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Daily Devotional 

November  2018 



Foreword 
This month we will be moving back and forth between 
readings in Daniel and in the Book of Acts.  That means 
we will move between revela-
tion about the future given to 
Daniel and the early history of 
the Church that we find in the 
Book of Acts.   

I love the lessons to the 
Church, but, of course, we need 
to realize that we are part of a 
bigger plan.  We are part of 
God’s plan of redemption for 
mankind and how He is unfold-
ing His plans across the ages.   

I trust you will be blessed by 
both areas of study in this month’s devotional. 

In His grace,  

 

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1982 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 

 



Continuing Daniel 
Thursday November 1: Read Jeremiah 36 

Before we delve further into the interpretation of Nebu-
chadnezzar’s dream, let’s consider the events of Jeremiah 
36 that are unfolding at roughly the same time as the 
events of Daniel Chapter 2.  Remember, Daniel was taken 
in the first deportation and the southern kingdom contin-
ued on for more than a decade before the destruction of 
Jerusalem and complete exile.  So, while God is sending a 
message to Nebuchadnezzar regarding His sovereignty 
over the affairs of men in Daniel Chapter 2, the Jewish 
king of Israel—someone who should certainly know bet-
ter—is acting as if God carries no weight in the affairs of 
men whatsoever.  For God has told Jeremiah to: 

 “Take a scroll and write on it all the words  
I have spoken to you concerning Israel, Judah and all the 

other nations. . .Perhaps when the people of Judah hear 
about every disaster I plan to inflict on them,  
each of them will turn from his wicked way;  

then I will forgive their wickedness and their sin.”   
Jeremiah 36:2-3   

What does the king do when this scroll is delivered to him?   
Whenever Jehudi had read three or four columns of the 
scroll, the king cut them off with a scribe’s knife and 
threw them into the firepot, until the whole scroll was 

burned in the fire.  Jeremiah 36:23   

Furthermore: 
 The king and all his attendants who heard  

all these words showed no fear,  
nor did they tear their clothes. 

Jeremiah 36:23-24  

Continued on the next page. 



Continuing Daniel 
Thursday November 1: Read Jeremiah 36 

(Continued) 
Truly, as a people sow, so shall they reap!  (Galatians 6:7) 
God is always speaking, but are we listening?  So what do 
we do if we wake up one day and realize we have been 
burning the Word of the Lord by the life we are living? 

The answer to that question is in Verse 3 of today’s read-
ing.  It tells us to:   

. . . turn from wickedness and God will forgive!   

For we know: 
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just  
and will forgive us our sins and cleanse us  

from all unrighteousness.  I John 1:9   

 



Continuing Daniel 
Friday November 2: Read Daniel 12:19‐49 

(For the second time) 
Let’s start with the big picture regarding the dream given 
to Nebuchadnezzar by God.  Dr. R. Showers explains:  

The ultimate purpose of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was 
to assert the sovereign rule of God in the affairs of men 
and His superiority over pagan gods. . .the fact that the 
Kingdom of God of heaven would conquer all of Gentile 

world dominion would indicate the superiority of the 
God of heaven to all the Gentile gods. 

Although a detailed study of the dream is beyond the 
scope of a daily devotional, let’s consider the basics.   
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream begins with the figure of a very 
unique man.  The figure has a head of gold, which is 
clearly revealed to be Nebuchadnezzar and his kingdom.  
(Daniel 2:38)  Successive kingdoms follow: one of silver, 
one of bronze, and one of iron.  Historically, these match 
very well with the following: the Media-Persian kingdom 
which conquered Babylon, the Greek empire under Alex-
ander the Great, and the Roman Empire.   

This brings us to the First Advent of Christ, occurring 
during the time when Rome ruled large portions of 
Europe, Asia, and Africa.  Consider two questions: 

1.  At His First Advent, did Christ establish a kingdom 
dominant over all Gentile kingdoms?  No! He went to 
the cross as the Suffering Servant to die for our sins.  
That means the Kingdom of God on earth is yet future.   

Continued on the next page. 



Continuing Daniel 
Friday November 2: Read Daniel 12:19‐49 

(For the second time) (Continued) 
2. Second, what about the ten kingdoms of mixed clay 

and iron?  I would suggest they are yet future.  For, in 
the past two thousand years, there is not a matching 
historical analog.    

That leaves us with a breakdown of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream that looks like the graphic below.  Ponder it, and 
we’ll spend one more day in clarification on Monday. 



Continuing Daniel 
Monday November 5: Read Ephesians 3 

As we closed on Friday, I suggested that, in keeping with 
the prophecy in Daniel Chapter 2, historically, we are 
somewhere between the legs of iron and the feet of iron/
clay.  That means there is yet a time period of human rule 
marked by a confederation of human kingdoms.  That, in 
turn, will be followed by the following: 

 In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up 
a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be 
left to another people.  It will crush all those kingdoms 

and bring them to an end, but will itself  
endure forever.  Daniel 2:44   

Do you have this prophetic picture in mind?  Now let’s dis-
cuss something that can be very helpful in preventing you 
from getting the wrong idea about history.  Does the de-
scription in Verse 44 above have the feel of the New Tes-
tament church to you?   

