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Daily Devotional 

December  2018 

“Therefore everyone who hears these 
          words of mine and puts them  
                          into practice is like a  
                                  wise man who built 
                                          his house on  
                                                    the rock.”   
                                                      Matthew 
              7:24 



Foreword 
As we close out the year reading our Bibles together, we 
will continue readings in both Acts and Daniel.  And then, 
part way through the month we 
are going to shift and end the 
year as we began—focusing on 
God’s call to holiness: 

 For this is the will of God, 
your sanctification. . . 

I Thessalonians 4:3  

And, I trust that this reminder 
of our call to sanctification 
won’t be something we leave 
behind along with the rest of 
2018, but rather pursue into 
however many years the Lord 
gives us until He calls us home!   

Finally, we will also have three devotions related to the 
Christmas holiday and, during the final days of the year, I 
will share my heart for our fellowship. 

May we be blessed by the Lord as we read His Word and 
share His thoughts, affections, and purposes! 

In His grace,  

 

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1982 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 



Back to Acts 
Monday December 3: Read Acts 16:25‐34 

In Acts 11, speaking of the pouring out of the Holy Spirit, 
Peter says: 

 . . .God gave them the same gift as he gave us, 
who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ. . . 

Acts 11:17   

Earlier, in Chapter 10, Peter’s message to a spiritually lost 
Cornelius and family was: 

 . . .everyone who believes in Him receives forgive-
ness of sins. . .  Acts 10:43   

So, it would seem that we have our answer to our second 
question: How do 
you come?  It would 
certainly seem to be 
belief in the Lord  
Jesus Christ!  To be 
clear, it is belief in: 
Who He is, the Sec-
ond Person of the 
Trinity who took on 
humanity at His first 
advent; and what He did, bore our sins while on the cross 
that the justice of God would be satisfied.   

But wait a second, if we look at every instance of people 
getting saved from Acts 2 up through Acts 11, we will find 
that people: repented, believed, believed, believed, turned 
to God, believed, believed and repented.  So is that one 
thing, two things, three?  This is made even more confus-
ing by the many voices especially in our day who have  
defined repentance to mean you must hate your sin and 
stop doing it, along with believing, in order to get saved.   

Continued on the next page. 



Back to Acts 
Monday December 3: Read Acts 16:25‐34 

(Continued) 
Not only is this a works-based salvation, 
but it clearly is not the message we have 
seen in the book of Acts.   

I think you will find that this quote by 
preacher and author Harry A. Ironside is 
much closer to what we have seen in 
the book of Acts than much of the  
repentance confusion of our day:  

The Gospel is not a call to repentance,  
or to amendment of our ways, to make restitution  

for past sins, or to promise to do better in the future.  
These things are proper in their place, but they do not 
constitute the Gospel; for the Gospel is not good advice 

to be obeyed, it is good news to be believed.   
Do not make the mistake then of thinking that  

the Gospel is a call to duty or a call to reformation,  
a call to better your condition, to behave yourself in a 

more perfect way than you have been doing in the 
past. . .Nor is the Gospel a demand that you give up 
the world, that you give up your sins, that you break 

off bad habits, and try to cultivate good ones.   
You may do all these things, and yet never believe the 

Gospel and consequently never be saved at all.  

Wow!  That’s a lot to ponder—more tomorrow.   



Back to Acts 
Tuesday December 4: Read Titus 3 

At this point, it is essential that I be clear: to speak 
against error is not to endorse its opposite!  So when Dr. 
Ironside says the Gospel is not a demand that you give up 
worldliness and your bad habits, he is endorsing neither 
worldliness nor any other form of sin in any way, shape, 
or manner.   In fact, a natural part of turning to Christ in 
faith is to turn from these things.  Furthermore, the Chris-
tian Way of Life most certainly includes ongoing transfor-
mation. That’s what sanctification is!   

What’s at issue is who has done the work of salvation, 
and what exactly is the individual being asked to do?   
Cornelius really helps us with both of these issues.  Is he 
being asked to forsake his sin?  On the contrary, all we 
know about him is that he is devout, does good deeds, 
and prays to God.  Nevertheless, he is as lost as he can 
be.  What does he need to do?  He needs to change his 
mind about working for his salvation and turn in faith to 
the Savior Who died for his sin.  For in His great mercy 
God is willing to save all who will turn to Him in faith.   

