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Daily Devotional 
September 2017 



Foreword 
As we head into the fall there will be a lot of variety this 
month.  We are going to  
finish our reading of Isaiah, 
continue our reading in the 
Gospel of John, and begin 
studying the books of Gala-
tians and Proverbs. As it so 
often does, the truths we un-
cover will take us to a variety 
of other Scripture as well.  
When the messages in a 
particular chapter span sev-
eral days, I will assign other 
readings. 

I hope that you will profit 
from these reminders of  
past studies as much as I have.  As Paul writes in  
Philippians 3:1: 

It is no trouble for me to write the same things  
to you again, and it is a safeguard for you. 

It is also a blessing for me. 

In His grace, 

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 



Finishing Isaiah 
Friday, September 1: Read Isaiah 64 

This a great chapter of prayer, of a people humbling them-
selves, turning to God in prayer, and confessing their sins.  Oh, 
for the day that the Jewish people will fulfill the words of Jesus:  

They will look on Me, the one they have pierced,  
and they will mourn for Him as one mourns  

for an only child. . . Zechariah 12:10   

Oh. for the day that many in our land will turn in the same 
way.  It is not that complicated.  We are dead in our tres-
passes and sins (Ephesians 2:1) and need a Savior!  God 
has provided and is waiting for us to turn to Him and be-
lieve so that He might pour out His blessing of salvation 
upon us.  His salvation is a free gift.  He is not asking us to 
earn it or to be worthy of it.  But, He is not going to pour it 
out upon a people who insist on going their own way, ig-
noring their need before a holy God, and protecting their 
deeds of darkness.   

To think we can go our own way is to besmirch the char-
acter of God.  We, the creation, can not act independently 
and with indifference toward the Creator of heaven and 
earth!  It simply doesn’t work that way.  If you want proof, 
read the closing verses of this book (Isaiah 66:22-24).  
There most certainly are consequences!  This chapter is a 
great prayer of deliverance that we do well to remember:   

O Lord, You are our Father.  We are the clay, You are the 
potter; we are all the work of Your hand.  Do not be  

angry beyond measure, O Lord; do not remember our 
sins forever.  Oh, look upon us, we pray, for we are  

all Your people.  Verses 8-9  

From a New Testament perspective. as we confess our 
sins, we trust that it truly “is finished” and that there is 
“propitiation through faith in His blood.”  For that is our 
only hope, and all God’s people said, “Amen.”   



Finishing Isaiah 
Monday, September 4: Read Isaiah 65 

We have seen God’s zeal for His people, His vengeance 
on those who persecute them, the prayer of His people as 
they eventually humble themselves and beseech God for 
deliverance.  In this chapter, we have God’s response.  
We have a glimpse of Gentiles, such as you and me, com-
ing to the Lord:   

“I revealed Myself to those who did not ask for Me;  
I was found by those who did not seek Me.”  Verse 1 

The Jews persisted in rejecting the One who called them:   
“All day long I have held out My hands to an  
obstinate people, who walk in ways not good,  

pursuing their own imaginations—a people who  
continually provoke Me to My very face.”  Verses 2-3  

This was true in Isaiah’s day leading to the Babylonian exile.  It 
was true in Jesus’ day leading to the fall of Jerusalem at 
the hands of the Romans.  It is, for the most part, still true 
in our day.  Although Israel is once again a nation and oc-
cupying at least a part of the Land, it is largely a secular 
nation that continues to reject its Messiah.  So, where 
does this leave the Jews?  Verses 7 and 8 tell us.   

 “I will pay it back into their laps-both your sins and the 
sins of your fathers,” says the Lord.  “But then, As 

when juice is still found in a cluster of grapes, and men 
say, ‘Don’t destroy it, there is yet some good in it,’  

so will I do on behalf of My servants;  
I will not destroy them all.”  

That really sounds like the history of the Jewish people as 
foretold by Zechariah—two thirds will perish before they 
turn to the Lord.  What determines those who will be 
saved?  We will see in the closing chapter of Isaiah, and it 
is as important for us as it is for the Jews!  By now I imag-
ine you know the answer. 



Finishing Isaiah 
Tuesday, September 5: Read Isaiah 66 

There is much detail about Israel’s regathering and future 
in this chapter.  I am not going to deal with that.  Instead, 
in this final chapter, let me finish the flow we began sev-
eral days ago.  We have seen that God has zeal for the 
people of Israel.  This leads to His vengeance on those 
who persecute His people—pray that this would never be 
America—and discipline for His people when they rebel.   

The fact that His people are in a state of rebellion, and by 
that I mean a state of unbelief regarding their Savior, ex-
plains all you really need to know about their history since 
the coming of Christ.  Nevertheless, God loves them and 
has a plan for them.  We saw that at least some of the 
Jews are going to turn to the Lord—and a great many 
Gentiles as well.   

