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Foreword 
We just barely began our study of some Old Testament 
characters in August, and will 
finish our study of Balaam at 
the beginning of this month.  
Later this month we will also 
look at Abraham and Joshua.  
After a short return to our study 
of Ephesians, we will also be 
starting a new set of readings.  
In these readings I am hoping 
to challenge you to think about 
the kind of Gospel culture that 
your church fellowship presents 
to a watching world.   
I think you will find this month’s studies both interesting 
and challenging.  May God bless you in the reading of His 
Word.   
In His grace,  
 
Kevin Redig 
 
 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 
 



Old Testament Characters 
Monday, September 2: Read II Peter 2 
Shockingly, Balaam, this somewhat obscure Old Testa-
ment character—best known for his talking donkey—
shows up yet again in the New Testament.  

They have left the straight way and wandered off to 
follow the way of Balaam son of Beor, who loved 
the wages of wickedness.         II Peter 2:15    

This chapter of II Peter is all about false teachers.  And, 
Peter pulls no punches.  Consider his description of those 
who blind the lost and deceive the saved:   

They are like brute beasts. . .With eyes full of  
adultery they never stop sinning; they seduce the 
unstable; they are experts in greed—an accursed 
brood. . .Blackest darkness is reserved for them.  
              II Peter 2:12,14,17  

Those who do such things are said to have followed the 
way of Balaam!  Let me suggest the following understand-
ing of the Way of Balaam: To prostitute what spiritual in-
sight or gifting one may have by exchanging it for mate-
rial (personal) gain.  In other words, the way of Balaam is 
to love the wages of wickedness more than service to  
others.  Is it possible for a believer to do this?  I believe  
I Timothy 6:10 indicates that it is:   

Some people, eager for money have wandered from 
the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.   

In fact, I am very ashamed to say that this has been a 
trap for far too many pastors.  No wonder Paul says to 
pastor Timothy, and the rest of us, in I Timothy 6:11-12:  

But you, man of God, flee from all of this, and pur-
sue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance 
and gentleness.   Fight the good fight of the faith. . .   

In short, when it comes to the way of Balaam—no way!  



Old Testament Characters 
Tuesday, September 3: Read Jude 1  

This is our final day of learning what not to do from the 
life of Balaam.  
Today I would 
like you to con-
sider two things.  
First, from Verse 
11 in today’s 
reading:  

Woe to 
them!  They 
have taken 
the way of 
Cain; they 
have rushed 
for profit into 
Balaam’s  
error, they 
have been 
destroyed in 
Korah’s  
rebellion.   

As in II Peter, Jude is also talking about false teachers 
and, just like Peter, he has nothing good to say.  So what 
is Balaam’s error?  Consider the following:   

The error of Balaam is thinking that one can  
successfully pursue one’s own agenda while  
giving outward lip service to the Word of God.   

Isn’t that exactly what Balaam did?  He didn’t curse the 
people, making a self-righteous show of not doing so, 
while behind the scenes giving Balak what he wanted all 
along.  I trust you recognize how unseemly this would be 
for a Christian—just inviting discipline as we will see.  



Old Testament Characters 
Tuesday, September 3: Read Jude 1 

(Continued)  
Second, I would like you to consider Numbers 31:7-8: 

They (the Israelites) fought against Midian, as the 
Lord commanded Moses, and killed every man.  
Among their victims were. . .Balaam son of Beor. . .    

So, although Balaam likely walked away with a few dollars 
in his pocket at the end of Chapter 24, what was the real 
legacy he left behind as the result of the life he lived?  We 
know him for the doctrine of Balaam, the way of Balaam, 
and the error of Balaam!    
So again I ask: What kind of legacy did Balaam leave?  I 
hope by now we have all realized that he left a legacy that 
we want to run as far away from as possible.  As an alter-
native, consider following the guidance of Proverbs 3:5-6:  

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not to 
your own understanding; in all your ways acknowl-
edge Him, and He will make your paths straight.  



Lessons from Ephesians 
Wednesday, September 4:  
Read Ephesians 4:17-19 

Today’s short reading allows you to spend extra time in 
reflection for these truths of application are both powerful 
and essential.  The call to lost mankind is to turn to the 
person and work of Christ and believe!  

All the prophets testify about Him that everyone 
who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins 
through His name. . .             Acts 10:43  

Since mankind is dead in trespasses and sin, God com-
pleted all of the work of salvation, ours is but to believe.  
There is no merit in faith, all of the merit is in the person 
and work of our Savior.   
Now, as we have learned, the first three chapters of  
Ephesians lay out, in great detail, the positional riches 
that belong to everyone who believes.  In contrast,  
Chapter 4 begins a treatise on what God expects the 
born-again child of God to do with the riches that He has 
provided.  It starts with a call to live a life consistent—in 
balance—with the position that is ours in Christ.  What a 
high calling we have.   
Today’s reading brings us to another key application  
concept: 

Therefore. . .you should no longer walk as the rest 
of the Gentiles walk. . .          Ephesians 4:17  

Let me suggest that this verse is telling us the following:   
1. From the moment of our salvation onwards, we come 

under a new set of marching orders. 
 

