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Foreword 
As we move into the final quarter of the year, we’ll con-
tinue our readings in the book 
of Ephesians, our study of Old 
Testament characters, and con-
clude our investigation of what 
we have called Gospel Culture.   
I will tell you that there are 
some good things in store this 
month.  That is only because 
every time we go to the Word 
of God for the purpose of shar-
ing God’s thoughts, affections, 
and purposes, we can expect a 
blessing! 
In His grace,  
 
 
Kevin Redig 
 
 
 
 
 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 
 



Lessons in Ephesians 
Tuesday, October 1: Read Matthew 5 

I want to refer back to Ephesians 5:1: 
Be imitators of God, therefore as dearly loved  
children. . .   

We see something very similar in today’s reading:   
Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect.                Matthew 5:48 

These two passages have set the bar 
impossibly high!  And then, add:  

And walk in love, as Christ also 
has loved us. . .    Ephesians 5:2 

How did He love us?  He died in  
our place, the righteous for the un-
righteous.  The bar is now out of 
sight up in the clouds somewhere!  
There are two ways to respond to 
this kind of Scriptural call:  
1. Consider it to be impossible, and just chalk it up to  

hyperbole.  Then just do the best you can, which, of 
course, is to aim for under the bar.  Does that sound 
right to you?   

2. A second response, and the one we are looking for is 
to simply say, “Of course!”   

For given everything we have learned in the book of 
Ephesians, it couldn’t be any other way.  We have been 
accepted in the Beloved, with an exalted position in Christ, 
so, of course, we should be imitating God.  Given our  
union with Christ, why would we want anything less than 
conformity to the image of our Savior?   

Continued on the next page. 
 



Lessons in Ephesians 
Tuesday, October 1: Read Matthew 5 

(Continued) 

A few things for you to consider:   
1. If we have been brought into the family of God and 

are co-heirs with Christ so that we have every spiritual 
blessing, should we not anticipate the highest of call-
ings upon our lives?    

2. This is God’s way—the grace way!  He blesses us first, 
and then calls for our devotion to follow.  And, natu-
rally, He provides what we need to follow through!   

3. From our own resources, we are going to have trouble 
wrapping our minds around living up to such a high 
calling.  We simply need to turn to the Word, learn 
God’s provision for living such a life, and then put our 
trust in His provision.  

You see, the Christian Life is a supernatural kind of life 
from beginning to end!  As we shall see, it involves the 
Word of God and the Spirit of God.   
 
 



Lessons in Ephesians 
Wednesday, October 2:  
Read Ephesians 5:8-14 

Here is another verse to consider memorizing:  
For you were once darkness, but now you are light 
in the Lord.  Live as children of light. . .  Ephesians 5:8   

Let’s extract what we can from this passage: 
1. Could this verse mean anything other than: You were 

once lost and now are saved; once you had a destiny 
of eternal separation (damnation), and now you have 
a home in heaven?   

2. Why the reference to darkness?  Darkness is the con-
trast to Jesus, who is the true light:  
The true light that gives light to every man was 
coming into the world.        John 1:9   
We were all born in Satan’s dominion which is the  
dominion of darkness.  So whenever a lost person 
turns to Christ in faith, they are:  
. . .rescued. . . from the dominion of darkness 
and brought. . . into the kingdom of the Son. . .   
             Colossians 1:13   

3. If we have indeed been brought out of the darkness 
and are now in the Kingdom of light—in union with our 
risen Savior—then we have to be the light in the Lord!  
For He is perfect light, in Him there is no darkness at 
all. (I John 1:5)  If we are as intimately united with Him 
as the book of Ephesians says we are, then we too are 
in the light—solely as the result of our relationship with 
Jesus Christ. 

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons in Ephesians 
Wednesday, October 2:  

Read Ephesians 5:8-14 (Continued) 
4. That brings us to 

the most natural 
of applications:  
Live as children 
of light.  For to 
live any other 
way would be 
completely out of 
character with 
our transference 
from darkness to 
light!   

5. The very fact 
that Paul is  
commanding us 
to live consistent 
with our new position in the light means that it is pos-
sible for us to fail.  Any time Christians go back to the 
deeds of darkness from which they were rescued, they 
have trespassed, spiritually speaking, to a place where 
they no longer belong.    

6. Finally, this passage is so important in terms of  
sequence.  Here is the Divine order: First we are trans-
ferred from darkness to light as the result of our faith 
in Christ; then we are to live consistent with our new 
status.  We don’t change our behavior to get saved, 
God works to change our behavior because we are 
saved!  



Lessons in Ephesians 
Thursday, October 3:  

Read Ephesians 5:15-20 
The text of Ephesians is so rich with truth, is it not?  For 
today, did you notice that the text presents us with an  
application:  

See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools 
but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days 
are evil.              Ephesians 5:15-16  

Do you see that the text has brought us to exactly the 
same point it has many times before: Given that we are 
light in the Lord, we are to redeem the time!  It might as 
well have said: Given that you have been blessed with 
every spiritual blessing in Christ, have been raised up with 
Him and are seated in the heavenlies, and are children of 
light, then walk worthy of the calling you have received, 
be imitators of God, and redeem the time!   
I hope you have noticed this is a summary of the first five 
chapters of Ephesians.  God has abundantly blessed us, 
and then calls us to respond to what He has provided.  I 
think of this as God blessing us first, and then calling us to 
devotion.  This is what unconditional love from the Crea-
tor to the crea-
ture looks like.  
Don’t fail to  
notice the com-
mand to redeem 
the time.    I refer 
you again to our 
three tenses of 
salvation.   

