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Daily Devotional 
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For Christ is the end of  the law 

for righteousness to every one 

that believeth.      Romans 10:4 



Foreword 
This month we spend time in Exodus, the Psalms, and Gala-
tians.  One way to consider these 
selections is to realize we will be 
reading about God’s plan of re-
demption (Exodus), how the re-
deem should live (Galatians), and 
the joy and praise that should 
come from the redeemed to their 
Redeemer (Psalms).   

Enjoy this month’s readings, and 
while you are at it—set aside 
some time for thanksgiving at the 
end of the month.   

In His grace,  

 

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 



Return to Exodus 
Monday, November 2:   
Read II Corinthians 4  

Let me ask two questions:  What is keeping us from an-
swering God’s call to go?  Are there competing voices in our 
day?  How about the recent 
bestseller, from Carol 
Delaney, that traces the 
problem of child abuse back 
to Abraham’s willingness to 
sacrifice Isaac.  I mention 
what might seem like an ab-
surd example to you because 
academic reviewers call her 
work, “a strikingly original 
analysis.”    

Let me give you another ex-
ample, a few years ago PBS 
aired a special called The Bi-
ble’s Buried Secrets.  This 
series demotes Abraham and 
his descendants to the realm of mythology, dismisses the 
Exodus, and denies any written Old Testament record prior 
to the Sixth Century B.C. (This means Moses could not have 
authored any of the Torah.)    

I have provided two very specific examples of competing 
voices in our day.  I can also mention the general case of 
Big-Bang cosmology, Darwinian evolution, and nearly every 
college psychology, philosophy, and religion course taught 
on nearly every college campus in our country!  Oh yes, 
there are many competing voices telling us to do something 
other than what God is telling us to do.  So what is God’s    
answer to us?  The same as it was to Moses!   

    Continued on the next page. 



Return to Exodus 
Monday, November 2:  

 Read II Corinthians 4 (Continued) 

Just meditate upon the following verses, and realize our  

response to these truths will determine whether or not you 

and I go when God speaks:   

I AM:  The Maker of heaven and earth. . . 

                                                           Psalm 115:15 

My arm is not too short to save. . .         Isaiah 50:2 

I say: My purpose will stand. . .            Isaiah 46:10  

I am the Alpha and the Omega . . .who is, and 

who was, and who is to come, the Almighty. . .  

                                                              Revelation 1:8 

Blessed is the one who reads the words of this 

prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and 

take to heart what is written in it, because the 

time is near.                                         Revelation 1:3 



Return to Exodus 
Tuesday, November 3: Read  Exodus 4 

The Second Issue—External Resistance 

We now come to the second excuse that Moses puts on  
the table in an effort to get out of responding to the calling 
of God.  I call this The Issue of External Resistance.  This 
issue is summed up by Moses’ response to God: 

But suppose they will not believe me or listen to my 
voice; suppose they say, “The LORD has not appeared 
to you.”              Exodus 4:1 

In other words, what if the Israelites resist God’s commis-
sion of Moses—something which did happen.   

Let’s think this issue through.  First, is this something we 
too can expect with respect to our calling to go and make 
disciples and to exercise our spiritual gifting?  It most cer-
tainly is!  In fact, it is uncanny how closely the concerns of 
Moses mimic our concerns today!  Both you and I worry 
about how others are going to receive from us the good 
news of the Gospel.    

So, how did the Lord address the issue for Moses?  Maybe 
it will be of help to us as well!  The full answer is in today’s 
reading, but the short version is that God was going to per-
form miraculous signs through Moses in order to authenti-
cate the fact that God was with Moses.   

I know what you are thinking:  “Ah, there is no parallel 
here!” or “I’ve got a legitimate excuse to worry about the 
resistance of others.”  All I can say is, don’t let God hear 
you say (or think) that there are no miraculous signs that 
attest to His calling today!  

    Continued on the next page. 

 
 



Return to Exodus 
Tuesday, November 3: Read Exodus 4

(Continued) 

For turning a rod into a snake, or a clean hand to leprous 
hand and back again, are nothing in contrast to: 

Being a new creature in Christ. . .   II Corinthians 5:17 

Have Christ dwelling in us. . .          Colossians 1:27 

What about having a love for one another that is so distinc-
tive that it sets us apart as followers of Christ?  

 “By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you 
have love for one another.”              John 13:35 

Or, bearing fruit in our lives that points to the Father.  

“. . .by this My Father is glorified, that you bear much 
fruit; so you will be My disciples.”               John 15:8 

Or, reflecting the glory of God?  

But we all. . .are being transformed into the same 
image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the 
Lord.                  II Corinthians 3:18 

Or, living in the power of God? 