 



Lessons from Ephesians 
Wednesday, September 4:  

Read Ephesians 4:17-19 (Continued) 
2. Again, we see the word walk, which is a reference to 

the life lived.  Believers are no longer to live a certain 
kind of life!   

3. The word translated Gentiles could also be translated 
nations.  It is a reference to the lost people of this 
world.  In short, Paul’s message to this dear church 
can be summarized as follows:   
I am telling you something of the utmost importance, 
and I insist on it in the Lord.  You must stop living 
like the lost of this world, for God has a much differ-
ent plan for your life!   

 



Lessons from Ephesians 
Thursday, September 5: 
Read Romans 1:18-32 

Our study in Ephesians raises the question: Is it possible 
for a saved person to live like an unbeliever?  If so, what 
causes that to happen?  The answer to the first question 
is simple, of course it is possible!  That’s the very reason 
Paul is warning the church to no longer live like the lost.  
It is a nonsensical command if it is not possible.  It is un-
desirable, but possible!   
As for the second question, yesterday’s text tells us how it 
happens—and it isn’t pretty!  Let’s walk through the list:   
1. It starts with futile or empty thinking.  When there is 

no substance in the soul upon which to rely, the result 
is a blacked out understanding.   

2. Blacked out thinking, in turn, leads to alienation from 
the life of God through unbelief.   

3. Ignorance within is the result when you are not regu-
larly taking in the Word of God!   

4. The final result is that the soul is hardened—literally 
full of scar tissue.  And what is the result of all of this?  
Having lost all sensitivity, they have given them-
selves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every 
kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more.   
                 Ephesians 4:19   

 



Lessons from Ephesians 
Thursday, September 5: 

Read Romans 1:18-32 (Continued) 

This is the description of a life that is in a terrible down-
ward spiral—a continual lust for more sin.   
You see this same spiral 
of sin in today’s reading.  
Today’s passage in  
Romans is descriptive of 
the unbeliever, but 
something very similar 
can happen to the be-
liever!  That is why Paul 
is giving believers such a 
strong warning: 

I tell you this and  
insist on it in the Lord 
that you must no 
longer. . . 
     Ephesians 4:17 

For what could be worse than a Christian, with all that 
God has provided as the means to live a godly life, choos-
ing to give themselves over to sensuality?   
Perish the thought we would ever give our lives over to 
anything but walking with the Lord!   



Lessons from Ephesians 
Friday, September 6: Read Colossians 3  
Many have pointed out that the battle for the Christian 
Life is lived between the ears because it begins with what 
we think!  We saw the negative side of this in our reading 
in Ephesians 4:17-19 when Paul wrote warning against 
walking like the Gentiles: “futility of their thinking,” 
“darkened in their understanding,” “ignorance that is in 
them,” and “the hardening of their hearts.”  Do you see 
how all four of these characteristics are related to what is 
going on in our souls—specifically, what we are thinking?   
Today’s reading gives us the necessary alternative for the 
Christian—the way the Christian is to walk:  

. . .set your hearts on things above, where Christ is 
seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on 
things above, not on earthly things.    Colossians 3:1-2   



Lessons from Ephesians 
Friday, September 6: Read Colossians 3  

(Continued) 
We need to make a choice!  Our minds don’t go through 
the day in a vacuum.  They are going to be occupied with 
one of two choices—the earthly or the heavenly.  And, for 
our minds to be occupied with the heavenly means they 
have to be occupied with the Word of God.  That’s why 
David said: 

How can a young man keep his way pure?  By living 
according to Your Word. . .I have hidden Your Word 
in my heart that I might not sin against You.   
               Psalm 119:9,11   

Today’s reading gives us the heavenly rationale for why 
we should fix the eyes of our soul on the heavenly, some-
thing we will also see reinforced in Ephesians: 

For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ 
in God.            Colossians 3:3  

When we believed, we died to who and what we were in 
Adam.  Then, we were made alive in Christ and have been 
called to newness of life in Him.  And, since we are new 
creations, with new lives that are now hidden in Christ, 
where exactly should our minds be focused?  The answer, 
of course, is that our minds should be focused on things 
above, eternal things, divine things, as the hymn Turn 
Your Eyes Upon Jesus so aptly states: 

And the things of earth 
will grow strangely dim  

In the light of His glory and grace!   
 



