
 V
ist

os
o 

Co
m

m
un

ity
 C

hu
rc

h 
Pu

bl
ica

tio
ns

 
Daily Devotional 

May 2018 



Foreword 
This month will find us reading in the Gospels of Matthew 
and John, the Old Testament 
book of Jeremiah, and the letter 
of James to Jewish believers 
who are now part of the Church.  
The first half of the month will 
find us in an extended reading 
of Matthew, in order to prepare 
for our summer series in the 
second half of his Gospel.   

No matter where we find our-
selves in God’s Word, I find it 
always speaks to my heart:  
correcting, encouraging, and 
illuminating.  For God’s Word 
really is alive and powerful! 

In His grace, 
 

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 

 



Preparing for Matthew 
Tuesday, May 1: Read Matthew 5 

On any given Sunday, the Sermon on the Mount could be 
taught in any Christian church with the closing admonition 
to go and do likewise!  The problem is that this completely 
ignores the purpose of Matthew’s Gospel and the context 
in which the teaching takes place.  For this is not a mes-
sage that Jesus preached to the Church, but instead to 
the lost nation of Israel.  This may be a foreign idea to 
you, but consider this startling difference: Jesus said,  

“Do not think that I came to destroy the Law. . .I did not 
come to destroy but to fulfill.”  Matthew 5:17  

Now compare this with Paul’s comments in Galatians: 
 For through the Law I died to the Law so that I might 
live for God. . . All who rely on observing the Law are 

under a curse. . .  Clearly no one is justified before God 
by the Law. . .  Now that faith has come, we are no 

longer under the supervision of the Law.   
Galatians 2:19, 3:10, 11, 25  

How can the Bible have these opposites?  The answer: 
one is a statement of Jesus as a Jew living under the Law, 
and the other is a statement of the relationship to the Law 
of a believer during the time of the Church.  They are 
most definitely not the same thing!  Let me give you one 
more example that may help clarify.  Matthew 5:5 says: 

“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.”  

How strange this should sound to the ear of a Christian—
for this earth is not our home.  In fact, the New Testa-
ment regularly teaches us to reject the things of this 
world!  Ours is a heavenly home!  Are you starting to see?  
Now this is not to say that there is not some incredibly 
valuable teaching in the Sermon on the Mount, for there 
is.  But if it is not written directly to us, what then is its 
purpose?  We’ll try to unfold that tomorrow.   



Preparing for Matthew 
Wednesday, May 2: Read Matthew 6 

If the teaching within the Sermon on the Mount is not  
directly to the Church—but rather to the nation of Israel—
what then was its purpose?  Let’s discuss two purposes.  

First, it was meant to teach Kingdom values.  By that I 
mean that which will be valued during the time of Christ’s 
literal reign on this earth on the throne of David.  Con-
sider the parallels between Jesus’ teaching and Old Testa-
ment guidance to Israel:  

 Blessed are the poor in Spirit. . . Matthew 5:3  

“But on this one I will look: on him who is poor  
and of a contrite spirit.”  Isaiah 66:2   

Blessed are those who mourn. . . Matthew 5:4   

“They will look on Me, the one they have pierced,  
and they will mourn for Him as one mourns  

for an only child. . .  On that day a fountain will be 
opened to the house of David and the inhabitants  

of  Jerusalem to cleanse them from sin  
and impurity.”  Zechariah 12:10-13:1 

Blessed are the meek. . . Matthew 5:5  

For evil men will be cut off, but those who hope in the 
Lord will inherit the Land.  A little while, and the 

wicked will be no more; though you look for them, they 
will not be found.  But the meek will inherit the land 

and enjoy great peace.  Psalm 37:9,11 

Every single one of the beatitudes can be traced back to 
an Old Testament promise, which will be fulfilled when the 
Kingdom is established.  These don’t fit the Church, which 
is a heavenly bride, rather, they describe the coming King-
dom over which Christ will reign!   



Preparing for Matthew 
Wednesday, May 2: Read Matthew 6 

(Continued) 
Here is a second purpose for Matthew to write his Gospel. 
As the descriptions of the Kingdom accumulate, the Jews 
should realize they have a problem.  The beatitudes, the 
similitudes, and their explanations by Jesus will undermine 
their self righteousness.  You see the Sermon on the 
Mount is meant to prompt a change of mind—one in 
which the Jews see themselves as sinners in need of a 
Savior.  Furthermore, it is the King of the coming Kingdom 
who is calling them to change their mind—to repent!  He 
is presenting Himself as the King of this coming Kingdom 
and calling them to trust in Him.  Jesus always calls for a 
response from mankind.  We will see if the Jews will trust 
in their Messiah.   

How about us?  Will we trust in the Savior who bore our 
sins while on the cross and was raised from the dead for 
our justification?  (Romans 4:25)  The salvation of Jew and 
Gentile alike depend upon the faith response to the reve-
lation of God! 



Preparing for Matthew 
Thursday, May 3: Read Matthew 7 

Anyone who tries to respond to the Sermon on the Mount 
as a code to live by has missed the point of the message.  
For it lays out a quality of life that is beyond reach.   
Consider the following:  

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord’ shall enter 
the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of  

My Father in heaven.” Matthew 7:21   

“For I say to you, that unless your righteousness  
exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, 
you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

Matthew 5:20   

A full development of these two statements is beyond the 
scope of a daily devotional.  Nonetheless, we can shed 
significant light in the time we have.  Let’s ask the ques-
tion, what is the will of our Father in Heaven?   