. . .in truthful speech and in the power of God; with 
weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in 
the left. . .                    II Corinthians 6:7   
 

And the Bible provides many, many more examples of the 
miracles and signs we can see in our own day!  I think it is 
fair to say that God’s grace of giving, that which testifies to 
Himself, has been even more abundantly provided in this 
day in which we live than it was in Moses’ day. 

 



Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, November 4: Read Exodus 6 

We are going to skip ahead a few chapters to continue  
the story of Moses and his reluctance to go.  To reinforce 
what we saw yesterday that God is potentially at work in  
miraculous ways in our lives, I want you to think about two 
things with respect to our witness in the face of the external 
resistances we might be experiencing:   

1. Our lives will truly bear witness in the manner we are  
discussing only if we are following after Him—growing in 
grace and knowledge and being conformed to His image.  
So God’s answer to how to deal with external resistance is 
in part an admonition to walk closely with Him!   

2. The second item is an answer to this question: “If we  
potentially have 
God at work in 
us in such pow-
erful ways, why 
don’t people lis-
ten?”  Good 
question.  I find 
it helpful to  
recall the exam-
ple of Exodus 
6:9.  Read it for 
yourself, but in 
essence it says 
the Israelites did 
not initially listen 
to Moses because of “their discouragement and cruel 
bondage.”   

Continued on the next page. 



Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, November 4: Read Exodus 6

(Continued) 

You and I need to remember that our neighbors who resist 
our efforts to open a spiritual dialogue are in reality doing 
hard labor to whatever lie they have believed.  And, unbe-
lief is not passive.  If you reject Christ, you do not live in a 
vacuum!  Rather, it is because something else has taken His 
place and is held more dearly.   

Let me give you an example: you have no doubt met peo-
ple during the course of your lifetime who have decided 
that material prosperity is the most important goal in life.  
They will not be interested in hearing what you might have 
to tell them about storing up treasures for eternity, because 
they are doing hard time to the lie that material prosperity 
can provide happiness.  Allow the Spirit of God to prove 
otherwise.  You and I need to just keep holding out the 
truth.  



Return to Exodus 
Thursday, November 5: Read Exodus 22 

and then Exodus 4:10-12  

We have come to Moses’ final excuse.  Before I tell you what 
it is, do you think God is finally going to be persuaded, or do 
you think He has this one covered too?  God will not be de-
terred and, of course, He has this covered!  Our God shall: 

 . . .supply all your needs according to His glorious  
riches in Christ Jesus.                Philippians 4:19   

Here is Moses’ final excuse:  

O Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past 
nor since You have spoken to your servant.  I am slow 
of speech and tongue.            Exodus 4:10 

So how does God address this final excuse?  Verses. 11-12 
almost have the feeling that God is losing patience.  He  
reminds Moses that He is the designer of the tongue and 
mouth, and He confirms that He himself will help him and 
teach him what to say.  As we have seen time after time, 
when God calls you to go, He will provide everything that 
you need, every step of the way.  Have you made the con-
nection yet with parallels in our day?   

Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do not 
worry beforehand about what to say.  Just say what-
ever is given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, 
but the Holy Spirit.                  Mark 13:11 

Don’t think this just covers the specialized case of  being  
arrested, for we know one role of the Spirit is to always  
remind us of what we have learned. (John 14:26)  You might 
also want to see Ephesians 6:19 in which speaking boldly 
with the words given is the outcome of prayer.   

In closing, we have our calling just as Moses did and a set of 
excuses similar to his in many ways.  Were any of his excus-
es adequate?  Do you think any of ours are?   



Return to Exodus 
Friday, November 6: Read Ezekiel 33  

and Exodus 4:13-18  

God tells Moses to go.  In his reluctance, Moses tries out 
three excuses on God.  I have been trying to point out the 
similarities both to the fact that each of us have been told 
to go (make disciples and use our spiritual gifts), and in the 
same way we too justify our failure to respond to the call of 
God.  Now follow this next part very closely—for Moses 
takes his resistance too far.    

Moses said, “O Lord, please send someone else to  
do it.”                          Exodus 4:13 

God has called and Moses says, “Just send someone else.”  
How often do we do the same thing with respect to sharing 
the good news of Christ’s payment for sin with those we 
call our friends.  Isn’t it true that we often invite them to 
church in the hope that someone else will tell them the 
Good News?   

So how does God feel about this effort to pass the buck? 

Then the Lord’s anger burned against Moses. . .  

                        Exodus 4:14  

Oh, oh!  This is certainly a place that you and I do not want 
to go!  So think about this: If God has addressed all our 
shortcomings via His grace, and the only unacceptable option 
is to go AWOL, what should we do?  How about: 

You see the book of Exodus isn’t just about redemption.   
It is also about those through whom God is going to com-
municate His message of redemption! 