Lessons from Ephesians 
Monday, September 9:  

Read Ephesians 4:20-24 
Ephesians 4:17-19 warns us of what not to do as Chris-
tians, then Verses 20-24 give us concise guidance on what 
to do!  Meditate upon these things until they become 
firmly lodged in the soul.  Verse 20 starts us off:  

You, however, did not come to know Christ that way.   
You didn’t find Christ in the pervasive worldiness that 
clamors for our attention.  Rather, you found Him because 
God the Father drew you and God the Holy Spirit con-
victed you.  As a result, you put your faith in the person 
and work of Jesus Christ.  You see the Christian Life is 
completely Christo-centric, as we see in Verse 21:   

Surely you heard of Him and were taught in Him in 
accordance with the truth that is in Jesus.   

In order to be saved through faith we need to have suffi-
cient revelation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ—we need 
the right object in which to believe!  And then, the only 
way we grow as Christians—the only way—is if the Word 
of Christ dwells richly within. (Colossians 3:16) 
Verses 22-24 are a wonderful summary of the Christian 
Life.  Paul is not thinking of how a lost person gets saved, 
but rather how a saved person advances—what we are to 
do in our Christian walk!  I suggest you underline three 
phrases in your Bible, for they are the key:  put off, be 
renewed, and put on.  Let me expand these three slightly 
from the text: Put off your old self; renew your minds; 
and put on the new self.  Paul uses the metaphor of 
changing clothes to help us understand our new walk.  
We are to take off that which is hopelessly soiled, and put 
on that which is unsullied and new.  We’ll work on this 
more tomorrow.  In the meantime, reflect upon the goal: 
take off, be renewed, put on!  



Lessons from Ephesians 
Tuesday, September 10: Read Colossians 3  
Colossians 3:9-10 parallels Ephesians 4:22-24:  

. . since you have taken off your old self with its prac-
tices and have put on the new self, which is being re-
newed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.   

Again, Paul is saying: take off, be renewed, put on.  There 
is only one way we can respond—by faith.  For we take 
off who and what we were in Adam by believing that we 
have indeed “been crucified with Christ” (Galatians 2:20) 
and are now “new creations in Christ”  (II Corinthians 5:17).  
We are renewed as we believe the truth of God’s Word 
and thereby “grow in grace and knowledge” (II Peter 3:18) 
becoming thoroughly equipped for every good work”   
(II Timothy 3:17).  And, we put on the new man as we  
believe that God has “given us everything we need for life 
and godliness” (II Peter 1:3) through the enablement of 
His Holy Spirit and guidance found in His Word.   
The final thing in Ephesians 4:24 is a means of evaluating 
how we are doing in terms of taking off the old, renewal, 
and putting on the new.  For the outcome of this process 
that God has in mind is that we “would be like God in true 
righteousness and holiness.”   Two observations:   
1. If our lives are not lining up with the righteousness 

and holiness of God, you and I have a spirituality prob-
lem.  It might well be because we are not, by faith, 
“reckoning ourselves dead to sin,” renewing our minds 
in the Word of God, and allowing the Spirit of God to 
manifest the life of Christ within.   

2. This isn’t a verse of completion, it is instruction on the 
process.  It is not telling us that we need to have ar-
rived at true righteousness and holiness; but rather, 
that we need to be moving in that direction!  And all 
God’s people said, “Amen!”  
 



Lessons from Ephesians 
Wednesday, September 11:  

Read Ephesians 4:25-32  
Take off, renew your mind, put on!  I hope this great 
summary statement of doctrine is starting to sink in.  For, 
as new creations in Christ, we are finished with the old 
man—that is, who we were in Adam.  Instead we are to 
manifest the life of Christ.  And, to do so, requires on-
going spiritual growth through the steady intake of God’s 
Word.  This is Paul’s instruction.  Then, the rest of this 
chapter provides a number of examples of what it means 
both to take off the old and to put on the new.    
There are a lot more examples of the kinds of things we 
need to take-off  than there are examples of things to 
put-on, which tells us something about the fallen nature.  
For examples of Paul’s instructions, consider we are to:   
 Take off  falsehood, and put on speaking truthfully 

(Ephesians 4:25) 
 Stop taking from others, and instead be prepared to 

provide ministry (Ephesians 4:28) 
 Guard our lips carefully so that no unwholesome talk 

escapes, and instead use our words to build others up 
according to their needs (Ephesians 4:29)   

 Rid ourselves of bitterness, rage, and anger and, in-
stead, be kind, compassionate, and forgiving.   

The distinctions between that which we are to take-off 
and that which we are to put on couldn’t be any more 
stark.  When others watch our lives, it is equally clear to 
them whether we are walking in the new life or the old!  
Our walk is part of our testimony.  And, part of what 
makes the truth of Christianity compelling are those who 
are walking in the new life that God has provided! 