I trust you said no, but there have been many throughout 
history, and remain many in our day, who think the estab-
lishment of some kind of righteous rule on the earth is the 
role of the church.  Two quick things that should help to 
correct that thinking:   

1. The Church is a mystery that was not revealed in the 
Old Testament.  Did you catch how Paul described it in 
today’s reading?  

. . .grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles  
the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make plain  

to everyone the administration of this mystery,  
which for ages past was kept hidden in God. . . 

Ephesians 3:8-9  

Continued on the next page. 



Continuing Daniel 
Monday November 5: Read Ephesians 3 

(Continued) 
2. The Church is the body of Christ on earth!  We are His 

witnesses and ambassadors representing the Savior, 
who is seated at the right hand of God, to a lost and 
desperately needy world—a world under the sway of 
Satan.  We minister in enemy-held territory, which will 
remain so until the King of kings and Lord of lords  
returns to establish His rule and reign.   

We err greatly, and horribly compromise our witness, 
when we, as the Church, attempt to function as the 
King—as every historical example of the church attempt-
ing to rule has clearly demonstrated! 

 



Continuing Daniel 
Tuesday November 6: Read Isaiah 11 

Let’s take stock of where we are in our study of Daniel:  
we have a dream, which has been supernaturally ex-
plained and interpreted by Daniel.  It is easy to directly 
connect much of it to history.  In fact, it starts with the 
reference point of Nebuchadnezzar as the golden head of 
the statue.  However, at some point, it becomes more  
difficult to connect with actual history, including the great 
culmination:   

. . .the God of heaven will set up a kingdom  
that will never be destroyed. . .It will crush  

all those kingdoms and bring them to an end,  
but it will itself endure forever.  Daniel 2:44   

And so, we anticipate a future kingdom that God Himself 
establishes, one that will be eternal.  Now, although it 
seems obvious that God has not yet established a king-
dom on earth, not everyone holds to this view.  There is a 
view called preterism which is becoming more widespread 
and has been promulgated by some very influential peo-
ple.  (You may not ever hear this term, but be on the 
lookout for its false teaching.)   

Here are a two of the tenants of preterism:   

1. Christ returned in 70 AD when Jerusalem fell to the 
Romans.  At this point, the book of Revelation was 
completely fulfilled, there will be no additional coming, 
and we are currently in the new heavens.   

Continued on the next page. 



Continuing Daniel 
Tuesday November 6: Read Isaiah 11 

(Continued) 
2. Furthermore, Old Testament Israel has been replaced 

by the Church and Satan is already bound and cannot 
hinder the spread of the Gospel.  Thus, we are cur-
rently in the time of the Millennial Kingdom, although it 
is not a literal kingdom.   

When laid out like this, it does indeed seem like a fanciful 
idea completely divorced from reality.  I have to agree 
with one theologian who quipped: 

 If Satan is currently bound,  
he certainly has a long leash!   

Nevertheless, be on guard for pieces of this theology that 
are becoming very prevalent in the teaching of people 
who write books that populate Christian bookstores and 
who preach on television.  The kingdom to come depicted 
in Daniel 2:44 is briefly described in today’s reading, and 
will look nothing like what has been happening for the 
past 2000 years.  Praise God!    



Continuing Daniel 
Wednesday November 7: Read Genesis 41 

Continuing to work from Daniel Chapter 2, what do you 
think of Nebuchadnezzar’s response in Daniel 2:46-49?  
Surely it is a positive thing for a pagan king to exclaim:  

Surely your God is the God of gods and the Lord of 
kings and a revealer of mysteries. . .  Daniel 2:47 

Does this mean that Nebuchadnezzar has undergone con-
version, that he has become a believer?  Perhaps no more 
so than the Pharaoh in today’s reading who recognized 
Joseph was “one in whom is the Spirit of God,” without 
showing any desire to know Joseph’s God himself.   
Remember, the purpose of the book of Daniel is to  
decisively answer the question Who’s in Charge?  Even 
Nebuchadnezzar shows signs of understanding, but I don’t 
think we will ever get a definitive answer to the question 
of whether or not Nebuchadnezzar was saved.  But cer-
tainly, to exclaim that the God of the Jews is the God of 
gods is a step in the right direction.  Let me add two addi-
tional items for you to consider:   
1. In the midst of having his life spared and receiving 

great personal honor, Daniel remembers his three 
compatriots.  In fact, this is his only documented  
action following his being put in charge over all the 
wise men.  Oh, that our first thoughts would be of  
others in times of great success!   

2. Certainly, after this near death experience in Chapter 
2, there will be smooth sailing for this group of faithful 
exiles.  On the contrary, Chapter 3 could be described 
as out of the frying pan and into the fire!  For, how 
long does a chastised sin nature remain humble and 
teachable?  The obvious answer to this question tells 
you everything you need to know about Nebuchadnez-
zar’s behavior when we return to Chapter 3.   