Return to Exodus 
Monday, November 9: Read John 10 

We have been looking at God’s call to go—both for Moses 
and for us. In this context, have you ever thought about 
the difference in quality of life for those who respond to the 
call of God and those who do not?  Let’s start with Moses 
as an example: 

• Did he respond to God’s call?  As we are about to study, 
despite his initial reluctance, he did. 

• How did that turn out for him?  Can you ascribe a certain 
richness to the life of Moses?  Can we go so far as to say 
that he had an abundant life?   

Space is too short to describe a full answer to this question, 
but how about these examples: 

• His time in front of 
the people before the 
Red Sea when he 
thundered out “Stand 
firm and you will see 
the deliverance of 
the Lord,” and the 
Lord opened a path 
through the sea on 
dry land for two mil-
lion people. 

• His 40 days with the Lord on Mount Sinai that led to his 
face shining so the people could not look at it. (Exodus 

34:29-30) 

• His successful pleading with God to spare the rebellious peo-
ple in order to preserve God’s reputation. (Exodus 32:11-14)  

    Continued on the next page. 

 



Return to Exodus 
Monday, November 9: Read John 10

(Continued) 

Of course Moses failed on occasion, but even then we can 
learn that, despite the consequences, God can restore and 
still work through those who will trust Him.   

Now imagine for a moment the alternative for Moses—
assuming that he did not heed the call of God. There might 
have been a certain comfort to his life, but my goodness, it 
would have been small comfort tending sheep in the desert 
of Midian!  Why not choose the challenges associated with 
answering God’s call, in order to be in the presence of God, 
rather than comfort in this world, which in and of itself we 
already know is vanity! (Ecclesiastes 1:14)    

And, by now, you know every bit of this holds true for us—
just as it did for Moses! 



Spending Time in Psalms 
Tuesday, November 10: Read Psalm 20 

I think of Psalm 20 as an Old Testament version of I Thes-
salonians 5:17.  I say that because of all the different ways 
the psalmist suggests we make supplication to God: when 
you are in distress, when you need protection, when you 
need help, as part of worship, and with respect to your 
plans and desires.   

This really is the point of the New Testament guidance to 
pray continually.  It is not that we are to walk around, 
oblivious to our surroundings, and somehow in constant 
prayer, it is that we are to bring everything to the Lord.  
We are to develop a dependent 
attitude—dependence upon Him 
and His ability to provide. 

When we get bad news, the 
first thing we should do is pause 
for a moment and take it to the 
Lord.  When we really are anx-
ious about something—same 
thing.  When our heart goes out 
to a family member or acquaint-
ance—stop and pray for them.  
And, of course, when blessing 
comes into our life, we are to 
give Him thanks!  

Why would we want to be so intentional about doing this? 
The answer is right in our psalm for today:   

Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we 
trust in the name of the Lord our God.     Psalm 20:7 

According to Verse 8, this is what will cause us to stand 
firm.  Praise God that He is an ever-present help in time of 
trouble! (Psalm 46:1) 



Spending Time in Psalms 
Wednesday, November 11:  

Read Psalm 23 

Could any reading of selected psalms be complete without 
the 23rd Psalm?  First read and meditate upon it and then let 
me show you how it connects to the New Testament. 

The Lord is my shepherd— 

 In truth Jesus is the one Good Shepherd!  (John 10:11) 

I shall not be in want— 

Of course not, for . . .how will He who did not spare His 
own Son. . . not . . . graciously, give us all things? 
(Romans 8:32) 

He makes me lie down 
in green pastures;  He 
leads me beside the still 
waters — 

Come to Me, all you  
who are weary and  
burdened, and I will give 
you rest. (Matthew 11:28)  

He guides me in the 
paths of righteousness 
for His name’s sake—  

This righteousness from 
God comes through faith 
in Jesus Christ to all who believe. (Romans 3:22) 

Even though I walk through the valley of the  
shadow of death, I will fear no evil — 

I will never leave you nor forsake you. (Hebrews 13:5) 

 



Spending Time in Psalms 
Wednesday, November 11:  

Read Psalm 23 (Continued) 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my  
enemies— 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?. . .In all these 
things we are more than conquerors. . .  (Romans 8:35,37)  

Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the 
days of my life— 

Christ in you, the hope of glory. (Colossians 1:27)  

And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. . .I am going to and 
prepare a place for you. . .” (John 14:1-2)   

Do you see?  Jesus Christ is our Good Shepherd, and we 
can know Him personally in a way that exceeds the image-
ry of even this beloved psalm.  For behind the written Word 
of God is the Living Word, and He calls us to “abide in 
Him.” 



