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Foreword 
We will be spending time in Exodus, the Psalms, and Gala-
tians this month.  Or, stated an-
other way, we will be reading 
about God’s plan of redemption 
and guidance for how the re-
deemed are to live.  For the God 
who has redeemed us, has also 
provided everything we need for 
life and godliness, that we may: 

 . . .participate in the divine 
nature and escape the  
corruption in the world 
caused by evil desires.  
                  II Peter 1:3-4   

To that end, I trust that this month’s readings will encour-
age you in the faith! 

 

 

Keven Redig 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 



Introducing Exodus 
Thursday, October 1: Read Exodus 3 

At the close of Chapter 2, we can summarize Moses’ plan 
to redeem the Israelites from bondage by labeling it Man’s 
Way! 

Man’s Way  

   Target:   Foreman 

   Method:   Murder 

   Effect:   Resentment / Criminal 

   Outcome:  Flees as a fugitive 

Again, I ask the question, does this look like an effective 
way to form and lead a new nation?  Let’s move ahead to 
Exodus 3:1-12.  Let’s do a similar analysis: 

• Do you see the Providence of 
God anywhere in the life of Mo-
ses?  Yes!  It is easy to see that 
it continues in providing for his 
safety and giving him a new 
home and a family. 

• In the 40 years since we last 
saw Moses, has his zeal been 
replaced by anything else?   
Actually, he seems pretty reluc-
tant.  Furthermore, we get a 
great snapshot of his refined  
character in Numbers 12:3.   

Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble 
than anyone else on the face of the earth. 

• Do you see the call of God?  How about the provision of 
God?  This time, His call is very clear.  And then there 
are the beginnings of His provision as well—more on 
this in the days ahead. 



Introducing Exodus 
Friday, October 2: Read Exodus 3  

Focusing on Verses 11-15 

Let’s fast-forward to see how well things worked out when 
done God’s Way—in keeping with His call and His provision!   
A nation of two million or more was redeemed—awesome!  
Contrast the two approaches: 

     Man’s Way   God’s Way 

Target:   Foreman    Pharaoh 

Method:   Murder    Plagues display 
           God’s glory 

Effect:   Resentment/   Release/Gifts  
     Criminal 

Outcome:  Fugitive    Nation Redeemed 

Now we can analyze both the differences in approach and 
the outcome.  For example, Moses attacked and killed a 
slave foreman—an individual really in no position to address 
the needs of the Israelites.  God on the other hand went 
right to the top, to the one person who could provide relief.  
Do you see how much better God’s way is at every step?   

As for outcome, Moses is no longer a criminal fugitive, but 
rather the leader of a new nation.  To see just how dra-
matic is the difference, consider Exodus 12:35-36:  

The Israelites did as Moses instructed and asked the 
Egyptians for articles of silver and gold and for cloth-
ing.  The Lord had made the Egyptians favorably dis-
posed toward the people, and they gave them what 
they asked for; so they plundered the Egyptians.   

Who else but God in heaven above could cause the  
Israelites to be blessed by their oppressors? 



Introducing Exodus 
Monday, October 5: Read Exodus 15 

What a contrast between Moses’ recognition of his short-
comings in Exodus 3 and the song celebrating the Lord’s 
victory in Exodus 15!  What can we learn?   

First, we need to recognize the difference between the 
plans of man versus the plans of God.  The plans of man, 
at best, produce a cloud of dust as evidenced in the ac-
tions of a self-directed Moses.  The plans of God result in a 
God-honoring glorious and complete success. (Exodus 14-

15)  Let me reinforce this further with just a few of the 
abundant passages of Scripture that support this principle:   

“Woe to the obstinate children” declares the Lord, 
“to those who carry out plans that are not mine.”  
                    Isaiah 30:1  

This is what the Lord says “Cursed is the one who trusts 
in man, who depends on flesh for his strength. . . ”   
                Jeremiah 17:5 

“Apart from Me you can do nothing.”     John 15:5   

Second, realizing our own abilities, we are right where God 
wants us—ready to consider His plans as the first option 
both personally and corporately (within a church fellow-
ship).  Stated another way, we are ready to turn and tap 
the limitless resources of God, rather than trust in our own 
strength.  Older Is Better is something every one of us can 
learn as we mature in the Lord—Moses did!   

Third, could this mean there are victories yet in store for us 
no matter our stage of life?  If you have been thinking you 
are too far past your prime, then you have forgotten who 
really accomplishes things in the Christian Life!   