Back to Acts 
Thursday November 8: Read Acts 9:1‐31 

Thus far in our study of the Book of Acts, we have seen 
the early church unfold as God has worked through Peter 
and those associated with him.  With some exceptions, 
these ministry efforts have been primarily in Israel and 
directed to the Jewish people.  Today’s reading is the start 
of a major transition.  For Saul’s conversion will bring us 
an additional leader in the church, one whose calling goes 
well beyond the borders of Israel and with a ministry to 
the Gentiles.   

Today’s reading is poignant, because it portrays a drama 
that has been repeated countless times in history.  Spe-
cifically, the enemy of the Church is going to become a 
great supporter of the Church; the persecutor of the faith 
is going to become a great proclaimer of the faith.  How 
often has the vain and blasphemous man become a tire-
less advocate of the faith he once ridiculed?  For example, 
the story of John Newton and the song Amazing Grace 
has been repeated countless times.  Perhaps there are 
shades of this story in your own life.   

Now, what can cause such a transformation?  The cause 
is the life-changing power of the message that has been 
entrusted to the Church, the Gospel centered in the per-
son and work of Jesus Christ, is the cause.  Nothing has 
the power to transform men like the Gospel.  That is why 
Paul said in his letter to the Romans: 

 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power 
of God for the salvation of everyone who believes:  

first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 
Roman 1:16  

 



Back to Acts 
Thursday November 8: Read Acts 9:1‐31 

(Continued) 

We are going to see a mighty transformation as we study 
the life of Paul beginning in Chapter 9 and then nearly 
non-stop from Acts 12 through the end of the book.  Our 
story of Paul begins in Acts 8:3:   

But Saul began to destroy the church.   
Going from house to house, he dragged off  
men and women and put them in prison.  

As Chapter 9 opens, the havoc he has reeked against his 
own people is unabated:  

. . .Saul was still breathing out murderous threats 
against the Lord’s disciples.  Acts 9:1   

And, apparently having 
rounded up all the Chris-
tians he could readily find 
in Jerusalem, he is looking 
to expand his efforts at 
persecution to Damascus.  
The city is about 150 miles 
from Jerusalem and part 
of the Roman province of 
Syria.   

No doubt, the Christian 
community is praying for 
relief and protection, little 
expecting how God is  
going to answer their 
prayers! 
 



Back to Acts 
Friday November 9: Read Timothy 1 

Do you want to know what a conversion looks like from 
the outside?  Saul of Tarsus was descending like a great 
storm upon Damascus in self-righteous wrath looking to 
root out Christians and throw them into prison.  Then he 
was led meekly into the city as a blind man.  There has 
been a drastic change on the outside, which may be the 
more noticeable.  But the greater change has occurred on 
the inside.  It began with repentance and, specifically, re-
pentance as it is meant to be understood!   

You see repentance isn’t about the leopard changing his 
spots (behavior), it’s about a change of mind—a change 
that occurs when the truth is received.  We started Chap-
ter 9 with Saul “breathing out murderous threats against 
the Lord’s disciples.”  He was doing so because of his be-
lief that Jesus had blasphemously declared Himself to be 
both Divine and the Messiah and those who promoted 
such blasphemy deserved to be imprisoned.   



Back to Acts 
Friday November 9: Read I Timothy 1  

(Continued) 
We end this section of Acts 9 with Saul, now Paul, preach-
ing “in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God.”      
(Verse 20)  What happened?   

As the result of his encounter with the risen Lord Jesus 
Christ on the road to Damascus, Paul changed his mind 
about who Jesus was.  That’s repentance.  Then he put 
his faith in this revealed Christ—and that’s what caused 
his salvation.  And, it was that salvation that, in turn, led 
to the dramatic transformation of his life!   

So now we have a wonderful example that reinforces the 
answers to two very important questions:  

1. Who can come to God through Christ?  Everyone 
can come: even an accessory to murder, even a terri-
ble persecutor of Christians, even the worst of sinners, 
as Paul describes himself in today’s reading! 

2. How do you come?  By faith!  It starts with repen-
tance which is changing your mind about who Jesus is 
and what He has accomplished.  Jesus wasn’t a blas-
phemer for claiming to be God, He actually was God!  
He wasn’t justly executed as a criminal, He died in our 
place bearing our sins!  When you have changed your 
mind about who Jesus is and what He has done for 
you, then what is needed is to place your faith in Him 
as Savior unto eternal life!   

Praise God this same Gospel is ours today!  



Back to Acts 
Monday, November 12: Read Philippians 3:1‐7 
There is so much rich application that can be made from 
the conversion of Paul.  Let’s spend a day considering the 
following:   

 We may be ambassadors for Christ, but God is the 
sovereign initiator who brings lost people to Himself.  
Ananias plays his role, but God reached in to get Paul’s 
attention.  We need to learn to trust God, through His 
Spirit, to convict the hearts of lost mankind lest we 
take too much upon ourselves.  Ours is to hold out the 
truth of the Gospel and trust the Spirit to: 

 . . .convict the world of guilt in regard to sin  
and righteousness and judgment. . . John 16:8  

 An angry individual 
once told me: 
“Unless you walk the 
aisle during an altar 
call you cannot be 
saved!”  When I turn 
to the pages of 
Scripture I see the 
truth looks much  
different.  Some get 
saved in a chariot 
(the Ethiopian 
Eunuch); some get 
saved in the dust (Paul).  What they have in common 
is a shared faith in the person and work of Christ!   