What is it going to take for the Jews to turn and call out for 
deliverance?  If the book of Isaiah is right, and I am certain 
it is, it is going to take a great deal of pressure through 
discipline and one key ingredient—a humbling of the 
heart.  Verse 2 is so compelling:   

“This is the one I esteem:  he who is humble  
in heart and trembles at My Word.”   

Every Jew or Gentile must come to see themselves as 
they really are—sinners, desperately in need of a Savior.  
We have to recognize that we have no hope of standing 
before a perfectly Holy God.  Then we can, in fear and 
trembling, acknowledge the truth of God’s Word: 

...none who is righteous, not even one.  Romans 3:10  

As each person turns to the Lord in faith, humbled and 
trembling at His Word, then God’s esteem leads to salva-
tion.  Isaiah 66:2 would be a great verse to memorize as a 
way to commemorate our completion of this great book.    





Returning to John 
Wednesday, September 6: Read John 4:1‐30 

This is the second of the great narratives in the Gospel of 
John, and the settings couldn’t be any more different.  In 
John, Chapter 3, Jesus is in the royal city of Jerusalem 
talking with a Jewish VIP, Nicodemus.  Now, He is in the 
hated land of the Samaritans talking with a woman of 
questionable reputation.  Yet, look how Jesus uses cir-
cumstances to discuss the exact same issue—eternal life.   

“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 
but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst.  
Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring 

of water welling up to eternal life.”  Verses 13-14   

We could spend days on these two verses, but here are a 
few things to consider:   

 Jesus cared about lost people. That is why He spent 
time with a Jewish member of the Sanhedrin and an 
often divorced Samaritan woman, and why He had 
fishermen and a tax collector for disciples.  

 When Jesus said He came not to condemn the world, 
but that the world might be saved through Him (John 
3:17), He meant exactly that.  We will see this over and 
over again in John’s Gospel—“whoever drinks the wa-
ter I give.”  Does that sound like Jesus is offering sal-
vation to an elect few or to whomever will respond?   

 “To drink” is a synonym for “to believe.”  It is a helpful 
synonym because it teaches us that faith is part of the 
normal capability of every human being.  Who can 
drink?  Everyone and the same can believe!   

The best thing about this narrative is that we find, in the 
later half of the chapter, that both the woman and many of 
those to whom she bore witness did, in fact, place their 
faith in Jesus.  They did partake of the water of eternal life 
offered by Jesus and Him alone.   



Returning to John 
Thursday, September 7: Read John 4:31‐54 

I find Verses 32 and 34 to be very compelling with respect 
to the Christian Life.  How many of us can say that we ex-
ist on a level of thinking where we can say the following?  

“I have food to eat that you know nothing about.”   
Jesus goes on the explain what is actually sustaining Him: 

  “My food. . .is to do the will of Him who sent Me  
and to finish His work.”   

Do you see what I mean about compelling?  What sus-
tained Jesus was doing the will of the Father.  Oh, that it 
would be the same for us—that obedience to God’s call in 
our lives, whatever it might be, would be that which sus-
tains us.  Oh that we could find that form of spiritual nour-
ishment that is far more satisfying than the physical.   

For the next few verses, beginning in Verse 35, Jesus 
gives us some insight into at least part of God’s will for us.  
He says to His disciples:  “Do you not say. . .”  In other 
words, He has switched from talking about what drives 
Him to guiding their thinking. 



Returning to John 
Thursday, September 7: Read John 4:31‐54 

(Continued) 
 35 “Do you not say, ‘There are still four months 

and then comes the harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up 
your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already 
white for harvest! 36 And he who reaps receives wages, 

and gathers fruit for eternal life, that both he who sows 
and he who reaps may rejoice together. 37 For in this the 
saying is true: ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38 I sent 
you to reap that for which you have not labored; others 
have labored, and you have entered into their labors.”  

Here is a summary discussion of these verses:   

1. “Do you not say, ‘Four months more. . .’”  This is an 
idiom which means, don’t kick back and procrastinate.  

2. Jesus provides an alternative. Open your eyes to the 
lostness of people around you.  They desperately need 
the Gospel!    

3. There is a division of labor in sharing the Gospel.  
There are those who sow and those who reap.  Those 
who sow are those who communicate the Gospel with-
out a response, those who do so by word, by deed, 
and by the life lived.  Then there are those who reap.  
These are those who happen to be there to add the 
final words of truth that prompt a faith response.   

An example of reaping can be found as a continuation of 
yesterday’s narrative: 

 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed  
because of the woman’s testimony. . .  John 4:39  

What a blessing it must have been for this woman of a 
shady background, to both sow and reap a harvest unto 
eternal life.  How can we do less?  



Returning to John 
Friday, September 8: Read John 10 (John 4:46‐54) 

John 4:54 ends the chapter with: 
This was the second miraculous sign that Jesus performed. . .  