Lessons from Ephesians 
Thursday, September 12: Read Romans 6 
One more thought on the take off, renew your mind, put 
on instructions of Ephesians 4:20-24.  What is the basis of 
our forgiveness?  Our answer should be: Jesus Christ 
“bore our sins in His body on the tree” (I Peter 2:24) and, 
through His death on our behalf “the blood of Jesus. . . 
purifies us from all sin”  (I John 1:7).   
This is a completely efficacious work of God on our behalf 
without any input whatsoever from us.  That’s why we call 
it grace!  The fact that it is available to all who will trust in 
what God has done for them is what makes it the Good 
News of the Gospel.  But what does this have to do with 
taking off and putting on?  Christ dying in our place is the 
basis of how we become a child of God.  It is what deliv-
ers us from the penalty of sin.  But, as we turn to the 
Christian Life, the walk-worthy life of Ephesians, we have 
another problem.  We need deliverance from the power of 
sin!  We need to take-off that sinful nature.   
                 Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Ephesians 
Thursday, September 12: Read Romans 6 

(Continued) 
If we have a need, God always supplies in grace, and  
Romans 6 lays it out for us.  We take off  the old man by 
reckoning ourselves dead to sin (Romans 6:11).  We can do 
this because we: 

. . .know that our old self was crucified with Him so 
that the body of sin might be done away with (more 
accurately—neutralized), so that we should no longer 
be slaves to sin (there’s our deliverance).      Romans 6:6   

What about putting on?  Once again, by faith, we: 
 . . .reckon ourselves alive unto God in Christ Jesus. 
                  Romans 6:11   

You see, God has identified every born-again child of God 
with the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  We take 
off the old when we rest in the finished work of the cross— 
such that the old man is rendered powerless—and trust in 
the Spirit of God to manifest the life of Christ in us.   
One thing remains—this new life needs to be renewed in 
the truth—the living and abiding Word of God—on a daily 
basis.  And what’s God’s goal?  That we would be: 

. . .created to be like God in true righteousness and 
holiness.                   Ephesians 4:24  

I told you that this section was absolutely packed with 
marvelous truth!   

Wonderful the matchless grace of Jesus!  
 

Tomorrow, I am starting a new series called  
Gospel Culture.  No need to explain further, 

I’ll be doing so in the first lesson. 



Gospel Culture 
Friday, September 13:  
Read Romans 1:1-18 

Today we start an investigation into something I am going 
to call Gospel Culture.  A church with a Gospel Culture is 
one that has a firm grasp of belief in, and zeal for, the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.   
Now let me ask you two questions: “Should such a church 
fellowship have a certain look to it?”  Should you be able 
to tell the difference, by observation, between a local 
church fellowship that has a strong Gospel Culture and 
one that does not?  What I am suggesting is that it is pos-

sible for a church to have the look of 
the graphic at left—spiritually speak-
ing!  Do you think that such a fellow-
ship would be attractive to the lost?  I 
don’t either.  One of the possible rea-
sons for such a condition is that a good 
solid Gospel Culture is lacking.  Again, 
by that I mean the fellowship has a 
firm grasp of, belief in, and zeal for the 
Gospel of grace centered in the person 

and work of Jesus Christ!   
Now on the other 
hand, what about a 
church that looks 
like the graphic at 
right, spiritually 
speaking?  Would 
this kind of local  
fellowship be more 
attractive to the 
lost?  Of course!   

Continued on the next page. 



Gospel Culture 
Friday, September 13:  

Read Romans 1:1-18 (Continued) 
Naturally, there are many other factors involved with the 
kind of witness, or testimony, a local church has to out-
side observers—things like an upright walk with the Lord, 
their love for one another, and their appreciation for God’s 
Word.   
For your consideration, I want to add to the list the impor-
tance for every 
local fellowship 
to have a solid 
Gospel Culture, 
that it would not 
be ashamed of 
the message of 
the cross, but 
ready to proclaim 
it with zeal: 

For I am not 
ashamed of 
the Gospel, 
because it  
is the power 
of God for the 
salvation of 
everyone who 
believes. . .        
Romans 1:16   

In short, the fel-
lowships that are 
grounded in 
those things in which the power of God resides will always 
be more vital than those that are not!  



