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Daily Devotional 
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Foreword 
This month we have a few lessons to complete our study 
of the instruction that “all should know Me” which we be-
gan in Jeremiah 31, then we 
move to a study in the Book of 
Acts, complete our investiga-
tion of the profound in 
Jeremiah, and finish the month 
back in the Book of Acts.  As 
usual, our investigations will 
take us into many other chap-
ters of the Bible as well.    

Note this month’s quote on the 
cover of this booklet.  I think it 
reminds us of the reason be-
hind our daily Bible devotional 
studies, as well as the neces-
sary methodology.  We come to the Word because it con-
tains the things of God.   Then we need to set aside time 
to ponder them—to muse upon them.  For they come 
from the mind of an infinite God in order to reveal His 
thoughts, affections, and purposes to us.  As finite crea-
tures, we are not going to be able to understand all that 
has been given at a single reading.  Rather, we must 
muse daily to extract the richness that God has provided.  
It is at this point we have moved from a daily reading to a 
daily devotional—and that’s our goal.  

Towards that end and for His glory, 

 

Kevin Redig 
 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 



Lessons from Jeremiah 31 
Monday, July 2:  Read John 17 

As we turn our full attention to the idea of knowing Christ,  
I want you to see how widely spread is this worthy goal 
throughout the New Testament.  For example, in Peter’s 
second letter to the churches to which he ministered in 
Asia minor, he tells them to: 

 . . .grow in the grace and knowledge of our  
Lord Jesus Christ.  II Peter 3:18 

Now we should note that Peter makes clear he knows he 
is going to die shortly, 
and so his desire is to 
remind these precious 
believers of that which 
is most important.  
What is it that is occu-
pying his thoughts?  It 
is for the believers to 
grow in grace and 
knowledge!   

Then consider John 
17:3 where Jesus says:  

“Now this is eternal 
life, that they may 

know You  
the one true God and 

Jesus Christ whom 
you have sent.” 

Sometimes we think of 
eternal life as beginning at some point in the future and 
being synonymous with heaven.  This verse should really  

Continued on the next page. 

 



Lessons from Jeremiah 31 
Monday, July 2:  Read John 17 (Continued) 

grab our attention because it defines eternal life relation-
ally!  That means we can actually begin to experience 
eternal life now if we do what Peter wanted—grow in our 
knowledge of Christ.  Note that this isn’t learning more 
about Him, but knowing Him relationally through the min-
istry of the Holy Spirit and the Word.  In short, eternal life 
is not really about going somewhere, it’s about knowing 
Someone!   

Lastly, knowing Christ is the means by which we know the 
Father.   

“No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, 
who is at the Father’s side, has made Him known.”  

John 1:18  

Jesus is the One, and the only One, through whom we 
can know the Father and through whom the Father is re-
vealed to us.  There is just one more thing for us to do—
be as practical as possible and look at the specifics of how 
it is that we can grow in “knowing Christ.”  That will be 
our focus for tomorrow. 

 



Lessons from Jeremiah 31 
Tuesday, July 3:  Read Luke 10 

Let’s ask and answer the question: “How do we grow in 
knowing Christ?”  Consider the following points. 

 We come to know Him through His Word.   
Let the Word of Christ dwell richly within you. . . 

Colossians 3:16   

As we come to the Word of God, what I Corinthians 
2:16 calls the mind of Christ, we are to understand it 
to be His thoughts and His ways.  They are to dwell 
within, occupy our thinking, inform our viewpoint, and 
thereby bring us into relationship with Him.   

 We come to know Him as the Holy Spirit takes the 
Word of God and teaches our human spirit.  

 “And I will ask the Father, and He will give you  
another counselor to be with you forever—the Spirit of 
truth. . .the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 
my name, will teach you all things and will remind 
you of everything I have said to you.”  John 14:16, 24  

When Jesus ascended to heaven He did not leave His 
followers as orphans, but rather sent another and by 
that He meant another member of the Trinity, the 
Holy Spirit, to teach and guide.  The Spirit’s role is to 
point us to Christ and bring us into relationship with 
Him through the Word of God.    

 We come to know Him as we:  
. . .sit at the feet of Jesus, and listen to what  

He has to say.  Luke 10:38-42  

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Jeremiah 31 
Tuesday, July 3:  Read Luke 10 (Continued) 

I love this story of Mary and Martha.  It is so easy to iden-
tify with Martha and the way she was distracted by the 
demands of this life.  Yet, it is the behavior of Mary that is 
so compelling.  For she sat at the feet of Jesus, listening 
to what He had to say.  And Jesus said,  

“. . .Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not  
be taken from her.”  Luke 10:42   

Consider the physical ramifi-
cations of this narrative for 
just a minute.  In order to 
hear what Jesus has to say—
you have to physically go to 
His feet.  You have to go to 
a quiet place of study, open 
your Bible, and listen to the 
Lord.  You also have to set 
aside the cacophony that 
clamors for your attention 
and listen to what He has to 
say!  Here is the beauty of 
what was going on with 
Mary:  She was developing a 
personal oneness-of-nature kind of knowledge, which is 
very different than just knowing about Him.  When she 
looked to Jesus, in faith, she was saved, but it is this kind 
of steady gaze that is going to sanctify.  

