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Foreword 
Is the message, so boldly proclaimed during the times of 
the early Church, still relevant in our day?  Before we an-
swer this question, let me give you the context in which I 
am asking it.  This sermon and subsequent Bible Studies 
were delivered during an ex-
tended study of the Church, that 
mystery that was introduced by 
Jesus in Matthew 16.  It was hid-
den throughout the Old Testa-
ment and brought into the full 
light of day on Pentecost when 
the Holy Spirit was poured out on 
the Apostles.   

Christ’s Church is meant to make 
evident to the universe, physical 
and spiritual, the manifold wis-
dom of God.  He intends for it to 
be His masterpiece and the body through which He ac-
complishes His purposes during this portion of history. 
(Ephesians 3:8-11, 2:10, 2:19-22)   

With such a pedigree, we should desire to look deeply at 
how God has designed and provided for His Church so 
that we might understand it and follow the blueprint laid 
down by God for its function and activity.  It is within that 
larger story of the church that I asked and answered the 
question, “Is the message still relevant? 

In His grace, 

 

Kevin Redig 
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Introduction 
In our current study, we have enjoyed a rich time of ex-
tracting principles from the first few chapters of Acts and 
then watching them put into prac-
tice as the Church began, gained 
momentum, and grew.  We have 
discovered principles such as the 
necessity of waiting upon the Lord, 
the Spirit’s vital role in both the car-
rying out of and response to minis-
try, and the amazing unity that is 
possible within a Spirit-filled body of 
believers.   

This brings us to a very important 
point in the second chapter of Acts; 
specifically, Peter’s great message to those gathered in 
Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost.  Thus far in our study 
we have taken a big-picture view, seeking to extract princi-
ples and observe practice.  However in this message I 
want to focus very closely on just four verses of Scripture:  
Acts 2:22-24, 36 

Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a 
Man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders 
and signs, which God did among you through Him,  

as you yourselves know.  This Man was handed over to 
you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge;  

and you, with the help of wicked men, put Him to death 
by nailing Him to the cross.  But God raised Him from 
the dead, freeing Him from the agony of death, because 
it was impossible for death to keep its hold on Him. . . 

Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made 
this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah. 
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For many, these will be very familiar words, but I do not 
want their familiarity to cause us to miss the huge implica-
tions for the Church through the centuries to the very day 
in which we live.  I want to address an issue, highlighted 
by these verses, that has been at the forefront of Christian 
thought for some time.  It is an issue that has caused a 
great deal of division in the Church, and, in fact, is a matter 
of contention right now in nearby Tucson and every other 
major city in the U.S.  If that is not enough, it is also an is-
sue that you will find throughout your extended families.   

We can ignore this issue, but that doesn’t mean it is going 
to go away.  If left untreated, like any other malady, it will 
potentially only worsen.  Finally, if we are going to be the 
ambassadors for Christ that He desires each one of us to 
be, we must understand this issue, sort it out for our-
selves, and decide on which side of the truth we stand.   

By the time we are finished, I think you will agree that 
we’re talking about something that is a very, very practical 
part of our understanding of the Church as well as where 
the Church stands in terms of principle and what it is doing 
in terms of practice.   

What is the Issue? 
At this point you are no doubt wondering,  
“To what issue are you referring? 
After reading these four verses, 
nothing in particular has jumped 
out at me!”  Let me begin to  
develop the issue for you.  When  
citing passages such as Acts 2:22-f,  
there is a great deal of discussion that elicits strong opinions.   
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For example, it elicits a strain of theological thinking that 
goes something like the following:   

The message in these verses is almost two thousand 
years old.  It was preached to the Jews of Palestine, 

which makes the audience a small number of people in 
an out-of-the-way place.  These people are geographi-
cally and historically removed from the people of our 
day and the make-up of our society.  Therefore, what 
we really need right now is a message that is relevant 
in our day and our time.  We need a message that will 

address our culture and seem relevant to those  
who might hear it, so that people will respond. 

In the recent past, I showed you a quote from the pastor of 
one of America’s largest churches stating that the time for 
expository preaching has passed. Instead, he said that 
what is needed is to address felt needs or problems that 
have a cultural/social relevance in our day.  Many have 
taken a position that the Gospel must also be contextual-
ized so that it connects to the people of our day.   

