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Daily Devotional 
November 2017 



Foreword 
We will be spending time this month on the topic of The 
Fear of the Lord.  We will focus on this topic with readings 
from the book of Proverbs, 
Paul’s letter to the churches 
in Galatia, and the Gospel of 
John.  I hope you are benefit-
ting from slowly adding to 
your understanding from 
each book, while at the same 
time combining insights from 
these diverse books from 
both the Old and the New 
Testaments.   

There is great benefit to be 
found in almost simultane-
ously combining the topics of 
The Fear of the Lord and 
freedom from the Law.  The former clearly acts as a check 
on the latter, and that’s the way it is supposed to work. 

Blessings on your reading of God’s Word this month.  

In His grace, 

 

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 



Selections from Proverbs 
Wednesday, November 1: Read Psalm 110 

The Fear of the Lord is recognizing who God is and devel-
oping respect for what He is like, which in turn leads to 
obedience to Him.  The Fear of the Lord is an essential 
Biblical truth for God’s people of all ages.  Therefore, I 
think it is worth our time to give a thorough summary of 
this topic that began with our readings in Proverbs.   

There are four things to know about The Fear of the Lord.  
We discuss the first two today and the last two tomorrow:   

1. To have The Fear of the Lord is to be in the best company!  

A shoot shall come up from the stump of Jesse,  
and a Branch shall grow out of his roots.   

The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of 
wisdom and understanding.  The Spirit of counsel and 

might, the Spirit of knowledge and  
of the Fear of the Lord.  Isaiah 11:1-2   

 Do you see?  It is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself who 
models The Fear of the Lord for us.   

2. You can recognize The Fear of the Lord when you see it 
(better yet manifest it) because it reveals itself through:   

 Obedience 

. . .that you may fear the Lord your God, to keep  
all His statutes and His commandments which  

I command you, you and your son and grandson, all 
the days of your life. . .  Deuteronomy  6:2 

 Service  

Now fear the Lord and serve Him with faithfulness. . . 
as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. 

Joshua 24:14-15  

Continued on the next page. 
. 



Selections from Proverbs 
Wednesday, November 1: Read Psalm 110 

(Continued) 
 Praise 

You who Fear the Lord, praise Him!  
Psalm 22:23 

 A Walk of Faith 

You who Fear the Lord, trust in the Lord;   
He is their help and their shield. 

Psalm 115:11  

In fact, it is sometimes helpful for purposes of self-
evaluation to look at the above list in reverse order.  A lack 
of obedience, service, praise, and faith are indicators that 
we have failed to recognize who God is and/or what He is 
capable of!   

We’ll finish our list tomorrow.   



Selections from Proverbs 
Thursday, November 2: Read Deuteronomy 10 

Today we continue our summary of four things we need to 
know about the Fear of the Lord.  Here are the final two:  

3. The Fear of the Lord is the beginning of a progression 
that is very much a part of spiritual maturity.  
 And now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God ask  
of you but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His 
ways, to love Him, to serve the LORD your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul.  Deuteronomy 10:12   

 Although part of Moses’ instruction to the people of  
Israel, this is well worth the time for Church-age Chris-
tians to ponder deeply.  Although it doesn’t tell us how 
to achieve this level of maturity, I feel drawn to the pro-
gression.  It is necessary to start with a clear recogni-
tion of who God is and what He is like (Fear of the 
Lord).  This knowledge, in turn, will lead to walking in 
His ways, which is a clear depiction of obedience.  As 
we do these things, we are loving Him!  So often we do 
the reverse, we love God while ignoring His commands 
and showing a marked lack of respect for Him.  As we 
develop, we grow into serving Him with all our hearts.   

4. One thing above all else stimulates The Fear of the 
Lord—exposure to, and meditation upon, the Word of 
God. Consider what every newly crowned king of Israel 
was required to do:  

. . .when he (new king) sits on the throne of his kingdom, that 
he shall write for himself a copy of this law in a book, 

from the one before the priests, the Levites. And it shall be 
with him, and he shall read it all the days of his life, that 

he may learn to fear the Lord his God and be careful to 
observe all the words of this law and these statutes. . . Deu-

teronomy 17:18-19   

Might I suggest that what was good for the kings would 
benefit us as well!  



