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Foreword 
We’ll spend time this month in Exodus and Galatians and 

we’ll finish our study of the  

Mission and Disciplines of the 

Christian Life.  I trust you will be 

blessed by seeing the connection 

between the Passover Lamb and 

Jesus Christ in  

Exodus.   

The final discipline of the  

Christian Life that we discuss 

deals with the call to assemble as 

a church body.  Interestingly 

enough, I am writing this book 

just a few days before our first re-gathering after suspend-

ing services because of the coronavirus.  Praise God that 

we will be re-gathering and that the Word of God has been 

proclaimed the entire time that we could not gather.   

The month wouldn’t be complete without further discussion 

on protecting the message to which we bear witness—the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ.  May God bless your time in His 

Word. 

 
In His grace,  

 

 

Kevin Redig 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 



Introducing Exodus 
Tuesday, September 1:   

Read Exodus 1:13-14 and Exodus 20 

Let’s investigate a bit further the question raised yesterday, 

especially as it might apply in our own lives: 

 Why is God allowing His chosen people  
to suffer as they are? 

Persecution, hardship, and oppression are not things to de-

sire or to look forward to, but they most certainly can have 

an unmistakable purpose in God’s plan!  Pressure highlights 

need for the believer and unbeliever alike.  The following 

well-known passage is beautiful and compelling only to 

those who are weary and heavy-laden.  In other words, this 

passage is relevant only to those who  clearly feel their 

need! 

Come to Me all you who are weary and heavy-laden, 
and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you and 
learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls.  For My yoke is 
easy and My burden is light.     Matthew 11:28-30 

From another angle, look at how affliction can draw us to 

the Word of God: 

Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I obey 
Your Word.                      Psalm 119:67 

I think the principle is aptly summed up by the hymnist: 

Years I spent in vanity and pride,  
Caring not my Lord was crucified. . .  

By God’s Word at last my sin I learned;  
Then I trembled at the law I’d spurned. . . 

There my burdened soul found liberty at Calvary! 

And all God’s people said, “Amen!” 



Introducing Exodus 
Wednesday, September 2: 

Read Exodus 1:5-22 and Acts 4 

You will be surprised at how much trouble this passage has 

given commentators over the years.  Let’s start by identify-

ing what we know.  

1. Pharaoh’s first effort to control the Israelite population 

has not worked. (Verse 12)  So, what’s his next move?  

He drags the midwives into his scheming and directs 

them to kill newborn Hebrew boys.   

2. Did the midwives obey Pharaoh?  

The text is clear that they did not. 

(Verse 17)  I love the reason—

because they feared God.  Think 

through carefully what the mid-

wives were faced with and how 

they responded.  They had a 

command by the ruler of the most 

powerful nation on earth.  They 

also knew what was right in the 

eyes of the ruler of this universe.  

They sorted out the options and 

decided that the will of God would take priority.  That’s 

a very practical example of what the Fear of the Lord is!   

Consider this similar situation in the book of Acts:   

But Peter and John replied, “Judge for yourselves 
whether it is right in God’s sight to obey you  
rather than God.   For we cannot help speaking about 
what we have seen and heard.”        Acts 4:19-20 

These are two good and practical examples for us to 

follow!  And, take note of how God blessed those God-

fearing midwives in Verses 20-21. 



Introducing Exodus 
Thursday, September 3:   

Read I Corinthians 5 (Highlight Verse 7) 

Before we continue in Exodus, let’s take a timeout to inves-

tigate a topic closely related to our study.  Recall that the 

major theme of the Book of Exodus is redemption.  Have 

you noticed how we have been developing background on 

a spiritual truth from a physical illustration?  The Israelites 

are physically enslaved, they are helpless to redeem them-

selves, and they need someone more powerful than Phar-

aoh to provide their freedom.   

This parallels the well-developed New Testament truth that 

every member of the human race is spiritually enslaved in 

Satan’s kingdom, helpless to free themselves, and in need of 

someone more powerful than Satan to provide their spiritual 

freedom!  This is not to say that the Israelites did not also 

need spiritual redemption—they did.  The issue is that the 

two are so closely aligned that we can miss the difference. 

