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Foreword 
We will spend time this month nearing the end of our 
readings in Ephesians, with a study of a few of Israel’s 
first kings in our study of Old 
Testament Characters, and be-
gin reading our way through 
I John.  And, of course, on the 
28th of this month, we will set 
aside the time to simply give 
thanks.   
I trust you will continue to be 
blessed by a daily time in God’s 
Word.  Please make sure you 
allow time for the Word of God 
and the Spirit of God to speak 
to your heart for your edifica-
tion.  It is not about getting through the reading for the 
day, it is about the reading getting through to you! 
In His grace,  
 
Kevin Redig 
 
 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 
 



Lessons in Ephesians 
Friday, November 1: Read Acts 20  

The portion of Ephesians Chapter 5 that has been driving 
our investigations for the past few days is about the wor-
thy walk as it relates to relationships—particularly mar-
riage.  However, in the middle of a section that likens the 
husband’s love for his wife to that of Christ for the Church 
we find this statement: 

 This is a profound mystery. . .        Ephesians 5:32  
It most certainly is a mystery how a husband could hope 
to love his wife as Christ loves His bride.  But then the 
text continues on to say something unexpected in the 
same verse:  

. . .but I am talking about Christ and the Church.   
So not only is God, through Paul, giving us guidance on 
the marriage relationship, but He is also revealing some-
thing to us about the unique and special nature of the  
relationship between Christ and His Church.  Let’s investi-
gate this further:   
 There is meant to be an intimacy of relationship be-

tween the believer and Jesus Christ that is unique and 
unparalleled in any form of religion!  
To them God willed to make known what are the 
riches of the glory of this mystery among the  
Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.  
              Colossians 1:27   
The very God of glory is residing in each and every  
believer—how amazing!    

Continued on the next page. 
 

 



Lessons in Ephesians 
Friday, November 1: Read Acts 20 

(Continued) 
 Now the above verse speaks to the individual, but our 

passage in Ephesians expands this to consider the cor-
porate—the Church, the Bride of Christ!  It is this 
Church that God intends to be holy and blameless in 
His sight—without spot or blemish.  Consider how  
precious to Christ is His Church—for it is the Church: 
 . . .which He bought with His own blood.  Acts 20:28   

ACTS 20:28 



Lessons in Ephesians 
Monday, November 4:  

Read Revelation 19:1-14  
We ended Friday with the truth that the Church was 
bought with the blood of Christ and so it is precious to 
Him.  Today, we will see what more we learn about this 
precious Bride of Christ. 
1. The Church has one 

foundation:  
For no other founda-
tion can anyone lay 
than that which is 
laid, which is Jesus 
Christ.     
       I Corinthians 3:11  

2. The Church is a mystery:  
 . . .by revelation He made known to me the  
mystery. . .which in other ages was not made 
known. . .that I should preach among the Gentiles 
the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all 
see what is the fellowship of the mystery. . .that 
the manifold wisdom of God might be made known 
by the Church. . .        Ephesians 3:3-10  
A mystery is something that was hidden in the past 
(Old Testament) but is now revealed (at Pentecost).   

3. The Church is a masterpiece.  It is neither Plan B nor 
an afterthought!    
For we (the Church) are His workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand that we should walk in them.   
               Ephesians 2:10   

Continued on the next page. 
 



Lessons in Ephesians 
Monday, November 4:  

Read Revelation 19:1-14 (Continued) 
4. Who do you choose to head up something like the 

Church?   
And He (God) put all things under His (the Lord Jesus 
Christ’s) feet, and gave Him to be head over all 
things to the Church, which is His body, the  
fullness of Him who fills all in all.      Ephesians 1:22   

There is no one else so eminently qualified.   
5. What do you suppose happens when the Church loses 

its way?  
“Yet I hold this 
against you: You 
have forsaken your 
first love. . .If you  
do not repent, I  
will come to you  
and remove your 
lampstand from  
its place.”  
       Revelation 2:4-5  

6. Lastly, with such a 
glorious standing, 
what kind of future do you suppose is in store for the 
Church?  We saw a glimpse in today’s reading:  
Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude 
. . . shouting: “Hallelujah!  For our Lord God Almighty 
reigns.  Let us rejoice and be glad and give Him 
glory!  For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and 
His bride has made herself ready. . .Blessed are 
those who are invited to the wedding supper of the 
Lamb!”              Revelation 19:6-10 



A New Study in I John 
Tuesday, November 5: Read John 20 

We are going to begin reading through the book of I 
John, and we’ll prepare by reading the 20th chapter of 
John’s Gospel.  We’ll start with this reading in John’s Gos-
pel for two reasons:   
1. I want to remind you that the author of I John wrote a 

number of other New Testament books—the Gospel of 
John being one of them.   

2. To help you be ready to refute the confusing and erro-
neous teaching you will often find regarding the book 
of I John.   

