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IV. From law to Spirit 
We have focused upon the Biblical admonition to reject 
spirituality by law, and now we are going to transition to 
God’s gracious provision of the Holy Spirit enabled life.  
Let me introduce it this way.  In Acts 21, Paul visits Jeru-
salem after many years of ministry.  He brings a  
report on what God has been doing throughout the  
Roman Empire: many have turned from idols to faith in 
Christ, churches are planted, elders appointed, believers 
growing in the grace and knowledge of the Lord and car-
rying the good news wherever they go.  Now, after hear-
ing about what has been going on among the Gentiles, 
James gives a report regarding what has been going on in 
Jerusalem.  Pay close attention to what he says: 

You see, brother, how many thousands of Jews 
have believed, and all of them are zealous for the 
law.              Acts 21:20 

It is certainly good that thousands of Jews have believed, 
but what do you think about his comment that all of them 
are zealous for the Law?  After what we have learned,  
alarm bells should be going off.  Let me contrast the com-
ments of James about the church in Jerusalem with Paul’s 
comments about the church in Colosse:   

. . .we have not stopped praying for you and asking 
God to fill you with the knowledge of His will 
through all spiritual wisdom and understanding.  
And we pray this in order that you may live a life 
worthy of the Lord and may please Him in every 
way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in 
the knowledge of God, being strengthened with 
power according to His glorious might so that you 
may have great endurance and patience and joy-
fully giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified  
you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the 
kingdom of light.        Colossians 1:9-12 
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There you have Paul’s heart for the church that had been 
established in Colosse, and what did you just read?  Is 
there even a whiff of a Christian Life lived by zeal for the 
Law, or do you see a dynamic, personal, Spirit-filled kind 
of life that is supernatural in nature?  The church began in 
Jerusalem, and for a good number of years Jerusalem was 
certainly the hub of Christianity, but with the fall of Jeru-
salem in 70 AD, the Jerusalem church lost its prominence.  
Let me suggest that this was a necessary part of the 
Church’s development.  The Spirit-filled Christianity  
being promulgated by Paul is not compatible with the 
blend of Judaism and Christianity that appears to have 
sprung up in Jerusalem.   
I am not saying these Jewish converts were not saved, 
but I am saying that it certainly appears the church in  
Jerusalem had the same problem that Paul was address-
ing in the book of Galatians.   
It is a problem in our day as well!  This brings us to Gala-
tians Chapter 5: 

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  Stand 
firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened 
again by a yoke of slavery.            Galatians 5:1 

The Greek grammar associated with the term to stand 
firm is in the form of a command, and indicates it is some-
thing we must choose to do.  It is interesting to note that 
the Greek word translated freedom or liberty can be used 
in either a positive or negative sense.  As a negative, it 
refers to choosing to do wrong.  In context, it is wrong to 
use our freedom to pursue either law or license.  On the 
other hand, as a positive, freedom can be used to do what 
one ought to do.  In context, we are going to see it is 
Spirit-enabled service.   
Finally, where did we get the freedom in which we are to 
stand?  The answer is in the text—Christ gave it to us! 
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That immediately brings to mind a Point of Application:  
Has Christ set us free to 
do what we want, or to do 
what we should?   
The text itself answers this 
for us just a few verses 
later in Chapter 5:   
For you, my brethren, 
have been called to  
liberty; only do not use 
liberty as an opportu-
nity for the flesh, but 
through love serve one 
another.    Galatians  5:13 

Let me follow with another Point of Application:   
All who use the plan of God, in particular the grace of 
God, as an excuse to do what they want to do are 
missing the purpose for which they have been liber-
ated.  In fact, whereas the law produces pharisaic le-
galism, grace produces service motivated by love.    

We need look no further than the example of Christ, who 
used His liberty to wash the disciples’ feet in John 13.  In 
short, you can talk grace all you want to, but the test of 
grace is the presence of loving service.  Grace-oriented 
Christians will see it no other way.  Perhaps you are think-
ing—what is this idea of freedom?  This seems like a new 
concept!  Let’s work through it one point at a time. 

The Christian’s Freedom 
The text of Galatians 5 declares that we have been set 
free by Christ, and that implies the pre-existence of some 
kind of bondage.  There are aspects of this bondage of 
which you should be aware.  First, every member of the  
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human race is born in bondage to sin, for there is a sin 
nature within that inevitably leads to acts of sin without.  