The point of today’s discussion, and something we will 

work on for the next few days, is that the redemption of 

the Israelites out of bondage in Egypt is a type of God’s 

provision of spiritual redemption for the human race.  A 

type is a person or thing, typically found in the Old Testa-

ment, that prophetically foreshadows a person or thing in 

the New Testament.  Here is a definition by a theologian 

that I find helpful:  

A type is a shadow cast on the pages of Old Testament 
history by a truth whose full embodiment, or antitype, 
is found in the New Testament revelation!       
                               Wick Broomall  

Can you see the type/antitype connection between the 

Passover Lamb of Exodus and the Lord Jesus Christ? 



Introducing Exodus 
Friday, September 4: Read Romans 5 

(Highlight Verse 14) 

Here is a question you should be asking—are types  

Biblical?  Consider Romans 5:14:  

Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until  
Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the 
likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of 
Him who was to come.   

Some translations will use the word pattern, but you 

should know the Greek word is tupos, and is the basis for 

the concept of types.  So to answer our question—types 

are very Biblical.  Here is a helpful, but deep, quote from 

an expert on types, Geerhardus Vos: 

The gateway to the house of typology is at the  
further end of the house of symbolism.  

What he is saying is that in order to identify a type, start 

with symbolism.  Let me walk you through an example: 

Put yourself in the shoes of the Israelites at the time of 

the first Passover. 

1. What did the people know?  They were to select a 

lamb without blemish or spot.  They were to put the 

blood from that lamb on the top and sides of their 

doorposts.  This would cause the angel of the Lord to 

pass over their homes and spare their firstborn.    

2. Would the Israelites have been able to  

identify anything symbolic in what they knew?  

How about that the lamb died in the place of their 

firstborn!  Or, that the term Passover represented their 

interaction with the angel.   



Introducing Exodus 
Friday, September 4: Read Romans 5 

(Highlight Verse 14) (Continued) 

3. Follow this carefully—in the light of Biblical  

revelation, do the symbols of which the Israel-

ites were aware have any connection to people 

or things?  Of course!  The unblemished lamb, who 

died in the place of the firstborn, is a symbol of the 

coming Lord Jesus Christ.   

Having worked through this discussion, we have identified 

a type that prefigures a future work of God.  The type is 

meant to be an aid in teaching various aspects of the real-

ity that is coming.  Types are found throughout the Old 

Testament Scriptures to reinforce and illustrate key truths. 

 



Mission and Disciplines 
Monday, September 7: Read Hebrews 10 

Our Mission is stated in many places in Scripture:  

"Go into all the world and preach the gospel  
to every creature.”               Mark 16:15  

With our minds clearly on that mission, we have investigat-

ed a number of the disciplines of the Christian Life that can 

allow us to be more effective in accomplishing our mission, 

things like Bible study, worship, and prayer.  I have one 

more in mind for us to investigate, and it is nicely summa-

rized by Hebrews 10:24-25:   

And let us consider how we may spur one another  
on toward love and good deeds.  Let us not give up  
meeting together, as some are in the habit of  
doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the 
more as you see the Day approaching.  

Now perhaps you are thinking, “Okay, I get it!  The last 

thing on his list is—go to church!”  And, if you are really 

cynical, you are already thinking, “Of course, the pastor is 

going to say, ‘Go to church!’”  It is true that this passage is 

encouraging God’s people to meet and, in particular, to en-

courage one another.  For the rougher things get in the 

world, the more we need it!  But is this scripture an admon-

ition to “go to church?”  The word translated church in the 

New Testament doesn’t mean building, it means those who 

have been called out.  

For The Church is an assembly of those who have  

believed in the person and work of Christ.  It is those who 

form a living and vital entity with Christ at its head against 

which the gates of hell will not prevail.  It is this idea of 

Church that is meant to put on display the glory of God to 

the watching spiritual hosts.  And, this kind of Church is an 

entirely different matter altogether than the casual state-

ment, “Church is at 9:30.”  More to come! 



