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Daily Devotional 

October 2018 



Foreword 
This month we finish our study of the major feast days, 
begin a study in the Old Testament book of Daniel, and 
continue in our study of the 
book of Acts.   

We rarely connect the details of 
the Mosaic Law in Leviticus with 
the start of the Church in the 
book of Acts, but in Acts  
Chapter 8 we will learn of the 
salvation of an Ethiopian during 
the early growth and spread of 
the Church.  This man had come 
to Jerusalem to worship—
perhaps in keeping with one of 
the very feast days prescribed in 
the book of Leviticus!   

Our God is such a Master Weaver of lives and of circum-
stances—including our own! 

In His grace,  

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 

 



Lessons from Leviticus 
Monday, October 1: Read Zechariah 12 

As we have seen, Christ is the antitype of all that was 
taught through the type presented in the Day of Atone-
ment!  Not only did He enter heaven on our behalf to deal 
with sin, He also took it away completely for all those who 
have believed.  But as we have seen, the fall feasts also 
speak prophetically of that which is yet to be fulfilled.   

Perhaps you are wondering how that applies to the Day of 
Atonement as it would seem that everything has been  
accomplished.  Not quite, for the Jewish people have not 
yet turned to their Messiah.  The days leading up to the 
Day of Atonement are solemn days, days of reflection and 
repentance culminating in the most holy day of Jewish  
religious practice.   

To this day, the finished work of Christ in providing deliv-
erance for His people has not come to full fruition because 
of their persistent unbelief—but a day is coming when:  

“I will pour out on the house of David and the  
inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and  

supplication.  They will look on Me, the One they have 
pierced, and they will mourn for Him as one mourns  

for an only child, and grieve bitterly for Him  
as one grieves for a first born son.   

On that day the weeping in Jerusalem will be great. . . 
On that day a mountain will be opened to the house of 

David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them 
from sin and impurity.”  Zechariah 12:10-13:1 

So, although we have been blessed by the work of Christ 
in atoning for sin, the Feast of Atonement stands as a  
reminder of a great and future day when Israel will turn to 
her Messiah:  

And so all Israel will be saved. . .  Romans 11:26 



Lessons from Leviticus 
Tuesday, October 2: Read Deuteronomy 16 

The final feast in the Jewish religious calendar is called 
the Feast of Tabernacles, or Booths.  As with the other 
feasts, it is introduced in Leviticus 23:  

“Say to the Israelites ‘On the fifteenth day of the  
seventh month the Lord’s Feast of Tabernacles begins, 

and it lasts for seven days.’”  Leviticus 23:34  

Later in this same chapter, we find amplifying information:   
“Celebrate this as a festival to the Lord for seven days 

each year. . . Live in booths for seven days:   
All native-born Israelites are to live in booths. . .”   

Leviticus 23:41-42   

Can you picture this?  Each year, each family would build 
a rough structure in which they could temporarily live and 
partake of meals together.  What could be the reason for 
such an annual occurrence?  We find two reasons for such 
a celebration in the Scripture. 



Lessons from Leviticus 
Tuesday, October 2: Read Deuteronomy 16 

(Continued) 

First, this feast was to be a reminder of their past history: 
  “. . .live in booths so your descendants will know that  

I had Israelites live in booths when I brought them  
out of Egypt.”  Leviticus 23:43)  

In other words, the people were to go back in a very  
literal way and be reminded of their nomadic existence 
prior to God bringing them into the Promised Land.  
Through the many centuries of their existence, God had 
always led and provided for His people.   

The second reason is found in today’s reading:   
“Celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles for seven days  

after you have gathered the produce of your threshing 
floor and your winepress.  Be joyful at your Feast— 

you, your sons and daughters, your menservants and 
maidservants, and the Levites, the aliens, the fatherless 

and the widows who live in your towns.”   
Deuteronomy 16:13-14   

The Feast of Firstfruits celebrated the first of the harvest, 
Pentecost corresponded to the wheat harvest, and now 
we have the final gathering of fruit at the end of the 
growing season.  Naturally, joy is the appropriate  
response to the Lord’s spiritual and physical provision 
throughout the year.   

In a number of ways, this reminds us of the spiritual roots 
of our national holiday of Thanksgiving.  For the bounty of 
the Lord sustains and maintains year in and year out!  

 

 



Lessons from Leviticus 
Wednesday, October 3: Read Zechariah 4 

Now perhaps you have been wondering how the Feast of 
Tabernacles (also referred to as the Feast of Booths)  
refers prophetically to the future.  The connection to the 
Israelites’ desert wanderings is clear.  The answer is that 
it appears to be a feast that looks both backwards and 
forwards.  Consider the following prophetic word:   

“Therefore behold, the days are coming,” declares the Lord, 
“when they will no longer say, ‘As the Lord lives, who 

brought up the sons of Israel from the land of Egypt,’ but, 
‘As the Lord lives, who brought up and led back the  

descendants of the household of Israel. . . and from all the 
countries I had driven them.’”  Jeremiah 23:7-8  

This passage speaks of a regathering of Israel—and not 
just those of the southern kingdom.  Consider further: 

“And I will make a covenant of peace with them;  
it will be an everlasting covenant. . .And I will place 

them and multiply them, and will set My sanctuary in 
their midst forever.  My dwelling place also will be  

with them; and I will be their God, and  
they will be My people. . .”  Ezekiel 37:26-28  

The Feast of Tabernacles also speaks prophetically of the 
time when God will regather and dwell among His people!  
It looks ahead to the Millennial Kingdom—a time yet to be 
fulfilled on God’s prophetic timetable.   

Then it will come about that any who are left of all the 
nations that went against Jerusalem will go up from 

year to year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and 
to celebrate the Feast of Booths.  Zechariah 14:16-17  

The joy associated with the dwelling of God, not only with 
His people but on earth, will be cause for celebration  
during His earthly reign.  What a glorious day it will be! 