Preparing for Matthew 
Thursday, May 3: Read Matthew 7 (Continued) 

Nearly this exact question was 
asked in John 6:28 and  
answered by Jesus in John 
6:29:   

“The work of God is this, to be-
lieve in the One He has sent.”   

In the context of Matthew, this 
is a call to place their faith in 
the King who is holding out the 
Kingdom to them.  

Consider, how could anyone’s righteousness exceed that 
of the Pharisees?  For they were experts on keeping the 
Law—even to the point of tithing their spices.  The answer 
is that Jesus was rejecting the legalism of the Pharisees.  
For that was to misuse the Law:  

Therefore no one will be declared righteous in His sight 
by observing the Law; rather, through the Law  

we become conscious of sin.  Romans 3:20   

How then does one become righteous?   
But now a righteousness from God, apart from Law,  

has been made known. . .This righteousness from God 
comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all  

who believe.  Romans 3:21-22 

In short, in its inescapably powerful way, the Sermon on 
the Mount is a call to turn from self-dependence to faith in 
Christ.  For that is always God’s call to lost mankind! 
 

 
 



Preparing for Matthew 
Friday, May 4: Read Matthew 8 

The Gospel of Matthew has presented Jesus as the King of 
the promised Kingdom in a very orderly way.  There has 
been the right lineage, fulfilled prophecy, moral qualifica-
tion, and authoritative preaching.  The next chapters add 
the kinds of works that only God can do—the miraculous.   
Today let’s focus our attention on Jesus’ interaction with 
the Roman Centurion.  This is an unusual case, as it in-
volves someone who is not Jewish.  Further, his interac-
tion with Jesus is so remarkable, it draws comment: 

 When Jesus heard it, He marveled. . . Verse 10 

The word marveled means to gaze in wonder or to look in 
admiration.  What in the 
world could have caused 
Jesus to look with admira-
tion at this Roman soldier?  
It was his expression of 
faith—the very faith Jesus 
was looking for on the part 
of lost Israel, God’s chosen 
people!  

And we can know for sure it is faith by looking down at 
Verse 13: 

 “Go your way; and as you have believed, so let it be done 
for you.”  And his servant was healed that same hour.  

Now, perhaps you are asking, where was the expression 
of the Centurion’s faith?  It is back in Verse 9.  The Centu-
rion interacts with Jesus by stating his view of reality: 

 “I also am a man under authority. . .”   
 

 



Preparing for Matthew 
Friday, May 4: Read Matthew 8 (Continued) 

The key word is also.  The Centurion understood what the 
Jews missed, that Jesus can heal because He was sent by 
the Father.  The Centurion doesn’t say, “I have authority,” 
but rather, “I am under authority.”    

The Centurion has grasped John 12:47-49:   
“For I did not come to judge the world, but save it. . . For 

I did not speak of My own accord, but the Father who 
sent Me commanded Me what to say and how to say it.”    

And Jesus, in turn, admires his faith response.  Might that  
He would admire ours as well! 

 



Preparing for Matthew 
Monday, May 7: Read Matthew 9 

Although you read Chapter 9 today, let’s reach back into 
Chapter 8, verses 23-27 for today’s devotional.  Note the 
sequence that has already occurred in the chapter:  the 
centurion’s faith in Christ (Verses 5-13); the demands of 
discipleship (Verses 18-22); and then the stormy sea, which 
is really a call to ongoing faith on the part of those who 
follow Jesus!  In the text we see the disciples calling to 
Jesus in fear for their lives:  

“Lord, save us!  We are perishing!”   

The response of Jesus, as recorded in the three synoptic 
Gospels, is fascinating: little faith (Matthew 8:26), no faith 
(Mark 4:40), and lost faith (Luke 8:25).  There is great ap-
plication here.  For it is clear that we come to be saved 
from hell to heaven through faith in Christ (John 3:16), as 
did the Centurion; but it is also true that the Christian Life 
is meant to be one of faith from first to last (Romans 1:17).  
This passage makes it clear that the saved will sometimes 
struggle with ongoing trust in the Lord—for the disciples 
were in a panic, absent any signs of trusting in the Lord.   

How descriptive this is of our struggles!  For sometimes 
our faith is just enough to allow us to keep trusting.  At 
other times, it is as if all the promises we know have left 
our heads and we have no faith at all.  Then there are 
those dry times when we seem to have lost our faith alto-
gether.  The fact that Jesus rebuked this condition means 
He wants His children to correct it.  How do we do so?  I 
only have room to give you the one place we must start:  

 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing  
by the Word of God.  Romans 10:17   

Whatever our faith condition, we can always be reinvigo-
rated by coming to the living and abiding Word of God! 
 



Preparing for Matthew 
Tuesday, May 8: Read Matthew 10 

You have seen that we cannot automatically take what we 
find in Matthew’s Gospel and apply it to the Church.  For 
this is a message to the Jews in which Jesus is presenting 
Himself to them as their long-awaited Messiah and King.  
This is not how He presents Himself to the Church.  For 
during this time of the Church we are called to be part of 
a heavenly bride and not an earthly kingdom.   

Today in Chapter 10 we have yet another example that 
might help firm this up in your thinking.  In Chapter 10 we 
have Jesus commissioning  His disciples.    

