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Daily Devotional 
January 2018 



Foreword 
This, our third year of Devotionals, would not be possible 
without the dedicated team who for-
mats, edits, and prints these monthly 
guides.  There is a lot of work that 
goes on behind the scenes and much 
time and talent expended.  In turn, they 
are a blessing to us all, and I trust we 
are grateful for their ministry.  Please 
pray for their endurance and discern-
ment in their tasks this coming year.   

Let me remind you why we are doing 
these Devotionals.  My primary motivation is simple: to 
prompt our fellowship to get into God’s Word on a daily 
basis.  The goal is not just reading scripture as an item on 
a chore list, but studying in a way that prompts deep think-
ing about what God has communicated to us.  Ideally, 
scripture reading will become a daily foundation that will 
help prepare all of us for the times we gather corporately 
for Bible Study or Worship.  I cannot emphasize too 
strongly the need to bathe our minds in the Word of God 
so that we might hold the thinking of the world at arm’s 
length—where it belongs.   

This year we are going to start a bit differently.  For the 
first week or so, your readings will correspond to our 
theme for 2018.  I think you will find these readings helpful 
as preparation for the first few messages of the new year.   

In His grace, 

 

Kevin Redig 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 

 



Thoughts on our Theme 
Monday, January 1: Read Joshua 23 

   Happy New Year!   

What a blessing to open the new year with you by opening 
God’s Word together.  We will start exploring our theme 
for 2018 which is taken from I Thessalonians 4:3:   

It is God’s Will for You to Be Sanctified 

You are probably surprised at the place I have chosen to 
begin our reading for the year.  Bear with me and, in time, 
you will see the benefit.   

We read this same chapter in early December, but left 
much of its richness untapped.  Joshua has successfully 
led the Israelites into a partial occupation of the Land.  
And when he now tells them in Joshua 23: “I am old, ad-
vanced in age.” (Verse 2) and “I am about to go the way of 
all the earth” (Verse 14), you know he is giving them a 
straight from the heart message.   

Continued on the next page. 

 



Thoughts on our Theme 
Monday, January 1: Read Joshua 23 

(Continued) 

Here is a break down of Joshua’s message:   

1. You have repeatedly seen God’s faithfulness:  

You know with all your heart and soul that  
not one of all the good promises the Lord your God  

gave you has failed.  Verse 14 

2. God expects a response from His people:  

Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written  
in the Book of the Law of Moses, without  

turning aside to the right or to the left.  Verse  6   

3. God’s faithfulness to His Word works both ways:  

But just as every good promise of the Lord your God  
has come true, so the Lord will bring on you all  

the evil He has threatened. . . Verse 15    

4. So here is what is on the line in terms of the people’s 
response:   

If you violate the covenant of the Lord your God. . . 
the Lord’s anger will burn against you,  

and you will quickly perish from the good land  
He has given you.  Verse 15 

Perhaps you are thinking, “Wow, this is a heavy topic for 
the start of the year!”  I offer no apologies, and warn you 
to wait until you see what happens in the book of Judges.  
Our God is so gracious and loving, but He also has a firm 
desire for the lives of His people!   

Would you really want it any other way? 



Thoughts on our Theme 
Tuesday, January 2: Read Numbers 33 

Yesterday we saw Joshua admonish the people to: 

 Be very strong; be careful to obey all  
that God has commanded  

[written in the Book of the Law of Moses]   
Joshua 23:6   

The context for this is that they are now in the Land that 
God had promised to them as far back as the dialogue be-
tween Moses and God:  

The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of  
My people in Egypt. . .So I have come down to rescue 

them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them 
up out of that land into a good and spacious land,  

a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the 
Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites,. . .”   Exodus 3:7-8   

                Continued on the next page. 

 



Thoughts on our Theme 
Tuesday, January 2: Read Numbers 33 

(Continued) 

It is important for us to understand that God did not arbi-
trarily displace several people groups in favor of Israel.  At 
the same time He was providing a land for Israel, He was 
executing judgment on wicked and depraved people.  This 
judgment too had been in the sovereign plans of God for a 
long time:  

“In the fourth generation your descendants will come 
back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not  
yet reached its full measure.”  Genesis 15:16 

The historical records document how totally depraved 
were the ten people groups listed in Deuteronomy 7:1. 
Here is where today’s reading comes into focus.   
Numbers 33:55 tells the people what will happen if they do 
not obey God’s command to rid the Land of the evil influ-
ence of those who populate it. 

 “But if you do not drive out the 
inhabitants of the Land, those 

you allow to remain will become 
barbs in your eyes and thorns  
in your sides.  They will give  

you trouble  in the land  
where you will live.”   

Are you starting to put this to-
gether?  God is calling the people to separate themselves 
from the evil of this world.  He gives these instructions, not 
only because He is separate, but for their own good.   

Do you think these instructions apply to us during the time 
of the Church? 



Thoughts on our Theme 
Wednesday, January 3: Read Judges 1 

Verse 1 tells us that we are now in a time period following 
the death of Moses and Joshua.  How do the people do 
after more than 50 years of their stalwart leadership?  
Things start out well.  Judah and Simeon join together to 
enlarge their territory by attacking the peoples designated 
by God.  But then in Verse 21 an ominous pattern begins: 

 The Benjamites, however, failed to dislodge  
the Jebusites, who were living in Jerusalem. . . 