. . .when the kindness and love of God our Savior 
appeared, He saved us, not because of righteous 

things we had done, but because of His mercy.  Ti-
tus 3:4-5   

It is as clear as it can be: God has done the work of salva-
tion, ours is to believe.  Repentance is a change of mind 
about the role our works play in salvation.  Our works 
have no role.  Instead of works become enamored with 
the sufficiency of the finished work of Christ.  In this way 
we turn from all that is powerless to save in God’s sight, 
and trust in the one thing that can—the so-great salvation 
that is ours in Christ.  And it is this Gospel message that 
saved 3000 souls on the day of Pentecost and has been 
saving all those who turn, in faith, to Christ ever since.    
 



Back to Acts 
Wednesday December 5: Read Acts 19 

(Part 1) We have been talking about what it means to be: 
 . . .saved by grace, through faith, and  

apart from works.  Ephesians 2:8-9   
This message will come under attack.  Some say it pro-
motes sin or sloppy living.  Many are so sincere about the 
need to lead a transformed life that they require it to be 
part of conversion.  These are well-meaning Christians, 
and, although I understand their intent, it is Biblically in  
error and causes the Gospel message to lose its power to 
save.  It is as simple as this: If spiritually dead persons 
could actually transform their lives into something that 
would be acceptable to God, then they don’t need a Savior!   
If we are honest, you and I as Christians are still working 
at transforming our lives so that we become ever more 
conformed to the image and likeness of Christ.  If we are 
still working at this after decades of being Christians, how 
dare we place this hurdle in front of a lost person as a 
condition of being saved?  This takes the spotlight off the 
perfect sufficiency of Christ’s work on the cross in favor of 
establishing a role for lost persons in their own salvation.  
God will never accept our efforts at saving ourselves!   

Does this mean God condones sin in our lives?  

 God forbid, (we) died to sin, how can we live  
in it any longer?  Romans 6:2   

There is a proper and very simple sequence.  First, we need 
to be born-again as new creations in Christ.  Then, we need 
to begin the process of maturing as His disciples.  This in-
cludes getting rid of anything associated with the old life, 
and progressively becoming ever more conformed to the 
image and likeness of Christ.  This is the process of sanctifi-
cation, and this is what the Christian life is all about.   



Back to Acts 
Thursday December 6: Read I Peter 2 

(Part 2) This process of getting rid of the old and putting 
on the new is everywhere in the New Testament epistles, 
but let’s first consider it in the Book of Acts.    

Many of those who believed now came and  
openly confessed their evil deeds.  A number who 

had practiced sorcery brought their scrolls to-
gether and burned them publicly.  When they cal-
culated the value of the scrolls, the total came to 
fifty thousand  drachmas.  In this way the word of 

the Lord spread widely and grew in power.   
Acts 19:18-20   

Here we have the Biblical pattern: 

1. First, faith in the person and work of Christ. 

2. Then, as new creations in Christ, there is naturally a 
sensitivity to sin in the life. 

3. This prompts an effort to purge the life of all that was 
associated with the sin nature. 

4. The witness of a truly transformed life is very power-
ful.  Not a transformation based upon the temporary 
surrender of the lost, but a transformation on the  
inside wrought by the Spirit of God!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued on the next page. 



Back to Acts 
Thursday December 6: Read I Peter 2 

(Continued) 

Now let’s see if this same pattern is taught in the New 
Testament Epistles.  Consider I Peter 2:1-3:  

Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all  
deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind.   

Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk,  
so that by it you may grow up in your salvation,  
now that you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

Does Peter tell his audience to get rid of sin in order to be 
saved?  Not at all!  Now that they are saved—tasted that 
the Lord is good—they need to start getting rid of all of 
the old life that they bring into the Christian Life.  If you 
are saved as an adult, you need to get rid of the baggage 
that you bring with you from the world.   

How do you do that?  Peter tells us: Crave pure spiritual 
milk, so that you may grow!  



Return to Daniel 
Friday December 7: Read Daniel 4:1‐18 

This chapter in the Book of Daniel is a little bit different in 
that it is told from the standpoint of Nebuchadnezzar, and 
he wants to proclaim what he has learned.  Part of his 
story is going to be clear evidence that this proud, pagan 
king has been greatly humbled and is now exalting the 
name of the Most High God.  In fact, he actually sounds 
as if he has become a worshipper of the one true God!   

But, let’s focus instead on what could have caused such a 
change.  We learn that Nebuchadnezzar has had another 
dream.  His own advisors are unable to interpret the 
dream.  The dream is fascinating—involving an immense 
tree, far larger than any natural tree, and a source of 
great refuge and food for the animals of the earth.  But 
then a messenger from heaven cuts down the tree, strips 
its leaves, and scatters its fruit.  Then there are a number 
of peculiar comments about the remaining stump, which 
seems to morph from tree to beast.  Although the inter-
pretation is unclear, the message is not:  

 . . .the Most High rules in the Kingdom of men. . . 
Daniel 4:17   

Not surprisingly, Daniel comes to the fore to interpret the 
dream—as God reveals it to him.  We’ll look at the inter-
pretation on Monday, but I want you to note something 
important from Verse 8:  

But at last Daniel came before me (his name is  
Belteshazzar, according to the name of my god. . .) 