I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my 
sinful nature.                Romans 7:18 
. . .for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God.                   Romans 3:23  
Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin 
is a slave to sin.          John 8:34 

The progression 
of these three 
verse is that we 
have a nature to 
sin, that leads to 
acts of sin, which  
renders us slaves 
to sin.  We 
sometimes sum-
marize this by 
saying that every 
member of the 
human race is 
born in the slave 
market of sin!   
We are going to 
learn how a 
saved person can keep from returning to the bondage of 
the sin nature.  There is another kind of bondage which 
we must avoid, for it is also possible for saved persons to 
put themselves under bondage to the law—any system of 
law as the means to live the Christian Life.  Paul minces 
no words on this:  

 . . .how is it that you turn again to the weak and 
beggarly elements, to which you desire again to be 
in bondage?                  Galatians 4:9   
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. . .do not let yourselves be burdened again by a 
yoke of slavery.                   Galatians 5:16 

Since our transitioning to the ministry of the Holy Spirit, 
you should be able to see the gracious provision of God 
that is going to be in contrast to a system of do’s and 
don’ts. 

But if the ministry of death, written and engraved 
on stones, was glorious. . .how will the ministry of 
the Spirit not be more glorious?    II Corinthians 3:7-8 
. . .but our sufficiency is from God, who made us 
sufficient as ministers of the new covenant, not of 
the letter, but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but 
the Spirit gives life.         II Corinthians 3:5-6 

Redemption.  Our redemption and removal from the 
slave market into a status of freedom is a marvelous 
blessing—both physically and, in particularly, spiritually!  
It implies a tremendous change in status.  Physically 
speaking, at the time Galatians was written, that would 
mean a change from being hungry, dirty, abused, and 
wretched to restoration within one’s family.  Spiritually 
speaking, it means we leave behind the weight of our sins 
and bondage to our nature to sin and stand in the free-
dom God has provided to His children.  This is a marvel-
ous provision, but we need to remember that redemption 
has a cost!  

. . .in whom we have redemption through His blood 
the forgiveness of sins.         Colossians 1:14 

We need to remember that redemption requires a Re-
deemer! 

. . .not by works of righteousness which we have 
done, but according to His mercy He saved us. . .  
                Titus 3:5 

Let’s push the imagery of the slave market a bit further.   
There are those who say, “I don’t want to be set free.  I  
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like it here!”  This is the lost man, very possibly the reli-
gious man who has found a way to be comfortable in the 
slave market of sin, or the lost man who simply enjoys his 
sin and has not yet felt the bite of its consequences.  
Then there are those who say, “Shackle me up, I want to 
go back into bondage.”  This is the believer who goes so 
far as to choose law over grace, bondage over freedom. 
If the next verses don’t get your attention, nothing will! 

Mark my words!  I, Paul, tell you that if you let 
yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value 
to you at all.  Again I declare to every man who lets 
himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey 
the whole law.             Galatians 5:2-3 

It is as if Paul has flashing red lights going and he is say-
ing, “Warning! Warning!”  He is using circumcision as an 
example of what it means to go back to the Mosaic Law, 
and then he says, if you do Christ will be of no value to 
you at all.   
How could that be?  Can believers lose their salvation if 
they erroneously put themselves under law?  Let’s con-
sider this carefully.  The word translated value means to 
be of profit, benefit, or advantage.  Apply this to what 
should be a familiar diagram, descriptive of the compo-
nent pieces, or 
phases, of our salva-
tion.  In Galatians 
Chapter 5, Paul’s au-
dience is clearly 
saved individuals, 
but the principle he 
is communicating 
applies to both the 
unsaved and the 
saved. 
 
 



 

7 

When it comes to 
the first phase of 
our salvation—
changing our 
destiny from one 
in hell to one in 
heaven as the 
result of trusting 
in the person and 
work of Christ—if 
you add law-
keeping or any 
kind of works to faith: 

THEN CHRIST WILL BE OF NO VALUE TO YOU WHEN 
YOU STEP OUT OF THIS LIFE!   NO ADVANTAGE!   

There will be no advantage because you will still be dead 
in your trespasses and sin.  I am not being dogmatic on 
this, the Word of God is! 

