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Daily Devotional 
October 2017 



Foreword 
This month we’ll be continuing our readings in Proverbs, 
the Gospel of John, and Galatians.  I trust you will find this 
to be a nice balance: ponder-
ing wisdom which is meant to 
promote skill in living; under-
standing the Gospel as pre-
sented in all sorts of narra-
tives by John; and then main-
taining the purity of the Gos-
pel by pruning legalism which 
is Paul’s goal in his letter to 
the Galatians.   

When the discussion of a 
particular passage spans 
multiple days, I will assign 
other readings.  I am confi-
dent that you will be blessed 
as you daily allow the light of God’s Word to illumine your 
soul. 

In His grace, 

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 

 



Selections from Proverbs 
Monday, October 2: Read Psalm 19 

We continue with the simple, the fool, and the mocker to 
see if we can learn to recognize each and the antidote for 
their condition.  What qualifies you to wear the label sim-
ple?  One translation says it this way:   

...simple ones love their naïveté.  Proverbs 1:7 

To be simple is a way of approaching life.  It is to be 
tossed to and fro by every new spiritual buzz, by every 
theory from academia, 
charismatic politicians, 
the news media, and 
whoever else confi-
dently proclaims truth.  
These are the kind of 
people that tell you the 
Bible is full of inconsis-
tencies without being 
able to give you a sin-
gle one.  You see, the 
simple have never actually read the Bible, but someone 
just once authoritatively told them it was so.   

I sometimes think we have become a nation of simple 
people.  Just in the last 20-25 years I can recall all of the 
promised disasters which caused consternation on the 
part of so many: overpopulation, nuclear winter, peak oil, 
Y2K, and global warming to name a view.  Bridges says it 
this way: 

  To believe every Word of God is faith.   
To believe every word of man is credulity.  

Continued on the next page. 

 



Selections from Proverbs 
Monday, October 2: Read Psalm 19 (Continued) 

I don’t know about you, but I have a healthy skepticism 
regarding most pronouncements of the so-called elite of 
our day.  Here are a few characteristics of the simple:   

 They are gullible:  

 The simple believes every word,  
but the prudent considers well his steps. 

Proverbs 14:15   

 They learn everything the hard way:   

A prudent man foresees evil and hides himself;  
The simple pass on and are punished. 

Proverbs 27:12 

 Their shortcomings can be deadly:  

 For the turning away of the simple will slay them,  
and the complacency of fools will destroy them. 

Proverbs 1:32  

Let’s raise the question, is there an antidote for the sim-
ple?  The Bible provides several, consider these two: 

The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul;  
The testimony of the Lord is sure,  

making wise the simple.  Psalm 19:7   

The unfolding of Your Word gives light;  
it gives understanding to the simple. 

  Psalm 119:130  

Not surprisingly, the antidote seems to center upon the 
Word of God.  Perhaps there is something to be said in 
favor of daily time in God’s Word, perhaps even through a 
devotional of some kind!    

We go on to the fool tomorrow. 



Selections from Proverbs 
Tuesday, October 3: Read Psalm 14  

and Proverbs 14 
When it comes to the fool, you had to know we were going 
to start with Psalm 14:1   

The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.” 

Again, fool is not a name you call someone, but it is de-
scriptive of a certain manner of thinking and way of ap-
proaching the world.  The Latin word for fool carries the 
idea of being puffed up—a windbag.  The Hebrew word 
carries the idea of being stubborn or brutish.  When you 
add “fools despise wisdom” from Proverbs 1:7 to Psalm 
14:1, you get a person that, in their thinking, has decided: 

 God is not all that much.  I don’t have much respect for 
what I am hearing about Him.  I think I’ll just go my own 

way and do my own thing because I don’t think there 
will be much in the way of consequences for doing so.  

Continued on the next page. 

 

Psalm 14:1 



Selections from Proverbs 
Tuesday, October 3: Read Psalm 14  

and Proverbs 14 (Continued) 
If you look carefully, you will hear this kind of attitude ex-
pressed by many public figures—including some very 
prominent ones.  In essence, it is an absence of the Fear 
of the Lord.  It just goes to show that one can be a fool in 
attitude while having advanced degrees and a lot of other 
worldly success.  Two characteristics of a fool for you to 
consider:   

 A fool won’t learn from God’s Word or anyone else.  

 A fool despises his father's instruction,  
but he who receives correction is prudent. 

 Proverbs 1:7, Proverbs 15:5  

 Foolishness is a deep-seated problem.   

Though you grind a fool in a mortar with a pestle  
along with crushed grain, yet his foolishness  

will not depart from him.  Proverbs 27:22   

What is the antidote for foolishness? The answer is longer 
than I have space for, but let me tell you where it starts:   

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those  
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved  

it is the power of God.  I Corinthians 1:18   

Can you tell what I have in mind?  The antidote starts with 
recognizing we are sinners before a holy God and have no 
hope apart from the salvation that is available in Jesus 
Christ.  When we then accept God’s gift of salvation by 
placing our faith in the person and work of Christ, we have 
made the first and largest step possible to move from fool-
ishness to wisdom! 



