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Daily Devotional 
December 2017 



Foreword 
As we begin the final month of the year we will continue 
our reading in the Gospel of John.  Later in the month, we 
will complete our reading in 
the books of Galatians and 
Proverbs.   

During the week before 
Christmas, expect a series 
of readings from the Old 
Testament which will speak 
prophetically of the First 
Coming of Christ.  I trust this 
will enhance our celebration 
of Christmas.  The week be-
fore the New Year, we will 
finish our reading for the 
year in a most appropriate 
way.  We will continue to 
look at the wisdom contained in the Book of Proverbs, 
which as we have learned, is meant to promote Skill in 
Living.   

May God bless our reading and efforts to apply His Word.   

In His grace, 

 

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 



Returning to John 
Friday, December 1: Read Exodus 3 

This well known narrative of Moses and the burning bush 
is rich with content and application.  For today, I simply 
want to draw your attention to Exodus 3:14:  

God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.  This is what you 
are to say to the Israelites: I AM has sent me to you.” 

This is how God answered Moses’ query about the name 
for God he should report to the Israelites.  If the Hebrew 
words for I AM were translated into Greek, they would be 
ego ami—I AM.  This phrase is used seven times in the 
Gospel of John and I believe it to be very intentional.  In 
the same way that John’s Gospel started with the words of 
Genesis 1:1, these seven references are meant to con-
nect Jesus with the I AM of Exodus 3.  As our devotional 
for today, consider all seven of the I AM references and 
their significance:  

1. “I AM the bread of life.”  (John 6:35)  Christ alone is our 
source of spiritual sustenance. 

2. “I AM the light of the world.” (John 8:12)  He is the one 
source of revelation from God to man. (Colossians 2:3) 

3. “I AM the gate. . ..”  (John 10:7,9)  The only way by 
which mankind can come to God. 

4. “I AM the good shepherd. . ..”  (John 10:11,14)  Salva-
tion begins with Jesus seeking us and providing what 
we need, not us seeking Him. 

5. “I AM the resurrection and the life.”  (John 11:25)  In no 
one else is there new life and hope of an eternal future 
body. 

6. “I AM the way, the truth and the life. . ..” (John 14:6)  
Jesus is an exclusive Savior. 

7. “I AM the true vine. . ..” (John 15:1, 5)  Jesus is the 
only source of life.    



Returning to John 
Monday, December 4: Read Acts 3 

There is something from our earlier reading in John 10 to 
which I want to draw your attention, consider it an item of 
apologetics.  Jesus says in John 10:11:  

“I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd  
lays down His life for the sheep.”   

Then He adds in Verses 17-18:  

“. . .I lay down My life—only to take it up again.   
No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down  

of My own accord.  I have authority to lay it down  
and authority to take it up again.”    

 



Returning to John 
Monday, December 4: Read Acts 3 (Continued) 

The skeptic begins by talking as if Jesus is a mythical per-
son who never actually lived.  This is impossible to sup-
port given the immense amount of historical data.  If you 
get by that hurdle, the skeptic will speak of Jesus as if He 
was a cult figure who lost control of the situation—
accidentally let things go too far—and was killed as the 
result.  Jesus addressed this before the skeptics of our 
day were even born.   

“I lay down My life—No one takes it from Me—I have 
the authority to take it up again.”  John 10:17-18 

Peter addresses this equally clearly in Acts 2:23-24:   

This man (Jesus) was handed over to you  
by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge;  

and you, with the help of wicked men,  
put Him to death by nailing Him to the cross.   

But God raised Him from the dead. . .because it  
was impossible for death to keep its hold on Him.  

The point of apologetics is this: God’s set purpose and 
foreknowledge!   

That’s why Christ went to the cross.  It was an essential 
part of God’s great plan of redemption.  This doesn’t in 
any way abrogate the evil of those who railroaded Jesus 
through two separate trials in order to hold on to their posi-
tions of power.  But it most certainly does make it clear 
that it would never have happened apart from the plans 
and purposes of God.   

When you encounter skeptics, have them read Acts 2 and 
John 10 and see what they have to say.  In the meantime, 
hold it dear in your own heart! 

 
 



Returning to John 
Tuesday, December 5: Read John 10:22‐42 

As we have already seen in Verse 25, the response Jesus 
is looking for, to the miracles He has done, is belief!  Fur-
thermore, the sheep of the Good Shepherd, the Lord Je-
sus Christ, are those who have believed.  Now for today’s 
devotional, I want to point out something about those who 
have believed, something Jesus Himself said,  

“I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish;  
no one can snatch them out of my hand.”  Verse 28 

This means that the eternal life of the believer is secure!  
But wait, consider Verse 29,  

“My Father, who has given them to Me  
is greater than all; no one can snatch them  

out of My Father’s hand.”  