Spending Time in Psalms 
Thursday, November 12:  

Read Psalm 25 

Have you noticed how often the psalms just cause you to 
pause and meditate upon your own life and your walk with 
the Lord?  Psalm 25 is a perfect example.  It prompts us to 
reflect upon a number of recurring themes.  First, our obli-
gation to trust God:  

To You, O Lord, I lift up my soul; in You I trust.. .   
                       Psalm 25:1 

No one whose hope is in You will ever be put to 
shame. . .               Psalm 25:3  

. . . for You are God my Savior, and my hope is in You 
all day long.               Psalm 25:5  

Second, the psalm prompts us to consider the issue of sin 
in our lives.  We should know that Christ paid the debt for 
all of our sins and that we can confess them and be 
cleansed,  but we have to be willing to turn from them 
(repent) and confess.  This psalm helps remind us to do so:   

Remember not the sins of my youth and my rebel-
lious ways. . .                         Psalm 25:7      

Good and upright is the Lord, therefore He instructs 
sinners in His ways.             Psalm 25:8  

For the sake of Your name, O Lord, forgive my  
iniquity, though it is great.           Psalm 25:11 

And finally, the psalm speaks of the blessings God bestows 
on those who fear the Lord.  Remember, we have learned 
this means to have a Biblical recognition of who He is and  

 



Spending Time in Psalms 
Thursday, November 12:  

Read Psalm 25 (Continued) 

deep reverence or respect for what He is like, both of which 
prompt obedience to Him:   

Who, then, is the man that fears the Lord?  He will  
instruct him in the way chosen for him.      Psalm 25:12 

The Lord confides in those who fear Him. . .        
                           Psalm 25:14 

He guides the humble in what is right and teaches 
them His way.              Psalm 25:9 

You can find other patterns, but what a powerful mediation 
for the day: the call and blessings to trust in Almighty God; 
His provision to cleanse us from all sin; and the blessings 
He pours upon those who walk in the fear of the Lord. 

 



Spending Time in Psalms 
Friday, November 13: Read Psalm 27 

Several years ago I taught a message entitled “The One 
Thing.”  It focused on the one thing that we need to make 
sure is a part of our spiritual life.  It was an application of  
Jesus himself saying, 

 “. . .you are worried and upset about many things,  
but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen  
what is better. . .”                Luke 10:41-42  

In the context, Mary had chosen to sit at Jesus’ feet and 
listen to what He had to say.  This is the one thing we all 
need to find time to do.  Did you notice that Psalm 27 is a 
reinforcement of this very same one thing principle?   

One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek: that I 
may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my 
life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek 
Him in His temple.              Psalm 27:4   

So David considers “dwelling in the house of the Lord,” 
“gazing upon His beauty” and “seeking Him” to all be part 
of that one thing.  What do you suppose he is saying?  I 
don’t think he physically wants to live in the temple, but  
rather, to be where God is—in His presence.  Or, as John  
describes it, in fellowship with Him.   

To gaze upon the beauty of the Lord is to know Him—in 
particular to know what He is like.  It is to have the veil of 
our unbelief removed that we might see Him as He really is.  
And lastly, to “seek Him” is to set our hearts upon Him.   

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfector 
of our faith.                      Hebrews 12:2  

To know Christ and the power of His resurrection and 
the fellowship of sharing in His sufferings, becoming 
like Him. . . .                       Philippians 3:10 

Should we not be asking God the same “one thing” that  
David did? 



Spending Time in Psalms 
Monday, November 16: Read Psalm 32 

The subject matter of Psalm 32 is sin, and it powerfully  
addresses our need to confess sin and remain in fellowship 
with our heavenly Father.  David uses himself as an exam-
ple—probably with respect to his adultery with Bathsheba 
and the additional sins that followed.   

After an initial reading of the entire psalm, begin again in 
Verse 3.  David is describing the internal stress that comes 
from being under the control of the sinful nature.  Verse 4 
adds to it the pressure that God can apply in order to bring 
us to the point of repentance.  In Verse 5 David has finally 
come to the point that he acknowledges his sin to God and 
God forgives. He always does when we turn to Him (repent) 
and confess our sin (agree with Him about how our words, 
thoughts, or deeds have missed the mark).  What is the 
outcome?  It is not only forgiveness, but the testimony that 
each of us needs to be able to give every hour of the day:   

Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, 
whose sins are covered.  Blessed is the man whose 
sin the Lord does not count against him and in whose 
spirit is no deceit.                      Psalm 32:1-2 

Notice, it doesn’t say that we have no sin, but rather that 
they are forgiven.  It also adds blessing for the one in 
whose spirit is no deceit.  I take that to be the one who 
makes no effort to get away with sin or to cover it up, but 
instead takes God’s side on the matter of sin every time he 
or she is convicted by the Holy Spirit.  How is this grace to 
us possible?  As New Testament Christians, the answer is 
clear, for our sins were poured out on Christ while He was 
on the cross (I Peter 2:24) and He was judged for them.  
Thus, when we acknowledge those sins to God, He can ap-
ply the work of the cross and thereby cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.  Where would we be without the cross? 



