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Foreword 
Naturally, I have a basic understanding of any book of the 
Bible that I begin to study in order to teach it to others. 
However, there is something 
about preaching it week after 
week, in bite-sized portions, 
that really helps to clarify and 
unleash the power of God’s en-
during Word—at least for me!  
The beauty of this is that the 
Word of God, understood and 
received by faith, has the inher-
ent ability to transform the lives 
of those who respond.  With 
that outcome as a possibility, I 
try and capture some of what 
we have learned and preserve it 
in writing.   
As always, my heartfelt thanks to such a receptive audi-
ence to the Word of God.  You have no idea how motivat-
ing you are with respect to the study and preaching of 
God’s Word, and to committing what we have learned to 
writing!   
In His grace,  
 
Kevin Redig 
 
 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 
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Introduction 
I am going to walk you through a series of lessons from 
Galatians Chapters 3-6 on the Christian Life in order to 
answer two questions:  
 Is the Christian Life lived by law or by grace? 
 Is the Christian Life lived by flesh or by the Spirit?   
At the outset, many of you would choose grace and the 
Holy Spirit as the correct answers, but what I intend to 
show you is that no matter how you choose, spirituality by 
law-keeping is still something we all do.  We need to learn 
to recognize when we swerve off course, how to get back 
on course, and how to consistently appropriate God’s 
grace that we might walk in the Spirit.   
Let me be quick to add, I am not predominantly referring 
to the Mosaic Law, but rather spirituality by a law of our 
own making.  It doesn’t matter how good a code it might 
be, law of our own making is no substitute for the real 
thing, which is to Walk in the Spirit, not under law, but in 
grace!     
This brings us to our study of Gala-
tians, for this is the message tucked 
away in the second half of the book.  
The first two chapters focused upon 
our need to Guard the Gospel.  
These latter chapters focus upon 
what it means to live a truly spiritual 
life.  Our response to the challenge 
laid down by Paul within the pages 
of Scripture will help each of us.  We can identify those 
aspects of our lives that are dominated by the flesh or a 
form of spirituality by law, so that we can repent and align 
ourselves with doing things God’s way.  As we will see, 
that is the way to live under grace and Walk in the Spirit! 
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I. Establishing a Baseline 
You will find it very helpful to read and ponder Galatians 
3:1-5 before reading what follows.   
The first two chapters of Galatians focus upon the Gospel 
message by which a lost 
person gets saved from 
hell to heaven.  In Chap-
ter 3, there is a transition 
from changing one’s eter-
nal destiny, to living the 
Christian Life.  We can 
see it at the close of 
Chapter 2:  

The life I live in the 
body, I live by faith  
in the Son of God, 
who loved me and 
gave Himself for me. 
               Galatians 2:20  

Paul is talking about the life he lives as a believer and not 
how to become one.  In Chapter 3 and the remainder of 
the book focuses upon God’s plan for living the Christian 
Life.  Paul begins Chapter 3 by taking the Galatians to 
task yet again:“You foolish Galatians!”  The word trans-
lated foolish speaks to their dullness of thought.  He con-
tinues:“Who has bewitched you?”   The word translated  
bewitched can mean to put a spell upon or to bring to the 
point of evil by means of guile.  Dr. Harry A. Ironside 
paraphrased the verse this way: 

How is it that you seem to have come under a sort  
of spell, so that you have lost your grasp of the truth and 
your hearts and minds have become clouded by error?  
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The whole thrust of this opening verse certainly gets our 
attention!  Notice that Paul does not question whether or 
not these Galatian believers are saved.  (The certainty of 
the Galatians’ salvation is even more clear in Verses 2-3).  
Instead, he is addressing their foolishness.  In the same 
way, it is very likely that you have a friend or family mem-
ber that seems to have clearly responded in faith to the 
person and work of Jesus Christ, but then wanders or  
falls into doctrinal error.  What happened?  At this point, 
many will dismiss the problem by simply declaring them to 
be false believers.  Maybe.  But, upon the authority of 
God’s Word right here in Galatians Chapter 3: 

It is very possible for true believers to be foolish and 
to act as if under an evil spell, to start with the truth 
and then get tangled up in error!   

How does this happen?  Once again, Dr. Ironside has 
something instructive to say:   

It is quite possible for one to have been truly  
converted and to have begun with a clear, definite 
knowledge of the saving grace of the Lord Jesus,  
and then, because of failure to follow on to study  
the Word and to pray over it, to come under the  
influence of some false system, some unscriptural  
line of teaching. 

Unfortunately, when believers get tangled up in error, 
they often have greater zeal for the error than they did for 
the truth.  This means it can be very hard for them to 
break free of the error that now binds them! 
Continuing with Galatians 3:2:  

I would like to learn just one thing from you: did 
you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by 
believing what you heard? 
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Paul is asking the believers in these churches to think 
back to their salvation and answer a simple rhetorical 
question about whether they received the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit as the result of faith or law-keeping.  Paul 
knows the answer and his audience also knows the an-
swer.  He expects them to respond: 

Well now that you ask, everything I received at the 
point I placed my faith in Christ was because of faith.  
In fact, I specifically turned from the law to Christ. 

How then did the believers in Galatia get tangled up in the 
law again?   For the same reasons we do: 
 We have been beguiled by some smooth-talking false 

teacher.   
 We decide to cover our bets just in case. 
 We decide that the nuts and bolts nature of law-

keeping is a lot easier way to live the Christian Life 
than making the effort to grow in grace and knowl-
edge, and Walk in the Spirit.   

After just these two verses, there is already some applica-
tion for you to consider. 

Spirituality by Law is a Christian Life 
that has Swerved Off Course! 