This same pattern continued with Manasseh, Ephraim, 
Zebulun, Asher, Naphtali, and the Danites.  Each of these 
is one of the tribes of Israel, and each of them failed to 
obey God’s command to eliminate the evil inhabitants of 
the Land into which they were expanding and settling 
down.  In other words, they were allowing pockets of evil 
to remain among them.   

Before reading any further, what do you suppose is certain 
to happen?  Let’s start to think of this in spiritual terms for 
the purpose of trying to make application in our own lives.  
What do you think happens to the Christian—one who has 
been made alive in Christ, raised up with Him, and is posi-
tionally seated with Him in the heavenly realms—who al-
lows certain pockets of worldliness to remain in his or her 
life?  Does this mean they are not really Christians?  Of 
course not, no more than the disobedience of Israel can-
celled their Jewishness or the Exodus.  But it has impacted 
the set-apart nature that God intended for His people.   

In the same way allowing pockets of worldliness in our 
lives will impact God’s desire for us to be a sanctified peo-
ple!  Ponder this deeply! 



Thoughts on our Theme 
Thursday, January 4: Read Judges 2 

The sequence given us in the second chapter of Judges is 
as clear as it is sad!  Let’s break it down:   

1. This is God’s response to the Israelites’ failure to  
completely conquer the Land.   

“Yet you have disobeyed Me.   
Why have you done this?”  Verse 2  

2. There are consequences for failure—there always are! 

  “Now therefore I tell you that I will not drive them out 
before you;  they will be thorns in your sides and their 

gods will be a snare to you.”  Verse 3  

3. The next generation was spiritually out of touch, for 
they: 

. . .knew neither the Lord nor what  
He had done for Israel.  Verse 10 

4. Not surprisingly the combination of spiritual decline 
and opportunity (the idolatry of foreign inhabitants) led 
this generation to sin:   

Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord and 
served the Baals.  They forsook the Lord,  

the God of their Fathers. . .  Verse 12   

What a mess!  And, things began with such promise!  In 
fact, don’t we often refer to the new home of the Israelites 
as the Promised Land?  Didn’t the people have this as 
their hope all those years in the desert?  What happened?  
Read on!   
 



Thoughts on our Theme 
Thursday, January 4: Read Judges 2 

(Continued) 
Now, let’s explore what happened and, at the same time, 
begin to make application from the book of Judges to our 
day and our circumstances.  The Israelites were disobedi-
ent to the revealed will of God.  In particular, they failed to 
completely drive evil from the Land.   

As Christians during the church age, we have the clear 
call to be sanctified—to come out from the world and be 
separate!  Should we allow pockets of worldliness to re-
main in our lives?  If we do, will we possess the Land as 
God intends?  Will we progress in the ongoing spiritual 
growth God intends for each one of us?   

   

II Corinthians 6:17 



Thoughts on our Theme 
Friday, January 5: Read Judges 3 

Consider these verses from yesterday’s reading:   
Whenever the Lord raised up a judge for them,  

He was with the judge and saved them out of the hands 
of their enemies. . .as they groaned under those  

who oppressed and afflicted them.  But when the judge 
died, the people returned to ways even more corrupt. . .  

They refused to give up their evil practices  
and stubborn ways.  Judges 2:18-19   

Two essential things to note:   

1. This is the pattern of the book of Judges: The disobedi-
ence of the people in allowing evil to remain among 
them leads to sin on their part; sin leads to judgment 
from God; when the judgment becomes too painful,  
the people cry out and God sends a Judge to deliver 
them; the people come back to the Lord for a time, but 
then turn away again to ways even more corrupt.  In 
short, the book of Judges describes a spiral downward 
into total anarchy.   

2. The reason the book of Judges is included in the Bible 
is to teach us something, to document theory and illus-
trate it in practice!  It is an ugly book that portrays what 
happens when a people harden their hearts and turn 
from God.  And the context makes it clear.  This is a 
God who loves them and desires to provide everything 
for them.  But, He is also a holy God and will not com-
promise His call on them to be a holy people.   

Now Americans are in no way the Chosen People, nor are 
we a nation set apart after the pattern of Israel.  Neverthe-
less, we have certainly been blessed by God out of all pro-
portion.  We, too, have turned and appear by every meas-
ure to be spiraling downward.  Do you think we can expect 
anything less than the judgment of God to fall upon us?   
Finally, how is His Church doing, spiritually speaking?  



Thoughts on our Theme 
Monday, January 8: Read Luke 8:1‐18 

In our reading today, turn your attention to what is com-
monly referred to as: The Parable of the Sower (Verses 5-
15).  Note the following things in this passage:  

1. Only those represented by the beaten path are specifi-
cally said to have had the Word taken away, “so that 
they may not believe and be saved.”  Notice the con-
nection yet again between belief and salvation!  

2. In the case of all three of the other soils (categories of 
people), belief is either explicitly stated or implied by 
virtue of there being germination, that is life. 

3. The problem with two of the soils is not life (belief), but 
production.  Only the good soil produces a crop and 
look at how it is connected to the idea of perseverance 
and not life.   