. . .for by the works of the law no flesh shall be  
justified.            Galatians 2:16   

Specifically what Paul has in mind is the quality of life 
lived by the believer—the Christian Way of Life.  Paul is 
saying that if, as a believer, you turn back to the law, or 
any system of law-keeping, as the means by which to live 
the Christian Life, then Christ will be of no benefit to you.  
In other words, you will have no enablement, no pleasing 
God, and no reward in eternity.  Why?  Spirituality by law 
is not God’s way.   
Just as we can no more be reconciled to Him in any way 
other than through the person and work of the Son, nei-
ther can we redeem the time He has given us on this 
earth in terms of walking uprightly and bearing fruit to His 
glory in any way other than that which He has provided.   
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For both Phases 1 and 2 of our salvation, we do it God’s 
way or all that is available in Christ is of no advantage to 
us!  In Verse 4, the tone becomes even more ominous.   

You who are trying to be justified by law have been 
alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from 
grace.             Galatians 5:4    

 

Alienated from Christ?   Fallen from grace?  This sounds 
bad!  Of course, it is!  But to understand what Paul is tell-
ing us with such jarring words, we are going to have to 
better understand the concept of justification.   
Consider justification from the standpoint of our salvation 
from an eternity in the Lake of Fire to one in heaven.  
This is the first phase of our salvation.  When we speak of 
justification in terms of this phase of our salvation, we are 
talking about a forensic or legal standing before God.  We 
also refer to this as positional righteousness.  You can see 
the connection between imputed righteousness and justifi-
cation in Romans Chapter 3. 
There is a second aspect to justification that we must also 
understand, and it is particularly germane to the above 
passage in Galatians 5.  This is justification with respect to 
the life we live as Christians.  By that I mean however 
many days God gives us on this earth between the time 
we place our faith in Him and He calls us home into His 
presence.  We refer to this as Phase 2 of our salvation.  It 
is Biblically described by such phrases as walk worthy, be 
imitators of God, and redeem the time.  
This is experiential justification, to be upright before God 
in thought, word, and deed.  This aspect of righteousness 
can be found in the text of Titus 2—the grace of God 
teaches us to live righteously!  Confusing these two as-
pects of justification (righteousness) has caused many 
problems in the church.  Experiential righteousness will 
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not save you from an 
eternity in hell, only 
the righteousness of 
Jesus Christ can do 
that, but it most cer-
tainly is the call re-
garding the walk of 
every saved child of 
God, as shown on 
our Phase graphics! 
Now we are ready to 
understand Verse 4.  
Usually, when Paul 
mentions justifica-
tion, he has in mind 
the legal justification 
that is part of Phase 
1 of our salvation 
and allows us to 
stand before a holy 

God.  But in this case, he is thinking experientially.  For he 
is writing to church fellowships that are made up of be-
lievers, and, by the time he has reached this point in the 
letter, what is on his mind is the quality of righteous life 
that all believers are called to live.   
Furthermore, the word translated alienated has the con-
notation of destroying something that exists, to sever an 
existing relationship.  A believer who forsakes spirituality 
by means of the Holy Spirit and chooses law instead has 
broken his or her fellowship with Christ.  The word trans-
lated fallen away means to move from a higher to a lower 
position.  It also was used in the nautical world to de-
scribe swerving off course.  I believe this speaks of a 
saved individual who has dropped his or her Christian life  
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by turning back to law-keeping, rather than enjoying a 
dependent relationship with Christ and the enabling power 
of the Holy Spirit.    
The nautical reference was all it took for me to under-
stand what Paul was saying.  When a believer turns from 
a walk by the Holy Spirit back to a system of do’s and 
don’ts as the means to spirituality, he or she has swerved 
off course and is in the process of ship-wrecking their 
Christian Life.  This concept is so poignantly illustrated by 
this photo of what happened to a cruise-ship when it 
swerved off course and went aground.   

Paul is telling us in the strongest possible terms—STAY 
ON COURSE!  Choose grace over legalism and the Spirit 
over the flesh! 
The Holy Spirit.  Perhaps at this point you are thinking—
we have been hearing about the Holy Spirit, but where is 
it in our text?   

But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the 
righteousness for which we hope.     Galatians 5:5 

Reread this verse again, and I trust some of the pieces 
will start to fall into place.   
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As Christians, we hope to have an experiential righteous-
ness that would please our Savior.  What is the means by 
which we can obtain this righteousness for which we wait 
eagerly?  Why, it is through the Spirit—as we see right in 
our text!   
As we continue to lay the foundation for our study of the 
Holy Spirit we need to look at Verse 6. 