In I John, you find such topics as: fellowship with Christ, 
sensitivity to sin, obedience to God’s Word, love of other 
Christians, prayer, and suffering for one’s faith.  All too 
often there are those who suggest that these subjects are 
included in I John because they are meant to be tests of 
whether or not a person is really saved—whether or not 
an individual is a true Christian.  Now there are many 
egregious problems with this approach, but consider this 
as the simplest, and most direct, refutation.  John’s Gos-
pel is one large Gospel tract.  For example, you saw in to-
day’s reading why John included accounts of Jesus’ mira-
cles in his Gospel:   

Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the pres-
ence of His disciples which are not recorded in this 
book.  But these are written that you may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, 
and that by believing you may have life in His name. 
               John 20:30-31   

How do you obtain eternal life?  By believing in the person 
and work of Christ!   

Continued on the next page. 



A New Study in I John 
Tuesday, November 5: Read John 20 

(Continued) 

In his Gospel John mentions belief as the means of  
obtaining eternal life ninety-nine times.  If John was going 
to provide a test as to whether or not a person was 
saved, what test would he bring forth?  It would be 
whether or not a person had believed in Jesus Christ!   
John’s purpose in writing I John was something else  
altogether different than trying to convince the lost to get 
saved.  Perhaps it is closer to this quote from the Scofield 
Reference Bible:  

John’s Gospel leads across the threshold of the 
Father’s house; his First Epistle makes us at home 
there. 

In short, John’s Gospel is to bring us to the point of 
salvation, while his first epistle is to teach us how to make 
the most of our time in the family of God! 

 



A New Study in I John 
Wednesday, November 6:  

Read I John 1:4, 2:1, 2:26, 5:13 
We will begin today with the quote that finished yester-
day’s reading:  

John’s Gospel leads across the threshold of the 
Father’s house; his First Epistle makes us at home 
there.           Scofield Reference Bible 

Dr. Scofield is saying that the content of John’s Gospel is 
focused upon getting lost persons saved—bringing them 
out of the world and into the kingdom of Jesus Christ.  On 
the other hand, his first epistle focuses upon how we 
should think and act after we have been brought into the 
family of God.   
This is a catchy quote, but we should ask: “Is it true to 
the text?”  There are many who would disagree, for they 
see the content of I John as a way of testing whether or 
not a person is saved.  In order to choose correctly 
between these two choices, let’s let the text speak for 
itself.  I have asked you to read a series of passages 
today as a way to gain exposure to the entire letter.  And 
now, let me reprint them for you:   

And these things we write to you that your joy may 
be full.            I John 1:4   
My little children, these things I write to you, so 
that you may not sin.             I John 2:1  
These things I have written concerning those who 
try to deceive you.            I John 2:26  

Continued on the next page.   
 



A New Study in I John 
Wednesday, November 6: Read I John 

1:4, 2:1, 2:26, 5:13 (Continued) 
These things I have written to you who believe in 
the name of the Son of God, that you may know you 
have eternal life. . .            I John 5:13 

Did you note the repeated use of the phrase, these 
things?  This gives us a quick introduction to the content 
of I John.  So look the topics over carefully.  Would you 
pick these as a collection of the most important things an 
unbeliever needs to hear about?  Of course not!  On the 
other hand, how about the saved?  This looks like a pretty 
good listing of things a saved person needs to know 
about, right down to having assurance of one’s salvation!   
Think about it—what good would assurance be for some-
one who hasn’t yet trusted Christ for salvation? 
Now that we have settled that John’s first letter is written 
for believers, we can begin to look at it more closely.   



A New Study in I John 
Thursday, November 7: Read I John 1 

In Verses 1 and 2, John makes clear that he and his fellow 
ministers of the Gospel have proclaimed the message of 
eternal life, but now he has something further he wishes 
to communicate.  A summary statement of why he is writ-
ing can be found in Verse 4: 

And these things we write to you that your joy may 
be full.            I John 1:4   

So what is it that would give full joy to a group of believ-
ers?  John tells us that in the opening verses of his letter: 

. . .so that you may have fellowship with us.  And 
our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son, 
Jesus Christ.           I John 1:3    

There you have it!  There is a certain fullness of joy for 
the Christian associated with: first, having fellowship with 
the Father and the Son (I think I can prove from the 
Scriptures that this is by means of the Holy Spirit); and 
then, having fellowship with other like-minded believers. 
But, what is fellowship?  The Greek word is koinonia.  It 
refers to that which is shared, held in common, or over 
which two can commune.  It is also the word sometimes 
translated communion, as it is in I Corinthians 10:16.  So 
here is where we really have to think clearly.  Do local or-
ganizations and clubs have fellowship among themselves?  
Of course, for they are built around certain goals or pur-
suits the participants share in common.  The photography 
club has fellowship around the practice and appreciation 
of photography!  Then what is the fellowship shared by 
Christians?  On the horizontal level, it is, to name a few,  
our shared love for Christ, shared membership in His 
body, and our shared worship.  Tomorrow, we’ll talk more 
about fellowship in the vertical—with God and His Son.  
 