Spending Time in Psalms 
Tuesday, November 17: Read Psalm 33 

How often do you find yourself saying, “This is one of my 
favorite psalms!”  I know I say that regularly and that is 
because the psalms so beautifully capture truth in a way 
that speaks to the soul. Take Psalm 33 for example: It  
begins with a call to praise the Lord and sing joyfully to 
Him.  Then it systematically provides the reasons why we 
should do so: 

• He has given us His Word—which is right and a refuge 
of truth.   

• All His interactions with us are faithful.   

• The earth bears witness to His unfailing love.   

Then the psalm moves on to His limitless capability:  

• He spoke the physical universe into being. 

• By His command it stands firm.   

II Peter, Chapter 3 tells us that in some future day this 
command will be revoked and this earth will literally  
dissolve in intense heat.  And, of course, if God can speak 
the universe into being and cause it to stand firm, it is no 
harder for Him to manipulate the machinations of men 
while His plans alone stand firm.   

It is no wonder the psalmist says, “Blessed” is the nation  
whose God is the Lord—the nation who aligns itself with 
this kind of God.  Then the psalmist concludes by making it 
very personal: it is not the size of the army, the strength of 
the warrior, or the speed of a horse that saves a man.  It is 
the Lord who delivers those who fear Him.  He delivers 
those who have a clear understanding of the reverence due  

 

       



Spending Time in Psalms 
Tuesday, November 17: Read Psalm 33

(Continued) 

a God who can speak this universe into being and com-
mand it to stand firm.  He delivers those who respect the  
capability of a God who can reach into any set of circumstances 
and deliver all those who respond in obedience.   

If this kind of God is your help and shield, then you are 
saved indeed.  Let us trust in His holy name and let His  
unfailing love rest upon us!  

 



Back to Galatians 
Wednesday, November 18:  

Read Galatians 3:6-9 

As we return to Galatians, we are right back to Paul empha-
sizing a familiar message: We are saved through faith in the 
person and work of Christ!  Works cannot save us, nor can 
any system of law-keeping.  It is right there in today’s read-
ing of just four verses.  Paul quotes from Genesis 15:6:   

Abram believed the Lord, and He credited it to him as 
righteousness.  

Now there are those who try to claim this passage is not 
talking about the eternal salvation of Abraham.  Yet Scrip-
ture interprets this very clearly for us.  In the fourth chapter 
of Romans, Paul is making it very clear that works have no 
part in justifying us before God, and look at how he frames 
his argument: 

For if Abraham was justified by works, he has some-
thing to boast about, but not before God.  For what 
does the Scripture say?  “Abraham believed God and 
it was accounted to him for righteousness.”            
                 Romans 4:2-3 

Do you see?  Paul specifically refers to the Genesis 15 quote 
in the context of an example of how one is justified before 
God—something that is necessary in order to be saved!   
Then, before the close of Chapter 4, Paul goes on to say:  

The words “it was credited to him” were written not 
for him alone, but also for us, to whom God will credit 
righteousness—for us who believe in Him who raised 
Jesus our Lord from the dead.                Romans 4:23-24 

     



Back to Galatians 
Wednesday, November 18:  

Read Galatians 3:6-9 (Continued) 

Abraham was saved when he believed, and thereby       
received the righteousness of God.  And in this: 

The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the 
Gentiles by faith. . .                 Galatians 3:8 

That’s how the Scripture is fulfilled:  

“All nations will be blessed through you.”  So those 
who have faith are blessed along with Abraham, the 
man of faith.              Galatians 3:8-9  

It is not works, it is not law-keeping, but faith in the per-
son and work of Jesus Christ that saves us—to Him be the 
glory!  

 



Back to Galatians 
Thursday, November 19:  

Read Proverbs 4 

Yesterday we saw that we receive, from God, the        
righteousness that justifies when we place our faith in the 
person and work of Jesus Christ:   

. . .even the righteousness of God, through faith in 
Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe.            
                        Romans 3:22    

It is very important to recognize that this is a righteousness 
that is imputed to us.  Because of our faith in Christ, we 
have a legal standing before God that is apart from any 
work or action on our part.  Stating this another way: This 
righteousness is ours by virtue of our position in Christ, and 
not yet ours in experience.   

I cannot overstate the importance of understanding two 
things:   

1. Our justified position does not automatically guarantee 
justified behavior. 

2. One of the first things every new believer needs to  
understand is that God both desires, and has provided 
everything necessary for our condition to match our  
position.  He wants us to live a righteous life that corre-
sponds to our justified status in Christ.  The Scriptures 
are very clear on this!   