There are many who will teach that only one of the soils 
represents saved individuals, and that is because only one 
produces fruit.  Let me tell you plainly, to hold to such a 
position is to have a works-based understanding of salva-
tion.  That is what fruit is—a work produced in the life of a 
believer.  On the contrary, what the Bible is teaching in 
this parable is that it is possible for a born-again child of 
God to fail to produce anything of value either because of 
failing to put down roots in the Word of God or by getting 
tangled up in the attractions of this world.   

Now, connect this to the book of Judges: the rocky soil 
Christians and the thorny soil Christians failed to enlarge 
their territory, spiritually speaking.  One reason for that 
failure is that they failed to rid the Land of the evil that 
abided there.  For it is God’s call upon us to become pro-
gressively set apart unto Him in thought, word, and action 
and not be tangled up with the worries and pleasures of 
this world.  Think about it! 



Thoughts on our Theme 
Tuesday, January 9: Read Ephesians 4:17‐32 

Look at how firmly Paul exhorts the believers in Ephesus:  

I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord,  
that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do  

in the futility of their thinking.  Verse 17  

Why is he telling these Christians that they must no longer 
live as the Gentiles, and by that I think he means the lost 
people among whom the Church was planted?  The an-
swer is because it is entirely possible for them to do so.  In 
fact the Greek grammar suggests that they were doing 
this and Paul is telling them to stop.   

Do not let anyone mislead you into thinking this passage 
is descriptive of the lost.  On the contrary, it is a warning 
for the saved!  So much of the New Testament is caution-
ary in nature—cautioning believers about what not to do.  
After a few days of reading in the book of Judges, it is 
clear that the cautionary nature of the Word extends to not 
just the New Testament but the entire Bible.  Both the 
book of Judges, and this portion of Ephesians have been 
preserved to caution believers about the need to turn from 
worldliness and instead be:  

. . .made new in the attitude of your minds;  
and to put on the new self, created to be like God  
in true righteousness and holiness.  Verses 23-24  

To connect with our theme for the year, this is one way to 
describe progressive sanctification.  What’s the alterna-
tive?  The downward spiral of Judges or the downward 
spiral of Ephesians 4:19:  

Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves 
over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind  

of impurity, with a continual lust for more.  
We really need to be on guard, don’t we? 



Thoughts on our Theme 
Wednesday, January 10: Read Judges 21 

Read the intervening chapters in Judges as you are able.  
But for our purposes, here is what we should know about 
the narrative, although there are some spiritual moments 
along the way, for the most part the storyline we observed 
in Chapters 2-3 continues all the way to the end of the 
book. 

Chapter 21 really brings to a culmination the whole sordid 
mess that has become the moral fabric of Israel.  The 
strange narrative about getting wives for men from the 
tribe of Benjamin certainly doesn’t sound like something 
God would author-
ize, does it?   

It was necessary 
because the other 
11 tribes nearly 
wiped out the tribe 
of Benjamin. That 
came about be-
cause a Levite 
priest was dabbling 
in idolatry, sacri-
ficed his concubine 
to save himself, 
and then got self-
righteously indig-
nant about the 
whole episode in 
such a way that he 
incited infighting 
among the tribes.  
(You can read about that incident in Chapters 19-20.)   

                                                   Continued on the next page. 



Thoughts on our Theme 
Wednesday, January 10: Read Judges 21 

(Continued) 

Our reading today makes it very clear God’s people had 
wandered far from His 
will for them.  The last 
verse of the book 
sums up the situation 
perfectly:   

In those days, Israel  
had no king; everyone 

did as he saw fit.  
Verse 25   

The nation is in anar-
chy at this point, as 
Chapter 21 makes 
clear.  Two points to 
take away from this 
chapter:   

1. In spite of their dire condition, God is not finished with 
His people.  The book of Ruth shows there are still 
spiritual people with character in the Land, and in the 
book of I Samuel God begins to pull the people back to 
Himself.   

2. Most importantly to the point of our study, the book of 
Judges is about what happens when mankind chooses 
to go their own way, to do as they see fit.   

This narrative is meant to get us to think, “Oh no!  I need 
to stay away from that kind of downward spiral no matter 
what it takes.”  Then, as we ponder, we realize that what it 
takes is to consistently enlarge our territory—spiritually 
speaking.  We do this by growing in our relationship with 
the Lord through His Word, and by “driving the inhabitants 
(worldliness) from our Land!” 



Return to the Book of John 
Thursday, January 11: Read John 12:1‐11 

When we left John’s gospel, Jesus had raised Lazarus 
from the dead and many had placed their faith in Him!  
Now in Chapter 12 we learn that the story of Lazarus’  
resuscitation from the dead has spread, and: 

 . . .many of the Jews were going over to Jesus  
and putting their faith in Him.  Verse 11  

People were getting saved, and now the chief priests were 
planning to kill Lazarus as well.  You can expect religious 
people to resist the work of God every step of the way.  
We will see, as this chapter continues, just how hard an 
obstacle unbelief can be to overcome.  In the meantime, 
we have the marvelous story of Mary anointing Jesus for 
burial by pouring a very expensive perfume on His head  
and then washing His feet with her hair.  (The parallel pas-
sages in Matthew 26 and Mark 14 are worth reading for 
their additional detail.)  To me this is such a gripping nar-
rative because it speaks of the place of personal worship.  
Without question, this was an act of worship on the part of 
Mary.  Ponder the following:  Whatever it was that 
prompted Mary to act as she did, she was the only one of 
all His followers who worshipped Jesus in the way she 
ministered to Him.   