 



Back to Acts 
Monday, November 12: Read Philippians 3:1‐7 

(Continued) 
 What took Paul so long to come to faith?  After Peter’s 

preaching and Stephen’s great message didn’t he have 
everything he needed to come to faith?  Does God give 
faith to some and not others—as some claim?  Let me 
suggest Paul’s problem from his own words:  

 If anyone thinks he may have confidence in the flesh,  
I more so: circumcised the eighth day, of the stock  

of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew  
of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee;  

concerning zeal, persecuting the church;  
concerning the righteousness which is  
in the law, blameless.   Philippians 3:4-6   

Do you see it?  Paul was 
trusting in his religious 
pedigree—in the flesh!  
And here is what every 
religious person needs to 
do in order to be saved:  

But whatever was to my 
profit I now consider  
loss for the sake of 

Christ. . . Philippians 3:7  

That is repentance!  It is a 
change of mind about self 
that leads to faith in Christ.  More to come! 
 



Back to Acts 
Tuesday, November 13: Read Philippians 3:7‐16 
So Saul (Paul) was on his way to Damascus to grab hold 
of Christians, and instead God grabbed hold of him!  Saul 
had it all figured out: His religious pedigree was in his  
favor; his strict adherence to the Mosaic Law was in his 
favor; and his zeal to cleanse Judaism from the cult of 
those following Jesus was in his favor.  And then God met 
him on the road to Damascus and said: 

 “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me?”  
“Who are you Lord?” Saul asked.  

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. . .”  
Acts 9:4-5  

Saul is being challenged right here to repent—to change 
his mind about everything!  His religious pedigree couldn’t 
save him, his adherence to the Law couldn’t make him 
righteous in God’s sight, and he was wrong about who  
Jesus was.   

To his eternal benefit, Saul did change his mind!  And, his 
testimony about that change is very clear:  

But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss  
for the sake of Christ. . .I consider everything a loss 
compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing 

Christ Jesus my Lord. . .not having a righteousness  
of my own that comes from the Law, but that  

which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness  
that comes from God and is by faith. 

Philippians 3:7-9  

His change of mind is so clear and that’s what repentance 
really is! 

 
 



Back to Acts 
Tuesday, November 13: Read Philippians 3:7‐16 

(Continued) 
Further, the means by which he is saved is equally clear: 

. . .the righteousness that comes  
from God and is by faith.  Philippians 7:9   

Have you and I had the same change of mind?  Have we 
turned from trusting in ourselves and what we bring to 
the table to trusting in Christ and the finished work of the 
cross?  I trust we have.   

One more thing to note.  Where in all of this do you see 
Saul’s conversion related to a change in his behavior?  
The answer is that you don’t!  What you see is a change 
of mind leading to faith in Christ—and then comes the  
change in behavior.  The rest of our study of the book of 
Acts will show you this truth. 

 



Back to Acts 
Wednesday, November 14: Read Acts 26 

So who can come to Christ?  Anyone and everyone can 
come to Christ—even an accessory to murder, even a ter-
rible persecutor of Christians.  Anyone can come who will 
choose the one way provided by the grace of God!  How 
then do you come?  By faith in the person and work of 
Jesus Christ.  This requires first a change of mind about 
who Jesus is and what He has accomplished on our behalf 
and then trusting Him as Savior and Lord.   

Now how about the question I raised yesterday, where 
does a change of behavior fit into all of this?  Here is a 
summary of Paul’s ministry:   

 . .but declared first to those in Damascus  
and in Jerusalem, and throughout  

all the region of Judea, and then to the Gentiles,  
that they should repent, turn to God,  
and do works befitting repentance. 

Acts 26:20   

There it is!  Change your mind about who Jesus is and 
what He has accomplished (repentance), turn to God 
(faith in Christ), and do works that match up with that 
change of mind about Christ.  This is the proper order. 
Faith in Christ leads to a change in behavior and not the 
other way around.  If change comes first, you have a 
works based salvation.  Conversely, if change doesn’t  
follow placing your faith in Christ, you have a dysfunc-
tional salvation.  For the Christian life is not believe and 
walk away.  It is not believe and wait until you die to re-
ceive your payoff!   Belief is what brings us into the family 
of God.  From that point on, we need to follow after the 
author and perfecter of our faith—the Lord Jesus Christ.   



Back to Acts 
Wednesday, November 14: Read Acts 26 

(Continued) 
Notice the order!  Works are most certainly to come, but 
not until after repentance.  In other words, we are not 
able to do the works of the Lord until after we are super-
naturally equipped to do those works!   