We all with open face beholding as in a mirror the glory 
of the Lord, are changed into the same image from 
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

 II Corinthians 3:18  

We could stop here, but I would like to share one more 
pitfall to avoid.  We’ll look at that tomorrow.   



Lessons from Jeremiah 31 
Wednesday, July 4:  Read John 5 

When it comes to knowing Jesus, our reading for today 
tells us how we can go wrong.  We have to be very sensi-
tive to this because we can fool ourselves that we are do-
ing all the right things.  Look how Jesus responds to the 
Pharisees’ criticism that he healed on the Sabbath:  

 “. . .nor does His Word dwell in you, for you do not  
believe the One He sent.  You diligently study the  

Scriptures because you think that by them you  possess  
eternal life.  These are the Scriptures that testify about Me,  

yet you refuse to come to me to have life.”  Verses 38-40  

Pharisees, who studied the Word of God religiously, didn’t 
recognize Jesus and refused to come to Him in faith.  Is 
this a fulfillment of the New Covenant of Jeremiah 31:34? 

“. . .they will all know me from the least to the greatest.”  

Of course not!  Consider two things that went wrong: 

 You can make the Word of God a medium of scholar-
ship rather than a medium of relationship!  It is not 
how much we know, but Who we know.  We should 
see our time in the Word as God speaking to us, and 
then continuing the dialogue in prayer and meditation.   

 It is also possible to mistake human ability—skill in 
oration or charismatic leadership—for the still small 
voice of the Spirit. (I Kings 19:12)  When either of the 
above happen, here is what follows: We fall away from 
grace (Galatians 5:4), literally swerve off course.  Next, 
we try to establish ourselves before God by some sys-
tem of works (Galatians 4:9), as did the Pharisees,  
which is not the Christian Life.  We must choose to sit 
at the feet of Jesus, as Mary did, or swerve off course 
and miss the voice of the King of glory as He speaks to 
us.  Consider your choice carefully. 



Background on ACTS 
Thursday, July 5:  Read Ephesians 3 

The next New Testament book we are going to  
investigate is the Book of Acts.  It will give us an  

in-depth look at the beginning and early history of the 
Church.  You will be surprised to note that many  

of the challenges and attacks upon the Church really 
haven’t changed much over the past 2000 years.  Bear 
with me as we lay some groundwork during our first 

few days of reading, prior to beginning in Acts.   

We are going to start working our way through the book 
of Acts, and in doing so, our focus will be upon the 
Church—in particular, its establishment and spread.  How-
ever, before we start reading in Acts, we have quite a bit 
of groundwork to lay.  For example, today’s reading in 
Ephesians teaches us a number of things:   

For this reason, I Paul. . .if indeed you have heard of the 
dispensation of grace which was given to me for you. . . 
and to make all see the fellowship of the mystery, which 
from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God. 
. .that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made 

known by the Church.  Ephesians 3:8-11  



Background on ACTS 
Thursday, July 5:  Read Ephesians 3 (Continued) 

Consider the word mystery.  In Greek, the word means 
something that 
was hidden, but 
is now revealed.  
In other words, 
you won’t find 
prophecy about 
the Church in the 
Old Testament.  
Rather, as we will 
see in our read-
ings in the Book of Acts, it is going to be recorded in 
Chapter 2 that the Church is going to spring into existence 
suddenly.   

Then men like Paul and the other Apostles are going to 
have to teach the principles by which the Church is to 
function.  For the Church is not Israel, nor is it to operate 
under the Mosaic Law.  Note from our passage that the 
Church is not somehow God’s Plan B.  For it has been in 
the mind of God from the beginning of the ages, and is 
now being revealed.  Several closing thoughts for you:  

 The Church is God’s chosen instrument to accomplish 
His purposes during our particular time in history.   

 Israel’s rejection of their Messiah led to the insertion of 
the Church into God’s plan of redemption.   

 God is not done with Israel, but He has temporarily set 
His work with His chosen people aside.   

 The Church began suddenly at Pentecost, and I  
believe Scripture teaches it is going to end just as  
suddenly.  But that’s a lesson for another day! 



Background on ACTS 
Friday, July 6: Read Matthew 16 

In today’s reading, Jesus asked His disciples point-blank: 
“Who do you say I am?”  Verse 15  

Simon Peter answered for the group,  
You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.  Verse 16 

Peter’s answer makes it clear that he understood Jesus to 
be both divine (Son of the living God) and the One 
anointed by God as Savior (the Christ).  Peter has just 
born witness to the fact that he is a saved individual—one 
with eternal life.  He is saved by virtue of having placed 
his faith in who Jesus is and why He came, although the 
details of the latter are still very murky in Peter’s mind if 
you read ahead to Verses 21-23.   
 