Return to John’s Gospel 
Friday, November 3: Read John 8:1‐24 

As we progress through John’s Gospel you should be able 
to tell that the tension between Jesus and the Pharisees 
steadily increases.  For example, in Verse 12 Jesus claims:   

“I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows Me will 
never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  

The Pharisees come right back in Verse 13 and claim the 
words of Jesus carry no weight for He has no witness to 
his claims.  Apart from the miracles which have clearly  
authenticated His message, He comes right back:  

“. . .My other witness is the Father, who sent Me. . . 
You do not know Me or My Father.”  John 8:13-14 

No doubt the Pharisees burned with anger at these state-
ments, for Jesus made it clear that these religious, revered 
leaders of the people did not have a personal relationship 
with God.  There is much to learn from this dialogue:   

 Each member of the human race is born in darkness 
(John 1:5).   

 Jesus is the one true light.  We either choose (through 
faith) to follow Him, or we remain in darkness.   

 Those in darkness deny the reality of their situation.  In 
fact, they will often argue vociferously with you, call 
you judgmental, and all kinds of other things.  Lost 
mankind tends to deeply resent being labeled as lost.  

The Pharisees of Jesus day were not the only ones with 
this problem, you will find the same attitudes in our day as 
well.  The good news is that the Holy Spirit takes on the 
role of convicting a lost person’s heart of their need for a 
Savior (John 16:8).  Our part is to simply proclaim the 
truth—man is lost in sin, but can be saved through faith:  

“I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do 
not believe that I am the one I claim to be. . .”  John 8:24  



Return to John’s Gospel 
Monday, November 6: Read John 8:25‐47 

As we saw yesterday, Jesus exhorts His listeners to be-
lieve in Him as Messiah lest they die in their sins.  And, as 
we see in Verse 30, many do:  

Even as He spoke, many put their faith in Him. 

What follows is a dialogue between Jesus and a mixed 
group of believers and skeptics.  So the skeptics pounce 
on His words when Jesus tells those who had believed:  

“If you hold to My teaching, you are really  
My disciples.  Then you will know the truth  
and the truth will set you free.”  Verses 31-32   

The skeptics then claim they have never been slaves of 
anyone.  Skeptics typically tend to show how out of touch 
with reality they really are, especially when it comes to 
spiritual things.  At that very moment, the Roman eagle 
flew over the city of Jerusalem, they were enslaved to a 
religious system that would persecute a man for healing 
someone on the Sabbath, and they were good and truly 
enslaved to sin!   

Before we dig into this issue of freedom, let me draw your 
attention to two very important things in Verses 31-32.  
First, we have another mark of what it means to be a disci-
ple—to hold to the teaching of Jesus.  I take this to include 
the Word of God in general, since it is said to be the mind 
of Christ. (I Corinthians 2:16).  If we are not in the Word and 
attempting to live our lives by it, we simply don’t meet the 
definition of what it means to be a follower of Jesus!  The 
second thing is that we all bring baggage to the Christian 
Life in terms of our thinking—worldliness in its many 
forms.  We are bound or enslaved to those things.  How 
do we free ourselves from these entanglements?  We 
must turn to the Word and learn the truth as the Spirit 
teaches us in order to be set free!   



Return to John’s Gospel 
Tuesday, November 7: Read Colossians 1 

I want to explore the issue of freedom versus slavery as it 
applies to spiritual matters.  Romans 6:17 states:  

. . .though you used to be slaves to sin. . . . 

Paul is talking about every single member of the human 
race, for the Scripture is very clear.  We are all born: 

. . .dead in trespasses and sins and by nature  
objects of wrath.  Ephesians 2:1,3   

In short, human beings are born, and live their days, spiri-
tually in the slave market of sin.  How is it that we can be 
set free?  Jesus has already told us that we must abide in 
His Word, and that means starting with the Gospel of His 
grace!  To begin, the Gospel is to put one’s faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, specifically regarding who He is (the 
Son of God) and what He did (died on the cross bearing 
the sin of mankind and receiving unto Himself the judg-
ment from God that we deserved).   

Colossians 1:13-14 tells us the result of having that faith:   
. . .He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of the Son He loves, 

in whom we have redemption through His blood,  
the forgiveness of sins.  

The word translated redemption means to purchase an 
individual, often a captured family member, from the slave 
market and set them free.  And that’s exactly what the 
Blood of Christ did. It purchased all who believe from the 
slave market, transferring them from the dominion of Sa-
tan into the Kingdom of the Son.  Furthermore, His work 
on the cross results in the complete remission of sins for 
all who believe.  Mark it down and hold onto it dearly!  If 
you have placed your faith in the person and work of 
Christ then you are free from the penalty of sin both now 
and for eternity! 
 



Return to John’s Gospel 
Wednesday, November 8: Read Romans 6  

I know we have read this book before,  
but you cannot meditate upon it too often.   