Gospel Culture 
Monday, September 16:  

Read Jeremiah 2 

In raising the issue of Gospel Culture within a church fel-
lowship, I am not suggesting for even a minute that the 
corporate supersedes or takes the place of an individual 
response.  I mention that because I want to be very clear 
that your church can’t save you.  For example, a mature 
fellowship does not mean that every attender is mature. 
On the contrary, we get saved on an individual basis 
through faith in the person and work of Christ.  We ma-
ture as Christians on an individual basis by growing in 
grace and knowledge.  We are spiritual on an individual 
basis by means of walking in the Spirit.    
So then, what is the point of talking about Gospel Culture?  
Consider this: Corporate beliefs will result in a corporate 
culture!  You will find that church fellowships that are con-
sistently led and taught tend to gather like-minded indi-
viduals.  When a group tends to all have the same mind-
set, they tend to act in concert.  Let me give you an  
example from today’s reading.  What do you suppose 
happens when people, as a group, turn from God to other 
things?  What do you suppose happens when they turn to 
ways of thinking that originate with man and not with 
God?  This is what happens—it brings the rebuke of God:  

“My people have committed two sins:  They have 
forsaken Me, the spring of living water, and have 
dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot 
hold water.”                 Jeremiah 2:13   

Notice that this was a group of people!  That doesn’t 
mean everyone—obviously not Jeremiah—but corporately 
Israel had by and large turned from God and gone their 
own way.  What an indictment from God!  How about us 
as a church fellowship, what would the Lord have to say?   



Gospel Culture 
Tuesday, September 17:  

Read Revelation 2  
Beginning in Revelation 2, John is recording a message 
from God to seven churches located in Asia Minor.  An 
analysis of the historical and prophetic meaning of these 
messages is beyond the scope of our daily devotional.  
Nonetheless, they provide an excellent illustration of the 
point of yesterday’s lesson that corporate beliefs will result 
in a corporate culture!   
It is very easy to prove this concept from today’s reading 
in Revelation 2.  Consider the church at Ephesus.  If you 
read through Verses 1-7, is there anything you can tell me 
about the culture of this local church fellowship?  Would 
you agree that they are a hard-working church?   

“You have persevered and have endured hardships 
for My name, and have not grown weary.”     Verse 3 

This certainly must be seen as a commendation.  However, 
despite their focus on works and perseverance, or maybe 
because of them, God has a sobering word of rebuke:   

“Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken 
your First Love.”                 Verse 4 



Gospel Culture 
Tuesday, September 17:  

Read Revelation 2 (Continued)  

This busy and bustling church has wandered away from a 
vital and ongoing relationship with the One who saved 
them.  Using the terminology of John from his Gospel, let 
me suggest that the Ephesian church is no longer abiding 
in the true Vine.  Now this certainly does not mean that 
everyone in the church has forsaken an ongoing relation-
ship with Christ, but enough have that their church culture 
can be described as having “forsaken your First Love.” 
And, as you read through the rest of Revelation Chapters 
2-3, you will find a description of many other church cul-
tures—most of which are quite unflattering.  That brings 
me to a singular question, “How would God describe the 
culture of our fellowship, and is it a Gospel Culture?   We 
have seen the negative, time to go to work on establish-
ing the positive! 
 



Gospel Culture 
Wednesday, September 18: Read John 3  

As stated for the past few days, corporate beliefs should 
result in a corporate culture!  Of course, this can be true 
with respect to the full scope of truth to which we hold as 
a church fellowship, but our focus is upon our beliefs with 
respect to the Gospel centered in the person and work of 
Jesus Christ.  For example, assume our local fellowship 
was convicted to the core with respect to the following:   
1. The Gospel is the power of God for every last person 

on planet earth to be saved.  (Romans 1:16)  
For God did not send 
His Son into the 
world to condemn 
the world, but to 
save the world 
through Him.    
         John 3:17   

2. We are called to be 
God’s witnesses and 
ambassadors that we 
might testify to the 
Gospel of God’s grace.  
(Acts 1:8, II Corinthians 
5:20, Acts 20:24)  

3. God has made known 
the glorious riches of 
His plan. . .Christ in 
us the hope of glory. 
(Colossians 1:27)   

If this were the case, then would it be something that 
would be observable to those watching?  I ask this question 



Gospel Culture 
Wednesday, September 18: Read John 3  

(Continued) 
because how many people in our neighborhoods are 
unchurched or apathetic to the church because they’ve 
spent time in one?  They were being drawn to something 
positive, but instead received some kind of sales pitch, 
observed power-struggles, or any of a host of other forms 
of carnality!  Shouldn’t our witness be compelling?  
Shouldn’t the message of the so-great salvation that is 
available in Jesus Christ drown out all other messages? 
On the one hand, A. W. Tozer shares a sad truth: 

A widespread revival of the kind of Christianity we 
know today in America might prove to be a moral 
tragedy from which we would not recover in a  
hundred years.   

On the other hand, what I am trying to get us to think 
about is well summarized by Ray Ortlund:   

The need of our times is nothing less than the  
re-Christianization of our churches, according to the 
gospel alone, in both doctrine and culture, by Christ 
Himself.”    