Background on ACTS 
Friday, July 6: Read Matthew 16 (Continued) 

Now consider Jesus’ response to Peter’s firm testimony:  
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah  

(of course he is—salvation will do that for you),  
for this was not revealed to you by man,  

but by My Father in heaven  
(through the ministry of the Spirit for God  

is always the initiator in our coming to Him).   
And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock  

I will build My church, and the gates of Hades  
will not overcome it.”  Verses 17-18  

Study this dialogue carefully and you will see that the rock 
upon which Christ will build His Church is none other than 
an accurate testimony about who He is and why He came 
as the Son of God and Messiah!  Furthermore, the Church 
will fail to make an impact in this lost world when it  
deviates from this one foundation.  But when it holds fast, 
nothing shall overcome it.   

Let’s reinforce this concept 
by going to Chapter 3 of the 
book of I Corinthians.  Paul 
is talking about the Church 
being a building—a building 
with a singular foundation:   

For no one can lay any foundation  
other than the one already laid,  

which is Jesus Christ.  I Corinthians 3:11 

May this always be our testimony and our one foundation! 
 



Background on ACTS 
Monday, July 9: Read Matthew 28 

The Church is God’s mystery (and masterpiece) that has now 
been revealed and she has one foundation, the Lord  
Jesus Christ.  Today we have read about her commission.  

 “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,  
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you.”  Matthew 28:19:20   

Consider these observations as today’s devotional: 

 Do not miss the import of the word therefore.  It fol-
lows on the heels of a very clear statement by Jesus:   

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been  
given to me.  Therefore. . .”  Matthew 28:18 

This commissioning has come straight from the Lord 
of glory, the Creator of our material universe, and the 
Savior of mankind.  It comes right after He has de-
clared all authority is His!  With this emphasis, what-
ever follows must be of great import!  It is!  It is the 
commission given to the Church by its Head.  It is  
neither optional nor a suggestion.   



Background on ACTS 
Monday, July 9: Read Matthew 28 (Continued) 

 There is one imperative verb in Verses 19-20. There is 
one main action, given in the form of a command, and 
that is to make disciples!  We should see every other 
action as subordinate to this main verb.  In other 
words, if we are going to make disciples, we are going 
to have to go everywhere—from across the street to 
across the globe.  We are going to have to teach, and 
we are going to need a specific curriculum—the Word 
of God!   

 Then let’s not forget the verse that follows our Com-
mission.  For sometimes we feel like God has sent us 
out to make disciples all by our lonesome.  On the 
contrary: 

 “And surely I am with you always, to the  
very end of the age.”  Matthew 28:20b 

God has promised to go with us.  Oh, that we would learn 
to embrace and love our commission.   



Opening the Book of ACTS 
Tuesday, July 10:  Read Acts 1:1‐11  

Finally into the Book of Acts!  There should have been a 
great sense of excitement among the disciples about what 
God was going to do next.  There has been the concen-
trated teaching of the Upper-Room Discourse, the cross 
and resurrection, and talk of the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit.  And instead, what do they ask in Verse 6?  

 Lord, are you at this time going to restore the  
kingdom of Israel?  

They are looking backwards while God is in the midst of 
unfolding a new thing!  Let’s be ready for our great God 
to unfold His eternal plan of redemption as He sees fit!  
This is how Jesus redirects this question by His disciples.  
In essence He says, “Don’t worry about it—that is in the 
Father’s hand!  Instead, here are my instructions””   

 Be My witnesses.  We will see lots of this in Acts.   

 Throughout the earth!  This fits perfectly with the 
Great Commission.  Not surprisingly, we will see the 
Gospel spread from Israel to the surrounding Gentile 
nations as part of the narrative of Acts.   

 I am with you!  Thankfully, the Spirit will be the  
enabling power for this work of the Church to which 
we have been called.  For it is just as Jesus promised: 

“I will ask the Father, and He will give you another 
Counselor to be with you forever—the Spirit of truth.”  

John 14:16   

I love this promise because it is a promise that the Father 
will replace one member of the Trinity (Jesus) with an-
other (the Holy Spirit).  Jesus has not left us on our own 
to complete His Great Commission, but He will be with us 
to the end of the age! 
 



Opening the Book of ACTS 
Wednesday, July 11:  Read II Timothy 3  

There is one more thing we must glean from the first 
verses of Acts.  There is a teaching within the church that it 
is the church’s role to make the earth a better place, but 
Jesus said:  

 “You will receive power. . .and you will be  
My witnesses. . .make disciples”  Acts 1:8 

But, Jesus said nothing about an improved environment.  In 
fact, John’s Gospel taught us we can expect persecution.  
Understanding this, I think we can identify a principle right 
here in Acts 1:11.  Jesus has ascended into heaven, and 
suddenly two angels appear and challenge the disciples:  

 Men of Galilee. . .why do you stand here looking into 
the sky?  This same Jesus, who has been taken from you 
into heaven, will come back in the same way you have 

seen Him go. . .   Acts 1:11    

So, as believers in the Lord Jesus Christ with a Commis-
sion from our Lord to make disciples, we are not to get 
caught staring into space!  For the church’s role is not to 
make the world a better place or to turn bad people into 
good people!  The church’s role is to be used by God to 
help spiritually dead people become born again as new 
creatures in Christ with a change of destiny from hell to 
heaven! Far from things getting better, in today’s reading 
the Scriptures are quite firm about the short term future:   

But know this, that in the last days perilous times will 
come:  For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of 

money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient  
to parents, unthankful, unholy. . . Without self-control, 

brutal. . .having a form of godliness but  
denying its power. . .”  II Timothy 3:1-f   

It’s not the church that is going to turn things around, but 
the Lord Jesus Christ at His certain coming! 



