time, and the church was off and running!   

This is exactly the same kind of repentance we need in 
our day—a change of mind about who Jesus is, and what 
He actually accomplished at the cross! 
 



Returning to Acts 
Thursday August 9:  Acts 19:11‐22 

The concept of repentance will come up many more times 
in the book of Acts, so let’s make an effort to correctly un-
derstand its role in salvation.  Simply stated, repentance is 
correctly interpreted when we understand it to be the 
change of mind that occurs when people see themselves 
as sinners before a holy God in need of a Savior.  This, in 
turn, sets them up to believe in the Savior that God has 
provided—the Lord Jesus Christ.   

Now the attack on this view of repentance is that it con-
dones sin in the life of the believer and, therefore, in the 
Church.  That’s rubbish!  This view just puts things in the 
proper order as we can see in today’s reading.   

So there is a second lesson that we can learn from the 
start of the Church in Acts 2, and seen often in its early 
days.  Look at what happens when: 

. . .the name of the Lord Jesus is held in high honor:  
Many of those who believed now came and openly  

confessed their evil deeds.  A number who had practiced 
sorcery brought their scrolls together and burned them 

publicly.  Verses 18-19   

Notice first there was belief and then turning from sin.  
That’s God’s order.  For to ask a lost person to turn from 
their sins as a condition of salvation is a grievous error on 
two counts.  First, it is to ask a spiritually dead person to 
do something they can neither fully understand nor ac-
complish from a fallen source.  Second, it is to add a com-
ponent of works-based salvation and God clearly declares 
that salvation is apart from works. (Ephesians 2:9)  No, the 
proper order is faith that leads to becoming a new crea-
tion in Christ (II Corinthians 5:17) and then, this newly cre-
ated child of God can turn from sin, one aspect at a time, 
as the Holy Spirit reveals and convicts.   



Returning to Acts 
Friday August 10:  Read I Corinthians 15:1‐20 

The Church started with the following message:  
This man was handed over to you by God’s set purpose 

and foreknowledge; and you with the help of wicked 
men, put Him to death by nailing Him to the cross.  

But God raised Him from the dead. . .God has made this 
Jesus whom you crucified both Lord and Christ. 

Acts 2:23-24, 36   

Years later Paul summarizes the Gospel as follows: 
 By this Gospel you are saved. . .Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, and He was buried, that He 
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 
and that He appeared to . . .more than 500 of the brothers 

at the same time. . .  I Corinthians 15:2-6   

The message of the Gospel is centered solely in the per-
son and work of Christ and it doesn’t matter if it is at the 
start of the Church, after decades, or even centuries later.  
The response that God is looking for on the part of man is 
faith in the salvation He has provided through His Son.  
Should a man ask:  

Sirs, what must I do to be saved?  Acts 16:30  

Continued on the next page. 



Returning to Acts 
Friday August 10:  Read I Corinthians 15:1‐20 

(Continued) 
It doesn’t matter if it is the words of Jesus to Nicodemus 
(John 3:14-15), or Paul to the Philippian jailor, the answer 
—the means by which lost mankind receives the salvation 
that God has provided—is to:  

Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you  
will be saved. . .  Acts 16:31   

Now I remind you of all this for one reason, we need to 
address an issue facing the Church in our day—an issue 
that is of great import to our role as Christ’s ambassadors!   
A simple statement of the issue is this: 

 Is this Gospel message still relevant in our day? 

If you listen to famous Christian speakers or read their 
books, you are going to be exposed to a message that 
goes something like this:  

 The message from Acts 2 is 2000 years old;  
it was preached to the Jews in Palestine—a specific 
people in a geographically small area; it involves  

historical events from which we are isolated;  
what we need now is a culturally and socially relevant 
message that will connect with the felt needs of our 
day—in short, the Gospel needs to be contextualized  
so that it will connect with people where they are at.   

Many voices in our day are saying the problem with Chris-
tianity is that it is irrelevant.  Recent reports indicate that 
over 50% of Millennials and Gen X’ers have not been to 
church in the past six months.  Therefore, we must 
change the message to reach them!  Well, what do you 
think?  Is the Gospel message of Acts, the message by 
which the Church was established and grew, still relevant 
in our day?  