As the story unfolds from the perspective of Nebuchad-
nezzar, he is still labeling himself as a worshipper of Bel-
Merodach.  Something is going to happen that is going to 
cause him to question who is really worthy of his worship!  
One way or the other, every member of the human race 
makes the same decision.   



Return to Daniel 
Monday December 10: Read Daniel 4:19‐36 

Daniel appears reluctant to reveal the meaning of the 
dream to King Nebuchadnezzar, which centers around an 
enormous and fruitful tree.  Perhaps he simply does not 
want to be the bearer of bad news.  But it does seem as if 
Daniel has some degree of rapport with the king: 

 My lord, if only the dream applied to your enemies 
and its meaning to your adversaries!  Daniel 4:19   

Nonetheless, Daniel reveals the truth:   

. . .you, O king, are that tree!. . .this is the decree 
the Most High has issued against my lord the king. 

Daniel 4:22, 24   

What has brought on this judgment against the king?  Is it 
some act of great evil?  Well, yes and no.  Nebuchadnez-
zar is going to fall under judgment until he acknowledges: 

“. . .that the Most High is sovereign over the king-
doms of men and gives them to anyone He 

wishes.”  Verse  32 

So the evil is not a moral issue as we usually think of it.  
Rather, the evil is Nebuchadnezzar thinking that he is the 
master of his own fate—and that of others!  Do you re-
member the question that the entire book of Daniel seeks 
to answer: Who’s In Charge?  Nebuchadnezzar, without 
hesitation, says, “I am!”  The Most High God is going to 
demonstrate otherwise, for He brooks no rivals.  As soon 
as we understand this is the issue of the Book of Daniel, 
both in terms of the historical setting at the time of the 
Babylonian empire and for all of human history, the more 
the entire book will start to make sense.  For the fantastic 
prophecies contained in Chapters 7-12 are really answer-
ing exactly the same question about the rest of human 
history.  Who’s in  charge in our day?  Why, the Most High 
God—Creator of heaven and earth is in charge! 
 



Return to Daniel 
Tuesday December 11: Read Proverbs 15 

How does Nebuchadnezzar do in terms of responding to 
the vision God gave Him, and the interpretation through 
Daniel?  Perhaps he was humbled to a degree, for the text 
tells us a period of 12 months went by following this piece 
of revelation from God.  That’s a pretty lengthy amount of 
time to keep the sin nature in check, but we see it in full 
force in Daniel 4:30, as the king muses to himself: 

Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the 
royal residence, by my mighty power and for the 

glory of my majesty?   Oh, oh!  The words were still on 
his lips when a voice came from heaven, “This is what 

is decreed for you. . .  

The prophecy begins to unfold and Nebuchadnezzar lives 
the life of a beast of the field for the next six years: 

 . . .he was driven from men and ate grass like oxen, 
his body was wet with the dew of h heaven till his 
hair had grown like eagles’ feathers and his nails 

like birds’ claws.  Daniel 4:33  
How the mighty have fallen.  That’s because God opposes 
the proud, or as we read today: 

 The Lord will tear down the house of the proud. . .   
Proverbs 15:25   

We are going to see this literally come to pass with a 
grandson of Nebuchadnezzar who chooses to learn noth-
ing from this lesson.  Although it took six years, Nebu-
chadnezzar learned exactly who’s in charge, and re-
sponds. Look at the very last  verse of Daniel Chapter 4:  

Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and 
honor the King of heaven. . .those who walk in 

pride He is able to put down.  
And the Lord, now showing He is both in charge and  
merciful, restored Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom to him.  



Return to Daniel 
Wednesday December 12: Read Deuteronomy 8 
Before we move on, what can we learn from the dramatic 
and supernatural fall and restoration of Nebuchadnezzar?  
Let me suggest that we take it to heart as a warning.  For 
we are just as prone as Nebuchadnezzar to think too 
highly of ourselves and give too little credit to God for the 
blessings that have come into our lives.   