Opening the Book of ACTS 
Thursday, July 12:  Read Acts 1:12‐26  

The disciples have a very specific promise from their Lord: 
  “. . . wait for the gift My Father promised. . . in a few 

days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”   
Acts 1:4-5  

The disciples are now faced with the very same problem 
that you and I are faced with when it comes to the prom-
ises found in the Word of God—the struggle between faith 
and doing!  They start out well in Verse 14:  

They all joined together constantly in prayer. . . 

This kept them God-centered, focused on the promise, 
and dependent.  But in Verse 15, the need to do some-
thing  took over.  Those following Jesus, led by Peter, de-
cided that there was a pressing need to replace Judas by 
choosing another.  As you read, several candidates were 
brought forward.  They prayed to God in Verse 25: 

 Show us which of these two You have chosen. . .   

Then they cast lots to select the candidate.  The lesson 
here is clear.  If the disciples had prayed the same prayer, 
and then waited upon the Lord to answer, in a few 
months Paul would have been the obvious answer.  But 
they would have had to wait and rest upon the Lord for 
Him to reveal His answer in His timing.  As an alternative, 
they prayed and then cast lots.  I know that was done as 
part of Old Testament ritual, but does that sound like a 
spiritual practice to you?  Were they forced to decide right 
then?  And what they got was a believer named Matthias 
who is never mentioned in Scripture again.  You see I am 
suggesting God did answer their prayer, just not through 
the casting of lots. How much better to wait in dependent 
trust, and then rejoice in the answer the Lord provides. 
 



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Friday, July 13:  Read Ezekiel 2‐3  

We return to complete our reading in Jeremiah and  
associated prophets.  Much of our study of Jeremiah 
has documented the prophets call to the people of  

Israel to repent of their sin and turn to the Lord.  In 
Jeremiah 29, the prophet is forced to reach out to the 
exiles in Babylon because they are still sinning.  So to-
day, we are going to continue the storyline that began 
in Jeremiah by turning to the first chapters of Ezekiel.   

Ezekiel grew up under the ministry of Jeremiah and was 
taken captive in the second deportation (approximately 
597 BC).  He is about 20 years younger than Jeremiah 
and called by God while living in the rich agricultural area 
southeast of Babylon.  So Jeremiah and Ezekiel are con-
temporaries.  Jeremiah is continuing to minister in Israel, 
while Ezekiel is ministering to the Jews in exile in Babylon.  
In particular, note the Lord’s words in Ezekiel 3:17-f.  

 “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the 
house of Israel; therefore hear a word from My mouth, 

and give them warning from Me. . .”   

As the passage goes on, God makes it clear that He has 
one singular calling upon Ezekiel’s life, and that is to pro-
claim a message of warning from God.  Furthermore, God 
is going to hold him accountable for whether or not he 
does so.  On the other hand, the people, not Ezekiel, will 
be accountable before God as to whether or not they re-
spond to God’s warning.  All Ezekiel has to worry about is 
being a faithful watchman!  Can you see where I am go-
ing with this?  I can tell what you are thinking—“This is an 
Old Testament prophet with a message to Israel—and 
there is no application for us!”  Hmm.  We’ll have to con-
sider this further.  
 



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Monday, July 16:  Read I Corinthians 11  

(Review the July 9 Devotion) 
No doubt you recognized the portion of this chapter that 

is often read as part of the 
communion remembrance.  
In light of our recent discus-
sions on being a watchman 
and making disciples, let me 
make a few comments.  
 “Take, eat; this is My body 

which is broken for you;  
do this in remembrance of 

Me.”  I Corinthians 11:24   

This sentence requires us to 
consider the humanity of 
Christ.  For it was only from 

the standpoint of His humanity that He could be broken.  
“This cup is the new covenant in My blood.   

This do, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of Me.”  I Corinthians 11:25  

Did you catch the reference to the New Covenant?  The 
Old Covenant (Mosaic Law) was put into effect with the 
blood of calves, the New Covenant with the blood of 
Christ.  That is, Christ’s substitutionary death satisfied the 
justice of God.   

For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, 
you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.  

I Corinthians 11:26   

 



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Monday, July 16:  Read I Corinthians 11  
(Review the July 9 Devotion) (Continued) 

The word translated “proclaim” means to announce,  
declare publicly, publish, preach.  Everything about this 
word speaks of the public communication of information.  
It is not a private word.   