As we meditate upon this, I trust Paul’s testimony reso-
nates with each one of us:   

This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,  

of whom I am chief.  However, for this reason I obtained 
mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all 

long-suffering, as a pattern to those who are going to 
believe on Him for everlasting life.  I Timothy 1:15-16   

And all God’s people said, “Amen!” 



Return to Daniel 
Thursday, November 15: Read Daniel 3:1‐15 

Let me return to our study of Daniel with the same ques-
tion that closed our study of Chapter 2, “How long does 
the sin nature remain humble and teachable?”   

I think we instinctively know the answer to be not long!  
That certainly explains how we go from Nebuchadnezzar 
falling prostrate before Daniel and claiming, “Surely your 
God is the God of gods and the Lord of kings. . .” (Daniel 
2:47) to Nebuchadnezzar building an image of gold and 
demanding, on pain of death, that all his subjects worship 
this idol that he has constructed.  Consider these ideas:  

 In his earlier dream, only the head of the statue was 
made of gold.  Let me suggest that this statue is very 
likely an image of Nebuchadnezzar, and he has de-
cided the whole thing needs to be of gold.  In short, 
he has selectively remembered the portions of God’s 
revelation he likes (the head of gold), and then ma-
nipulated it to his own ends.  Are we sometimes guilty 
of the same thing?   

 God has provided revelation, and Nebuchadnezzar has 
chosen rebellion!  Why do I say that?  Don’t forget 
Daniel 2:44!  For God had revealed to Nebuchadnezzar 
the unfolding of history.  And although it was true that 
Nebuchadnezzar was the head of gold, other kingdoms 
would follow his, and eventually God Himself would 
supplant them all with a kingdom that would never 
end.  Thus, God is ultimately in charge and worthy of 
worship.  But, Nebuchadnezzar has decided to rewrite 
history.  His statue represents just himself, and he has 
decided that he is a more appropriate object of worship!    

How well do you think this is going to work out in a book 
written to answer the question: Who’s in Charge? 
 



Return to Daniel 
Friday, November 16: Read John 15 

Our storyline in Daniel 3 presents quite a dilemma for 
every Jew who knew his Bible.  As Exodus 20 makes per-
fectly clear:   

You shall have no other gods before Me.   
You shall not make for yourself an idol  
in the form of anything in heaven above  

or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.   
You shall not bow down to them or worship them;  

for I , the Lord your God, am a jealous God. . . 
Exodus 20:3-5  

On the other hand, the death sen-
tence has been decreed for any who 
fail to bow down to the statue!  
What is a Jewish young man living 
in exile to do?  First, note that what 
we really have right here is a clear 
cut example of the conflict that is 
always going to exist between God’s 
way and man’s ways.  God says, I 
alone am worthy of worship!  Man 
says, here are any number of more 
desirable alternatives.  

Now, what do you think is going to happen when you 
choose God’s way over man’s?  The world is going to hate 
you!  We have that on the authority of Jesus Himself,  

“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated Me 
first.  If you belonged to the world, it would love you as 

its own. . .but I have chosen you out of the world.  This is 
why the world hates you. . .If they persecuted Me,  

they will persecute you also.”   John 15:18-20  

Continued on the next page. 



Return to Daniel 
Friday, November 16: Read John 15  

(Continued) 
Amazingly, John 15 applies back in time as well as for-
ward.  In the second half of this chapter, we are going to 
see exactly what the world’s hatred looks like.  And one 
more thing to note, did you catch Nebuchadnezzar’s atti-
tude in Daniel 3:15?   

. . .what god will be able to rescue you from my hand? 

What happened to the humbled king?  He is nowhere in 
sight!  Furthermore, he has a marked lack of respect for 
the capabilities of God, a marked lack of the fear of the 
Lord.  If he persists, this is going to catch up with him! 



Return to Daniel 
Monday, November 19: Read Daniel 3:16‐30 

Although the story of the fiery furnace is well known in 
general, there are a number of important details we do 
not want to overlook:   
 Nebuchadnezzar gives Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah 

a chance to change their minds about worshipping his 
gold image.  (I much prefer their Hebrew names be-
cause they all bear witness to God.)  They don’t try to 
argue, beg for mercy, or come up with an alternative.  
They simply plead guilty to rejecting idolatry!   

 We can learn something about prayer in Verses 17-18:  
the three recognize God’s ability to act (omnipotence) 
and complete authority over the situation (sovereignty). 
They will simply be obedient to the clearly-revealed 
will of God, while leaving the outcome in the hands of 
the Lord!  Often, our tendency is closer to dictating 
terms to God than leaving matters in His capable 
hands.  This is the great secret to these three men  
being so relaxed in the presence of the angry, self-
centered king.  For no matter how God works things 
out, they have made up their minds not to engage in 
false worship.  Do we have an equally clear sense of 
what boundaries we will not cross?   

 With respect to prayer, when we are really in the midst 
of a difficult situation or a severe trial, do we know 
that our Savior is with us?   