Returning to Acts 
Monday August 13:  Read Acts 17:16‐34 

If you are going to be a witness for Christ—His ambassa-
dor—you had better know the message which you are 
called to communicate to the inhabitants of this lost 
world!  Do we need, as 
many claim, to update 
the Gospel to make it 
culturally relevant to 
those who so desper-
ately need to hear it?  
Let me restate the is-
sue this way:  You 
have a grandchild or 
great-grandchild who 
seems to have behav-
iors and thought proc-
esses much different 
than yours, do they need an updated version of the Gos-
pel in order to be saved?  Do you see why this is such a 
weighty  and important question?   

Listen, we have tried making the message of Christianity 
more culturally relevant.  The culture of the world told us 
the Biblical account of creation has been disproved by 
evolution and the big bang theory and so we gave away 
the foundation of the Bible.  We have been told by both 
the world and those Christian leaders with name recogni-
tion that customers (lost people) need to see the Gospel 
as a product.  We need to view the pastor as a CEO and 
the Church as a business!  So, naturally for the world the 
Gospel needs to be re-invented and repackaged on a 
regular basis in order to maintain market-share.  Lately, 
we have been told the Church needs to embrace the sex-
ual norms of our day in order to remain relevant.   

Continued on the next page. 



Returning to Acts 
Monday August 13:  Read Acts 17:16‐34 

(Continued) 
Let’s cut to the heart of the matter and see what Paul did 
when confronting the intellectual elite of His day.  He told 
this group of sophisticated intellectuals: 

 For He  (God) has set a day when He will judge the world 
with justice by the Man He has appointed.  He has given 

proof of this to all men by raising Him (Jesus) 
 from the dead.  Acts 17:31  

Paul is  relying on a truth the Bible makes abundantly clear:  
. . .it is appointed for men to die once, but after this  

the judgment. . .  Hebrews 9:7 

Do you want proof?  The fact of the resurrection is that 
proof!  Paul completely bypassed the philosophical prefer-
ences of his listening audience—even offended some in 
the process—but he made sure the truth of God’s saving 
grace was proclaimed.  Why would we ever think we need 
to do otherwise?   



Returning to Acts 
Tuesday August 14:  Read I Timothy 2 

Following the thought developed in yesterday’s devo-
tional, here is a principle for us to consider in the debate 
over cultural relevance:   

Do not go to spiritually dead people to find out  
what’s culturally relevant regarding salvation,  

go to the author of salvation.   

Here is what God, through His word, says is relevant in 
our day:   

 God, the creator of all things, is holy and lives in unap-
proachable light.  (I Timothy 6:16) 

 Man is not any of these things.  Although made in the 
image and likeness of God, man rebelled and lives as 
an enemy of God—a mangled likeness of what he was 
meant to be.   

 Unless something is done to fix this condition, mankind 
will spend eternity separate from his or her Creator.  

 God has anointed one mediator between God and 
man—the Lord Jesus Christ.  (I Timothy 2:5-6)  As the 
one chosen by God, He is the one and only way 
whereby mankind might be redeemed from his or her 
lost estate.   
Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other 
name (person and work) under heaven given among men 

by which we must be saved.  Acts 4:12   

 The salvation available through this one Savior is a gift 
from God, and available to each and every person who 
will place his or her faith in who Jesus is and what He 
accomplished on the cross.  (Romans 6:23)  

Continued on the next page. 



Returning to Acts 
Tuesday August 14:  Read I Timothy 2 

(Continued) 
 As for the issue of culture, the blood of Christ:  

. . .purchased men for God from every tribe  
and language and people and nation. Revelation 5:9  

Are you still with me?  The Gospel centered in Jesus Christ 
is the only culturally relevant message for mankind.  We 
need to keep our hands off!  For we do not need to 
change it to make it more relevant to our culture.  It al-
ready is the ultimate in relevance!  What we do need to 
do is to understand the message as deeply as possible 
and then convey the message as clearly as possible to 
those who need it.  Can you imagine questioning whether 
a life preserver is culturally relevant to a drowning man?   

Know the truth from God’s perspective, communicate that 
truth, and leave it to the Holy Spirit to convict a confused 
heart.  Don’t get distracted by noise about cultural rele-
vance from lost or confused people! 



Returning to Acts 
Wednesday August 15:  Read Acts 3 

As we have just finished discussing, we have a timeless 
and culturally relevant message to proclaim.  And now in 
Chapter 3 we see a miracle of restoration.   

By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see 
and know was made strong.  Verse 16  

Marvelous as it is, the physical healing of this crippled  
individual is of minor consequence in comparison to the 
spiritual healing—the remission of sins.  