Beginning Daniel 
Thursday, October 4: Psalm 115 

Completing our studies in Leviticus, we are going to take 
up another Old Testament book—Daniel.   Before we be-
gin, there is something we need to grasp that is stated 
very clearly in today’s reading:   

Our God is in heaven; He does whatever pleases Him. 
Psalm 115:3   

If we don’t understand this message from Psalm 115, we 
are likely to think that the book of Daniel is about the 
people of Israel and the people of Babylon, or the king of 
Israel versus the king of Babylon, or even Daniel and his 
three friends versus a pagan society.  In reality, the book 
of Daniel settles this single issue: the Most High God is 
sovereign over the affairs of men!    

God is sovereign over bad Israelite kings and a sinful peo-
ple; over the most powerful human ruler and nation in the 
world; and over the future of both Jew and Gentile.  For 
example, did the Israelites go into exile because King  
Nebuchadnezzar was more powerful?   

In the third year of the reign of  Jehoiakim king of 
Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to  
Jerusalem and besieged it.  And the Lord delivered  

Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand. . .  Daniel 1:1-2   

Did you catch it—the Lord delivered?  Certainly Nebuchad-
nezzar and Babylon were more powerful than Israel, but 
so was the king of Assyria in Hezekiah’s day.  Both were 
as nothing before the Lord.  Israel went into exile for one 
reason, God had said they would if they did not repent. 
They didn’t, and God’s sovereignty prevailed as it always 
will.  I trust we will develop a healthy appreciation for the 
sovereignty of God by the time we complete our reading 
of this Old Testament historical and prophetical book.   



Beginning Daniel 
Friday, October 5: Read Daniel 1 

As the book of Daniel opens, this is the historical setting:  
Egypt has been soundly defeated, leaving Babylon as the 
regional superpower.  Israel is open for the taking, and 
with God’s hand of protection withdrawn, the first depor-
tation of Israelites into exile in Babylon begins in 605 BC.  
This first group contained much of the nobility in Jerusa-
lem—including Daniel and his three friends.  Once in Baby-
lon, the deportees entered an intensive period of training, a 
large part of which was to train them in the superior ways 
of Babylon and erase their Jewishness.  In short, it was a 
period of indoctrination or re-programming.  This is obvious 
as early as Verses 6-7.   

Let me show you the battle for the minds that is under-
way.  It is clearly revealed in the issue of names.  The 
name Daniel means God is Judge, and the Babylonians 
decide he should be known as Bel’s prince.  Hananiah’s 
name means Jehovah is gracious, but now he is required 
to respond to a name that means under the command of 
Aku (god of the moon).  Mishael, who’s name means who 
is like our God, is given a name that means who is like 
Aku.  And finally, Azariah, whose name means Jehovah 
has helped is given a name that means servant of Nebo 
(god of wisdom).    

Right from the start, the Babylonians were trying to un-
dermine the deported Israelites’ trust in their God.  What 
a huge temptation this must have been for those who 
hoped to survive in this new culture.  The truth is, the 
world is always trying to undermine our faith, to pressure 
us to fit it and to turn our backs on our faith.  In fact, I 
would suggest that the political correctness of our day is 
just a modern day effort to change our names, to force us 
to accept an alternative view of reality! 



Beginning Daniel 
Monday, October 8: Read Ezekiel 10‐11 

In coming to the book of Daniel, we face a question that 
has been asked countless times by both Jew and Chris-
tian, “How could God let this happen?”  Let me respond 
by asking you a question, Does God care more about our 
circumstances or His glory?  I think today’s reading an-
swers that question decisively!   

Although today’s reading is two chapters filled with a 
great deal of symbolism, we should note two things.  
First, the biggest takeaway from these two chapters is 
that the glory of God has departed from His people.  
God’s glory moves to the threshold of the temple (10:4), 
then to the east gate of the temple (10:19); and finally 
leaves the city of Jerusalem altogether (11:22).   

The sin of the people has reached the point that the glory 
of God is departing from them.  As the book of Ezekiel 
continues, the cause and effect of sin and captivity at the 
hands of the Babylonians is laid bare.   

Continued on the next page. 



Beginning Daniel 
Monday, October 8: Read Ezekiel 10‐11 

(Continued) 
Do the people suffer terribly during the exile?  Yes!  How 
could God let this happen?  You might say His hand was 
forced!  Would He allow a sinful people to continue to 
reap the blessings of association with Himself, or would 
He choose to honor His own glory and allow His people to 
suffer the consequences for their persistent evil choices?  
God’s Word makes the answer clear.  We do very well to 
consider the ramifications in our own lives.  I might say it 
like this: Do not abuse the grace of God for He disciplines 
those He loves. (Hebrews 12:6)   

The second thing we should learn from this reading is that 
there is always hope!  Re-read Ezekiel 11:16-17.  God 
says He will regather and restore!  How gracious is our 
God!  Ezekiel 43 documents the return of the glory of God 
during a yet future reign—a reference to His Millennial 
Kingdom.  God longs to dwell among His people, to be 
their God, and to bless them. Can we not learn from God’s 
Word the absolute futility of living our lives anywhere else 
but in His will?  And all God’s people said, “Amen!” 



Beginning Daniel 
Tuesday, October 9: Read Jeremiah 29 

We are still connecting with Daniel 1, and today we con-
sider what is at the heart of a life that is well-lived before 
the Lord.  Why were Daniel and his three friends able to 
live such noteworthy lives in the midst of pagan Babylon?  
Apparently, they stand in contrast to the thousands of 
other Jewish exiles also in Babylon.  I would suggest one 
thing from the well-known narrative of Daniel 1:8-f,  

Daniel resolved not to defile himself with  
the royal food and wine. . .   