The believer’s eternal status is doubly secure.  Here is one 
more verse from Paul’s letter to the Church in Ephesus:  

Having believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, 
the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing 

our inheritance. . . Ephesians 1:13-14   

If you have placed your faith in the person and work of Je-
sus Christ, then you have eternal life.  See yourself as be-
ing secure in the cupped hand of the Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself, and then covered with a second hand, that of the 
Father.  Both hands are then wrapped up with a seal who 
is none other than the third person of the trinity, the Holy 
Spirit.  If you are saved, then you are eternally saved by 
the combined action of all three members of the Trinity.  
Children grasp this concept immediately, but I have had 
adults ask me, “What happens if I decide to jump out of 
God’s hands?”   My response, “Which do you think is 
more significant, God’s ability to preserve your salvation, 
or your ability to compromise it?”  To ask the question is to 
answer it.  Let’s honor God in this matter.   



Returning to John 
Wednesday, December 6: Read John 11:1‐27 

Let me start with the closing verse of Chapter 10: 
 And in that place (east side of the Jordan)  

many believed in Jesus.  John 10:42   

Man always tries to add some kind of works to salvation, 
but the Scriptures make it clear that what Jesus is looking 
for is a faith response to who He is—the Son of God and 
Savior of the world.  John 10:42 documents just that re-
sponse.  Now in Chapter 11, look at how consistently  
Jesus continues to minister in order to prompt faith.  Rec-
ognize this as the ever-repeating pattern of this Gospel in 
particular and the Bible in general.  Consider Verse 14:  

 “Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad  
I was not there, so that you may believe.”   

Not only is Chapter 11 going to prompt saving faith on the 
part of many, it is going to further develop the faith of the 
disciples.  Consider Verse 25 as Jesus confronts Martha: 

 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life,  
He who believes in Me will live, even though he dies;  
and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.   

Do you believe this?”  
Jesus brings this emphasis on belief to a clear point of de-
cision for Martha when He asks her, “Do you believe what 
I have told you?”  I love her answer in Verse 27, because 
it tells us she is in the kingdom of God:  

“Yes, Lord,” she told Him, “I believe that you are the 
Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.”   

Since we live after the cross, let me suggest a faith that 
saves today is very similar and sounds something like this: 

 “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of 
God who went to the cross to bear my sins, satisfying the 

just demands of the Father.  And so, I trust in Your fin-
ished work that I might receive Your gift of eternal life.”  



Returning to John 
Thursday, December 7: Read John 11:28‐57 

I would like to focus upon Jesus’ prayer to His Father as 
recorded in Verses 41-42:  

 “Father, I thank you that you have heard Me.   
I knew that you always hear Me, but I said this  

for the benefit of the people standing here,  
that they may believe that you sent Me.”   

Are you following this?  Jesus didn’t need to audibly pray 
to the Father, for the Father always hears the Son.  But 
He made an audible request of the Father so that the peo-
ple gathered around would know what He was requesting. 
He did this so that when the Father answered the prayer, 
they would be prompted to believe He was who He 
claimed to be—the Lamb of God who takes away the sins 
of the world.  And, the next recorded words from the 
mouth of Jesus are: “Lazarus, come out!”  And Lazarus 
immediately does.  Verse 45 records what happens:  

Therefore, many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, 
and had seen what Jesus did, put their faith in Him.    

What is Jesus looking for?  What was the purpose of the 
miracles performed by Jesus?  Why did Jesus pray such 
that the people would see a direct answer?  The answer to 
all three questions is so that lost people would be saved 
through placing their faith in Him.  What leads to eternal 
life is believing in who Jesus is, the eternally existent Son 
of God who took on humanity at His first coming, and what 
He came to do, save the world from sin which He did by 
going to the cross in our place.  Did you notice how Jesus 
didn’t look for any response other than belief—no works 
whatsoever!  That’s the Gospel message.  The only thing 
a lost person contributes is to humbly accept by faith the 
finished work of Jesus Christ.  Don’t let anyone contami-
nate, or take from you, the Gospel of God’s grace!  