For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision or  
uncircumcision has any value. The only thing  
that counts is faith expressing itself through love.  
              Galatians 5:6 

The verse starts out by telling us what we have already 
learned—law-keeping is not the issue for the Church-Age 
Christian.  The issue is faith expressing itself through love!   
Where did that come from?  How did we all of a sudden 
end up talking about the subject of love?  Start with faith.  
That should resonate with us for we are saved by faith.  
Then we are told to stand by faith, walk by faith, and live 
by faith.  The contrast we have already seen—“. . .the law 
is not based on faith. . .”  (Galatians 3:12)  But where does 
love come into all this? This is so very important to the sub-
ject at hand! 
The presence of love is the test of law versus grace!   
Legalism isn’t known for love.  On the other hand, know-
ing Christ, abiding in Him, depending upon Him. . .will 
naturally lead to the service of others that comes from 
love.  Then Galatians 5:22 makes it clear that “. . .the fruit 
of the Spirit is love. . .”   It is something that the Holy 
Spirit produces in the life of one who is walking by the 
Spirit.  You see. love is associated with a supernatural 
kind of life—something neither the law or the flesh could 
ever produce!   
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As we close this portion of text, here we stand—free, and 
called to do good works, to love others, and separating  
ourselves from the sin nature.  What are the means of do-
ing so, of accomplishing all that God asks of us?  The an-
swer is coming.  But for now, if you began by placing your 
faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ, continue to 
trust in Him and what He will provide.  Don’t swerve off 
course and shipwreck your life by returning to weak and 
miserable principles which will put you in bondage!    
In the same way that God provided for you to be saved 
from hell to heaven, He will provide the means by which 
you can redeem the time and walk worthy of the One who 
has called you.  The answer is coming in the next section 
and I pray it comes with great clarity. 
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V. Walking in the Spirit 
As Paul is trying to do in Galatians, my goal is to move 
you from spirituality by law to a Walk in the Spirit, to 
show you the compelling nature of the Spirit-filled life.   

Note: Depending upon the translation you are using, 
you will find either walking “in” the Spirit or “by” the 
Spirit.  For my purposes, I am going to consider them 
to be equivalent.  The issue is one of Greek grammar, 
where the dative case of this noun can be either in-
strumentality (by means of) or location (in the sphere 
of).  In either case, the emphasis is on the life lived in 
association with the Spirit.   

As part of our discovery of what it means to Walk in the 
Spirit, consider the statements below:  

Statement #1:  And we, who through steadfastness 
of purpose, are transforming ourselves into His like-
ness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from our  
sacrifice and commitment in order to bring Him glory. 

What do you think?  Certainly there are some good con-
cepts such as steadfastness of purpose and bringing glory 
to God.  But did you notice who is doing the work in the 
this statement?  Self!  It speaks of one’s own efforts, of  
transforming ourselves, and our sacrifice and commit-
ment.  Perhaps you are wondering where I got this.  I just 
wrote a summary of what many serious Christians believe, 
and many pastor preach, the Christian Life to be.   
Now consider a second statement.  

Statement #2:  “And we, who with unveiled faces 
all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into 
His likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes 
from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” 
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Why the quotes in the second statement?  Because this is 
what Scripture actually says in II Corinthians 3:18.  It is 
the Lord’s glory that is being showcased and not our 
steadfastness of purpose.  There is real transformation 
occurring because it is being accomplished by God Him-
self, in particular, through the work of the Holy Spirit.  
The first statement ultimately draws attention to the effort 
of the individual; the second reads a lot more like having 
a great treasure within a jar of clay, something else that 
comes from Scripture.   
The reason so many are 
drawn to Statement #1, 
and so many preach it, is 
that self is all they know.  
Therefore, they have trou-
ble letting go of spirituality 
by law as if anarchy would 
result.  This is to misunder-
stand the Biblical position.  
The issue is not one of 
avoiding the will of God, 
the issue is one of getting 
it done!   
Let me be as clear as possible.  I don’t care how much 
you commit, surrender, or ratchet up your will-power, the 
will of God will never be accomplished from the source of 
self!  Reflecting the Lord’s glory, in an ever-increasing 
manner, comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit!   This  
isn’t my opinion—thus sayeth the Lord!  Reread Statement 
#2.  Let me reinforce this further:  

And so He condemned sin in sinful man in order that 
the righteous requirements of the law might be 
fully met in us, who do not live according to the  
sinful nature but according to the Spirit.  Romans 8:4  
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It is not a manner of avoiding the will of God (the right-
eous requirements of the law); it is a matter of getting it 
done (might be fully met in us who live according to the 
Spirit).   