Note the elements of that commission:   

 They were given the ability to do the miraculous as a 
form of credentials. 

 Their target audience was narrowly defined to be the 
lost sheep of Israel.   

Continued on the next pages. 



Preparing for Matthew 
Tuesday, May 8: Read Matthew 10 (Continued) 

 Their message was to be that the Kingdom of Heaven 
is at hand.   

 In terms of urgency, they were to make haste with 
minimal planning or provision.   

Now if you contrast this list with the instructions Jesus 
gave to His disciples at the beginning of the Church, for 
example in Matthew 28:18-20, I think you will see a star-
tling difference.  There is no overlap: 

 Their credentials were now based upon the filling of 
the Holy Spirit.  In fact they were told to wait until 
they received the filling of the Spirit before beginning 
their ministry.  (Acts 1:4)   

 Their audience now consists of all nations, and to the 
uttermost ends of the earth.   

 The message is to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
you will be saved.  (Acts 16:31)   



Preparing for Matthew 
Tuesday, May 8: Read Matthew 10 (Continued) 

 If you study the missionary efforts of Paul in the Book 
of Acts, you will see the Church is settling in to evan-
gelize and disciple for the long haul—until the Lord re-
turns—which is perfectly in keeping with the Lord’s di-
rection in Luke 22:35-36.   

Why did things change?  Here is the short answer—the 
Jews rejected their King, so the offer of the Kingdom has 
been temporarily set aside.  In the meantime, God is at 
work building His Church.  These options are not in com-
petition with each other, but they most certainly are in 
contrast to one another.  So what should be our focus?  I 
suggest we take it from Paul.   

I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must 
turn to God in repentance and have faith in our  

Lord Jesus. . . I consider my life nothing to me, if only  
I may finish the race and complete the task the  
Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying  

to the gospel of God’s grace.  Acts 20:21, 24 



Preparing for Matthew 
Wednesday, May 9: Read Matthew 11 

For ten straight chapters, Jesus has been progressively 
revealing Himself to the nation of Israel, authenticating 
who He is, as the King promised to come and sit upon the 
throne of David and as the Messiah.  Jesus is calling for 
the people to stop trusting in their lineage and their ad-
herence to the Mosaic Law, and instead put their faith in 
Him as their Messiah.  Had they done so, Jesus could 
have ushered in the promised Kingdom.   

Instead, the Kingdom is going to be postponed—pushed 
off to the future—and these next two chapters tell us why.  
For we are going to see rejection on the popular level in 
this chapter, and then the virulent rejection of the reli-
gious leadership in the next.   

Let’s take a closer look.  In Verses 20-24, Jesus docu-
ments the rejection by the cities where He did much of 
His ministry.  In fact, Capernaum was in essence an infor-
mal headquarters for much of His ministry.  We see the 
fickleness of lost people in Verse 17—John was too aus-
tere and Jesus was too lax.  The problem wasn’t with the 
ministry of either one.  The problem is with the hearts of 
those mired in unbelief.  And, although Jesus had great 
compassion upon them, He also made a very clear state-
ment in Verse 24:  

“I say to you that it shall be more tolerable for the land 
of Sodom in the day of judgment than for you.”   

Apparently, indifference to the person and power of Jesus 
Christ is of greater offense to God than the gross immor-
ality of Sodom!  How often are people, religious people, 
comfortable in holding onto a form of spirituality, while 
rejecting the One who offers true spirituality and eternal 
life?  We do well to search our own souls!   

 



Preparing for Matthew 
Thursday, May 10: Read Matthew 11:28‐30 

Just three verses today, so that you can memorize them!   
Here’s why:   

 These verses affirm our understanding of repentance.  
Matthew 11:20 begins a lengthy section in which Jesus 
rebukes the people for their lack of repentance, fol-
lowed by the opening words of Verse 28: “Come to Me.”  
Jesus isn’t challenging lost Israel to shape up, but to 
come to Him as Messiah.   

Repentance is simply a man’s recognition of his  
own true condition before God.  No man would  
desire to come to the Savior unless he realized  

his need of a Savior.  The realization of this  
need and the acknowledgement of it is,  

in the truest sense, the work of repentance.   
Thus men repent and through believing  

the Gospel are eternally saved.  H.A. Ironside  

 Lost people labor (are weary) because they are heavy 
laden—burdened with the curse of sin and any number 
of religious systems which can never save.   

 The light burden that Jesus is asking us to bear is to 
come to Him and trust in Him—who He is and what He 
has done for us.  Furthermore, it is to rest in the fact 
that whatever He calls us to do as His disciples, He will 
enable us to do.   

In context, these verses certainly apply to the lost, but I 
believe they have application for the saved as well.  For 
we can often become weary from the ministry load we 
have taken upon ourselves—like Martha in Luke 10:38-42.  
If so, it is better to step aside and take up the yoke of the 
Lord as Mary did, by sitting at the feet of our Lord and 
“listening to what He has to say.”   

 



Preparing for Matthew 
Friday, May 11: Read Matthew 12:1‐21 

We have reached a section in our reading of high, high 
drama.  We have seen in Chapter 11 the apathy of the 
people to Jesus’ call to repent, to respond to Him as the 
King of the promised Kingdom, His indictment of their un-
belief.  Mixed with His indictment is His gracious call to:  

“Come to Me all you who labor and are heavy-laden. . .”    