This line of thinking holds that a preacher needs a message 
that addresses people where they are and on topics that 
appeal to them.  Furthermore, it extends this line of reason-
ing to include the Gospel so that it too must address the felt 
needs of time and place. On this point, let me be clear.  
This is not an agenda that is being pushed by the world out 
there; but rather, one that is coming from within the Church.  
There have been books on this issue on the Christian 
best-seller list for the past 20 years.  You will find this type 
of thinking in Christian journals of all types and it is being 
taught today in our seminaries.  I want you to realize that 
this push to contextualize the Scriptures is a deeply sub-
stantive issue.   
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Let me share with you data from a recent Barna survey:   

More than 50% of Millennials and Gen Xers report that 
they have not been to church in the past six months.  

This is an astounding figure! (Millennials  
are those in the 15-35 age range,  
currently the largest generation  
in America.  Generation X refers to  
those in the 35-50 category.)   

Would you agree with me that if you  
haven’t attended church in more than  
six months, spiritual things are probably  
not very high on your list of priorities?   
Please note, not only is this an immense portion of the 
American population, it also reaches a much older group 
of Americans than we might have expected.   

Now, by this point you should be questioning what has 
caused this change to occur?  George Barna asked that 
question as well, and three reasons were given: the 
church’s irrelevance, hypocrisy, and moral failures.  So if 
you are a pastor concerned with growing your church 
(forgetting from the start that Jesus said, “My Church!”), 
what do you do?  There hasn’t been a lot of talk about 
tightening-up morality, in fact, just the opposite.  So having 
sufficiently relaxed moral strictures, we have simply made 
any kind of behavior difficult to qualify as moral failure thus 
taking care of the problem.  Everyone agrees hypocrisy is 
bad but no one can decide how to handle it.  As a result, 
most of the buzz, and almost all of the effort, has gone 
into addressing the purported irrelevance of the Church!   

That brings us to the issue raised earlier.  The claim is that 
there is a problem with the Church’s message.  The cry is 
that something needs to be done, we need a make-over in 
order to meet the needs of our time and day before it is 
too late! 
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What Does This Mean? 
I want to work through this slowly and systematically, so 
that, when we are finished, you will have a good under-
standing of what’s involved and what we need to do about 
these changes in thought, from a Biblical perspective.   

So here is our first major question:   

Why would someone say the message  
of Acts 2 is outdated? 

Those who say it is outdated will take you directly to Acts 
2 and point out that: 

 It says “Men of Israel,” and that’s not us. 

 Jesus did “miraculous signs among them,” but He has 
not done such acts among us. 

 And the stinging indictment, “you have taken by law-
less hands. . .and have crucified. . .”, well that’s not 
us—that was the Jews.    

Do you see the gist of the argument against the relevance 
of Peter’s message?  Many in our day are saying that you 
cannot take this text and use it.  It is not going to be well-
received (Is that really an issue?), it is not applicable, and, 
therefore, it is not relevant or perhaps is irrelevant.   

Before continuing, do you see how this connects to our 
study of the Church and the principles/practices by which 
God designed it to function?  If we are going to do ministry 
by the Spirit, be His witnesses, and be His ambassadors, 
we have to be fully confident of the message that we are 
to proclaim.  There is a lot of confusion and dialogue 
about what the message should or shouldn’t be, but pre-
cious little focus on “what sayeth the Lord” in His Word. 
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Here is a second major question:   

What does it mean to contextualize the message?   

Let’s start with terms.  To contextualize is to make some-
thing culturally relevant.  To address culture is to address 
the viewpoint, or way of thinking,  
of an identifiable group of people.   
You are likely to think of distant 
cultures, such as Chinese culture 
in contrast to European culture. 
More pertinent to our study is near  
culture, that is, how does the thinking 
of the Baby-boomer generation differ from 
that of Millennials?    

In case you don’t think this is of significance, do an inter-
net search on Millennials, and you will find thousands of 
articles that address how to market to this group, how to 
understand this group, and how to compete for their atten-
tion.  One thing you can be sure of, when American busi-
nesses spend this much time and money trying to figure 
out a particular generational subculture, it is likely to be a 
real phenomenon.   

Perhaps you are still struggling to see the significance of 
this issue, and are wondering why we are devoting the 
time and energy to dig deeper.  Isn’t this just a missions 
issue? It is true that this is of great significance to mission-
aries, but, according to the definition I just gave you, your 
children are likely culturally different from you, and your 
grandchildren most definitely are.  Do you care about the 
spiritual content of what they hear?  For the Gospel is: 

...the power of God for the salvation of those who believe. 
Romans 1:16 

And if you want your children and grandchildren to be 
saved, then they need to hear the Gospel.   
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Not only does this beg the question, “What is the content 
of the Gospel?”  But if, in the process of trying to make the 
message relevant, you change the essential nature of the 
message, you no longer have the power of salvation.  Ef-
forts to contextualize that change the Scriptures are sig-
nificant because eternal life is potentially at stake!  