“Was My arm too short to ransom you? Do I lack the 
strength to rescue you? By a mere rebuke I dry up 
the sea, I turn rivers into a desert. . .”         Isaiah 50:2 



Introducing Exodus 
Tuesday, October 6: Read Isaiah 66 

(Highlight Verse 2) 

Turning from self-dependence to dependence upon the Lord 
doesn’t come easily, so I would like to reinforce this princi-
ple for another few days.  Consider the following: 

1. God seems more inclined to use those who are 
humble and meek, than aggressive go-getters!   
I am thinking of Moses at age 80 rather than at age 40.  
Why do you think this might be the case?  Could it be 
that the humble are more likely to depend upon God and 
give Him the credit for results achieved?  Is this concept 
Biblical?  Consider the following:   

“This is the one I esteem: he who is humble and con-
trite in spirit, and trembles at My word.”      Isaiah 66:2   

God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the  
humble.               James 4:6  

2. When I think of humility and meekness, I immedi-
ately think of its application to the ministry.  For 
example, as the body of Christ in our local geographic 
region, do our efforts at outreach and discipleship begin 
with a time of repentance?  They need to!  I am thinking 
of how easy it is to plan things from man’s perspective 
and in our own power and forget this principle:  

Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in 
vain!                       Psalm 127:1 

Thus, in humility, we need to seek His guidance first!   

Along the same lines, but at a deeper level of application, it 
is so essential to do things God’s way and in His timing.  For 
the fact stands that although the Lord will not yield His glory 
to another (Isaiah 48:11); He most certainly is willing and 
desirous of reflecting it in His people! (II Corinthians 3:18) 



Introducing Exodus 
Wednesday, October 7: Read  

Philippians 2 (Highlight Verses 12-13) 

Continuing from yesterday’s devotion, we have a third and 
final point of application regarding turning from self-
dependence to dependence upon the Lord. 

3. The call of God and the grace provision of God 
seem to go hand in hand.  When we head out on our 
own, sometimes there is nothing left to do but, like  
Moses, “flee to Midian!”  On the other hand, if we are 
walking with the Lord and allowing Him to work through 
us, look at what the Scriptures say can occur:   

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 
me.                Philippians 4:13   

And my God will meet all your needs according to 
His glorious riches in Christ Jesus.       Philippians 4:19  

“My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made 
perfect in weakness.”       II Corinthians 12:9 

 . . . His grace to me was not without effect.  No, I 
worked harder than all of them, yet not I, but the 
grace of God that was with me.   I Corinthians 15:10  

Continued on the next page. 

 

 

 



Introducing Exodus 
Wednesday, October 7: Read  

Philippians 2 (Continued) 

So, in reality, there is an important balance for us to strike:  
Zeal without the Spirit of God is fruitless.  On the other 
hand, despondency is to doubt the ability of God.  Look at 
how the two fit together in Philippians 2:12-13:    

. . .continue to work out your salvation with fear and 
trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and  
to act according to His good purpose.  

We have spent many days looking closely at the book of  
Exodus and we’ll return to Exodus again.  Before we move 
on, however, consider the glorious picture of who we are as 
a church body:  

• Sinners saved by grace. (Ephesians 2:8) 

• Wise enough to know it is not by might, not by power, 
but by My Spirit says the Lord. (Zechariah 4:6) 

• Manifesting humility and meekness as we together main-
tain the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 
(Ephesians 4:3)   



Spending Time in Psalms 
Thursday, October 8: Read Psalm 1  

Did you notice the contrasts? Psalm 1 is built upon them.  
As is so often the case in Scripture, it comes down to two 
alternatives: the way of the wicked or the way of the right-
eous.  Naturally, from God’s perspective, the man who 
avoids the snares of the wicked will be blessed—that is the 
message of Verse 1.  Furthermore, the alternative is so 
clearly laid out.  To even dabble in the affairs of evil is to 
risk bringing your life to a grinding halt.  Look carefully at 
how Verse 1 describes a life slowly winding down.   

• First, to walk in the way of the wicked. This is to expose 
oneself to their way of thinking, to hang out with them, 
to give tacit approval.   

• The next step is to stand in the way of sinners.  This is 
to do what they do—to enjoy the wages of sin for a 
time.   

• And finally, to sit in the seat of the mocker.  This is to 
become hardened by sin; to begin to mock those who 
try to live uprightly before God.   