As a reminder, who was that fourth man walking around 
with our three Jewish role models?  Of course, it was the 
Lord Himself!  As He has made clear, “Never will I leave 
you; never will I forsake you.”  (Hebrews 13:5)  So we too 
can rest in the truth:  

The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.   
What can man (or circumstances) do to me?   Hebrews 13:6  

 



Return to Daniel 
Tuesday, November 20: Read I Corinthians 16 

God has given human beings the ability to make choices.  
That is part of what it means to be made in the image and 
likeness of God.  The choices could be to eat or not eat or 
to serve the one true God versus other gods.  (These two 
choices are actually related in the book of Daniel.)  Fur-
ther, we should expect the world to make largely bad 
choices as Christians sometimes do too.  In fact, a careful 
reading of the New Testament epistles makes it very clear 
that much of the guidance to the Church is cautionary—
warning us away from making bad choices.   

So when dealing with people, our job is to hold out the 
truth and then implore them to respond.  Ultimately, we 
need to realize that each individual will choose for or 
against Christ. (John 3:36)  We may feel badly for some-
one who chooses poorly and, if they are still alive, we can 
have hope the Lord may be able to get their attention  
before it is too late!  Certainly, we don’t hate those who 
reject the truth, we pray for them!   

Now how about the world, does it play by the same rules?   
In other words, when we reject its ways, as Christians, 
does it simply allow us to make our own choices?  Here is 
what the world does, 

 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious. . . 
He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than 
usual. . .and throw them (the three companions) into the 

blazing furnace.  Daniel 3:19-20  

Here is the principle: When you defy the world, as every 
Christian walking with the Lord must at some point, the 
world will not be your friend.  The world seeks to either 
co-opt or crush, there is no middle ground!  So: 

Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith;  
be men of courage. . . I Corinthians 16:13 



Giving Thanks 
Wednesday, November 21: Read Psalm 136 

We’ll now spend two days on the topic of thanksgiving.  
Today’s psalm is a marvelous treatise on the subject:   

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.   
His love (mercy) endures forever.  

Let me introduce you to the Hebrew word checed.  Some 
are frustrated by the fact that it is translated love in some 
translations and mercy in others.  Which is it, for those 
two words are not the same in English?  Don’t let the 
translations frustrate you, for what this typically indicates 
is that the word has a much richer meaning than is able to 
be communicated in a single English word.  That is exactly 
the case with this word—especially when it is speaking of 
God.  For it means mercy, kindness, lovingkindness, and 
goodness.  To take it further, it also means to have mercy 
towards those experiencing misfortune, zeal to meet the 
needs of another, and kindness toward everyone.   

This is how God acts toward mankind and it is a marvel-
ous thing to behold.  For He is the Sovereign Creator of 
this universe, the One who is holy beyond our comprehen-
sion and lives in unapproachable light.  He chooses to 
have mercy upon us in our lost condition, has acted in 
great zeal to address our sin in a way that we could never 
accomplish on our own, and all of this in such a gracious 
manner because we are totally without merit.  It is be-
cause God is good, though we are not, that we are to give 
thanks to Him.  It is because His attitude of mercy and 
lovingkindness towards us endures forever, that we are to 
give thanks.  Spend a few moments reflecting upon God’s 
special care for that which He has created—His mercy and 
kindness towards you—and you won’t have to force the 
thanksgiving!  It will begin to overflow from a heart filled 
with an understanding of the nature of our great God! 



Giving Thanks 
Thursday, November 22:  
Read Psalm 136 (Again) 

Happy Thanksgiving!  With yesterday’s preparation in 
mind, I would like to challenge you to do something.   
Specifically, write your own Psalm 136.  Use what we 
have in the text as a pattern, and then write your own 
version of the psalm.  Start by giving thanks for who God 
is and what He is like.  Progress to the works of His 
hands.  He has been at work for thousands of years and 
there is much to attribute to Him.  Then look at the record 
of your life, and give thanks for the many times you can 
see His hand at work in your life, your job, your family.  
Then close with thanks for the salvation that is yours in 
Jesus Christ.  A salvation that has components for which 
you and I can give thanks related to the past, the present, 
and the future.   

Before you know it, your personal psalm of thanksgiving is 
going to exceed 26 verses because the God we love, first 
loved us. 

He is good and His mercy  endures forever! 



Return to Daniel 
Friday, November 23: Read I Peter 3 

Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah certainly had an impact on 
King Nebuchadnezzar!  In fact by the time Chapter 3 
closes, Nebuchadnezzar forbids, upon pain of death, any-
one to speak against the God of these three men—the 
one true God!  There is much to be learned from the testi-
mony of these three men, let me suggest two things:  

1. Did our three Jewish examples have a clear testimony?  
I would suggest they did: 

Praise be to the God of Shadrach. . . They trusted in 
Him and defied the king’s command and were willing 
to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any 

god except their own God.   Daniel 3:28 

Calmly, firmly, and with great clarity, these three men 
gave witness to their faith in their God.  Do we do the 
same?  Do we witness to the lost people on our street, 
those with whom we recreate, and those in our ex-
tended families?  Do we calmly, firmly, and with clarity 
give testimony to the saving work of Jesus Christ in 
our own lives?  Praise God that we would do so.  