You may already be thinking: “This doesn’t apply to me!  I 
don’t try to keep the Mosaic Law!”  No, you keep a law of 
your own making.  It is a natural part of the flesh, which 
will choose law over the Walk of the Spirit every time!   
Let me give you an illustration.  Early in my Coast Guard 
career, this Midwest raised and fairly new Christian was 
given orders to Virginia.  To my complete shock, I learned 
in our church there that the Christian Life seemed to be 
defined as avoiding smoking, drinking, dancing, and 
mixed-bathing!  (I didn’t have the foggiest idea what that 
last item was until someone explained.)   
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I also learned pretty quickly that if you did not do the 
things in this list, you were considered a good  Christian—
and that meant a spiritual Christian.  If you did do them, 
you were either not spiritual or not a Christian at all. 
It was easy for me, even as a new Christian, to come to 
the realization that the Biblical description of the Christian 
Life, and therefore the spirituality that God desired for me, 
couldn’t possibly be realized by keeping this list.  The 
point is that, given our own backgrounds and upbringing, 
each of us is very likely to have our own list of do’s and 
don’ts.  It is a great temptation to decide, if I keep the list 
I am spiritual and if I don’t, then I’m not!   
Keeping any list is not the Christian Life.  For the Christian 
Life is a supernatural life that requires supernatural en-
ablement! 
Getting the Right Order.  When Paul rejects law-
keeping as the means 
of justification in Gala-
tians 2:16 and 21, he 
says that to choose law 
would be to “set aside” 
the grace of God.  In 
short, we are going to 
choose either law or 
grace as our means to 
live the Christian Life.  
It is true that Paul had 
the Mosaic Law in mind 
as he wrote Galatians.  
But, an effort to keep 
any system of law,  
denominational or  
personal, as the means 
of spirituality will lead to the same disastrous results.   
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We must become sensitive to this issue of law versus 
grace, that we might avoid the gray and alien land of le-
galism.  Given the two possibilities below, which describes 
God’s way of doing things during the Church-age?   
1. Devotion on our part leads to blessing from God. 
2. God blesses us first with the intent that our devotion 

would follow.   
Here is what William R. Newell has to say about these two 
options:  

To preach devotion first, and blessing second is to  
reverse God’s order, and preach law not grace.  The 
law made man’s blessing dependent upon devotion; 
Grace confers undeserved, unconditional blessing:  
our devotion may follow, but does not always do so—
in proper measure. 

Choosing between the two options above is really to 
choose between law and grace!  Now let’s label the two 
options above for what they really are: 
1. Law.  Devotion on our part leads to blessing from 

God.   
2. Grace.  God blesses us first with the intent that our 

devotion would follow.  
To make blessing contingent upon the nation of Israel first 
proving their devotion was certainly true to some degree 
under the Mosaic Law, and it is illustrative of a law-
keeping mindset.  On the other hand, during this time of 
the Church, God has blessed us first and then is calling us 
to follow Him in dependent devotion.  This is the storyline 
of the New Testament epistles.  Let me give you just one 
example to prove the point.  The Book of Ephesians was 
written to the believers in the churches in Ephesus, and 
was intended to be shared with nearby areas as well.   
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In just the third verse of the book, right after his saluta-
tion, Paul writes:   

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ who has blessed us in the heavenly realms 
with every spiritual blessing in Christ.    Ephesians 1:3  

There it is!  Blessing is right up front—undeserved, un-
merited blessing.  That’s grace!  Then, for the next three 
chapters, Paul expounds upon many of those spiritual 
blessings included in our extraordinary position in Christ: 
being made alive in Him, raised up with Him, and seated 
with Him in the heavenlies.  It is not until Chapter 4 that 
Paul begins to talk about devotion to God.  He does so by 
telling his audience that that they are to walk worthy of 
who and what they are in Christ—worthy of the blessings 
that God has already given to them.   
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William Newell stated that our devotion may not always 
follow in proper measure.  Given the breadth and depth of 
God‘s blessings, our devotion will never follow in proper 
measure.  It is not possible to respond with a level of  
devotion high enough to measure up to the way God has 
already blessed us in His Son!   
We could never show a level of devotion worthy of merit-
ing even a fraction of what is available to every single 
born-again believer right from the very moment of salva-
tion!  Under grace, it is blessing first with an expectation 
that devotion is meant to follow.  
Avoiding Being Sidelined.  Attempting to live the Chris-
tian Life by law is to sideline yourself from the process of 
transformation that is so much a part of God’s intent for 
His children.  We see this in Titus 2:11-14:   

For the grace of God that brings salvation has  
appeared to all men.  It teaches us to say “No” to 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
controlled, upright and godly lives in this present 
age, while we wait for the Blessed Hope—the glori-
ous appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from 
all wickedness and to purify for Himself a people 
that are His very own, eager to do what is good.  

Did you catch what Paul is saying?  It isn’t law that teaches 
us to say no to ungodliness and worldly passions, it is in-
stead the grace of God that teaches us to do so!  God re-
deemed us from all wickedness and His intent is that we 
be a purified people.  The passage from Titus paints a 
beautiful picture of the process of sanctification—God’s 
people being ever more set apart unto Him.  Let’s do a 
quick side-by-side comparison:  
1. Spirituality by law-keeping: don’t drink, don’t smoke,  

. . . (and whatever else you want to add). 
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2. A snapshot of spiritual-
ity as defined by God:   
Therefore as God’s 
chosen people. . . 
clothe yourself with 
compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness 
and patience. . .and 
over all these virtues 
put on love, which 
binds them all to-
gether in perfect 
unity.     
         Colossians 3:12-14 

Now perhaps you think 
this is an unfair compari-
son.  Most have a more refined system of law than “Don’t 
smoke, don’t drink. . . ”  I agree, but I have never come 
across anyone with a personal system of right and wrong 
that looks anything like Colossians 3:12-14.  That’s be-
cause, if they did, it would be impossible to keep!   
The point is that we develop our own personal system of 
law-keeping, adding snippets from God’s Law, as some-
thing we think we are going to be able to accomplish in 
our own strength.  On the other hand, I know the Spirit of 
God is manifesting the life of Christ in me when the attrib-
utes in Colossians 3:12-14 start to show up in my life—for 
it would be impossible to achieve them on my own!   
Only the grace of God, by means of the Spirit of God, 
could accomplish such a thing.  To turn to law is to short-
circuit the whole process.  The personal code you are at-
tempting to live by may be very good, but it is greatly in-
ferior to God’s provision of the life of Christ manifest in 
you! 
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Avoiding Being Judgmental.  There is an additional 
problem associated with spirituality by law-keeping, it  
always looks down on those who don’t measure up! 