This Psalm wants us to keep as far away from this down-
ward cycle as possible, and it promises we will be blessed if 
we do so.  Now you might expect the psalmist to have an 
alternative list as the way the righteous should walk.  In-
stead, it lists just one thing, because it is more important 
than anything else we can do—and that is to delight one-
self in the law of the Lord!  If we do, instead of eventually 
reaching the dead-end existence of the mocker, there is the 
marvelous alternative of being like a strong and flourishing 
tree—one that is well-watered, yields its fruit in season, 
and whose leaf does not wither.  Every now and then, it is 
a very healthy practice to bring this Psalm to the Lord and 
ask, “Lord, how am I doing?”  



 Spending Time in Psalms 
Friday, October 9: Read Psalm 2  

I find Psalm 2 to be like a fresh ocean breeze that clears 
the mind and sharpens the senses.  I say that because 
sometimes I get caught up in the evil that seems to be 
almost growing by the day.  It really does seem like the na-
tions have conspired against God (Verse 1), and  
society has taken a stand against God and against the  
loving work of our Savior (Verses 2-3).  Oh, what are we  
to do?  

From time to time I seem to forget the fact that it is not the 
nations of this earth that sit on the throne of this  
universe, but God Himself!  Verse 4 reminds me that He 
just laughs at the threat to His plans posed by man.   

For He has issued a decree (Verse 7): the Lord Jesus Christ 
is going to rule over this world as King of kings and Lord of 
lords from one end of the earth to another, and His rule is 
going to be firm and just.  The rulers and people of this 
earth have been put on notice (Verse 10), and now we know 
how to pray: 

O Lord, I pray that the people of our land would  
serve the Lord with the true Fear of the Lord,  

that they would respond to the person and work  
of Jesus Christ.  For Lord, if we do not take refuge  
in Him—there is nothing but a fearful expectation  

of judgment.  Lord, use me to hold out the truth to 
the people You bring my way.  Let me not be 

discouraged by the hardness of hearts, but instead 
take comfort in Your sovereignty and Your power  
to set wrongs to right.  In the meantime, help me  

to be used to bring one more soul into  
Your Kingdom.  Amen! 



 Spending Time in Psalms 
Monday, October 12: Read Psalm 8  

This is a great psalm of praise, of which there are many.  
Note the attribution of 
creative acts to God in 
Verse 3.  Genesis is not 
the only place that clear-
ly declares that God is 
Creator.   

And when we consider 
the scope of our uni-
verse, and all that was 
necessary to create at 
that level of magnitude, 
the psalmist asks a very 
pertinent question in 
Verse 4.  What is man 
that You are mindful of 
him?   

Man is less than the heavenly beings, yet God has crowned 
man with glory and honor.  We might ask, what is it that 
has caused God to go to the lengths He has to redeem man 
from his lost condition?  That answer is back in Genesis 
1:27.  God fashioned mankind in His own image and like-
ness.  This is something that is never said of the angels.  
As a result, what other response is there than that of the 
psalmist in the closing verse:  

 O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is  
your Name in all the earth!    

This is a worthwhile psalm to meditate upon periodically 
throughout the year! 
 



 Spending Time in Psalms 
Tuesday, October 13: Read Psalm 18  

Psalm 18 is not only written by David, it is filled with refer-
ences to the kinds of events and situations that would only 
be faced by someone in his shoes—a national leader with 
many enemies.  Even though I am 
not in David’s position; nonethe-
less, I love Psalm 18 because I 
can identify so many of the  
echoes of my own life that remind 
me of God’s faithfulness.  I’ll bet, 
if you look closely, you can too. 
Let me show you.   

• Verse 2:  There is one rock, 
one refuge, to which we can 
always turn and that is our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   

• Verses 4-6:  I suspect we (or someone in our family) 
have faced some difficult circumstances that over-
whelmed our own ability to manage the situation.  In 
our desperation, we called out to the Lord—and He an-
swered!  He reached down and drew us out of deep wa-
ters (Verse 16).  Oh, that we would learn to turn to the 
Lord as a first recourse and not a last option.   

• Verse 30:  As we turn to God’s word, He gives us the 
strength to accomplish all that He desires (Verses 32-
35), no matter whether it is the work of a king or just 
you and me going about the Lord’s work in our time and 
place.  The Lord may not have subdued nations under 
our feet (Verse 47), but He has been more than willing 
and more than able to see us through the difficulties of 
our lives.  He has helped us overcome every obstacle, 
and brought us to the place of resting in Him—for He 
shows unfailing kindness to His anointed. (Verse 50)  

And all God’s people said, “Amen!” 