Selections from Proverbs 
Wednesday, October 4: Read Daniel 4 

Today we discuss one last member of the terrible trio—the 
mocker!  The Hebrew word translated both scorner and 
mocker carries the idea of using one’s mouth to deride or 
tear down.  Ortlund describes the mocker this way:  

Having no intellectual or spiritual  
ammunition, the scorner depends  
on ridicule and contempt in dealing  
with those who disagree. 

If the fool thinks he can ignore God  
with impunity, then the mocker takes  
things a step further by openly  
ridiculing and attacking God.  These 
kinds of individuals write books,  
such as “god is not Great,” that  
make the Times bestseller list.   
What category of people do you  
think reads these books? 

These are two characteristics  
of the mocker:   

 Pride and arrogance are worn like a first name:  

A proud and haughty man--Scoffer is his name. 
Proverbs 21:24   

 Not the least bit interested in what you have to say: 

A scoffer does not love one who corrects him,  
nor will he go to the wise.  Proverbs 15:12  

Continued on the next page. 

 



Selections from Proverbs 
Wednesday, October 4: Read Daniel 4 

(Continued) 

As we have asked each time, what is the antidote?  It is 
one word—humility!  For God’s approach can be defined 
by Proverbs 3:34:  

Surely He scorns the scornful,  
but gives grace to the humble.  

Perhaps you are thinking that it doesn’t seem very likely 
that a mocker would assume humility, especially toward 
God.  You’re right, but God has a way of forcing humility to 
occur.  Consider the fourth chapter of Daniel.  Daniel tells 
the most powerful king in the Middle East: 

Renounce your sins by doing what is right. . .   

Nebuchadnezzar counters with: 

Is not this the great Babylon I have built. . . 
for the glory of my majesty?  

This is what it looks like when God scorns the scornful: 

. . .you will eat grass like cattle. . . 
until you acknowledge that  

the most high is sovereign. . . 

And here is how it ended: 

I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven. . .  
I praised the  Most High. . .  

It is possible, by the grace of God, for even a mocker to 
change!  



Selections from Proverbs 
Thursday, October 5: Read Proverbs 9 

It is very possible that you think the discussion of the last 
three days—investigating the simple, the fool, and the 
mocker—has been a topic involving the unbeliever. Let 
me make it clear that the believer can in every way mimic 
the terrible trio, and that is the reason we are studying 
them so that we can avoid taking on their mindset.  That is 
the reason they are addressed in the book of Proverbs, so 
that we could be forewarned.   

Perhaps your response to that is, “Impossible!”  Well the 
New Testament certainly teaches that Christians can be 
fleshly in thought and behavior, and let me show you this 

using the categories we have 
learned from Proverbs. I have 
heard a Christian music 
leader say: 

 Worship is related to decibel 
count and bass you can feel.  

That sounds like a simple  
view of worship to me.  Or 
how about the comments of 
David Neff:  

 I think the responsible thing for gay and lesbian  
Christians to do is to form lasting, covenanted  

partnerships. I also believe that the church should help 
them in those partnerships in the same way the church 

should fortify traditional marriages.  

Continued on the next page. 



Selections from Proverbs 
Thursday, October 5: Read Proverbs 9 

(Continued) 
I would suggest that this is a fool’s view of God’s institute 
of marriage, and yet Mr. Neff was the editor-in-chief of 
Christianity Today for decades.   

Then how about this view of Christianity in general and the 
Gospel in particular by Brian McLaren:   

. . .the familiar story line of creation, fall, redemption, 
consummation (with heaven and hell as a result) is a 

grotesque Greco-Roman distortion of the biblical narra-
tive. . . He (Jesus) did not come to save people from 

hell. . . (The Gospel) is not a message about how to get 
saved. The gospel is the announcement of a “new  

kingdom, a new way of life, and a new way of peace 
that carried good news to all people of every religion” 
. . .No more “soul-sort” universe where our team goes 
to heaven and the bad guys go to hell. The future is 

open, inviting our participation. In the end, God’s mercy 
will triumph and all shall be well.”   

Brian McLaren is consid-
ered to be one of the 25 
most influential Christians of 
our day and a leader in the 
Emerging Church move-
ment.   

Wow!  What a promotion for 
the Church’s need for wis-
dom, beginning with the 
Fear of the Lord and leading 
to obedience to Him . 



Back to the Gospel of John 
Friday, October 6: Read John 6:1‐29 

As you noticed, we are back in the Gospel of John.  This 
section includes the fourth of the miracles performed by 
Jesus, which we have learned is an important part of the 
structure of John’s Gospel.  We have also learned, based 
upon John 20:30-31, that the purpose of these miracles is 
to prompt faith in Jesus Christ as both the Son of God and 
Messiah—a faith that leads to eternal life.   

I want you to see how clearly this chapter reinforces our 
understanding by observing how firmly Jesus keeps the 
response to His miracles directed toward faith in who He 
is and what He has come to do.  To feed 5000 men, along 
with however many woman and children were there, is no 
small task.  To do so from five small barley loaves and two 
small fish, and then have 12 baskets of leftovers, is clearly 
a miracle.   

Continued on the next page. 