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons in Ephesians 
Thursday, October 3:  

Read Ephesians 5:15-20 (Continued) 
Chapter 5 of the book of Ephesians is talking about the 
present tense—the number of days God gives us on this 
earth.  Because of who and what we are in Christ, God 
wants us to redeem the time—every single day of it.  It is 
as if we could purchase time, and indeed we do when we 
choose to live for Him bearing witness to Him and in  
obedience to His Word.   
Just one thing to note!  This redeeming of the time is only 
possible through the filling of the Spirit (Verse 18) and 
that’s our subject for tomorrow!  

  



Lessons in Ephesians 
Friday, October 4: Read John 14 

For the next few days we are going to focus on the Holy 
Spirit.  And that’s because we simply cannot pass by: 

. . .understand what the Lord’s will is.  Do not get 
drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery.  Instead, 
be filled with the Spirit.         Ephesians 5:17-18 

A few things to note:   
1. It is God’s will that every single believer in Jesus Christ 

be filled with the Holy Spirit—all the time!   
2. Notice that it is not a given.  It is the Lord’s will, but in 

the text it is one of two options.  It is either we are 
filled or we are not filled. 

3. In the plan of God, He has provided the Holy Spirit to 
influence and guide the soul of redeemed mankind.  
So, in essence, the Christian must make a choice 
about what it is that is going to influence the soul.  In 
the text, one possibility is alcohol, but there are many 
other lusts of the flesh which would be glad to do so.   

4. The soul does not operate in neutral or in a vacuum.    
It is going to respond to something and God desires it 
to be the Holy Spirit!  Now this naturally brings us to 
the question: What exactly does it mean to be filled 
with the Holy Spirit?   That’s where today’s reading 
comes in: 
“And I will ask the Father, and He will give you  
another Counselor to be with you forever—the 
Spirit of truth.”             John 14:16   

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons in Ephesians 
Friday, October 4: Read John 14 (Continued) 

The disciples are understandably upset at the news that 
Jesus is going to return to the Father.  Part of Jesus’  
response to their concern is His declaration that He will 
ask, and the Father will answer, by sending the Holy 
Spirit.   
Did you notice that Jesus said, another Counselor?  The 
word another means another of the same kind.  In other 
words, the Father is going to send another member of the 
Trinity.  The term Counselor means an encourager, one 
who comes alongside and supports, guides, chides, and 
instructs.   Much more to come! 



Lessons in Ephesians 
Monday, October 7: Read I Corinthians 6 

As believers in Jesus Christ, it is a matter of faith for us 
that the Father has sent the Spirit to be in each of us.  We 
see that validated and amplified in today’s reading:  

Do you not know that your body is a temple of the 
Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received 
from God?              I Corinthians 6:19   

There are a number of things we should know:   
1. If you have placed your faith in Christ, then the Holy 

Spirit has taken up residence in your body.  This is  
often referred to as the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  

2. The indwelling of the Spirit is essential, but it is not the 
same as the filling of the Spirit as described in Ephe-
sians 5. 

3. The indwelling of the Spirit is something the believer 
cannot lose!  The Corinthian believers were involved in 
sexual sin, and Paul argues that sinning in this manner 
was completely inappropriate because they were sin-
ning while indwelt with the Spirit.  If the Spirit does 
not leave during the commission of sexual sin, then He 
has taken up residence permanently.   

4. It is interesting to note that the Spirit is said to reside 
in our bodies—as if God has provided something within 
the believer to counteract the sin nature.  And, let’s 
not, as we ponder the filling of the Spirit, forget Paul’s 
conclusion in I Corinthians 6:19-20: 
You are not your own; you were bought at a price.  
Therefore honor God with your bodies.   

And what are the means by which we can honor God with 
our bodies—by walking worthy of who we are in Christ, 
and allowing the indwelling Spirit of God to fill us—daily!  
We’ll continue to investigate this tomorrow. 



Lessons in Ephesians 
Tuesday, October 8: Read Colossians 3 

Thus far we have seen that the filling of the Holy Spirit is 
part of God’s provision to walk worthy of who we are in 
Christ.  Further, we understand that each believer is  
indwelt by the Spirit, but how does that bring us to the 
filling of the Spirit?  To answer, let me introduce you to 
the counterpart of being filled with the Spirit—letting the 
Word of Christ dwell richly within:  

Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly as you 
teach and admonish one another. . .    Colossians 3:16 

I am suggesting that the filling of the Spirit and letting the 
Word of Christ dwell within are two sides of the same 
coin!  You cannot have one without the other.  You see, 
when we place our faith in the person and work of Christ, 
God provides a trinity of sorts to allow us to walk worthy  
of who we now are.  He, in grace, provides:   
1. The  life of Christ to replace the old life in Adam. 