Did you pick up on this lesson from today’s reading?  Deu-
teronomy 4:10 reminds us that it starts with recognizing 
the hand of God in providing what we need:  

“When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the 
Lord your God for the good land He has given you.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The passage goes on to describe a prosperous and 
blessed people.  And, here is the risk when things go well 
for you and me: 

 “You may say to yourself, ‘My power and the 
strength of my hands have produced this wealth 
for me.’ (sounds just like Nebuchadnezzar doesn’t it—but 
these were God’s chosen people)  But remember the 

Lord your God, for it is He who gives you the abil-
ity to produce wealth. . .”  Deuteronomy 8:17-18  

 



Return to Daniel 
Wednesday December 12: Read Deuteronomy 8 

(Continued) 

I find this last part particularly significant.  It tells us that 
we should recognize that our talents, skills, and abilities—
even to the point of being born in this country with its 
myriad opportunities—are things that ultimately come 
from the Lord.  The athlete, academic, or businessman 
should be very careful about taking credit for strength, 
wisdom, or wealth.  On the contrary: 

 “Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom  
or the strong man boast of his strength  

or the rich man boast of his riches,  
but let him who boasts boast about this:   

that he understands and knows Me,  
that I am the Lord who exercises kindness,  

justice and righteousness on earth,  
for in these I delight,”  declares the Lord.  

Jeremiah 9:23-24 

 

 

Finishing the Year 
Our theme for all of this year of 2018 has been the sub-
ject of sanctification.  To this end, we began the year 
studying I Thessalonians 4:3-7: 

 It is God’s will that you should be sanctified. . .For God 
did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life.   

And so in closing out 2018,  
I would like to draw your 
attention once more to the 
most worthy subject of 
sanctification.   
 



Sanctification 
Thursday December 13: I Thessalonians 4 

Do you recall how we began our study on sanctification?  
It was to ask the question, “So what is God’s will for the 
Christian?”  And then to answer it by saying: 

 Although there are many facets to the answer, one 
thing we can know for sure, it is God’s will that every 
single believer in the Lord Jesus Christ be sanctified! 

We make that statement upon the authority of God’s Word:   
It is God’s will that you should be sanctified. . .  

For God did not call us to be impure,  
but to live a holy life.  I Thessalonians 4:3-7   

It will be helpful to our understanding to note that in this 
verse the words translated sanctified and holy are the 
same Greek word—causing us to realize that these two 
very different English words must be very close to synony-
mous.  They are, and the basic thrust is to be set apart! 
Here is one way of defining the meaning of sanctification: 

 To be sanctified (holy) is to be set apart unto God— 
in purity, in terms of priority and exclusivity,  

saints by virtue of position and condition.   

It is worth considering this definition piece by piece. When 
God calls us to be sanctified, when He says “be holy for I 
am holy” (I Peter 1:16), He is calling us to be set apart 
unto Him.  This set-apartness includes a certain purity of 
life—one that would pass His scrutiny.  It means living as 
if He is our first priority as well as seeing ourselves as ex-
clusively His.  It means a thorough understanding that not 
only are we set apart by virtue of our position in Christ 
(alive in Him, raised up with Him, and seated with Him in 
the heavenly realms), but also our condition—our moment 
by moment experience—is to line up with and match our 
position.  What a high calling we have in Christ Jesus! 



Sanctification 
Friday December 14: Read II Corinthians 6 

As we become more attuned to this idea of sanctification, 
we will begin to see it everywhere in Scripture.  Today’s 
reading is one such example. Although you will not find 
the word sanctified explicitly stated, you can’t miss the 
concept.  Beginning in Verse 14, our text talks about how 
the believer should not be yoked together with the unbe-
liever.  For what do righteousness and wickedness have in 
common?  How can light have fellowship with darkness 
and what does a believer have in common with an unbe-
liever?   

Now it is essential to understand that this text is compar-
ing Christians as God sees them in Christ against the un-
believer who remains an object of God’s wrath.  For not 
every unbeliever manifests gross wickedness, some can 
be very nice, honorable, and moral individuals.  (In some 
cases, more honorable than some of the believers we 
know—sad to say!)  It is also possible for the believer to 
have hobbies and recreational pursuits in common with 
the unbeliever, but that is not what this verse is talking 
about.  The believer and unbeliever do not share a com-
mon identification nor do they share a common destiny.  
For the child of God is said to be “in Christ” with a heav-
enly inheritance and thus the people of God are to: 

 “. . .come out from them and be separate,”  says 
the Lord.    II Corinthians 6:17 

Do you see it?  This is God’s call to sanctification, His call 
to holiness for the believer.  We are to be set apart unto 
Him, exclusively for relationship with Him.  The holy is to 
be separate from the profane!  It needs to be that way 
even when we are rubbing shoulders with the lost on the 
job site, during recreational activities, and so forth.  The 
question for each of us is: Does our life reflect His call? 