Back to the Gospel of John 
Friday, October 6: Read John 6:1‐29 

(Continued) 
Many have tried to find a natural explanation, but the text 
will not allow this:   

After people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did. . .  
Verse 14  

Now we know the purpose of these miracles, but the peo-
ple responded improperly to their intent:  

Jesus, knowing that they intended to come  
and make Him king by force, withdrew again  

to a lonely mountain by Himself. 
                                  Verse 15   

We have said all along that 
there was one purpose for the 
miracles performed by Jesus, 
and this is not it.  Later in the 
text, Jesus scolds the people 
for responding to Him simply 
because they had full bellies!  
Instead, He admonishes them 
to work for that which will lead 
to eternal life.  He has the peo-
ple right where He wants them 
when they ask Him:  

“What must we do to do the works God requires?”  
Verse 28 

 We should be able to write the answer ourselves.   

“The work of God is this, to believe in the One  
He has sent.”   Verse 29 

It is not a work at all!  It is faith in the One who is going to 
do the work of salvation on our behalf! 
 



Back to the Gospel of John 
Monday, October 9: Read Matthew 14 

Jesus’ fifth miracle was in yesterday’s reading as well.  It 
is described in John 6:16-21.  Today I took you back to 
Matthew 14 to read the description of the very same nar-
rative.  Did you note they are related by the phrase? 

“It is I, don’t be afraid.”  Verse 27   

Otherwise, the two accounts are quite different.  I love the 
application that comes from Matthew’s account, but before 
we consider it, let me just mention that this is one of the 
great things about having four different Gospels.  None of 
them is meant to be a complete biography.  On the con-
trary, they are meant to detail selected events from the 
earthly ministry of Jesus, as guided by the Holy Spirit and 
dependent upon a specific audience.  They often overlap, 
but, typically, we have a marvelous opportunity to com-
pare and contrast as they tell the same story from different 
perspectives.  For example, without the Matthew account 
we would never know of Peter’s involvement.  For while 
the others are terrified, Peter asks to join the Lord walking 
on the water.  He actually does for a time, but then it says,  

When he saw the wind, he was afraid and beginning  
to sink, cried out, “Lord save me!”  Matthew 14:30   

Now, you don’t see wind directly.  Rather, you hear it and 
see the size of the waves it produces.  That’s what I think 
happened to Peter.  The howl of the wind and the size of 
the waves got his eyes off of Jesus and that’s when fear 
set in.  What a lesson for us.  As longs as our gaze is 
steadfastly upon our Lord, He keeps us in perfect peace.  
(Isaiah 26:3)  But when we start to focus instead upon the 
obstacles in our paths and the clamor of this world, we too 
can start to sink.  What is the solution?  Do what Peter 
and the rest did, call out to the Lord and regain that stead-
fast gaze through a time of worship!  



Back to the Gospel of John 
Tuesday, October 10: Read John 6:30‐71 

This is a very important, but also somewhat complex pas-
sage.  It is too much to handle in one daily devotional.  But 
by breaking it into two pieces, I can give you a good intro-
duction.  Today we will focus upon Jesus’ claims about 
who He is and the result for those who will trust Him.  This 
is really good news and can be found in Verses 30-39.   

The section begins with the Jews wanting a sign to au-
thenticate Jesus’ claim that He was from God.  This is 
right after Jesus fed 5000 men, and their families, from 
five small loaves and two fish.  When dealing with unbe-
lief, it is really not about evidence.  Jesus does not sugar 
coat it.  Just as the Israelites ate manna following the Exo-
dus to satisfy their physical hunger, Jesus claims to be the  

true bread who comes down from heaven and gives life 
to the world.  Verse 33  

Jesus is the one who will meet their spiritual need:   
“I am the bread of life.  He who comes to Me will  

never go hungry, and he who believes in Me  
will never be thirsty.”  Verse 35  

So what is keeping the Jews from having their hunger and 
thirst satisfied?  It is right there in Verse 36—unbelief.  
Perhaps you are still uncertain as to whether this is a spiri-
tual or physical hunger.  Look at Verse 40:   

“For My Father’s will is that everyone who looks  
to the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal life, 

and I will raise him up at the last day.”    
The message of John’s Gospel is so clear because there 
is so much repetition: eternal life results from faith in the 
person of Jesus Christ, the incarnate Son of God, who 
was sent by the Father to be the Savior of the world.  This 
salvation was made available when Christ declared our 
sin debt, “Paid in full!”  (John 19:30)   
 



Back to the Gospel of John 
Wednesday, October 11: Read Numbers 11 

God provided manna during the wilderness travels, and in 
Numbers 11:6 the children of Israel grumbled about it.  So 
you won’t be the least bit surprised to read in John 6:41: 

 At this the Jews began to grumble about Him because 
He said,  “I am the bread that came down from heaven.”  

The rest of this chapter often causes confusion.  Let me 
try to help you understand with three portions of Scripture: 

  “He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who 
believes in Me will never be thirsty”  John 6:35 

   “I tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting 
life.  I am the bread of life.”  John 6:47-48 

   “Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood  
has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.  
For My flesh is real food and My blood is real drink.”  