 You killed the author of life, but God  
raised Him from the dead. . .Repent, then  

(change your mind about who Jesus was)  
and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, 
that times of refreshing may come from the Lord. . . 

 Acts 3:15, 19   

As Chapter 2 closed, we saw:  
And the Lord added to their number daily those  

who were being saved.  Acts 2:47   

Now Chapter 3 begins with a miraculous healing, and we 
know the apostles are boldly proclaiming a culturally rele-
vant message.  What could go wrong?   With all this going 
for it, we should certainly expect the Church to take off!  
It is going to, but it is also going to attract what the 
psalmist wrote of, what the prophets predicted for it, what 
Jesus prepared His disciples for, and the historical record 
is now going to prove.  Specifically, the Gospel truth is go-
ing to bring persecution.  Mark it down, in a fallen world 
ruled by Satan, a truly relevant message of salvation is 
going to provoke a response.  And, the greater the re-
sponse, the more likely it is that persecution will follow.   

We’ll see exactly this happen as we move into Chapter 4 
tomorrow.  



Returning to Acts 
Thursday August 16:  Read Acts 4:1‐12 

I mentioned yesterday that Jesus prepared His disciples 
for the response they were going to get from this world,  
Here is His warning: 

  “If the world hates you, keep in mind it hated Me first.  
No servant is greater than his master.   

If they persecuted Me, they will persecute you also.”  
John 15:18-20 

Now we see the history of the early Church prove Him 
right starting in Acts 4:1-4:   

They seized Peter and John. . .and put them in jail 
until the next day.   

This situation brings some questions to mind.  The first is: 
“Did this persecution stop the Church?”  On the contrary: 

But many who heard 
the message believed, 

and the number of men 
grew to about five  
thousand.  Verse 4 

This is a perfect illustration 
of the promise of Matthew 
16:18, for the “gates of 
Hades shall not overcome” 
the Church that is 
grounded upon the person 
and work of Christ!  And 
here is a very important 
second question—why?  
Why would a truly relevant 
message of salvation pro-
voke such a response?   



Returning to Acts 
Thursday August 16:  Read Acts 4:1‐12 

(Continued) 
For this is a message that allows lost people—those es-
tranged from God with a destiny in the Lake of Fire—to 
find reconciliation and to change their eternal destiny to 
one of heaven.  This is a message that is truly relevant in 
that it applies to all people of all nations.  Why is there 
not great rejoicing and why do not all people embrace it?    

These are very good questions!  The answers include a 
recognition of the rebellious nature of lost man, and the 
spiritual warfare in which we are involved.  For now, it is 
simply important to recognize that persecution is always 
going to come with Gospel response.  Jesus prepared us 
for it, and the historical record of the entire book of Acts 
is going to prove it to us.   

If we are not prepared for it, we can very easily lose sight 
of our calling to be witnesses for Christ, especially in the 
face of persecution!  We’ll develop this topic further over 
the course of the next few days. 



Returning to Acts 
Friday August 17:  Read Acts 5:12‐33 

So let’s try to more fully understand the perplexing ques-
tion, “Why in the world would the good news of salvation 
attract persecution?”  Let me suggest a few reasons over 
the next days.  The first reason can be found right in to-
day’s reading.  As Peter and the others ministered the 
Gospel message of faith in Christ, and God attested to it 
by many signs and wonders,  

 . . .more and more men and women believed in the Lord 
and were added to their number.  Verse 14   

Note the sole and simple means by which you were added 
to the Church—believing in the Lord.  Now look at the re-
sponse of the religious establishment: 

 Then the high priest and all his associates,  
who were members of the party of the Sadducees,  

were filled with jealousy.  Acts 5:17  

 



Returning to Acts 
Friday August 17:  Read Acts 5:12‐33 

(Continued) 
The power, prestige, and material prosperity of the  
religious crowd are threatened by the message of the Gos-
pel.  This is neither the first, nor the last time that jeal-
ousy or envy has led to persecution:   

For he (Pilate) knew that it 
was out of envy that they 

had handed Jesus over to him.  
Matthew 27:18 

When the Jews saw the 
crowds, they were filled  

with jealousy and talked 
abusively against  

what Paul was saying.   
Acts 13:45  

And perhaps the most telling example of the phoniness of 
religious zeal is in Acts 19:  

There is danger not only that our trade will lose its  
good name, but also that the temple of the great  

goddess Artemis will be discredited. . .and the world will 
be robbed of her divine majesty.  Acts 19:27  

Many are being saved in Ephesus through the preaching 
of Paul.  Yet, a silversmith named Demetrius starts a riot.  
Ostensibly, he is worried about the reputation of Artemis, 
when in realty his phony zeal is a cover for the risk to his 
pocketbook.  Power, prestige, money—religion stands to 
lose all three in the face of the Gospel.  Expect a negative 
reaction to this threat—even in our day! 