(Galatians 2:20) 
2. The Holy Spirit as the source of power to enable the 

new life. (Ephesians 1:17-19) 
3. The Word of God as the playbook—the guiding light 

for the new life. (Colossians 3:16)   
So then, to be filled with the Holy Spirit is to allow the  
indwelling Spirit to influence and empower the soul while 
being guided by the Word of God.  This is the God-
ordained means for living the supernatural quality of life 
to which we are called.  I trust at some point the light 
bulb will go on.  God didn’t just give directions for the kind 
of life He wants us to live, He also provided the means for 
us to accomplish that to which we are called.  We truly 
have been given “every spiritual blessing in Christ.”   
(Ephesians 1:3)   



Lessons in Ephesians 
Wednesday, October 9: Read I Corinthians 3 
As a reminder: To be filled with the Holy Spirit is to allow 
the indwelling Spirit to influence and empower the soul 
while being guided by the Word of God.  With this defini-
tion as a starting point, let me ask this very important 
question: Is the filling of the Holy Spirit permanent in the 
life of a believer?  Consider the following:   
1. In the context of Ephesians 5, where we originally 

found the command to be filled with the Spirit, the 
Scripture presents it as an either/or proposition.  That 
would certainly indicate that it is not permanent.  

2. Then consider I Corinthians 3:1-3:   
And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to  
spiritual people, but as to carnal. . . .For where 
there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are 
you not carnal and behaving like mere men?   
Paul can’t speak to the church in Corinth as spiritual 
people because they are not filled with the Spirit.  If 
you are influenced by the sin nature (envy, strife, and 
so on) then you are not filled with the Spirit!   

3. In fact, let me suggest that whenever we sin, we have 
lost the filling of the Spirit—not the indwelling which is 
permanent—but rather the filling which is His  
influence and enablement in our lives.   

4. How do we regain the filling when it is lost as the re-
sult of sin?  First, confess the sin that we might regain 
our fellowship with God as the “blood of Jesus, His 
Son, purifies us from all sin.”  (I John 1:7)  Then return 
to allowing the Word of Christ to dwell richly within.   

This is a deep subject and we have just scratched the  
surface, but I trust you have been given a number of 
things that will stimulate your thinking and growth!   



Gospel Culture 
Thursday, October 10: Read John 3 

As we return to our study of Gospel Culture, I realize this 
concept may not yet be clear.  So let me explain it from 
another angle.  When it comes to the Gospel by which we 
are saved, we want to believe the right thing—to be or-
thodox in terms of the Scriptures.  But, what we believe 
should directly affect what we do or practice—defined as 
our orthopraxy.  In short, we want to believe the right 
thing and live rightly in terms of what we believe.   
So if the Bible talks about both Gospel belief and Gospel 
behavior, I will have proved the concept and challenged 
you at the same time.  So what is right belief  with re-
spect to the Gospel?  
Consider John 3:16:  

For God so loved 
the world that He 
gave His only  
begotten Son, that 
whoever believes  
in Him should not 
perish but have  
everlasting life.  

To begin, the Creator-
God of this material 
universe, whose throne 
is built on righteousness and justice (Psalm 89:14), was 
motivated to act by His love for what He had created.   
 



Gospel Culture 
Thursday, October 10: Read John 3 

(Continued) 
In particular, He was prompted to act for those made in 
His image and likeness—people from every tribe, nation, 
and tongue.  As a result, He gave!  He sent His Son to die 
in our place, bearing our sin, so that the just demands of 
His holiness could be satisfied.   
We are not forgiven by the love of God.  We are saved by 
the work on the cross of the One He gave.  This Son was 
uniquely born of a virgin and therefore was without 
Adam’s sin or a nature to sin.  Because Jesus was sinless, 
when He took on human form, He could perfectly repre-
sent the human race before a holy God because He had 
no sin Himself.  
And, here is the really good news from John 3:16: that 
whoever believes should have eternal life.  Salvation is 
available to everyone!  It is a gift available for all those 
who will place their faith in the person and work of Christ.  
And, for each and every person who does so, God prom-
ises everlasting life.  Death is the end we deserve and are 
born into, but belief in Christ changes our kingdom from 
the dominion of darkness to the Kingdom of the dear Son 
where there is the promise of eternal life.   
That’s right doctrine with respect to the Gospel, now is 
there such a thing as right practice, given what we be-
lieve?  We’ll take up that subject tomorrow. 



Gospel Culture 
Friday, October 11: Read I John 4  

Yesterday’s devotional talked about the doctrine we be-
lieve with respect to salvation.  Today, we want to con-
sider what kind of life should be practiced by those who 
hold to such beliefs.  In other words, what kind of Gospel 
Culture should we have in our local fellowship?   Consider 
what both John and Peter have to say:  

Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought 
to love one another.  No one has ever seen God; but 
if we love one another, God lives in us and His love 
is made complete in us.          I John 4:11-12   
Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying 
the truth so that you have sincere love for your 
brothers, love one another deeply from the heart.  
                I Peter 1:22 

One theologian of the recent past stated it this way: 
One cannot explain the explosive dynamite, the dyna-
mos, of the early church apart from the fact that they 
practiced two things simultaneously: orthodoxy of doc-
trine and orthodoxy of community. . . the love of God 
in practice is beautiful and must be there.        Schaeffer  

Why should we care about the culture we present to the 
watching world?  Because our culture is part of our wit-
ness to the watching lost.  The following may be an un-
usual way to state it, but I think you will understand: 

doctrine - culture = hypocrisy 
culture - doctrine =  feeling better, but still lost 

doctrine + culture = power 
Right doctrine plus right culture equals power in that the 
combination of truth (doctrine) and attractive witness 
(right culture) can be used by the Spirit to draw people to 
faith in Christ!  And, remember we can’t produce a culture 
of love in our own strength, but only as the Spirit enables. 
 