Sanctification 
Monday December 17: Read Matthew 16 

I want to challenge your thinking on the subject of sancti-
fication by working from the text of Matthew 16:24-26.  
Note first of all that the words sanctified or holy are no-
where in the text.  That’s because the call to deny oneself 
and take up one’s cross is a description of what the sanc-
tified life looks like.  It is what a people who have sepa-
rated themselves from the world, and presented them-
selves to God, are doing.   

This short bit of teaching by Jesus to His disciples is one 
of the acorn truths tucked away in the Gospels.  It is a 
truth that then becomes a mighty tree of amplified truth 
within the New Testament epistles.  So let’s be careful 
that we do not overlook this Matthew 16 admonition for 
holiness—for this truth is stated so concisely and power-
fully that it has great diagnostic value.  On any given day 
we can ask: “How am I doing as a disciple, at living a life 
set apart as unto the Lord?  Am I denying self, taking up 
God’s calling upon my life, and following after Him?”   

These questions are simple to ask, but often convicting to 
answer.  So let’s spend the next few days studying the 
parts of this verse.  

 Then Jesus said to His disciples,  “If anyone  
would come after Me. . .”  Matthew 16:24  

The first thing upon which we must be absolutely clear is 
that this is not a passage on how to get to heaven.  It is a 
passage on how a child of God is to follow after His Lord 
and Savior!  I do not think I can emphasize this too 
strongly for there are many that would teach that this 
passage is the Gospel.   
 



Sanctification 
Monday December 17: Read Matthew 16 

(Continued) 

But the text makes it clear that this is not the Gospel—for 
Jesus gave this guidance to His disciples and He empha-
sized it was a condition for following after Him, and not 
coming into relationship with Him!  Furthermore, how can 
a lost person possibly comply.  Can self deny self?  If the 
lost must take up their cross daily in order to be saved, is 
that not a salvation by works?  Mark this down in your 
thinking: the Christian Way of Life is a supernaturally-
enabled life.  Until a person is a new creation in Christ and 
has available the enabling power of the Holy Spirit, all 
calls to live such a life are futile.  As one final refutation of 
this as a salvation passage, in John 12 Jesus is going to 
apply the teaching of this passage to Himself. (See De-
cember 12 for addi-
tional detail.)  Was 
that in order to pro-
vide His salvation?  
Nonsense!  On the 
contrary, it was to 
model for us what it 
looks like to set 
apart, or sanctify, 
one’s life, to put 
one’s life at God’s 
disposal in order to 
fulfill His plans and 
purposes.   

This is the incredibly high calling upon every child of God; 
and completely outside the realm of possibility for the lost.  
 



Sanctification 
Tuesday December 18: Read Romans 6 

We attempted to establish yesterday that Jesus is giving a 
great parcel of truth to those who are saved.  Specifically: 

 “If anyone would come after Me, he must deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow me.”  Mat-

thew 16:24   

This phrase is a conditional clause in the Greek.  It infers 
that maybe a person will do this and maybe he won’t.  
However, the point for us, as those who do desire to fol-
low after our Lord, is that unless we deny self and take up 
our cross we are simply not disciples.  So let’s be careful 
not to fool ourselves.   

So, what does it mean to deny one’s self?  Self in this con-
text is a reference to the old man, who we were in Adam.  
It refers to our life that is dominated by the sinful nature 
and, therefore, acting independently of the Lord’s will and 
calling upon our lives.  I like to remind myself that to deny 
myself is to give up the independent use of my time, 
treasure, and talent.  Now, if we didn’t have the New Testa-
ment epistles to tell us how to do this, we would have no 
option but to take this as a command from our Lord to 
which we were to apply our willpower to the fullest extent.   



Sanctification 
Tuesday December 18: Read Romans 6 

(Continued) 
But as we study the plans and purposes of God we learn 
that He is a God of grace.  He calls us to a sanctified life, 
to be sure, but He then supplies that which is needed to 
respond to His call in obedience.  Thus, the call to deny 
ourselves is not a call to ratchet up our willpower, but it is 
a call to appropriate, 
by faith, the truth of 
the sixth chapter of 
Romans.  For when 
Christ bore our sins 
upon His own body 
on the tree (I Peter 
2:24), He paid the 
penalty for our sins.  
Then when He posi-
tionally crucified our 
old man with Him, He 
broke the power of 
the sin nature over 
our lives.   

So, how do we deny self?  Just as Christ died, was buried, 
and was raised again,   

. . .you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed 
to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. . .present 

yourselves to God as being alive from the dead. . .  
Roman 6:11, 13   

There you have it—we deny ourselves by taking it as a 
matter of faith that we have been crucified with Christ, 
raised with Christ, and then by putting our new life in 
Christ at God’s disposal.   
 