Now, it is impossible to believe 
that Daniel has survived to this 
point without violating some 
provision of the Mosaic Law.  
He wouldn’t have survived the 
long march from Jerusalem to 
Babylon without eating non-
kosher food. He also knows 
from the teaching of Jeremiah 
(Jeremiah 29:5-f)  that the Jews 
are to settle down in Babylon 
and prosper.   

Let me suggest what is going 
on in Daniel’s thinking.  Right 
on the heels of the efforts to brain-wash those selected 
for government service, Daniel decides it is time to draw 
the line!  What is on his mind is an understanding that 
God desires His people to: 

 “. . . come out from them and be separate,” says the 
Lord.  “Touch no unclean thing and I will receive you.”   

II Corinthians 6:17 from Isaiah 52:11   

Continued on the next page. 

 



Beginning Daniel 
Tuesday, October 9: Read Jeremiah 29 

(Continued) 
Here is the point of application.  In the midst of efforts to 
replace his Jewish heritage and connection to the God of 
Abraham, Daniel has decided to maintain his separation 
from the corrosive effects of the culture.  He has ceased 
to think about merely surviving.  Instead, he is thinking 
about living a God-honoring life.   

I call this the Boundary-Line principle.  The world always 
seeks to ensnare us and draw us back into its way of 
thinking and behaving.  Our calling is not to see how close 
we can get to the world and still somehow maintain our 
Christian walk.  On the contrary, we need to stay well 
clear of the boundary line between worldliness and godli-
ness.  For in seeing how close we can get to the boundary 
line is to have already crossed over and compromised the 
potential for sanctification!   

I would suggest that is the reason we know the names of 
just three of the exiles.  Let me ask, “Do our names stand 
out as lives well-lived?”  



Beginning Daniel 
Wednesday, October 10: Read John 16 

So Daniel makes his case to the official tasked with taking 
care of those being brought into the king’s service.  The 
official, in fear of his own life, reluctantly agrees to a trial 
period of a diet of vegetables and water.  At the end of 
the trial, Daniel and his three compatriots appear healthier 
than those on the royal diet.   

The first thing to settle is this: God chose to supernatu-
rally bless Daniel and friends with robust health.  I know 
many in our day will disagree with that conclusion, argu-
ing for the benefits of a vegetarian diet.  But the text 
makes it clear, not only were these four young men 
robustly healthy in appearance, but  

To these four young men God gave knowledge  
and understanding of all kinds of literature  

and learning.  Daniel 1:17 

Notice, it does not say, vegetables gave, but God gave!  
Now at this point, we can applaud Daniel for the stand he 
has taken and marvel at God’s supernatural provision.   
We can also learn a very important point of application 
regarding the Christian life.   

Continued on the next page. 

 



Beginning Daniel 
Wednesday, October 10: Read John 16 

(Continued) 
It is very tempting to think: Daniel has been faithful, God 
has blessed, and they lived happily ever after!  In reality, 
look at what actually comes from Daniel’s faithfulness.  In 
just a short time he is going to be threatened with death 
because of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, his friends are going 
to be thrown into the fiery furnace, he is going to survive 
the taking of Babylon by the Medes, and he is going to be 
thrown into the lion’s den because of jealous colleagues.  

Have you grasped the life challenges that came Daniel’s 
way?  After making it through the initial test of his faith in 
Chapter 1, Daniel has anything but a trouble-free life.  
That is because, as long as we are representing the Lord 
in this lost world, we can expect trials to come our way.  
Jesus said it like this: 

“I have told you these things so that in Me you  
may have peace.  In this world you will have trouble.  

But take heart!  I have overcome the world.”  John 16:33   

It is very helpful if we understand this is normal in the Sa-
tan’s world, lest we fall apart in the face of adversity.  To 
this end, Daniel is a marvelous example.  Consider his 
steadfastness in the face of adversity, and then realize we 
have the Hope 
of Glory residing 
within us—
something he 
did not have!  

Will not God  
enable us to do 
what he did—
and more? 



Return to Acts 
Thursday, October 11: Read Acts 8:1‐8,  

Romans 8:18‐28 
The opening narrative of Acts Chapter 8 illustrates per-
fectly a very familiar verse that we find in Romans, a 
verse which is always a challenge to apply in our lives.   

And we know that in all things God works for the good 
of those who love Him, who have been called according to 

His purpose.  Romans 8:28   

The murder of Stephen over his Christian testimony is 
grievous.  The advice of Gamaliel back in Acts 5 to leave 
the Christians alone has been followed for a time, but it 
appears as if Satan has been stirring up the religious  
leaders behind the scenes:  

 At that time a great persecution broke out against the 
church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were 
scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.  Acts 8:1   

And now the scattering of the newly-formed church looks 
like a disaster.  But wait: 

Those who had been scattered preached  
the Word wherever they went.  Acts 8:4  

And beginning with Philip, the next portion of Acts is  
going to document how the Gospel spread and took hold 
—first in Samaria and then further out from Jerusalem.  It 
is almost as if the fledgling church in Jerusalem was  
having such sweet fellowship, that they forgot the words 
of Jesus at the time of His ascension: 

 “. . .you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem,  
and in all Judea and Samaria and  

to the ends of the earth.”  Acts 1:8   

Continued on the next page. 

 



Return to Acts 
Thursday, October 11: Read Acts 8:1‐8,  

Romans 8:18‐28 (Continued) 
So although the persecution of the church in Acts 8 
caused much suffering and was certainly not good, God 
used it for good to begin the spread of the Church.  As we 
trust Him, He can do so with even our bleakest of circum-
stances.  If you took careful note in our reading today, 
you will have noticed the context for this well-known 
verse starts with the words:  

I consider that our present sufferings are not  
worth comparing with the glory that  
will be revealed in us.  Romans 8:18   

So, in context, we 
start with suffering 
and then move to 
God’s ability to use 
such suffering for 
good.  In Acts 8, we 
see the suffering of 
unwarranted perse-
cution, to God use-
ing such persecution 
to advance the 
cause of the Gospel 
bringing many into 
the family of God.  
Allow this historical 
example to convince 
you that God can do 
the same thing in your life.   