Yesterday we learned that freedom from the penalty of 
sing is part of the salvation that is available to all those 
who place their faith in the person and work of Christ.  But 
the freedom we have in Christ doesn’t stop there, for there 
is an additional aspect of freedom that God has in mind for 
His children.  Namely, it is freedom from the power of sin. 
By this, I mean that the new Christian is very soon going 
to find out that he or she has an adversary in the flesh 
who would like to control the soul.  There are those who 
falsely teach that the truly saved Christian no longer has a 
struggle with sin.  The Bible, and the experience of Chris-
tians everywhere, contradicts such nonsense.  

 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the 
Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful  

nature.  They are in conflict with each other, so that you 
do not do what you want.  Galatians 5:17  

Thanks be to God that He has provided for even victory 
over the sin nature.  His provision is the cross.  Romans 
Chapter 6 makes it clear that every child of God has been 
identified with the death and burial of Christ so that they 
too might walk in newness of life.  Our co-crucifixion with 
Christ is the key: 

 . . .because anyone who has died with Christ has been 
freed from sin. Romans 6:7  

Because we are free from the power of sin is the reason 
we are told to:  

. . .reckon ourselves dead to sin and alive  
unto God in Christ Jesus. Romans 6:11  

Praise God for the spiritual freedoms, one after the other, 
that are available to us in Christ Jesus! 



Return to John’s Gospel 
Thursday, November 9: Read Philippians 3 

As part of His plan of salvation, there is yet one more area 
of freedom that God has provided.  This last aspect is yet 
future.  It is, in fact, part of our confident expectation as 
God completes His plan of redemption for mankind.  This 
final aspect of redemption is interwoven with the resurrec-
tion body that we are to one day receive.  Philippians 
3:20-21 says it this way: 

But our citizenship is in heaven.  And we eagerly await 
a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ,  

who, by the power that enables Him to bring everything  
under His control, will transform our lowly bodies  

so that they will be like His glorious body.   

You can learn more about this transformation in I Corin-
thians 15.  So if we have a resurrection body that is just 
like our Lord’s then one thing we can know for sure, at that 
point we will have freedom from the presence of sin.  For 
the resurrection body will be absent the sin nature, and 
what a glorious condition that will be.  For we will have a 
body that will be imperishable, glorious, and spiritual.   
What a hope for the future to know that: 

 There will be no more death or mourning  
or crying or pain, for the old order of things  

has passed away. . .He who was seated on the throne 
said,  “I am making all things new!” Revelation 21:4-5  

This takes us back to John 8 and the words of Jesus:  
 “If you hold to My teaching, you are really  
My disciples.  Then you will know the truth,  

and the truth will set you free.”  John 8:32 

It is that very truth that teaches us that the redeemed child 
of God is free from the penalty of sin, the power of sin, 
and one day in the future, the very presence of sin.   

“So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed!”  John 8:36 



Return to John’s Gospel 
Friday, November 10: Read John 8:48‐59 

What kind of answer would you expect to get when you 
ask the Son of God:  

Are you greater than our father Abraham?  Verse 53 
Instead of answering with a direct, “Of course I am!” Jesus 
answers the question affirmatively but in a very indirect 
manner.  First, Jesus makes it clear that He knows God:   

“Though you do not know Him (God the Father), I know 
Him. . . and keep His Word.”   Verse 55   

He then relates Himself to Abraham in the following way: 

 “Your father Abraham rejoiced at seeing My day;  
he saw it and was glad.”  Verse 56   

At a minimum, Abraham was looking forward to the com-
ing of the Messiah who is now before them.  His lost Jew-
ish audience shows absolutely no spiritual sensitivity 
whatsoever, as they simply ridicule the possibility of any-
one the age of Jesus having seen the revered patriarch 
Abraham.  Jesus’ response is a jaw-dropper: 

 “I tell you the truth. . .before Abraham was born,  
I am!”  Verse 58   

Now this might not seem like much to you, but it was a 
huge issue for the listening Jews.  If you were to translate 
into Greek the name for Himself that God gave to Moses 
during the burning bush narrative, you would translate us-
ing the two Greek words right in our text—“I am.”  Jesus 
was making it clear in no uncertain terms that He is God, 
and, in fact, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Look 
at the response of the Jews in Verse 52.  They understood 
exactly what He was saying and they intended to stone 
Him for what they considered blasphemy.  The truth is, as 
the self-existent One, He was before Abraham.  Further, 
Abraham did indeed rejoice, by faith, at the coming of the 
One through whom the whole world would be blessed.  