Let me develop this a bit further.  According to another re-
cent survey, Evangelicals in America are split 50-50 on 
the inerrancy of Scripture.  Half believe the original writ-
ings were inspired by God and are therefore without error, 
and half do not.  Not surprising, the percentage that be-
lieves in inerrancy is much higher among those who are 
older and lower among those who are younger.  This per-
centage is among a sample of only those who identify 
themselves as evangelical Christians.   

Consider the situation where you are talking to a grand-
child (not an unbelieving, but a believing grandchild) about 
some aspect of truth, showing them the appropriate Scrip-
tures.  What do you do when that grandchild comes back 
to you and says,  “Well, Grandpa, that’s just the Bible.  It 
might be okay for you, but I am not sure it is a reliable 
source...”?  Here is the response that is being given in our 
day to this very issue:  “What we need is a message that 
will grab their attention; Peter’s won’t do it!  There were no 
special effects, no lighting or music, how could anyone 
possibly feel spiritual with this message?” 

I am a firm believer in absolutes and I tend to think in 
terms of black and white, I have a lot of problems with this 
whole line of thinking.  However, I realize that ignoring it is 
not going to make it go away.  Like most discussions of 
principle, we need to be very careful that we don’t over-
state our position.  Contextualization does have a place.  
Let me give you the ultimate example of its importance—
Bible translation efforts.   
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What do Wycliffe translators do in the field?  They spend 
years learning the language, sometimes needing to com-
mit it, for the first 
time, to a written 
form.  The sole pur-
pose of all this work 
is so that they can, in 
turn, translate the Bi-
ble into a language 
that speaks directly 
to the heart of the 
people. The goal is to 
take the Word of God and make it culturally relevant to 
them.  It is not enough to have it in a trade language they 
know just well enough to buy and sell, it needs to be cul-
turally relevant in order to be “alive and powerful,” and this 
is a very good thing.   

But with the good, naturally come some very serious is-
sues of concern.  There are some boundaries we should 
not transgress and some changes for the sake of sup-
posed relevance we should never make!  To illustrate this, 
using our example of Bible translators, what would you 
think about a translator who intentionally changed some 
part of the Word of God to soften it and make it more pal-
atable to those who were going to hear it in their heart lan-
guage (this has happened by the way)?  In principle, we 
know this is the wrong approach, and in practice we hope 
this error would be caught before the Word of God could 
be compromised.  The whole point of translation efforts is 
to, as accurately as possible, take what God said, neither 
adding to it nor taking away from it, and put it into the 
heart language of a culture that doesn’t otherwise have 
access to the Word of God. 
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Can you see that we are already starting to grasp the is-
sues and the extent of the problem?  Far too often we 
have given too much weight to the perceived sensibilities 
of lost people.  You see, a problem develops when we let 
the world define what is culturally relevant rather than 
leaving that decision to an all-wise God.   I have lived 
through two concerted efforts by the world to push the 
agenda of cultural relevance upon everything, including 
the Word of God, and both have compromised Christian-
ity.  Let me show you.  

Consider First—Science and Technology  
Those firmly entrenched in the world of science and tech-
nology have taken the position that all truth claims must 
conform to a reality that is consistent with a philosophy of 
scientific materialism.  Science has the ability to eventually 
explain everything and matter is all there is.  This is how 
we got the Theory of Evolution as a scientific explanation 
of both the origin and complexity of life.  This is how we 
got the Big Bang as a theory of the origin of our universe.  

It is important to note that these so-called scientific theo-
ries have come from those who had already decided to 
reject any possible role for God.  So because of this, the 
voices of academia boldly declare that something is not 
relevant unless it conforms to these theories.  The more 
we learn about both the universe in which we live and the 
unbelievably intricate complexity of life, the more bankrupt 
these theories have become as convincing explanations 
for either life or the origin of our world.  What matters to 
the scientific community is keeping a purely materialistic 
framework with no room for God.  They are very vocal 
about forcing this agenda upon everyone else.  
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So what did the Christian community do?  A big part of it, 
perhaps because they had no 
scientific expertise, decided that 
they needed to be culturally 
relevant by complying with the 
demand to conform to the latest 
scientific theories.  Theologians 
started to modify the otherwise 
clear message of the Bible in 
order to do so.  They adjusted 
the beginning of Genesis, to take 
into account Big Bang and Evolu-
tion, theorizing that perhaps God 
used Evolution or somehow took over after the original, 
naturally-occurring creation event had taken place.   