The former regulation is set aside because it was 
weak and useless for the law made nothing perfect, 
and a better hope is introduced, by which we draw 
near to God.           Hebrews 7:18-19 

In terms of getting the will of God done, the Mosaic Law 
is said to be weak and useless.  If that which came from 
God is weak and useless, how about a law of your own 
making?  God has given us a better hope.  It is Walking in 
the Spirit! 
Let me give you a powerful example of what I think is at 
stake in your life and mine.  Consider the following text 
from Luke Chapter 2. 

On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise 
Him, He was named Jesus, the name the angel had 
given Him before He had been conceived. . .Joseph 
and Mary took Him to Jerusalem to present Him to 
the Lord. . .Now there was a man in Jerusalem 
called Simeon, who was righteous and devout.  He 
was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the 
Holy Spirit was upon him.  It had been revealed to 
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before 
he had seen the Lord’s Christ.  Moved by the Spirit, 
he went into the temple courts.  When the parents 
brought in the child Jesus to do for Him what the 
custom of the law required, Simeon took Him in his 
arms and praised God, saying:  “Sovereign Lord, as 
you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in 
peace.  For my eyes have seen your salvation. . .” 
                   Luke 2:21-29 

Who is more likely to miss the coming of the Son of God 
and Messiah—those under the law or those filled with the  
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Spirit?  The answer is recorded for us in the pages of 
Scripture!  For the entire religious leadership of Jesus’ 
day—those deeply immersed in the Mosaic Law—missed 
their Messiah completely.  In fact, they crucified Him!   
On the other hand, this humble man took the Lord Jesus 
in his arms and praised God, saying, “Take me home 

Lord, for I have 
seen the Savior.”  
What was the differ-
ence?  The Holy 
Spirit was upon 
Simeon!  Was that 
because he was 
righteous and de-
vout; or was he 
righteous and de-
vout because the 
Spirit was upon 

him?  Read on!   
Who is most likely to miss what God wants to do in their 
life—those who live by a system of law, any system, or 
those who walk in the Spirit?  By now you know the an-
swer, and that certainly causes us to desire to know more 
about what it means to walk in the Spirit.  If God does not 
intend for us to live by law, then He must have provided 
an alternative. 
He has, and we have, arrived at that point in our study of 
Galatians.  We are commanded to live (walk) in the Spirit 
and produce the fruits of the Spirit. 

I say then: walk in the Spirit, and you shall not  
fulfill the lust of the flesh.. . .But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, 
goodness. . .              Galatians 5:16, 22 
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There is much work to do with these few verses, but first, 
we have to broaden our understanding of the Holy Spirit 
and His ministry in the life of the believer.  Let’s start by 
recalling the ministry of the Spirit as already mentioned in 
Galatians, and then support that knowledge as needed 
from the remainder of the New Testament.  

The Holy Spirit and Galatians 
Our relationship with the Holy Spirit begins with our salva-
tion.  Actually, John’s Gospel makes it clear the Holy Spirit 
convicts us, as lost individuals, of our sin of unbelief.  But 
in terms of Galatians:  

Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, 
or by the hearing of faith? . . .Having begun in the 
Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh?  
               Galatians 3:2-3 

When we place our faith in Christ, we receive the Holy 
Spirit.  At the point of faith, it is the Spirit who regener-
ates and causes us to be spiritually born as new creations 
in Christ!  

. . .according to His mercy He saved us, through the 
washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy 
Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. . .        Titus 3:5-6 

Our relationship with the Spirit is clearly to continue as 
part of the Christian Life.  

I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I 
who live, but Christ lives in me. . .   Galatians 2:20 

How is it that Christ lives in us?  Let me suggest that, at 
least in part, it is through the Spirit of Christ:   

God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”      Galatians 4:6 
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. . .if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he 
does not belong to Him.          Romans 8:9 

The Holy Spirit is God’s gracious provision to deal with the 
needs of the child of God in terms of both dealing with the 
flesh and producing that which is pleasing in God’s sight.  
In terms of the flesh:  

Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of 
the flesh.           Galatians 5:16 

In terms of spiritual production:   
But the fruit of the  
Spirit is love, joy, 
peace. . . Galatians 5:22-23 