Return to Galatians 
Monday, November 13: Read Galatians 4:1‐18 

As we turn in our reading back into the book of Galatians, 
let me remind you of something we learned in Chapter 3—
the Law was like a child-guardian: 

. . .put in charge to lead us to Christ,  
that we might be justified by faith. 

Galatians 3:24   

Chapter 4 continues with this very theme, and makes a 
shocking statement especially for the Jews.  Specifically, 
as long as a person’s spiritual guardian is nothing beyond 
the Law, he or she is no better than a slave!  What, then, 
is the means of moving from slave to son?   There was no 
way until Christ came: 

. . .to redeem those under Law, that we might  
receive the full rights of sons.  Verse 5   



Return to John’s Gospel 
Monday, November 13: Read Galatians 4:1‐18 

(Continued) 
As I have emphasized so many times during our studies—
the Law, whether the Mosaic Law or a Law of our own 
making, is never the means of spirituality.  Rather, it 
brings us to the point of recognizing our need of a Savior.  
The minute we believe in that Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Law has served its purpose.   

Galatians 4:5 tells us that we will receive the “full rights of 
sons.”  What rights do sons have?    

 Sons are qualified to receive the Spirit of God, which in 
turn is the means of relationship with our heavenly  
Father. (Verse 6)   

 Sonship includes becoming an heir (Verse 7), even a 
joint-heir with Christ (Romans 8:17).    

Paul, however, has a cautionary note for us.  Despite re-
ceiving the full rights of sons, there is one thing for which 
we must be on the alert.  We must guard against our ten-
dency to put ourselves back under the law as a means of 
sanctification.  You see it is easier to establish a set of 
do’s and don’ts for sanctification than it is to learn to walk 
by the Spirit.  However, to do so is to turn:  

. . .back to those weak and miserable principles. . .  
Verse 9   

It is to be: 

. . .enslaved by them all over again.  Verse 9   

Let’s move forward and grow into the Christian Life, rather 
than going back to that which had only the power to con-
vict but never the power to change or to transform! 

 



Return to Galatians 
Tuesday, November 14: Read Galatians 4:19‐31 
This section starts out with Paul saying: 

My dear children, f0r whom I am again in the pains of 
childbirth until Christ be formed in you, how I wish I 

could be with you now and change my tone,  
because I am perplexed about you!   

When Paul speaks of Christ being formed in a Christian, 
he is talking about the very life of Christ being manifest—
as he described so powerfully in Galatians 2:20: Christ 
lives in me!  The reason Paul is perplexed is that, rather 
than pursue the life that is available in Christ, many of the 
believers in the Galatian churches were returning to law-
keeping as a means of spirituality.  We all are prone to do 
this.  You can tell it is happening when the following occur:   

 We think we are spiritual when we are in compliance 
with some set of do’s and don’ts.    

 We apply our will and energy to keeping the system we 
have established, rather than towards abiding in Christ. 

Paul is taking the position that this is not the Christian 
Way of Life.  In fact, for the remainder of this chapter, Paul 
powerfully states his case.  He goes so far as to say that if 
you put yourself under the Law as a Christian, you are 
making yourself a child of the servant woman who is rep-
resented by Hagar.  In reality, we are called to be children 
of the free woman, like Isaac, who was born to Sarah as a 
result of a promise from God.  Why is this such a big deal? 

  The slave woman’s son will never share in  
the inheritance with the free woman’s son.  Galatians 4:30   

This, right here, is the reason we need to take this so seri-
ously.  The abundant life, which is closely related to the 
Spirit-filled life, is not for those who try to live the Christian 
Life by Law instead of by grace! 



Return to Galatians 
Wednesday, November 15: Read Galatians 5:1‐15 

I closed yesterday by mentioning grace—where did that 
come from?  It is right from Verse 4 in our text! 

You who are trying to be justified by law have been 
alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace.   

Paul continually emphasizes that no one will ever obtain a 
righteous standing before God by any method of law-
keeping and from any source other than the grace of God.  
Those who try have fallen away!  The Greek word from 
which this short phrase is translated has a variety of us-
ages in secular writing.  My favorite is to veer off course.  
As anyone who has ever been involved with the naviga-
tion of large ships knows, the ship’s course is carefully 
planned out in order to keep it clear of all obstacles.  
Should it veer off the planned course, it risks running 
aground with the resultant loss of ship and cargo.   

So too, Christians who take up any system of law-keeping, 
after being saved by grace, are in danger of shipwrecking 
their spiritual lives by running aground on the shoals of 
legalism!  Listen to how firm Paul is on this:  

 It is not law keeping that matters; the only thing that 
counts is faith expressing itself in love. 