A New Study in I John 
Friday, November 8: Read John 4 

Today we want to better understand what it means to be 
in fellowship with God.  There is no doubt that this is 
God’s intent:  

God, who has called you into fellowship with His 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord. . .       I Corinthians 1:9 

But, what exactly does it mean?  Let me give you food for 
thought from today’s reading.  Jesus tells the Samaritan 
woman that God is looking for true worshippers, who 
“worship in spirit and in truth.” (John 4:23)  Let me then 
suggest that to be in fellowship requires our alignment 
with the Spirit of God and the Word of God.  In other 
words, in order to be in fellowship we must share God’s 
thoughts, affections, and purposes as revealed to us in His 
Word.  This is why we are told in Colossians 3:16 to: 

Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly. . . 
That covers the Word, but what about the Spirit?  Although 
every believer is indwelt by the Spirit (I Corinthians 6:19), 
the filling of the Holy Spirit is not permanent (Ephesians 
5:18).  So, in addition to letting the Word of God govern 
our thoughts, in order to be in fellowship with God it is 
necessary for us to be filled with the Holy Spirit.  We must 
not only have the Word of God guiding us, we must also be 
receptive to the leading of His Spirit.  Perhaps that is why in 
his closing benediction to the Corinthians, Paul says: 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 
of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.            II Corinthians 13:14    

Like John, Paul closes by telling the Corinthians how they 
can have full joy—by a fullness of relationship with God 
above and like-minded believers here below!  



A New Study in I John 
Monday, November 11: Read I John 1 

(One more time) 
Since we now have an introductory understanding of what 
it means to be in fellowship, let me introduce two huge 
obstacles we face when it comes to being in fellowship, 
and, therefore, having the fullness of joy God intends.  
The first can be found in I John 1:5:  

 God is light; in Him there is no darkness at all.   
There is no sin in God!  There is no blemish or fault that 
ever has been or ever will be associated with Him.  He is 
perfect righteousness.  Now why would I consider this an 
obstacle to fellowship?  Because of the second thing we 
can glean from I John 1:8:   

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves 
and the truth is not in us.  

Continued on the next page. 



A New Study in I John 
Monday, November 11: Read I John 1 

(Continued) 
Do you see the problem?  How does a perfect God have 
fellowship with imperfect man?  Even as Christians, we 
are going to regularly commit acts of sin which are going 
to break our fellowship with God and cause us to lose the 
filling of the Spirit at the same time.  For a God in whom 
there is no darkness at all can have no fellowship with one 
of His children who is walking in the dark!   
This would be an impossible hurdle to overcome if God 
had not foreseen the need and taken care of it.  In other 
words, He has provided a means for us to get back into 
fellowship with Him.  To do so, we must choose to be 
obedient to the condition He has established: 

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and 
will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all  
unrighteousness.   
     I John 1:9    

And, if through confession, 
we are cleansed from all  
unrighteousness, then that 
means we are back in the 
light as He is in the light.  
We are returned to fellow-
ship with Him!  Once 
again what is behind all of 
this?  

The blood of Jesus, his 
Son, purifies us from 
all (every) sin.    
     I John 1:7   

Isn’t God’s grace amazing?   



A New Study in I John 
Tuesday, November 12:  

Read Luke 15:11-32 
This parable is a marvelous illustration of our topic of  
fellowship with God.  Let’s walk through a few details: 
 A father had two sons and at issue throughout the par-

able is not whether they are sons, but whether or not 
they are in the father’s household enjoying fellowship 
with him.  The spiritual parallel is not whether or not 
children of God are going to heaven, for that’s a set-
tled issue for a believer, but rather are they enjoying 
fellowship with their heavenly Father?   

 The younger son left the fellowship of his father’s 
home and spent his inheritance in wild living.  I think 
we can safely assume there was some sin involved!  
But then look what happened in Luke 15:17:  
When he came to his senses, he said, “How many 
of my father’s hired men have food to spare. . .”   
He realized that being out of fellowship with his father 
was not all that it was cracked up to be.  He came to 
his senses and realized that even the servants in his 
father’s house had it better than he did in a distant 
land.  Likewise, we come to our senses when we  
realize the empty promise of sin and its failure to  
deliver, and we begin to long for the fellowship with 
our heavenly Father that we once enjoyed.   

 So what did the younger son do?  Why, he hatched a 
plan that started as follows: 
I will set out and go back to my father and say to 
him:  Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
you. . .                    Luke 15:18-19   

Continued on the next page. 