 Spending Time in Psalms 
Wednesday, October 14: Read Psalm 19 

It has become quite common for Christians in our day to 
take the position, “Oh yes, I believe what the Bible says!” 
Then at the same time to express a position on origins that 
go something like this, “You can’t expect anyone in this day 
and age to take the creation account in Genesis literally!”  I 
know why people hold this position—the pressure from uni-
versally skeptical academia.  But I am not sure how many 
people realize the incoherence of this position, and God  
really challenges it in the 19th Psalm.   

Let’s start with the second half of the Psalm beginning in 
Verse 7.  So you agree that the Law of the Lord is perfect 
and able to revive the soul, that His statutes are trustwor-
thy, and His ordinances are sure and altogether righteous?  
All of these terms—statutes, ordinances, law, precepts—
collectively refer to the Word of God.  And the descriptions 
of God’s word are very emphatic: it is perfect, life-giving, 
trustworthy, enduring, certain.   

Now that that is settled, take a look at Verse 1.  The heav-
ens not only declare His glory, but they are the work of His 
hands.  Not only that, they do so to every corner of this 
earth and to every language group—day after day and 
night after night. 

Psalm 33 tells us that God commanded this universe to be 
formed, it was and then He told it to stand firm.  Psalm 147 
says He calls each star by name.  Psalm 139 declares His 
creative acts are not just on the heavenly scale, but the 
human scale as well.  You cannot reject God as Creator 
without disbelieving the Word of God; and you cannot be-
lieve the Word of God without believing that God is capable 
of the great creative acts that declare themselves to us day 
after day after day.  As the closing verse of this Psalm sug-
gests, may our thoughts and words on this subject be 

pleasing in God’s sight. 



Back to Galatians 
Thursday, October 15:  

Read Galatians 2:17-21 

As we return to Galatians, we have a short but packed  
collection of verses.  We start by getting several things 
clear in our thinking regarding the Gospel.  The word  
Gospel simply means good news of any kind, and when it 
comes to God’s plan of salvation for lost mankind we have 
to make sure we understand it is multi-faceted.  There is 
good news about how a lost person is saved from an eter-
nal destiny in the Lake of Fire to one in heaven by means of 
faith in Jesus Christ.   

But wait, there is more good news.  There is also good 
news from God to man about how a saved person is to live 
the Christian Life—that would be to save one’s life from car-

nality to fruitful-
ness.  And then 
there is even good 
news about our 
glorified condition 
for all eternity—
that would be to 
exchange our slow-
ly failing body for 
one that is incor-

ruptible.  I mention this, because in order to understand 
today’s reading, we have to understand that Paul is begin-
ning a transition.  

When he talked about the Gospel back in Chapter 1, Paul 
was talking about the message that saves us from an eter-
nity in hell to one in heaven.  This is the first aspect of our  

       

  



Back to Galatians 
Thursday, October 15:  

Read Galatians 2:17-21 (Continued) 

Salvation, but in today’s reading, he is talking about both 
our deliverance from hell to heaven, as well as living the 
Christian Life.  You can see it in the phrase, “The life I live 
in the body. . .”   This is clearly Paul talking about his life as 
a Christian.  The transition continues in Chapter 3: 

After beginning with the Spirit (the first phase of our 
salvation), are you now trying to attain your goal by 
human effort (the second phase).        Galatians 3:3  

So as we continue to work our way through this text, we 
will have to carefully note exactly which aspect of our salva-
tion Paul is referring to, as he transitions from one to the 
other.   



Back to Galatians 
Friday, October 16: Read Romans 7 

We have already established, as it says in Galatians 2:16: 

. . .by observing the Law no one will be justified.     

In other words, a system of law-keeping has never saved 

anyone from an eternal destiny in hell to one in heaven.  

Instead, eternal salvation is received only by means of faith 

in the person and work of Jesus Christ.  But our text in  

Galatians is going to extend this further by saying:  

For through the Law I died to the Law so that I might 
live for God.                Galatians 2:19   

Paul is moving on to the Christian Life, that is living for 
God!  This is why I had you read Romans 7.  It deals deci-

sively with the believer’s relationship to the Law.  Consider:  

So, my brothers, you also died to the Law through 
the body of Christ. . .              Romans 7:4 

Those who have believed in Christ have been identified with 

His death, and in doing so, died to the Mosaic Law—or any 

other kind of law-keeping.  Why am I so sure this is related 

to the Christian Life?  The rest of Verse 4 tells us:  

. . .that you might belong to another (Jesus Christ), to 
Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we 
might bear fruit to God.   