This man (Jesus) is not from God, for He does not 
keep the Sabbath (man-made regulations).  John 9:16 

This is a perfect illustration.  The Jewish religious leader-
ship was looking down their noses at Jesus and declaring 
Him to be ungodly!  Can you imagine?  What could cause 
their analysis to be so far off base?  It was a mindset of 
spirituality by law-keeping.  True spirituality leaves room 
for those of lesser maturity.  In contrast to the Pharisees’ 
condemnation of Jesus, consider how lovingly Jesus minis-
tered to His disciples as they slowly progressed spiritually 
under His teaching.  What a difference.   
Now we see why Paul is so concerned for the churches in 
Galatia as they turn back to the Law.  He sees the true 
spirituality of these congregations so dear to him slowly 
slipping away as they turn back to a system of law-
keeping.  That means their love and compassion for each 
other is going to be slipping away as well.   
I can tell whether a congregation is grace oriented or law 
oriented by how they treat one another.  Is there a re-
laxed attitude toward those at different levels of growth?  
Is there a coming alongside and gentle instruction of the 
immature in the truths of the faith, or is there harsh con-
demnation of those who don’t measure up to the stan-
dard—whatever that standard might be?   
The difference between a gracious congregation and a  
legalistic one is very easy to discern after just a short  
period of observation.  I trust that the consistent teaching 
of God’s Word will continually foster the transformation of 
our fellowship into one that is ever more gracious and 
therefore more beautiful to behold.   
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Spirituality by Law Makes  
Foolish Christians 

Returning to our text:  
Are you so foolish?  After beginning with the Spirit, 
are you now trying to attain your goal by human  
effort?                  Galatians 3:3 

Paul does not mince words or veil his message under 
pleasantries.  If you are doing what the churches in Gala-
tia are doing, then you are a foolish Christian.  As you can 
see, Paul has switched topics to the second of our deadly 
duo.  Just as attempting to live the Christian Life by some 
set of rules is not possible in the plan of God, so too is at-
tempting to live the Christian Life by means of human ef-
fort—we’ll call that self for short.  The Christian Life is a 
supernatural life from beginning to end, and it requires a 
supernatural means!   
Further, if you fall back to spirituality by law, you have 
also foolishly fallen back to a life powered by self.  These 
two errors go together.  If you have one, you have the 
other.  A personal example will help clarify.  As were 
many of you, I was raised within a clearly-articulated   

The Christian life is a supernatural kind of life... 
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system of doing good.  It was a blend of law, church de-
nomination, family values, and the like.  I trusted in this 
system to tell me when I was living uprightly and when I 
was not.  Then, I came in contact with the truth of my lack 
of standing before a holy God.  He was holy and I was 
not—no matter how closely I followed my personal system.  
All my righteousness was as filthy rags before the Lord 
(Isaiah 64:6), and it could never hope to withstand the  
scrutiny of His perfect righteousness and justice.   
My only hope was Jesus and all that He provided: forgive-
ness for sins, His righteousness imputed to me, and the 
gift of eternal life.  At 20 years of age, I placed my faith in 
Him and thereby crossed over from death to life.  Many of 
you have the same testimony whether you placed your 
faith in Christ at age 6 or age 60!  That is one of the mar-
velous wonders of God’s gift of salvation—there is no ex-
piration date!  You can exit the Broad Road leading to  
destruction any time you turn in faith to the Lord Jesus 
Christ.    
I sometimes meet lost people who act as if the opportu-
nity for salvation has passed them by.  Like the thief on 
the cross, you can get saved for all eternity right up to the 
point you draw your last breath!  At the point that we 
placed our faith in Christ, He not only saved us, but the 
Holy Spirit became involved as well.  The Holy Spirit re-
generated us, He baptized us into the Body of Christ, He 
indwelt us, and He sealed us.  Every one of these things 
was completely beyond out ability to accomplish.  After all 
the Holy Spirit did for us at the point of salvation, why in 
the world would we ever think that we could manage to 
live a Christ-pleasing life apart from His ongoing work in 
our lives?  The Spirit is the source of the incomparably 
great power for those who believe. (Ephesians 1:19)  Fool-
ish is a pretty good term to describe anyone who would 
even think that human effort is preferable to the power of 
the Holy Spirit.  
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Now is a good time to review a diagram to which we often 
refer.  The first tense of our Christian life, our salvation 
(deliverance) from hell to heaven was a provision of the 
grace of God and accomplished by the power of God.  In 
the same way, the second tense which is our remaining 
days on earth, is supernatural.  If we want to live a life 
whereby we avoid carnality and produce fruit that lasts, 
where we walk worthy of who and what we are in Christ, 
where we redeem the time, then we must appropriate by 
faith what God in grace provides.  That includes the  
enabling power of the Holy Spirit rather than our own 
strength.  There is no other way to accomplish the quality 
of life to which we are called!   