What was the miracle?  Jesus healed the sick son of a 
royal official.  Two things make this noteworthy.  First is 
the way he did it.  For the royal official traveled to Jesus to 
beg for his son’s life.  After a short dialogue, Jesus told the 
official he could return to his son for he was healed.  As 
the official was careful to document, the son was healed at 
the exact time Jesus pronounced him healed. If you put 
together the two miracles we have covered thus far, here 
is what you have: Jesus has power over the very sub-
stance of matter, for He turned water into wine which 
means he changed the very atoms of one mixture into 
those of another.  In addition, He has power over both ill-
ness and distance: For He healed the son across a great 
distance and without ever having seen him.   Who has this 
kind of power?  God does!  That is the point of the mira-
cles, they authenticate the deity of Jesus Christ.   

The second thing I want you to note is the royal official’s 
response to the revelation of Jesus’ deity:  “So he (the 
royal official) and all his household believed.”  This is ex-
actly the purpose of miracles as we learned in John 20:31, 
and also why I had you read John 10:37-38:  

 “Do not believe Me unless I do what My Father does.  
But if I do it, even though you do not believe Me,  

believe the miracles, that you may know and understand 
that the Father is in Me, and I in the Father.”  

Jesus isn’t looking for anything from the official other than 
faith—no works, no changing his ways, and so on. The 
only thing He chastises him for is lack of faith.  Over and 
over this is what we are going to see in the Gospel of John.  
When Jesus interacts with people, He is calling them to 
faith in Himself!  Everything else is meant to follow.  

 



Returning to John 
Monday, September 11: Read John 5:1‐15 

For the next several days, I want us to consider two mira-
cles of healing, one in Chapter 5 and one in Chapter 9.  In 
Chapter 5, we are introduced to a man who had been an 
invalid for 38 years, and was hoping to get into a pool 
which was reputed to have miraculously therapeutic pow-
ers whenever the water was stirred—presumably by God.  
Jesus simply tells him to: 

“Get up!  Pick up your mat and walk.”   Verse 8 

And, praise God, the man does.  At this point the narrative 
takes a decidedly strange twist.  Rather than rejoicing that 
the man had been healed, the Jews (probably religious 
types) started to criticize the man for carrying the mat on 
which he had been lying because it was the Sabbath.  The 
man blames Jesus who by now has left the scene.   

Then two things happen for which we are going to want 
explanation.  First, Jesus finds the man and tells him,  

“See, you are well again.  Stop sinning  
or something worse may happen to you.”  Verse 14 

What do you think Jesus means by this?  Was the man an 
invalid because of his sins?   

The second strange thing that occurs is that the man runs 
off to point out Jesus to the Jews who are angered over a 
Sabbath violation.  If you were healed after 38 years of a 
physical affliction, would you respond by tattling on the 
person who healed you?   

One last question for you: Although physically healed, is 
there any reason to believe that this man has been spiritu-
ally healed?  By that I mean, was the man  saved?   Be-
fore we answer these questions, we are going to look at a 
second miracle, the one described in Chapter 9 of the 
Book of John.   



Returning to John 
Tuesday, September 12: Read John 9 

Here we have another miracle, very similar in nature to the 
miracle in Chapter 5.  In Chapter 5, Jesus cured an invalid 
of 38 years.  In Chapter 9, he cures a man who has been 
blind from birth.  In both chapters, Jesus miraculously 
heals the afflicted person.  In both cases, Jesus performed 
the act of healing on the Sabbath, which in turn leads to 
anger on the part of the religious crowd.  It is very clear, 
the Pharisees are angered in Chapter 9. (See Verse 16.)   

The Pharisees don’t know how to handle this.  In their 
opinion, no one from God would violate their (not God’s) 
Sabbath laws in this way.  On the other hand, this kind of 
healing requires the supernatural hand of God and why 
would God grant healing through a sinner?  (Can you 
imagine thinking of Jesus as a sinner?)   

The Pharisees decide to take the easy way out and simply 
deny the miracle ever occurred.  That is one way to stick 
with unbelief, just deny the miraculous.  One problem with 
their plan, the man born blind will not go along with it.  He 
insists that he was miraculously healed, and his defense 
of Jesus leads to him being “thrown out.” (John 9:34) 
                                                           



Returning to John 
Tuesday, September 12: Read John 9 

(Continued) 
This is probably a reference to the synagogue and would 
have meant that he would have been ostracized by every-
one.  This is a very steep price to pay for defending Jesus, 
and it is a completely different response to the one in 
Chapter 5.  Here is the best part—Jesus found him after 
his ejection by the Pharisees and this is what He asked:  

“Do you believe in the Son of Man?”  John 9:35 

The man replied,  

“Who is He, sir?. . .Tell me so that  
I may believe in Him.”   John 9:36 

And here is how Jesus re-
plied: 

“You have now seen Him;  
in fact, He is the One  
speaking with you.”  
Then the man said,  

“lord, I believe,” and he  
worshiped Him.   