 You started well with faith in Christ. Who cut in on you 
and kept you from obeying the truth? 

 Trying to live the Christian Life by a system of works 
didn’t come from the One who called you, “the one 
who is throwing you into confusion will pay the penalty, 
whoever it may be.” (Galatians 5:6-11)  

If we enter the Christian Life by means of faith in a com-
pleted work that God has done through His Son, perhaps 
we are meant to live the Christian Life in the same way!  
By that I mean, we are to have faith in what God in grace 
has provided to live a life pleasing to Him. Stay tuned! 
 



Return to Galatians 
Thursday, November 16: Read Galatians 5:16‐26 
If we don’t live the Christian Life by trying to follow some 
set of moral guidelines, like the Law, how do we do it?  
Today’s passage tells us—at least three times!   

 We are to “live by the Spirit” so that we do “not gratify 
the desires of the sinful nature.” (Verse 16)   

 We are to produce fruit that is “of the Spirit,” things like: 
“love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,  
gentleness and self-control.” (Verses 22-23)    

 We are to learn to “crucify the sinful nature with its  
passions and desires,” which in turn is part of keeping 
“in step with the Spirit.”  (Verse 24) 

I hope you are starting to see this.  Our efforts to keep any 
kind of moral code can no more achieve the kind of life 
that God desires for His children than we could obtain  
salvation by our own efforts.  On the contrary, in the same 
way God needed to accomplish the work of saving us by 
His own hand, He has also provided what is necessary for 
us to live the Christian Life.  At least one part of what He 
has provided is the Holy Spirit.  For every born-again child 
of God is regenerated by the Holy Spirit, sealed by the 
Spirit, and indwelt by the Spirit.  

The fullness of the ministry of the Holy Spirit is beyond the 
scope of a daily devotional, but I trust that you can see 
from just this one chapter of Scripture that it is the Spirit of 
God, and not our will-power or determination, that allows 
us to keep the sinful nature in check and produce fruit in 
keeping with the character and nature of God.  It is such 
an easy choice to make between trying our hardest, fail-
ing, and then redoubling our efforts to somehow please 
God (man’s way) or learning how to walk by the Spirit of 
God that His fruit is evident in our lives (God’s way)! 
 



Return to Galatians 
Friday, November 17: Read I Thessalonians 4 

There are those who can’t seem to understand that living 
the Christian Life doesn’t depend upon each of us trying 
our hardest, almost as if we need to somehow pay God 
back for what He did for us at Calvary.  Now I am not for a 
moment opposed to either gratefulness for what the Lord 
Jesus Christ accomplished in saving us or to a personal 
determination to live a godly life.  What I am trying to get 
you to see is just what Scripture tells us: 

 No good thing lives in me—that is in my  
sinful nature. I have the desire to do what is right,  

but I cannot carry it out.  Romans 7:18 

Even as born-again Christians, we do not have the power 
within ourselves to live the Christian Life.  We are not 
meant to!  For God wants a people who are willing to de-
pend upon Him.  The filling and enablement of the Holy 
Spirit is one aspect of His provision.  In order to have the 
power of the Spirit in our lives, we are going to have to 
learn how to do things God’s way.  That means we must 
turn to Him in faith.  Having said that, there are always 
those who will respond, “You are just promoting sloppy 
Christian living.  You are just tolerating sin.”  Nonsense!  
As we make the Scriptures our guide for the Christian life, 
here is what we see:  

You my brothers were called to be free.  But do not use 
your freedom to indulge the sinful nature.  Galatians 5:13 

It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you 
should avoid sexual immorality; that each of you 

should learn to control his own body in a way that is 
holy and honorable. . .For God did not call us  

to be impure, but to live a holy life.  I Thessalonians 4:3, 7  

The Spirit-filled life is a holy life.  No exceptions! 
 

 



Back to Proverbs 
Monday, November 20: Read Proverbs 23 

We have previously made the case that Proverbs is meant 
to promote skill in living (wisdom), and is bookended by 
The Fear of the Lord and obedience to God.    

Let me show you the power of this perspective, by making 
application from just one of the over 300 proverbs that are 
contained in Chapters 10-31 of the book of Proverbs: 

 Do not move an ancient boundary stone  
or encroach on the fields of the fatherless,  

for their Defender is strong;  
He will take up their case against you.   