A New Study in I John 
Tuesday, November 12:  

Read Luke 15:11-32 (Continued) 
You can read the rest of the son’s plan in the text, but I 
dropped it because the father is going to ignore every bit 
of it except for the initial confession.   
So, what does God want us to do when sin causes us to 
lose our fellowship with Him?  He wants us to take our 
thought, word, or deed and, before the Lord, call it what it 
is—sin!  That’s what it means to confess our sin.  We’re 
not done yet with confession or with our discussion of this 
parable of the prodigal son.  More tomorrow. 

 



A New Study in I John 
Wednesday, November 13:  

Read Isaiah 42 
Continuing from yesterday:   
First, here is my favorite part of the parable—and a great 
addition to the understanding we developed from  
I John 1.  How did the father respond to the son’s  
confession of sin?   

But while he was still a long way off, his father saw 
him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran 
to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed 
him. . .               Luke 15:20   

Of course, there is much more to follow: the father called 
for the best robe, put a ring on his son’s finger and san-
dals on his feet, and then held a feast to celebrate his 
son’s return.  Each of those items has significance, but for 
our purposes consider the last item on the list—bringing 
the son back into the household as the guest of honor at 
a feast held in his honor.  This is most certainly illustrative 
of being back in fellowship with his father.  
In the same way, our heavenly Father delights to  
receive a confession of sin from His children and delights 
to bring them back fully into fellowship with Himself.  For: 

. . .the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all 
unrighteousness.        I John 1:7 
“I, even I, am He who blots out your trans-gressions, 
for My own sake, and remembers your sins no 
more.”                        Isaiah 43:25  

Continued on the next page. 



A New Study in I John 
Wednesday, November 13:  
Read Isaiah 42 (Continued) 

In closing our investigation of this parable, there is one 
more very important thing to note: What is the condition 
of the older brother at the end of the parable?  

The older brother became angry (because of the feast 
held in his younger brother’s honor) and refused to go 
in.  So his father went out and pleaded with him.   
                    Luke 15:28 

Where is the older brother?  He is out of fellowship!  In 
the same way, even if we can convince ourselves we have 
been good Christians and worked hard to please the Lord, 
all it takes is some sin of bitterness, envy, or jealousy to 
get us out of fellowship with our heavenly Father.  For: 

God is light; in Him there is no darkness at all. . .  
If we claim we 
have not sinned, 
we make Him out 
to be a liar and His 
word has no place 
in our lives.  
          I John 1:5, 10 

Thus, for us, it is a 
good thing that:  

If we confess our 
sins, He is faith-
ful and just and 
will forgive us 
our sins and  
purify us from all 
unrighteousness.  
                 I John 1:9 



A New Study in I John 
Thursday, November 14:  

Read Psalm 103 
If we confess our sin, He is faithful and just and  
will forgive us our sins and purify us from all  
unrighteousness.          I John 1:9   

This verse is so important to our understanding of fellow-
ship with God, that I would like to spend a day going 
through it in detail: 
 If.  This is a third class condition in the Greek indicat-

ing that it is something that could go either way—
maybe we choose to confess and maybe we don’t.  

 confess.  This is a compound of two words that 
means to speak the same thing.  Think of it as coming 
to God and saying the same thing about some sinful 
thought, word, or 
deed that He would 
say about it.  That 
means coming to God 
and naming the  
action as sin. 

 faithful and just:  
This helps with two 
concepts: 1) God is 
faithful.  He will do 
the same thing every 
time we confess,  and 
2) He is just in that 
the penalty for the sin 
was already paid for 
by Christ’s death on 
the cross.   

Continued on the next page 



A New Study in I John 
Thursday, November 14:  
Read Psalm 103 (Continued) 

 forgive: This isn’t the idea that the sin will be paid for 
because that already happened when Christ died for us 
on the cross.  Rather, forgive in this verse means that 
the disruption of our fellowship with God has been  
repaired as the result of our confession because the 
Father applies the finished work of Christ to the  
confessed sin.  

 purify us from all unrighteousness: Who thinks 
they can actually confess every thought, word, or 
deed—every sin—that interrupts our fellowship with 
God?  If you think this is possible, it means you don’t 
fully appreciate the holiness of God and the sinfulness 
of our fallen natures.   
Realizing God’s holiness raises the issue of sins we 
might miss or don’t know about.  The close of this 
verse addresses this very issue.  Let me suggest that 
this verse teaches that if we confess our known sins, 
God will forgive us the sin we confessed and, at the 
same time, cleanse us from all unknown sin.   

What a gracious provision God has made for us to recover 
when we, as His children, sin and are out of fellowship 
with Him.   