Now, one last point  
Have you suffered so much for nothing—if it really 
was for nothing?          Galatians 3:4 

Many, many Christians have a testimony of persecution 
following their conversion, especially in circumstances 
where Christianity is vilified.  What Paul is saying is that all 
of the suffering caused by this persecution is for naught if 
we turn back to spirituality by law.  What is the point of 
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suffering persecution for a spiritual life which has already 
been derailed and is without power?  If we suffer, let it be 
for the real thing! 
We have made a good start on our 
investigation of two questions: 
Grace versus Law and Spirit versus 
Flesh, as should be apparent in 
our response to Galatians 3:5: 

Does God give you His Spirit 
and work miracles among you 
because you observe the law, 
or because you believe what 
you heard?  

Our reflexive answer should be that every blessing in the 
Christian Life, everything that God accomplishes through 
us, comes from the grace of God as the result of believing 
what we have heard.   

II. Considering Abraham 
The next section in Galatians uses the life of Abraham to 
teach an important lesson about faith.  Let’s begin this 
section by considering the following statement:   

Every spiritual milestone, all spiritual progress, and 
every spiritual accomplishment is ultimately related to 
believing what you hear from God’s Word; specifically, 
responding to it and walking in it by faith! 

Defending the Statement 
Is every spiritual milestone truly related to responding in 
faith?  How about entry into the Christian Life?  

Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed 
in His Name, He gave the right to become children 
of God. . .             John 1:12 
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How about living the Christian Life?   
So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, 
continue to live in Him, rooted and built up in Him 
strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and 
overflowing with thankfulness.     Colossians 2:6 

What about the end of our Christian lives?  Is there a  
desired milestone?  

His master replied, “Well done, good and faithful  
servant!  You have been faithful with a few things;  
I will put you in charge of many things.  Come and 
share your master’s happiness.”        Matthew 25:23 

Do you see what we just did?  We covered the entire  
Christian Life—from the moment of our salvation until we 
stand before the Lord on the threshold of eternity—and 
what do we find promoted or commended at every step 
along the way?  Faith!  That’s the common thread 
throughout.  God is looking for a faith response to Himself 
and His revelation!  
We have considered spiritual milestones.  What about 
spiritual progress?  

And without faith it is impossible to please God,  
because anyone who comes to Him must believe 
that He exists and that He rewards those who  
earnestly seek Him.            Hebrews 11:6  
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith.  Now there is in store for 
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord,  
the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—
and not only to me, but also to all who have longed 
for His appearing.          II Timothy 4:7-8 

Certainly, spiritual progress would please the Lord, and 
there is no pleasing Him without faith.  Spiritual progress 
means learning to walk by faith!    
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When Paul says he has kept the faith, he is saying that he 
fought the good fight of dependence upon God.  He fin-
ished the race of moment-by-moment walking by faith.  
Keeping the faith is a summary term for how we are to 
live our lives—our day-by-day and moment-by-moment 
dependence upon Him and His revelation to us.   
Finally, how about when it comes to accomplishments.  Is 
faith a necessary component?  Do some reading in He-
brews 11.  It is full of great spiritual accomplishments and 
every one is connected to faith.  Consider just this short 
excerpt: 

And what more shall I say. . .Gideon, Barak, Sam-
son, Jephthah, David, Samuel and the prophets, 
who through faith conquered kingdoms, adminis-
tered justice, and gained what was promised. . . 
These were all commended for their faith. . .   
                Hebrews 32-39 

Are you grasping the connection?  A chapter that is all 
about spiritual accomplishment is also all about faith.  To 
summarize once again:   

Every spiritual milestone, all spiritual progress, and 
every spiritual accomplishment is ultimately related to 
believing what you hear from God’s Word; specifically, 
responding to it and walking in it by faith! 

Understanding Abraham’s Example 
The above discussion of faith brings us back to the text of 
Galatians and a consideration of Abraham.   

Consider Abraham:  “He believed God, and it was 
credited to him as righteousness.”     Galatians 3:6 

Paul is quoting from Genesis 15:6, and is reminding us 
that Abraham became righteous in God’s sight, not  
because of what he did but because He believed God’s 
promise to him.  I think we can make the claim that, no  
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later than this point right here, Abraham became eternally 
saved.  You may wonder how I can be so sure of that.  In 
order to understand, you must follow an important thread 
of Biblical revelation.   
In Romans 3, we again find the topic of righteousness:  

 . . .even the righteousness of God, through faith in 
Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe.   
              Romans 3:22   

Those who have placed their faith in the person and work 
of Christ receive the very righteousness of God.  This is 
the basis for what is called justification, which is to have a 
righteous standing before God.  We gain this standing  
because, when we believe, God gives us His righteousness 
as part of His gift of salvation.   
Now let’s move one chapter further into Romans 4:   

For if Abraham was justified by works, he has some-
thing to boast about, but not before God.  For what 
does the Scripture say?  “Abraham believed God and 
it was accounted to him for righteousness.”    
                  Romans 4:3   
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Abraham is now being used as an illustration of the truth 
we just saw in Romans 3.  Faith in Christ leads to the re-
ceipt of His righteousness.  That is exactly what Abraham 
received, as the result of his faith, back in Genesis 15.  
Paul even quotes the very verse!  So, Abraham is the New 
Testament illustration of justification by faith! 
Let’s look at the next few verses in Galatians: 

Understand, then, that those who believe are  
children of Abraham.  The Scripture foresaw that 
God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and  
announced the Gospel in advance to Abraham: “All 
nations will be blessed through you.”  So those who 
have faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man 
of faith.               Galatians 3:7-9 