Proverbs 23:10-11   



Return to Galatians 
Monday, November 20: Read Proverbs 23 

(Continued) 
Think of this boundary stone as a survey marker at the 
limits of one’s property.  You see, starting with the Mosaic 
Law, God had given strict instructions on how the Israel-
ites were to honor property rights.  So, in short, this was a 
prohibition against a number of things including:   

 Deceitfully enlarging your 
territory at the expense of 
your neighbor by secretly 
moving a boundary stone.  

 Amassing land by preying 
on those weaker or going through a difficult time.   

Now you know why the Israelites did so poorly at returning 
all land to its original owner at the year of Jubilee.  If you 
would deceive or prey upon the weak to begin with, you 
are not likely to be obedient enough to give back what you 
inappropriately gained!  

At a first consideration, this verse doesn’t seem to have 
much to do with us.  We haven’t received land directly 
from God and we have a much different approach to land 
ownership.  This is where The Fear of the Lord comes into 
play, for it helps us to make application.  For the question 
is, once we understand the principle, what boundary 
stones do you think God wants us to avoid moving in the 
day in which we live?   

Think about it!  I’ll have some suggestions for you to  
consider tomorrow.  

 

 

. 



Back to Proverbs 
Tuesday, November 21: Read Psalm 19 

Psalm19 begins with the grand phrase,  

The heavens declare the glory of God. . .  

Our universe on the large scale, and life on the small 
scale, both demand a Creator.  Let me suggest that we 
have moved an ancient boundary stone when we attempt 
to explain the universe in which we live, as well as the 
complexity of life as we know it, in terms of purely materi-
alistic explanations like the Big Bang or Evolution.  Psalm 
19 changes subject matter in Verse 7 to the Word of God:   

The Law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. . . 

Let me suggest that we move an ancient boundary stone 
when we turn from the Word of God as a set of guiding prin-
ciples for life to such philosophies as secular humanism.  
Do you doubt that our nation was founded on Biblical princi-
ples?  Consider the following quote from Daniel Webster:   

The moral principles and precepts found in  
the Scriptures ought to form the basis of all our civil 

constitutions and laws.  All the evils which men suffer 
from vice, crime, ambition, injustice, oppression,  
slavery and war, proceed from their despising  

or neglecting the precepts contained in the Bible. 

In a number of places in the art of the Supreme Court 
building, the Ten Commandments are prominently on dis-
play.  Now contrast that with many recent Supreme Court 
decisions.  Do you think they, even for a moment, thought 
to consult the Word of God as part of reaching such deci-
sions?  In short, what I am wanting us to think about as 
Christians is a simple application of one proverb: If God 
has spoken on a matter, then obedience requires that we 
allow neither culture or our own desires to move the an-
cient boundary stone!   And it is The Fear of the Lord that 
leads to such obedience! 
 



Back to Proverbs 
Wednesday, November 22: Read Romans 12 

For the Christian, the goal of a transformed life is very 
much a part of how we are to view the time the Lord gives 
us on this earth.  It starts with becoming something radi-
cally new as the result of placing our faith in Christ:  

 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; 
the old has gone, the new has come!  II Corinthians 5:17 

It becomes a process which we commonly refer to as 
sanctification.  We can see the end result in Romans 8:29:  

For those God foreknew He also predestined  
to be conformed to the likeness of His Son. . .  

And then we see the means in Romans 12:2:  

Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. . .  

To be perfectly clear, the Christian’s mind is meant to be 
renewed by the Word of God! (II Timothy 3:16-17) To be 
sure, there is much within the book of Proverbs that is 
supposed to support ongoing transformation.  In Chapter 
1, we learn that Solomon’s proverbs have been preserved:  

. . .for obtaining wisdom and discipline. . .acquiring a 
prudent life, doing what is right and just.   

In fact, the development of wisdom, which we have 
learned is the idea of skill in living, is, by its very attain-
ment, transformative.  Let me add something that is par-
ticularly pervasive throughout the book—namely, that wis-
dom is also meant to serve a preservative function.  By 
that I mean, this wisdom is meant to not just transform us, 
but also preserve from corruption whatever transformation 
has occurred.  If you think about it, we should immediately 
begin to appreciate anything that acts to preserve what 
God has done in our lives.  We’ll develop this idea further 
over the course of the next few days. 



         Happy Thanksgiving 
             Thursday, November 23 

      I trust that every one of these passages of 
Scripture will provide cause for you to give thanks.  