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so 
great is His love for those who fear Him; as far as 
the east is from the west, so far has He removed 
our transgressions from us.      Psalm 103:11-12 



Old Testament Characters 
Friday, November 15: Read I Samuel 3 

As we return to our study of Old Testament Characters, 
we are going to look at a number of the early kings of  
Israel, starting with the very first one—Saul.  But before 
we do, we need to consider the prophet Samuel.  For as 
the book of Judges closes, Israel was in terrible shape:   

. . .everyone did as he saw fit.      Judges 21:25  
As we have seen, this condition came about because the 
people failed to grow spiritually in order to keep world-
liness from encroaching upon their lives.  God raised up a 
prophet to lead the people out of their spiritual malaise 
and began a time of spiritual revival.   
The name of His prophet was Samuel.  You can read 
about his birth as an answer to prayer in I Samuel 1-2.  
You can also certainly see the Lord’s hand upon his young 
life as he eventually leads Israel into a period of spiritual 
revival.  What was it about Samuel that allowed him to be 
so powerfully used of the Lord and to positively impact so 
many people?  
I think we find the answer to that question right at the 
end of today’s reading:   

The Lord was with Samuel as he grew up, and He  
let none of Samuel’s words fall to the ground.  And 
all Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that 
Samuel was attested as a prophet of the Lord.  The 
Lord continued to appear at Shiloh, and there He 
revealed Himself to Samuel through His Word.  And 
Samuel’s Word came to all Israel.      I Samuel 3:19-21   

  Continued on the next page. 



Old Testament Characters 
Friday, November 15: Read I Samuel 3 

(Continued) 

There is something very important here.  God’s Word came 
to Samuel, and Samuel sent it right out to Israel—without 
modification, softening, or adjustment.  So faithful was his 
ministry in declaring the truth, two things happened:   
1. All Israel recognized Samuel was speaking on behalf of 

the Lord.   
2. The Lord upheld Samuel’s ministry such that not a  

single thing he said “fell to the ground.”  The word 
translated here is an archery term for missing the tar-
get, so not a thing Samuel said was off target. 

I wonder if the Lord feels the same way about the words 
that leave our mouths?  Do others recognize the presence 
of God in our lives such that it prompts revival?    



Old Testament Characters 
Monday, November 18:  

Read I Samuel 9-10 
Today’s reading reveals to us how Israel got their first 
king.  God’s choice was clearly an impressive man: 

 . . .a head taller than any of the others.   
               I Samuel 9:2   

He also presented himself as an obedient son who per-
sisted in doing his father’s will.  As a further positive, he 
was humble. (I Samuel 9:21)  He was so hesitant about 
stepping into the spotlight that the Lord had to reveal: 

 . . .he has hidden himself among the baggage.  
               I Samuel 10:22   

Well, so far so good.  We will have to see how things turn 
out.  Positions of leadership tend to expose the flaws in 
character that lurk beneath the surface.  What I would 
like to do for the rest of today is highlight the failure that 
led to choosing a king in the first place.  Although God  
allowed it, it was most certainly not His will for, if we go 
back just one chapter, we can read of how the people 
came to Samuel and said: 

 . . .now appoint us a king to lead us, such as all the 
other nations have.          I Samuel 8:5  

This prompts God to identify the underlying issue: 
“. . .it is not you they have rejected, but they have 
rejected Me as their king.”        I Samuel 8:7  

Psalm 33:12 identifies God’s plan: 
Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord. . .  

Continued on the next page. 



Old Testament Characters 
Monday, November 18:  

Read I Samuel 9-10 (Continued) 
The Israelites have just forsaken this blessing by turning 
from their singular status as the only nation on earth with 
God as their king.  What could possibly have caused them 
to do such a thing?  In a word—worldliness!  For they de-
sired to be like other nations.  Apparently, they saw their 
unique situation to be something of a detriment on the 
world stage, rather than a tremendous asset!   
How do you and I respond?  Although we have been  
declared holy through faith in Christ, do we long to be 
more like the world?  Is this longing a form of rejecting 
the God who saved us and forsaking the potential for 
blessing that could be ours?  Perish the thought!  

 



Old Testament Characters 
Tuesday, November 19:  

Read I Samuel 13 and 15 
Today’s reading highlights two areas of Saul’s failure that  
resulted in the kingship being transferred to David.  Let’s 
make sure we understand these failures.  First, in Chapter 
13 Saul took on the role of priest by making the burnt  
offering as a way to obtain blessing from the Lord.  He is 
severely rebuked by Samuel for his actions.  
Then, in Chapter 15, God decides to bring judgment on 
the Amalekites and gives the order: 

“Now go, attack the Amalekites and totally destroy 
everything that belongs to them.”     I Samuel 15:3   

Nothing is to be spared, right down to the cattle and 
sheep, but Saul spared the king and the best of the sheep 
and cattle.  Saul reports back to Samuel that he has car-
ried out his mission.  Samuel responds with sarcasm: 

What then is this bleating of sheep in my ears?  
What is the lowing of cattle I hear?      I Samuel 15:14  

Saul tries a second line of defense by claiming the best 
were saved to sacrifice to the Lord.  Samuel is having 
none of it and tells Saul: 

To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is  
better than the fat of rams.         I Samuel 15:22   

At this point Saul finally acknowledges what happened: 
I was afraid of the people and so I gave in to them. 
                I Samuel 15:24 

Continued on the next page.   
 