Do you see where I have brought you over the course of 
past few days?  No longer am I trying to make application 
via an Old Testament prophet.  No longer are we dealing 
with apostles and evangelists.  This text makes it clear 
that if you are a member of the body of Christ partaking 
of the ordinance of communion, then you are to preach 

the person, work, and re-
turn of Christ until He 
comes again!  For pro-
claiming the salvation that 
is available in Jesus Christ 
is one of the two principal 
purposes for which we re-
main in this life. (Vertically, 
it is to be progressively 
sanctified.  Horizontally, to 
be His ambassadors!)   

Perhaps you are thinking, 
“How is it that communion 
becomes a public procla-
mation or preaching?”  

That will be tomorrow’s discussion. 



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Tuesday, July 17:  Read Ezekiel 33  

There is a profound lesson that calls out to us from the 
devotionals of the last few days.  It is this:  God has al-
ways given the message of redemption to those re-
deemed!  That’s why He called Ezekiel to be a watchman, 
that’s why He told His followers to make disciples, and 
that why He told the Church to proclaim His death (work 
on the cross) until He returns.  And, that’s why all three 
cases apply to us—the believing members of His Church!  

Now are we to proclaim one kind of message at the Com-
munion Table and another outside of the doors of the 
church?  Of course not!  For that would be a kind of  
spiritual schizophrenia.  No, we need to have the mindset 
of Paul as he ministered to the Corinthians,  

. . .I resolved to know nothing while I was with you  
except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.   

I Corinthians 2:2   

 



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Tuesday, July 17:  Read Ezekiel 33 (Continued) 

So now to our hanging question from yesterday—how 
does partaking of communion publicly proclaim, preach?  
Every Sunday morning I come and review a last minute 
detail with one of our musicians, check my slides with the 
sound-room, and pray with those gathered in the class-
room where we turn the entire service over to the Lord.  
Then I go and preach in the power that the Spirit pro-
vides.  In short, I review the service game plan, turn it 
over to the Lord, and minister in His strength.  This is 
what we should be doing as we meditate while the ele-
ments are passed. 

Christ is the one answer for lost mankind. He provides for-
giveness of sins, imputed righteousness, and eternal life!  
He is the One answer for my life and the lives of my fam-
ily, acquaintances, and everyone else the Lord brings my 
way.  He came, He died, and He is going to come again! 
This is the ultimate reality.  In essence, the communion 
remembrance is the huddle for the church-age believer.  
Following communion, we break the huddle and go out 
into the playing field to declare the truth which we have 
just reinforced in our souls.   

How long should we be prepared to do this?  Until: 
 . . . the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, 

Jesus Christ. . .  Titus 2:13   

And, what would motivate us to do so?  The truth that our 
loving God takes: 

. . .no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that 
they turn from their ways and live.  Ezekiel 33:11  

And all God’s people said, “Amen!” 



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Wednesday, July 18: Lamentations 1‐2  

We are going to continue our study of Jeremiah by mov-
ing into the very next book in the Canon of Scripture—
Lamentations.  We already understand the historical set-
ting:  Jeremiah called the Israelites to turn back to God 
for 40 years.  Despite the prophetic Word and despite a 
series of military defeats leading to several deportations, 
the people refused to repent.  So the judgment of God 
fell.  The capital city of Jerusalem was burned, the wall 
torn down, the temple destroyed, and terrible suffering 
ensued as much of the remaining population went into 
exile.  So what happens next?   

The books of Daniel and Ezekiel help us to understand 
what is going on with the exiled population, but what 
about Jeremiah and those who remain in the Land?   



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Wednesday, July 18: Lamentations 1‐2 

(Continued) 
The book of Lamentations is one part of the answer to 
that question—in particular, how to deal with such deep 
discouragement.  The word lamentation means loud cries!  
It is a cry of despair and anguish.  Look again at Chapter 
1, Verses 1-5, to see how things have changed with the 
fall of Jerusalem.  Consider some of the verbiage to come 
out of Chapter 2:   

The Lord has swallowed up and has not pitied . . . Verse 2 

He has cut off in fierce anger every horn of Israel.  Verse 3 

The Lord has purposed to destroy the wall of the  
daughter of Zion.  Verse 8   

All of this could have been avoided, but the people just 
would not listen.  Are you thinking of what might be next 
for our nation.  Think back 40 years, the time that cov-
ered the span of Jeremiah’s ministry.  I remember the 
70’s, the sexual revolution and the drug culture were just 
starting to get a grip.  Today our entertainment industry, 
education, and political leadership are worldly to the core!  
We know according to Romans 1 that God is turning us 
over to an increasing pattern of sin that is the result of 
unrestrained lust.   

We see from Jeremiah that it is not easy to turn things 
around.  It took 70 years of captivity to do so for God’s 
chosen people.  We hope things will get better, but what 
if they don’t?  Where are we going to go to find hope?  
Right here in the book of Lamentations! 
 



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Thursday, July 19: Read Lamentations 3  

In reading the first 20 verses of Chapter 3, you can see 
the depth  of Jeremiah’s discouragement—even to the 
point in Verse 12 where he feels as if God has: 

 . . .bent His bow and set me up as a target for the arrow.  