Returning to John 
Friday, December 8: Read John 16:1‐15 

As part of yesterday’s reading, John 11:45, tells us that 
many who saw the miraculous resuscitation of Lazarus put 
their faith in Christ.  I call it a resuscitation because Laza-
rus was going to die again.  We look forward to receiving a 
resurrection body, one that will never die nor will it house 
a sin nature!  The corruptible will have been replaced by 
the incorruptible!  

Today consider the very next verse in yesterday’s reading: 

 But some of them went to the Pharisees  
and told them what Jesus had done.  John 11:46 

Do you realize that Jesus Christ divides the human race?  
The division is between those who respond in belief and 
those who run off to stir up mischief in unbelief!  And, it 
certainly was mischief, for consider a result of the report 
the Sanhedrin received:  

. . . from that day on they plotted to take His life. 
John 11:53  

Continued on the next page. 



Returning to John 
Friday, December 8: Read John 16:1‐15 

(Continued) 

How can people see the exact same miracle and some 
respond in faith leading to eternal life, and the rest run off 
in disbelief completely unchanged?  Do you see why I 
stated that that one of the strands of John’s Gospel is:  

Unbelief is the one thing still keeping man  
from relationship with God.   

God has provided everything, but unbelief is a huge obsta-
cle to overcome. Turning from a condition of unbelief to 
one of faith can be a long and tortuous process for a lost 
person.  They fear they are going to lose out, that they are 
going to have to give up the fun everyone else is having.  
They fear they are going to have to give up some measure 
of control over their lives!  And all the while Satan is whis-
pering in their ears trying to keep them from faith in the 
One who can save them.  

Thankfully, we can rest in the ministry of the Holy Spirit to 
be at work convicting the lost of their unbelief:  

 “When He comes, He will convict the world of guilt  
. . .in regard to sin, because men do not believe in Me. . .”  

John 16:8-9   

We will have more to say about Chapter 16 when we get 
there, but for now note that it 
is the Spirit who convicts the 
lost of their sin.  Also note 
that He doesn’t start with their 
evil deeds, but rather their 
failure to believe in the One 
who can save them.  That is 
always the place for the lost 
person to start—faith in the 
person and work of Christ! 

 



Finishing Galatians 
Monday, December 11: Read Galatians 6:1‐10 

This closing chapter of the book of Galatians is full of 
practical advice.  For example, consider Verse 1 which 
explains that those who are more spiritually mature have a 
responsibility to help restore those brothers or sisters in 
Christ who have become ensnared by sin.  Notice how 
very practical it is:   

 Restore them gently. 

 Make sure that in helping another that you are not 
overcome yourself by the very same temptation.     

Look at how powerfully the chapter promotes both per-
sonal responsibility and personal compassion, and the 
balance between them in Verses 2-5.  In Verse 2 it says: 

 . . .Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way  
you will fulfill the Law of Christ.  

And then a few verses later it says,  

. . . for each one should carry his own load.  

They almost seem to contradict each other, don’t they?  
That is until you learn that the word translated “burden" in 
Verse 2 carries the idea of a great weight—that which is 
too much to bear.  In that case, we are under an obligation 
to step in and help a fellow Christian carry their load. Such 
things as an ongoing medical problem or loss of a loved 
one comes to mind.   On the other hand, the word in 
Verse 5 is completely different, as is the context.  In this 
case, it carries the idea simply of a load, and the context 
focuses on personal responsibility.  We have a saying that 
conveys this idea well—we should carry our own freight. 
Furthermore, I think Verses 4 and 5 taken together focus 
upon the fact that we are to satisfy the Lord in terms of our 
spiritual walk, and not worry about how others are doing in 
their walk.  Good practical advice to start the chapter.  



Finishing Galatians 
Tuesday, December 12: Read Joshua 23 

Joshua’s life is drawing to a close, and so he gathers the 
leadership of Israel together and bears a marvelous wit-
ness to the faithfulness of God!  Read through this short 
chapter and spend a few minutes reflecting upon it.  And 
then recall how Joshua reminds his audience: 

 You yourselves have seen everything the Lord has done 
. . .it was the Lord who fought for you.  Verse 3  

And then He cautions them,  

Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written in 
the Book of the Law of Moses, without turning aside to 

the right or to the left.  Verse 6  

 



Finishing Galatians 
Tuesday, December 12: Read Joshua 23 

(Continued) 
Near the end of the chapter he states: 

Now I am about to go the way of all the earth.  You know 
with all your heart and soul that not one of all the good 

promises the Lord your God gave you has failed. . .  
But just as every good promise of the Lord your God has 
come true, so the Lord will bring on you all the evil He 
has threatened, until He has destroyed you from this 

good land He has given you.  If you violate the covenant 
of the Lord your God. . .  Verses 14-16 

Have you reached the point where you realize the Lord is 
going to be faithful to bless those who are obedient to 
Him, and He is going to be just as faithful to judge disobe-
dience?  We usually don’t think of faithfulness that way,  
but, ultimately, God is going to be faithful to His Word!  Do 
you see the connection with our reading in Galatians 6?   

Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.   
A man reaps what he sows.  The one who sows  
to please his sinful nature, from that nature  

will reap destruction; the one who sows  
to please the Spirit, from the Spirit  
will reap eternal life.  Galatians 6:7-8   

God has been very consistent through the millennia,  
hasn’t He?  It behooves us to align ourselves accordingly! 
 

 

 

 



Finishing Galatians 
Wednesday, December 13:  
Read Galatians 6:11‐18 

In this closing section of the Book of Galatians, Paul 
makes one last effort to dissuade believers from allowing 
law-keeping to be established as the standard for the 
Christian Life.  He does this by making two extraordinarily 
strong statements.  We will cover one today, and close our 
reading in Galatians with the other tomorrow.  First, con-
sider Verse 15:  

Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means  
anything what counts is a new creation. 

Do you grasp the significance of what Paul has just said?  
He has just taken the sign that marked the Jewish people 
as God’s chosen people, circumcision, and set it aside for 
something much more significant—the new life that is 
available for everyone who will place their faith in the per-
son and work of Jesus Christ!   

He is not taking away in the slightest from God’s decree 
for the Jewish people to be circumcised as an outward 
mark of being his covenant people.  First of all, what he is 
recognizing is that it was not meant to be just an outward 
sign.  Romans 2:29 makes it clear that circumcision was 
meant to have much more significance, for: 

...circumcision is circumcision of the heart  
by the Spirit.  

And then consider how Stephen chided the religious lead-
ership that rejected the long-prophesied Messiah:  

You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts  
and ears!  You are just like your fathers:  

You always resist the Holy Spirit. 
Acts 7:51   



Finishing Galatians 
Wednesday, December 13:  

Read Galatians 6:11‐18 (Continued) 
It is essential to Paul that his hearers resist the tendency 
to turn Christianity into ritual, and, instead, focus on the 
inner reality.  For he knows,  

. . .If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;  
the old has gone, the new has come!   

2II Corinthians 5:17  

Why would anyone settle for the outward and physical, 
when the plan of God holds such inward and spiritual 
promise for those who will turn in faith to Christ? 



Finishing Galatians 
Thursday, December 14:  

Read Romans 6:1‐11, 7:1‐5 
Although despised by the world, the cross is of deep, deep 
significance to the Christian.  To begin, it is the place 
where our sins were borne by our Savior and judged:  

He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree. . . 
by His wounds you have been healed.  I Peter 2:24   

But there are three other aspects of the cross of which 
every Christian should be aware, and they stem directly 
from that fact that every Christian has been identified with 
the death of Christ: 

 . . .all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus  
were baptized into His death.  Romans 6:3  

In context, this is not water baptism, but the work of the 
Spirit in identifying us with the death and burial of Christ. 
(Romans 6:3-4)  Through this identification, the cross of 
Christ is our cross too!  When we understand our identifi-
cation with the death of Christ on the cross, these are the 
three very significant aspects of this identification:   

1. We died to the sin nature:  

 For we know that our old self was crucified with Him 
that the body of sin might be done away with,  

that we should no longer be slaves to sin. . .   
Romans 6:6   

2. We died to the Law:  

 So, my brothers, you also died to the Law through the 
body of Christ, that you might belong to another,  

to Him who was raised from the dead,  
in order that we might bear fruit to God.  Romans 7:4  

 



Finishing Galatians 
Thursday, December 14:  

Read Romans 6:1‐11, 7:1‐5 (Continued) 
3. We have died to the world, and this takes us back to 

our reading in the book of Galatians:  

May I never boast except in the cross of  
our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been 

crucified to me, and I to the world.  Galatians 6:14   

In summary, our identification with Christ’s crucifixion has 
led to an amazing outcome with immense practical results:  
we are dead to the sin nature, the Law, and the world.  

We’ll consider the practical outworking of this Scripture 
truth tomorrow.  

 

 



Finishing Galatians 
Friday, December 15: Read Colossians 3 

What a salvation has been worked by means of the death 
and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our identifi-
cation with both of them.  Our association with His resur-
rection means new life for each Christian.  And our subject 
for the moment, association with his death, means we 
have died to the sin nature, the Law, and the world.  Let’s 
consider those three more deeply in the space we have.    