Sanctification 
Wednesday December 19: Read Philippians 2 

If you followed yesterday’s devotional, then perhaps you 
realized our identification with the death, burial, and res-
urrection of Christ is the basis of our ability to deny our-
selves.  So the cross of Christ, most importantly, goes 
with the command to deny self.   

What, then, does it mean to take up one’s cross?  Con-
sider what would have come to the disciples’ minds when 
Jesus said to take up their cross?  Their minds would 
naturally have gone to the Roman practice of capital pun-
ishment.  They would have known that it was common 
practice to list the criminal’s crimes on the cross piece at 
the top of the cross and to have the condemned man 
carry it to the place of crucifixion.  The whole point of this 
was to show that the criminal was ultimately in submis-
sion to the authority of Rome.   

Can you make the spiritual application?  Jesus is calling 
His followers to submit to His Lordship over their lives.   

That at the  name of  Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,  

to the glory of God the Father.  Philippians 2:10-11   

Not only is every individual going to confess the Lordship 
of Christ, but this brings glory to the Father.  However, in 
order for this to bring blessing to us, we must choose to 
set aside self and take up God’s calling on our lives.  For 
us, taking up our cross is not going to the cross as Jesus 
did, it is taking up His calling on our lives.  It is making 
use of the gifts He has bestowed, the power of His Spirit, 
and the guidance of His word in order to fulfill what He 
has called us to do.  So what’s at stake regarding this call 
from the Lord?  See tomorrow’s devotion!  



Sanctification 
Thursday December 20: Read Luke 9 

Today’s reading contains a parallel passage to our original 
text in Matthew 16.  Both contain the admonition to deny 
self and take up one’s cross as a follower of Jesus.  Luke 
adds the requirement to do this on a daily basis, which 
correlates perfectly with what we have already learned.  
For setting aside the demands of the flesh, reckoning our-
selves alive unto God in Christ Jesus, and putting our new 
life in Christ at God’s disposal for His purposes and to His 
glory is, of course, something that we should be pursuing 
on a daily basis.  Now what about the phrases that follow 
this call to deny self?  They too appear in both passages:  

 “For whoever wants to save his life will lose it,  
but whoever loses his life for Me will save it.” Luke 9:24 

Two things help us to understand this added statement:  
1. It must be interpreted in light of the preceding verse, 

that is, the call to deny self and take up our calling.   
2. The word translated life is the Greek word psuche.  It 

is better understood as soul than the idea of physical 
life.  What Jesus is telling us in both passages is that, 
should we fail to deny self and try to independently 
manage our lives, in His judgment we are squandering 
the redeemed lives He purchased with His own blood.   

On the other hand, to heed the original admonition to 
deny self and take up our cross is the one way we can 
make something out of what God has procured at such 
infinite cost.  As Verse 25 continues: What good is it for a 
man to gather to himself all the benefits of this world, and 
yet squander the new life in Christ, to forfeit the abundant 
life, and lose the rewards that could have been ours in 
eternity?  Is that a worthwhile trade?  You have to decide, 
but it is clear where our Lord comes down on this issue! 
 



Sanctification 
Friday December 21: Read John 12:23‐32 

For our final consideration of the subject denying self, let’s 
begin with a very convicting truth in today’s devotional 
and then prove it from the Scriptures.  Jesus didn’t just 
tell us, “Now go out there and deny self and take up your 
cross.”  He modeled for us exactly what it means to do so.  
Notice in Verse 25 the connection to our previous studies 
in Matthew 16 and Luke 9:   

“The man who loves his life will lose it, while the 
man who hates his life in this world . . .”  John 12:25 

In short, Jesus is discussing the same topic.  However in 
this passage He uses a different analogy to get His point 
across.  

 “I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls 
to the ground and dies. . .”  John 12:24   

A comparison of Matthew 16 and Luke 9 with John 12, 
leads one to reasonably conclude that a kernel of wheat 
falling to the ground is equivalent to denying oneself  and 
to die is equivalent to taking up one’s cross.  The power 
of this passage is that Jesus is talking about Himself.  In 
Verse 27, Jesus asks the Father to save Him from this 
hour, but no: 

 “. . .it was for this very reason I came to this 
hour.”   

In His humanity, Jesus does not want to go through the 
suffering of the cross, but in keeping with the will of the 
Father, He denies self and takes up His calling.  In His 
case, the Father’s calling on His life really was to take up 
His cross and bear the sins of the entire human race.   
 