In Chapter 12, the focus shifts from the people to the reli-
gious leadership.  We are going to see that not only do 
these religious leaders reject the claims of Jesus, but they 
do so in a much more aggressive and virulent way—even 
to the point of plotting the death of an innocent man.    

 

 
 



Preparing for Matthew 
Friday, May 11: Read Matthew 12:1‐21 

 (Continued) 
It begins in Verses 1-8 where the Pharisees rebuke Jesus 
for His disciples’ failure to obey the Law—in essence say-
ing, “What kind of spiritual leader are you?”  In fact, the 
disciples were only violating one of the hundreds of man-
made rules that the Jews had appended to the Law.  This 
is exactly why Jesus called the Jews “heavy-laden.”  For 
they were under a religious system that could never save 
and yet took an immense effort to try and follow.  

Do you want to see just how blind and hard-hearted relig-
ion can make you?  Take a look again at Verses 9-14.  Je-
sus heals a man on the Sabbath, which as Jesus explains, 
would most certainly not have been a violation of the Law.  
The Pharisees are incensed over this action—clearly dem-
onstrating two things:   

 They are so hardened that the miracle itself fails to 
register.  They do not see it for what it was—an au-
thentication that Jesus was who He claimed to be, 
their Messiah.   

 They were so upset about a perceived violation of the 
Law, that they turned around and plotted murder—a 
fundamental violation of the Law—and yet felt no guilt, 
no culpability.   

Here is the short version—religion binds mankind.  Pray to 
God that we would not be so bound! 
 

 
 



Preparing for Matthew 
Monday, May 14: Read Matthew 12:22‐50 

In Verse 22, a man is brought to Jesus in as wretched a 
condition as it is pos-
sible to be.  He is 
blind, mute, and de-
mon-possessed.  Je-
sus heals his physical 
condition and casts 
out the demon.  In 
Verse 29, Jesus tells 
us what happened in 
the spiritual realm:  

“. . . how can one  
enter a strong 

man’s house and  
plunder his goods, 

unless he first binds 
the strong man?  
And then he will 

plunder the house.”   

Now match the words of Jesus with the situation at hand.  
Satan is the strong man.  In order for Jesus to plunder his 
house (release the man from his demon-possessed condi-
tion), He must first bind Satan.  This has huge ramifica-
tions for us, including the following:   

 Jesus has bound  Satan and plundered his house.    
Satan is an adversary that is too strong for us, but he 
is no match for our Savior!   

 Jesus has bound Satan by triumphing over the power 
of sin, taking away its grip on fallen mankind.  (See  
Colossians 2:13-15.)   

 



Preparing for Matthew 
Monday, April 14: Read Matthew 12:22‐50  

(Continued) 
 Jesus has plundered Satan’s house by providing a way 

for every single human being to escape Satan’s domin-
ion and come into Christ’s Kingdom!  Read the text of  
Colossians 1:13-14.  Let the potential thrill your soul:   
For He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness 
and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His 
love, in whom we have redemption through His blood,  

the forgiveness of sins.   

 Satan can roar at the Christian (I Peter 5:8), but cannot 
overcome (I John 4:4).  He can deceive or put a veil 
over the hearts of the lost (II Thessalonians 2:10), but 
cannot keep the light of the Gospel from illuminating 
the souls of those who will listen and respond in faith.   

 For the Christian, a yet stronger man has taken up 
residence—the Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.  
(Colossians 1:27, I Corinthians 6:19)   

What a Savior we have and what a so great salvation! 



Preparing for Matthew 
Tuesday, May 15: Read I John 5 

I John 5:11-13 are precious verses for everyone who has 
placed his or her faith in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ for their ongoing assurance of salvation.  Prayerfully 
rejoice in these verses:   

God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His 
Son.  He who has the Son has life; he who does not have 
the Son of God does not have life.  I write these things to 

you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that 
you may know that you have eternal life.   

We have eternal life if we have the Son, and we have the 
Son if we have believed—something we can most certainly 
know one way or the other.  Now how about when we go 
through a rough patch in our lives?  Not to sugar coat it, 
what happens when we have sinned in some form or an-
other?  Even when we sin this verse continues to apply!  
That’s what assurance is!  If we have believed, we are to 
know we have eternal life.   

How can that be, despite our failures?  Colossians 1:13-14 
tells us that we were transferred from the dominion of 
darkness into the kingdom of Jesus Christ.  If we could 
somehow lose our salvation, we would have to be trans-
ferred back into Satan’s domain.  Now I want you to make 
application from what we have learned in our reading of 
Matthew 12.  According to Matthew 12:29-30, before you 
could be plundered from the Lord’s Kingdom, He would 
first have to be bound and then you could again be taken 
captive by Satan.  The Lord Jesus Christ bound Satan 
through His work on the cross in order to remove you 
from his domain.  Is the reverse possible?  To ask the 
question is to answer it—a thousand times no!   

 
 



Preparing for Matthew 
Wednesday, May 16: Read Mark 3 

I am sure that in our reading of Matthew 12, the phrase 
unpardonable sin caught your attention.  It shows up 
again today in Mark 3.  A detailed study is beyond our de-
votional, but let me at least challenge your thinking by 
telling you that we often oscillate between extremes on 
this passage—either applying it where unwarranted or giv-
ing it no weight whatsoever.  Let me begin by reminding 
you of the setting.  Jesus has, in every imaginable way, 
presented Himself as the promised Messiah.  He is offer-
ing to establish the long-awaited Kingdom, while present-
ing Himself as its King.  The Pharisees step forward in di-
rect opposition to the plans and purposes of God.  Their 
claim to the people is that what they are seeing is a mani-
festation of the prince of demons.  This is as far from the 
truth as it is possible to be, for it was a manifestation of 
the power of God to authenticate the King!  It is at this 
point the issue of the unpardonable sin arises.   