The ministry of the Holy Spirit  
to the believer has been tucked  
into the Book of Galatians in  
such a way that it will hinder  
error and the misconceptions  
regarding His work among us.   
For the Holy Spirit has been the  
object of much erroneous teaching  
and misuse.  Some overemphasize  
His gifting to the believer and others treat  
Him almost as if the believer has received super-powers of 
some sort.  With that in mind, let’s review the way in 
which the Spirit is introduced into the flow of Galatians.  
 In this great fifth chapter, which so emphasizes the 

ministry of the Spirit, He is first introduced in Verse 5 
coupled with faith. 
But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the 
righteousness for which we hope. 
The Holy Spirit works in conjunction with the depend-
ent faith of the believer.  Faith in Christ to first save, 
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and then ongoing faith in God’s grace to provide eve-
rything we need to live the kind of life to which He has 
called us.  And that includes the provision of the Spirit. 

 The next quality we see as the chapter unfolds is  
loving service.  
You, my brothers were called to be free.  But do not 
use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; 
rather, serve one another in love.         Galatians 5:13   
The focal point of the freedom we have in Christ is to 
serve one another in love!  Where do you suppose we 
get the enablement to love in this way?  It is the walk 
of the Spirit that overcomes the sin nature and the 
fruit of the Spirit that produces love.   

If I am understanding the flow of Galatians correctly, God 
is bringing to the fore the ministry of the Spirit in our lives 
in a context of faith and loving service.  When our rela-
tionship with the Spirit is such that it prompts faith and 
produces loving service, we will have appropriated the 
grace that God has provided!  Equally important, there will 
be no error or abuse regarding the Spirit when the focus 
is on faith and loving service! 
Let me close this section by sharing a personal convic-
tion—one that has been shaped by both studying God’s 
plan for the Christian Life and ministering to people.  More 
and more I find myself shifting from what might be called 
the personal-discipline motive to the life motive.  The per-
sonal-discipline motive is what I learned from my parents 
and how I have been successful in life.  It is especially 
suitable for what my wife describes as my “type A person-
ality.”  It is not that there is anything wrong with it, it has 
served me well.  But, in reality, it is another form of living 
the Christian Life from the source of self and one’s own 
personal law.   
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What has been growing within me for many years is the 
conviction that if I will abide in Christ so that the Spirit of 
God is able to manifest the life of Christ in and through 
Me, the following things will happen:   
 I will produce the fruit of the Spirit, His power will be 

made perfect in my weakness, it will no longer be I 
who live, but Christ who lives in me, and I will exalt 
the name of Jesus and bring glory to Him.   

 The outcome of Walking in the Spirit is so spectacular, 
and so much of what I desire my life to be, that the 
life motive completely eclipses and puts to shame the 
old personal-discipline motive.   

 I revert back to the personal-discipline motive from 
time to time, but it is no longer as comfortable as it 
once was because I understand it to be a form of es-
trangement from my Savior.  I’ve learned it is swerving 
away from the grace of God that could be mine.  

 I much prefer to say: 
. . .the life which I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
Himself for me.             Galatians 2:20 
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VI. More Walking in the Spirit 
If repetition is a key aid to learning, then in our effort to 
understand the Christian Life as designed by God, let’s re-
turn to Galatians 5:5-6:  

But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the 
righteousness for which we hope.  For in Christ  
Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has 
any value.  The only thing that counts is faith ex-
pressing itself through love.        Galatians 5:5-6 

Instead of legalism and self as the means, it would appear 
God has something else in mind.  I trust you will be able 
to see that there is a world of difference between the two 
options as we explore His plan: 
 The means of living the Christian Life: through the 

Holy Spirit 
 Our necessary inward response: faith 
 The intended outward manifestation: relational love 
As we move forward, this section is going to be devoted 
almost exclusively to the details associated with the minis-
try of the Holy Spirit.  To begin, let me ask and answer 
this question, “Is the ministry of the Holy Spirit something 
that began with the advent of the Church?”  Absolutely 
not!  As you study the Bible from beginning to end you 
will see that the Holy Spirit has always been the agent of 
means!  Consider the following: 
 At the creation of our material universe:   

The earth was without form, and void; and dark-
ness was on the face of the deep.  And the Spirit of 
God was hovering over the face of the waters.  
                Genesis 1:2 
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 At personal creation:   
The Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of 
the Almighty gives me life.         Job 33:4 

 In terms of accomplishing that which God commands:  
 . . .the Spirit of the Lord came upon him (Samson) 
mightily. . .              Judges 14:6 
This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel:  “Not by 
might or by power, but by My Spirit,” says the Lord 
Almighty.           Zechariah 4:6 

We see that the Holy Spirit has consistently been the 
agent of means from creation forward.  With the outpour-
ing of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, we should anticipate 
the role of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer to take 
on an expanded role.  We will see that He is the means by 
which we can separate from the power of the sin nature 
and the means by which we are enabled to accomplish all 
that God desires.  He is our teacher and the bestower of 
one or more spiritual gifts by which we are able to serve 
our risen Lord.   