John 9:37-38   

The invalid of Chapter 5  
accused Jesus and refused 
to attribute anything at all to 
Him, not even thanks for his 
healing.  The blind man of 
Chapter 9 recognized his healer was from God, and, when 
given the opportunity, placed his faith in Him and wor-
shipped Him.  We should add, his decision gave him eter-
nal life!  What a difference in the two almost identical sets 
of circumstances.  How are we going to explain this?   



Returning to John 
Wednesday, September 13: Read John 20 

(I know you have read this chapter before.   
See if you can find an example of unbelief.)  

I think it is essential to consider together the two miracles 
of healing found in Chapters 5 and 9.  As I have shown 
you, the settings are very similar, right down to persecu-
tion from the religious crowd, but the outcomes are totally 
different.  What are we to make of this?   

Do you remember the four strands upon which John builds 
his Gospel?  Let me refresh your memory:   

1. Jesus is God and Savior! 

2. Belief in this Jesus changes everything!    

3. There is intimacy, congruence, and single-mindedness 
of purpose within the Trinity!   

4. Unbelief is the one thing still keeping man from a 
relationship with God!     

These two accounts of a miraculous healing are really 
meant to highlight the 
fourth strand.  The 
problem with the infirm 
man was not his paraly-
sis.  Jesus took care of 
that.  Rather, his prob-
lem was his unbelief 
after coming face to 
face with the Son of 
God and seeing with his 
own eyes a demonstration of His power.   

On the other hand, the man born blind is almost longing to 
come to faith in his Savior.  He first trusts and then wor-
ships Jesus, a very good model for us as well.                                     



        

Returning to John 
Wednesday, September 13: Read John 20 

(Continued) 
Human beings are not born neutral, they are born mired in 
unbelief.  That is a consequence of being spiritually dead.  
If we choose to cling to our unbelief— even in the face of 
the miraculous, the Word of God, and the convicting min-
istry of the Holy Spirit—there is nothing else that can be 
done.   

Pray the Lord would remove the obstacles to faith, that the 
light of the Gospel might shine into a desperately needy 
soul.  Pray that hardness of heart would turn to faith.   

Allow me to close on a note of encouragement from Jesus 
Himself:   

“Because you have seen Me, you have believed:   
blessed are those who have not seen  
and yet have believed.”  John 20:29 



Returning to John 
Thursday, September 14: Read Matthew 10 

(John 5) 
We could certainly move on at this point, but I suspect that 
some of you are bothered by John 5:14, and so I hate to 
move on without addressing the questions raised by this 
verse:   

Later Jesus found him (the man what had been an invalid for 

38 years) and said to him, “See, you are well again.  
Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you.” 

What do you make of this?  Is Jesus implying that the man 
was an invalid for all these years because he committed 
some act of sin?  That question is answered for us from 
the text dealing with the man born blind:   

“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, 
“but this happened so that the work of God  
might be displayed in his life.”  John 9:3   

In other words, we already know the miracles were per-
formed in order to authenticate who Jesus was so that 
many might believe.  

Here are some other things to consider to help us under-
stand this passage.  First, when Jesus tells the man he is 
well “again,” that can only be a reference to his physical 
condition.  What Jesus wants to do is to engage the man 
in a dialogue about his spiritual condition.  For, most cer-
tainly, unless something is done about his status as a sin-
ner, something worse most definitely is going to happen to 
him for all eternity.   

This is exactly the thrust of Matthew 10:28:  

“Do not be afraid of those who kill the body  
but cannot kill the soul.  Rather, be afraid of  

the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.”   

 



Returning to John 
Thursday, September 14: Read Matthew 10 

(John 5) (Continued) 
The saddest thing about the passage is that the man 
walks away completely uninterested in a dialogue with the 
Creator of the universe. Instead he tattles on Jesus to the 
Jewish legalists.   

Second, as you follow the dialogues of Jesus, you will see 
that He is always trying to engage the lost with provoca-
tive statements that hit the person right where they live: 

 Nicodemus about being born again 

 The Samaritan woman about calling her husband 

 The man born an invalid, a challenge to go beyond 
physical wholeness to spiritual wholeness  

This is exactly the 
same pattern we 
should follow.  If 
some persisted in 
unbelief even when 
face to face with 
the One who came 
to save them, we 
shouldn’t be sur-
prised when there 
are those who 
aren’t the least bit 
interested in what 
we have to say.   

Do what Jesus did.  
Keep holding out 
the truth, in love, to 
a lost and desperately needy world!  



Returning to John 
Friday, September 15:  

Read John 3:16, 4:14, 5:24 
Instead of reading a chapter today, I want to make sure 
that you are developing a collection of Scripture verses in 
which Jesus speaks of salvation, and for which you know 
the precise location in your Bible.  John 3:16 follows Je-
sus’ dialogue with Nicodemus, the clueless religious 
leader who struggled to understand his need to be born 
again.  Jesus made clear both the initiator of salvation and 
the means by which we are born again unto eternal life:   

For God so loved the world that He gave His only  
begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him  

shall not perish, but have everlasting life. 