1. Our death to the sin nature is God’s provision for  
breaking the power of sin in our lives.  That is why He 
tells us to:  

. . .reckon yourselves dead to sin and alive  
unto God.   Romans 6:11   

 To reckon is to count on something as being true—
which makes it an act of faith.    

2. Our death to the Law is the reason that we are no 
longer under the Law as a rule of life.  For:  

. . .we have been released from the Law so that  
we serve in the new way of the Spirit.  Romans 7:6 

3. Our death to this world is to effect a change in our atti-
tude.  When Paul said he had been crucified to the 
world, he meant that he had died to, or been separated 
from, its lures, enchantments, and false promises.  For, 
in the thinking of every Christian, there is meant to be 
a very distinct shift because human viewpoint has very 
little in common with Divine Viewpoint.   



Finishing Galatians 
Friday, December 15: Read Colossians 3 

(Continued) 
Let me show you this call, specifically as it relates to our 
thought life, from today’s reading:   

Since then you have been raised with Christ  
(there is our identification with His resurrection),  
set your hearts on things above, where Christ  

is seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on 
things above, not on earthly things. For you died  

(identification with His death—our very subject),  
and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 

Colossians 3:1-3   

Although we have just scratched the surface, I hope you 
can see there is no salvation like that provided by our God 
through the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

 
 



 
 
 

Monday, December 18: Read Psalm 40 
During this week before Christmas, I would like to share 
with you just a few of the many Old Testament passages 
which point to the First Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
For the Old and New Testaments are inseparably bound 
together.  The subject matter of the Old Testament cen-
ters on the person and coming work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and we will spend this week looking at just a few of 
the many examples.  

In the midst of this Psalm, in which David is recounting his 
own experience, he utters a prophetic word in Verses 6-8: 

 Sacrifice and offering You did not desire,  
but a body You have prepared for Me;  

burnt offerings and sin offerings You did not require.  
Then I said, ‘”Here I am, I have come—It is written about 

Me in the scroll.  I desire to do Your will, O My God; 
Your Law is written within My heart.” 

These verses speak of the Lord Jesus Christ at His First 
Advent, and they reveal His intent to accomplish all that 
the Father desires.  How do we know this refers to Christ?  
One writer of the New Testament makes it very clear: 

Therefore, when Christ came into the world, He said, 
“Sacrifice and offering You did not desire. . ..” 

Hebrew 10:5-7  

 



Preparation for Christmas 
Monday, December 18: Read Psalm 40 

(Continued) 

As you can see, he ascribes this passage directly to 
Christ.  What can we know about this coming Christ from 
the perspective of Psalm 40?   

1. God has a body of those who will respond to Him. 

2. This coming Christ is going to fulfill the will of God be-
yond the sacrificial requirements of the Mosaic Law. 

3. The Word of God predicts the coming of the Christ.  

4. He will accomplish the will of God for the Word of God 
is written in His heart.   

It is Christ’s coming that we celebrate at Christmas.   



Preparation for Christmas 
Tuesday, December 19: Read Genesis 3 

Although the activity of the Lord Jesus Christ can be found 
as early as Genesis 1, His coming is clearly predicted in 
Chapter 3.  We’ll consider two connections to our Lord.  
The first is the more obvious:   

So the Lord God said to the serpent. . .”I will put enmity 
between you and the woman, and between  

your offspring and hers; He will crush your head,  
and you will strike His heel.”  Genesis 3:14-15   

There is a specific reference to 
Jesus in the verse.  It is the off-
spring of the woman who will 
crush the head of Satan.  Why 
the woman?  Because of the 
coming virgin birth of Christ.  
Who else is able to crush Sa-
tan, other than the King of 
kings and Lord of Lords?  
(Revelation 19:11-16, 20:7-10)  
And, Satan’s strike at the heel 
is a reference to his manipula-
tion of people and circum-
stances leading to the unjust 

trial and crucifixion of our Lord.  

There is a second connection to our Lord in this chapter 
that is more subtle.  We saw that Adam ate of the fruit and 
died spiritually.  The book of Romans tells us that God has 
imputed this sin to every member of the human race mak-
ing Adam the father of sin and death for the human race.  
I Corinthians 15:22 sums it up: “For as in Adam all die. . ..”   
 

 

 



Preparation for Christmas 
Tuesday, December 19: Read Genesis 3 

(Continued) 
One has come who is in contrast to this Adam:  

The first man Adam became a living being;  
the last Adam a life-giving spirit. . . The first man was 
of the dust of the earth, the second man from heaven. . . . 