The Spirit’s Role in Salvation 
As a way to build further, let’s look at the role of the Holy 
Spirit in the phases of our salvation.  First, let’s look at 
how the Spirit is involved in our salvation from an eternal 
destination in hell to one in heaven!  There are two things 
that the Holy Spirit does for the lost: 
1. Convict of sin, righteousness, and judgment.  Look at 

what Jesus told His disciples:   
“When He (the Holy Spirit) comes, He will convict  
the world in regard to sin and righteousness and 
judgment. . .”               John 16:8 
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2. Makes clear the truth of 
the Gospel: 
In the same way no 
one knows the 
thoughts of God except 
the Spirit of God.  We 
have not received the 
spirit of the world, but 
the Spirit who is from God, that we may under-
stand what God has freely given us.   
           I Corinthians 2:11-12 

Expanded Role for the Saved 
Consider the second phase of our salvation, which is the 
Christian Life.  The role of the Holy Spirit has been greatly 
expanded during the time of the Church.  I think you will 
be greatly surprised at the scope of the Spirit’s ministry as 
we list the roles He is meant to have in our lives.   
Permanent Ministries. Let’s begin with His permanent 
ministries to every child of 
God.  And, by permanent, I 
refer to the fact that once 
these are received at the 
point of salvation, they can 
never be lost.  Let me pro-
vide Scripture to document 
each ministry: 
1. Spiritual Regeneration: 

. . .according to His mercy He saved us, through the 
washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy 
Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior.        Titus 3:5-6 
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2. Baptized into the Body of Christ: 
For by One Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body. . .              I Corinthians 12:17  

3. Indwelt with the Spirit:  
Or do you not know that your body is a temple of 
the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from 
God, and you are not your own?   I Corinthians 6:19 

4. Sealed with the Spirit:  
. . .having believed, you were sealed with the Holy 
Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our  
inheritance. . .           Ephesians 1:13-14 

5. Spiritually gifted by the Spirit:  
But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each 
one for the profit of all. . .     I Corinthians 12:6 

6. Manifestation of God’s love to us:  
. . .the love of God has been poured out in our 
hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.   
               Romans 5:5 

This is quite a list isn’t it?  Consider brand new Christians 
for a minute.  Do you think they are aware of all the Spirit 
has done on their behalf?  Of course not!  They have to 
be taught, and they have to spend time in God’s Word.  
You know exactly what happened to the churches in Gala-
tia.  People got saved under Paul’s ministry, and he 
started to ground them in the truths of the faith.  Then he 
moved on and false teachers followed right behind.  
These teachers nudged them back to the weak and miser-
able principles of the law, causing them to be alienated 
from all that was theirs in Christ.  In effect, they took a 
spiritual wrong-turn.  I trust now it is very clear to you as 
well.  Could the energy of the flesh and any man-made 
system of do’s and don’ts hope to provide anything that 
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is remotely close to what God has already provided 
through His Spirit?  Absolutely not—and we are not fin-
ished yet.   
We have looked at the permanent ministries of the Spirit, 
let’s look at what I am going to call the positive and nega-
tive ministries of the Holy Spirit—those things which are 
potential in the Christian’s life.  
Positive Ministries. The positive ministries in the life of 
the believer are those things which are meant to promote 
and enable the spiritual walk of the individual who is walk-
ing in dependent obedience.  These ministries are poten-
tial, that is they can be had and then lost through failure 
on our part.  Praise God they can be regained by those 
who will respond properly to conviction regarding failure 
through sin.    
1. The Enablement of the Spirit: 

I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be 
enlightened in order that you may know. . .His  
incomparably great power for us who believe.   
That power is like the working of His mighty 
strength, which He exerted in Christ when He 
raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His 
right hand. .             Ephesians 1:18-20 
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And if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the 
dead is living in you, He who raised Christ from the 
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 
through His Spirit who lives in you.      Roman 8:11 

Notice that the incomparably great power that raised  
Jesus from the dead is the Holy Spirit, and that it is for us 
who believe!  
2. The Filling of the Holy Spirit:  

. . .understand what the Lord’s will is.  Do not get 
drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery.   
Instead be filled with the Spirit.      Ephesians 5:17-18 
I have written more extensively on the filling of the 
Holy Spirit elsewhere, but let me remind you of several 
important things:   
 It is clear from the above passage that the filling of 

the Holy Spirit is an either/or proposition.  In other 
words, you are either filled with the Spirit or under 
the control of the flesh—but not both!  