. . .put on the new self, created to be like God in true 
righteousness and holiness.           Ephesians 4:24   

     



Back to Galatians 
Thursday, November 19:  

Read Proverbs 4 (Continued) 

You can find my favorite depiction of this important truth in 
Proverbs 4:18:  

The path of the righteous is like the first gleam of 
dawn, shining ever brighter till the full light of day.  

“The righteous” are those who are justified by faith, and, 
by virtue of the new birth, have the “first gleam” of new life 
in Christ.  But, the path has yet to be walked.  God wants 
us to walk worthy of who and what we are in Christ.  When 
that is the case, it is like the first gleam of daylight that  
becomes brighter and brighter until the full light of mid-
day!  So, too, our Christian lives are to become ever bright-
er as we become progressively conformed to the image and 
likeness of Christ. (Romans 8:29) 

 

 



Back to Galatians 
Friday, November 20: Read Genesis 20 

I suspect you are still struggling with this idea of positional 
righteousness in contrast to experiential righteousness.  
The former—positional—is ours by virtue of having placed 
our faith in Christ, and it is that which allows us to stand 
accepted before a holy God.  The latter—experiential—is 
God’s expectation for all those who are saved.  

The reason this is so important for us to understand is that 
it allows us to simultaneously understand God’s acceptance 
of us struggling believers, while giving us a clear goal for 
which to aim!  God accepts us because of our positional          
righteousness, while wanting us to become righteous as He 
is righteous!  Furthermore, both of these are accomplished 
by faith.   

Let me show you this by turning back to the life of Abra-
ham.  We know that Abraham was justified—declared right-
eous before God—as the result of the faith he exercised in    
Genesis 15.   

1. But was his faith operating as it should, was he         
experientially righteous?  Was he righteous when he 
went along with Sarai’s scheme to have an heir through 
her maidservant?  That was most certainly not faithful 
or righteous behavior.   

2. How about when he told Abimelech that Sarah was his 
sister in order to save his skin?  No, his was not exactly 
an upright walk before the Lord in this case either—the 
reason was unbelief.  In fact, even the pagan king 
Abimelech said: 

“You have done things to me that should not be 
done.”               Genesis 20:9 

      



Back to Galatians 
Friday, November 20: Read Genesis 20 

(Continued) 

It is never good when a lost pagan has a better sense of 
right and wrong than the believer.  Nonetheless, through-
out all of this, Abraham is still justified before God—for this 
righteousness from God is by faith, to all and on all who 
believe.   

One more example for you: How about when Abraham re-
sponded to God’s command to sacrifice the son of promise, 
Isaac, in Genesis 22?  Was he walking uprightly before the 
Lord and was He trusting Him?  He most certainly was and 
the book of Hebrews tells us what he was thinking:   

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up 
Isaac. . . concluding that God was able to raise him 
up, even from the dead. . .     Hebrews 11:17-19 

There you have it: Faith in the good news of the Gospel 
leads to a standing of righteousness before God.  And,  
ongoing faith in the promises of God leads to a life of right-
eousness before Him.   We walk by faith, and as we do, 
our righteousness will shine ever brighter “until the full 
light of day!”  



Back to Galatians 
Monday, November 23:  
Read Galatians 3:10-18 

Today’s reading is direct and confrontational in tone,   
starting with the very first verse:   

All who rely on observing the Law are under a  
curse. . .             Galatians 3:10 

Many don’t think we should worry about this in our day. 
Yet, C. I. Schofield said a century ago, “modern Protestant-
ism has been thoroughly Galatianized!”  And it is worse to-
day.  Let me show you with a short sampling of statements 
by well known theologians who have impacted the theolo-
gies of seminaries and many a pastor.   

Only by loving, fearing and obeying the law, shall we 
be kept from sinning.          Arthur W. Pink  

Redemption forms a new obligation to law-keeping as 
well as puts us in a position for it.      Horatius Bonar   

Genuine sanctification will show itself in habitual 
respect for God’s Law, and habitual effort to live in 
obedience to it as a rule of life.        J.C. Ryle  

As you can tell, all three of these theologians are intent on 
putting church-age believers under the Law.  The question 
we should ask is whether or not a single one of these 
statements is true when held up to the light of Scripture.  
It doesn’t matter if they sound good or are well-meaning.  
The big issue is are they true?  For, our Christian Life is at 
stake.  Let’s look at the statements again.   

Pink.  “Only by loving, fearing and obeying the law, shall 
we be kept from sinning.”   

Walk by the Spirit and you will not gratify the    
desires of the sinful nature.       Galatians 5:16  

       



Back to Galatians 
Monday, November 23:  

Read Galatians 3:10-18 (Continued) 

Pink is dead wrong—scripturally!  For it is not by the law, it 
is only by the Holy Spirit that we, as believers in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, will keep from sinning.   

Bonar.  “Redemption forms a new obligation to law-
keeping as well as puts us in a position for it.”  