Sanctification 
Friday December 21: Read John 12:23‐32  

(Continued) 
Jesus doesn’t ask us to do anything in the Christian Life 
for which He has not led the way by giving us a stellar 
and unmatched example.  Oh that we would share the 
heart of our Lord when it comes to taking up God’s calling 
on our lives:  

 “I do nothing of Myself, but as the Father taught 
Me, I speak these things.  And He that hath sent 

Me is with Me; He hath not left Me alone;  
for I do always the things that are  

pleasing to Him.”  John 8:28-29   

Jesus denied self and took up God’s calling upon His life 
daily.  Can we, as His followers, expect to do less?   

 



Thoughts on Christmas 
Monday December 24: Read Genesis 3 

I have reached the point in my appreciation for God’s 
great redemptive plan that I no longer like to isolate the 
First and Second Comings of Christ from one another.  
Nor do I like to separate Christmas from Easter—the Word 
becoming flesh and the Lord Jesus dying as our sin substi-
tute.  Once you become sensitive to the unfolding of 
God’s plans, you see the big picture is actually everywhere 
in Scripture—as far back as Genesis 3.   

“And I will put enmity between you (Satan) and the 
woman, and between your offspring and hers (the 

Lord Jesus Christ); He (Christ) will crush your head, and 
you will strike His heel.”   Genesis 3:15  

Do you see both Advents of Christ?  During the First Ad-
vent of our Lord—the focus of tomorrow’s celebration—
Satan tempted the Lord, turned religion against Him, and 
was behind the betrayal of our Lord leading to His unjust 
crucifixion.  Satan did indeed strike at the heel of our 
Lord.  But then through His death and resurrection, He:  

. . .disarmed the powers and authorities. . 
.triumphing over them by the cross.  Colossians 2:15  

And ultimately, Satan will be:  

. . .thrown into the lake of burning sulfur,  
where the beast and false prophet had been 

thrown.   
They will be tormented day and night for ever  

and ever.  Revelation 20:10    

For the Lord Jesus Christ has crushed the head of Satan.  
So a simple admonition, as you celebrate Christmas—the 
taking on of humanity by the Second Person of the Trin-
ity—pause and connect it with His sure and certain com-
ing as the King of kings and Lord of lords so that there 
would be no doubt in our minds that Jesus Christ is Lord! 
 



Thoughts on Christmas 
Tuesday December 25: Read Luke 2:1‐20 

Nothing more need be said today, except perhaps to  
follow the example of Mary, who: 

 . . .treasured up all these things  
and pondered them in her heart. 

Luke 2:19 



Thoughts on Christmas 
Wednesday December 26: Read Luke 2:21‐52 

Since we started Luke 2, we need to finish it!  This will 
bring us in touch with two of my favorite characters: 
Simeon and Anna.  I appreciate them because they are 
not of the ruling class, not wise in the esteem of the 
world, and certainly not the movers and shakers of their 
day.  They are both old, drawing near the end of their 
physical lives, but they are very spiritual and about to  
receive a rich blessing from the Lord.   

Simeon was righteous and devout, and the Holy Spirit was 
upon him—very unusual prior to the Day of Pentecost.  
Then take note of Verse 26:  

It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 
he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s 

Christ.   
 



Sanctification 
Wednesday December 26: Read Luke 2:21‐52 

(Continued) 
And, what a great prayer of praise in Verses 29-32:   

Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,  
you now dismiss your servant in peace.   

For my eyes have seen your salvation. . . Luke 29-30 

Simeon is ready to die in great peace now that he has 
held the promised Messiah.  One who would be: 

 . . .a light for revelation to the Gentiles  
and for glory to Your people Israel.  Luke 2:32   

The text gives the impression that Mary and Joseph were 
standing there in amazement—not at all surprising.  Then 
there was Anna:  

. . .she never left the temple but worshiped night 
and day, fasting and praying.  Luke 2:37  

As a prophetess, she came up and started to speak to 
others about Jesus: 

. .to all who were looking forward to the redemp-
tion  

of  Jerusalem.  Luke 2:38  

In closing, let me remind you of the contrast that is  
unfolding at almost the same time.  In just a few short 
months, Herod is going to search for the child in order to 
kill Him.  In fact, Herod slaughters all the baby boys in 
Bethlehem trying to be sure that he will also kill Jesus.  
Some give praise to the manifestation of God, others seek 
to obliterate.  The human race is divided by its response 
to the Lord Jesus Christ.   

Thus it will always be so.   
 



Our Pastor’s Heart 
Thursday December 27: Read II Peter 3 

I would like to spend the final few days of this year’s de-
votional in sharing my heart for our fellowship.  By that I 
mean I want to share the kinds of things I hope would 
characterize our little fellowship tucked away on the 
northwest side of Tucson.  What would observers see as 
we regularly gather together on Sundays and throughout 
the week?  Let’s explore the kinds of observations they 
would make and the conclusions they would draw.     