And, all God’s people said, “Amen!”  



Gospel Culture 
Thursday, September 19:  
Read I Thessalonians 1 

By now you should be ready for some specifics.  What 
kind of culture should be evident for those who hold to a 
pure Gospel message?  Let’s consider three passages of 
Scripture, and then begin to put the pieces together.  
First, we have already considered Romans 1:16:  

I am not ashamed of the Gospel, because it is the 
power of God for the salvation of everyone who  
believes. . .    

Second, from today’s reading:  
. . .our Gospel came to you not simply with words, 
but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with 
deep conviction.          I Thessalonians 1:5   

Finally, for the purposes of reinforcement, consider this 
promise of Jesus from Luke 24:49:  

“I am going to send you what My Father has  
promised; but stay in the city until you have been 
clothed with power from on high.”   

Now, I am thinking about a congregation, in which these 
truths are well-known, they are believed and they have 
taken root.  If that were the case, what would we expect 
to see?  Consider the following:  
1. A fellowship of believers who were not ashamed of the 

saving message of the cross of Christ regardless of the 
ridicule of the world!  The potential of a lost person 
getting saved looms larger in our thinking than the 
ridicule of a world on the Broad Road and headed to 
destruction.   



Gospel Culture 
Thursday, September 19:  

Read I Thessalonians 1 (Continued) 
2. A fellowship of believers who are resting in the power 

of the message of the Gospel of grace.  That means 
that we: 
 Don’t worry about winning arguments. 
 Don’t worry about eloquence of speech. 
 Don’t worry about political correctness.   
 Do focus on getting the Good News message on 

the table so that its inherent power might do its 
work of convicting the lost of their need to get right 
with the Lord before it is too late.   

As Charles Spurgeon once said, and I paraphrase: We 
need to let the lion of the Gospel out of the cage! 

 



Old Testament Characters 
Friday, September 20: Read Genesis 15  
Our next Old Testament character is Abraham, and for 
today I want to concentrate on one well-known verse:  

Abraham believed the Lord, and He credited it to 
him as righteousness.          Genesis 15:6   

God had made promises to Abraham which included land, 
offspring, and blessing.  In Chapter 15, we see that Abra-
ham had some doubts, and he is going to have doubts 
again.  But, the text makes clear that Abraham believed 
and God credited his faith to him as righteousness.  We 
would be left wondering exactly what that means if it 
weren’t for the fact that we have New Testament com-
mentary on this precise event.  Romans Chapter 4 says:  

What then shall we say that Abraham, our fore-
father, discovered in this matter? . . .What does the 
Scripture say?  Abraham believed God, and it was 
credited to him as righteousness.   Romans 4:1,3  

In the context of Romans 3-5, the righteousness in view is 
the very, “righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus 
Christ, to all and on all who believe.” (Romans 3:22)  In 
short, Abraham stood justified before a holy God for one 
reason—he believed God!  What about us?  That’s the 
reason Paul mentions Abraham in Romans Chapter 4, he 
wants to make application as we see in Romans 4:23-24:   

The words  “It was credited to him” were written 
not for him (Abraham) alone, but also for us to whom 
God will credit righteousness—for us who believe in 
Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.   

This point alone makes Abraham a worthy character for 
study, for he is the father of all who are justified before 
God by faith in what God has promised—a righteousness 
acceptable to Him through faith in Jesus Christ!  



Old Testament Characters 
Monday, September 23:  

Read Matthew 7 
I would like to challenge your thinking for one more day 
on the matter of justification by faith.  For, in contrast to 
yesterday’s message of justification by means of faith, 
there are many who want to add a measure of works on 
the part of man.  They typically don’t mean some kind of 
good deed, but instead things like firmness of resolve, 
commitment, or surrender.  Let me ask a question from 
Genesis 15 that we read yesterday: Did we see firmness 
of resolve from Abraham?  Or, did we simply see a point 
at which he believed in the promises of God?   
Those who promote  
effort on man’s part in 
order to obtain salvation 
often point to Matthew 
7:14 found in today’s 
reading to support their 
position:  

Because narrow is 
the gate and diffi-
cult the way which 
leads to life, and 
there are few who 
find it.    

Naturally, they point to 
the word difficult, and 
claim that we, there-
fore, need to work hard 
to get to heaven.  Well, 
what about that?  Two 
things to consider.  First, consider why is the gate narrow?   

Continued on the next page. 



Old Testament Characters 
Monday, September 23:  

Read Matthew 7 (Continued) 
Frank E. Gaebelein answers this way:  

And why then is the gate narrow?  Not because of 
certain conditions and hard terms are to be fulfilled, 
but because man does not want to give up his own 
righteousness, and clinging still to his miserable  
filthy rags, he refuses God’s way and God’s door of 
salvation which is Christ and Christ alone. 