Once again, Paul uses a quote from the Old Testament, 
this time from 
Genesis 12:3.  He 
is connecting the 
dots for us.  
Through Jesus 
Christ, who was a 
descendant of 
Abraham, all na-
tions will be 
blessed by the 
availability of sal-
vation through 
faith.  Those who 
believe in Christ 
are, therefore, the spiritual children of Abraham—our illus-
tration of faith.  By the way, this does not set aside God’s 
promises to His chosen peoples, the racial descendants of 
Abraham. Rather, it places a premium upon faith in Jesus 
Christ for both Jew and Gentile.   
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Changing the Focus 

Within the context of our study, which is to choose a spiri-
tuality that is based upon the grace of God rather than 
keeping a system of law, it is time to change our focus 
from positional justification to experiential justification.  
Positional justification was described above, it is being  
legally declared righteous in God’s sight as the result of 
receiving the imputation of Christ’s righteousness. 
(Romans 3:22)   
Experiential righteousness has to do with the quality of 
the life we live.  It is the righteousness that a watching 
world sees.  I want to take the time to make this distinc-
tion because those who are of the law-keeping persuasion 
will typically attack a life oriented to the grace of God and 
the Spirit of God as being sloppy.  They will say that type 
of life is not producing enough, is not holy enough, is not 
righteous enough.   
The grace position on righteousness calls for a quality of 
life that is so far above that which is obtained by law-
keeping that there is no comparison.  In short, lost people 
aren’t attracted to legalism, and I don’t think God is fond 
of it either.   
Positional Righteousness.  We need to understand the 
concept of positional righteousness.  This term refers to 
the righteousness that is imputed to us at the point of 
faith in Christ.  It is the righteousness of God that has 
now been credited to our account.  

. . .you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us 
wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness,  
holiness and redemption.      I Corinthians 1:30   

Because we are “in Christ Jesus” as the result of having 
placed our faith in Him, we share in His righteousness, 
and it is this righteousness that will allow us to stand in  
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the presence of a holy God.  
In the illustration at right, the  
triangle represents the triune 
God—Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  The arrow represents 
God imputing His righteous-
ness to the one who has 
trusted in Christ.  When  
Genesis 15 and Romans 4 
speak of God crediting right-
eous to Abraham, it is posi-
tional righteousness.   
It is important to understand 
that positional righteousness 
does not speak of our behavior but our standing.  It is not 
something that we have done, it is something that we re-
ceive from God.  It is not something we feel, but some-
thing we hold fast to as a matter of faith.  If we have be-
lieved, you and I are justified before God because, on the 
authority of His Word, we have:  

. . .even the righteousness of God, through faith in 
Jesus Christ, to all on and on all who believe.  
              Romans 3:22 

Experiential Righteousness.  There is a second aspect 
of righteousness, which is called practical or experiential 
righteousness.  This refers to our conduct, the life we live 
and what is observed by others.  For the Christian, it is 
axiomatic that the imputed righteousness we have re-
ceived from God is meant to manifest itself experientially!  
God intends for us to live an upright life.  We are meant 
to live a life that is progressively more righteous in His 
sight as we spiritually mature.  This is illustrated in the 
diagram at the top of the next page which is based upon 
a favorite Old Testament passage.   
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Proverbs 4:18 says:  
The path of the righteous is like the first gleam  
of dawn, growing ever brighter until the full light  
of day.    

Abraham was righteous in God’s sight because he be-
lieved the promise of God.  But his walk, or path, was to 
become ever more righteous in terms of experience as his 
faith matured.  The image portrays the first gleam of light 
at sunrise that eventually becomes the full light of day.  
So, too, the righteousness that we manifest in our daily 
lives is meant to become brighter as we grow spiritually. 
Proverbs 4:18 provides a marvelous picture, but do we 
have a clear description of experiential righteousness?  
Consider the following from the Book of Titus: 

For the grace of God that brings salvation has  
appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying  
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly in the present  
age. . .            Titus 2:11-12    
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Would you agree this is a 
high calling?  I would, for 
we are to live righteously. 
Does this kind of life seem 
like something that could 
be accomplished in our 
own strength and by 
means of a system of do’s 
and don’ts?  Hardly!  We 
could easily quote Paul at 
this point: 

Are you so foolish?  After beginning with the Spirit, 
are you now trying to attain your goal by human 
effort?             Galatians 3:3  

Returning to Abraham 
Let’s return to the life of Abraham and conduct a very in-
teresting exercise.  For each of the following scenarios, 
decide whether Abraham had imputed (positional) right-
eousness, experiential righteousness, or both.  After each 
scenario, circle your answer and then read on. 
 When Abraham believed God’s promise to him.  

(Genesis 15)  
Imputed Righteousness Experiential Righteousness Both 

As we have seen, this happens to be the defining  
moment when God imputed righteousness to Abra-
ham.  We really don’t know much about his behavior, 
so we can’t really comment on his experiential or  
practical righteousness.  

 When Abraham and his wife decided that God wasn’t 
providing an heir fast enough and so he went along 
with Sarah’s scheme to speed things up through  
Hagar?  (Genesis 16) 

Imputed Righteousness Experiential Righteousness Both 
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Imputed righteousness, once received, never changes.  
But, operation Hagar was most certainly not an exam-
ple of walking uprightly or by faith.  He retained his 
imputed righteousness, but was not exhibiting experi-
ential righteousness in his actions. 

 When Abraham pleaded with God to preserve Sodom if 
he could find ten righteous men.  Abraham was filing 
the role of intercessor on behalf of his nephew Lot and 
his family.  (Genesis 18) 

Imputed Righteousness Experiential Righteousness Both 

I think you can make a case for both.  Of course his 
imputed righteousness remains, but he was also inter-
ceding on behalf of what he presumed to be a right-
eous remnant in Sodom.  