Gospel Culture 
Monday, October 14: Read I Corinthians 1  

Now I am guessing that some, after the devotionals of the 
past two days, are saying, “This is too theoretical for me!”   
If so, it is my failure to explain it properly.  Let me try a 
more practical approach.  How many people do you know 
who are unchurched, or apathetic to the church, because 
they have spent time in one?   
What a terrible indictment of the church’s failure to have a 
healthy Gospel Culture to go along with right belief.  Many 
who were desperate to hear good news, instead received 
a sales pitch.  Many who wanted purity observed power  
struggles.  Those who felt the need to live life on a higher 
plane observed almost every kind of carnality.  Sadly, 
sometimes the organized church is its own worst enemy.   
This is what I am challenging you to think about: What 
kind of Gospel Culture does our church have?   Based 
upon the Scriptures we have read, let me suggest three 
aspects of Gospel Culture that I believe our Lord desires 
for our local church fellowship:   
1. A love within the fellowship that is so distinctive and 

sacrificial in its supernatural character that it uniquely 
identifies us as Jesus’ disciples. (John 13:34-35)   

Continued on the next page. 



Gospel Culture 
Monday, October 14: Read I Corinthians 1 

(Continued) 
2. The watching world doesn’t identify us for our social 

stand, clean-living, or political affiliation.  Rather, they 
associate us with the Gospel of Jesus Christ and our 
belief that it has the inherent power to save every lost 
person!  
 . . .we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a  
stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, but 
to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God.  
          I Corinthians 1:23-24 

3. As for the quality of character in our fellowship, I pray 
we would be a grace-oriented, Christ-centered, cross-
centered, resurrection-centered people who are 
gripped by every facet of the Good News centered in 
Jesus Christ.  I pray it is what we talk about and what 
we see as the answer to man’s needs.   

4. Lastly, when it comes to talking to our neighbors, 
friends, and family members, we don’t worry about  
eloquence of speech but the power of the message.  
In fact, I suggest we all follow Charles Spurgeon’s  
example, making it our firm determination before ever 
sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ:  
. . .if any good is to be done there, if any are led to 
believe in Christ the Messiah, their belief shall be the 
result of hearing the gospel, and not of my eloquence. 
. . it shall be said, “How mighty must be the grace of 
God which has convinced these persons by such sim-
ple preaching, and brought them to know the Lord  
Jesus Christ by such humble instrumentality as . . .”   
And, we can put our own names to end the quote. 

  



Gospel Culture 
Tuesday, October 15: Read II Corinthians 2  
There are two ways for a person to come face to face 
with Christianity: they can read about it, with the best 
source being the Bible, or they can come in contact with it 
via a Christian, someone with whom they can dialogue 
and observe.  Which do you think is more common?  
Which do you think is the way God intended to have the 
Gospel spread?   
With your answers in mind, picture a local church with  
the following commendable culture: it knows nothing but 
Christ and Him crucified, it is a powerful agent for trans-
formation in the region it has been planted, and it is well 
known as a place where high and low demonstrate a  
servant's heart coupled with rich acts of love and mercy.  
Isn’t it a Christian from this fellowship you would like our 
hypothetical lost person to bump into?  As you know by 
now, this kind of Gospel Culture is exactly what these de-
votional readings are trying to get you to think about.  
            Continued on the next page. 



Gospel Culture 
Tuesday, October 15: Read II Corinthians 2 

(Continued)  
Thus far, I have promoted the positive aspects of having 
and perpetuating a strong Gospel Culture.  For the rest of 
today and tomorrow, let me add a dose of reality as well.  
Consider this short quote by atheist Christopher Hitchens:  

Christianity is a “sinister” religion and explicitly  
totalitarian; it injects poison into our system . . . 

To make matters worse, this quote is from a book called, 
God is Not Great!  Is it possible that Hitchens ran across 
poor Christian examples?  Quite likely.  But is it also 
possible that he would project his venomous attitude 
toward even the best of Christian examples even those 
with a wonderful Gospel Culture.  It is, and he did. How 
do you explain such an attitude toward that which is 
beautiful to behold?  Today’s reading provides an answer:  

For we are to God the aroma of Christ among those 
who are being saved and those who are perishing.  
To the one we are the smell of death; to the other, 
the fragrance of life.  And who is equal to such a 
task?              II Corinthians 2:15-16   

To Mr. Hitchens, and others like him, the steadfast believer 
is the “smell of death”  because it puts them under 
conviction.  Ray Ortlund also provides a helpful thought:  

An angry, cynical, fault-finding, from death to death 
rejection is not our failure.  Rejection is built into 
Gospel ministry because of the fallen nature of the 
human heart. 

More to come!  
  