And all God’s people said, “Amen!” 

 



Return to Acts 
Friday, October 12: Read Joshua 24 

We are poised to begin another very challenging narrative 
starting with Acts 8:9-f.  But before we move forward, 
let’s take a look backward.  The last six chapters of Acts 
describe the beginning of the Church, and we need to 
spend at least a few moments pondering an answer to the 
question, “What kind of church do we want our local 
church to be?”   

There are, of course, many Scriptural ways to answer this 
question: How about an obedient, Great Commission  
Church, or a holy, without spot or blemish Church?  The 
reason it is worth pausing to ask this question is, that by 
the time we reach Chapter 8, the church has already 
passed through a number of trials.  These trials include 
sin within the church as well as persecution from without.   

Yet, as we begin Chapter 8, we see the church is still in 
the center of God’s will (after the nudge of a little perse-
cution) for the Gospel is going out and people are getting 
saved.  The church is always going to undergo trials, and 
when we undergo those inevitable trials, we want to come 
through them as successfully as did the early church.    

There are two things we need to understand about trials:  

1. Every trial that comes our way involves choices.  Adam 
and Eve faced choices when tempted in the garden.  
The Israelites faced choices when they entered the 
promised land.  Joshua said it this way: 
 . . .choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, 

whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the 
River, or the gods of the Amorites. . . But as for me and 
my household we will serve the Lord.   Joshua 24:14-15   

Continued on the next page. 



Return to Acts 
Friday, October 12: Read Joshua 24  

(Continued) 

2. Every choice has consequences associated with it.  
John the Baptist makes this so clear in John 3:36:   

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life,  
but whoever rejects the Son will not see life,  

for God’s wrath remains on him. 

Every human being will choose to either believe in 
Christ’s work on his or her behalf, or persist in unbe-
lief.  The thing that so many have ignored is that there 
are eternal consequences associated with that choice!  
You see, there is no way to separate the consequence 
for unbelief from the choice of unbelief!     

So for a few days let’s ponder deeply the choices faced by 
every local church, and the consequences that go along 
with those choices.  The intent is that we might wisely 
choose the kind of local church we want to be—to the 
glory of God. 



Return to Acts 
Monday, October 15: Read I Corinthians 5 

From Acts Chapter 5, we learned the first choice we, as a 
church, are going to have to make is: Will we tolerate sin 
in the church?   It is always a problem when there is sin 
among God’s people.  You can see it in the admonition of 
Joshua to the Israelites:   

Keep away from the devoted things, so that  
you will not bring about your own destruction  

by taking any of them.  Otherwise you will make  
the camp of Israel liable to destruction  

and bring trouble on it.   Joshua 6:18-19   

Of course, when Achan did sin in Joshua 7 by taking some 
choice plunder, it wasn’t just he who suffered discipline.  
The entire community of Israel suffered via military defeat 
and Achan’s entire family died with him.   

We saw how quickly God reached in and acted when there 
was sin in the church in Acts 5.  We also see it again in  
I Corinthians 5 with Paul’s very clear guidance to the 
church to purge sin from among the body:   

Shouldn’t you rather have been filled with grief  
and have put out of your fellowship the man  

who did this?. . .  Don’t you know that a little yeast 
works through the whole batch of dough?   
Get rid of the old yeast. . .But now I am  

writing you that you must not associate  
with anyone who calls himself a brother,  

but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater  
or slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler.   

With such a man do not even eat. 
 I Corinthians 5:2, 6, 11 

 Continued on the next page. 

 



Return to Acts 
Monday, October 15: Read I Corinthians 5 

(Continued) 
As this chapter has made clear, there is an expectation of 
such things out there in the world, but they are com-
pletely out of place in the Church—the bride of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  So, the first choice we are going to have to 
make is to be alert to make sure that as people come into 
the church, they check their baggage at the door.  By that 
I refer to the fact that new or immature believers are very 
likely to bring worldliness along with them.   

Through steadfast declaration of the truth, and the loving 
care of those who have grown in grace and knowledge, 
we must make sure that no sin or bitterness takes root in 
our local fellowship.  For God has made clear His intent:   

“Come out from them and be separate, says the Lord. 
Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you.”  

II Corinthians 6:17 



Return to Acts 
Tuesday, October 16: Read Ephesians 4 

(Proverbs 6) 
The second choice that every local fellowship, including 
ours, must make is: Will we allow division in the church. 

This issue was raised for the early church when a per-
ceived injustice over the treatment of widows threatened 
its unity and therefore its witness and mission.  This is ex-
actly what Satan is waiting for, to find the tiniest crack or 
crevice of disunity. He will place his wedge right there and 
start to drive it in. 

Satan’s goal is to split people over one issue or another.  
Who does he use to accomplish his goals?  He uses peo-
ple in the church!  How can that be, you ask?  Any time 
an individual starts to sow seeds of disunity—whether it 
be by complaining, attacking leadership, or over doctrinal 
matters—he or she is playing a role in Satan’s strategy.  
Worse yet, when people in the church bring some com-
plaint from outside the church into the fellowship, it is like 
opening a gate to the enemy.   

Continued on the next page. 



Return to Acts 
Tuesday, October 16: Read Ephesians 4 

(Proverbs 6) (Continued) 
We all need to be on guard against sowing seeds of  
disunity in the church by being someone else’s pawn: 

These six things the Lord hates, Yes, seven are  
an abomination to Him. . .one who sows discord  

among brethren.  Proverbs 6:16-19   

On the other hand, our standard is very clear:   
Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit  

through the bond of peace.  Ephesians 4:3   

This passage in Ephesians goes on to show that our unity 
is meant to center in such things as the Gospel message, 
reaching the lost, preaching the Word, the filling of the 
Spirit, and our new life in Christ.  As you can see, it is not 
unity purely for unity’s sake!   