The net effect is to make God smaller and the vain imagi-
nations of man bigger.   Perhaps you are thinking, does 
this really matter?  Consider the story that broke in The 
New York Times in February of 2016.  An extensive study 
of the religious beliefs of Iceland showed a very drastic 
downward trend among those involved in organized relig-
ion.  Now Iceland is very secular by any measure, but 
here is an astonishing fact from the survey.  Of the large 
number of people 25 years old and younger who were sur-
veyed, not a single one believed that God had created the 
earth—not even one!   

Several years ago I spent significant time discipling a 
young man, who when he finally understood the authorita-
tive nature of God’s Word, said something to the effect, “I 
suppose it is very possible that God does indeed exist, but 
He is certainly not going to tell me what to do!”  We in 
America are heading the way of Iceland.  For what kind of 
concept of God did this young man really have?  His con-
cept of God was something much more akin to the impo-
tent God that modern science allows us to have than the 
God portrayed in the pages of the Bible.   
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Do you see what happens when we try to be relevant by 
following the terms that have been laid down by a lost cul-
ture?  This is a huge and completely avoidable mistake.  
In fact, God did everything He could to keep this from ever 
being an issue.  What are the biggest issues that come 
from the first few chapters of the Bible?  What did God 
settle for us before dealing with anything else?  He estab-
lished His absolute capability, power, and sovereignty!  

If we give away these first few chapters in order to align 
ourselves with what the world thinks is true, we will shortly 
find ourselves forced to give away the last part of the Bi-
ble.  Why, because taken literally it is the most fantastic 
science-fiction, so it must be all allegory.  Finally, what we 
are left with is a middle of the Bible which reveals the 
great redemptive work of Jesus Christ.   

The seeds of doubt have already been sown.  If God is not 
really capable enough to do what He said He did in the 
first part of the Bible, and if the last part is not really true 
either, then how do we know the middle of the Bible is 
trustworthy.  A finished work of salvation through Jesus 
Christ sounds good, but perhaps God is not really able to 
pull that off.  Perhaps God is not really able to prepare a 
place in heaven for those who believe!   

Do you see that God has given us exactly the opposite 
message?  He is communicating to us that He, the God 
who is capable of speaking the physical universe into be-
ing and then commanding it to stand firm, the God who is 
able to restore a fallen universe and make all things new 
for all eternity, is more than capable enough to reach into 
human history with an outstretched arm and mighty acts of 
judgment and reconcile lost mankind to Himself.  This is 
the kind of Creator, All Powerful, Sovereign God who calls 
us to put our faith in Him.  And, when we fully understand 
our God’s power and majesty, it is actually the most rea-
sonable thing for us to do.   
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Do you see what has happened by trying to conform spiri-
tual matters to a materialistic framework?  We haven’t be-
come more relevant, instead we have lost truth, and, 
therefore, the potency of the message.  Clearly, the mes-
sage has become impotent when a person feels they are 
in a position to respond to the Gospel message by saying, 
“God exists, but can’t tell me what to do!” 

Now Consider Relativism 
There is another and completely different arena in which 
we have allowed the sensibilities of lost mankind to 
prompt us to change the message.   In many ways the 
main focus of human-viewpoint has moved from science 
and technology to relativism.  Rather than a focus on 
facts, the emphasis has shifted to felt-needs, development 
of the inner self and one’s potential, and personal  
happiness.  In other words, something is not  
relevant unless it appeals to felt needs—unless  
it places me at the center of things and answers  
the question, “What’s in it for me?”   

So where has this taken us from 
a societal standpoint?  The scholar  
of the past has been largely replaced with  
marketing specialists.  For two decades now 
the most prominent leaders in much of the 
church have viewed the church as an enterprise that is in 
essence a business.  Church marketing expert George 
Barna in his highly successful book Marketing the Church 
speaks plainly of the church as a business, the pastor as a 
CEO, the Gospel as a product, and potential members as 
customers.   Consider what naturally tends to happen 
when this type of thinking really takes root.  If a particular 
culture buys the Gospel as presented, you can leave it as 
God inspired it to be written.   