Mission and Disciplines 
Tuesday, September 8:  

Read Romans 16 

Yesterday we began an investigation of what I am going 

to call The Discipline of Assembly, or the gathering of the 

Body of Christ.  Let me give you a few more things to 

consider:   

• The Church is not a building, but people:  

And the Lord added to the church daily those  
who were being saved.         Acts 2:47 

• The Church, those who are part of the body of Christ, 

were bought at an extraordinary cost!   

Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the 
flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to shepherd the church of God, which He 
purchased with His own blood.       Acts 20:28   

• Those who assemble as The Church have a clearly-

defined head, or leader, in Jesus Christ 

And He is the head of the body, the church, who is 
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 
all things He may have the preeminence.     
                Colossians 1:18   

       Continued on the next page. 



Mission and Disciplines 
Tuesday, September 8:  

Read Romans 16 (Continued) 

• The Church has both a universal aspect (Christ also 
loved the church, Ephesians 5:25) and a local, geo-

graphic aspect (Greet Priscilla and Aquila. . .Likewise 
greet the church that is in their house, Romans 16:3,5)  

This means our fellowship, although part of the Uni-

versal Church, is a discrete local body with Christ at 

the head and through which He desires to accomplish 

His purposes.  The same is true of each local fellow-

ship of believers.   

• One last item for today.  It is possible for a local as-

sembly to be many things: 

 Functional  

I know your deeds, your love and faith. . . 
              Revelation 2:19 

 Dysfunctional  

Yet I hold this against you. . .       Revelation 2:4 

 Everything in between  

Now are you starting to see where we are going with this, 

Discipline of Assembly?  We are called to not forsake 

gathering with other believers that the body might not on-

ly engage in the other disciplines of the Christian Life, but 

so that it might be fully functional for all that God has in 

mind for it to accomplish.  



Mission and Disciplines 
Wednesday, September 9:  

Read Isaiah 40:6-26 

As we continue to study what I am calling The Discipline of 
Assembly, you should by now begin to realize that in truth 

this is much closer to a call to value the Church than it is a 

call to go to church!  For, the Church is the living entity  

authorized by God for the day in which we live and through 

which He intends to supernaturally accomplish His purpos-

es.  The Church has supernatural power and is the epitome 

of the principle that the Spirit-enabled whole is greater than 

the sum of the parts.  Nothing else has its standing or its 

future!   

As valuable and dedicated as are many para-church  

organizations, there is nothing else like the Church.  Let me 

give you a few items to ponder in support of these claims:  

• Only the Church has  

Jesus Christ as its head!  
(Ephesians 5:23, Colos-

sians 1:18)  Who is the 

head of the local church 

which you attend?  Who 

is the head of your fa-

vorite para-church or-

ganization?  There is a 

world of difference be-

tween those two answers.  For that reason the two are 

accountable, enabled, and historically connected in com-

pletely different ways.  
Continued on the next page. 

 



Mission and Disciplines 
Wednesday, September 9:  

Read Isaiah 40:6-26 (Continued) 

• Nothing else is sovereignly ordained 

and functionally gifted like the local 

church. (I Corinthians 12:4-f, Matthew 

16:18)  God chose the Church as 

His instrument, and then in grace 

gifted it in such a way as to make it 

functional.   

• Nothing else is going to prevail 

against the “gates of hell.”  
(Matthew 16:18)  Jesus makes it 

clear that the Church is His and it 

will prevail.  Even when individuals fail and churches in 

one part of the world have gone into decline, the  

Universal Church has supernaturally continued century 

after century.   

• Only the Church is designed to put on display the  

glory of God to the celestial (and terrestrial) powers.  

(Ephesians 3:8-10)  What an awesome privilege we have!  

What a purifying principle as we examine our areas of 

ministry and the intent of those ministries.   