I trust one of the first reactions would be, “These people 
are really serious about the study of God’s Word.”  I hope 
it would be clear to all who observe that we are intent 
upon heeding the admonition to: 

. . .grow in grace and knowledge.  II Peter 3:18    

For that was Peter’s admonition to the churches he 
planted and the people to whom he ministered.  He knew 
his time of earthly ministry was drawing to a close.  He 
knew he was going home to be reunited with his Savior,  
the One who had called him to pastoral ministry so many 
years before beside the Sea of Galilee.  So, these were his 
parting words to those who were so much on his heart: 

   . .be on your guard so that you may not be car-
ried away by the error of lawless men and fall 

from your secure position.  But grow in grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To 

Him be glory both now and forever!  Amen.  
II Peter 3:17-18 

This isn’t the knowledge that puffs up, but rather builds 
up, the people of God in the one faith.  This is an under-
standing of grace whereby God provides, we appropriate 
by faith, and the result brings glory to God!  Pray that 
would be one mark of our fellowship! 



Our Pastor’s Heart 
Friday December 28: Read Acts 11:19‐30 

If we are a congregation intent on growing in grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior, then people watching 
us should be able to see evidence of that grace in our 
midst.  What would that look like?  Our text for today 
gives us one example of what grace looks like.  As the re-
sult of persecution in the early days of the church, some 
scattered believers took the Gospel message to the city of 
Antioch, in particular to the pagan Greeks of that city.  

 The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great num-
ber of people believed and turned to the Lord.   

Acts 11:21   

This so shocked the established church in Jerusalem that 
they sent Barnabas to get to the bottom of this report.  
Could it be true that Gentiles were going to readily be 
brought into the family of God?  Ponder for a moment the 
description of that great encourager Barnabas arriving in 
Antioch and seeing what was happening: 

 When he (Barnabas) arrived and saw the evidence 
of the grace of God, he was glad and encouraged 
them all to remain true to the Lord with all their 

hearts.  Verse 23   

It says Barnabas saw the grace of God—what did he see?  
He saw lost people getting saved and saved people in  
fellowship with one another and desiring to grow.  What 
would grace look like here?  To start, it would look the 
same as it did in Acts 11—lost people getting saved.  And 
then, those who are more mature in the Lord, helping the 
babes in Christ to become grounded in the faith.  It would 
be a unity of the Spirit that is clearly centered upon the 
person, work, and word of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Oh that 
others would see the grace of God at work in our midst.  
And all God’s people said, “Amen!” 
 



Our Pastor’s Heart 
Monday December 31: Read Philippians 2 

On the last day of 2018 let me remind you of yet another 
item that I trust will be characteristic of our fellowship.  
Specifically, it is my hope that we would be collectively, 
shoulder-to-shoulder, engaged in pressing on: 

 . . .to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus  
took hold of me (us). . . .Forgetting what is behind 

and straining toward what is ahead, I (we) press on 
toward the goal to win the prize for which God has 

called me (us) heavenward in Christ Jesus. 
 Philippians 3:12-14   

To what end did Christ Jesus take hold of us?  From this 
past year alone we can answer that in so many ways:  to 
be holy as He is holy, to become a people totally depend-
ent upon Him, and, of course, that we would be ever-
more conformed to the image and likeness of our Lord 



Our Pastor’s Heart 
Monday December 31: Read Philippians 2 

(Continued) 
Why do we need to forget what is behind?  Because there 
are quite likely times in the past where we have made 
quite a hash of things.  These things can gnaw at us and 
be used by Satan as a means to produce guilt.   

Let me ask you, what looms larger in your thinking—your 
sin or the cross of Christ where those sins were judged in 
full?  For it is not our call to somehow make up for our 
failures.  It is our call to rest in the finished work of the 
cross as the sole basis for our forgiveness.    

Finally, what does it mean to strain toward what is ahead,  
to press on toward the goal? Our struggle is to appropri-
ate God’s means to deny ourselves and take up His calling 
on our lives—daily!  So that when our lives are at an end, 
we might hear: 

 Well done good and faithful servant. 
 Matthew 25:21  

The prize is perhaps rewards 
bestowed from the hand of  
Jesus at the evaluation of our 
lives.  But we live our lives, 
not for the sake of those re-
wards themselves, but so that 
we would have something to 
lay at the feet of our Lord in 
worship!  (Revelation 4:10)   

What a blessing it is to be  
part of a fellowship that is so 
engaged! 
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