In Luke 24:1-3, the women who were going to the tomb 
early Sunday morning following the crucifixion, in order to 
anoint the body of Jesus, had the best of intentions, but 
they were too late.  He had risen and no longer needed to 
be anointed for burial.  Only Mary’s act of worship was 
timely, and listen to what Jesus had to say:  

“I tell you the truth, wherever this gospel is preached 
throughout the world, what she has done will also be 

told, in memory of her.”  Matthew 26:13  

High praise indeed from the Lord of glory! 
 



Return to the Book of John 
Friday, January 12: Read John 12:12‐22 

The 11 verses in today’s reading are just full of informa-
tion.  Consider the following:   

 Jesus is given a tremendous and praise-filled welcome 
to Jerusalem.   

 This welcome is in direct fulfillment of prophecy and 
apparently nobody realized it.  At least one historian 
has shown that this is a fulfillment, to the exact day, of 
Daniel 9:26. 

Here are questions for you to ponder.  Jesus knew that 
many of these very same people were going to be shout-
ing “Crucify Him, crucify Him” just a few short days later, 
how could He keep going?  How could He show such love 
and compassion for the crowds and even His own disci-
ples who were soon to deny Him?   

Consider the following thoughts:   

1. His love for His creation motivated Him:  

But God demonstrates His own love towards us,  
in that while we were yet sinners,  

Christ died for us.  Romans 5:8  

2. His goal for mankind kept Him going:  

 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise,  
as some count slackness, but is long-suffering  

toward us, not willing that any should perish but that 
all should come to repentance.  II Peter 3:9  

Do you see it?  Jesus loves all of mankind, and wants 
all to recognize their need of a Savior and to come to 
Him in faith.   

 

 



Return to the Book of John 
Friday, January 12: Read John 12:12‐22 

(Continued) 

3. His obedience to the will of the Father:   

“For I have come down from heaven  
not to do My will, but to do the will of Him  

who sent Me.”  John 6:38   

Have you realized that every one of these things is to ap-
ply to us?  For we are to love others enough to share the 
Good News with them; we should long for those the Lord 
brings into our sphere of influence to come to Him; and we 
too have been called by the Father to go and make disci-
ples.  In the Lord Jesus Christ we have a role model be-
yond compare!  

 



Return to the Book of John 
Monday, January 15: Read John 12:23‐50 

Pay attention to Verses 24-26. This is a parallel passage 
to Matthew 16:24-26 and others in Mark 8 and Luke 9. 
Why?  In Matthew 16:25, Jesus says:  

“For whoever wants to save his life will lose it,  
but whoever loses his life for Me will find it.”   

Do you see the connection with John 12:25?  These 
verses are talking, first of all, about whether one will try to 
live independently of God or in humility turn to Christ and 
trust Him for salvation.  Then the even larger and more 
poignant issue is the choices we make as Christians.  Will 
we try to maintain control of our lives, or will we give up 
the independent use of our time, treasure, and talents, 
and take up whatever calling God might have on our 
lives?  Why would we conclude that this is the correct in-
terpretation?  First, because that is exactly what Jesus is 
doing!  For He is talking about Himself in Verse 24:   

“I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the 
ground and dies, it remains only a single seed.   

But if it dies, it produces many seeds.”   
He is going to die and, as the result, many are going to be 
saved because of His sacrifice.  Verse 26 is all about 
those seeds serving the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is exactly 
the thrust of our parallel passage in Matthew 16:24:   

“If anyone would come after Me, he must deny himself 
and take up his cross and follow me.”     

This isn’t about putting up with some problem or affliction, 
it is all about following the example of Christ in giving up 
the independent use of our lives and following after Him.  
Why would we want to do that?  First, because He is call-
ing us to do so; and second, because Jesus has revealed,  

“My Father will honor the one who serves Me.”  Verse 26 
Do you desire to be honored by the Father?   



Return to the Book of John 
Tuesday, January 16: Read Titus 2 

As we continue our thoughts on the content of John 12, 
also consider Titus 2:11:  

For the grace of God that brings salvation  
has appeared to all men.   

Now couple that with John 12:32:   

“But I, when I am lifted up from the earth,  
will draw all men to Myself.”   

Jesus has been talking about His coming crucifixion:  

 “My heart is troubled”   John 12:27 

“. . .shall I say, ‘Save Me from this hour?’   
No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour.”  

John 12:27 

“. . .when I am lifted up. . .”  John 12:32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on the next page. 

 



Return to the Book of John 
Tuesday, January 16: Read Titus 2 (Continued) 

All three of these verses are references to the cross of our 
Lord and Savior.  And there are two outcomes:  All men 
will be drawn; and the grace of God will have appeared to 
the human race!  These are two astounding statements.  
Let’s give thought to trying to understand them.  First, 
these are not statements about the knowledge all men 
and women, of all subsequent history, will automatically 
possess.  Rather, these are statements of the scope, suffi-
ciency, and nature of the cross!   

 Its scope—the sins of all men were paid for. 

 Its sufficiency—all who believe can now have remis-
sion of sin. 

 Its nature—it is by the grace of God.  Jesus has done 
the work of salvation, ours is to place our faith in His 
finished work.   