John 6:54-55 
It is the last passage that causes all the confusion.  In fact, 
many of Jesus’ disciples left Him over it. (Verse 66)  It 
needn’t be confusing.  Look at the first passage, it is the 
one who comes and believes who receives the blessing—
not eats and drinks.  Again in the second passage, believ-
ing in the true Bread of Life leads to everlasting life.  By 
the time we get to the third passage, we are deep into the 
use of figurative language.  The flesh and blood of Christ 
represent who He is as the Messiah and Son of God.  Eat-
ing and drinking clearly carry the connotation of believing 
in who He is.  Clearly, the metaphor is not understood by 
many.  Unbelief always veils our thinking.  But Peter 
makes clear the response of faith to the words of Jesus:   

“Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words  
of eternal life.  We believe and know that You are the 

Holy One of God.”  John 6:68-69   
And all God’s people said: “Amen!” 



Back to the Gospel of John 
Thursday, October 12: Read John 7:1‐36 

Two observations for you to consider from this chapter.  
First, in Verses 1-9, we see what I call world-viewpoint in 
full operation.  Jesus’ brothers are thinking, “If you are try-
ing to gain a following, Jerusalem is the place to be.  And, 
it is even better at a feast day, more people to whom to 
present yourself. Put your miracles on display to the larg-
est possible audience.”  As we have seen so many times, 

 “My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways My ways,” declares the Lord.  Isaiah 55:8 

But Jesus wasn’t trying to gain a following, at least not in 
the way his brothers envisioned.  He was trying to help peo-
ple come to grips with their need of a Savior, and once con-
victed, turn to Him in dependent trust for their salvation.   

The second thing to consider is how clearly you see one 
of the strands about which John’s Gospel is constructed:  

The intimacy, congruence, and single-mindedness  
of purpose within the Trinity!   

Did you catch how Jesus said: 
“My teaching is not My own.  It comes from Him who 
sent Me.” (Verse 16)  “You do not know Him, but I know 
Him because I am from Him and He sent Me.”  Verse 29   

The Son knows the Father and reveals Him to us.  He has 
done so in terms of His nature, His love for His creation 
and His incredible plan of salvation.  Furthermore, He has 
done so in perfect conformity to the will of God.  As Jesus 
later says in John 14:9:  

“Anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father”  
And, anyone who has heard His message has heard the 
will of the Father.  Here is one application: The call of God 
upon our lives to be His witnesses is not about making a 
big splash, it is about carrying a message from the Father 
to lost humanity—a group that should most certainly be on 
our hearts!   
 



Back to the Gospel of John 
Friday, October 13: Read John 7:37‐52 

After refusing to go to Jerusalem in order to meet worldly 
expectations or for purposes of self-promotion, Jesus 
eventually does go.  Halfway through the seven-day Feast 
of Tabernacles, He begins to teach.  The people are as-
tounded by the authority with which He teaches, then: 

On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and 
said in a loud voice, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to 
Me and drink.  Whoever believes in Me, as the Scripture 
has said, streams of living water will flow from within 

him.” By this He meant the Spirit, whom those who  
believed in Him were later to receive.  Verses 37-39    

Note first that Jesus calls those who thirst to come to Him 
and drink, and then immediately interprets drinking to be 
equivalent to believing in Him.  This is exactly the way we 
interpreted eating and drinking in Chapter 6.  The second 
thing for you to realize is that this would have been an ab-
solute shocker for those who heard it.  Except for excep-
tional cases, the Holy Spirit was not given to believers in 
the Old Testament.  This is a promise for the Spirit to be 
given to not just a particular king or prophet, but to every 
single person who places his or her faith in the person and 
work of Christ.  I think this caught the attention of every-
one who heard it!   

There is much more to say about the Holy Spirit than we 
have room for in a devotional.  Instead, let me draw your 
attention to the second part of Verse 39:  

...Up to that time the Spirit had not been given,  
since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 

Even though the next few chapters of John will show Jew-
ish rejection, even now Jesus is able to speak of the  
outpouring of the Holy Spirit which is going to follow His 
glorification following the work of the cross.  He did the 
work—and we receive the Spirit.  That’s grace! 
 



Delving into Galatians 
Monday, October 16: Read Galatians 2:1‐14 

Are you getting a feel for how firm and protective Paul is of 
the Gospel message?  In Galatians 1, he pronounced 
anathema on any who would pervert the Gospel (Verse 9).  

Now in Chapter 2, he brings up three more occurrences 
when he had to stand for God’s Gospel of grace rather 
than give into the rationalizations of man.  Let’s look at all 
three and see what we can learn.  The first is in Verse 4, 
and refers to those who wanted to add circumcision as a 
requirement for salvation. (See Acts 15:1.)   Of course, 
when you add works to salvation, it never stops there.  By 
Acts 15:5, they wanted to add the entire Mosaic Law.  

The second example, in 
Galatians 2:6, is the is-
sue of those who 
“seemed to be impor-
tant.”  Oftentimes, we 
give way too much 
weight to those who have 
advanced degrees or 
pastor big churches.  If 
the message doesn’t line 
up with the Word of God, 
then, as Paul said: 

 . . .whatever they were 
makes no difference to 

me;  God does not  
judge by external  

appearances. . .  