Do you see it?  Brothers (believers) belong to the resurrect-

ed One—that would be Jesus—in order to bear fruit!  That’s 

a reference to our Christian lives.   

. . .we have been released from the Law so that we 
serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old 
way of the written code.         Romans 7:6 

The Christian Life is meant to be Holy Spirit enabled, and 

not lived by a system of law-keeping.  You simply couldn’t 

say it any more clearly!  



Back to Galatians 
Monday, October 19: Read Romans 6  

Now we come to the most amazing thing in our Galatians 

passage: out of death—life!  

I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I 
who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave Himself for me.   Galatians 2:20  

This is an incredibly rich verse—let’s ponder a few things:   

1. Most of us waste a lot of time in our Christian lives by      

desiring to be stronger.  This verse makes it clear that 

God’s way isn’t to make us stronger, but to put us to 

death and then give us new life!  We will not make  

progress in our Christian lives until we align ourselves 

with His way of doing things.  

2. It will be very helpful in understanding Verse 20 to get 

the “I”s correct, so let’s go through it.  

I have been crucified with Christ. . . 

This “I” is a reference to who we were in Adam, and the 

same is true of the “I” in: it is no longer I who live.    

          Continued on the next page. 



Back to Galatians 
Monday, October 19:  

Read Romans 6 (Continued) 

3. As the verse continues, we change focus to who we are 
as new creations in Christ: 

Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in 
the flesh I live by faith. . .       Galatians 2:20 

So as believers we have the life of Christ, and it is that life 
that is to be manifest in and through us as we live the 
Christian Life.  As we will soon learn in our study of Gala-
tians, the Holy Spirit is the means by which the life of 
Christ can be manifest in us.  In short, Verse 20 takes us 
from who we were in Adam to who we now are, as believ-
ers, in Christ.  We see this same idea in today’s reading:   

In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but 
alive to God in Christ Jesus.            Romans 6:11   

To count ourselves dead to sin is to see ourselves as sepa-
rated from the sin nature’s power, and how does this hap-
pen?  Both Romans 6 
and Galatians 2 tell us 
exactly the same thing—
it is because of our iden-
tification with the death 
and burial of Jesus 
Christ.  This is something 
that we are to take by 
faith based upon the au-
thority of God’s Word.   
But don’t stop there, 
likewise, by faith, con-
clude that you are alive 
from the dead because you have also been identified with 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ—and that means newness 
of life!  

  

   

   

 



 Back to Galatians 
Tuesday, October 20:  
Read Galatians 3:1-5 

As we move into Chapter 3, Paul is going to continue to  
reinforce what we have been learning.  He is going to use a 
number of different arguments to prove that neither entry 
into the Family of God, or living the Christian Life, can be 
accomplished by means of law-keeping.  As we learned in 
yesterday’s reading, you simply cannot “set aside the grace 
of God” when it comes to either our salvation from hell to 
heaven or living the Christian Life.   Nothing can take the 
place of what God in grace provides.  We’ll call Paul’s first 
argument, the subject of today’s reading, the personal ar-
gument.  We can see it very clearly in Verse 2:   

I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did  
you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by  
believing what you heard?   

Paul knows the answer: the Galatian saints received the  
Holy Spirit because they believed in the person and work of 
Christ.  Specifically, they were regenerated (John 3:1-8), 

baptized into the Body of Christ (I Corinthians 12:12-14),  

indwelt by the Spirit (I Corinthians 6:19), and sealed by the 
Spirit (Ephesians 1:13-14).  All of this is the result of faith.  
But now they have received some false teaching—they have 
been beguiled by smooth talking proponents of law-
keeping.  The problem with that approach is that it is fool-
ish, as we see in Galatians 3:3:   

Are you so foolish?  After beginning with the Spirit, are 
you now trying to attain your goal by human effort?  

Law-keeping is an effort to be saved or live the Christian life 
by human effort!  How can even our best efforts stack up 
against the capability of the Holy Spirit?  No contest!  So 
having started with the Spirit, we need to continue with Him 
in order to live the kind of life to which God has called us!  