 

 



Returning to Acts 
Monday August 20:  Read Acts 17 

Yesterday we saw how Christians can undergo persecu-
tion at the hands of the religious establishment—anything 
from Islam and Buddhism to something closer to Christi-
anity (think Spanish inquisition).  Let me give you two 
more reasons for persecution.  First, in Acts 17, Paul is in 
Athens and attempting to engage the intellectual elite of 
his day.  Here is a snapshot of their response:   

A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began  
to dispute with him.  Some of them asked,  

“What is this babbler trying to say?”  Acts 17:18  
When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, 

some of them sneered. . .  Acts 17:32  
You see the message of the cross is foolishness to those 

who are perishing.  I Corinthians 1:18  

Second, some simply sneer, others take it much further.  
Consider how fallen culture persecutes the righteous:   

For you have spent enough time in the past doing what 
pagans choose to do—living in debauchery, lust,  

drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. 
They think it strange that you do not plunge with them 

into the same flood of dissipation, and they heap  
abuse on you.  I Peter 4:3-4  

So despite the overwhelming nature of the good news of 
the Gospel, we should expect persecution to come from 
any or all of the following: the religious (political) estab-
lishment, the intellectual establishment, and the culture 
(society).  I tell you this so you are ready for the tremen-
dous pressure brought to bear in an effort to change the 
message!  “If you Christians would just be more inclusive, 
tolerant, modern in your thinking. . .”  Should we listen to 
these voices which seek to make the Gospel more palat-
able?  What do you think after our study in Acts? 
 



Returning to Acts 
Tuesday August 21:  Read Acts 4:12‐36 

Let’s begin today with the question with which we closed 
yesterday, “Should we listen to these voices which seek to 
make the Gospel more palatable?”   

The early Church faced this very same question—let’s see 
how they handled it.  In the first part of Chapter 4, we 
have Peter and John being questioned by the religious es-
tablishment.  Don’t underestimate for a minute the tre-
mendous pressure being brought to bear upon Peter and 
John, for the text tells us that both Annas and Caiaphas 
were in attendance—the very same men behind the arrest 
and illegal trial of Jesus.  Do the apostles soften the mes-
sage, even temporarily, to save themselves?  Not in the 
least, instead they quote Scripture:   

The stone you builders rejected  
(the Lord Jesus Christ) has become the capstone  

(the One anointed by God to bring salvation)  Psalm 118:22-23 

Then they go on to boldly declare a truth we should all 
have memorized:  

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other 
Name under heaven given to men by which  

we must be saved.  Acts 4:12 

   Continued on the next page. 



Returning to Acts 
Tuesday August 21:  Read Acts 4:12‐36 

(Continued) 
Salvation is found in no person and no work other than 
that of the Lord Jesus Christ!  This is the kind of exclusive 
claim that draws the ire of the world.  Count on it!   

Note that the religious establishment tells Peter and John 
to cease preaching in the name of Jesus.  Their response: 

 Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God’s sight to 
obey you rather than God.  For we cannot help speaking 

about what we have seen and heard.  Acts 4:20    

Naturally, the religious crowd issues threats against the 
disciples.  Also note their response to these threats.  The 
disciples gathered with the growing church and prayed: 

 Lord consider their threats and enable your servants  
to speak Your word with great boldness. . .  

After they prayed, the place where they were meeting 
was shaken.  And they were all filled with the Holy 

Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 
Acts 4:29-31   

I think this decisively answers the question we have been 
pondering.  Might we too be so bold in our witness!  



Returning to Acts 
Wednesday August 22:  Read Ephesians 6:10‐24 
We have seen that the Gospel message is going to draw 
fire from at least three sources: religion, the intellectual 
elite, and the culture.  Given the fact that the Gospel is 
such good news about how lost man can be saved from 
eternal death, why this depth of the resistance?  We can 
see it is a threat to the power that religion holds over peo-
ple, it is too simple for the elite, and threatens the baser 
aspects of our culture.  But surely there must be another  
reason why the persecution can so often be violent and 
unreasoning?  It turns out there is, and we can find it in 
today’s reading.  Verse 12 tells us that our struggle is: 

 . . .not against flesh and blood. . .  