 When Abraham told King Abimelech that Sarah was his 
sister, rather than his wife, because he feared for his 
life.  (Genesis 20) 

Imputed Righteousness Experiential Righteousness Both 

If Abraham could lose his imputed righteousness, this 
would have been the time.  However no such thing is 
ever mentioned and God continues right on with his 
plans and purposes for Abraham.  So his imputed 
righteousness remains, but he most certainly is not 
displaying any degree of righteousness to a watching 
world.  In fact, Abimelech rebukes him for failing to do 
so.  When an unbeliever rebukes a believer for a lack 
of experiential righteousness, there is a problem.  

 When Abraham prepared to sacrifice his son Isaac—
the child of promise—in obedience to the Lord’s com-
mand.  (Genesis 22) 

Imputed Righteousness Experiential Righteousness Both 

The answer is most certainly both in this case. 
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The book of Hebrews says it this way: 
By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up 
Isaac. . . concluding that God was able to raise him 
up, even from the dead. . .        Hebrews 11:17-19   
Not only is Abraham’s imputed righteousness intact, 
but his upright walk of obedience is an example that 
has lived on down through the centuries.   

It is quite likely that the above examples were more than 
was necessary to make the point, but I wanted you to see 
something.  While imputed righteousness comes at the 
moment of faith, the righteousness we put on display to 
the watching world takes time to develop.  In fact, some-
times it regresses as it did with Abraham.  Far too often a 
lack of righteousness is judged as a lack of salvation, 
when in reality it may simply be a lack of spiritual matur-
ity.  That was certainly the case with Abraham!  Read 
Proverbs 4:18 and review our diagram depicting the 
Tenses of Salvation.   

The path of the righteous is like the first gleam of 
dawn, growing ever brighter until the full light of 
day.             Proverbs 4:18   
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This verse from Proverbs is saying the following: The path 
of the one with imputed righteousness is meant to be one 
where the life lived becomes progressively more righteous 
in terms of experience, until we go home to be with the 
Lord in a glorified and perfectly righteous state.   

Notice that, in the diagram of the Tenses of Salvation, the 
horizontal section that depicts the Christian Life is labeled 
with the call from Ephesians 5 to walk as children of light.  
This causes us to think of a life growing ever brighter.  
Our faith in the Gospel has led to a righteous standing  
before God.  That is not meant to be an end, but a begin-
ning.  God wants us to walk in such a way that we are, in 
experience, what we are in imputation—righteous before 
a holy God and righteous before a watching world.   
If you understand this, then Paul’s challenge to the Gala-
tian church becomes equally a challenge to us!  This is 
something we can not do through a system of legalism 
and in the energy of the flesh!  It can only be accom-
plished by means of the Holy Spirit and through the grace 
God ever so willingly provides.  That is where the answer 
lies!    

III. Choosing Law or Grace 
The choice between law and grace is the choice between 
cursing and blessing.  Let’s start this discussion with the 
following statement: 

The church in our day could not possibly be less guilty 
than the churches to whom Galatians was addressed!   

By saying the churches in Galatia were guilty, I refer to 
the fact that they were mistakenly blending law and 
grace, faith and works.  I would also suggest this is the 
reason the letter to the churches of Galatia has been in-
cluded in the canon of Scripture, for this historically has  
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been a problem in the Church and God has preserved in 
the Scriptures His mind on the matter.  We have been 
forewarned, God expects us to be on constant alert and 
respond as necessary!  God’s goal for us is a grace-
oriented, Spirit-filled fellowship that is free of the stifling 
effect of legalism. 

Resistance to Legalism 
Let’s continue to address potential resistance to this idea 
of legalism.  Many of you are still thinking that law keep-
ing, as in the Mosaic Law, simply isn’t a problem for you, 
that you don’t even know much about it!   But that resis-
tance is error because legalism, and by that I mean trying 
to live the Christian Life by rule-keeping of any kind, is an 
ever present pitfall that the Christian who desires to 
please God and walk worthy of who he or she is in Christ 
simply must avoid.  Thus, I hope to settle this matter on 
two counts.  
Count #1:  Defaulting back to spirituality by the Mosaic 
Law, rather than by the grace provision of the Holy Spirit, 
is much more pervasive in Protestantism than we realize!  
Schofield said, more than a century ago, that “modern 
protestantism has been thoroughly Galatianized. . .” 
It is much worse today!  Here is a small sampling of 
quotes by some famous theologians who have most defi-
nitely impacted seminary training for decades.   

Only by loving, fearing and obeying the law, shall we 
be kept from sinning.          A.W. Pink 
Redemption forms a new obligation to law-keeping as 
well as puts us in a position for it.         H. Bonar 
Genuine sanctification will show itself in habitual  
respect for God’s Law, and habitual effort to live in 
obedience to it as a rule of life.       J.C. Ryle 



 

27 

I am most certainly not for lawlessness or sin among the 
people of God.  I am 
just firmly committed 
to living the Christian 
Life God’s way.  Here 
is the problem with 
the above quotes: 
they may have a cer-
tain pious sound to 
them, in fact whole 
systems of theology 
have been built upon 
them, but they are 
readily and thoroughly 
refuted by the Word 
of God.  So they must 
be rejected.  Let’s take each quote and let the text of 
Scripture speak for itself.   

Only by loving, fearing and obeying the law, shall we 
be kept from sinning.              A.W. Pink 
Walk by the Spirit and you will not gratify the  
desires of the sinful nature.      Galatians 5:16 

The first quote excludes a walk by the Spirit.  That is a 
serious affront to the Word of God!  When it comes to 
avoiding sin, it would appear that God has something alto-
gether different in mind in the Christian age.   

Redemption forms a new obligation to law-keeping as 
well as puts us in a position for it.          H. Bonar 
Who has bewitched you?. . .Did you receive the 
Spirit by observing the Law or by believing what 
you heard? . . .how is it that you are turning back to 
those weak and miserable principles?  Do you wish 
to be enslaved by them all over again?   
             Galatians 3:1-3, 4:9 
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During this, the time of the Church, are we redeemed in 
order to come back under bondage to the Law?  Clearly, 
that is to go back to weak and miserable principles.  