We should note that Jeremiah is relatively well off in con-
trast to many of His countryman—having some degree of 
autonomy and freedom of movement.  What is weighing 
on him so heavily is the 
senseless nature of the 
terrible death and priva-
tion that has occurred, for 
it could all have been 
avoided if the people had 
not persisted in their sin!  
Verse 21 is the first real 
positive.  In fact it is in 
such stark contrast to 
what has come before, 
that many translations  
begin this verse with the word but or yet.   

It all starts with thinking, with drawing upon the Word of 
God and listening to the still small voice of the Holy Spirit.  
That’s what moved Jeremiah from the precipice of despair 
and self-pity, and it can do the same for us.  When 
Jeremiah begins to look at things from the standpoint of 
the Word of God, it causes him to have hope.   

The Hebrew word for hope, Tikvah, is not wishy-washy.  
Rather it is a word that gives confidence in a difficult time.  
Right here is a major struggle of the Christian Life, the 
struggle to find that which gives a confident expectation 



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Thursday, July 19: Read Lamentations 3 

(Continued) 
kind of hope in the midst of vexing circumstances.  When 
we get bad news from the doctor, bad news about a fam-
ily situation or close friend, a financial setback, where do 
we find hope?   

Jeremiah found it in the mercies of the Lord!  This is a 
very important Hebrew word found over 250 times in the 
Old Testament.  It means mercy, kindness, or loving-
kindness.  Directly from the mercies of the Lord comes His 
compassion.  If you are alive today, if you woke up this 
morning, then you can have confidence that from the 
mercies of the Lord you will receive His compassion, for: 

 His compassions fail not.  They are new every  
morning; Great is Your (God’s) faithfulness. 

Lamentations 3:22-23 
 



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Friday, July 20:  Read Jeremiah 42  

We saw yesterday why Jeremiah had hope during dark 
times and we should too.  No matter what the circum-
stances in which we find ourselves, there is one great sta-
bilizing factor in life.  Specifically, we can turn towards 
and take into account the nature of God.  Circumstances 
almost always get the first crack at our attention.  Like 
Peter walking on the water, the size of the waves and the 
howl of the wind caused him to doubt spiritually and 
therefore sink physically!  When we feel ourselves doubt-
ing spiritually, we need to repent of letting circumstances 
hold our thoughts and turn back to who God is and what 
He is like.  We start with the truth of His mercy toward us 
and the compassions that flow from it to us—every day.   

If we will turn to God, acknowledging sin as need be, we 
can count on the fact that God is gracious and loving in an 
inexhaustible and repetitive way.  This is important because 
we are repeat failures.  We need to know that His compas-
sions are new daily!  Once we understand this, we can  
begin to put our failures behind us and cooperate with God 
on the spiritual growth He wants to achieve in us.  The  
alternative to moving forward is despair or self-righteous 
legalism.  But there is no need for that once we realize it is 
not our behavior, but the Lord’s mercies, which preserve.   

Even though He has made it through the exile, Jeremiah 
is going to have a chance to further rest in the Lord’s lov-
ing-kindness.  The background to today’s reading is that 
the Jewish remnant has killed the man Nebuchadnezzar 
had left in charge.  Those who remain are in great fear of 
retribution and beg Jeremiah to intercede.   

Do you think they will listen to what God has to say?  
We’ll see! 



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Monday, July 23:  Read Jeremiah 43  

They seemed so sincere, those who promised in Chapter 
42 to obey the Word of the Lord.  Yet, given the spiritual 
rebellion that led to the exile, we really shouldn’t be  
surprised when they declare to Jeremiah: You speak 
falsely!  (Jeremiah 43:2) That’s what carnal people do.  
They feign obedience as long as the message is what they 
want to hear and blame the messenger when it is not!   

Thus, not only do they flee to Egypt, but they force 
Jeremiah to go with them.  What did the people get for 
their disobedience—a terrible sentence of judgment. 
(Verses 8-13)  But for Jeremiah the compassions of the 
Lord were new every morning!   

Consider these points of application essential for us today.  
First, Jeremiah and the rebellious remnant are geographi-
cally in the same place, but miles apart spiritually.  Those 
in rebellion will die the sin unto death.  Jeremiah will taste 
the mercies of the Lord afresh every morning!  Who would 
you rather be?  It is as Joshua told the people:  

 . . .choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, 
whether the gods your ancestors served beyond  
the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in  

whose land you are living.  But as for me and my 
household, we will serve the LORD.  Joshua 24:15   

Second, there is no promise covering the Christian Life 
that says we too won’t get dragged off to Egypt, and by 
that I mean suffer along with a nation being disciplined.  
However, what is promised is that the mercies of the Lord 
will never fail.  His love for us never wavers.  It is a daily 
thing and as certain as the rising of the sun!  Does this 
promise still apply in our day?  Absolutely!   



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Tuesday, July 24:  Read Romans 8:28‐39 

Lamentations 3:21-23 stands as a landmark promise in 
God’s Word.  It should be of great comfort to the Chris-
tian.  To be certain about this, is it possible to find a simi-
lar provision of hope  reiterated in the New Testament?   

Let’s ask, “What is the Nature of Our Hope?”   