 
 



Delving into Galatians 
Monday, October 16: Read Galatians 2:1‐14 

(Continued) 
The last example, perhaps the most challenging, is found 
in Verses 11-14.  Peter was having good fellowship with 
the Gentile believers in Antioch until some of the legalists 
from Jerusalem arrived.  As he began to separate himself 
from the Gentile believers, others followed his example. 
After all, whatever Peter did had to be right!  Paul labeled 
his behavior for the hypocrisy it was.  You see, Peter no 
longer followed the Law either, but he chose to keep up 
appearances when the legalists were in town.  This led 
others to be confused about the issue of both salvation 
and sanctification.   

Can you picture the two apostles toe-to-toe?  Thankfully, 
grace won out.  Peter is later very clear before the church 
in Jerusalem: 

“We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus  
we are saved. . .”  

In the context of the verse, it is clear that he makes this 
statement in contrast to keeping the Mosaic Law. (Acts 
15:10-11) 

 
 



Delving into Galatians 
Tuesday, October 17: Read Galatians 2:15‐21 

For the next two days, we are going to concentrate on the 
theological term justification.  Have you noticed that this is 
a very big issue for Paul?  He starts in Verse 15 by taking 
the position that as a privileged Jew, he knows: 

 that a man is not justified by observing the Law,  
but by faith in Jesus Christ.   

In the very next verse, he comes at the same thing from a 
different direction by saying: 

 ...by observing the Law, no one will be justified. 
Not by the Law, not by religion, and not by any system of 
works can a person be justified before God.  Man can be 
justified only by faith in Jesus Christ, which I take to in-
clude an understanding of who He is (the eternally exis-
tent Son of God) and what He has done (died in our place 
for our sins).   

So what exactly does it mean to be justified?  The Greek 
word translated justified, in its various forms, is typically 
translated: justified, righteous, just, and so on.  As you can 
see by the range of words, there is not an exact equivalent 
for the Greek word in English.  Rather, the word carries  
an idea that is related to how a judge would think in a 
courtroom setting.  As the judge evaluates the evidence in 
front of him, if he (or she) determines the law has been 
broken, he declares the accused guilty and then judgment 
follows.  If the judge  determines the person has not vio-
lated the standard of the law, then the person is consid-
ered righteous or justified in the eyes of the court.  So to 
be justified is equivalent to being declared righteous in a 
legal setting.  Now we know what the word means, but the 
legal setting is before God.  How in the world could any 
human being ever be justified—declared righteous—by 
God?  Read on tomorrow. 
 



Delving into Galatians 
Wednesday, October 18: Read Romans 3 

We closed yesterday with the question, “How could any 
human being ever be justified?” And we now know that 
means declared righteous in God’s sight.  This is a very 
good question!  Our study of the second chapter of Gala-
tians has made it clear that it is not by keeping the Law,  

...because by observing the Law no one will be justified.  

That’s a pretty clear statement.  So then how could this 
ever be true?  Galatians 2:15 told us a man is justified by 
faith in Jesus Christ.  Romans 3:21 clarifies even further: 

 But now a righteousness from God, apart from Law, 
has been made known, to which the Law and the  

Prophets testify.  This righteousness from God comes 
through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. 

The how is by faith, and Romans 3:21 adds the what.  We 
receive a righteousness from God when we believe.  I be-
lieve II Corinthians 5:21 makes it clear that this is Christ’s 
righteousness imputed to us.   

This is a monumental thing God has done.  He is not say-
ing our words, thoughts, and deeds are righteous by virtue 
of faith in Christ.  Instead, He is saying that He has legally 
declared us to have a righteous, or justified, standing be-
fore Him as the result of trusting in Christ for our salvation.  
This is a standing we could never achieve through our 
own efforts, and yet it is something that is absolutely nec-
essary in order for us to be able to come into the presence 
of a perfectly holy God.  Justification is necessary for us to 
be able to enter heaven.   

Praise God for another aspect of the so-great salvation He 
has provided in Jesus Christ—the righteousness we have 
in Him! 



Delving into Galatians 
Thursday, October 19: Read Acts 4 

What do you think, did Christ have to go to the cross and 
die in our place?  Was His death essential for our salva-
tion?  By that I mean, not only was it completely neces-
sary, but was it completely sufficient?  Most Christians 
would say yes, but then many turn around and hold to a 
Gospel message that says otherwise by adding to the 
work of Christ.  What does Paul have to say about that? 

I do not set aside the grace of God,  
for if righteousness could be gained through the Law, 

Christ died for nothing.  Galatians 2:21  
We learned that we are justified before God by means of 
faith in Jesus Christ.  This passage makes it clear that this 
is a provision of God’s grace.  He accomplished it apart 
from any merit or work on our part.  It also supports the 
truth that there is one, and only one, way by which a per-
son can be declared righteous (justified)—and that is by 
faith.  For if we could accomplish it by some system of 
works, like keeping the Law, then the death of Christ was 
not needed.  You can tell by the way Paul is writing this, 
that he thinks that is a terrible attack on the necessity and 
sufficiency of Christ’s death.  THERE IS NO OTHER 
WAY!   Isn’t that really the same thing Peter preached to 
the Jews in Jerusalem after the beginning of the church: 

Salvation is found in no one else,  
for there is no other name under heaven given to men  

by which we must be saved.  Acts 4:12   
The Jews thought they were going to be saved by keeping 
the Law and being Abraham’s descendants. Peter is set-
ting them straight.  Salvation is found in no one (or noth-
ing) else but Jesus.  But what about His name, how does 
that fit in? They would have understood name to be asso-
ciated with who He was and what He accomplished—the 
Son of God who died for us! 