 

13 

However, if the next generation doesn’t seem quite so 
keen, the savvy pastor will stay out ahead of the competi-
tion and reinvent, re-brand, re-package until he has a 
product the consumer will buy.  Not many will actually 
state what they are doing this bluntly.  We have to realize 
that there is tremendous pressure on church leadership.  
You know as well as I do that the metric that is most com-
monly used to measure whether or not a church is suc-
cessful is numerical growth!  And that is doubly the case if 
the church has millions of dollars of debt! 

There are a number of voices who are beginning to ques-
tion this approach.  One pastor on the outside looking in 
quipped:  One has to question the seeker-mergent model.  
(This is a tongue in cheek poke at the seeker friendly and 
the emergent church movements.)  What sense does it 
make to attempt to be relevant to those who don’t know 
Christ by looking exactly like the lost culture from which 
you are trying to help them escape?   

Theologian Curtis LeMay summed it up this way on his 
blog:   

But the lost already have the culture, so why would they 
need the church?  Instead of talking to them about what 

is relevant from God’s perspective, and therefore 
relevant to every place and every people—the need  

for redemption, forgiveness, etc.—we spin our wheels 
on tolerance, acceptance and serving  

the world without evangelizing. 

When we give away the Gospel message like this, the 
result is a god who is weightless.  A weightless god is 
simply one who doesn’t have any noticeable impact on 
those who claim to be his followers.  I can give a 
description of exactly what it looks like when this happens.   
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Here is the long version:  

By and large, the Christian Church has not impacted 
the secular culture with the Gospel.  Instead, the 

philosophy, methods, and style of the secular culture 
have invaded the Christian Church. Rather than 

adjusting the secular culture, the grand evangelical 
experiment in cultural relevance has produced a 
Christian culture that is virtually identical with the 

secular culture.  Many churches are businesses. Their 
pastors are CEOs.  The worship services offer 
entertainment. . . We have Christian television, 

Christian radio, Christian books, and Christian gift 
shops. We search the Christian Yellow Pages to find 

Christian lawyers, psychologists, and financial advisors. 
We cast our vote for the Christian politicians. Christian 
contemporary music is marketed in the same way as 
secular music. We can do Christian aerobics and join 

Christian weight-loss programs.  . . While Jesus told His 
church to be in the world but 

not of it, the culturally relevant 
evangelical is of it but not in it. 

(Dan Matzat)    

And here is the short version by 
no less than Dwight L. Moody:   

The boat belongs in the water 
of the world. But, if the water 

gets in the boat, it sinks. 

I would be surprised if most 
church-goers in America aren’t 
feeling a little bit of conviction at 
this point! 
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What About This Mes-
sage 

Let’s move on from the issue of contextualizing the mes-
sage, and directly ask the question: 

 Is Peter’s message in Acts Chapter 2 culturally  
relevant in our day or does it need to be updated  

in order to become relevant?   

Let’s go to the text and see if we can make a case for the 
relevance of this passage. 

First, Location 
First, Peter stands and begins his message with,  

Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem. . .Acts 2:14 

The anti-relevance crowd responds, “Do you see how nar-
row is the focus?  What does a message to those in Jeru-
salem 2000 years ago have to do with us?”  And yet if we 
trace the address of preacher to recipient throughout the 
Scriptures, here is what we find:   

...to all in Rome loved by God...  Romans 1:17 
...to the Church in Corinth...  1 Corinthians 1:3 
...all the saints in Philippi ... Philippians 1:1 

...holy and faithful brothers at Colosse... Colossians 1:2 

 ...men of Athens... Acts 17:22  

Peter was giving a message in Jerusalem, so he naturally 
addressed his audience.  The key point is that the mes-
sage of reconciliation through Jesus Christ is a message 
that knows no geographic boundaries and is relevant  
everywhere!  How can we be sure?  By the authority of 
Scripture we can be absolutely certain:  

 For God so loved the world. . . John 3:16  
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The “giving” of the Son, a reference to not only Christ’s 
first Advent, but to His going to the cross, was motivated 
by God’s love for all mankind.  That love was not for one 
geographic location, but it was His love for His creation, 
which had been made in His own image and likeness.   