And just as we have borne the likeness  
of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness  
of the man from heaven.  I Corinthians 15:45-49  

It is because of the coming of this Second Adam—the one 
who was without sin and died in our place, who provides 
life where the first Adam provided only death, and who will 
crush the head of Satan—that we celebrate Christmas! 



Preparation for Christmas 
Wednesday, December 20:  
Read Ruth 2:20, Ruth 4 

I trust you remember the storyline of Ruth from our earlier 
reading.  As today’s reading makes clear, Boaz assumes 
the role of Kinsman-Redeemer in purchasing the land of 
Ruth’s deceased husband and taking her for his wife.  The 
Kinsman-Redeemer, developed elsewhere in the Old Tes-
tament, is a male who acts on behalf of a relative who is in 
need of assistance.  A Kinsman-Redeemer might buy 
back mortgaged property or buy a relative out of slavery.   

Two things about the Kinsman-Redeemer:   

1. There had to be a familial relationship (Leviticus 25:47-49) 

2. The redeemer had to pay a price (Leviticus 25:27)   

The Kinsman-Redeemer, as portrayed by Boaz, is a type 
of Jesus Christ.  Notice how he fulfilled the criteria:  

 Speaking of Jesus in Hebrews 2:14, 17:  
Since the children have flesh and blood,  

He too shared in their humanity. . .For this reason  
He had to be made like His brothers in every way. . .  

 Speaking of the purchase price, consider I Peter 1:18-19:  
For you know that it was not with perishable things 

such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the 
empty way of life handed down to you from your 
forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ,  

a lamb without blemish or defect. 

Here is yet another reason we celebrate Christmas.  It is a 
recognition that our Kinsman-Redeemer has come into the 
world to redeem us from the slave market of sin that we 
might be transferred from the dominion of darkness and 
into the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ.  (Colossians 
1:13-14) 
 



Preparation for Christmas 
Thursday, December 21: Read Isaiah 40 

Isaiah Chapter 40 starts out with a word of comfort for the 
people of Israel after the discipline they have received.  It 
then moves into a prophetic description of the ministry of 
John the Baptist, commentary on the frailty of man, and 
the good tidings that are coming to Jerusalem.  And then 
the two verses to which I want to draw your attention:  

See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power, and  
His arm rules for Him.  See, His reward is with Him, 
and His recompense accompanies Him.  He tends His 

flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in His arms 
and carries them close to His heart; He gently leads 

those that have young.  Isaiah 40:10-11   

What an amazing expression of God’s 
character is in those two verses.  Of 
course the Sovereign of the universe 
would come with power.  But who would 
expect Him to carefully tend His flock, 
gather the lambs in His arms, and carry 
them close to His heart?  It is no won-
der that we celebrate the coming of this 
kind of shepherd—for He is the Good 

Shepherd, and as we have learned:  

The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
John 10:11   

The text goes on to tell us that the hired hand runs off 
when danger approaches.  How much this reminds me of 
the religious leaders of the world, who ultimately have 
their own agendas in mind.  For it is not to religion that we 
must turn, but to the One who desires to take us in His 
arms, hold us close to His heart, and even die for us. I 
trust you are one of His sheep through having placed your 
faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ.   
 



Preparation for Christmas 
Friday, December 22: Read Exodus 12 

This chapter institutes the Passover, and establishes it as 
an ongoing memorial for the Jewish people.  The Pass-
over is a striking type of the sacrificial and saving work of 
Jesus Christ in so many ways.  Consider a few of them: 

 The lamb chosen for sacrifice was to be without blemish 
or defect. (Exodus 12:5)  In the same way our Lord Jesus 
Christ “knew no sin.” (II Corinthians 5:21)   

 It was the blood of the sacrificed lamb on the doorframe, 
that protected the firstborn from physical death. (Exodus 
12:13)  In the same way, it is the blood of Christ that re-
deemed us from the slave market of sin and changed our 
future from one of eternal death to eternal life. (I Peter 1:19)   

 In describing the Passover lamb, Moses said: 
 You shall not break any of its bones.  Exodus 12:46  

And, although it was customary for a crucified victim to 
have his legs broken, according to John 19:33-35, they 
did not break Jesus’ legs.  