Now from a practical standpoint, how do we avoid dis-
unity?  Bring problems or concerns to those in the church 
who can either address them or fix them, rather than cre-
ating factions and recruiting others to your point of view.  

 Now I plead with you brethren. . . that there  
be no divisions among you. . .Is Christ divided?    

I Corinthians 1:10-13    

For whenever there is disunity: our witness is compro-
mised, evangelism grinds to a halt, and the joy of the 
Lord in service is much more difficult to realize.  I am not 
saying we currently have a problem.  On the contrary, I 
am saying that we have a choice to make.  In fact, we are 
going to be called to make it over and over again.  That  
choice is to address and quell disunity, should it occur, by 
maintaining the unity of the Spirit through the bond of 
peace.  



Return to Acts 
Wednesday, October 17: Read Ezekiel 33 

One final choice that we, and every local body of believ-
ers, every local church, must make is: How are we going 
to respond to pressure?  Now by the term pressure, I am 
not talking about something that deserves rebuke, I am 
talking about the pressure that will invariably come from 
proclaiming a pure Gospel message in the Satan’s world.  
For there will be pressure from being clear about such 
things as the Biblical truths that God is holy, that man is a 
sinner in need of a Savior, and that Jesus Christ is the one 
and only savior.   

How are we going to respond when the world pushes 
back against the Good News?  Here are a few options:   
1. Fold our tent and let the pressure silence the message. 
2. Change the message so that it becomes more palat-

able to those pushing back.   
3. Hunker down and stockpile food and water waiting for 

the Rapture!   
4. Persist in proclaiming the message through thick and 

thin as if our calling was to bear witness to the person 
and work of Christ and to act as His ambassadors to a 
lost and dying world!   

Continued on the next page. 

 



Return to Acts 
Wednesday, October 17: Read Ezekiel 33 

(Continued) 
I love how succinctly this role is laid out in Ezekiel Chapter 
33 using the concept of a watchman.  Although a number 
of scenarios unfold regarding the receptivity of the listen-
ers, it is very clear that our one single obligation is to be 
the faithful watchman who sounds the alarm.  In Gospel 
terms, this means we are to proclaim the Gospel for it 
alone has the power to save!   

Make no mistake about it, persecution will always come to 
a church that is intent on proclaiming the Gospel to the 
lost.  The early chapters of Acts and Stephen’s martyrdom 
in Acts 6-8 make this clear.  So we must decide what kind 
of church we want to be.  Over the course of the past few 
days I have made these suggestions regarding the kind of 
church we should be:  

1. A church that is engaged in the process of sanctifica-
tion and therefore excluding the leaven of this world.  

2. A church that is committed to unity around the truth 
and the need to bear witness to the saving Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  

3. A church that intends to be found faithful in keeping a 
pure message and proclaiming the truth, whether it is 
responded to, ignored, or vigorously opposed because: 

 . . .man is destined to die once, and after that  
to face judgment. . . Hebrews 9:27 

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life,  
but whoever rejects the Son will not see life,  
for God’s wrath remains on him.  John 3:36   

As you can see, there is no middle ground! 
 



Return to Acts 
Thursday, October 18: Read Acts 8:14‐25 

In writing the book of Acts, Luke—under the direction of 
the Holy Spirit—has given us a marvelous selection of  
vignettes that provide a picture of the growth and devel-
opment of the early church.  Today’s reading is one such 
example and could be entitled:  All Kinds of Lost Are  
Getting Saved!   

We have already seen that because of persecution those 
fleeing have arrived in Samaria and, in keeping with God’s 
will, have been preaching the Gospel.   

Those who had been scattered preached the Word  
wherever they went.  Acts 8:4  

There has been a great response to the Word preached 
and a multitude have been saved.  Then we meet Simon!  
In him, we have someone deeply involved in the occult, 
apparently manifesting demonic power, and therefore 
with quite a large following.   

Continued on the next page. 

 



Return to Acts 
Thursday, October 18: Read Acts 8:14‐25 

(Continued) 
But Simon’s following left him, because: 

 . . .when they believed Philip as he preached  
the good news of the kingdom of God  

and the name of Jesus Christ,  
they were baptized, both men and women. 

Acts 8:12   

The Gospel has already shown its power to save Jews, 
now Samaritans and shortly Gentiles.  For the Gospel: 

 . . .is the power of God for the salvation  
for everyone who believes:   

first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 
 Romans 1:16  

Then something even more amazing happens!  Simon 
himself believed and followed his conversion with a  
believer’s baptism!  So now, we have proof-positive that 
the Gospel even has the power to save one who is deeply 
entrenched in the things of Satan.  That’s why the Bible  
says in Romans 1:16: 

 . . .for everyone who believes. . . 

It doesn’t matter how overtly bad the life or how out-
wardly refined, salvation is available.  Jesus died for a lost 
and desperately needy human race and His work is com-
pletely efficacious to save all who will put their faith in 
Him!  What cause for rejoicing!  It would be nice if the 
narrative ended here and moved on to getting Gentiles 
saved!  However, something happens that puts quite a 
damper on things.  In fact, some have even gone so far 
as to say there is no cause whatsoever for rejoicing in the 
case of Simon.  We will have to study the text carefully, 
and decide for ourselves.   

 



Return to Acts 
Friday, October 19: Read I Peter 2 

In Acts 2 we read: 
 Those who accepted his 
(Peter’s) message were  

baptized, and about three 
thousand were added to 
their number that day.  

Acts 2:41  

In Acts 16 the Philippian 
jailor asked Paul and Silas 
what he needed to do to get 
saved, they replied: 

 Believe in the Lord Jesus, 
and you will be saved. . . 
then immediately he and 

all his family were  
baptized.  Acts 16:31,33   

The human author of Acts, Luke, is making clear a pattern 
that is later confirmed at the Jerusalem Council in Acts 15.  
Both Jew and Gentile alike are saved by faith in Christ 
apart from the works of the Law.  So what does Luke 
carefully document regarding the former sorcerer Simon?  