Delving into Galatians 
Friday, October 20: Read Galatians 3:1‐14 

By now I trust you have a feeling for what was going on in 
the churches of Galatia.  They had responded to the 
Apostle Paul’s pure Gospel message of faith in the person 
and work of Christ.  They were saved and church-plants 
started almost everywhere Paul went.  But then those 
came along, as they always seem to do, who started to 
preach a different Gospel, one that added keeping the Mo-
saic Law as a condition for salvation.  The new believers 
got confused and started to evangelize with a mixed mes-
sage of faith plus the Law.  Remember, anytime there is a 
plus there is a problem!  Look at how Paul reminds them:   

Did you receive the Spirit by observing the Law  
or by believing what you heard?  Verse 2 

The expected answer is, “Simply by believing!”  And again 
he asks:  

Does God give you His Spirit and work miracles among 
you because you observe the Law, or because you  

believe what you heard?  Verse 5 

Continued on the next page. 



Delving into Galatians 
Friday, October 20: Read Galatians 3:1‐14 

(Continued) 
And again the expected answer is one whereby the bless-
ings they received were based upon faith alone.  And then 
he bluntly declares:   

All who rely on observing the Law are under a curse. . . 
clearly no one is justified before God by  

observing the Law. . .  Verses 10-11  

We have already studied why this is true:  

. . .a man is justified by faith in Jesus Christ!   

And now Paul adds: 

 Consider Abraham: He believed God and it was credited 
to him as righteousness. . .those who believe are children 

of Abraham.  The Scripture foresaw that God  
would justify the Gentiles by faith. . .  Verses 6-8   

Paul is going to keep after the concept of justification by 
faith alone for almost the entire rest of the book of Gala-
tians.  Why do you think this is so much on his mind?  I’ll 
try to answer that question on Monday.  



Delving into Galatians 
Monday, October 23:  

Read I Corinthians 1:26‐31, 3:1‐4 
Why is Paul so doggedly refuting the influence of legalism?  
I wrote the piece below more than ten years ago.  I 
thought I would share it as a devotional reading because I 
think it partially addresses the issue, as well as demon-
strates the long-term nature of the battle for truth.   

If you modify the gospel through legalism, or anything else 
for that matter, you don’t have the Gospel anymore 
(Galatians1:6), and once you no longer have the Gospel 
you lose the power of salvation (Romans 1:16).  And so, in 
essence, the issue addressed by the book of  Galatians is 
the integrity of the Gospel—a Gospel that rests upon the 
grace of God and the work of Christ.  Consider:  

 It is essential that 
we understand 
that when man 
adds a system of 
merit to the “good 
news,” which is 
what legalism is, 
the Gospel be-
comes corrupt. 
See again Galatians 1:6.   

 The integrity of the Gospel is a very important issue.  
To give you some idea of this, look at how Paul comes 
down on those who change the Gospel in Gal 1:9—he 
sets them aside as accursed.  On the other hand, the 
problem of carnality within the church, serious and 
troubling as it is, is handled in a much gentler and 
more patient manner by Paul in the book of I Corin-
thians.  (Note how he addresses the Corinthians in  
I Corinthians 1:2-9 in contrast to the harsh words of  
Galatians 1:9).                          Continued on the next page. 



Delving into Galatians 
Monday, October 23:  

Read I Corinthians 1:26‐31, 3:1‐4 (Continued) 
 In short, if Paul appears to be this sensitive to any sort 

of corruption of the Gospel, should our response be 
any different?   

 Now legalism doesn’t have to involve just the Mosaic 
Law.  Think of it as any type of religious system 
whereby man attempts to gain the favor of God by 
what he does.   

Pastor Jim Kahler refers to this as a type of “merit-
mentality” on the part of man.  A merit-mentality is the an-
tithesis of grace because it places the emphasis on what 
man does rather than on what God has done for us 
through Jesus Christ.  In essence, it takes away from the 
person and work of Christ, which is completely unaccept-
able to God no matter how well intentioned.  A merit-
mentality is typically appended to the gospel in one of two 
ways.  First, it is exhibited by any front-loading of the Gos-
pel.  By this I mean adjusting the Gospel to be faith in 
Christ plus something else—whether that be baptism, for-
saking a certain sin, or any other personal effort. 

Second, it is also recognizable by the more subtle back-
loading of the gospel.  This occurs when salvation is de-
scribed as faith in Christ plus some external evidence that 
must follow, such as perseverance in good works.   
Although good works are most certainly desirable, part of 
sanctification, and an essential part of a good witness, it is 
not a grace Gospel message. Those who were dying in 
the Corinthian church because of their carnality were cer-
tainly not persevering in the faith.  Nonetheless, they were 
labeled as saints, sanctified, and justified because of their 
position in Christ.  We may strongly dislike the reality of 
the carnal Christian, but we can not solve this problem by 
perverting the grace Gospel in order to force people to 
toe-the-line. 