Gospel Culture 
Wednesday, October 16: Read Matthew 5 

Yesterday, I introduced the possibility that even the best 
of Gospel Cultures can be rejected by the lost.   Today’s 
reading provides a helpful reminder when this happens:   

Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute 
you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you  
because of Me.  Rejoice and be glad, because great 
is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.  
             Matthew 5:11-12   

They rejected the prophets, they rejected Christ, and lost 
people might 
reject you and 
me as well.  
The following 
are some scrip-
tures that ex-
plain why: 

We know 
that we are 
children of 
God, and 
that the 
whole world 
is under the 
control of 
the evil one.   
    I John 5:19   

Do you see it?  Satan will provoke the world to attack that 
which is of God.   

Continued on the next page. 
 



Gospel Culture 
Wednesday, October 16: Read Matthew 5 

(Continued) 
The god of this age has blinded the minds of  
unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the 
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God.            II Corinthians 4:4    

This helps explain why people can come into contact with 
an accurate Gospel and a powerful Gospel Culture and still 
reject the good news.   Don’t lose hope, the light of the 
Gospel can break through the darkness.  

This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, 
but men loved darkness instead of light because 
their deeds were evil.  Everyone who does evil hates 
the light, and will not come into the light for fear 
that his deeds will be exposed.  But whoever lives 
by the truth comes into the light. . . .  John 3:19-21  

There is often a lot of darkness in the soul of a lost  
person, and sometimes they just don’t want to let go.   

For although they 
knew God, they 
neither glorified 
Him as God nor 
gave thanks to 
him. . . . 
      Romans 1:21  

And then, there are 
those who just don’t 
want to bend the 
knee to anyone or 
anything.  Well this  
is a pretty gloomy 
picture—what do we do about it?   We’ll spend one more 
day trying to answer that very question.   



Gospel Culture 
Thursday, October 17: Read I John 3 

If we manage to develop a vital Gospel Culture within our 
fellowship and it is rejected—or worse yet comes under 
persecution—what do we do?  Consider these options:  
1. When people react angrily to the Gospel, realize you 

are likely a recipient of misdirected blame—like Abel.  
Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one 
and murdered his brother.  And why did he murder 
him?  Because his own actions were evil and his 
brother's were righteous.  Do not be surprised, my 
brothers, if the world hates you.       I John 3:12-13   
The more you are walking with the Lord, the more you 
are going to be hated by the world!   

2. Do not succumb to Christianity Blackmail!  This hap-
pens when someone says something like: “You Chris-
tians are so judgmental, so intolerant. . .”  Now if you 
are judgmental or intolerant, you have sin to confess.  
But if you are simply holding firm to God’s truth, don’t 
let someone twist your arm into compromise.    

3. What do you think we should expect if we are Christ’s 
ambassadors, His witnesses, in enemy territory?   At 
the very least—push back!   But, society’s push back is 
often greatest when the person is under deep convic-
tion by the Holy Spirit.  You’ll both forget all about it, if 
and when that individual responds in faith.  Just rest in 
the truth that the Gospel is the power of God unto sal-
vation for all who believe. (Romans 1:16)    
For in all this world, there is: no truth so solid as Gos-
pel doctrine, no community so humane as Gospel-
culture, nothing so resisted and yet so redemptive as 
the two together, and nothing so worthy of our 
whole-hearted zeal.         Raymond C. Ortlund 



Old Testament Characters 
Friday, October 18: Read Judges 2  

Our last Old Testament character was Joshua, and I 
would like to change things up a bit and look at a period 
of time rather than an individual.  The period I have in 
mind is that covered by the book of Judges—a period of 
about 350 years.  I find the book of Judges to be a very 
depressing read and, for many years, I wondered why it 
was included in God’s Word.  You might find that a 
strange attitude, but the failure of the Jews following the 
death of Joshua is laid bare as early as Chapter 2:   

But when the judge died, the people returned to 
ways even more corrupt than those of their fathers, 
following other gods and serving and worshipping 
them.  They refused to give up their evil practices 
and stubborn ways.           Judges 2:19   

The entire rest of the book is about the 
downward spiral undertaken by the  
rebellious Jews which ends with the 
terrible tale of Chapters 19-21 and the 
final verse of the book says it all:  

In those days Israel had no king; 
everyone did as they saw fit. 
          Judges 21:25 

So with failure so clearly laid out in the first two chapters, 
why did we need the often terrible detail of the last 19 
chapters—after all, space is at a premium in the Bible.  Of 
course, God has very carefully chosen what to reveal to 
us, and when he includes detail, even unpleasant detail, it 
is for a reason.  I have come to realize that this Old Testa-
ment book has been preserved through the centuries as a 
powerful illustration of the challenge faced by believers 
while holding this world at arm’s length.  I look forward to 
showing you!  



Old Testament Characters 
Monday, October 21: Read Deuteronomy 7  

To allow us to understand the big picture lesson of the 
book of Judges, allow me to walk you through a series of 
questions.  First, as Israel entered the Land that God had 
promised them, what kinds of things did He intend for 
them to do?  We can find one in Deuteronomy 5:29:  

“Oh, that their hearts would be inclined to fear Me 
and keep all My commands always, so that it might 
go well with them and their children forever.”  