 Our hope remains in the mercies of the Lord.  His com-
passions are new every morning.  And look at how this 
is brought right into the New Testament with respect 
to our salvation:   

. . .not by works of righteousness we have done,  
but because of His mercy He saved us.  Titus 3:5    

 Our hope resides in He who is in us, and our future 
with Him!   
. . .the mystery which has been hidden from ages and 

from generations, but now has been revealed to His 
saints.  To them God willed to make known what are the 
riches of the glory of this mystery. . .which is Christ in 

you, the hope of glory.  Colossians 1:26-27   

This is something exclusively part of the Church age—
Christ resides within every born-again child of God.  
And how is that related to our hope?   



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Tuesday, July 24:  Read Romans 8:28‐39 

(Continued) 
 You are of God, little children, and have  
overcome them, because He who is in you  

is greater than he who is in the world. 
I John 4:4   

 Finally, our hope is firmly fixed on the future despite 
current circumstances:   
For I consider the sufferings of this present time are not 

worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be  
revealed in us.  For the earnest expectation of the creation 

eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God.   
For the creation was subjected to futility. . .the bondage 
of corruption. . .Not only that, but we also who have the 
first-fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 

ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the  
redemption of our body.  For we were saved in this hope, 
but hope that is seen is no hope; for why does one still 

hope for what he sees?  But if we hope for what we do not 
see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance.   

Romans 8:18-25   

Let me close by asking you, “Do you have hope?”  It 
starts with the mercies of God to us through the work of 
His Son.  If God’s mercy is calling your name—turn to Him 
and place your faith in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ because: 

. . .whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but  
have everlasting life.  John 3:16 

If you have already tasted the mercies of God through 
faith, let the challenges of this life bring to your mind the  
singular hope that is ours in the love of God, the life of 
Christ within, and the day when death will be swallowed 
up in victory! 



Finishing with Jeremiah 
Wednesday, July 25:  Read Isaiah 30  

We have completed our readings in Jeremiah, but one  
final thought on the subject of grace.  Some say that 
there is no grace in the Old Testament.  I would disagree 
because God didn’t change and become gracious in the 
New Testament.  He has always dealt with mankind in 
grace and there is no greater illustration than to take a 
big picture view of the book of Jeremiah.   

We have seen in our reading that the Southern Kingdom 
has ignored the judgment that fell upon the North,  
ignored the prophetic message of Jeremiah, and ignored 
several forced deportations.  God has been very firm with 
the Jews about the judgment that is going to fall because 
of their persistent rebellion.  Yet, what did we find in 
Chapters 29-33?  Despite His judgment of sin, God’s atti-
tude toward Israel is pronounced to be one of peace and 
not evil; one of promising a future for Israel that she 
might have hope.  Then there is the promise of a glorious 
New Covenant under which Israel will live.  This is simply 
astonishing.  What kind of God lays out a glorious future 
and gives reason for hope in the midst of judgment?  
Why, one who is gracious, loving, and merciful.   

Grace is rooted in the character of God and His love for 
what He has created.  Notice this in today’s reading:   

Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you;  
He rises to show you compassion.  Isaiah 30:18  

Literally, in the text God is tapping His foot  just waiting to 
be gracious.  Furthermore, the fact that He rises speaks of 
His readiness to be gracious, at the first sign of our turn-
ing to Him.  This was His attitude toward Israel, and it is 
His attitude toward the lost human race right now.  What 
a God we know and worship! 



Back to the Book of Acts 
Thursday, July 26:  Read Acts 2:1‐14  

Jesus told His disciples to wait for the gift of the Holy 
Spirit (Acts 1:4-5), the source of power (Acts 1:8).  Now in  
Chapter 2, all of them have received the gift of the Spirit 
(Acts 2:4).  This very same Spirit of God is given to every 
born-again child of God in our day.  Before we even begin 
to unravel this, I want you to pause for a moment and 
give thanks for the unique time in which we live, the time 
during which God is working through His Church!   For, 
although there were many miraculous occurrences during 
the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit was only given to a se-
lect few individuals and often only for a limited time.  But 
part of the distinctive nature of the time of the Church is 
that every single believer is indwelt by the Spirit of God 
and meant to be filled by that very same Spirit.  

This very Holy Spirit is the source of our gifting, enabling, 
and sealing.  He is our teacher.  What an extraordinary 
time in which we live!  With the power of the Spirit poten-
tially available to work in our lives, the very same power 
which raised Christ from the dead (Ephesians 1:19), is 
there any calling of God that cannot be accomplished in 
our lives as we learn to walk by the Spirit?  Of course not!  
But, we can learn a valuable lesson about the world’s  
attitude toward the ministry of the Spirit in Verse 13:   

Some, however, made fun of them and said,  
“They have had too much wine.”   

There will always be those mockers who make light of the 
presence and capability of the Spirit of God.  What should 
we do when that happens?  Follow the example of Peter 
and the others: move right on with ministry.  Major in  
Jesus—who He is and why He came—and you will see the 
hand of God at work.  This is exactly what we are going to 
see unfold in the second chapter of Acts.   