Delving into Galatians 
Tuesday, October 24: Read Galatians 3:13‐29 

Just one verse for our consideration today—Verse 24:  
Therefore the Law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, 

that we might be justified by faith.   
So are we saved by keeping the Mosaic Law (or any other 
kind of law)?  Paul has done a masterful job of developing 
his point, and the answer is a resounding, “No!”   

Rather, we are justified solely by faith in Christ.  In fact, 
God gave the Law to the Israelites for another purpose 
altogether.  The word translated tutor is a very interesting 
Greek Word.  It referred to the trusted slave or servant, in 
well-to-do Greek and Roman homes, tasked with oversee-
ing the development of a young man in the home.  This tu-
tor was part guardian, part teacher, and constant compan-
ion.  This is the role of the Law—not a means of saving 
us—but as Paul says in Romans 3:20, it is “through the 
Law” in its role as tutor, that “we become conscious of sin.”    

Once aware that we are sinners, then a Savior becomes 
necessary, especially the more we realize the nature of 
our Holy God.  Who could ever stand acceptable before 
Him?  Only the one who trusts in Jesus Christ for the right-
eousness He provides—as we have seen,  

. . .this righteousness comes by faith in Christ  
to all who believe.  

When we have His righteousness, then and only then, are 
we justified before God.  The Law may have a hand in this 
by showing us our sinfulness, but it most definitely is not 
the means by which we are justified.  Then consider the 
natural application of Galatians 3:25: 

 Now that faith has come, we are no longer  
under the supervision of the Law. 

Our response should be, “Of course!”  For once faith has 
come, the Law has done its job of leading us to the Savior. 
Its work is done!  



Delving into Galatians 
Wednesday, October 25: Read Colossian 3 

We cannot leave Galatians 3 until we take a closer look at 
Verses 26-29.  Consider the following:   

 Like the great promise of John 1:12, faith in Christ 
leads to a permanent change in relationship between 
the individual and God.  Each and every believer is a 
child of God.   

 By virtue of having placed one’s faith in the person and 
work of Christ, a person becomes baptized into Christ 
and subsequently clothed with Christ.  This is not water 
baptism, but baptism of the Spirit into the Body of Christ 
that occurs at the point of faith. (I Corinthians 12:13)  The 
phrase clothed with Christ speaks of the intimacy of our 
relationship with Him as believers. (Ephesians 2:4-6)   

 



Delving into Galatians 
Wednesday, October 25: Read Colossian 3 

(Continued) 
 When it comes to 

true Church mem-
bership as de-
scribed above, 
some things no 
longer matter—
things like race, 
gender, and social 
status.  That is 
what I wanted you 
to see in today’s 
reading:   

Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised  
or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, 

but Christ is all, and is in all.  Colossians 3:11  

How can this be?  The answer is the same from both Co-
lossians and Galatians.  In Colossians, it is not what 
status you bring to the Body of Christ, it is the status that 
results from being in Christ!  In Galatians 3, once again it 
is not what any of us bring to the table, it is because  

“If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, 
and heirs according the promise.”  Verse 29  

What promise?  It is the promise given to Abraham back in 
Genesis 12:3 that all peoples on earth would be blessed 
through him.  This is a clear reference to the blessing that 
would come through Messiah, not just to the Jews, but to 
the entire human race as He provided a way of redemp-
tion for all who would believe!    



Returning to Proverbs 
Thursday, October 26: Read Proverbs 2 

Let me refresh your memory on the focus of our study in 
Proverbs by means of the graphic below.  It reminds us 
that the goal of Proverbs is to help develop Skill in Liv-
ing—from God’s perspective.  It does so by the promotion 
of deep character and a pattern of straight thinking.   

That leads to our subject for the next few days: there is no 
skill in living apart from a Fear of the Lord which in turn 
leads to obedience to Him.  You may think I am overstat-
ing this truth.  Consider first what we have already learned 
from Proverbs 9:10: 

The Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,  
and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. 

 



Returning to Proverbs 
Thursday, October 26: Read Proverbs 2 

(Continued) 
The word beginning, in this context, can mean the chief 
part or first in priority.  Paraphrasing the words of one 
commentator: as letters are to a written language, notes to 
a musical score, numbers to mathematics. . .so is the Fear 
of the Lord to wisdom.  It is an essential piece.  Without it, 
an unbeliever cannot have true skill in living no matter how 
intelligent or gifted that person might be.   

Likewise, the carnal believer is equally handicapped, since 
he or she has also wandered from a life associated with 
the Fear of the Lord.  At this point, I trust you are asking, 
what exactly is the Fear of the Lord?  Well for today, let 
me begin with two thoughts:  

1. The Fear of the Lord is not the composite of the three 
words fear + the + Lord.  Nor is it the idea of being 
afraid as we might traditionally understand it.  Rather, 
the three words constitute an abstract idea that we are 
going to have to extract from a study of Scripture.  

2. Proverbs 2 does tell us how to get the Fear of the Lord: 

  . . .apply your heart to understanding. . .call out  
for insight. . .cry aloud for understanding. . . 

search for it as for hidden treasure. . .  
then you will understand  the Fear of the Lord.   