Old Testament Characters 
Tuesday, November 19:  

Read I Samuel 13 and 15 (Continued) 
Then, for the second time, Samuel makes clear that the 
kingdom is going to be removed from Saul and from his 
family line:  

You have rejected the Word of the Lord, and the 
Lord has rejected you as king over Israel.  
          I Samuel 15:16, see also 13:13-14  

By way of application, how often do we try to solve prob-
lems when we should simply wait?  How often do we try 
to make it up to God, which simply amounts to another 
form of sacrifice, when we should have just been obedient 
to His Word?  What a great line by Samuel to echo in our 
souls: 

 “To obey is better than sacrifice . . .”   I Samuel 15:22 



Old Testament Characters 
Wednesday, November 20:  

Read I Samuel 19 
Although we have had only a partial reading of the book 
of I Samuel, we have seen that, after a good start, Saul 
was guilty of a number of sins against the Lord, and, as a 
result, the Lord pronounced discipline upon him.  This in-
cluded the removal of the kingship from his family line to 
that of David’s.  So how does Saul respond?  In today’s 
reading, we see that Saul, on multiple occasions, tries to 
kill David.  If we kept on reading, we would see that for 
an extended period of time, King Saul tries to hunt down 
and kill the Lord’s anointed—David.  Saul’s existence be-
comes one of paranoia and the influence of evil spirits.  
So, here is my question: “What if, after being caught in 
sin and being told God had decided to take the kingdom 
away from him, Saul had said, ‘I am guilty!  I confess my 
sin unto the Lord.  What can I do to help install God’s 
chosen as the next king of Israel?’”  In our day of political 
in-fighting, this might seem far-fetched, but wouldn’t it 
actually be an example of obedience to the Word of God— 
the written Word and also the Word through the prophet 
Samuel?  What would have happened if he had chosen to 
cooperate with the plans of God?  Do you think the Lord 
would have been able to find a use for him, to bless him, 
and to hold him up as an example for those who would 
follow?  I certainly do!   
Understanding this truth has made me to desire to do the 
following: When sin is brought to light—confess it; when 
discipline is required—accept it from the hand of a loving  
Father; when God sets me aside—put myself at His dis-
posal in order to further His plans and purposes!  I feel 
strongly about this because I don’t want my life to end 
like Saul’s!  And all God’s people said, “Amen!”  



Finishing Ephesians 
Thursday, November 21:  
Read Ephesians 6:1-11 

As we come to the end of today’s reading, we arrive at, 
“Finally. . .” in Verse 10.  After everything we have cov-
ered in this great book, it wouldn't be the least bit surpris-
ing if the book closed with something like, “. . .and the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.”  But I’ve 
got news for you!  This little word finally is not something 
we should take lightly or gloss over.  For rather than clos-
ing out the book with a platitude, Paul sounds the trumpet 
and calls us to battle.  He knows that we are being called 
to walk worthy of who and what we are in the Lord—all 
the while living in enemy-held territory.  So he is going to 
close his great epistle with revelations regarding our ad-
versary, as well as God’s provision for how we might 
stand firm as the Lord’s representative in a hostile envi-
ronment and against the devil’s schemes.   
So, by way of introduction, consider two things:   
1. This passage is not directed to church leadership or 

those with certain gifts.  It is addressed to my breth-
ren.  In other words, none of us dare ignore this pas-
sage as if it applies to someone else.  This is a very 
serious call to each one of us to be prepared, for we 
are in a desperate struggle—every single 
one of us and our believing extended 
families too!   

2. You likely know what is coming in this 
passage, for it is a famous passage about 
the armor of God.  Perhaps you have a 
picture in mind of something like that at 
the right, but, in reality, this is meant to 
be a call to the Church, not the individual. 



Finishing Ephesians 
Thursday, November 21:  

Read Ephesians 6:1-11 (Continued) 
It is a message to us, so that if Satan hears of the work 
we are doing in our part of town—the lost getting saved, 
the saved growing in grace and knowlege, and our keen 
interest in the Great Commission—when he comes to in-
vestigate, as he tops the hill on which our church is  
located, this is what he will find.   