This verse provides both means and outcome—faith 
which results in eternal life.  That’s the message that Je-
sus left with Nicodemus which eventually led to his salva-
tion. (John 19:39)   

Next, could the Samaritan woman be a greater contrast?  
She is a woman of questionable character and a Samari-
tan to boot.  Jesus calls her to drink the water He pro-
vides.  To drink is to believe, not to work, and the result is 
eternal life.  By now we are starting to see a pattern.  It 
continues with John 5:24:  

“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears My word and  
believes Him who sent Me has eternal life and will  

not be judged but has crossed over from death to life.”   
Jesus’ ministry is very consistent isn’t it?  A few things for 
you to ponder:   

 Does the John 5:24 passage add another condition to 
belief: “Hears My Word” and “Believes Him who sent 
Me”?  Not at all.  The Words of Jesus are meant to 
prompt faith (Roman 10:17).   



Returning to John 
Friday, September 15:  

Read John 3:16, 4:14, 5:24 (Continued) 
 To “believe Him” is to connect the coming of the Son 

with the Sending of the Father (John 3:16) to fulfill the 
promise of a Savior to come.   

 In short, Jesus claims He is the One sent by the Father 
to save, and the means of our salvation is faith in the 
One sent—the Lord Jesus Christ.   

The one who does believe not only has eternal life, but the 
nature of the life is qualified that we might understand it 
better.  It is a life we receive after crossing over, a perfect 
tense verb in the Greek which indicates a finished action 
with ongoing results, something that does not need to be 
repeated.  Once we are saved through faith in Christ, we 
have crossed from the status of being spiritually dead to 
having eternal life.  There is no going back or undoing this 
new life in Christ!  Praise God for that! 

 





Beginning Galatians 
Monday, September 18: Read Galatians 1 

Today we begin to study the book of Galatians, another of 
Paul’s New Testament epistles.  It was written to the 
churches in Galatia, a Roman province which is primarily 
in the confines of modern day Turkey.  These are likely 
the churches in southern Galatia that Paul visited during 
his first missionary journey, places with names like 
Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe (Acts 13-14).   

In many of Paul’s letters, he gives quite a lengthy introduc-
tion.  This is most definitely not the case with the book of 
Galatians because he is very concerned.  After summariz-
ing the Gospel in Verses 3-5 (we’ll come back to this), he 
gets right to what has him so upset in Verses 6-7: 

  I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the 
one who called you by the grace of Christ and are  

turning to a different Gospel—which is really no Gospel 
at all.  Evidently some people are throwing you into  

confusion and are trying to pervert the Gospel of Christ.    

The Gospel, to which the people throughout Galatia had 
responded, was under attack, and as a result the 
churches that had been planted were in danger of com-
promising their witness.  Paul is going to address this in a 
very forceful manner to see if he can nip these attacks in 
the bud before they become entrenched.  The core of the 
problem is contained in the phrase:   

...turning to a Gospel—which is really no Gospel at all.  

In the Greek, this phrase carries the idea of turning to 
what you think is a refinement of the Gospel, but isn’t a 
gospel at all.  This is a very important message for us.  
For, if possible, the Gospel is under even greater attack in 
our day, both from without and from within the church.  
There is much application to be made from this early letter 
that Paul wrote to the churches in Galatia. 



Beginning Galatians 
Tuesday, September 19: Read Acts 20 

The Gospel is how we were saved, and it is the initial 
message we take to the lost as we seek to make disciples.  
As we saw yesterday, the Gospel has come under attack 
in the churches Paul planted during his missionary jour-
neys, as almost always seems to occur both in his day 
and ours.  You won’t be surprised at all to learn that Paul 
gave a nice concise statement of the Gospel in the open-
ing verses of his letter to the Galatians:   

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, Who gave Himself for our sins to  

rescue us from the present evil age, according to 
the will of our God and Father, to whom  

be glory for ever and ever. Amen.  Galatians 1:3-5 

Since the Gospel is so essential to our faith, I would like to 
use the above passage to give you Five Truths Wrapped 
up in the Gospel.  I will discuss the first two truths today 
and continue with the discussion of these truths tomorrow. 

1. The message of the Gospel is a message of God’s 
grace!  The short version is found in Ephesians 2:8:   

For by grace are you saved. . .  

 A slightly longer version is found in today’s reading:  

. . . if only I may finish the race and complete the task 
the Lord Jesus has given me--the task of testifying to 

the gospel of God's grace.  Acts 20:24  

This is a very important point, for once we establish 
that the Gospel is based upon God’s grace, it means 
that it does not include any works on the part of man:  

 . . And if by grace, then it is no longer by works;  
If it were, grace would no longer be grace. 