Do you see what he is saying?  The way is narrow be-
cause there is only one way!  

Jesus answered,  “I am the way and the truth  
and the life.  No one comes to the Father except 
through Me.”               John 14:6   

Apart from faith in the person and work of Christ, there is 
no coming to God—for anyone, ever!   
Second, what about the claim the way is difficult?   Most 
other translations use a word like narrow to get across the 
meaning of the Greek Word.  Consider the New American 
Standard (NASB) translation of Matthew 7:14:  

For the gate is small and the way is narrow that 
leads to life, and there are few who find it.  

This is really just another aspect of the same concept.  
The world has many competing approaches to being 
happy and fulfilled—the Broad Road.  But, from God’s per-
spective, there is only one Savior and one way by which 
to have the abundant life He offers.  We come, not in a 
way of our choosing, but in the one way He has pro-
vided—or we don’t come at all!  And, that’s what makes it 
“difficult” for lost mankind! 



Old Testament Characters 
Tuesday, September 24: Read Joshua 1 
While looking at Old Testament characters, let’s consider 
Joshua.  First, a quick review of who he was:   
1. He was part of the Exodus generation that was led out 

of Egypt under the leadership of Moses as the result of 
God’s mighty acts of deliverance.   

2. He was one of the 12 men sent to spy out the Prom-
ised Land, and one of only two who encouraged the 
people to take God up on His promise to lead them 
into the Promised Land.  Note that Joshua’s trip to spy 
out the Land occurred less than a year after deliver-
ance of the children of Israel from Egypt.   

3. Because of the negative report of the other ten spies, 
the people panicked rather than trusting that the Lord 
would give them the victory.  As a result, God pro-
nounced discipline on the entire adult population of 
Israel: they would wander in the wilderness for 40 
years, not entering the Promised Land until a new gen-
eration had grown to adulthood, with two exceptions—  
Caleb and Joshua!   

           Continued on the next page. 

 



Old Testament Characters 
Tuesday, September 24: Read Joshua 1 

(Continued) 
4. Joshua became Moses’ assistant.  In the language of 

our day, Joshua was Moses’ aide de camp.  And, as 
you saw in today’s reading, following the death of 
Moses, Joshua is going to be the one to lead the  
Israelites into the Promised Land.   

That’s the background, now I want to draw your attention 
to God’s command to Joshua as they prepare to cross into 
the Land:  

“Be strong and courageous. . .Be strong and very 
courageous.  Be careful to obey all the law My  
servant Moses gave you. . .Do not let this book of 
the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day 
and night. . .Be strong and courageous.  Do not be 
terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your 
God will be with you wherever you go.”  Joshua 1:6-9 

There is much worth studying in this entire section—but it 
is hard to miss the repeated command to be “strong and 
courageous.”  We’ll have to consider that more closely.  



Old Testament Characters 
Wednesday, September 25:  

Read Matthew 14  
Joshua was certainly an exceptional man, for he was one 
of only two to enter the Promised Land out of an entire 
generation!  Which is why, upon our initial reading in 
Joshua Chapter 1, I was intrigued as to why God told 
Joshua over and over to be strong and courageous.  Had 
not he already passed the test?   
Let me suggest, for your consideration, a reason for such 
emphasis.  Is it possible that fear and weariness  (the op-
posite of being strong and courageous) are the greatest 
obstacles to ongoing faith?  As an example, consider the 
portion of today’s reading that deals with Jesus walking 
on the water.  First of all, the disciples have had a long 
day of ministry, and the boat they were in was: 

. . .buffeted by the waves because the wind was 
against it.              Matthew 14:24 

Continued on the next page.  



Old Testament Characters 
Wednesday, September 25:  
Read Matthew 14 (Continued) 

Certainly, the disciples must have been weary.  And then, 
they saw Jesus coming to them: 

When the disciples saw Him walking on the lake, 
they were terrified.           Matthew 14:26  

Even when Peter had the 
faith to get out of the boat 
and begin walking to  
Jesus, it ended this way: 

But when he (Peter) 
saw the wind, he was 
afraid and, beginning 
to sink, cried out,  
“Lord save me!”  
        Matthew 14:30    

Do you see it?  It is hard 
to exercise faith when tired 
and weary.  If you want an 
Old Testament example, consider the great prophet Elijah.  
Once, when he became tired and afraid as documented in 
I Kings 19, he ran away from everything.   

So really, what God is doing by telling Joshua to be strong 
and courageous is reminding him to keep walking by faith!  
He is telling Joshua to keep trusting the God who saw the 
children of Israel through the desert wilderness for 40 
years, the God who can most certainly bring His promise 
to fruition by bringing them into the Promised Land.   