For there is one God and one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a 

ransom for all men. . .  1 Timothy 2:5-6   

Do you see it?  There is only one mediator between God 
and man, and only one ransom-payer—the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  That means wherever we might be, anywhere on 
the face of planet earth, the message must center on the 
person and work of Jesus Christ!  That is the reason why, 
when Paul traveled to Corinth after his disappointment in 
Athens, he stuck with the same message:   

For I determined not to know anything among you 
except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 

I Corinthians 2:2  

So what can we conclude by way of application?   

 When God gives us the command in Matthew 28 to go 
and “make disciples” of all men, it is not with a different 
message in each place based upon the premise of 
cultural relevance.  Rather, everyone is to receive the 
the same universal and timeless message firmly 
centered upon who Jesus is and what He has done!   

 So then we can simply begin as Peter did:  “Men and 
women of Sun City, Oro Valley, SaddleBrooke, Pima 
and Pinal counties—and every other region of the 
country to which the Lord allows us to reach through the 
many visitors who fellowship with us over the course of 
the winter months....“  
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   Second, Miracles 
Peter continues: 

Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you  
by miracles. . .  Acts 2:22 

The relevance-seekers respond, “We haven’t seen these 
miracles.  What is God doing in our day?”   

To respond this way is to be like the Pharisees, who in 
Matthew 16:1 demanded, “Show us a sign…” at the very 
time Jesus had been performing a multitude of miraculous 
signs!  You see, unbelief always wants more.  And yet the 
Word tells us, “The Word became flesh” and literally 
pitched His tent right among us. (John 1:14)  How is it that 
we think we can discount the historical coming of the eter-
nally existent second person of the Trinity by claiming God 
hasn’t done any miracles for us?  

Then there is the ultimate miracle of all time—the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead!  This is 
God’s stamp of approval, 
not only upon who Jesus 
was as the Son of God, 
but also as a sign of His 
satisfaction with the Son’s 
work on the cross.  No 
miracle that might be done 
today, in our presence, 
could ever supersede the 
resurrection—the most sig-

nificant and noteworthy event of all human history!   

Now many of you are thinking, “Oh yes, I know about the 
hope of the resurrection.”  And when you do so you are 
coming at it from the perspective of a Christian.   
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The resurrection is the basis of our hope of being raised 
with a new body that is just like our Lord and Savior’s.  
This is the resurrection of I Corinthians 15, which lays out 
the truth that Jesus is the “first-fruits” and we are going to 
follow.   

However, this is not the context that Peter has in mind as 
he brings up the truth of the resurrection as part of his 
message, for he is talking to lost people.  He wants his au-
dience to face the truth that the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ is proof of a future resurrection for all mankind—
and this resurrection for those who reject Christ is a 
resurrection to judgment!   

The reality is that a future resurrection is every bit as true 
for the people who live on your street as it was for those 
listening to Peter almost 2000 years ago. This makes it 
both a very relevant message and a potentially convicting 
message.  Why would we ever want to set this aside?   

Perhaps you are not quite sure or are not yet seeing the 
full import of Peter’s approach.  John 16:8 tells us that the 
Holy Spirit, whom Jesus promises to send, is going to con-
vict the world of “sin, righteousness, and judgment.”   

 Sin in terms of unbelief with respect to the person of Je-
sus Christ 

 Righteousness in that all mankind is unworthy to stand 
in the presence of a holy God 

 Judgment in that there is a judgment to come, which 
will occur at the final resurrection (Revelation 20:5 com-
pared to 20:12).   

We can see this message clearly in Paul’s great evangel-
istic sermon to the learned men of Athens who had gath-
ered at Mars Hill.   
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(Note carefully, just as was the case with Peter’s mes-
sage, both men are talking to an audience of unbelievers.  
I mention this because the issues of judgment and resur-
rection are very different for the two groups.)   

Paul is in the midst of getting the Athenians to recognize 
they have been worshipping idols rather than the Creator 
God of the universe.  He lays it out for them plainly: 

 In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now He 
commands all people everywhere to repent.  For He has 
set a day when He will judge the world with justice by 

the Man He has appointed.  He has given proof of this to 
all men by raising Him from the dead.  

Acts 17:30-31   

Jesus is going to judge the world.  The resurrection is 
proof of a coming resurrection to judgment.  If repentance, 
turning from idols to Jesus, does not occur, then the out-
come of this future resurrection is clearly detailed in Reve-
lation 20.   All mankind is going to be resurrected!  Some 
will be resurrected to a new body and eternal life.  Others 
will be resurrected to the Second Death, which is eternity 
in the Lake of Fire.  This may not meet a felt need, but be-
cause of its eternal consequences for every human being, 
it is hard to imagine a truth that could be more relevant 
across all cultures and for all time! 
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 Third, Responsibility 
Continuing on in the passage—the text says,  

. . .you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified  
and put to death...  Acts 2:23   

Again, the cultural-relevance seekers have a problem.  
Their complaint, “The Jews did this 2000 years ago.  They 
did this—not us!  We would never do such a thing. . .”   
What says the Word of God about this?   