 Simon also believed and was baptized.  Acts 8:13   

Furthermore, he clearly became a follower of the one who 
led him to the Lord.  Now as the narrative unfolds, a prob-
lem clearly develops.  First, as a former dabbler in the  
occult, Simon is occupied with the miraculous signs that 
are being done by Philip.  And then when Peter and John 
arrive and the Holy Spirit is poured out upon the Samari-
tan converts, Simon has an idea which he brings to Peter. 

Continued on the next page. 

 



Return to Acts 
Friday, October 19: Read I Peter 2 (Continued) 

Along with an offer of payment, Simon says: 
 Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom  

I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit. 
Acts 8:19   

First, Peter denounces the plan:  
May your money perish with you. . .  Acts 8:20 

Then, Peter identifies the root problem: 
 . . .I see that you are full of bitterness  

and captive to sin.  Acts 8:23   

Now, note Simon’s response to Peter’s rebuke:  
 Pray to the Lord for me so that nothing you have said 

may happen to me.  Acts 8:24   

How does this fit into our efforts at evangelism and the 
development of the early church?  It actually provides a 
very powerful backdrop for the admonition Peter gave to 
the churches to whom he ministered in Asia Minor: 

 Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, 
hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind.  Like  

newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by  
it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you 

have tasted that the Lord is good.  I Peter 2:1   

Do you see what Peter is saying?  In essence, his mes-
sage is, now that you are a Christian, you need to get rid 
of the baggage you brought with you into the Christian 
life.  Perhaps Peter’s experience with Simon at the begin-
ning of his ministry is what prompted him to be forceful at 
the end of his ministry in telling new believers to “get rid” 
of the old, and “crave pure spiritual milk” in order to grow.   



Return to Acts 
Monday, October 22: Read I Corinthians 3 

Who is Simon?  Let me suggest that he is a sinner saved 
by grace, who as a new believer acts out from the flesh.  
There are many who teach that his faith was not genuine, 
that he was just trying to somehow worm his way into the 
church.  There is no room in their theology for a carnal 
Christian—one who is following the dictates of the flesh 
rather than walking in the new life as God intends.  So, 
those who hold this view, simply declare that Simon was 
not truly saved.   

Is that what the text says?  Absolutely not!  Luke, the  
historian, reports on both Simon’s belief and his baptism.  
Further, there is not a single hint in the text of the ulterior 
motives falsely attributed to Simon and used to explain  
his sinful behavior.  What, then, is the explanation?  As a 
new and untaught believer, his sin nature has simply got-
ten the upper hand.  He is carnal.  Isn’t this exactly what 
happened to an entire church in Corinth?  Paul wrote: 

 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual 
people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. 

I Corinthians 3:1   

Notice Paul calls the Corinthians brethren and babes in 
Christ—indicating they are most certainly believers.  But 
they are certainly carnal, which is clear as you become  
familiar with the flow of I Corinthians.  It is a terrible lack 
of Christian love to dismiss a new believer as unsaved just 
because, in their spiritual immaturity, they act out in car-
nality.  It is equally unloving to tolerate it.  So, what should 
we do?  As Peter did, we should rebuke the behavior so 
that the carnal Christian might repent and confess his or 
her sin.  Then, we should come alongside and help him or 
her to grow by feeding the pure spiritual milk of the Word!   

 

 

 



Return to Acts 
Tuesday, October 23: Read I Timothy 3 

As we saw in yesterday’s reading, we need to be ready to 
brace and minister to those struggling with carnality on 
the personal level.  This can be challenging to do, but may 
be very necessary in the life of a family members or loved 
ones.  They may not respond in repentance as did Simon, 
but the alternative is to allow them to persist in their car-
nality.  Make no mistake, no spiritual fruit can come from 
such a life.   

Now that we have covered the personal level, I would like 
you to consider the lessons for the church that can be 
learned from this dramatic narrative of Simon’s conversion 
and early failure.  Here are a few of the many important 
things to be learned: 

1. You can expect a combination of the world, the flesh, 
and Satan to attempt to pervert anything that God is 
doing.  If Satan can’t keep a lost person in his domin-
ion, he will try to compromise his new life in Christ by 
using the things of this world as a lure to attract the 
sin nature within.   

2. New believers bring a lot of baggage with them into 
the Christian life.  The only antidote is the process of 
maturing which means replacing all that baggage with 
Divine Viewpoint—and that takes time. 

3. This need for spiritual growth explains Bible passages, 
such as I Timothy 3:6:  

He (the potential church leader) must not be a  
recent convert, or he may become conceited  

and fall under the same judgment as the Satan.   

 

 



Return to Acts 
Tuesday, October 23: Read I Timothy 3 

(Continued) 
All too often we ask a businessman to chair the Building 
Committee solely because of his business pedigree and 
forget to evaluate his level of spiritual growth.  Who 
knows, without the apostles on the scene, perhaps Simon 
would have been the first pastor of this church of new  
believers because of his natural abilities rather than be-
cause of his spiritual development or gifting.   

So again, I remind you of the pattern for new believers—
so succinctly stated in Ephesians 4:22-24:  

 . . .to put off your old self, which is being corrupted  
by its deceitful desires; to be made new in  
the attitude of your minds; and to put on  

the new self, created to be like God  
in true righteousness and holiness. 