Romans 11:5-6  



Beginning Galatians 
Tuesday, September 19: Read Acts 20 (Continued) 

How does man interact with this grace from God?  
Through faith!  

For by grace we have been saved, through faith. . . 
Ephesians 2:8  

2. Not only is the Gospel message grace from God, but 
response to the message leads to peace with God.   

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Romans 5:1  

If you are trying to justify yourself in God’s eyes through 
works, commitment, or anything of the kind, can you ever 
know for sure if you have done enough? If you don’t know 
for certain whether or not you are justified before God, 
then you can’t know for certain if you have peace with 
God.  On the other hand, once we understand the  
Bible’s message of justification by means of faith alone in 
Christ alone, then we can know for sure—for you have ei-
ther believed or you haven’t.  If you have believed, then 
you are justified in God’s sight and have peace with Him!  



Beginning Galatians 
Wednesday, September 20:  
Read I Corinthians 15:1‐10 

Let’s continue the development of Gospel truths begun 
yesterday and prompted by our study of Galatians 1:   

3. The work of the Gospel is that Jesus gave Himself for 
our sins.  The Romans didn’t take His life; rather, He 
willingly gave it (John 10:17-18).  In doing so: 

 He took our sins upon Himself (I Peter 2:24).  

 God judged those sins, that caused Christ’s physi-
cal and spiritual suffering of the cross (Isaiah 53:5,  
Matthew 27:46). 

 As a result, the demands of God’s perfect justice 
have been satisfied (I John 2:1).   

Now I urge you to be on your guard.  A message that 
Jesus carried our sins, died in our place, and satisfied 
the character of God is not very popular and is be-
coming less so.  You see it is much less palatable 
than a message that God is love and never mind the 
rest.  Nonetheless, it is very Scriptural as you will dis-
cover if you look up the above passages.  It is from 
God, and we dare not deviate from it.    

4. Jesus died to rescue us.  That is what makes it such 
good news—the possibility that each one of us can be 
rescued.  For every member of the human race is born 
spiritually dead (Ephesians 2:1-4) and in need of being 
rescued:   

There is none who is righteous, not even one. 
 Romans 3:10  

 



Beginning Galatians 
Wednesday, September 20:  

Read I Corinthians 15:1‐10 (Continued) 
5. Grace from God, peace with God, Christ’s death for us 

and our rescue, every single aspect of this good news 
is in keeping with the plans and purposes of God.  
Every single aspect of it brings glory to Him!  Every-
thing about God’s plan of salvation truly is “good 
news.”  I am reminded of the words of one of my favor-
ite hymns:   

Wonderful the matchless grace of Jesus, 
Deeper than the mighty rolling sea; 

Higher than the mountain, sparkling like a fountain,  
All sufficient grace for even me; 

Broader than the scope of my transgressions, 
Greater far than all my sin and shame; 
O magnify the precious Name of Jesus, 

Praise His Name! 

 
 



Beginning Galatians 
Thursday, September 21: Read Jude 1 

Paul is so steamed up over the attacks on the Gospel and 
the way in which many in the churches in Galatia are turn-
ing to error, that he goes as far as saying:   

If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than  
what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned! 

Galatians 1:9   
Those are strong words.  We should take them to heart and:  

 ...contend for the faith that was once for all  
entrusted to the saints.  Jude 1:3   

These verse tell us that the issue of Gospel purity is of  
primary importance within the church.  It is God’s  
message of salvation and we need to maintain its purity.   

...it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone  
who believes:  first for the Jew, and then for the Gentile.  

Romans 1:16   
When you start to modify the message, it starts to lose its 
power to save.  At what point have you lost enough con-
tent that no one can get saved by the message preached?  
I don’t know, and I don’t want to know.  Instead, we should 
be constantly vigilant to guard the purity of the message 
that God has preserved in His Word, a message that is 
centered around faith in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ: His person, in that He is the eternally existent sec-
ond person of the Trinity who took on humanity that He 
might represent all of mankind at the cross, and His work, 
in that He acted as our substitute, taking our sins upon 
Himself, receiving unto Himself the wrath of God that was 
righty ours.  All this, so that, as the result of trusting in who 
He is and what He did for us, we might have remission of 
sins, be clothed with His righteousness, and receive eter-
nal life.  No wonder Paul is so upset that the churches are 
compromising this message.  Now what exactly was the 
nature of the attacks in his day?  Stay tuned! 



Beginning Galatians 
Friday, September 22: Read Acts 15 

Acts 15 helps us understand the error that has caused 
Paul to write so strongly to the Galatians. 