For all have sinned and fallen short of the  
glory of God.  Romans 3:23    

He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree,  
so that we might die to sins and live for  

righteousness.  I Peter 2:24  

How completely unaware can we be of the condition of lost 
man before God, including our own fallen nature.  The law-
less hands were our hands!  We crucified Him, for He bore 
our sins!  We cannot isolate ourselves from the events of 
the cross—our sin put Him there, and we would have been 
in the crowd calling out, “Crucify Him!  Crucify Him!”    

When we naively think that we would never do such a 
thing, we forget that we have Adam’s sin imputed to us.  
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We have a nature to sin, and, of course, we manifest sin 
in our own lives.  We could never possibly withstand the 
scrutiny of a holy God.  Our heavenly Father knows this 
and sent His Son to bear our sin and receive judgment in 
our place.  Once again, there is no more relevant mes-
sage for helpless sinners than the message of the cross.  

Do you see what I have been trying to show you?  The 
message, as preached by Peter millennia ago fits us in 
our day.  There may be some superficial differences of 
time and place, but the truths of the message are as appli-
cable now as they were then. Let me summarize it for you: 

1. When it comes to context: 

 God is holy, holy, holy and lives in unapproachable 
light.  He is the Creator (and Owner) of all things.  

 Man, although an image-bearer of God, chose to re-
bel.  Thus the intended relationship between God 
and man, the Creator and the creature, has been 
broken.  There is enmity between the two.   

  Unless this relationship is reconciled, through an act 
of redemption from the side of a holy, sovereign and 
loving God, mankind is doomed! 

2.  When it comes to relevance: 

 There is one mediator between God and man and 
that is the Lord Jesus Christ! 

 This mediator is the only way, He is the singular 
truth, and the only means to life eternal. 

Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is  
no other Name (personage) under heaven given  

among men by which we must be saved.  
Acts 4:12 
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3.  And when it comes to culture: 

 We are to make disciples of all nations (Matthew 
28:19) 

 We are to be His witnesses to the ends of the earth, 
witnesses to who Jesus is, what He has done, and 
His work in our life.   

 This message is absolutely culturally relevant that 
through the blood of Christ, He  

...purchased men for God from every tribe and  
language and people and nation.  Revelation 5:9  

This is all we need to know right here.  When we chose to 
proclaim “Christ and Him crucified,” on the authority of the 
Word of God, we have a message that reaches every 
tribe, language, people, and nation.   

That is why Paul declared the dangers of modifying the 
message from man’s side,  

. . .if any man preach a different Gospel—let him  
be anathema.  Galatians 1:8   

This strong statement recognizes that to change the 
message, to make it culturally relevant, is to hinder those 
who might come to believe from hearing the only truth that 
is able to save! 

Peter’s message is timeless because God’s Plan of Salva-
tion for mankind through the person and work of Jesus 
Christ is timeless.  We don't need to change it to make it 
more relevant to our culture, it already is the ultimate in 
relevance.  What we need to do is to understand the Gos-
pel as absolutely and thoroughly as possible, that we 
might present it as clearly as possible.  And then we must 
trust in the Father and Son to draw and the Holy Spirit to 
convict the hearts of the lost. 
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Let me summarize and further reinforce:   

Our job is to take the message of the salvation that God 
has provided through Jesus Christ and communicate it 
clearly and accurately to lost mankind.  This message, 
of redemption from sin and deliverance from death to 
eternal life, rather than eternal damnation, is by scope 

and content the relevant message to all cultures and for 
all times.  To change the message from God to man in 
order to suit the sensibilities of lost mankind is to show 

contempt for the Author of salvation and potentially 
cheat lost man of its benefit.  

In Closing 
I would like to give you a simple model to deal with the on-
going pressure to contextualize the Gospel in order to 
make it more socially relevant.   