Look closely at what Mark’s Gospel adds to our reading in 
Matthew:   

. . .he who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never  
has forgiveness. . .—because they said,  

“He has an evil spirit.” Verse 29  

So with this backdrop, let me tell you what I think Scrip-
ture identifies as the sin that is unpardonable.  At the 
point of time in human history when the rightful King of 
Israel and Anointed of God stood on this earth, fulfilling all 
righteousness, proclaiming the truth, and doing wonders 
only God can do, it was sin to stand in direct opposition to 
God’s Messiah.                       Continued on the next page. 



Preparing for Matthew 
Wednesday, May 16: Read Mark 3 (Continued) 

It was sin to declare the outworking of God’s perfect plan 
to be the work of Satan.  It was sin to actively turn others 
from the one thing that could save them.  All this was 
egregious sin and it was unique in human history for it 
was something that could only occur during the first ad-
vent of Christ, and it was a sin of the Jewish religious 
leadership.   

Now I know what you are wondering: “Is it possible to 
commit this sin today?”  The short answer is no.  Let me 
show you why.  In I Timothy 2:13-14, Paul writes: 

 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor 
and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted 
in ignorance and unbelief. The grace of our Lord was 
poured out on me abundantly , along with the faith  

and love that are in Christ Jesus.  

Paul acknowledges he was a blasphemer, and he most 
certainly resisted the work of the Holy Spirit when he per-
secuted the early church.  Yet the concept of the unpar-
donable sin is never mentioned after the resurrection.  It 
is never mentioned in any New Testament epistle.   

I dare say that every one of us, who has come to faith in 
Christ as an adult, spoke against the convicting ministry of 
the Holy Spirit to our own hearts at some time or another.  
Yet what does the Scripture say?   

The grace of our Lord was poured out. . .along with the 
faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.  I Timothy 1:14 

You see, the work of the cross has covered all of our sin—
including our resistance to His call upon our lives.   
 

 
 



Preparing for Matthew 
Thursday, May 17: Read Matthew 13 

This 13th chapter of Matthew brings us to the point where 
we are ready to take up a detailed study of the second 
half of Matthew’s Gospel as this summer’s series.  We 
reached a climax of sorts in Chapter 12—for the Jewish 
leadership has clearly rejected Jesus as Messiah by claim-
ing the works of God to be those of Satan.  This is going 
to have terrible consequences for the Jewish people, and 
we’ll conclude our readings in Matthew for the time being, 
by reviewing four of those consequences: 

 The Offer of the Kingdom has been withdrawn!  By 
now you are familiar with the repeated phrase,  

Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.   
Matthew 3:2, 4:17   

After Chapter 12, that 
phrase is not mentioned 
again in Matthew’s Gospel.  
It is a promise that will still 
be fulfilled, but not during 
Christ’s First Advent and not 
until the Jewish people turn 
to their Messiah in faith.   

 Jesus now begins to speak 
in parables, as we see in 
Chapter 13.  This is a direct 
consequence of the rejection 
that occurs in Chapter 12.  
Look again at Verses 10-16.  
The mysteries of the Kingdom are for those who re-
spond in faith, and not for those who persist in unbelief.  
                                         Continued on the next page.   

 



Preparing for Matthew 
Thursday, May 17: Read Matthew 13 

(Continued) 
 The Kingdom has been postponed.  It has not been 

cancelled, only postponed.  In Acts 1:6-7, the Apostles 
question Jesus about the coming Kingdom.  He doesn’t 
refute its coming, but is very direct in telling them: 

 “It is not for you to know times or season which  
the Father has put in His own authority.”   

In other words, with the Advent of the Church, they 
are about to have other things upon which to focus.   

 The Church is introduced as a new entity through 
which God’s redemptive plan is going to continue to 
unfold. (Matt 16:13-18)  Notice how the plans and pur-
poses of God just continue.  For, as the Jews have 
learned the hard way, you don’t derail the plans and 
purposes of God.  Instead, you just derail yourself.   

Praise God that in His mercy He still has future plans for 
Israel.  

 



Returning to John 
Friday, May 18: Read John 17:1‐5 

Chapter 17 of John’s Gospel is 
such a rich source of material that 
I encourage you to return often 
and meditate on it.  It contains 
the longest prayer of Jesus in the 
Bible, and is often referred to as 
His High Priestly Prayer.   

In Verse 1, Jesus speaks of glory:  
“Glorify Your Son, that your 

Son may glorify You.”   

Jesus explains further in Verse 4: 
 “I have  brought you glory on earth by completing  

the work You gave Me to do.”   

How many of us fail to realize that Jesus has set an exam-
ple that we are to follow?  God has work for us to do also, 
and we bring glory to Him when we complete it.  The 
work He has given us includes:  

 Being ever-more conformed to the image and likeness 
of Christ—that’s sanctification 

 Putting our spiritual gift to work—that’s ministry 

 Being a functional part of a local body of believers—
that’s His Church!   