• The Church is meant to be the primary means of evan-

gelism and discipleship. (I Corinthians 12:28, Ephesians 

4:11-16)  The Church is God-ordained and enabled.  No 

human organization can claim to hold title to the Scrip-

tural warrant we have just reviewed.  In fact, the 

Church turns its back on its divine warrant when it 

chooses to become another man-made entity.  That is 

what makes it so sorrowful to behold when churches 

start to forsake their First Love and become ever more 

worldly.    

 



The Church is God ordained and enabled.  No human organi-

zation, even a spiritually-focused one, can claim to hold title 

to the Scriptural warrant given to the Church:  

• It has Christ at its head. 

• It consists of a spiritually-gifted body, against which the 

gates of Hades shall not prevail. 

• It displays the glory of God to the angelic host. 

• It is His instrument for reaching the lost and nurturing 

those who respond.   

So you can see that this final discipline of the Christian Life 

has really been about seeing yourself as part of His Church.  

But perhaps your observation of churches in America has led 

you to a sense of despair and a heartfelt cry, “But the 

Church has failed!”  Be very careful at this point.  For, alt-

hough the Church in America has some serious failings, do 

not forget the words of Jesus from Matthew 16:18:“. . .I will 
build My Church.  . .”  The pronouns I and My are the key!   

When we say, “The Church has failed,” we are dangerously 

close to saying that Jesus has failed.  For Jesus said He will 

build it!  There is absolutely no evidence in the Scriptures 

that God is going to decide to change His plan until He pur-

posefully removes the Church from this world.  The Church 

has survived for two millennia, centuries of persecution, the 

dark ages, and much more.  Always the Church continues 

through one message—the Gospel of Jesus Christ.   

Don’t give up on the Church.  Don’t forsake assembling to-

gether so that you might be used of God to revitalize His 

Church.  For the Church is His way.  Join Him!   

Mission and Disciplines 
Thursday, September 10:  

Read Matthew 6  



Back to Galatians 
Friday, September 11:   

Read Galatians 1:11-24, Acts 9:1-15 

As we continue our progression in the Book of Galatians, 

today’s reading reminds us of the conversion of Saul to 

Paul, and several of the events early in his life as a Chris-

tian.  For example:   

• He was shooting up the ranks of the Pharisees, in part, 

because of his persecution of Christians.   

• But then he met the Lord Jesus on the road to Damas-

cus and went from persecutor to believer as the result 

of placing his faith in the risen Christ.   

• Then. let’s not forget his time of one-on-one training 

with the Lord in Arabian, most likely in the Nabatean 

peninsula.  What a remarkable time that must have 

been.  This time may have lasted as long as three years 

and certainly laid the foundation for Paul’s ministry in 

the years ahead.   

With that quick background, let me draw your attention to 

Paul’s personal testimony:  

But when it pleased God who separated me from my 
mother’s womb and called me through His grace, to 
reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among 
the Gentiles. . .                Galatians 1:15-16 

When you read about Paul’s dramatic conversion and God’s 

call on his life, do you think, “Well that’s not me.  I’m not a 
super-Christian like Paul!”  If that is your response, let me 

challenge you to reconsider.  For, to think this way is to fail 

to understand God’s plan of redemption and New Testa-

ment Christianity, which in turn leads to a failure to engage 

in the Christian Life!  Bear with me, and I’ll show you.  Spe-

cifically, I want to show you the parallels between your life 

and Paul’s and between God’s call on him and on you!  



 

Back to Galatians 
Monday, September 14:  

Read Philippians 3 

Let me point out six items related to the life of Paul:   

1. He was set apart from the womb. (Galatians 1:15)   

2. He heard the Gospel in Acts 6-7, was convicted in Acts 

9, and we have a bit of his personal testimony in Philip-

pians 3:8-9:  

. . .I also count all things loss for the excellence of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I 
have suffered the loss of all things, and count them 
as rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in 
Him, not having my own righteousness, which is 
from the Law, but that which is through faith in 
Christ. . .the righteousness 
which is from God by faith. . . 

3. God’s calling on Paul’s life to 

ministry was revealed in Acts 

9:15-16.   