 



Return to Acts 
Wednesday, October 24: Read Galatians 5 

One more thing for you to ponder!  What do you do if you 
wake up one morning and come face to face with being 
Simon?  In other words, you discover you have turned 
from your spiritual calling and instead let some desire of 
the flesh dominate your life.  Some very influential voices 
have said this is not possible for a true Christian, and they 
dismiss any such possibility.  Why then do the Scriptures 
contain such admonitions as this:  

So I say, walk by the Spirit and you will not gratify 
the desires of the sinful nature.  For the sinful nature 
desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit 

what is contrary to the sinful nature.  They are  
in conflict with each other. . .  Galatians 5:16-17  

It certainly looks as if there is a war going on within the 
Christian, which in fact he or she can lose.  So again, I 
ask, what do we need to do 
if we realize we are  
tangled up in sin?  Let me 
suggest a few things:   

1. Start by doing what  
Peter told Simon to do:  

 Repent of this  
wickedness and pray  

to the Lord. 
Acts 8:22   

In other words, we need 
to change our minds 
about the behavior, turn 
to the Lord, and confess 
the sin in accordance with I John 1:9.  

 



Return to Acts 
Wednesday, October 24: Read Galatians 5 

(Continued) 
2. Then, we need to understand God’s gift.  Sin always 

makes us feel so unworthy!  We are unworthy, but  
Jesus saved us anyhow.  The payment for our sin “is 
finished.” (John 19:30).  And thank God that Jesus: 

 . . .is able to save completely those who come  
to God through Him, because He always  

lives to intercede for them. 
Hebrews 7:25   

When do we really need this intercession?  Do we 
need it when everything is going well, or when it is not 
going so well?  The answer is obvious, we need this 
intercession on our Simon kind of days!  

3. Finally, get back to craving the pure spiritual milk of 
the Word: 
. . .so that by it you may grow up in your salvation. . .  

I Peter 2:1   

And, as we learned yesterday, continue: 
 . . .to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by 
its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of 
your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be 

like God in true righteousness and holiness. 
Ephesians 4:22-24   

Note that all such guidance in the Scriptures is to the 
saved, not the lost.  Implicit in all such guidance is the  
potential for failure.  Praise God that He who has begun a 
good work will carry it on to completion (Philippians 1:6) while 
we stand firm in the truth we are accepted in the  Beloved! 
(Ephesians 1:6)  And, all God’s people said, “Amen!” 
 



Return to Acts 
Thursday, October 25: Read Acts 8:26‐40 

At the beginning of Chapter 
8, Philip was doing evan-
gelistic work in Samaria.  
Now, the Lord directs him 
down to the Desert Road in 
Gaza.  There he meets an 
important official from 
Ethiopia on his way back 
home after worshipping in 
Jerusalem.  A couple of 
things to note:   

1. This is a long journey.  
Philip has to go from 
Samaria, north and east 
of Jerusalem to Gaza, 
which is to the southwest.   

2. The Ethiopian is following the traditional route back 
home—west through the mountains from Jerusalem 
and then along the coastal highway back to Ethiopia.  
This was a kingdom south of Egypt corresponding to 
modern day Sudan.  Interestingly enough, Rome was 
considered the center of the world at that time, while 
Ethiopia was considered to be the ends of the earth.  
The Church is getting in sync with the call of Jesus to 
be His witnesses in: 

 . . .Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the uttermost  
ends of the earth!  Acts 1:8 

3. Philip reminds us of something important, for he was a 
deacon: 

. . .a man of good reputation and full of  
the Holy Spirit and wisdom.  Acts 6:3 



Return to Acts 
Thursday, October 25: Read Acts 8:26‐40 

Yet, we see that Philip is also a gifted evangelist and 
very willing to use his gifting as the Lord calls.   

When the Holy Spirit baptizes 
into the Body of Christ, He gra-
ciously bestows one or more 
spiritual gifts.  The Holy Spirit 
also enables, and there is no 
telling where things will lead.  
Philip has obviously left his  
deacon duties in Jerusalem  
behind.  Are you and I as willing 
to move as the Lord leads?   

Now, back to the Ethiopian 
Eunuch, who is obviously a  
spiritually sensitive man.  He is 
attracted to Judaism, has been 
worshipping in Jerusalem, and is now reading Isaiah on 
his way back home.  The fact that he has his own copy of 
Scripture from which to read indicates His wealth and  
interest for they would have cost a great deal!   

But, despite his importance and wealth, he cannot under-
stand the Scriptures.  What a great illustration of the  
condition of every lost person—no matter how privileged:   

The natural man does not receive the things  
of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him;  

nor can he know them, because they are  
spiritually discerned.  I Corinthians 2:15   

How then does anyone get saved?  The short answer is 
that God acts!  We’ll work on the longer answer to this 
question tomorrow.  



Return to Acts 
Friday, October 26: Read John 16 

How does any lost person come to the Lord?  We closed 
with this question yesterday, and it is important to under-
stand just how great is the obstacle of unbelief that must 
be overcome in order for the lost to be saved!  Neverthe-
less, God has acted in such a way that man is without ex-
cuse for failing to come.  Consider the following:  

1. God is the great initiator in any lost member of the  
human race being reconciled to Him through His Son.  
If God hadn’t acted first, no one would come!  For the 
spiritually dead do not, of their own accord, seek life.  

2. How does this work?  All three members of the Trinity 
are involved.   

The Father—“No one can come  
to Me (Jesus) unless the  
Father who sent Me draws  
him. . .”  John 6:44   

The Son—“But I, when I  
am lifted up from the  
earth, I will draw all men  
to myself.”  John 12:32   

The Spirit—“When He comes,  
He will convict the world of guilt  
in regard to sin and righteousness  
and judgment:  in regard to sin, because men  
do not believe in Me. . .”  John 16:8   

3. Some have falsely concluded from John 6:44 that the 
Father decides ahead of time whom He will draw and 
whom He will not.  All three passages must be consid-
ered.  Note how both John 12 and John 16 make it 
clear that all men and the world are being drawn.   

 



Return to Acts 
 Friday, October 26: Read John 16 (Continued) 

4. Note the one issue of sin upon which the Holy Spirit is 
going to focus: unbelief in God’s provision for our sal-
vation, which is the person and work of Jesus Christ!   