Notice that this understanding is completely compatible 
with this command of our Lord:   

“. . .go and make disciples. . .”   Matthew 28:19 

It is also consistent with this teaching from Romans: 

 . . .how can they believe in the One of whom  
they have not heard?  Romans 10:14  

We still need to communicate the Gospel of God’s grace, 
but here is what we can be absolutely sure of:  Wherever 
we go, the message of the cross will have the power to 
save!  For it is the grace of God to all men that Jesus is 
drawing lost mankind to Himself and it: 

. . .is the power of salvation for everyone who believes: 
first for the Jew and then for the Gentile.  Romans 1:16 



Return to the Book of John 
Wednesday, January 17: Read John 3 

It is difficult to leave John, Chapter 12, there is so much 
rich content there!  For example, consider Verse 37:  

Even after all these miraculous signs in their presence, 
they still wouldn’t believe in Him. 

In other words, the people went with their own internal 
agendas, rather than the evidence before them.  Unbelief 
is a very hard obstacle to overcome.  As we have learned, 
God has taken care of everything else, but we must still 
respond to His conviction by making a choice to place our 
faith in Christ.   

Their persistence in unbelief was going on at the same 
time as those mentioned in Verse 37 were believing:  

 Yet at the same time many even among the leaders  
believed in Him.  Verse 42  

       Continued on the next page. 



Return to the Book of John 
Wednesday, January 17: Read John 3 (Continued) 

Some who believed would not publicly confess their faith 
because they were afraid of being ostracized at the local 
synagogue.  Many question whether they were really 
saved.  Certainly there are consequences for keeping 
one’s faith to oneself—both in time and eternity.  But we 
also must acknowledge that, as we have seen in 12 chap-
ters of John’s Gospel, the issue has always been belief 
versus unbelief.  That is why we are reading Chapter 3 
today as a reminder:  

 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life,  
but whoever rejects the Son will not see life,  
for God’s wrath remains on him.  John 3:18 

The proper follow-up to our faith is going to become the 
issue as Jesus talks with His disciples in Chapters 13-17.  
But we need to take into account Jesus’ closing words in 
Chapter 12.  In Verses 44-50, the issue centers on belief 
versus unbelief, and how clearly judgment is related to un-
belief.  Finally, note the shift from belief to eternal life in 
Verse 50.  What is the criteria for eternal life?  

 . . . that whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish but 
have everlasting life.   John 3:15 



Searching for the Profound 
In Jeremiah 

We did a series in the book of Jeremiah with the above 
title during the summer of 2016.  Because we extracted 
categories of truth from the book, we did not necessarily 
proceed in numerical order—and you may find this a little 
confusing at first.  However, the book itself is not laid out 
chronologically, so don’t worry about the order in which 
you read the chapters.   

Focus instead on the development of a number of pro-
found truths which have direct application in our day.  Fur-
thermore, you can consider this an introduction to some of 
the major content of Jeremiah.  For this reason we will 
read selected chapters rather than the entire book.   



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Thursday, January 18: Read II Chronicles 36 

As we begin our study of the book of Jeremiah, we start 
with the bad news as laid out in II Chronicles 36.  The 
people of Judah, the southern kingdom of Israel, had be-
come so unfaithful to the Lord and so caught up in evil that 
God said in Verse 16 “there was no remedy” but to send 
them into exile at the hands of the Babylonians.   

If we know anything about the book of Jeremiah, we tend 
to know that things are a terrible mess in Israel, Jeremiah 
is a prophet of doom, and the hammer is about to fall.  
And indeed it does!  There are three separate deporta-
tions of the population during the book.   

 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Thursday, January 18: Read II Chronicles 36 

(Continued) 
At its conclusion, King Zedekiah is forced to watch the 
massacre of his own children just before his eyes are put 
out.  The walls of Jerusalem are razed, the Temple de-
stroyed, the priesthood put to death, and Jerusalem 
burned.  It is a time of great judgment, terrible deprivation, 
and intense suffering.   

This kind of storyline and the message of Jeremiah does 
not have a lot of general appeal.  It is for this reason that 
most of us have never taken a closer look at this major 
Old Testament prophet. We must be careful about coming 
to the Word of God with preconceptions regarding its 
value.  On the contrary, I would like to suggest to you that 
Jeremiah has been chosen to be included in the canon of 
Scripture, not only for its historical value, but more impor-
tantly because it contains profound truth that speaks pow-
erfully through the centuries right down to the very time in 
which we live.   

The word profound has its origin as a word to describe the 
depths of the ocean.  We are going to find within the book 
of Jeremiah, many truths that lie below the surface narra-
tive of judgment—deep truths that convict our hearts as 
God intends for them to do so.   

So join me in a study of the ministry of this towering figure 
of the Old Testament and the revelation God gave us 
through him. 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Friday, January 19: Read Daniel 1 

Perhaps after yesterday’s introduction you are thinking, 
“When you say there are profound truths within the Book 
of Jeremiah, what kinds of things are you talking about?”  
Here is an example to whet your appetite.  If we get 
caught up in the sin of the Israelites and the judgment to 
fall, we will miss the story of Daniel.  For Daniel grew up 
under the ministry of Jeremiah.  He was taken as a cap-
tive to Babylon, probably in his late teens, during one of 
the three deportations that occurred during Jeremiah’s 
ministry.   