Back to the Book of Acts 
Friday, July 27:  Read Acts 2:15‐36  

Yesterday’s devotional drew our attention to the provision 
of the Holy Spirit, and we are going to continue to look at 
the importance of the Holy Spirit for the next few days.  
Let me ask you a question:  How effective were Peter’s 
ministry efforts prior to Acts Chapter 2?  He sank when 
walking on water, correctly identified Christ as Messiah 
but then tried to dissuade Him from the cross, and denied 
the Lord three times!  All in all, Peter was not particularly 
effective.  And then, the Holy Spirit is poured out on him 
and what happens?  He preaches and the people are:  

cut to the heart. . . Acts 2:37 and 
. . .three thousand were added to their number.  Acts 2:41  

Three thousand new believers!  The difference was the 
Holy Spirit!  For there is no ministry like that enabled by 
the Spirit of God.  In our day we have mistakenly elevated 
those with communication or musical gifts to rock star 
status.  The issue is not one of natural talents, but 
whether the Holy Spirit’s ministry is enabled?  Paul under-
stood this, and we should too:  

Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of  
anything as being from ourselves, but our sufficiency 
is from God, who also made us sufficient as ministers 

of the new covenant. . .  II Corinthians 3:5-6   

This is particularly important in the context of our fellow-
ship.  For, although we may be past our physical prime, 
when it comes to doing ministry, that should be to our ad-
vantage as it forces us to the Lord’s provision of the Spirit:  

This is the Word of the Lord to Zerubbabel:  “Not by 
might nor by power, but by My Spirit,”  

says the Lord of hosts.  Zechariah 4:6   

Is the Spirit sufficient to accomplish God’s will through 
us—weak as we are?  Of course, and to His glory! 
 



Back to the Book of Acts 
Monday, July 30:  Read Acts 2:37‐47  

In Friday’s devotion on 
the results of Peter’s 
sermon, we observed 
that there is no ministry 
like that accomplished 
through the Holy Spirit.  
Today we can add that 
there is no response like 
that prompted by the 
Holy Spirit.  For Peter 
preached in the power 
of the Spirit, but that is 
only half the story.  God 
has provided the Holy 
Spirit not only as an 

agent to be involved in the sending of the message, but 
also the receiving of that message.  Consider the prob-
lems that have to be overcome when communicating the 
truth of the Gospel to a spiritually dead person:   

 The spiritually dead have no interest in spiritual things 
unless God initiates.  

“No one can come to Me unless the Father  
who sent Me draws him. . .”  John 6:44   

 The spiritually dead have no means to understand 
spiritual truth unless the Spirit reveals it to them.  
The man without the Spirit does not accept the things 

that come from the Spirit of God. . .they are  
foolishness to him. . .  I Corinthians 2:14   

So what Peter really did in his spirit-enabled message is to 
give the Holy Spirit material to work with.    

Continued on the next page. 

 



Back to the Book of Acts 
Monday, July 30:  Read Acts 2:37‐47 (Continued) 
Peter did not provide entertainment, great oratory, or 
anything else.  He presented just: 

 . . .Jesus Christ and Him crucified.  I Corinthians 2:2   

As His witnesses, our Lord and Savior is simply asking us 
to do the same, and then, in faith, allow the Spirit to work 
in the hearts of those to whom we minister.  For then we 
can expect these results as Jesus promised: 

“When He (the Holy Spirit) comes, He will convict the 
world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and 

judgment. . .”  John 16:8  

We don’t need to win the argument with a lost person.  
Rather, we can simply allow the Spirit of God to do so 
within the soul of the lost.  What is the singular issue at 
stake?  Look at the focus of the Spirit’s conviction:   

“. . . in regard to sin because they do not believe  
in Me. . .”  John 16:9   

What’s needed is always the same—response to the  
person and work of Jesus Christ.  



Back to the Book of Acts 
Tuesday, July 31:  Read Ephesians 4  

There is so much to be learned from the beginning of the 
Church in Acts 2, that it is difficult to move on.  As one 
final thought, consider the unity that is meant to exist 
within the Church emphasized in today’s reading:  

Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit  
through the bond of peace.  Ephesians 4:3  

At a minimum, believers in the Lord Jesus Christ who 
gather together and form a local fellowship are to have a 
unity that is based upon the peace each one has with the 
Father as the result of being clothed with the very right-
eousness of Christ and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  
Furthermore, today’s reading goes on to describe seven 
unities that are meant to be understood by those who  
assemble together as the basis for ongoing unity:   

There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were 
called to one hope when you were called—one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is 
over all and through all and in all.  Ephesians 4:4-6    

Connect this to our study in Acts.  Acts 2:42 tells us that 
what the Church was doing is very closely related to that 
which would build unity as laid out in Ephesians 4:   

They devoted themselves to the apostles teaching and  
to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and prayer. 

What happened when they devoted themselves to such 
activities?  There was such unity within the fellowship.   

And the Lord added to their number daily  
those who were being saved.  Acts 2:47   

I believe these lessons from Acts Chapter 2 teach us all 
we need to know about church growth! 
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