Begin by constructing, in your thinking, a sharp distinction 
between the message and the audience.   
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On the audience side.  Seek to understand the culture, 
the errors to which they are bound, and the essence of 
their worldview.  Our goal is to open a spiritual dialogue 
and speak truth into the culture.  To do so may require an 
understanding of the culture that includes everything from 
belief in evil spirits for a foreign missionary, to the grip of 
secular materialism on a college student here in a Amer-
ica.  If we bypass the effort it takes to do this, we may 
miss opportunities to earn a Gospel hearing.  Stated an-
other way, try to understand your granddaughter’s or grand-
son’s perspective.   

On the message side. Our source of truth is the un-
changing word of God and the message is very much a 
cross-centered message.  It can’t be stated too often or 
too forcefully that we should never even consider chang-
ing the great salvation message from God to man.   
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This is to change the truth and the one thing that has the 
power to save, for the unwise goal of suiting the sensibili-
ties of the lost!  In terms of the message, we are ambas-
sadors representing God to man.  In terms of prayer, we 
bring lost people before the throne of grace, and rest in 
faith that God the Father is drawing them and the Spirit of 
God is convicting their hearts.   

Let me show you the Scriptural basis for this.   

I have become all things to all men so that by all 
possible means I might save some.  I do all this for the 
sake of the Gospel, that I may share in its blessings.   

I Corinthians 9:22-23     

This is Paul speaking of the effort that he makes in order 
to gain a Gospel hearing—but never compromising the 
message. 
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How can we be sure?  Because Paul is very clear about 
the unfailing nature of the Gospel:  

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the 
one who called you by the grace of Christ and are 

turning to a different Gospel—which is really no Gospel 
at all. . . But even if we or an angel from heaven should 
preach a Gospel other than the one we preached to you, let 

him be eternally condemned! Galatians 1:6-8 

Again I point out, changing the message is anathema!   

And here is a corollary to the issue of cultural relevance:  
the message from God to man is going to be found by the 
lost world to be offensive (Galatians 5:11), foolishness  
(I Corinthians 1:18), or both.  The Scripture forewarns us 
to that we won’t be shocked or dismayed when this hap-
pens and won’t be tempted to change the message in or-
der to relieve the pressure!    
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Perhaps the most helpful real-life comments I have ever 
heard on this topic came from a pastor in a Muslim-
dominated country.  He detailed what we all know, the 
Gospel message is offensive to Muslims.  Efforts to soften 
the message and make it Muslim-friendly still lead to per-
secution and no response.  His position:  

The Gospel is offensive and lost people just need to get 
over it!  It takes time, but it does happen, the Gospel is 

the power of God unto salvation.  

This position, taken by someone who 
knows first hand what violent perse-
cution really is, should be like a light 
bulb going off for all of us.   

Of course, the proclamation of the 
Gospel is going to provoke a re-
sponse!  The Bible says it will pro-
voke response because darkness 
does not like the light.  But we also 
know that God is calling lost people 
to Himself.  Christ has been lifted up 
and is calling the lost to Himself.  
The Holy Spirit is convicting the world of “sin, righteous-
ness, and judgment.”  Our job is to hold to the message as 
faithful ambassadors of the Most High God. 

For there is one God and one mediator between God  
and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself  

as a ransom for all men. . ..  I Timothy 2:5-6  

And when we have fulfilled our God-given assignment, we 
must be willing to let God take it from there!   
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Let me repeat myself:    

Our job is to take the message of salvation that God 
has provided through Jesus Christ and communicate it 
clearly and accurately to lost mankind.  This message 
of redemption from sin and deliverance from death to 

eternal life, rather than to eternal damnation, is by 
scope and content the relevant message to all cultures 
and for all times.  To change the message from God to 
man, in order to suit the sensibilities of lost mankind, is 
to show contempt for the Author of salvation and poten-

tially cheat lost man from saving benefit of His Word. 

There are only two ways we can go wrong:   

 To keep our mouths shut and neglect our call to pro-
claim the Gospel 

 To change the Gospel in an effort to make it more palat-
able to those who so desperately need the real thing! 

I trust that you have taken this message to heart yourself 
by trusting in the finished work of the cross, accomplished 
by the incomparable Son of God.  He is the one and only 
way that we can be reconciled to God.  We must receive 
salvation solely by faith in what Jesus has done.  And, 
having done so, we are simply asking God to give us zeal 
for His message of salvation, to give us courage to open 
our mouths.  We have the enablement of His Spirit to both 
persevere in the face of the persecution we are sure to 
receive.  We will have a steadfast joy in being counted 
worthy to endure such “opposition from sinful men.”   

And all God’s people said, “Amen!”  
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