Now here is what is 
meant by the profound.  
Israel had become so 
rebellious and entan-
gled in sin that God had 
pronounced there was 
“no remedy” but terrible 
divine judgment.  And 
yet, at the very same 
time judgment was fal-
ling, God providentially 
arranged for Daniel to 
be taken to Babylon and 
rise to a place of promi-
nence that he might 
look out for his people 
during their exile.   

God also sent Ezekiel 
as a prophet to the peo-
ple in exile.  Ezekiel also grew up under the ministry of 
Jeremiah.  Now imagine this, part of Ezekiel’s ministry to 
those in exile was to speak of Israel’s yet glorious future.  



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Friday, January 19: Read Daniel 1 

(Continued) 
We could go on and talk about how God raised up Nehemiah 
as cup-bearer, Hadassah (Ester) as queen, and many others.   

Do you see the profound?  While God is judging His peo-
ple for their sin, He is moving the pieces into place to both 
protect them and remind 
them of their future!  Who 
does this kind of thing?  
Who operates in such a 
manner?  A God who loves 
His people, and a God who 
is not willing that any 
should perish, but all 
should come to a saving 
knowledge of Him.  In 
short, this is the work of a 
God who is rich in mercy 
and whose love endures 
forever.  Our God is holy 
and will judge sin.  But at 
the same time do you see 
Him moving the pieces on 
the board like a master 
chess-player to provide for 
His own?   

Some things remain the 
same through the centu-
ries.  There is a Lake of 
Fire for those who persist 
in unbelief, but God has 
also provided a so-great salvation for all who will turn and 
believe in His provision through Jesus Christ. 
 

II Peter 3:8-9 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Monday, January 22: Read Jeremiah 1 

As we are introduced to Jeremiah and his call to ministry, 
here are a few things you should know about him:   

1. His father, Hilkiah, was a priest in the priestly line of 
Aaron.  That means that this would have been the 
likely career-path for Jeremiah as well.   

2. Jeremiah’s family was in Anathoth, which is about 
three miles north of Jerusalem, providing ready access 
to the place of political leadership in Judah.   

3. Jeremiah’s call to ministry came during the reign of a 
very good king, Josiah, which must have been a bless-
ing at the start of his ministry.  The remaining kings 
during his ministry were all bad, and a number of them 
allowed his persecution as a prophet of God.   

In Verses 4-5 we have the Lord’s emphatic setting apart of 
Jeremiah to ministry.  Like many a prophet, Jeremiah is 
not so sure, and in Verses 6-7 he puts forward a number 
of excuses.  God affirms His intent to work through 
Jeremiah in Verses 9-10 and 17-18: 

  “Now I have put my words in your mouth. . . 
they will fight against you but will not overcome you, 

for I am with you and will rescue you. . .”   

Jeremiah is typical of the people of God when they are 
called to do something out of their comfort zone.  Do you 
remember the struggle that Moses put up in resisting 
God’s call in Exodus Chapters 3-4?  Warren Wiersbe gets 
right to the heart of the matter when he says: 

 When God calls us. . . He isn’t making a mistake,  
and for us to hesitate or refuse to obey is to act  

on the basis of unbelief and not faith. 

What do you think:  Is it an act of unbelief when we don’t 
respond to God’s call on our lives? (Continued tomorrow.) 
 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Tuesday, January 23: Read Matthew 28 

I am wanting us to think about the possibility that the fail-
ure to respond to God’s call on our lives is an act of unbe-
lief—which means it is sin!  Perhaps you are thinking, 
“What call are you talking about?”  Consider this as just a 
representative list:   

 Has not God chosen us?   

For He chose us in Him before the creation  
of the world to be holy and blameless in His sight.  

Ephesians 1:4   

 Has God not gifted each one of us?  

Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given 
for the common good.  All these (gifts) are the work of 

one and the same Spirit, and He gives them to each one, 
just as He determines.  I Corinthians 12:7-11  

                                                   Continued on the next page. 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Tuesday, January 23: Read Matthew 28 

(Continued) 
 Has not God given us a ministry of proclamation?  

“. . .you shall be My witnesses.”  Acts 1:8   

“. . .go and make disciples. . .”  Matthew 28:19  

He has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  
We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God 

were making His appeal through us.  
II Corinthians 5:19-20  

 Is not God’s grace sufficient for everything He calls us 
to do?  
“My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made 

perfect in weakness.”  II Corinthians 12:9     

We could go on and add much more to this list, but you 
see the point!  What did Jeremiah have that we don’t?  
The answer is nothing!  
For the special provision 
and specific call of the 
Old Testament is the 
general provision and 
call of the Church-Age 
believer.  So when you 
don’t think you can talk 
with a neighbor in order 
to share the Gospel, let 
me remind you of this: It 
is one thing to honestly 
assess our weaknesses, 
it is another thing to live 
as if the omnipotence of 
a sovereign God cannot 
overcome them!  The failure to respond to God’s call truly 
is unbelief!  Ouch—that hurts! 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Wednesday, January 24: Read Jeremiah 2 

As we continue our study of the book of Jeremiah, let’s 
ask a very simple question: What is it that causes a nation 
to systematically and persistently rebel against the Lord 
such that God in justice must severely discipline?  Per-
haps by asking and answering such a question, we can 
learn something about the precarious nature of America 
and the day in which we live.  For as Thoreau quipped: 

 The more we know about the ancients  
the more we find that they were like the moderns.  