4. He received direct revelation 

from God. (Galatians 1:16-17,  

I Corinthians 11:23-f)   

5. He developed a Christ-

centered and grace-oriented 

perspective:   

I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I 
who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.    
                 Galatians 2:20 

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 
me.                     Philippians 4:13   

Continued on the next page.  



Back to Galatians 
Monday, September 14:   

Read Philippians 3 (Continued) 

6.  Lastly, he lived and finished well!  

. . . the time of my departure is at hand.  I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I 
have kept the faith.  Finally there is laid up for me 
the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will give to me on that Day. . .   
                  II Timothy 4:6-8  

Now think this through with me—if Paul is some kind of one

-of-a-kind super apostle, then all of the above things are 

unique to him!  Is that true?  Might they also be true of you 

and me?  We’ll find out tomorrow—think about it in the 

meantime!  

 



Back to Galatians 
Tuesday, September 15:   

Read II Timothy 4 

In the same way we looked at Paul’s life yesterday, let’s 

consider a Biblical snapshot of our lives, assuming that we 

are born-again children of God:   

1. God foreknew we would believe, and therefore chose us 

to be holy and blameless before Him.   

. . .elect according to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father. . .                         I Peter 1:2   

. . .He chose us in Him before the foundation of the 
world to be holy and without blame before Him. . .  
                                Ephesians 1:4  

2. We heard the Gospel (Colossians 1:5), were convicted 

(John 16:8), and believed (Ephesians 1:13).   

3. God has given all believers a very clear calling:   

Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires 
to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross, and follow Me.”                Matthew 16:24   

We won’t develop this fully, but in essence, this is a call 

for the believer to turn from the desires of the flesh and 

submit to God’s authority upon his or her life.  This 

means doing whatever it might be that He calls us to do, 

or going wherever He calls us to go!     

4. We too are to be guided by the revelation of God:  

All Scripture is God-breathed, and is useful for  
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in right-
eousness. . .                 II Timothy 3:16-17 

Continued on the next page. 

 



Back to Galatians 
Tuesday, September 15: 

Read II Timothy 4 (Continued) 

5. We too are meant to have Christ-centered, grace-
oriented life:  

I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I 
who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave Himself for me.     
                Galatians 2:20  

6. And we are meant 

to live and finish 

well. (Notice how I 

applied Paul’s words 

to us as well!)  

I have fought the 
good fight, I have 
finished the race, I 
have kept the faith.  
Finally there is laid 
up for me the 
crown of righteous-
ness, which the 
Lord, the righteous 
judge , will give to 
me on that Day,  
and not to me only but also to all who have loved His  
appearing.                II Timothy 4:7-8   

Have you caught on to what I have been trying to show 

you: Paul’s life was much different than ours in terms of  

circumstances, but not in terms of standing in Christ and 

calling!  We will spend one more day on this topic.  

 

 



Back to Galatians 
Wednesday, September 16:   

Read II Corinthians 5 
 
I suspect that you have caught on to my method!  We too 

often feel justified in leaving the work of the ministry to 

those who seem to be especially gifted and/or motivated.  

But I trust you have seen over the last few days the amaz-

ing truth that whatever Paul had from the Lord, in terms of 

spiritual provision, is very much what we have. 

Paul’s circumstances and gifting are certainly different, but 

we too, as believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, have been set 

apart before the foundation of the world to be holy and 

blameless in His sight.  We too are positionally seated with 

Christ in the heavenlies.  We too have been given a spiritual 

gift and we too have available the enabling power of the 

Holy Spirit to accomplish all that God has called us to do.   

Here is the most important connection that we have with 

Paul when it comes to ministry: We too are called to be full 

time ambassadors for Jesus Christ!   

All this is from God who reconciled us to Himself 
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconcilia-
tion. . .And He has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation.  We are therefore Christ’s ambassa-
dors, as though God were making His appeal through 
us.  We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled 
to God.           II Corinthians 5:18-20   

There are many ways, many settings, and many different 

areas of gifting in which we can act as ambassadors for  

Jesus Christ.  I think the Biblical picture is pretty clear that 

God will enable us, if we will, like Paul, be obedient to God’s 

calling.   