Who has bewitched you?. . .Did you receive the Spirit 
by observing the Law or by believing what you 
heard? . . .how is it that you are turning back to 
those weak and miserable principles?  Do you wish 
to be enslaved by them all over again?          
                    Galatians 3:1-3, 4:9   

Paul is clearly telling us that Bonar is one of those trying 
to enslave us again to “weak and miserable principles!”  

Ryle.  “Genuine sanctification will show itself in habitual     
respect for God’s Law, and habitual effort to live in     
obedience to it as a rule of life.”   

. . .the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the 
law of Sin and Death.  For what the law was      
powerless to do. . .             Romans 8:2-3  

For the Christian, law-keeping is clearly not the rule of 
life; rather, it is the law of the Spirit of life.   

So, as we continue in Galatians 3, two quick thoughts:   

1. All theology must be held up to the light of God’s 
Word.  If it doesn’t line up, reject it!   

2. We certainly seem to have a proclivity towards 
adding law-keeping to the Christian Life.  We are 
going to have to watch that closely.   

 



Back to Galatians 
Tuesday, November 24:  

Read Romans 7 

I have found that Christians often do not realize the       
seriousness of turning to law-keeping as the means of living 
the Christian Life.  Why do we do it?  It makes living the 
Christian Life easier.  

The Law is not based on faith; on the contrary, “The 
man who does these things will live by them.”         
               Galatians 3:12 

So, instead of living in dependent trust, we can reduce the 
Christian Life to a checklist of do’s and don’ts and get on 
with things.  But, is that how God has designed the Chris-
tian Life?  No!  Let me show you what is at stake:   

For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are 
not under law but under grace.              Romans 6:14  

Do you see what this verse implies?  If you forsake grace 
and turn to law, sin is going to continue to be your master! 

So, my brothers, you also died to the law through the 
body of Christ, that you might belong to another, to 
Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we 
might bear fruit to God.         Romans 7:4  

This is another monumental spiritual issue.  If we want to 
bear fruit to God, it is only the result of dying to the law 
first!  As we continue in this great book of Galatians, here is 
what we are going to learn:  

• The law can lead us to salvation, but it can’t save.  

• After salvation, the Law has no ability to rehabilitate the 
sin nature. 

• The law does not have the power necessary to live the 
kind of godly life to which we have been called.   



Back to Galatians 
Tuesday, November 24:  

Read Romans 7 (Continued) 

Only the new life within—as guided by the Word of God and 
the Spirit of God—can accomplish such a change.   

When I use the term law, I am referring to any system of 
law-keeping, whether it is portions of the Mosaic Law or a 
more modern set of rules associated with a particular theol-
ogy or denomination.   

These systems of rules might be easier, but they can’t  
accomplish the life to which we have been called!   

 



Back to Galatians 
Wednesday, November 25:  

Read Deuteronomy 5 

Now after the last few days, I know some are thinking, 
“Wait a minute—the Mosaic Law is from God, so it has to be 
good!”  Of course it is!  But good toward what end?  That’s 
the big issue.  It most certainly is not good in terms of liv-
ing the Christian Life as Galatians 3:10 makes clear:   

All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for 
it is written:  “Cursed is everyone who does not contin-
ue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.” 

In other words, if you are relying on observing the law to 
live a life that receives the Lord’s commendation, you are 
going to strike out unless you are able to do every bit of it—
all the time!  Today and tomorrow, let’s see if we can gain a 
Biblical understanding of both the Mosaic Law, and law-
keeping in general, with respect to the Christian Way of Life.   

1. The Mosaic Law is from God.  It is holy, righteous, and 
good:   

So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is 
holy, righteous and good.           Romans 7:12 

2. The problem arises with both the concept of doing the 
law, as well as God’s purpose for the law.    

3. Let’s start with doing the law.  The question is: Are you 
keeping every part of the law all the time?   

You shall have no other gods before Me. . .  
              Deuteronomy 5:7 

So you have never loved anything more than God—not 
your family, possessions, or even self? Have you never 
made a god of other things?   

You shall not make for yourself a carved image. . .  
              Deuteronomy 5:8 

  



Back to Galatians 
Wednesday, November 25:  

Read Deuteronomy 5 (Continued) 

Have you never in your Christian Life let anything get  
between you and God—not money, success, or material 
things?   

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord your God in 
vain. . .             Deuteronomy 5:11 

So, have you never in conversation or anger used the 
name of God in a way you shouldn’t?  Have you never 
texted OMG?   

Observe the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy. . .   
              Deuteronomy 5:12 

Have you never marked the time until the service was 
over so that you could get home for the game or the  
final round in the golf tournament?   

Consider that these are just queries on the first four of the 
commandments!  You see the insurmountable problem:   

For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at 
just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.   James 2:10 

At this point we should all be saying, “Uh-oh.”  We’ll       
continue to work on this topic on Friday.     