   I will give thanks to you, LORD, with all my heart;  
I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.  Psalm 9:1 

   Do not be anxious about anything,  
but in every situation, by prayer and petition,  

with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  
And the peace of God, which transcends  

all understanding, will guard your hearts  
and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:6-7 

   Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as 
you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom 
through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, 

singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 
Colossians 3:16 

   Let them give thanks to the LORD for His unfailing 
love and His wonderful deeds for mankind,  

for He satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry  
with good things.  Psalm 107:8-9 

   I always thank my God for you because of His grace 
given you in Christ Jesus.  I Corinthians 1:4 

   Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good;  
His love endures forever.  I Chronicles 16:34   

   All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is 
reaching more and more people may cause  

thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God. 
II Corinthians 4:15 

   Give thanks in all circumstances;  
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

I Thessalonians 5:18 



Happy Thanksgiving 
             Thursday, November 23 



Back to Proverbs 
Friday, November 24: Read Proverbs 2 

This chapter in Proverbs starts out with a powerful appeal 
to seek wisdom.  It is not a bad idea to take this as God 
speaking to you:    

“. . ..store up My commands, turn your ear to  
My wisdom, call out for insight and cry aloud  

for understanding and search for it  
as if it were great treasure.”  Verses 1-4 

And then here is the result:   

For wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge  
will be pleasant to your soul.  Discretion will protect you, 

and understanding will guard you.  Verses 10-11   

Do you see the preservative aspect that comes along with 
gaining God’s wisdom: It will protect and guard you!  The 
preservative nature of wisdom continues to be spelled out 
very clearly throughout the rest of this chapter:  

 . . .wisdom will save you from  
the ways of evil men.  Verse 12  

It will also. . .save you from the adulteress,  
from the wayward wife with her seductive words   

Verse 16  
Thus you will walk in the ways of good men and keep 

to the path of the righteous.  Verse 20   

This is a theme throughout the book of Proverbs—the way 
in which wisdom will preserve us from the many different 
kinds of temptation that are going to come our way.  Now 
this brings us to a very sticky question.  Given that Solo-
mon wrote most of these proverbs, and was declared by 
Scripture to be exceedingly wise, was he preserved from 
choosing sin over righteousness?  I think you know the 
story.  So that raises the question, “What went wrong?”   



Back to Proverbs 
Monday, November 27: Read I Kings 11 

We are investigating the preserving nature of wisdom.  So 
how do you explain what happened with King Solomon? 
Here is the failure: 

 As Solomon grew old, his 
wives turned his heart after 

other gods, and his heart was 
not fully devoted to the Lord 

his God. . . Verse 4  

And here is the result of his 
sin:  

The Lord became angry with 
Solomon because his heart 
had turned away from the 

Lord, the God of Israel,  
who had appeared to him 

twice.  Verse 9 

In fact, the Lord became angry enough that he took 10 of 
the 12 tribes of Israel away from his kingdom.  So back to 
our question, which is a very sticky one indeed, did wis-
dom fail to preserve Solomon?  Or asked another way, if it 
couldn’t keep the wisest man on earth from failing in this 
way, what hope is there for us? 

Let me start by saying that Solomon’s failure was re-
corded in the Bible, for the millennia to come, precisely to 
keep us from following in his footsteps.  Wisdom didn’t fail 
Solomon, he forsook wisdom.  Let me show you:   

 Solomon started well by humbly asking the Lord for 
wisdom. and the Lord provided wisdom, and much, 
much more. (I Kings 3:10-15)   

Continued on the next page. 



Back to Proverbs 
Monday, November 27: Read I Kings 11 

(Continued) 
 But, as time went on, a lot of questionable things be-

gan to occur in the life of Solomon.  He acquired a 
large number of horses (I Kings 4:26); he built a palace 
for himself grander than the temple he built for God  
(I Kings 6:38-7:1); and he married many foreign women, 
many for political reasons (I Kings 3:1, 11:1).   And all of 
this was contradictory to the instructions that God had 
already given to the Israelites.   

It was almost as if Solomon was so gifted and so blessed 
by God that he thought God’s guidelines were meant for 
somebody else.  This then is the first way you can forsake 
wisdom—by dispensing it to others and failing to apply it 
to yourself!  



Back to Proverbs 
Tuesday, November 28: Read Proverbs 8 

We saw yesterday, Solomon started well, moved into the 
realm of the questionable—and then, in an all too predict-
able way, moved into the realm of gross sin!  Do you know 
why this happened?  He ignored the preserving influence 
of wisdom:   

Blessed is the man who finds wisdom,  
the man who gains understanding. . . Proverbs 3:13   

Solomon found it, but then he failed to do the following:  

 She (wisdom) is a tree of life to those who embrace her; 
those who lay hold of her will be blessed. . . 

My son, preserve sound judgment and discernment,  
do not let them out of your sight; they will be life for 

you. . .Then you will go on your way in safety,  
and your foot will not stumble. . .   