An initial reading of Jeremiah 2 makes it clear that sin is 
widespread in the Land.  Jeremiah uses one figure of 
speech after another to highlight how the people have 
turned from God to dead and lifeless idols.  However, if we 
are trying to get to the root cause, We have found it in 
Verses 9-13.   

“. . . but My people have changed their Glory for what 
does not profit. . .For My people have committed  

two evils: They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living 
waters, and hewn themselves cisterns--broken cisterns 

that can hold no water.” 

In a day of instantly available water from the tap, we first 
need to be reminded of the physical reality contained in 
these verses.  Water that was flowing—such as from a 
spring—was said to be living and always preferable.  Wa-
ter that was stored in a rock or man-made cistern has his-
torically been much less desirable.  One writer of antiquity 
described such water in these terms: muddy, smelly, filled 
with worms, and leaving you with a mouth full of mud!  
And this is exactly what you get when you turn from God 
to “cisterns” of your own making—where this is illustrative 
of pursuing an approach to life that does not take God and 
His Word into account. 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Thursday, January 25: Read Psalm 33 

Taking up where we left off yesterday.  Have we, in our 
day, exchanged the glory of God for broken cisterns of our 
own making—cisterns that can hold no water?  We are 
asking a spiritual question: Have we exchanged God’s 
ways for man’s ways when it comes to life and its com-
plexities?  As a first cut at answering this question, let’s go 
to the essential topic of origins.  It brings glory to God for a 
people to recognize that from His omniscience, omnipo-
tence, and sovereignty God spoke this universe into be-
ing.  In our day, we have exchanged that truth for the so 
called Big-Bang explanation for our material universe.   

It is also to the glory of God to recognize Him as the crea-
tor of our earthly habitat, the creator of the diversity of life 
on this planet, and the maker of man in His image and 
likeness.  We have exchanged that truth for a completely 
bankrupt theory that relies on collecting mistakes over 
time based upon their fitness for survival.  Never mind that 
this has never been observed to occur at the level of even 
one single species.  The mantra of the academic elite in 
our day has become: “There is no such thing as the super-
natural and you had better just get used to it!” (Dawkins)  

Those are the two starting points for “digging our own bro-
ken cisterns,” but unfortunately not the end of the story.  
We have turned from God to the distorted and vain imagi-
nations of our own minds in the areas of education, sexu-
ality, marriage and family, recreation, and any number of 
other areas.  How well has this worked out for us?  In your 
own lifetime, have you not noticed an across the board 
decline in American culture with a clear negative impact 
on our society?  Well then, you have your answer!  

 By the Word of the Lord were the heavens made. . . 
Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the people  

of the world revere Him.  Psalm 33:6,8  



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Friday, January 26: Read Romans 12 

Noah Webster was prescient when he said these words 
many years ago: 

 The moral principles and precepts contained in the 
scriptures ought to form the basis of all our civil  

constitutions and laws. . . All the miseries and evils 
which men suffer from vice, crime, ambition, injustice, 

oppression, slavery, and war, proceed from  
their despising or neglecting the precepts  

contained in the Bible.  

Our problem is this:  Any Bible believing Christian knows 
we, as a nation, have departed from the Scriptures, and 
like ancient Israel in the 
time of Jeremiah, we are 
long overdue for judg-
ment from the hand of 
God.  Knowing this can 
be debilitating, let’s ask 
what is it that God would 
want us to do?  Consider 
the following points of 
application:   

 The first step is to do 
just what we have 
done, give the diag-
nostic capability of 
the Word of God its 
full weight in our 
thinking.  The truth is, 
we as a nation have 
exchanged the glory 
of God for broken cisterns of our own making.   

Continued on the next page. 

 



The Profound in Jeremiah 
Friday, January 26: Read Romans 12 

(Continued) 
 The second step is to realize that our current situation 

has been decades in the making, and it is not likely to 
have a short-term fix.  Jeremiah ministered for a period 
of at least 40 years, perhaps as many as 60, and we 
need to have a long view as well.  God strengthened 
Jeremiah, and God will strengthen us.   

 Our calling as Christians, living in a land that is going 
steadily apostate, is to walk the peculiar tightrope of 
those who are: 

. . .strangers in a land not their own. . ..  Acts 7:6  
. . .ambassadors for Christ (to a foreign land)  

II Corinthians 5:20 

We are to be in the world but not of the world, and the 
truth is, far too many Christians have gone native to 
the point they are indistinguishable from the world 
around them.  You can tell this has happened when 
they support all manner of things which are clearly un-
biblical.  Our mandate is clear:   

Be not conformed to this world, but be transformed  
by the renewing of your mind. . .  Romans 12:2    

 Finally, realize that the increasing shadows of our day 
cause the bright light of the Gospel to blaze in ever 
greater contrast to its surroundings!  As we hold fast to 
the truth of God’s Word, displaying the character that 
comes from walking with the Lord, our hope should be 
that the watching world would see us: 

 . . .without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, 
in which you shine like stars in the universe, as you 

hold out the Word of life.  Philippians 2:15-16 
 



Returning to John’s Gospel 
Monday, January 29: John 13:1‐20 

As we return to our reading in the Gospel of John, we are 
entering a distinct and very important portion of the book.  
Specifically, in John Chapters 13-16, Jesus is giving very 
specific instruction to His closest followers (for most of it, 
just to the 11 who had believed).  This, in turn, is immedi-
ately followed by what is often referred to as the High 
Priestly prayer of Jesus in John 17.   