So let’s answer our initial question, “How does any lost 
person get saved?”  Lost people get saved because the 
Father draws, the Son draws, and the Spirit convicts!  
And, when a person responds to this drawing and, in turn, 
believes in the person and work of Christ, another human 
being is transferred from the dominion of Satan into the 
Kingdom of the Son.   

It is clear that Ethiopian has been very responsive.  And, 
praise God, Philip gives him the truth he needs to believe.  
Do you see our role in all of this?  Trust in God to do the 
drawing, while concentrating on providing the content of 
truth that allows all you meet to believe!  



Return to Acts 
Monday, October 29: Read Isaiah 53 

As we close our consideration of Philip and the Ethiopian, 
three things to consider:   

1. The Ethiopian was reading from the Old Testament, 
words written many centuries before the coming of 
Christ, and yet the text speaks so poignantly:   

Surely He took up our infirmities and carried  
our sorrows. . .He was pierced for our transgressions  

and crushed for our iniquities. . .He was led like  
a lamb to the slaughter. . .  Isaiah 53:4-7  

It is no wonder that Philip could use Isaiah Chapter 53 
to speak of Jesus, for it is clearly talking about Him.  
That is because the Bible is actually His-story—the un-
folding of God’s great redemptive plan for history.   



Return to Acts 
Monday, October 29: Read Isaiah 53  

(Continued) 
2. The Ethiopian responds to the good news about Jesus 

as Messiah by asking to be baptized.  We can be confi-
dent this man has trusted in Christ as this important 
foreign official asks to be publicly identified, not with 
Judaism, but with the message of Christ crucified in 
fulfillment of the Scriptures.   

Now brothers, I want to remind you of the Gospel  
I preached to you. . .Christ died for our sins  

according to  the Scriptures, that He was buried,  
that He was raised on the third day  

according to the Scriptures. . .  
I Corinthians 15:1-4   

3. Philip’s Gospel work with the eunuch is done, and the 
Lord supernaturally moves him on to other ministry.  
But the work of the Ethiopian is just beginning.  There 
are extra-Biblical sources that speak of a great spread 
of early Christianity in Ethiopia.  Perhaps this is the  
origin of that spread of the gospel: a man born-again 
as a new creation in Christ, returning to His country as 
an ambassador for Christ, filled with the power of the 
Holy Spirit, and speaking of God’s love for lost man-
kind with great boldness!   

For this is God’s plan—even to the uttermost ends of the 
earth: 

. . .for there is no other name under heaven  
(than that of Jesus) given to men  

by which we must be saved!   
Acts 4:12   

 

 



Return to Daniel 
Tuesday, October 30: Read Daniel 2:1‐18 

As we return to our reading in Daniel, we see that Daniel 
and his three com-
panions have been 
taken into the 
kings service.  
They have survived 
the challenge of 
Chapter 1, and you 
might say they are 
learning the ropes 
in the service of 
the king of this pa-
gan, but mighty, 
land.   

As Chapter 2 
opens, we see that 
the king has a 
dream that deeply 
troubles him.  By 
the time we are 
done, it will be 
clear that this 
dream is from the Lord.  Naturally, the king wants an  
interpretation of the dream.  This is a task that would fall 
to his cohort of wise men, which now includes Daniel and 
his three friends.   

But there is a catch.  Nebuchadnezzar wants his wise men 
to first reveal the contents of the dream and then interpret 
it.  In short, he wants to test how wise they really are!   

 

 



Return to Daniel 
Tuesday, October 30: Read Daniel 2:1‐18 

(Continued) 
Of course the wise men are none too happy about this,  
especially given the conditions laid out by the king,  

If you do not tell me what my dream was  
and interpret it, I will have you cut into pieces  
and your houses turned into piles of rubble. 

 Daniel 2:5   

Apparently all of this 
drama has been going on 
when Daniel is informed 
that he and his three 
friends are about to be 
put to death for the fail-
ure of those above him to  
reveal the dream.   

Once Daniel understands 
what is going on, he 
takes a course of action 
which shows his spiritual 
maturity despite his 
young age.  He asks for 
time in order to give the 
king his answer, he gath-
ers his three friends, and they in turn: 

 . . .plead for mercy from the God of heaven concerning 
this mystery. . .  Daniel 2:18   

Do you think this is meant to illustrate the pattern we 
should always follow when a crisis comes our way?  
 

 



Return to Daniel 
Wednesday October 31: Read Daniel 2:19‐49 

God preserves Daniel and his three friends in dramatic 
fashion, but that is hardly the main point of the narrative.  
Let me point out a few things that are:   

1. Daniel 2:20-23 is the key text of the chapter, and per-
haps the book.  For this book is in the Bible not so 
much to give us historical information about Babylon 
and Israel, or about the consequences of sin, or any 
number of other truths at the human level.  This book 
is in the Bible to settle the issue of who’s in charge, 
and these verses make it abundantly clear:   

Praise be the name of God for ever and ever. . . . 
He changes times and seasons;  

He sets up kings and deposes them. . .  

In reality, this is what the dream is about.  In fact, 
Nebuchadnezzar is going to learn this very principle 
the hard way in just a few chapters.   

2. If Verses 20-23 are the short version of the lesson, 
then the dream and its interpretation are the longer 
version.  The graphic on the next page summarizes the 
dream, its interpretation, and its historical outwork-
ing—some of which remain prophetic.   

3. The details are fascinating, but again the key message 
is contained in Verses 44-f:  

In the time of those kings, the God of heaven  
will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed. . . 

It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them  
to an end, but it will itself endure forever. 



Return to Daniel 
Wednesday October 31: Read Daniel 2:19‐49 

(Continued) 

In short, what we have is a prophetic declaration of  
gentile world history and how it will end.   

We will study more on this in the days to come.  In the 
meantime, don’t forget: God is in control and will bring all 
things under His dominion!   
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