Proverbs 3: 18, 21-23   

God’s Word is always fulfilled, one way or the other.  
Solomon did not embrace wisdom, did not preserve sound 
judgment, and in turn his foot stumbled.  From there he 
lead the nation into idolatry and resultant discipline from 
the Lord.  How important it is for us to embrace wisdom—
our spiritual lives depend upon it!  Wisdom is not some-
thing you attain and walk away from, it is something you 
attain and embrace for as many days as the Lord gives 
you.  For skill in living does not go out of style, nor is it 
automatic.  

That brings me to a second problem area for Solomon.  
There seemed to be no prophetic voice in his life—no 
prophet to confront him like Nathan did David.  Certainly, it 
might have been intimidating to minister to Solomon, but is 
there any sign he sought wise counsel?   

Continued on the next page.  
 



Back to Proverbs 
Tuesday, November 28: Read Proverbs 8 

(Continued) 
On the other hand, do the words of Proverbs 8 speak to 
you on a daily basis?  

 Blessed is the man who listens to Me (wisdom from the 

Word), watching daily at My doors, waiting at  
My doorway.  For whoever finds Me finds life  

and receives favor from the Lord.  But whoever fails to 
find Me harms himself; all who hate Me love death. 

Proverbs 8:34-36  



Back to Proverbs 
Wednesday, November 29: Read Ecclesiastes 2 
So we have Solomon caught up in all manner of building 
projects and collection of wealth and all kinds of political 
alliances to establish his power, rather than trusting in the 
Lord.  Consider Ecclesiastes 2:10-11: 

 I denied myself nothing my eyes desired; I refused my 
heart no pleasure. . . . Yet when I surveyed all that my 

hand had done and what I had toiled to achieve,  
everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind.   

Now we have the answer to our question: did wisdom fail 
Solomon or was the hubris of man his own undoing?  
Solomon ignored the clear application of wisdom in his 
own life, and he reaped the whirlwind.  His kingdom 
comes apart, peace is shattered, and the consequences 
are devastating for Israel.  We need to pay close attention.  
How did the wisest man on earth reach the point he mani-
fested humanism, materialism, and hedonism?  The an-
swer:  He tasted the transforming power of wisdom, but 
neglected its power to preserve by failing to properly value 
it, rightly guard it, and diligently keep it.   

The same thing can happen to us.  You see God has 
shown us in the clearest way possible, using Solomon as 
an example, that success in this life is not founded upon 
human intelligence, but upon every Word that proceeds 
forth from the mouth of God.  For God:  

. .mocks proud mockers but gives grace to the humble.  
The wise inherit honor, but fools he holds up to shame.  

Proverbs 3:34-35   

Solomon proved the negative aspect of these verses us-
ing his own life.  No Christian should ever want that!  Pray 
with me:  Lord, “turn my eyes from worthless things;  
preserve my life according to Your Word.”  (Psalm 119:25) 





Returning to John 
Thursday, November 30: Read John 10:1‐21 

Let’s consider three verses of Scripture.  First, John 10:9:  
 “I am the gate; whoever enters through Me will be saved.”   

This verse is about as straightforward a declaration of how 
a person can be saved as you will find.  Let’s make sure 
we understand.  How is Jesus the gate?  He is the one 
and only way by which lost mankind can come to the  
Father.  We must go through Him in order to be reconciled 
to God—for He is the one and only mediator between God 
and man. (I Timothy 2:5)  How do we enter through Him?  
Over and over John tells us—by faith.  In fact, in nearly 
every one of the first nine chapters you will find a call to 
faith—for example:   

“I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do 
not believe that I am the one I claim to be. . .” John 8:24   

Now consider a second verse:  
 “The reason My Father loves Me is that I lay down  

My life—only to take it up again.”  John 10:17 
These verses refer to the death and resurrection of our 
Lord.  They lay out for us the object of the faith that allows 
us to pass through the gate that is Jesus Christ.  We trust 
Him to have paid our sin debt by going to the cross in our 
place.  Finally, the third verse to consider:  

 If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.  Jesus answered,  
“I did tell you, but you did not believe.”  John 10:25 

Jesus has been telling them in narrative after narrative, 
message after message that He is the One sent to save.  
In this chapter, He has again made it clear!  You can only 
come to the Father through Him—and the means is faith.  
Unbelief towards Christ leaves you no real options other 
than to die in your sin.  When you see this happen—pray 
for the Spirit to convict the heart of its need to turn and  
believe! (John 16:8-9)  
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