One final thing to consider. To be spared the judgment of 
the tenth plague, the Israelites had to respond to the reve-
lation of God by faith.  They had to select a lamb accord-
ing to the guidelines and place the blood upon the door-
frame—and they had to do this personally, family by fam-
ily.  In and of itself, this action would hardly be able to fend 
off the destroying angel.  Rather, this act of faith on the 
part of the Israelites is what saved the oldest child.  In the 
households of those who responded, that child was per-
fectly safe and needed to have no fear of the coming dark-
ness.  No wonder we celebrate the coming of Jesus, for: 

. . .then and now, the angel of death passes over those 
who are covered by the blood of the Lamb. (Steadman)  

Praise God that Christ our Passover Lamb has been  
sacrificed.  (I Corinthians 5:7) 

 



Christmas Day 
Monday, December 25 

Enjoy reflecting upon the following passages of Scripture:   

The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a 
Son, and they will call him Immanuel—which means, 

‘God with us.’  Matthew 1:23 

Simeon took Him in his arms and praised God saying, 
“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,  
you now dismiss your servant in peace.   
For my eyes have seen Your salvation,  

which You have prepared in the sight of all people,  
light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your 
people Israel.” . . Then Simeon blessed them and said to 
Mary, His mother: “This child is destined to cause the 
falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign 

that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of 
many hearts will be revealed.  And a sword will pierce 

your own soul too.”  Luke 2:29-35 

The Word became flesh and made His  
dwelling among us. We have seen His glory,  

the glory of the One and Only, who came  
from the Father, full of grace and truth. . .  

For the Law was given through Moses;  
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.   

No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, 
who is at the Father’s side, has made Him known. 

John 1:14-18 



Closing with Proverbs 
Tuesday, December 26: Read Proverbs 10 

As you have likely surmised, we are going to finish the 
year with a final set of readings in the book of Proverbs.  
What better way to close the year than to continue our 
pursuit of skill in living!   

I thought we would start with a topic that is very important 
to the life of a church fellowship—the use, and misuse, of 
the tongue.  Before you dismiss the topic as not  
important, let me tell you that the book of Proverbs ad-
dresses the tongue more than any other subject.  You can 
see it in this chapter alone in Verses 11, 13, and 19-21.  

Let me give you a few things to ponder:  

 Since mankind is made in the image and likeness of 
God, that includes the ability to communicate.   

 The fall of man did not negate the work of God, just 
marred it and kept it from being what it was intended to 
be.  Nothing shows this more clearly than the misuse 
of the tongue.  

 Nothing proves the existence of a sin nature in man 
more convincingly than the tongue.  Go ahead—try to 
hold it in check for even one day, much less consis-
tently.  James describes just what a world of evil can 
be loosed by the tongue. (James 3:2-12)  

 Now here is the most important point I have for you to-
day.  It is not that the tongue is inherently bad, rather, it 
is that it can be used for either evil or good.  Which one 
depends upon the spiritual condition of the user?   

 
 



Closing with Proverbs 
Tuesday, December 26: Read Proverbs 10 

(Continued) 
You can see spirituality—or its lack—in these passages:   

There is one who speaks like the piercings of a sword,  
but the tongue of the wise promotes health. 

Proverbs 12:18   
A wholesome tongue is a tree of life,  

but perverseness in it breaks the spirit. 
Proverbs 15:4  

Pleasant words are like a honeycomb,  
sweetness to the soul and health to the bones. 

Proverbs 16:24   

Might we guard the tongue carefully in the year ahead! 
 

 
 



Closing with Proverbs 
Wednesday, December 27: Read Proverbs 18 

We’ll continue our discussion of the tongue by starting to-
day with Proverbs 18:21:  

The tongue has the power of life and death,  
and those who love it will eat its fruit. 

Whereas Solomon contrasts death and life, for James it is 
cursing and praise, 

 Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. . . 
James 3:10 

Either way, there are consequences associated with how 
we choose to use our tongue, and that is, in part, what it 
means to eat its fruit.   Let me give you a few things to 
consider that you might choose to use the tongue for life:   

 Simply guard against too much talking:   

He who guards his mouth preserves his life,  
but he who opens wide his lips shall  

have destruction.  Proverbs 13:3   

To put this into the form of modern proverb:  We have 
two ears and one mouth that we might listen twice as 
much as we speak!    

 There is also a moral issue to our use of the tongue:   

Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord,  
but those who deal truthfully are His delight.  

Proverbs 12:22   

Not only must we avoid lying, but gossip, slander, and 
the many other sins of the tongue.  

 You shall not go about as a talebearer  
among your people. . .  Leviticus 19:16 



Closing with Proverbs 
Wednesday, December 27: Read Proverbs 18 

(Continued) 
 Then, consider the good that can come from the tongue.  