You see, the devil comes seeking to sow error, to create 
dissension, and to distract us from our mission.  Instead, 
we want him to see that there is not one single weakness 
to exploit.   
If we are so equipped, spiritually speaking, then our 
church will be the kind against which the Gates of Hades 
will not prevail!  Now such a strong illustration might be 
making you a bit uncomfortable, and we are going to 
learn that we are opposed by a formidable and deter-
mined foe.  But, there is good news right from the start:  

. . .the One who is in you is greater than the one 
who is in the world.         I John 4:4 



Finishing Ephesians 
Friday, November 22: Read Psalm 18 

In our understanding of the Christian’s spiritual warfare, 
there is a mistake we want to avoid right from the very 
beginning.  The talk of warfare and spiritual armor can 
prompt us to think, “Ok, give me the armor.  I am ready 
to go out there and do battle for the Lord!”  No, no, no—
don’t think that way for even a moment!  Look carefully at 
how this final section in Ephesians begins:   

. . .be strong in the Lord and in the power of His 
might.               Ephesians 6:10   

The phrase, be strong, is a verb in the passive voice 
which means it is something we receive.  We are to re-
ceive the strength that is in the Lord!  The only power in 
view is the power of His might!  Three times the focus is 
on other than ourselves: receive strength in the Lord, His 
might!  In and of ourselves we are completely insufficient 
to do battle in the spiritual realm.  That’s why, over and 
over, the Scriptures point us to the all-sufficient One, and 
do so using the terms of the battlefield:  

The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; 
my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge.  Psalm 18:2  

And, one of my favorites put to music and sung many 
times with my children: 

The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the  
righteous run to it and are safe.        Proverbs 18:10  

So, as we progress in our study, consider this point of ap-
plication: To think of ourselves as the solitary warrior is a 
huge mistake (see yesterday’s devotional) and to look to 
our own strength an even bigger one!  Look at the armor 
to come: Girded with truth (whose truth?), wearing the 
breastplate of righteousness (whose righteousness?), feet 
shod with the Gospel (whose good news?).  Do you see 
it?  The Lord, and He alone, is our strong tower!  



Finishing Ephesians 
Monday, November 25: Read Hebrews 2 

Here is a question, “Why all this concern about being 
strong in the Lord and putting on the full armor of God?”  
The answer is: 

. . .so that you can stand against the Devil’s 
schemes.              Ephesians 6:11   

Now perhaps you are thinking that this is a reference to 
evil in general, bad karma, or anything else but a refer-
ence to an evil and powerful angel who is in rebellion 
against his Creator.  If you do, you are not alone.  For a 
recent Barna survey showed that 90% of Americans be-
lieve in God, but two-thirds of them do not believe in the 
Devil.  This may be a popular view, but it is a grievous  
error for the Christian.  And, this error has been promul-
gated from many a pulpit.   

Continued on the next page. 



Finishing Ephesians 
Monday, November 25: Read Hebrews 2 

(Continued) 
I recently read an article by a pastor who said:   

God has never created an evil spirit; all such ideas 
and nomenclature are symbols expressing the mere 
human or earthly nature of man. 

Well, God didn’t create evil, but one of His most beautiful 
creations most certainly did become evil as the result of 
rebellion.  It’s time to spend some time understanding our 
adversary.  We’ll cover seven points over three days:   
1. Our antagonist is a being!  He is not a cosmic force, 

impersonal idea, or the fallen nature within.   
Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of 
flesh and blood, He Himself (Jesus) likewise shared 
in the same, that through death He might destroy 
him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 
and release those who through fear of death were 
all their lifetime subject to bondage.   
             Hebrews 2:14-15 

The writer of Hebrews certainly believes we have a 
personal adversary.   

2. And then, consider these Biblical contexts:   
The Lord said to Satan, “Where have you come 
from?”                      Job 1:7 

The Tempter came to Him (Jesus) and said, “If you 
are the Son of God. . .”         Matthew 4:1-11   

In context, this cannot be an impersonal force, but a very 
personal evil being.   
More to consider tomorrow.   



Finishing Ephesians 
Tuesday, November 26:  

Read Ezekiel 28 
We continue today in the discussion we began yesterday 
about understanding our adversary:  
3. Lucifer was an angelic creation that came perfect from 

the hand of God.  The name Lucifer means light-
bearer or morning star. (Isaiah 14:12)  He was declared 
to be an anointed cherub: 
 “. . .the seal of perfection, full of wisdom, perfect 
in beauty. . .”                Ezekiel 28:12  
Despite his exalted position, Scripture declares:  
“Your heart became proud on account of your 
beauty, and you corrupted your wisdom because of 
your splendor.”          Ezekiel 28:17  

4. And so this perfect and beautiful creature sinned: 
“By the abundance of your trading you became 
filled with violence within, and you sinned. . .”   
             Ezekiel 28:16   
The word translated trade literally means that which 
passes through the hands.  Although this is not the 
place to develop this definition fully, let me suggest 
that as the guardian cherub of God’s throne room, that 
which passed through his hands was praise for God.  
His prideful heart resented all this praise being given 
to God and he longed to divert some to himself: 
I will raise my throne above the stars of God. . . 
I will make myself like the Most High.   
              Isaiah 14:13-14  

Continued on the next page.  