Some men came down from Judea to Antioch and were 
teaching the brethren:  “Unless you are circumcised,  

according to the custom taught by Moses, you  
cannot be saved.”  Acts 15:1  

And if that error were not bad enough: 

 Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of 
the Pharisees stood up and said,  “The Gentiles must be 

circumcised and required to obey the Law of Moses. 
Acts 15:5  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The rest of this chapter is about the Council that was 
called in Jerusalem to consider these claims.  Notice how 
God preserved in His Word the correct analysis:  

 . . .God made a choice among you that the Gentiles 
might hear from my lips the message of the gospel and 
believe. . .He purified their hearts by faith. . . We believe 

it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are 
saved, just as they are.  Acts 15:7,9, 11    

                                                        Continued on the next page. 



Beginning Galatians 
Friday, September 22: Read Acts 15 (Continued) 

If you are familiar with Paul’s ministry as recorded in the 
book of Acts, then you know that the same Judaizers 
mentioned in Acts 15 dogged the footsteps of Paul wher-
ever he went.  To make matters worse, in the case of the 
church in Galatia, they came onto the scene after Paul left 
and were adding the works of the Law to the Gospel.  This 
is what has so upset Paul.  You see: 

 ...if righteousness could be gained through the Law (or 

any system of works), Christ died for nothing.  
Galatians 2:21   

Paul does not mince words:   
You who are trying to be justified by Law have been 

alienated from Christ; you have fallen  
away from grace.  Galatians 5:4   

My brothers and sisters, we need to be on guard against 
any works-based additions to the Gospel.  For if you read 
Acts 15 again, you will see that some of these attacks on 
the Gospel likely came from outside of the Church.  But, 
some most certainly come from within the Church.  Stand 
firm in the faith! 



Beginning Galatians 
Monday, September 25: Read Acts 8 and 9 
I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I preached 

is not something that man made up.  I did not receive it 
from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it 
by revelation from Jesus Christ. . . .  Galatians 1:11-12 

What follows in Galatians 1 is a bit of Paul’s personal  
biography, and I thought you should see how it harmo-
nizes with the details in today’s reading in Acts:   

 Paul acknowledges he persecuted the church (1:13).  

 Paul was converted following God’s personal confron-
tation with Paul on the road to Damascus.  

 Paul went to Arabia shortly after his conversion.  You 
can read more about this in Acts 26:15-f.  This time 
was necessary for Paul to grow in his new-found faith. 
It is likely the time, he referred to in Galatians 1, where 
he received direct revelation from God.   

 Paul then returned to Damascus and eventually Syria.  
It is very possible that the events recorded beginning in 
Acts 9:22 actually occurred after his return.  

 Many years later he returned again to Jerusalem 
(Galatians 2:1) in order to confront the very same her-
esy he is addressing in the book of Galatians—adding 
works of the law to the message of the Gospel! 

Why does Paul interrupt his letter for this biographical nar-
rative?  First, Paul wants to make absolutely clear we un-
derstand that his message was not made up by men, but 
received directly from God. His second reason is to pro-
vide evidence to support this claim that his life underwent 
a dramatic change as the result of meeting Jesus on the 
road to Damascus.  Oh, that others would see the same 
kind of changes in their lives as the result of trusting in, 
and then walking with, the Lord! 





Selections from Proverbs 
Tuesday, September 26:  

Read Proverbs 1:1‐9, 10:1‐11 
We are going to begin a reading of selected portions of 
the book of Proverbs.  Because we won’t read all of Prov-
erbs, you may want to supplement our devotional readings 
with your own study.  I believe you are going to be greatly 
surprised at the scope and depth of this book.  Nearly  
everyone is familiar with the short pithy sayings that can 
be found in the later portion of the book of Proverbs, but 
until you spend time studying the book, few realize just 
how much the book establishes, in a very practical way, 
what it means to have a Biblical worldview.    

Let’s begin by asking the question: “What is a proverb?”  
Wiersbe answers this way, 

 Pithy statements that summarize in a few short words 
practical truths relating to some aspect of everyday life. 

Proverbs are typically comparison or contrasting state-
ments in the form of “this is better than that.”  Perhaps you 
noticed the difference in the form of the text in Chapters 1 
and 10, for the actual proverbs don’t start until Chapter 10.  
The first nine chapters focus on providing wisdom using a 
wide variety of figures of speech.  But from Chapter 10 on, 
it is largely a collection of pithy statements contrasting or 
comparing two approaches to life.  Take a look again at 
the readings in Chapter 1 and 10 and you should see the 
difference quite distinctly.  Also note that the first verse in 
the book tells us who authored much of the book of Prov-
erbs—Solomon.  And we should see his revelation of wis-
dom in light of I Kings 4:29:   

God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight,  
and a breadth of understanding as measureless  

as the sand on the seashore. 
 



Selections from Proverbs 
Wednesday, September 27:  

Read Proverbs 1:2‐6, 1:20, 3:15‐19 
I had you read a sampling of passages because today I 
want us to be able to answer the question: “What’s the 
theme of the book of Proverbs?”  You don’t have to look 
any further than the second verse of the first chapter:   

The proverbs of Solomon. . . to know wisdom. . .”  