And then Moses’ instruction from God in today’s reading:  
When the Lord your God brings you into the land you 
are entering to possess and drives out before you 
many nations—the Hittites, Girgashites, Amorites. . . 
you must destroy them totally.  Make no treaty with 
them. . . Do not intermarry with them. . . for they will 
turn your sons away from following Me to serve 
other gods, and the Lord’s anger will burn against 
you and will quickly destroy you.     Deuteronomy 7:1-4   

Continued on the next page. 



Old Testament Characters 
Monday, October 21: Read Deuteronomy 7

(Continued)  
In other words, the evil in the Land will contaminate the 
conquering Israelites if they do not drive it from the Land!   
Numbers 33:55 gives a graphic reminder of the stakes:  

But if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the 
Land, those you allow to remain will become barbs 
in your eyes and thorns in your sides.   

Second, the inhabitants of the Land were numerous and 
powerful.  To what promise could the Israelites cling?  We 
find the answer to this question in today’s reading: 

Do not be terrified by them, for the Lord your God, 
who is among you, is a great and awesome God.  
The Lord your God will drive out those nations  
before you. . .He will give their kings into your 
hand. . .No one will be able to stand against you. 
               Deuteronomy 7:21-24    

Finally, with these clear instructions and God’s promise of 
help, how did Israel do in following through?  We’ll have 
to see! 



Old Testament Characters 
Tuesday, October 22: Read Judges 1  

Let me take up where we left off yesterday with the ques-
tion: How did the Israelites do in terms of obedience to 
the clear directive from God to drive out the inhabitants of 
the Land, and to trust in Him to provide the victory?  
Things started out well in Chapter 1 with a number of  
victories, but as early as Judges 1:21 we read: 

The Benjamites, however, failed to dislodge  
the Jebusites. . .   

Through the end of the chapter we read of progress, but 
incomplete obedience. The opening verses of Chapter 2 
tell us how God feels about this partial obedience:  

“. . .you have disobeyed Me. . . .Now therefore I tell 
you that I will not drive them out before you; they 
will be thorns in your sides and their gods will be a 
snare to you.”           Judges 2:2-3  

Apparently, giving it your best shot and then throwing in 
the towel is not a substitute for obedience when dealing 
with the commands of God!    

Continued on the next page. 



Old Testament Characters 
Tuesday, October 22: Read Judges 1 

(Continued) 
So how did all of this play out?  What were the conse-
quences for their failure to progressively occupy the land?  
Consider the following:  
1. The gods of those left in the 

Land did indeed become a 
snare to the Israelites:  
Then the Israelites did evil  
in the eyes of the Lord and 
served the Baals.  They  
forsook the Lord, the God  
of their fathers.       
           Judges 2:11-13  

2. The people did indeed become 
thorns in the side of Israel:  
In His anger against Israel, the Lord handed them 
over to raiders who plundered them.  He sold them 
to their enemies all around, whom they were no 
longer able to resist.              Judges 2:14   

3. Although the Lord would repeatedly deliver them by 
sending a judge in response to their cries for help, 
when the suffering was gone the people returned to 
their sin.  This went on and on for decades:  
But when the judge died, the people returned to 
ways even more corrupt than those of their fathers,  
following other gods and serving and worshipping 
them.  They refused to give up their evil practices 
and stubborn ways.           Judges 2:19   

Well, this is an ugly Old Testament narrative, but what 
does this have to do with us today—during the time of the 
Church?  We’ll look into that topic tomorrow.  



Old Testament Characters 
Wednesday, October 23: Read James 4 

How do we apply the historical reality of the book of 
Judges?  To do so, let’s switch from the physical picture of 
the Israelites during the time of the Judges to the spiritual 
condition of the New Testament believer.  In other words, 
are Christians told to do anything similar to God’s instruc-
tions that the Israelites were to enlarge their territory and 
drive out the inhabitants of the Land.  Is there a spiritual 
parallel?   How about this from I Peter 2:1-3: 

. . .rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit,  
hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. . .now 
that you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

Instead of driving out geographic evil inhabitants, we are 
told to drive out  those manifestations of the sin nature 
that don’t belong in the believer’s life.  Or how about: 

. . .friendship with the world is hatred toward God. . . 
anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world  
becomes an enemy of God.       James 4:4   

This New Testament passage could very easily be found in 
the book of Judges, couldn’t it?  Furthermore, does the 
second parallel also apply?  If we fail to drive sin out of 
our lives, will it become thorns and snares spiritually 
speaking?  Consider Paul’s scolding of the believers in  
Corinth:  

Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual, but as 
worldly—mere infants in Christ. . . . For since there 
is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not 
worldly?              I Corinthians 3:1,3   

The Corinthians had many areas of sin that they needed 
to drive out of their spiritual lives.  A few are mentioned—
jealousy and quarreling.  As a result, Paul labels the Corin-
thians as worldly or carnal.  And, carnality in the life is 
most certainly a barb in the eye and a thorn in the side!     



Old Testament Characters 
Thursday, October 24: Read John 17 

Recalling what we learned in Judges, let’s take the failure 
of the Jews to fully occupy the Land, and make the follow-
ing application to the Christian Life.  First, the call to expe-
riential sanctification is as inviolate a part of the Christian 
Life, as was God’s call upon the Israelites to completely 
conquer the Promised Land and drive out the inhabitants 
with all of their pagan influences.  