In other words, our struggle is not ultimately against relig-
ion, the intellectual elite, and society!  No, our struggle is: 

 . . .against the powers of this dark world and against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  

Ephesians 6:12   

You see, we know that: 
 . . .the whole world is under the control of the evil one.  

I John 5:19   

Satan has a demonic host that constitutes the spiritual 
forces of evil behind false religion, intellectual pride, and 
the culture.  Now you know why the persecution of the 
Gospel can be so vehement and so unreasoning!  For  
Satan is not only vehemently opposed to everything that 
God is doing, he also does not want to lose the subjects 
of his domain—the lost people of this world.  Every time a 
person turns to the Gospel in faith, Satan loses a subject 
to the Kingdom of our Lord and Savior.  (Colossians 1:13)  
What a glorious calling we have to be engaged in such a 
rescue operation—rescuing the perishing from the domin-
ion of darkness into the Kingdom of Jesus Christ! 
 



Returning to Acts 
Thursday August 23:  Read II Timothy 3 

Suppose that you understand what we have been cover-
ing the past few days, but you decide that you don’t want 
to bring on the persecution that goes with sharing the 
Gospel.  You think you’ll just live a good life and leave the 
spreading of the Gospel to others.  In other words, you 
decide to check out of the call to be a witness to Christ. 
(Acts 1:8)  We make two mistakes if we try to avoid the 
persecution that goes with being a Gospel witness by be-
ing quiet  The first mistake is found in today’s reading.   

In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in  
Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil men and  

impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving  
and being deceived.  II Timothy 3:12   

Keeping your mouth closed with respect to the Gospel is 
not enough to keep persecution from finding you.  Just 
living consistent with who and what you are in Christ is 
enough to draw the ire of those who have made satisfying 
the flesh a way of life.  They don’t appreciate you drawing 
attention to their choices through the distinction of a life 
lived differently.  So now you have another choice to 
make!  Are you going to choose not only to be a silent 
Christian, but also to be a carnal Christian in order to 
avoid persecution?  At some point, we should all be think-
ing, “Perish the thought!”   

Here is the second mistake to avoid tucked away in the 
book of Philemon:   

I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith,  
so that you will have a full understanding of every 

good thing we have in Christ.  Philemon 1:6 

If you are going to be persecuted either way, why not live 
for Christ and share the good news of His free gift of salva-
tion.  You may be persecuted, but also blessed for eternity! 
 



Lessons from Leviticus 
Friday August 24:  Read Leviticus 4 

Thus far in our reading of Leviticus, we have covered the 
three voluntary offerings:  the burnt offering, grain offer-
ing, and peace offering.  As we return to our reading, we 
now come to the first of two required offerings—the Sin 
Offering!  For a portion of the Bible that is rarely read, we 
are going to see some startling connections. 

First, did you note the categories of people that are cov-
ered by this chapter?  We have the priest, the congrega-
tion of Israel, a leader in Israel, and one of the rank and 
file.  In short, everyone is included when it comes to the 
issue of sin.  Why is that the case?  We can’t help but be 
reminded of Romans 3:10 and 23:  

 There is no one righteous, not even one. . . 
for all have sinned and fall  

short of the glory of God.   

Second, did you note this chapter is dealing with the con-
cept of unintentional sin?  You might expect God to start 
with intentional sin—which we must acknowledge we have 
all committed.  Why does He start with unintentional?  In 
fact, some might even be tempted to think, “Hey, it was 
accidental, I didn’t mean to do it.  So, surely I should be 
cut some slack on this unintentional sin!”   

Let me suggest a reason God starts here.  He is holy!  All 
sin is an affront to a holy God, all sin defiles man.  All sin, 
even unintentional sin, needs to be addressed if we are 
going to be able to stand before, and have fellowship 
with, a holy God!  God takes the matter of our sin seri-
ously, and, no doubt, He wants us to do so as well.   

We will be taking our sin seriously as we understand, from  
our study of Leviticus, that all have sinned, and all stand 
in judgment before a holy God.   
 