Some form of the word wisdom is used six times in the 
first seven verses and over 125 times in the book of Prov-
erbs.  It is clear, the book of Proverbs places a premium 
on the concept of wisdom:  

 Blessed is the man who finds wisdom,  
the man who gains understanding. . . 

Proverbs 3:13 

 



Selections from Proverbs 
Wednesday, September 27:  

Read Proverbs 1:2‐6, 1:20, 3:15‐19 
(Continued) 

Wisdom is supreme; therefore get wisdom.   
Though it cost all you have, get understanding. 

  Proverbs 4:7   

At this point we must be very careful to note that the  
Hebrew word translated 
wisdom is not exactly 
equivalent to the English 
word.  We tend to think 
of someone who is wise 
as having a high IQ or 
great academic accom-
plishments.  The He-
brew concept is much 
different.  The word translated wisdom carries the idea of 
having a certain skill.  Within the context of God’s call on 
His people, it is skill in living consistent with the character 
and nature of God.   

That is why you will so often see wisdom associated with 
a whole range of terms like instruction, perceiving, under-
standing, prudence, discretion, and so on.  God has two 
goals or outcomes for wisdom in the life of His people:  
deep character and straight thinking! (Ortland)  

 Is there any reason whatsoever to think that God’s call on 
His  people is any different in the New Testament, any dif-
ferent for His church?  Of course not.  Skill in living, from 
God’s perspective, is in season in all parts of the Bible and 
during any stage of history! 



Selections from Proverbs 
Thursday, September 28:  

Read Ecclesiastes 12 
As we focus upon the wisdom that is revealed within the 
book of Proverbs, it will be very helpful for us to under-
stand that the concept of wisdom has two bookends.  The 
first is the Fear of the Lord:   

The Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,  
and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. 

Proverbs 9:10  

To have a Biblical recognition of who God is and thereby 
develop a deep respect for what He is like and what He is 
capable of doing is where wisdom begins.  Waltke says it 
this way:  

 As notes are to a musical score, the alphabet to  
written language, and numbers to arithmetic;  

so also the Fear of the Lord is to wisdom.   
Without it, you may have some degree of  

understanding, knowledge, discernment, etc.—  
but you don’t have wisdom in the Biblical sense. 

  



Selections from Proverbs 
Thursday, September 28:  

Read Ecclesiastes 12 (Continued) 
The other bookend of wisdom is also found in today’s 
reading:   

Let us now consider the conclusion of the whole matter.  
Fear God and keep His commandments,  

for this is the whole duty of man.  Ecclesiastes 12:13    

If the Fear of the Lord is one bookend, then obedience to 
God is the other.  In other words, you are not in the realm 
of wisdom, no matter how many academic degrees or how 
much worldly success you might have, unless you begin 
from a recognition of who God is and what He is like, 
which in turn leads to obedience to God!   We may know 
what we are supposed to do—and then choose not to do 
it.  That’s not wisdom.  It is not until we act on what we 
know from God’s Word that we have acted wisely!  Per-
haps the graphics on this page will help you remember 
what we have learned thus far as we prepare to begin 
looking at portions of the text of Proverbs.   



Selections from Proverbs 
Friday, September 29: Read Proverbs 1:20‐33 

I am going to spend a couple of days introducing you to 
the terrible trio of the book of Proverbs.  They are the sim-
ple, the fool, and the mocker (scorner).  You can find all 
three mentioned in today’s reading.  You can consider 
them to be the players on the stage of life.  Part of being 
wise is to recognize them, and be on guard lest they draw 
you away from your relationship with the Lord.   

You might not immediately recognize the importance of 
this lesson.  However, I cringe regarding the vulnerability 
of those in our extended families who are (or one day will  

 



Selections from Proverbs 
Friday, September 29: Read Proverbs 1:20‐33 

(Continued) 

be) heading off to college.  If they are not forewarned, they 
will fall prey.  For college campuses are full of the simple, 
the fool, and the scorner, and many of them have ad-
vanced degrees and oratory prowess. What a tragedy 
when a young man or woman raised in a Christian home 
comes back after being educated, and is, in the eyes of 
God, spiritually naive, worse yet a fool, or worst of all a 
proud mocker.   

Perhaps by the time we are done with this simple introduc-
tion, you will be able to readily recognize this terrible trio.  
Perhaps by the time ten words come out of someone’s 
mouth—be it a neighbor, a politician, or a Supreme Court 
judge—you will be able to categorize their thinking in light 
of divine viewpoint as wise, simple, foolish, or as that of a 
mocker.   

Why should we be paying attention?  

 For though we live in the world we do not wage war as 
the world does.  The weapons we fight with are not the 
weapons of the world. . .we demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowl-
edge of God, and we take captive every thought to make 

it obedient to Christ.  II Corinthians 10:3-5   

As you can see, Christians are meant to be a thinking 
people! 
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