Genuine sanctification will show itself in habitual  
respect for God’s Law, and habitual effort to live in 
obedience to it as a rule of life.       J.C. Ryle 
. . . the Law of the Spirit of life set me free from the 
Law of Sin and Death.  For what the Law was pow-
erless to do. . .          Romans 8:2-3 

Ryle speaks of pseudo and not genuine sanctification.  
The Law is declared, by God, to be powerless to produce 
a sanctified life.  That is why He provided the Law of the 
Spirit of Life, which has set us free from law-keeping as a 
rule of life! 
Count #2:  There is another aspect of law-keeping of 
which we must be aware.  We have been duped if we 
think the Mosaic Law is the only form of legalism by which 
we can be ensnared.  We can easily fall prey to legalism 
whenever we default to a man-made system of rules as a 
means of spirituality.  Take a moment and make a mental 
list of the top three things you could do to improve your 
Christian Life.  It is easy to put yourself under a law of 
your own making.  Let’s test your list with three verses of 
of Scripture: 

Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what 
He said. . .Mary has chosen what is better and it will 
not be taken away from her.         Luke 10:38-42  
“Abide in Me and I in You.  No branch can bear fruit 
by itself; it must abide in the Vine.  Neither can you 
bear fruit unless you abide in Me. . .apart from Me 
you can do nothing.”           John 15:4-5  
I want to know Christ and the power of His  
resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in His 
sufferings, becoming like Him in His death. . .   
               Philippians 3:10 
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This is a list of three Scriptural things you could do to im-
prove your Christian Life.  How did your list compare?  It 
is likely that your list contained things you could do, check 
off the list, and claim victory.  The real Christian Life is 
nothing like that.  It is relational between Creator and 
creature.  It requires us to abide, and know, and fellow-
ship.  Do you see why people choose to think tithing is 
spiritual?  It is so much easier!   
The Christian Life is a vital, supernaturally-enabled kind of 
life that requires constant attention and spiritual sensitivity.  

Realize What’s at Stake 
We have seen how easily law-keeping can creep into our 
thinking, but have you fully realized what is at stake?   
1. Will sin be your master?   

For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you 
are not under law but under grace.         Romans 6:14   

God, in grace, has provided a means of deliverance 
from the sin nature, but, if you put yourself under law, 
sin will be your master!  This is the clear implication of 
this verse in Romans.   
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2. Will you bear fruit in your life?  
So, my brothers, you also died to the law through 
the body of Christ, that you might belong to  
another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in 
order that we might bear fruit to God.     Romans 7:4   

How can we bear fruit to God, fruit that will be acceptable 
to Him when we stand before Him at the Bema Seat judg-
ment?  We must die to the Law through our identification 
with the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ.  If we 
have not died to the Law—separated ourselves from it as 
a way of life—then ours will be a fruitless life! 
Paul was torn-up over what was happening within the 
churches he planted 
in Galatia—their 
turning from the 
grace of God back to 
legalism as a means 
to live the Christian 
Life.  He knew that 
this would stifle their 
spirituality, put them 
back under bondage 
to the flesh, and 
compromise any 
chance of bearing fruit acceptable to God.  What a heavy 
burden this must have been for this great man of God.  I 
trust our hearts feel that same burden!  So that, in our 
personal walk with the Lord and as a fellowship of believ-
ers, we are beginning to see the essential nature of 
choosing grace over law and the Holy Spirit over the flesh! 
As we return to our text in Galatians, the issue of what’s 
at stake continues to be front and center!   
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All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, 
for it is written:  “Cursed is everyone who does not 
continue to do everything written in the Book of the 
Law.                Galatians 3:10 

What leaps out of the text of this verse is the concept of 
being cursed for law-keeping!  Perhaps you are thinking, 
“How can this be?  Didn’t God give the Law to man?”  This 
is the startling truth that this verse is communicating.  
Cursed Are Those Who Rely on the Law.  First, the 
Mosaic Law is from God.  It is holy, righteous and good.   

So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is 
holy, righteous and good.        Romans 7:12 

It came from God and was given to Moses at Mt. Sinai.  In 
turn, Moses was meant to communicate the Law to the 
nation of Israel.   
The need for discernment arises with doing the Law and 
God’s purpose for the Law.  As for the problem with doing 
the Law, let’s use you and me as examples, although the 
exact same problem could be applied to the Israelites.  
Are we doing every part of the Law all the time?   

 Thou shalt have no gods before Me. . .    Exodus 20:2 
Have you never loved anything more than God—your 
business, family possessions, or even self?  Then you 
have made a god of other things.  

Thou shalt make no. . .graven image. . .   Exodus 20:4 

Have you never in your life set up anything in the place of 
God—success, money, or other material items?  Then 
have had an idol, a graven image, in your heart! 

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God  
in vain. . .              Exodus 20:7 
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Have you never in a fit 
of anger or in common 
conversation used the 
name of God in a way 
you should not?   Have 
you ever added OMG 
to a text or accepted it 
in the same way you 
would an exclamation 
point?  You have taken 
the name of the Lord in vain.  

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
                Exodus 20:8 

Have you ever failed to set aside time for God, ever come 
to His Word with a trifling spirit, ever found worship to be 
boring and simply put up with the service so that you 
could get home to the game or the final round?  You have 
failed to keep the Sabbath.   
Are you still clean in your own eyes?  These examples 
only covered the first four commandments!  You are not 
going to make it through all ten of them untouched!  Here 
is why we are all in trouble:   

For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles 
at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.  
                 James 2:10 

At this point, we should realize that we all are guilty!  
That’s why Scripture is able to say so dogmatically:   

There is no one righteous, not even one; there is  
no one who understands, no one who seeks God. 
              Romans 3:10 
All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of  
God. . .             Romans 3:23 
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These are declarative and absolute statements, simply be-
cause fallen man cannot keep God’s holy Law.  We may 
do fine with regard to one aspect, yet stumble at another.  
Fallen man simply cannot measure up to the simple stan-
dard a holy God has given us.  
God’s Purpose for the Law.  How naturally that leads 
us to God’s intended purpose for the Law.   