As the scene unfolds in the upper room, where the other 
three Gospels record the beginning of the ordinance of 
Communion, John describes a complimentary and com-
pletely different part of His Last Supper with His disciples.  
Jesus, taking the initiative, gets up and washes and dries 
the feet of His disciples.  What an act of humility on the 
part of Jesus!  For He is the one person in the room who 
shouldn’t have had to do this as their Lord and Teacher.   

Continue on the next page. 



Returning to John’s Gospel 
Monday, January 29: John 13:1‐20 

(Continued) 

Yet not one of the other disciples was willing to humble 
himself before the others.  So, by way of example, Jesus 
did!  And to be sure, it was meant to be an example:  

 “Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed  
your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.   

I have set you an example that you should do  
as I have done for you.”  John 13:14-15  

In this example, we have our marching orders from the 
Lord Himself!  You should recall the similarity of Paul’s 
guidance in Philippians 2:3-5: 

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit,  
but in humility consider others better than yourselves.  
Each of you should look not only to your own interests, 
but also to the interests of others.  Your attitude should 

be the same as that of  Jesus Christ. . .  

Now what about Peter’s reluctance to have Jesus wash 
his feet, and Jesus’ firm insistence?  Is there an additional 
spiritual lesson for us?  We seek the answer tomorrow! 

Philippians 2:5 



Returning to John’s Gospel 
Tuesday, January 30: Read I John 1 

Here is the physical picture:  A bath would clean the body, 
but even a short walk in the streets of the ancient world 
would soil the feet.  Therefore, the feet would require 
washing before gathering together in fellowship over a 
meal.  Now Jesus, as is typical, will point to the spiritual as 
he dialogues with Peter in John 13.  Peter knows it is com-
pletely improper for Jesus to wash his feet and he protests 
in John 13:6-8: 

“No,” says Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” 

Peter, of course, has taken the physical perspective.   
Jesus immediately responds: 

“Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”  
John 13:8   

The response of Jesus is in the spiritual realm.  He is es-
sentially saying, “Unless you have the contamination of 
this world washed away, you cannot have fellowship with 
Me!”  Jesus took care of it at the Last Supper.  

How do we deal with sin in our lives today?  I John Chap-
ter 1 tells us.  It too reminds us to not fool ourselves and 
claim we have no sin because we are simply deceiving 
ourselves if we do.  No, we have the promise:  

If we confess our sins, He  (God the Father)  
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins  
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

I John 1:9  

Peter, in his typically exuberant fashion wants Jesus to 
wash his whole body, and not just his feet.  Jesus in effect 
says: You have had a bath, you are clean, you just need a 
touch up at the point of contact with this world—your feet.   

Continued on the next page. 



Returning to John’s Gospel 
Tuesday, January 30: Read I John 1 

(Continued) 

The spiritual parallel is that through faith in Christ we have 
remission of sin.  However, we will need ongoing washing 
for the sins committed as we live out our lives in this the 
Devil’s world.   

Consider how well this fits with John 13:11, where Jesus 
makes it clear that one of them is not clean, that is, has 
not had a bath and therefore does not have remission of 
sins.  This is a reference to the lost Judas.   

Do you see the lesson for the child of God?  We have 
been washed clean by the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world, but we will need ongoing cleansing for 
those sins committed as God’s children living in the devil’s 
world and still possessing a sin nature.  Praise God for the 
clear message that ongoing cleansing for sin is always 
available because of the finished work of the cross! 



Returning to John’s Gospel 
Wednesday, January 31: Read John 13:21‐38 

In Verse 34, Jesus gives a new command, which I believe 
is meant for the Church: 

 “As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”  
It certainly gives direction to those who would follow Je-
sus: You must love one another.  Before we break that 
down further, consider this very moving example of Jesus 
fulfilling the first part of Verse 34:  As I have loved you. . .  
In Verse 21, Jesus says: 

 “I tell you the truth, one of you is going to betray Me.”  
The text goes on to make clear that John is sitting right 
next to Jesus.  So Peter asks John to ask Jesus about the 
identity of the betrayer.  John asks, and Jesus says, 

 “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread. . .”   
Jesus dips the bread—probably into a Paschal stew—and 
gives it to Judas Iscariot.  Two things to note:   

1. This act carried more significance than we realize.  
One commentator tells us: “The host would customarily 
pass a morsel of dipped bread and meat to an honored 
guest.”   

2. Given the apparent ease with which Jesus gave this 
morsel to Judas, it is very likely that Judas was occu-
pying the other seat next to Jesus—another of the 
places of honor.   

Think about this?  Does Jesus love the lost people of this 
sinful world?  Yes, enough to seat the one who would be-
tray him in a place of honor and treat him as an honored 
guest by giving him a special morsel—in effect giving Ju-
das one last opportunity to believe in the One who could 
save him!  I find this to be a remarkable example of stead-
fastly loving others, even in the face of personal betrayal.  
We do indeed have an extraordinary Savior who has mod-
eled the Christian Life for us in every way possible.   
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