For Christ’s love compels us, because we are  
convinced that One died for all, and therefore all 
died.  And He died for all, that those who live should 
no longer live for themselves but for Him who died 
for them and was raised again.   II Corinthians 5:14-15   

We are to live for Him, becoming ever more conformed to 
His image and likeness—and to do that, the worldly habits 
and practices in our lives need to go!   

 



Old Testament Characters 
Thursday, October 24: Read John 17 

(Continued) 
Second, there are some significant differences with  
respect to what this looks like for the church scattered 
around the world and Israel in the Promised Land.  Our 
reading in John 17 will help us with the differences:  
 The Church, and therefore the Christian, is not of this 

world and the world is going to hate them as a result.  
(John 17:13-16)   

 In order to bear witness to our God, we need to be 
sanctified—set apart unto Him.  This is accomplished 
by means of the Word of God and the Spirit of God. 
(John 17:17)   

 Then consider the almost unimaginable outcome that 
can occur should we obey 
where the Israelites failed!  
“I have given them the 
glory that You gave Me, 
that they may be one as 
We are one: I in them and 
You in Me.  May they be 
brought to complete unity 
to let the world know that 
you sent Me and have 
loved them even as You 
have loved Me.”              
    John 17:22-23  

So, you see, a choice lies be-
fore us—grow or spiral down, 
cooperate with God’s plan of 
transformation or feel the barb of sin.  Choose wisely and 
allow our study of Judges to help you do so!   



Old Testament Characters 
Friday, October 25: Read Joshua 3  

From the tragic tale of Israel’s history during the time of 
the Judges, I have been trying to draw spiritual parallels 
and make application.  Thus far, I have tried to make the 
case that we too need to grow spiritually.  Further, part of 
that spiritual growth requires us to carefully assess our 
lives against the backdrop of Scriptural truth—and drive-
out those aspects of our lives that can become barbs in 
our eyes or thorns in our sides. (Numbers 33:55) 
Let me close this portion of our Old Testament study by 
giving you a few final considerations:   
1. Israel’s entrance into the Land was accomplished in a 

supernatural manner. (Joshua 3 and 6)  But, by the time 
we reach the middle of the first chapter of Judges, it 
has become a slow grind of one victory at a time.   

2. It would seem as if the slow pace of victory and the 
push back by the inhabitants of the Land were consid-
ered adequate reasons for both disobedience and  
settling for less than God intended.   

3. I trust you have seen the spiritual parallel yet again.  
For we start our Christian lives in supernatural fashion 
receiving new life in Christ as the result of placing our 
faith in Him.  However, at some point, our spiritual 
lives are also going to be reduced to a dependent 
grind of one victory at a time.  It is at this point we 
can lose faith and bog down.  Like Israel, that would 
be to assume that the challenge of being Christ’s am-
bassadors in this fallen world is adequate reason to 
give up or even fall into disobedience.  Perish the 
thought!   



Old Testament Characters 
Friday, October 25: Read Joshua 3 

(Continued) 
For this is the will of God for us—even our sanctification. 
(I Thessalonians 4:3)  By sanctification, I mean the on-
going process of being ever more conformed to the image 
and likeness of our Savior.  So let me leave you with this 
very sobering question—which I hope you will regularly 
ask yourself:  “Since becoming a Christian, have I been 
actively engaged in enlarging my territory in terms of my 
spiritual growth, or have I allowed the residents of the 
land (the world) to seduce me and halt my progress?” 
If the world has halted your sanctification progress, God 
always has the same solution—confess sin, and begin 
again the walk in the Spirit as guided by the Word of God. 
And all God’s people said, “Amen!” 

 



Lessons in Ephesians 
Monday, October 28:  

Read Ephesians 5:21-33 
Everyone has heard portions of this text of Scripture read 
at a wedding.  Likewise, you will recognize the beginning 
of Chapter 6 with respect to child-raising.  It is almost as 
if we have reduced the well-known portions of this part of 
the book of Ephesians to God’s instructions on marriage 
and child-raising—lifting them completely out of their con-
text.  I am not suggesting that they are not valuable in 
those arenas, I am suggesting that:  

To reduce this section to an instruction manual is to 
miss its placement in a letter from God to the 
churches about the abundant life meant for all  
Christians.    

Let me remind you again of what we have learned in our 
study of Ephesians.  In the first three chapters of the book 
we have:  
 The development of our marvelous position in Christ—

even to being seated with Him in the heavenlies. 
 Jew and Gentile made one—being combined into a 

holy temple of which Christ is the Cornerstone. 
 The Church, designed to display the manifold wisdom 

of God. 
 God’s intent is that we should know His love in every  

circumstance, every day, in every success and every 
failure—that we would overflow with His fullness.    

And then, in the last three chapters of the book, Paul gets 
very practical.  We are to turn from the practices of the 
world, taking off the old man, and putting on the new 
which is created to be like Christ in true righteousness and 
holiness.   



Lessons in Ephesians 
Monday, October 28:  

Read Ephesians 5:21-33 (Continued) 
The calling on our day-to-day life is breathtakingly high.  
For we are to redeem the time, imitate God, be filled with 
the Spirit, and be renewed in our minds by the Word of 
God.  With all this in mind, we arrive at today’s point!  
With all of this marvelous and undeserved blessing, God is 
calling and enabling us to live a life that is perfectly  
consistent with who and what we are in Christ—and, by 
necessity, this is a very high quality of life.  So naturally, 
that quality of life is going to show up in our marriages, 
families, and extended relationships.   
That’s what today’s reading is about.  It describes the 
worthy walk in your home and mine!  Now, for the detail 
which we will explore over the next several days.  