Back to Galatians 
Wednesday, October 21:  
Read Ephesians 1:1-14 

There is a way to test whether or not you are trying to live 
the Christian Life by appropriating the grace of God to do 
so, or by some system of law-keeping of your own making.  
Here is the test question: which of these describes your  
understanding of the Christian Life?  

1. If I am devoted to Christ —>  Then He will bless me. 

2. As the result of faith in Christ, God has blessed me  —> 
with the intent my devotion would follow. 

Here is the answer key: 

• To operate under #1 is to put yourself under law. 

• To think in terms of #2 is to be oriented to grace.   

William Newell says it this way:  

To preach devotion first, and blessing second is to  
reverse God’s order, and preach law, not grace.  The 
Law made man’s blessing dependent upon devotion; 
Grace confers undeserved, unconditional blessing: our 
devotion may follow, but does not always do so—in 
proper measure.  

At this point your question should be, “But is this Biblical?”  
Here is what we see in today’s reading:   

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms 
with every spiritual blessing in Christ.  Ephesians 1:3  

After two verses of greeting, this is the very first verse of 
doctrinal content to the church in Ephesus, and what is its  

 

 

 



Back to Galatians 
Wednesday, October 21:  

Read Ephesians 1:1-14 (Continued) 

focus?  The focus is the truth that the believers who make 
up the Church start right up front with every spiritual bless-
ing.  They do not have to demonstrate their devotion in  
order to earn those blessings!   

How can this be?  It is because the child of God, as the  
result of turning in faith to Christ, is immediately in Christ. 
Our position is in Christ, and our only position is in Him.  
That position enables God to bless us right from the start!  
As Paul says: 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. . .           II Corinthians 1:3 

 



Back to Galatians 
Thursday, October 22: Read Titus 2 

As a follow-up to yesterday, there are always those who 
will say that: “If the Christian has blessing right up front, 
then there is no incentive to perform!  This teaching about 
grace is going to be a license to sin!”  Are such concerns 
warranted?  Is that what grace actually teaches?  Let’s go 
to the Scriptures and see: 

For the grace of God that brings salvation has 
appeared to all men.  It teaches us to say “No” to 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 
while we wait for the Blessed Hope—the glorious 
appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
who gave Himself for us to redeem us from all 
wickedness and to purify for Himself a people that are 
His very own, eager to do what is good.  These then 
are the things you should teach.      Titus 2:11-15   

Consider the following closely.  First, the grace Gospel of 
salvation through faith in Christ is available to all men—not 
all will believe, but it is available to all.   

Second, the grace of God is a teacher to those who are 
saved.  What does it teach them?  To say, “No” to ungodli-
ness and worldliness!   That doesn’t sound like a license to 
sin.  It also teaches us to live a life that is self-controlled, 
upright and godly—resulting in a body of believers who are 
pure and set-apart unto God.  That doesn’t sound like a li-
cense to sin either.  In fact, it sounds pretty much like what 
those who are trying to force devotion are after.   

Here is the difference—you can’t force devotion through 
means of self-effort from the flesh.  It can only really be 
done by means of the enabling power of the Holy Spirit—
and He is exactly what God, in grace, has provided.  That 
would be another example of blessing first—followed by 
God’s expectation of devotion to follow!  



Back to Galatians 
Friday, October 23: Read II Timothy 4 

Galatians 3:5 asks a question:   

Does God give you His Spirit and work miracles 
among you because you observe the Law, or because 
you believe what you heard?   

This is a rhetorical question as, after consideration, Paul is 
expecting them to say: “Why it was believing what we 
heard!”  You see Paul is desperately trying to keep them 
from being sidelined by the false teachers who have infil-
trated their ranks.  In fact, let me summarize this way:   

Every spiritual milestone, all  
spiritual progress, and every  
spiritual accomplishment is  
ultimately related to 
believing what we hear from 
God’s Word—and proceed-
ing to walk in it by faith.     

Let me prove it to you! 

1. Every spiritual milestone. . . How about the milestone of 
entry into the Christian Life?   

Yet to all who received Him, to those who  believed 
in His Name, He gave the right to become children of 
God. . .                      John 1:12   

And then living the Christian Life?   

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, 
continue to live in Him, rooted and built up in Him 
strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and 
overflowing with thankfulness.          Colossians 2:6  

Compare the two verses carefully—both our eternal  
salvation and our life as Christians is to be lived by faith!   

    Continued on the next page. 