As Christians, we have new life within.  We are to act as 
witnesses to that new life by sharing the words of eter-
nal life—a reference to the Gospel.  This is our calling!  
Paul says it this way:  

Do all things without complaining and disputing,  
that you may become blameless and pure children  

of God without fault in the midst of a crooked  
and perverse generation, among whom you shine  

as light in the world, holding forth the Word of Life. . . 
Philippians 2:14-16   

I pray that this would be the heart of our fellowship as we 
move into this New Year! 



Closing with Proverbs 
Thursday, December 28: Read Proverbs 12 

To close the year I want you to think about two paths.  

 In the path of righteousness is life,  
and in its pathway is no death.  Proverbs 12:28  

One pathway is that of righteousness, and it is there that 
we find life.  But there is another possibility as well:   

The path of the righteous is like the first gleam of dawn, 
shining ever brighter till the full light of day.  But the 

way of the wicked is like deep darkness; they do not 
know what makes them stumble.  Proverbs 4:18-19  

In this passage both paths are contrasted: the path of the 
righteous versus that of the wicked.  One related to light 
(and life), the other to darkness (and death).  You will see 
this idea of two contrasting paths not only throughout the 
book of Proverbs, but throughout Scripture—for example 
in Psalm 1:  

For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous,  
but the way of the wicked will perish.  Psalm 1:6  

 



Closing with Proverbs 
Thursday, December 28: Read Proverbs 12 

(Continued) 

In fact, I would suggest that this two option approach is 
also included in the New Testa-
ment, but stated a bit differently:  

He who has the Son has life;  
he who does not have  

the Son of God  
does not have life.   

I John 5:12   

God has made it easy for us.  
There are two options: We are 
either saved or lost; we have  
either trusted in Christ or we  
persist in unbelief; we are either 
justified (righteous) in His sight  
or we remain dead in trespasses 
and sins (among the wicked).   

How is it that we get on the path of the righteous?  This is 
to ask: How does a person become justified before God?  
Consider Romans 3:21-22:  

But now a righteousness from God  
has been made known. . .This righteousness  

from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ  
to all who believe. 

In short, those who have trusted in Christ for eternal life 
are justified, that is to be declared righteous in God’s 
sight.  And the book of Proverbs gives us a marvelous  
picture of how the justified (righteous) are to live.  



Closing with Proverbs 
Friday, December 29: Read I Thessalonians 4  

Let me start by restating Proverbs 4:18:  

 The path of the righteous is like  
the first gleam of dawn, shining ever brighter  

till the full light of day.  

How does this passage encourage us as believers?  Let’s 
start by connecting it to a verse from today’s reading: 

 It is God’s will that you should be sanctified. . . 
I Thessalonians 4:3   

To be sanctified is to be set apart for God’s use and pur-
poses.  Even more to the point, to be sanctified is to be 
abiding in Christ.  It is true that we are positionally set 
apart in Christ at the point of salvation (I Corinthians 1:30), 
but that is not what Proverbs 4:18 is talking about. Rather, 
the verse is talking about the idea of progressive sanctifi-
cation.   

Progressive sanctification is the transformation that is to 
occur over the course of the Christian’s lifetime, as he or 
she becomes progressively conformed to the image and 
likeness of Christ! 

 For those God foreknew  He also predestined   
to be conformed to the likeness of His Son,  

that He might be the firstborn among  
many brothers.  Romans 8:29   

Conformation to the image of Christ is one way to look at 
God’s intent for the Christian Life.  Another way to look at 
the subject is to understand that the Christian is to have a 
life that shines ever brighter until the full light of day!   
 



Closing with Proverbs 
Friday, December 29: Read I Thessalonians 4 

(Continued)  
How do we accomplish such a life?  Look at the instruc-
tions in Ephesians 4:22-24. 

You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, 
to put off your old self, which is being corrupted  

by its deceitful desires. . .. 

(We do this by reckoning ourselves dead to sin through 
our identification with the death of Christ on the cross.) 

. . . to be made new in the attitude of your minds . . .. 

(We do this by immersing ourselves in the mind  
of Christ—the Word of God.) 

. . .and to put on the new self, created to be like God in 
true righteousness and holiness. 

(This is to reckon ourselves alive unto God  
in Christ Jesus and then walk by the Spirit.) 

As we close the year 2017, I am blessed to think of our 
individual and corporate lives shining ever brighter in 

the year ahead.  May God provide a blessed new year!   
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