Lessons in Ephesians 
Tuesday, October 29:  

Read Colossians 3:16-41 
Ephesians 5:22 says: “Wives, submit to your husbands as 
to the Lord.”  In our day, you are likely to get an immedi-
ate response of, “You’ve got to be kidding!”  Nonetheless, 
this very same idea was included in today’s reading.   
Actually, the key verse in this section on relationships is: 

Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 
                Ephesians 5:21  

Think this through with me:  
1. Submission, one to another, is an umbrella that covers 

the three relationship categories that follow: husband 
and wife; father and children; master and servants.   

2. Notice, it is not couched in terms of “if they deserve 
it.”  On the contrary, it is something that we are to do 
as unto the Lord!    

3. Now you might be thinking, “How can everyone sub-
mit?”  The answer is very straightforward and largely 
missing from our current culture wars.  Relational suc-
cess is fundamentally dependent upon submission to 
role and responsibility.   

Within this paradigm, the wife is to submit to the hus-
band’s leadership in the home.  But, at the same time, the 
husband is to love his wife as Christ loved the church!  To 
do so will, most definitely, require the husband to subordi-
nate the independent use of his time, energy, resources, 
and thought-life to sacrificially love his wife.   Frankly, 
given the example of Christ which he is to follow, the hus-
band has a much more challenging obligation than does 
his wife.   



Lessons in Ephesians 
Tuesday, October 29:  

Read Colossians 3:16-41 (Continued) 
The exact same thing is true of properly raising children. 
You cannot nurture and develop them unless you are in 
submission to their needs at the expense of your own!  
Are you beginning to see how this works?   
In closing for today, two things to note:  
1. Isn’t this exactly how God would do it?  Notice how 

much different this approach is than the me-first atti-
tude of the world.   

2. Is it any coincidence that this instruction on functional 
relationships through submission of self, immediately 
follows the section on the filling of the Holy Spirit?  I 
think not—for that is the only way this type of relation-
ship is going to happen!  



Lessons in Ephesians 
Wednesday, October 30:  
Read Ephesians 4:1-13  

One point of application from yesterday's text:  Show me 
dissension and discord anywhere in the Church, marriage, 
or family settings, and I will show you two failures:  
1. Walking by the Spirit 
2. Subordinating one’s desires 
Let me again remind you that the filling of the Spirit and 
the command to submit to one-another are both in the 
text of Ephesians Chapter 5 as well as today’s reading:   

Be completely humble and gentle; be patient,  
bearing with one another in love.         Ephesians 4:2  

Subordination of self is necessary to display the humility, 
gentleness, and the love of I Corinthians 13, then: 

Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace.              Ephesians 4:3   

There is no way to keep the unity of the Spirit apart from 
the filling of the Spirit.  So, what an excellent diagnostic 
tool we have.  The next time you recognize dissension or 
discord in your marriage, a family setting, or even church, 
it is most likely for one of the two reasons above.  Either, 
sin has caused the loss of the filling of the Holy spirit, or 
there is unwillingness to have a sacrificial spirit.  
I am not suggesting that you look for these warning signs 
in others, but rather keep a close watch on yourself.   For 
it is just so very easy for us to become self-centered.  If 
we are in the center of discord, that is very likely the 
problem.  Get away for a moment, ask the Lord to point 
out any areas of sin, confess as need be, and get back to 
walking in  the Spirit.  The unity of the Spirit beats discord 
and dissension every time!  



Lessons in Ephesians 
Thursday, October 31: Read Proverbs 31 

I am not the least bit hesitant to hold up God’s guidance 
for marriage as contained in Ephesians 5, for truly it is 
something wonderful to behold!  In fact, I love this pas-
sage for the way it contrasts the marvelous and corrective 
nature of the Spirit-filled life with the ways of the world!   
Let me show you what I mean.  As we have seen, the 
woman is directed to subordinate herself to her own  
husband as to the Lord—in the same way that the church 
is to subordinate itself to Christ.  This gives us a functional 
relationship in simple recognition that, within any organi-
zation, you cannot go two different ways at the same 
time.  When we get to the man, he is told to love his wife 
as Christ loved the Church—that means sacrificially and 
with her bests interests in mind.  (Men, if you don’t have a 
plan for the development of your wife—you are outside of 
the will of God in keeping with Ephesians Chapter 5!)    
Here is the short version of what we have learned:  The 
woman says, “OK—you lead the way and I’ll follow.”  The 
man says, “OK, I’ll look out for your growth and develop-
ment—your best interests, so that you are better off un-
der my leadership than outside of it.”  And, both partners 
seek to accomplish the above through the enablement of 
the Holy Spirit.  Tell me, what does the world have to  
offer in comparison to that?    
The world tells us that marriage is two individuals trying 
to self-actualize.  The Bible talks about function and har-
mony and then paints a picture of a woman in this kind of 
setting as within the text of Proverbs 31.  What a marvel-
ous outcome for both the man and the woman!  God is 
the author of marriage—why would we ever think He 
doesn’t know best!   
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