Proverbs 2:1-5   

It would appear we have our work cut out for us.   



Returning to Proverbs 
Friday, October 27: Read Acts 19 

If you are in a hospital setting, and you hear the words, 
Code Blue, you had better get out of the way.  For people 
are going to come rushing from every direction because a 
patient is in need of immediate attention, most often be-
cause of a cardiac arrest.  Now you would never figure 
that out from the meaning of the words code or blue.  But 
when the words are put together, in a medical context, 
they take on new meaning.  In the same way, the Fear of 
the Lord has a very specific meaning that cannot be ob-
tained from the individual words alone.  You may have no-
ticed that I tend to capitalize and italicize this phrase.  That 
is because I want you to think about its meaning as a 
composite and most certainly as a proper noun.  In the 
same way, that, if you hung around hospitals long enough, 
you could eventually figure out the meaning of Code Blue 
from context.  If we study the usage of the Fear of the 
Lord in its Biblical context, we can figure out what it 
means.   We have seen it used often in Proverbs, let’s try 
a New Testament example.  

 And the evil spirit answered and said, “Jesus I know, 
and Paul I know; but who are you?”  When the man in 
whom the evil spirit was leaped on them. . .This became 

known both to all Jews and Greeks dwelling in Ephesus; 
and fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus 

was magnified.  Acts 19:17 

I would suggest this was the Fear of the Lord; and appar-
ently it magnified the name of the Lord!  Now let me ask a 
question:  “Do you think it possible that one of the reasons 
the church in America does not seem to be having much 
of an impact on society is because it no longer prompts 
the Fear of the Lord?”  Asked another way, “Is it possible 
to place a premium on being seeker friendly and focusing 
on unbeliever comfort and to walk in the Fear of the Lord 
at the same time?” 



Returning to Proverbs 
Monday, October 30: Read Proverbs 14 

By now you are no doubt anxious to be given some type 
of definition of our composite phrase, the Fear of the Lord.  
To do this properly would require the study of many, many 
passages of Scripture.  So, although I am happy to share 
with you the results of my study, I want you to continue to 
test and refine the definition as the result of your own 
reading of Scripture.  Let me suggest we can begin to un-
derstand the Fear of the Lord by means of putting together 
the following three Scriptural ideas:  

1. Start with I Chronicles 16:25-31:   

For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise;  
He is to be feared above all gods. . .ascribe to the Lord 
glory and strength, ascribe to the Lord the glory due 

His name. . .tremble before Him all the earth. . . 
the Lord reigns!”    

And, of course, there are many other passages which 
talk about the greatness of God, His glory, His  
sovereignty—in short, His limitless nature.   The Fear 
of the Lord starts with a recognition of who God is!   

Continued on the next page. 



Returning to Proverbs 
Monday, October 30: Read Proverbs 14 

(Continued) 

 Continue with Joshua 4:24:   
He did this so that all the peoples of the earth might 

know that the hand of the Lord is powerful  
and so that you might always  

fear the Lord your God.  
Do you see that this passage changes the focus from 
what God is like to what He is capable of doing?  And 
so the Fear of the Lord also includes a respect for 
what God is like, what He is capable of doing.   

 Lastly, consider a verse we have already studied:  
Now that all has been heard;  here is the conclusion  

of the matter:  Fear God and keep His commandments,  
for this is the whole duty of man.  Ecclesiastes 12:13  

And so along with a recognition of who God is and a 
respect for what He is like, the Fear of the Lord in-
cludes a response of obedience to Him.  

Is it any wonder that the following statement is true? 
The Fear of the Lord is a fountain of life,  turning a 

man from the snares of death.  Proverbs 14:27 



Returning to Proverbs 
Tuesday, October 31: Read Isaiah 33 

I hope you have been pondering our definition of the Fear 
of the Lord since yesterday.  Here it is in one concise 
statement: The Fear of the Lord is: 

You can make a case for every single positive outcome in 
the Bible being related to the proper function of the Fear of 
the Lord; and likewise every failure as its breakdown!  You 
may think this to be an overstatement, but test it from the 
Scriptures.  Why is Abraham commended in Genesis 
22:12?  It is because of his Fear of the Lord:   

“Do not lay a hand on the boy,"  He said.  
"Do not do anything to him. Now I know that  
you fear God, because you have not withheld  

from me your son, your only son.”   

Why did Israel spend 40 years in the wilderness?  Because 
they showed contempt, a lack of the Fear of the Lord.  

The Lord said to Moses, “How long will these people treat 
Me with contempt?  How long will they refuse to believe 

in Me, in spite of all the miraculous signs  
I have performed among them?”  Numbers 14:11  

The Children of Israel treated God with contempt when 
they did not believe He was capable of bringing them 
safely into the Promised Land in spite of “the giants” ob-
served by their spies.  It is no wonder that “the Fear of the 
Lord is the key to. . .treasure.”  What treasure you ask?  
Why having “a sure foundation. . .a rich store of salvation 
and wisdom and knowledge.”  Isaiah 33:6 

 

RECOGNITION  +  RESPECT             RESPONSE 
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