And then, I love Verse 3, where Jesus in His prayer pro-
vides the closest thing to a definition of eternal life you 
will find in the Bible: 

  “Now this is eternal life: that they may know You, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom You have sent.”    

Continued on the next page. 
 



Returning to John 
Friday, May 18: Read John 17:1‐5 (Continued) 

There are two things to which I would like to draw your 
attention:   

 Eternal life is not defined as a place (heaven) or a time 
(distant future).  Rather, it is defined in terms of rela-
tionship—knowing the Father and the Son.   

 Eternal life begins at the point of placing one’s faith in 
Christ—it has to!  For we begin what is to be an eter-
nity-long pursuit of knowing Him.  It is true that now 
we know only in part, and will have to wait until the 
future to know fully (I Corinthians 13:12), but we do 
have some knowledge now!  That means eternal life is 
meant to begin now.   

As we pursue growing in grace and knowledge, we are 
growing in the eternal life God has planned for us.  Shame 
on us if we think of eternal life only in terms of something 
that starts some time in the future!   



Returning to John 
Monday, May 21: Read John 17:6‐10 

In yesterday’s reading we saw a personal prayer of Jesus 
to the Father.  Today we see him praying on behalf of His 
disciples.  Isn’t it remarkable that with the cross looming, 
Jesus so clearly demonstrates His subordination to the 
plans and purposes of the Father and His complete de-
pendence upon Him?  We do well to follow this pattern 
when we face life’s challenges.  Consider two items we 
can extract from Jesus’ prayer for His disciples:  

 He prays first for their protection.  The reason is that 
they are in the world, but not of the world!  (Compare 
Verses 11 and 14.)  For the world is that system of 
thinking and action that stands opposed to God.  In 
fact, Satan is the current ruler of this world. (I John 
5:19)  This means the followers of Christ are going to 
need protection while they fill the role of ambassadors 
to a lost and desperately needy mankind.  For, if those 
in the world persecuted Christ, they are not going to 
treat His ambassadors any better!  (John 16:33)   

 Because we remain in this fallen world, we have the 
need to somehow be set apart from it so that we 
might be useful to our Lord.  That’s what sanctification 
is, and that’s what Jesus is praying for in Verse 17:  

 “Sanctify them by the truth; Your Word is truth.”   

To sanctify is to be set apart for special purpose or func-
tion.  Jesus is asking that the Father would set apart His 
disciples in order that they might represent Him.  This can 
only be accomplished by the truth, and there is only one 
source of absolute unchanging truth—the Word of God.  If 
we are going to be set apart as unto the Lord, we must 
have a daily relationship with the Word of God!  That’s the 
sole purpose behind this entire devotional ministry—that 
you might be set apart to Him! 



Returning to John 
Tuesday, May 22: Read John 17:10‐26 

I realize that this is a very short portion of text today.  We 
just need for the full import of the truth to sink in; that 
Jesus is praying specifically for you and me!  With the 
cross looming large in the immediate future, He is still fo-
cused on interceding for all those who will believe in Him 
down through the centuries.   

A few things to note about the content of His prayer:   

 Jesus prays for the same kind of oneness among those 
who will believe as there is between Himself and the 
Father.  How often we allow any of a variety of petty 
things to break our fellowship with one another.  We 
need to check this manifestation of the flesh, that we 
might maintain the unity the Lord Jesus intends among 
the members of His body—the Church!   

 Closely related to our 
unity with one another is 
the fellowship we are to 
have with the Father and 
the Son.  This fellowship 
is possible only as there 
is no unconfessed sin in 
the life.  We live in obe-
dience to the revelation 
of God and we walk as 
children of light.  (See  
I John 1-2.)  Not only 
would this be a blessing to each of us individually, but 
it is part of our witness because it is one means by 
which the watching  

“. . .world may believe that You have sent Me.”  (Verse 21)   



Returning to John 
Tuesday, May 22: Read John 17:10‐26 

(Continued) 
 The Son wants us to see His glory as the eternally  

existent Second Person of the Trinity.  Oh, that it 
would prompt an Isaiah 6 response on our part—that 
we would see ourselves as so unworthy before a holy 
God and yet made acceptable in His sight by the work 
of the Son.   

 Verse 26 tells me there is yet work to do in my life, 
and I suspect in yours as well.  Specifically, we need  
to  ever more fully know the love of the Father and of 
the Son.   

Do you see why we say that Christianity is a relationship 
and not a religion? 

“. . .that the love You have may be in them  
and that I Myself may be in them.”  John 17:26 

 

 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Wednesday, May 23: Read Jeremiah 36 

We saw at the beginning of our study of Jeremiah that the 
sin of Israel had progressed to the point described in  
II Chronicles 36:16: 

 But they mocked the messengers of God,  
despised His words, and scoffed at His prophets,  

until the wrath of the Lord arose against His people,  
till there was no remedy.  

There was no remedy except exile at the hands of the 
Babylonians.  In Jeremiah 15:1-3 God says: 

 “Even if Moses and Samuel stood before Me,  
My mind would not be favorable toward this people.”  

Terrible pronouncements of judgment follow from there.  