Back to Galatians 
Friday, October 23: Read II Timothy 4 

(Continued) 

2. And then all spiritual progress. . . 

And without faith it is impossible to please God,  
because anyone who comes to Him must believe 
that He exists and that He rewards those who 
earnestly seek Him.          Hebrews 11:6  

There is no pleasing God in this life apart from faith, and 
then, of course, the ideal way to step out of this life is to be 
able to say:  

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith.  Now there is in store for 
me the crown of righteousness. . .      II Timothy 4:7-8   

As for every spiritual accomplishment—we’ll pick up that 
topic in Monday’s devotional.   



Back to Galatians 
Monday, October 26:  
Read II Corinthians 5  

We have been considering whether the following statement 

will stand the test of Scripture:   

Every spiritual milestone, all spiritual progress, and 
every spiritual accomplishment is ultimately related to 
believing what we hear from God’s Word—and 
proceeding to walk in it by faith.  

Continuing where we left off yesterday:   

3. Every spiritual accomplishment. . . Consider the accom-

plishments of those listed in Hebrews Chapter 11.  The 

chapter lists godly individuals of the past like Gideon, 

Barak, David, Samuel, Daniel, and the prophets.  But 

what did they accomplish?   

. . .who through faith conquered kingdoms, 
administered justice. . .who shut the mouths of 
lions, quenched the fury of flames, and escaped the 
edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to 
strength; and who became powerful in battle and 
routed foreign armies.            Hebrews 11:33-34 

And how did they accomplish all of this?  The text 

makes it clear: through faith!  In short, the child of God 

is to:  

. . .walk by faith, not by sight.      II Corinthians 5:7  

But where does this kind of faith come from?  How do 

we get it?   

So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the 
Word of God.           Romans 10:17  

    Continued on the next page. 



Back to Galatians 
Monday, October 26:  

Read II Corinthians 5 (Continued) 

So I think I have made my case!   

Every spiritual milestone, all spiritual progress, and 
every spiritual accomplishment is ultimately related to 
believing what we hear from God’s Word—and 
proceeding to walk in it by faith.   

Now you know what we are about in our daily devotionals: 

Coming to God’s Word that the truths contained therein 

might lead to 

faith; developing 

faith that causes 

us to grow and 

progress in our 

spiritual lives and 

accomplish all 

that God desires 

to do through us!  

We will experi-

ence these God-

directed accom-

plishments, not 

because we are 

trying to keep 

some system of 

law, but  because 

we believe what 

we hear from 

God’s Word! (Galatians 3:5)   

And all God’s people said, “Amen!” 

 

 



Return to Exodus 
Tuesday, October 27: Read Exodus 3  

(Highlight Verses 10-12) 

As we return to Exodus once again for another collection 
of daily readings, I want to remind you of how strongly 
the narrative of Moses and the Israelites is a microcosm of 
our own story (and the story of mankind)!  That, of 
course, is one of the reasons it has been preserved for us.  
Perhaps you are thinking, “Are you serious, what does it 
have to do with me?  This is just ancient history!”  Well, 
let me show you what I mean.  In the NIV translation of 
Exodus 3:10, we find these three words: “So now, go.”  

What else does Moses need to be told?  Actually, nothing!  
The Sovereign of the universe has just told him to go, and 
the rest of the verse makes clear his destination—Egypt.  
Does Moses immediately pack his bags and go?  He does 
not!  Not for the last time, this should cause us to observe 
that our God is very gracious! 

Now, for our first parallel: Have we, as God’s children, 
been told to go?  We have, on at least two levels.  First, 
per Matthew 28:19-20 we have been told to “Go and 
make disciples of all nations. . .”  This is directed to the 
Church of Jesus Christ, but all of us are to be involved and 
recognize the weight of this command on a personal level.   

I think it is helpful to recall a very interesting observation 
by Archbishop W. Temple, “The church is the only society 
that exists for the benefit of those who are not its mem-
bers.”  Although we do not exist solely for the benefit of 
non-members, he is certainly right about what should be a 
major portion of our focus!  Spend some time meditating 
on Matthew 28:18-20. 

We will develop the second level in which we have been 
instructed to go in tomorrow’s devotional. 



Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, October 28: Read Exodus 4 

(Highlight Verses 7-17)  

Yesterday we saw the first way in which all believers have 
been told to go, just as Moses was.  Today, I want to  
develop a second way in which we have been directed by 
God to go.  We have, in essence, been told to go with  
respect to the exercise of our spiritual gifts that Christ him-
self distributes by grace to each believer.   