What good advice for us!  Be strong and courageous 
every day, by depending on the Savior who died for you, 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  He will see you through!  



Old Testament Characters 
Thursday, September 26: Read Joshua 5 

The Israelites have crossed over the Jordan river.  They 
are technically in the Promised Land, although they have 
not yet conquered any of it.  Their first challenge is to  
defeat the walled city of Jericho.  The time for battle has 
come and Joshua is apparently off by himself, perhaps in 
prayer or contemplating how best to lead the people.   

Now as Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and 
saw a man standing in front of him with a drawn 
sword in his hand.  Joshua went up to him and 
asked, “Are you for us or for our enemies?” 
                Joshua 5:13 

Joshua has apparently taken the admonition from the 
Lord in Chapter 1 to heart, for he has certainly challenged 
this armed stranger in a courageous manner!  Here is the 
answer the stranger provides in the first part of Verse 14: 

“Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the 
army of the Lord I have now come.”   

We are now going to learn something about Joshua as a 
result of how he responds to this information—no doubt 
part of the reason God choose Joshua to lead His people. 

Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground in rever-
ence, and asked him, “What message does my Lord 
have for His servant?”          Joshua 5:14 

For Joshua recognized that he was in the presence of the 
Lord (see Verse 15 to convince yourself), and responded 
accordingly.  How did he respond?  He acted with worship 
(he fell face down on the ground in reverence) and recep-
tivity to the Word of God (“What message does my Lord 
have for His servant?”)!   If you put it together, Joshua is 
a great example for us: courageous in the Lord, with an 
attitude of worship and receptivity to the Word of God! 



Old Testament Characters 
Friday, September 27: Read Joshua 24 
The most important choice faced by every single human 
being is the call to place his or her faith in the person and 
work of Christ!  Eternity is riding on it: 

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but 
whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s 
wrath remains on him.         John 3:36   

Now, let’s consider the choices that face the believer.  
Certainly one of the most significant involves choosing not 
just to believe in Jesus, but also to follow after Him as a 
disciple.  Joshua laid it out this way:  

Now, fear the Lord and serve Him with all faithful-
ness. . .choose for yourselves this day whom you will 
serve, whether the gods your forefathers served  
beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in 
whose land you are living.  But as for me and my 
household, we will serve the Lord.       Joshua 24:14-15   

Just as it was possible for God’s chosen people to serve 
the idols of the people they conquered, so too it is possi-
ble for a child of God to follow after the things of this 
world.  What a great challenge from the godly man  
chosen to lead the Jews into the Promised Land: “as for 
me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”   Further, 
in Chapter 23, Joshua says why we should serve the Lord.  

You know with all your heart and soul that not one 
of all the good promises the Lord your God gave you 
has failed.  Every promise has been fulfilled; not one 
has failed.            Joshua 23:14   

Our Savior is a promise-keeping God, who loved us to the 
extent He died for us.  Even now He is preparing a place 
for us in His Father’s house that we might be with Him for-
ever!  Serve Him gladly!  There is no other Who cares for 
you in this way—certainly not the masters of this world!   



Lesson from Ephesians 
Monday, September 30:  
Read Ephesians 5:1-7 

(Remember, short readings are ideal for deep reflection.)  
In the first three chapters of Ephesians, we learned of our 
exceedingly privileged position in Christ—raised up and 
seated with Him in the heavenly realms, recipients of 
every spiritual blessing in Christ.  What did we do to  
deserve such blessing?  Nothing!  That’s why we label 
what God has done for those who believe as an act of 
grace.  He saw our need and provided, from His own re-
sources, what we could never achieve by our own efforts.   
As exceedingly privileged as the first three chapters of  
the book of Ephesians are, the last half is every bit as 
challenging!  To be positionally seated with Christ in the 
heavenlies is indeed a great privilege.  But, in Chapter 4, 
we learned that, as new creations in Christ, we are to live 
a life equivalent in weight to our position in Christ!  If that 
were not enough, in Chapter 5 we start with the call to: 

Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved  
children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved 
us and gave Himself up for us as a fragrant offering 
and sacrifice to God.          Ephesians 5:1-2    

This should most certainly give us pause.  For we are  
being told to imitate God, and love in the same way that 
Christ loved by sacrificially offering Himself.  Doesn’t that 
seem like an exceedingly tall order?  Is it possible?   There 
is much more to consider, but I can tell you one thing 
right at the start: Just as we no more achieved our privi-
leged position in Christ by our own efforts; so too there is 
no chance whatsoever we are going to imitate God and 
love as Christ did in our own strength.  Mark it down!  The 
grace of God is going to have to provide the means.   
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