Happy Thanksgiving 
Thursday, November 26 

I trust that every one of these passages of Scripture will 
provide cause for you to give thanks.  

I will give thanks to You, LORD, with all my heart;  
I will tell of all Your wonderful deeds.         Psalm 9:1 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:6-7  

Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as 
you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom 
through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, 
singing to God with gratitude in your hearts.   
                     Colossians 3:16 

I will give thanks to the Lord because of His  
righteousness; I will sing the praises of the name  
of the Lord Most High.           Psalm 7:17 



 
Happy Thanksgiving 

Thursday, November 26  
(Continued) 

Let them give thanks to the LORD for His unfailing 
love and His wonderful deeds for mankind, for He 
satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good 
things.                       Psalm 107:8-9 

I always thank my God for you because of His grace 
given you in Christ Jesus.            I Corinthians 1:4 

Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good;  His love 
endures forever.            I Chronicles 16:34   

All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is 
reaching more and more people may cause  
thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God. 
                   II Corinthians 4:15 

Give thanks in all circumstances;  for this is God’s will 
for you in Christ Jesus.                I Thessalonians 5:18 
 



Back to Galatians 
Friday, November 27: Read Romans 3 

We closed on Wednesday before the Thanksgiving break 
with James 2:10:  

For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles 
at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.  

And so, continuing from that brings us to a fourth  point— 

4. Now you know why Scripture can be so dogmatic about 
the following:   

There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no 
one who understands, no one who seeks God.    
                    Romans 3:10-11  

No one can perfectly keep all of the law all of the time—
so all are going to be guilty!   

5. Notice how naturally that leads us to God’s intended 
purpose for the Mosaic Law:   

Therefore no one will be declared righteous in His 
sight by observing the Law; rather, through the Law 
we become conscious of sin.               Romans 3:20  

There you have it!  The role of the Mosaic Law is to re-
veal to us that we are sinners.  It makes it clear that: 

. . .the whole world is a prisoner of sin. . .Galatians 3:22   

. . .every mouth may be stopped and the world may 
become guilty.                   Romans 3:19 

6. Law-keeping by man was never meant to be a direct     
means of salvation.  It was meant to prove that we are      
sinners in need of a Savior and then point us to the 
Savior!   

     



 Back to Galatians 
Friday, November 27:  

Read Romans 3 (Continued) 

Once we understand this truth about the law, then we 
should be able to make the obvious connection with respect 
to living the Christian Life:   

If it is law that curses, locks us up to sin. . .why then 
would we turn to that which is a ministration of death 
—the law— as the means to live a God-pleasing life?  
Such a one would be a foolish Christian indeed!   

Well then, how do we live a God-pleasing life?  The answer 
is coming in the book of Galatians, but for now, let me give 
you a hint.  Not surprisingly, the answer is not going to    
involve the law, but something else altogether.  That some-
thing else is the Holy Spirit!  

 



Back to Galatians 
Monday, November 30:  
Read Galatians 3:19-29 

In Verse 22 of today’s reading, we have a very nice      
statement of the Gospel and its relationship to the Law: 

But the Scripture declares that the whole world is a 
prisoner of sin. . . 

This is the role of the Mosaic Law—to show us we are 
sinners.  

. . .so that what was promised . . . 

This is a world-wide blessing through the seed of 
Abraham. 

. . .being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might 
be given to those who believe.   

And now in the text following Verse 22, we have two         
illustrations to make sure we are getting the point.  

• In Verse 23, the law is said to be our jailor.  In short, 
the law kept us locked up in sin until God’s answer was       
provided in the person and work of Jesus Christ.   

• In Verse 24, the law is said to be our paidagogos—a 
Greek word for a slave who’s role was to train, guard, 
and discipline the son of a wealthy Greek or Roman.   

And again, the role of this pedagogue was to:  

. . .lead us to Christ that we might be justified by 
faith.                 Galatians 3:24 

There you have it!  The law is to bring us to Christ.  When 
you make law-keeping—any kind of law-keeping—either 
the means of salvation or the means of sanctification for  

 



Back to Galatians 
Monday, November 30:  

Read Galatians 3:19-29 (Continued) 

the believer, you are completely outside of the God-
ordained purpose for the law!  Am I sure about this?  Abso-
lutely—upon the authority of God’s Word!   

Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the 
supervision of the Law.         Galatians 3:25 

So, we are neither justified by law-keeping (Galatians 2:16) 

nor are we sanctified by law-keeping (Galatians 3:25). 

In the final chapters of Galatians we are going to be intro-
duced to the means that God has provided, particularly in 
terms of sanctification, and the emphasis is going to be 
squarely upon the ministry of the Holy Spirit.  The law is 
nowhere in sight! 
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