Lessons from Leviticus 
Monday August 27:  Read Hebrews 9 

All have sinned and stand in judgment before a holy God.  
That’s how we closed Friday’s devotional.  This sounds 
like a hopeless situation.  It is certainly not a situation that 
we can do anything about.  But God has done something 
about it—that’s what the sin offering is all about.   

I trust you are asking yourself, “How so?  What has God 
done?”  Three things for your consideration as today’s de-
votional:  

 Did you notice how “bloody” is this whole chapter?  
The blood of the animal sacrifice is collected, it is 
sprinkled, wiped and poured out in the Tabernacle.  
This is a vivid portrayal of the truth of Hebrews 9:22: 

 In fact, the law requires that nearly everything  
be cleansed with blood, and without the  

shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.   

 The unblemished (innocent) animal is brought to the 
Tabernacle, hands are laid on the innocent, symboliz-
ing the trans-
fer of sin 
from the 
guilty to the 
innocent.  
The innocent 
animal dies in 
judgment for 
all the trans-
ferred sin.   

 

 



Lessons from Leviticus 
Monday August 27:  Read Hebrews 9 

(Continued) 
 Friday we read, repeated over and over, in Leviticus 4 

this phrase: 
 So the priest shall make atonement for him  

concerning his sin, and it shall  
be forgiven him.  Leviticus 4:26 

So the shedding of blood atones, or covers, the sin of the 
guilty and there is forgiveness.   

Are you seeing the connection to New Testament truth?  
Sin after sin, year after year, the Jews would have offered 
the Sin Offering to cover their sins and receive forgive-
ness.  Thus, year after year they would have been point-
ing towards and preparing their heart for the coming Mes-
siah.  How do I know this?  It was in today’s reading:  

But now He (Jesus Christ) has appeared  
once for all at the end of the ages  

to do away with sin by the sacrifice  
of Himself.  Hebrews 9:26  

Once for all. . .to do away with sin! 
 

 

 

 

 



Lessons from Leviticus 
Tuesday August 28:  Read Hebrews 10 

I want you to see a marvelous connection between the 
Old Testament sacrificial system and the coming of our 
Lord and Savior.  Notice Hebrews 10:11:  

Day after day every priest stands and performs  
his religious duties: again and again he offers the same 

sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 

Doesn’t this sound exactly like the picture Leviticus 4 
brings to mind?  The Tabernacle, and later the Temple, 
would have been a very busy place.  The priests would 
have been on their feet offering one sacrifice after an-
other to atone for the sins of a nation of sinful people.  
Now what about the phrase, which can never take away 
sins?  Two things to consider:   
 The word atonement means to cover—so the sins 

were covered.  But in the plan of God animal sacrifices 
were not a permanent solution to either committed 
sins or man’s sinful condition.   

 Although the sins were covered, the sacrifices for sin 
did nothing to deal with the source of sin—the fallen 
nature of man!  Now look at Verse 12 and 14: 

 But when this priest had offered for all time one  
sacrifice for sins, He sat down at the right of God 
. . .because by one sacrifice He made perfect forever 

 those who are being made holy. 

Have you noted the distinctions?  First, the one sacrifice 
of Christ on the cross dealt with all sin for all time.  Sec-
ond, Christ now sits where the Old Testament priests 
were always on their feet—for His work is finished!  Third, 
those who trust in Him, even though a work in progress, 
are said to be perfect!  That’s because He has completely 
dealt with the sin issue.  For in the Lord Jesus Christ there 
is remission of sins.  Hallelujah, what a Savior! 
 



Lessons from Leviticus 
Wednesday August 29:  Read Leviticus 5:1‐6:7 

Starting in the middle of Chapter 5 and on into Chapter 6 
we come to the fifth of the major offerings—the required-
Trespass Offering.  Like the Sin Offering, there is the 
death of an innocent animal for the sin of the individual, 
and there is the promise of atonement (covering) for the 
individual as the result of the sacrifice appropriately made.   

However there is a new component to this sacrifice, and 
that is the need to make reparations in an amount equal 
to 120% of the damage done.  Whereas the Sin Offering 
addresses the guilt associated with one’s sin, the Trespass 
Offering addresses the damage that sin does to others.   

The concept of the Trespass Offering directly confronts 
and contradicts the idea that is so prevalent in our day of 
so-called victimless crimes.  This is an erroneous concept 
for two reasons: 

 We are always the victim of the sin we commit, for sin 
in the life of the Christian breaks fellowship with God 
and compromises the ministry of the Holy Spirit within. 