Finishing Ephesians 
Tuesday, November 26:  

Read Ezekiel 28 (Continued) 
As an illustration of what happened, imagine a pastor 
who, in pride, thinks far too highly of himself and be-
gins to think his church depends upon him!  A fall is 
coming, isn’t it?   

5. And so Lucifer became Satan—the adversary of God— 
and was expelled from heaven.  Furthermore, when 
Satan rebelled against God, he convinced a third of the 
angelic host to follow him. (Revelation 12:4)  We’ll 
spend one more day in developing our understanding 
of our adversary, but, again, I feel compelled to re-
mind you:  
. . .the One who is in you is greater than the one 
who is in the world.          I John 4:4  



Finishing Ephesians 
Wednesday, November 27:  

Read Ephesians 6:12 
Picking up where we left off yesterday:   
6. Our adversary sits at the top of a fully fleshed out or-

ganizational chart.  We dare not underestimate his 
power or organization.  His minions include one-third 
of the angelic host.  Plus, as we saw in today’s read-
ing, he has a well-established organization:  
For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual 
hosts of wickedness in heavenly places.   
This verse sounds striking in English but doesn’t really 
reveal much.  The word principalities means that which 
is first.  Rulers is a lesser word and in the plural along 
with the word hosts.  What this is communicating to us 
is that the demonic host consists of a commander, his 
generals, and the rank and file demon army.   

7. Satan’s influence is in two areas:  First, he is the: 
 . . .prince of the power of the air. . .   Ephesians 2:2 
This is a reference to his leadership of his demonic 
host.  Second: 
We know that we are children of God, and that the 
whole world is under the control of the evil one. 
                I John 5:19   
This means that behind every anti-god theory of aca-
demia (evolution, big-bang), behind every enslaving 
political theory (socialism/communism), behind every  

Continued on the next page.  



Finishing Ephesians 
Wednesday, November 27:  

Read Ephesians 6:12 (Continued) 
evil social policy (abortion) stands a malevolent and 
intelligent being who seeks to use the human race as 
pawns in his rebellion against the God of Glory!   

I know many will think that statement far too strong.  I 
beg to differ upon the authority of God’s Word:  

The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient 
serpent called the Devil, or Satan, who leads the 
whole world astray.          Revelation 12:9 

No wonder God tells us to be on guard and to depend 
upon Him!  



Have a Blessed Thanksgiving! 
Thursday, November 28:  

 
. . .give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s 
will for you in Christ Jesus.      I Thessalonians 5:18  

On this Thanksgiving day, reflect on these messages from 
the Psalms:   
 

Let them give thanks to the Lord for His unfailing 
love and His wonderful deeds for mankind, for He 
satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good 
things.            Psalm 107:8-9 

 
Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout 
aloud to the Rock of our salvation.  Let us come  
before him with thanksgiving and extol him with 
music and song.          Psalm 95:1-2 
 

I will praise the name of God with a song;  I will 
magnify Him with thanksgiving.        Psalm 69:30 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.  His love  
endures forever.            Psalm 136:1 

 
Let everything that has breath praise (give thanks to) 
the Lord.               Psalm 150:6 



Finishing Ephesians 
Friday, November 29: Read Matthew 4 
Perhaps you are wondering how Satan became the ruler 
of this world?  Let me give you a few things to consider:   
1. In Genesis 1:26: 

Then God said,  “Let us make man in our image and 
likeness, and let them rule. . .over all the earth, and 
over all the creatures that move along the ground.”   

2. However, by Genesis 3, man had rebelled against the 
command of God and instead obeyed Satan.  At this 
point, I would suggest that dominion over the earth 
was transferred from Adam to Satan.   

3. That brings us to today’s reading:  
Again, the devil took Him (Jesus) up on an exceed-
ingly high mountain, and showed Him all the king-
doms of the world and their glory.  And he said to 
Him, “All these things I will give You if You will fall 
down and worship me.”         Matthew 4:8-9   
Satan is promising to place Jesus over all the kingdoms 
of the world if Jesus would just worship him.  Notice 
that Jesus makes no effort to refute whether or not 
these kingdoms are Satan’s to give.  Apparently they 
are.  Instead, He simply refuses to worship.   
There is an important point of eschatology here, for all 
of the kingdoms of the world will be under the sover-
eignty of Jesus when He returns as King of kings and 
Lord of lords at His Second Advent.  What Satan is  
actually doing is tempting Jesus to bypass the cross.   
Jesus refuses as He keeps His eyes firmly upon the  
Father’s plan.   
 



Finishing Ephesians 
Friday, November 29: Read Matthew 4 

(Continued) 
4. So until Jesus returns, things will remain as they have 

been since the fall of man, and we need to know: 
. . .that the whole world is under the control of the 
evil one.              I John 5:19 
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