But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ 
apportioned it . . . It was He who gave some to be 
apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evange-
lists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to pre-
pare God’s people for works of service, so that the 
body of Christ may be built up. . .    Ephesians 4:7ff 

In I Corinthians 12, we see how important it is for each 
member of the body to put their spiritual gift in play.  And 
in Colossians 3:17, 23 we are encouraged to do  
whatever we do with all our hearts as unto the 
Lord.  So although there is no one Scripture  
which says, “Go and put your spiritual gift  
to work,” I think we can make a pretty  
good Scriptural case to support exactly  
that idea.  So we have been told to  
go on at least two levels—specifically,  
to represent Christ to lost people with  
the aim of turning them into followers  
(disciples) of Christ, and to exercise our  
spiritual gifts within the body of believers.   

Did Moses budge when God told him to  
go?  No he didn’t—at least not at first. How 
are you and I doing in responding to the clear direction of 
God’s Word?  At times, probably no better than Moses. 

Like I said—what a microcosm! 

 

 



Return to Exodus 
Thursday, October 29: Read Exodus 21 

and then Exodus 3:10-12 

So what did God do after telling Moses to go, and getting 
an excuse in return?  Meditate on Verse 12, and consider 
just how gracious God is to His people (including us): 

• God tells Moses that He will go with him!  You can count 
on the fact that whatever God has for us to do, He will 
always go with us.  This should really be enough for  
Moses to get packing and take off!   

• Are there still parallels between what God has told  
Moses and our own circumstances?  Consider just these 
two verses: 

“And I (Jesus) will ask the Father, and He will give 
you another Counselor to be with you forever— 
the Spirit of truth.”          John 14:16-17   

“But the counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the  
Father will send in My name, will teach you all things 
and will remind you of everything I have said to 
you.”                  John 14:26  

Are you beginning to see how consistently God works 
with his children?  He never asks without providing the 
means, and He never leaves us on our own.  

• Did you notice that not only did God promise to go with 
Moses, but He also promised a sign.  In essence, God 
gave Moses literal and specific fulfillment of His promise 
to redeem the Israelites.  How often does God do the 
same thing for us—show us that he is concerned and  
intimately involved in our lives by preserving us through 
some crisis, answering prayer, fulfilling a promise?   

Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His  
benefits. . .              Psalm 103:2 



Return to Exodus 
Friday, October 30: Read  

Exodus 3:13-21 and Acts 1:1-14  
(Does Verse 8 use might or shall?)  

In the course of the next chapter and a half, Moses is going 
to raise three issues with respect to why he shouldn’t go.  
And once again, the parallels are amazing—for we use al-
most exactly the same excuses to justify why we shouldn’t 
go when God calls us.   

Remember, as a minimum, God has already told us to:  

• Go and make disciples. 

• Go and put our spiritual gifts into play.   

The First Issue—Competing Voices 

The first issue (excuse) can be found in Exodus 3:13.  I call 
this the issue of Competing Voices!  

Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites 
and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent 
me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is His name?’  
Then what shall I tell them?’”   

 



Return to Exodus 
Friday, October 30: Read  

Exodus 3:13-21 and Acts 1:1-14  
(Does Verse 8 use might or shall?)  (Continued) 

I call this question the issue of Competing Voices because 
the Israelites have a voice that consists of a faint recollec-
tion of their heritage and some kind of associated blessing.  
But, they also have another much louder voice in terms of 
Pharaoh’s decrees and their harsh taskmasters.  And now 
they have yet another voice giving them both hope and a 
promise.  However, this promising voice comes in the 
midst of very tough circumstances.   

They are going to have to decide whom to listen to—just 
as we do!  Moses knows this is going to be a very chal-
lenging issue, because, although the Jews have grown 
greatly in terms of numbers, the same cannot be said of 
their spiritual status.   

Now note the way that God gives Moses a two-part answer 
to his questioning: 

• First, God wants to make clear that His voice is that of 
the uncaused Cause of all things; the self-existing one 
who stands above all.  (I AM!) 

 And God said unto Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This what 
you are to say to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to 

you.’”                  Exodus 3:14 

• Second, He is the God of history!  He is the One who 
controls and directs in accordance with His purposes.  

 “’. . .the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the 
God of Jacob has sent me unto you.    Exodus 3:15  
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