 Then there is the damage done to others who are  
either involved directly with the sin or share in its  
consequences.   

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Leviticus 
Wednesday August 29:  Read Leviticus 5:1‐6:7 

(Continued) 
Let me suggest a point of application from what we have 
learned about the Trespass Offering.  Of course, all sin is 
against God and damages our relationship with Him.  This 
is the vertical aspect of our spiritual lives, and requires 
confession of sin, wherein we trust in the work of the 
cross to have adequately paid for our sin. (I John 1:9)  But 
then there is also the  horizontal aspect of our spiritual 
lives—our relationships with one another.  What do we do 
in these cases?  Although we are no longer under the  
Mosaic Law, we do well to consider an apology for a harsh 
or unkind word or whatever other kind of restitution that 
might be appropriate in order to restore that which has 
been damaged horizontally.   

Apparently, God wants us to pay attention to both the 
vertical and the horizontal. 



Return to Acts 
Thursday August 30:  Read Acts 5:1‐11 

Although short, our reading today raises many questions!  
Let’s answer two today:  

 What was the sin of Ananias and Sapphira?    

 Why were the consequences for this sin so extreme?   

The sin is relatively simple to extract.  In Acts 4:36-37, 
Barnabas sold a piece of property and gave the proceeds 
to the Apostles in order to meet the needs of the growing 
church.  Apparently, the deed was well known and 
brought Barnabas acclaim.   

Ananias and Sapphira followed the example of Barnabas 
and others when they too sold a piece of land and do-
nated the proceeds.  However, there was a catch in their 
gift, which no one would have known if God hadn’t 
brought it to light.   

Continued on the next page. 

 



Return to Acts 
Thursday August 30:  Read Acts 5:1‐11 

(Continued) 
For they were double-minded in their behavior.  They 
acted like they had given the entire proceeds of the sale, 
while they actually retained some of those proceeds for 
their own use.  Presumably they too would receive the ac-
claim that Barnabas had received, while keeping some of 
their treasure.   

It is important to note that there was no requirement to 
give all of the money.  They could have given any portion 
they chose.  Their sin was that both participated in a de-
ception—“We gave it all!”—while actually holding some 
back.  That’s why Peter asked why they would “lie to the 
Holy Spirit.” (Verse 3)  Do you think the Holy Spirit was 
fooled for a moment? 

Now why is this of such import that God put these two to 
death?  We just have room for a short answer today.  
Look back at Acts 3:32:  

 All the believers were one in heart and mind.  

This is what Paul calls... 
 the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.   

Ephesians 4:3  

This is what the Church is supposed to be like.  Now over-
lay the thinking of Ananias and Sapphira with the one 
heart and mind that was the status quo in the Church!  It 
is in complete discord!  It is earthly thinking, double-
mindedness, a weakness that Satan could exploit.  It is 
incompatible with the function of a body of which Christ is 
at the head.   

So what does God do?  He draws attention to the disconti-
nuity in a most dramatic fashion.  As you can imagine, 
there is still much more to be learned.   



Return to Acts 
Friday August 31:  Read Habakkuk 2 

Almost every Christian knows you cannot serve two mas-
ters as Jesus advised in the Sermon on the Mount:  

“No one can serve two masters.  Either he will hate the 
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one 

and despise the other.  You cannot serve  
both God and money.”  Matthew 6:24  

Yet, at some point, almost every Christian tries—as did 
Ananias and Sapphira!  Now when we try to have it both 
ways; thankfully, God does not usually put us to death.  If 
He did, Barnhouse’s observation would likely be true: 

 If this were true every time someone wanted to be 
thought more spiritual than they were:  

every church would have a morgue in the basement 
and an undertaker on pastoral staff! 

Why then such a strong reaction from God for something 
we have to acknowledge is a common failing?  Consider 
this very simple principle: What we are studying in Acts is 
not just about Church growth, it is not just about what the 
Spirit of God can do through the children of God; we are 
also meant to understand a principle from Habakkuk 2:20:  

. . .the Lord is in His holy temple; let all  
the earth be silent before Him. 

God really, really cares about His Church.  It is meant to 
be His masterpiece, and He wanted to let everyone know 
there are certain things He would not tolerate.  And, His 
actions had the desired response:  

 Great fear seized the whole church, and all who heard 
about these events.  Acts 5:11   

Of course it did!  And may we allow the Fear of the Lord 
to grab hold of us before He needs to reach into our lives 
to get our attention!   
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