Therefore no one will be declared righteous in His 
sight by observing the Law; rather, through the Law 
we become conscious of sin.       Romans 3:20 

You see the Law documents what sin is.  It makes it clear 
that we are sinners and, therefore, in need of a Savior.  
That’s why Galatians 3:22 tells us the “whole world is a 
prisoner of sin!”  It is our inability to keep the Law that 
puts an exclamation mark to that claim! 
Once God’s purpose for the Law becomes clear, a verse 
we have already studied comes crisply into focus:  

So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that 
we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by  
observing the Law, because by observing the Law 
no one will be justified.       Galatians 2:16  

Law-keeping of any kind was never meant to be the direct 
means of salvation.  Rather, it was meant to prove that 
we are sinners in need of a Savior and then point us to 
God’s provision for what we desperately need.  Since the 
works of the Law are out, that leaves faith in the Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, as the provision of God’s grace for 
the salvation of mankind.  So where does that leave those 
of us who are law-keepers?  The answer—cursed!   

All who rely on observing the Law are under a 
curse. . . “Cursed is everyone who does not continue 
to do everything written in the Book of the Law.”  
             Galatians 3:10   
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But perhaps you are thinking: “I have been doing just fine 
in my Christian Life.  I have my system!”  . 

Clearly no one is justified before God by the law, 
because, “The righteous will live by faith.”  The law 
is not based on faith; on the contrary, “The man 
who does these things will live by them.”   
            Galatians 3:11-12 

When you have your system, you live by it—and where 
does that leave God?  He is out of the picture!  However, 
God intends for the righteous, those who are justified be-
fore Him as the result of faith in Christ, to continue on in 
the Christian life in a walk of dependent faith.  That’s 
what it means when it says the righteous will live by faith.  
It is equally clear that the law—any system of law—is not 
a faith-based, but rather a works-based, approach.   
What is at stake is the choice between a Christ-centered  
or a law-centered life.  One of these approaches is vital 
and dynamic, and the other is dead.  
The Bible Provides an Example.  One of the best ex-
amples of how living by law can lead to spiritual deadness 
is found in John Chapter 5.  Few could claim to keep the 
Law as thoroughly as the religious leadership of Jesus’ 
day.  Look at how Jesus denounced them.  

“You diligently study the Scriptures because you 
think that by them you possess eternal life.  These 
are the Scriptures that testify about Me, yet you  
refuse to come to me to have life.”     John 5:39-40 

The religious leadership of Jesus’ day, even with their  
diligent study of the Scriptures, were proclaimed by Jesus 
to be spiritually dead.  Why?  They refused to come to 
Him in faith, and instead chose to live by their system—
the law.  That is exactly what Paul is saying: To be right-
eous, you have to come in faith; and the law is not of 
faith, for you just live by the rules.   
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Let me paraphrase the words of Warren W. Wiersbe.   
If it is the Law that curses, locks us up to sin, and I 
have shown you that’s its purpose, why then would 
you turn to that which is a ministration of death as 
the means to live a God-pleasing life?  Oh you foolish 
_______________ !   

Perish the thought that our names, or the name of this 
fellowship would ever fill in that blank.   

One Last Challenge 
Before looking more closely at our second topic, the Walk 
in the Spirit, let me challenge your thinking one last time 
on the issue of law versus Grace.   
If you want to assess your Christian Life, how do you do 
it?  Most of us, like an airplane pilot, run through a check-
list of our own making—that’s our law!  Now listen to the 
voice of Scripture, and what it has to say to us:  

Search me Oh God and know my heart. . .  
              Psalm 139:23 
 Abide in Me, and I in you.        John 15:4 
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. . .Christ in you the hope of glory.      Colossians 1:27 

. . .I no longer live, yet Christ lives in me. . .   
                 Galatians 2:20 
. . .your life is hidden with Christ in God.  
             Colossians 3:3  

Do these Scriptures sound like a call to check-list living?  
Can you love your spouse by a checklist?  You can’t  
respond to God that way either!  God, in His grace, has 
provided His Word and His Holy Spirit as the means by 
which we might live a supernaturally-enabled life in com-
plete dependence upon, and fullness of relationship with, 
our Creator and Savior.  
Who would turn away from such a calling?  Only those 
who want to simplify and compartmentalize the Christian 
Life so they can move on to other more important things, 
without realizing that THERE ARE NO MORE IMPORTANT 
THINGS. 
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Also consider the following annotated Scripture: 
“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden 
(with a system of law that you can’t really keep and that 
provides no vitality—no life of Christ within), and I will 
give you  rest.  (Dependent rest is so much better than 
vain striving.)  Take My yoke upon you and learn from 
Me, (Meet the Lord in His Word and learn to respond in 
faith.) for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls.  (The only time we enter 
the rest of God”is when we trust in Him and His provision.)  
For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”  (God is 
not asking us to produce the Christian Life, He is asking us 
to appropriate what He, in grace, has provided and He will 
produce the Christian Life in us.)   
               Matthew 11:28-30 

 
 
 

Coming in  
Lessons Learned from 

Galatians, Book 2 
In Book 1, we have confronted the question: Law or 
Grace?  The answer: Choose the grace of God!  In Book 2, 
we will explore the question: Flesh or Spirit?  That’s our 
next topic! 
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