 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord.  
Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone  

who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you 
have.  But do this with gentleness and respect. . . 

  I Peter 3:15   

2. What about the purpose of the miraculous?  God often 
uses miracles to authenticate the message.  Consider 
this very thing in Daniel, and ask which comes first—
testimony or validation?  The order in Daniel is testi-
mony first and then God’s miraculous affirmation.  I 
would suggest the same pattern for us.  It is our call-
ing to bear witness first, and then trust in God’s con-
firming and convicting work to emphasize our witness!  
 



Return to Daniel 
Monday, November 26: Read Romans 13 

Romans 13:1-7 states in clear and explicit language the 
Christian’s responsibility toward governmental authority.  
Here is a sample:  

 Everyone must submit himself to the governing  
authorities, for there is no authority except that which 

God has established. . .Consequently he who rebels 
against authority is rebelling against what God  

has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment 
upon themselves.  Romans 13:1-2   

Now let’s bring Daniel 3 alongside Romans 13 to see what 
we can learn.   

 Does Romans 13 teach that Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah should have worshipped the golden statue?  I 
don’t believe so.  There are many Scriptural examples 
where the following principal takes precedence:  Obey 
the governing authorities until they require something 
that is clearly in disobedience to the direct will of God.  
At that point we are to choose to obey God rather than 
men!  And this is precisely what our three examples 
chose to do.   



Return to Daniel 
Monday, November 26: Read Romans 13 

(Continued) 

 Might this prove difficult to do?  Yes!  Do we have a 
promise from God that He will come and deliver us 
from governmental excess or injustice?  No!  Look 
again at Daniel 3:17-18:   

. . .the God we serve is able to save us. . . 
but even if He does not. . .we will not serve your  

gods or worship the image of gold. . .  

Do you see it?  They knew the right thing to do and 
left the outcome in God’s hands. 

 One last thing that brings us back to Romans 13.   
Notice how, after God’s miraculous intervention, the 
three men do not take that as warrant to begin some 
kind of underground guerrilla movement.  Instead, 
they are promoted within the Babylonian government, 
and they just keep on walking uprightly before God 
and obeying the government authorities instituted by 
God.  They are perfect role models! 



Back to Acts 
Tuesday, November 27: Read Acts 9:32‐43 

In Chapters 9, 10, and 11 of Acts, we are drawing to a 
close the accounts of the ministry of Peter.  From Acts 13 
on, the narrative changes to documenting the ministry of 
Paul, as his missionary journeys begin.  We are going to 
use this wonderful close to Peter’s ministry, in particular 
that involving a Roman centurion named Cornelius, to 
once again answer the questions: “Who can come; and 
how do you come?”  Of course by this I mean: who can 
be reconciled to God and thereby receive eternal life, and 
what exactly is necessary for this to occur?   

Turning now to the second half of Acts 9, we see Peter in 
ministry to a paralytic in Lydda and resuscitating a woman 
who had died in Joppa—and as the result of his ministry: 

. . .many people believed in the Lord.  Acts 9:42  

Look back with me at the spread of the Gospel, and the 
development of the early Church as recorded in the first 
ten chapters of Acts.  The Church begins on the day of 
Pentecost with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and on 
its very first day 3000 Jewish individuals are saved—many 
of them Jews from surrounding nations.  The response to 
the Gospel message in Jerusalem continues, though the 
Sanhedrin tries to keep it in check.  Thus, by Acts 5:14, 
we learn: 

 . . .more and more men and women believed in the Lord 
and were added to their number.  

Then in Acts 8, the first baby step out of Israel as  
Samaritans hear the Gospel and respond (Acts 8:12).  Next 
the Ethiopian Eunuch goes back to Ethiopia as a saved 
individual (Acts 8:30-38).  Now, as we prepare to read in 



Back to Acts 
Tuesday, November 27: Read Acts 9:32‐43 

(Continued) 
Acts 10, we are going to learn about a Roman Centurion of 
the Italian Regiment coming to faith in Christ.  Although 
we are going to answer the question many more times in 
the book of Acts, the answer to yhe question who can be 
reconciled to God and thereby receive eternal life is: 

Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes,  
let him take the free gift of the water of life. 

Revelation 22:17  

Grab hold of this truth, 
and don’t let go.  The an-
swer is: Whosoever will!  
Already we have Jews of 
Israel, Jews of the  
diaspora, Samaritans  
including a former sor-
cerer, and Gentiles.   
And, ponder this, these 
are not just Gentiles, but 
Gentiles that were part of 
the occupying forces of 
Israel for in Acts 10 the 
Centurion and Peter are 
become brothers in Christ.  
By the time we reach Acts 
16, Paul and his Philippian 
jailor are also going to be 
brothers in Christ!   

Who can come?  Anyone!  But how, or by what means, do 
you come?  Read on! 