 The filling of the Spirit must be seen in conjunction 
with Colossians 3:16: Let the Word of Christ dwell 
in you richly. . .  The Word dwelling richly in the 
soul and the Spirit influencing the soul are two 
sides of the same coin.  Thus, they are necessarily 
complementary to each other.   

 Dr. Lewis S. Chafer once made a very insightful 
statement about the filling of the Spirit, in order to 
make it clear that it was not automatic for Chris-
tians and something to which we must pay close 
attention. 
 A Christian is a Christian because he is rightly  
related to Christ; but ‘he that is spiritual’ is so  
because he is rightly related to the Spirit. . .  
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3. Walk by the Spirit: 
Walk by the Spirit and you will not  gratify the  
desires of the sinful nature.     Galatians 5:16 

4. Taught by the Spirit: 
“But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the  
Father will send in My name, will teach you all 
things and will remind you of everything I said to 
you.”                 John 14:26 

5. Service through the Spirit: 
Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is 
given for the common good.             I Corinthians 12:7 
We proclaim Him, admonishing and teaching every-
one. . .To this end I labor, struggling with all His 
energy, which so powerfully works in me.   
              Colossians 1:28-29 

6. And the Fruit of the Spirit:  
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-
suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle-
ness, and self-control.      Galatians 5:22-23 
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Negative Ministries.  Then there is the negative side—
those ministries of the Spirit that come into play when, 
through sin, we move from a spiritual walk into carnality.    
1. The Holy Spirit can be 

grieved: 
And do not grieve the 
Holy Spirit of God, 
with whom you are 
sealed for the day of 
redemption.    
     Ephesians 4:30 
Take note, the above verse is right in the middle of a 
section on interpersonal sin. 

2. The Holy Spirit can be quenched: 
Do not put out the Spirit’s fire. . .   
               I Thessalonians 5:19 

The Scriptures do not have much to say about the  
distinction between grieving and quenching.  They are ob-
viously not good.  I take grieving to be related to inter-
rupting His work through careless sin.  I suggest that to 
quench indicates progression where we have grieved the 
Spirit for some time and evidence of His work in our lives 
is no longer visible to others.  The quenching of the Spirit 
leads to the build up of scar tissue in our souls (hardening), 
broken fellowship with our Savior, and the loss of spiritual 
production in our lives.  See this for yourselves in these 
Scriptures: 

So I tell you this and insist on it in the Lord that you 
must no longer live as the Gentiles do. . .they are 
darkened in their understanding and separated 
from the life of God because of the ignorance that is 
in them due to the hardening (this word is used instead 
of scarring) of their hearts. . . they have given them-
selves over. . .               Ephesians 4:17-19  
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God is light; in Him there is no darkness at all.  If 
we claim to have fellowship with Him yet walk in 
darkness (that would include quenching the Spirit), we 
lie and do not live the by the truth.       I John 1:5-6 
“Abide in Me and I will abide in you. . .If a man 
abides in Me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; 
apart from Me you can do nothing.”      John 15:4-5  

Do you think we are abiding in Him if we have grieved 
and/or quenched the Spirit?  I don’t think so either! 
The Holy Spirit’s range of ministries to the believer, during 
this the time of the Church, is extensive. Let me close this 
section by asking you the same question I have already 
asked a number of times: How do you think any man-
made system of do’s or don’ts is going to stack up against 
that which God has provided through the Holy Spirit?  
They are never going to be even remotely close!  Further-
more, do you think we can produce anything acceptable 
to God by forsaking the Spirit and reverting to the energy 
of the flesh?  No way!   
To Walk in the Spirit is so far superior to the ways of the 
flesh that we should forsake it once and for all.  What 
God, in grace, provides is so much better!  We will con-
tinue our discussion of how we can Walk in the Spirit in 
Book 3, the final book in this series from Galatians. 
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