The issue of judgment in the form of exile would seem to 
be pretty much settled if it weren’t for a whole series of 
passages like Jeremiah 7:3, 18:7, 18:11, 26:12-13 and 
this passage in Jeremiah 36:   

. . .this word came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying:  
"Take a scroll of a book and write on it all the words that 

I have spoken to you against Israel, against Judah,  
and against all the nations, from the day I spoke to 

you, from the days of Josiah even to this day.   
It may be that the house of Judah will hear  

all the adversities which I purpose to bring upon them, 
that everyone may turn from his evil way,  that I may 
forgive their iniquity and their sin."  (Jeremiah 36:1-3)   

I have included all of these passages so that you could 
see that sprinkled throughout the entire book—even after 
the first deportation—it is almost as if God is trying to find 
a way of escape for His people while at the same time His 
wrath is being poured out.   

 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Wednesday, May 23: Read Jeremiah 36 

(Continued) 
With one hand the hammer of judgment is falling, while 
with the other hand He is signaling: “Return to Me and be 
delivered!”  Is this just one of the contradictions people 
claim are in the Bible?  It cannot be because, as you 
know, the Bible rightly understood never contradicts itself.  
Let me give you an alternative explanation to ponder: Is it 
possible, that although God’s righteousness and justice 
require the judgment of sin, His love constantly seeks to 
find a way to reconcile His rebellious creation to Himself?  

Justice will be satisfied, while at the same time love finds 
a way!  Furthermore, if this is the case, is it still true in 
our day?  Does it apply individually as well as corporately?  
We will investigate this concept further over the course of 
the next few days.  



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Thursday, May 24: Read I John 4 

Again, we ask the question: “Do we have a choice to make 
between the judgment of God and the love of God?”  Let’s 
start at the level of the individual.  What does Scripture 
clearly tell us about every member of the human race?   

As for you. . . dead in your transgressions and sina 
. . .by nature objects of wrath.  Ephesians 2:1,3   

It is appointed unto man once to die  
and then judgment.  Hebrews 9:27    

In Adam all die. . .   I Corinthians 15:22 

Mankind is in deep trouble—
born dead in sin and an ob-
ject of God’s wrath.  If noth-
ing changes by the time we 
die, there is nothing but an 
expectation of eternal sepa-
ration from God (death).  But 
we have not yet taken the 
love of God into account!  It 
is not that the love of God is 
going to somehow ignore our 
sin.  Rather, it is that God will 
find a way to deal with our 
sin in order to provide a way 
of deliverance.   

Did you notice Verse 14 in today’s reading?   
And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent 

His Son to be the Savior of the world.  
 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Thursday, May 24: Read I John 4 (Continued) 

There it is!  He has provided a way out: 
. . .that everyone 
who believes in 
Him may have 

eternal life.  
John 3:15   

I could have just 
started with John 
3:16: 

For God so loved 
the world that 

He gave  
His only  

begotten Son. . . 

But, I wanted you 
to see the pattern.  
Man continually 
gets himself into a 
predicament of his 
own making whereby he deserves nothing but judgment 
from the hands of a holy God.  Nevertheless, our God, 
Who is rich in mercy, provides a way of escaping that 
judgment.  It is not a way of our own choosing or work!   
It is His way or not at all!  But what should be absolutely 
astonishing to each one of us is that there is even one 
way of escape!   

Who is like our God—rich in mercy and salvation? 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Friday, May 25: Read I Timothy 2 

Here is something we must understand about the God we 
love and worship:   

Justice and righteousness are the foundation  
of His throne.  Psalm 89:14  

If God truly defines these characteristics, then His justice 
must act against all that does not meet His standard of 
righteousness.  That creates a hopeless situation for fallen 
mankind.  This is summed up by Romans 3:10-11:  

There is no one righteous, not even one;  
there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God. 

This is why the Bible says mankind is on the Broad Way 
headed to destruction (Matthew 7:13), for that’s what the 
unrighteous get from the justice of God!  Is this what God 
desires?  Some will tell you that God has chosen some for 
destruction, but the Scriptures say otherwise!   

“Do I have any pleasure at all that the wicked should 
die?" says the Lord God, "and not that he should turn 

from his ways and live?”  Ezekiel 18:23 

For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our 
Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to a 

knowledge of the truth.  For there is one God and one 
Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, 
who gave Himself a ransom for all. . .  I Timothy 2:3-6    

Is this not astonishing?  We deserve judgment, but the 
love of God motivates Him to find a way of deliverance—a 
deliverance that is available through the work of the One 
Mediator, the Lord Jesus Christ!   

We see the potential for escape from judgment on the in-
dividual level—how about on the national level?  This is 
the topic for tomorrow. 
 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Monday, May 28: Read Jeremiah 18 

As we move from the individual to the national, let me ask 
a question, “Does God judge nations, while at the same 
time calling them to avoid judgment by turning from their 
evil?”  I ask this, because sometimes we think of God as 
dealing with His people, but not being capable of reaching 
in and impacting a nation.  I assure you He can.  For He 
has done so many times, and is doing so right now.  Con-
sider this verse from today’s reading:  

“. . . if  that nation against whom I have spoken turns 
from its evil,  I will relent of the disaster that I thought 

to bring upon it.”  Jeremiah 18:7   

On the other hand, in Romans Chapter 1, we see a people  
who, although they knew God, refused to give Him His 
due.  As a result: 

 . . . although they claimed to be wise they became fools.    

And then three times in Romans 1:24-32 it says that God 
“turned them over.”   

Continued on the next page. 