Back to Acts 
Wednesday, November 28: Read Acts 10:1‐33 

Here is the problem—Peter is supposed to be a witness to 
the salvation that is available in Jesus Christ in: 

. . .Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the  
uttermost ends of the earth.  Acts 1:8 

However his Jewish upbringing requires him to disdain the 
Samaritans and have no association with Gentiles.  As you 
can see, God is going to have to break down some barri-
ers.  Actually, we close Acts 9 with some progress clearly 
evident.  For Peter is staying in the home of a  
tanner in Joppa.  The Jews considered dealing with animal 
hides an unclean activity, so already we can see changes 
in Peter’s attitude.  (Presumably, Simon the tanner is a 
Christian and Peter is enjoying fellowship with him.)    

However, sharing the 
Gospel with an occupy-
ing Roman, in his own 
house, that’s another 
matter altogether.   God 
solves this by working 
both ends toward the 
middle.  He sends an 
angel to Cornelius, a 
Roman centurion; and 
gives Peter a vision in 
order to correct his 
thinking.  This sets the 
stage for a meeting be-
tween Cornelius and Pe-
ter, the subject of to-
morrow’s reading.  

 



Back to Acts 
Wednesday, November 28: Read Acts 10:1‐33 

(Continued) 
In the meantime, two questions for you:   

1. Does God ask Peter and Cornelius to solve cultural  
differences or to obey His revelation?  God is the  
problem solver, ours is to obey His call.   

2. So is Cornelius saved? Consider again the Acts 10:2 
description of Cornelius:   

He and all his family were devout and God-fearing;  
he gave generously to those in need and  

prayed to God regularly.   

He has good works to show—but does he have eternal 
life?  We’ll have to see what the text teaches us! 

 



Back to Acts 
Thursday, November 29: Read Acts 10:34‐48 

What a glorious drama in this second half of Chapter 10!  
Here is Peter, standing before a Roman Centurion and his 
family and friends, in a meeting that was clearly ordained 
by God.  What does he do?  He models for us what we 
should do.  He preaches Christ and Him crucified!   

You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, 
telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who 
is Lord of all. . .We are witnesses of everything He did 

in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem.  
They killed Him by hanging Him on a tree,  

but God raised Him from the dead on the third day and 
caused Him to be seen.  Acts 10:36, 39-40   

And then, as Peter warms 
to his message, something 
shocking happens.  In 
Verse 43 he says: 

 All the prophets testify 
about Him that  

everyone who believes in 
Him receives forgiveness  

of sins through His 
name.  

While Peter is speaking 
this very message, the 
Holy Spirit came upon the 
Gentile audience and they 
began: 

 . . .speaking in tongues 
and praising God. 

Acts 10:46   
 



Back to Acts 
Thursday, November 29: Read Acts 10:34‐48 

(Continued) 

Here is what happened: They heard the message about 
belief in Christ as the means of forgiveness and they  
believed!  Because faith in Christ is the sole criterion for 
salvation, the moment they believed they were baptized 
into the body of Christ by the Holy Spirit—whether Jew or 
Gentile!  (I Corinthians 12:13)    

Let’s be very clear!  The Spirit of God was not poured out 
on Cornelius because He was devout, nor because he was 
God-fearing and a doer of good works!  He already was all 
of those things.  The Holy Spirit was poured out upon 
him, his family, and his friends gathered there because 
they believed that Jesus died in their place that they 
might receive the blessing of the: 

 . . .forgiveness of sins through His name!  Acts 10:43 

I think we are well on our way to understanding how a 
person becomes reconciled to God!  Could it be as simple 
as: faith alone in the finished work of Christ alone? 
 



Back to Acts 
Friday, November 30: Read Acts 11:1‐18 

Few things are more of a blessing than a lost person get-
ting saved.  That’s because when they do, they are being 
transferred from the dominion of darkness into the king-
dom of Jesus Christ! (Colossians 1:13-14)  And the more 
unlikely it would seem for a particular individual to get 
saved, when they do, what can we do but marvel at the 
grace of God that would save even such as him or her.   

What a cause for praise!  Satan has lost one more of his 
subjects who is now a child of God.   

So is that how the believer’s in Jerusalem responded when 
they heard about this Roman Centurion, a hated occupy-
ing soldier, getting saved?  Hardly!  They read Peter the 
riot act: 

. . .the circumcised believers criticized him  
and said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised 

men and ate with them.”  Acts 11:2-3 

So what?  The Mosaic Law is no longer the rule of life for 
the believer!   

. . .we have been released from the Law so that we serve in 
the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the 

written code.  Romans 7:6  

Where is their rejoicing over a lost person, and his whole 
household, getting saved?  Where is the grace in the 
church in Jerusalem?   Thankfully, Peter boldly stands his 
ground.  He explains how the Lord led him via a vision to 
visit Cornelius.   



Back to Acts 
Friday, November 30: Read Acts 11:1‐18 

(Continued) 

Peter summarizes the situation with these words: 
 So if God gave them the same gift as he gave us,  

who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I  
to think that I could oppose God?    

Acts 11:17  

Finally the circumcised crowd in Jerusalem starts to catch 
on and they: 

 . . .praised God, saying, “So then God has granted  
even the Gentiles repentance unto life.” 

Acts 11:18   

Can you hear the surprise in their voices?  All I can say is, 
“Thank goodness He has!” 
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