 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Monday, May 28: Read Jeremiah 18 (Continued) 
What follows is an increasingly downward spiral of moral 
decay within the society.  In other words, God is letting a 
people who are becoming more anti-God reap what they 
sow in terms of societal decay.   

Not only can God reach in and judge a nation in theory, 
He is reaching in and judging the United States of America 
right now.  Read Romans 1:24-32 and compare it to the 
last few years’ worth of news headlines.  Our turning from 
the Lord is matched by God “giving us over to. . ..”  

Now is it possible that if we would turn to Him He would 
restore us as a nation?  I can tell you this for certain, the 
Romans 1 cycle can be stopped by just one thing.  That is 
the Romans 1:16  
Gospel message: 

  For it is the power of 
God unto salvation  

for all who will  
believe. . .  

If we build momentum 
in our nation through 
lost people getting 
saved, then God may 
apply the truth of 
Jeremiah 18:7 and 
“relent of the disaster” 
that is otherwise com-
ing.  I see no other 
way, and so our call-
ing is clear—herald the 
good news of the  
Gospel! 

 



The Epistle of James 
Tuesday, May 29: Read James 3 

No other passage of Scripture speaks so extensively and 
powerfully on the tongue and, as you probably noted, 
much of it is from a cautionary or warning perspective.  
That is consistent with the audience to whom James is 
writing.  For this is the kind of cautionary guidance you 
would give those who have trusted Christ for salvation, 
rather than those who need to get saved.   

Let’s discuss a few highlights.  First, Evaluating what we 
say can be very diagnostic—for it is a measure of spiritual-
ity.  Verse 2 tells us,  

If anyone is never at fault in what he says,  
he is a perfect man. . .  

Although we won’t have a complete discussion, let me 
point out something very important.  This verse is not try-
ing to prompt you to clamp down on what you say so that 
you might somehow be perfect.  Rather, it is telling us 
that how we use our tongue is a measure of our spiritual-
ity!  If we are walking by the Spirit, and guided by the 
Word of God, then the words that come out of our mouths 
will be spiritual.  If they are not, there is a breakdown in 
our walk!   

Secondly, a point that complements the first—the tongue 
may be small, but no man can tame it!  This chapter is 
not to get us preoccupied with trying to force the tongue 
into submission.  That would be akin to forcing the sin  
nature into submission which is not God’s way.  Rather, 
we are to reckon the old man crucified and ourselves alive 
unto God in Christ Jesus. (Romans 6:11)  The Christian 
Way of Life is a supernaturally enabled kind of life, and 
the words that come out of our mouths are a good indica-
tor of whether or not we are availing ourselves of the new 
life which God has provided or still dabbling in the old! 



The Epistle of James 
Wednesday, May 30: Read James 4 

There are many who hate the idea of sin within the Church 
so much, that they simply deny it is a possibility.  Should it 
rear its ugly head, they simply deny those involved are 
Christians and the whole problem goes away.  The Bible 
takes a completely different approach!  It constantly warns 
us about the potential for sin in the life or, as is the case in 
today’s reading, in the Church.  It does this precisely be-
cause it is a real possibility.  God wants us to be forewarned 
so that we might avoid the terrible consequences associ-
ated with sin—individually or in the fellowship.  It is not a 
pretty picture at the outset of James 4:   

Fights and quarrels among you.  You kill and covet,  
but you cannot have what you want because 

you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend  
what you get on your pleasures.   

James identifies the real problem for these Christians in 
James 4:4: They are adulterous people—the kind of spiri-
tual adultery that Christians commit when they strike up 
friendship with the world.  James is very clear about the 
problematic nature of such a relationship:   

Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world  
becomes an enemy of God.  Verse 4   

Continuing the metaphor, James gives the reason in Verse 5: 
 . .the Spirit He caused to live in us envies intensely.   

This brings us back to what I said earlier:  It is possible 
for Christians to try to be friends with the world.  But,  
God wants us to know that this is an unacceptable  
arrangement to Him, an arrangement that is going to put 
us at odds with Him.  What is the Christian’s alternative?  
We’ll investigate further tomorrow.   



The Epistle of James 
Thursday, May 31: Read Isaiah 57 

We are reading Isaiah today in order to show you some-
thing that has very deep roots in the plan of God.  For the 
children of God become taken with the world when they 
begin to pursue it because they think they are missing 
something.  We could go back to Genesis 3 when Eve 
thought she was missing out on being like God.  We suc-
cumb whenever we choose what the world offers in con-
trast to the plan of God.   

This is typically a contrast between the physical and the 
spiritual!  Here is what God says in Isaiah 57:15:  

 “I live in a high and holy place, but also with him who 
is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the 

lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.”   

James picks up the same theme quoting Proverbs 3:34:  
God opposes the proud and gives grace to the humble.   

He goes on to say, 
Submit yourselves, then, to God. . . Humble yourselves 
before the Lord, and He will lift you up.  James 4:7,10   

How do the sin of loving the world and the quality of hu-
mility stand in contrast to each other?  Here is one part of 
the answer.  We sin whenever we choose what the world 
offers—whether it is to indulge an appetite of the flesh or 
the appeal to physical blessing over spiritual.  The anti-
dote is humility!  How so?  Humility in effect says, “God 
you know best!  I am going to subordinate myself to what 
You say.  I am depending upon you for all that I need.”  
That kind of humility allows God to, in grace, provide.  
Think it through carefully—can the world deliver on what 
it promises in the same way God does?  
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