 

 



 

 

Back to Galatians 
Thursday, September 17:  

Read Galatians 2 

Today’s reading gives us an overview of the second chapter 

of Galatians.  In the days ahead I want to extract four les-

sons from the text.  The first is that The Gospel Needs to 
Continue! (Galatians 2:1-5)  We can see this is clearly on 

Paul’s mind in Verse 5:   

We did not give in to them for a moment, so that the 
truth of the Gospel might remain with you.   

It would seem there must be a backstory to this verse, and 

there is!  Paul went up to Jerusalem for the first time in Ga-

latians 1:18, and now 14 years later, as a seasoned apostle, 

he returns.  This is likely a reference to the Jerusalem Coun-

cil of Acts 15.  This council occurred because:  

Some men came down from Judea to Antioch and 
were teaching the brothers: “Unless you are  
circumcised, according to the custom taught by  
Moses, you cannot be saved.”         Acts 15:1 

In short, these men were 

teaching salvation by 

works.  Paul and Barnabas 

went to Jerusalem to get 
to the bottom of this, and 

a Church Council was held 

which affirmed that a per-

son is saved by faith alone 

in Christ alone.  So Paul is, 

in essence, saying that we 

didn’t give in to those false 

teachers who were pro-

moting a works-based sal-

vation! So that the truth of 



 Back to Galatians 
Thursday, September 17:  

Read Galatians 2 (Continued) 

the Gospel would be preserved so:  

. . .that whosoever believes in Him (Jesus Christ) shall 
not perish but have eternal life.       John 3:16 

Now Paul is writing so that the Gospel would continue to be 

the hope of the churches in Galatia.  Let’s ask and answer: 

How does the Gospel continue?   

1. It continues outwardly when you proclaim a Biblically-

pure and accurate message on how a lost person can be 

saved.   

2. The Gospel continues inwardly when we live the  

Christian life on the same basis by which we were 

saved—by faith:   

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, 
continue to live in Him, rooted and built up in Him, 
strengthened in the faith as you were taught. . .  
              Colossians 2:6 

3. And, most importantly for our local fellowship of  

believers, the vitality of this and every local church is 

totally dependent upon the Gospel continuing with us.  
It continues with us as we boldly proclaim faith in Christ 

as the means of salvation from a destiny in hell to one 

in heaven and in our ongoing walk of faith in the Son of 

God as the means of spiritual growth.  

When the Church of Ephesus left their First Love, the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and when the Church in Laodicea became 

lukewarm, both were in large part because they didn’t con-

tinue in the grace Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Perish the 

thought that we as a church fellowship would ever turn 

aside!  



Back to Galatians 
Friday, September 18: Read  Luke 1:1-17 

Now I suspect many are thinking, “I don’t really need to be 

reminded not to make the Mosaic Law or circumcision the 

means of salvation.”  Perhaps not, but never underestimate 

how often you and I are tempted to make law-keeping a 

short cut to Biblical spirituality.  Furthermore, this remains a 

very big problem for the lost.  Let me give you a powerful 

illustration from the past.  Dr. Harry Ironside was engaged 

in some street preaching, and following his message which 

had gathered quite a crowd, a man came up to him and 

said:  

I detest this idea that through the death and righteous-
ness of Another I should be saved.  I do not want to be 
indebted to anybody for my salvation.  I am not coming 
to God as a mendicant, but I believe that if a man lives 
up to the Sermon on the Mount and keeps the Ten Com-
mandments, God does not require any more of him.  

Do you see what law-keeping does?  It could be the Ten 

Commandments, or any other system of good works.  Law-

keeping deludes a person into thinking they have brought 

something of value to God, something God should accept 

as adequate to merit salvation in return.    

The essence of the Gospel is the exact opposite: we have 

absolutely nothing of worth to bring!  The good news is 

that Jesus has accomplished everything necessary to pro-

vide eternal salvation for those who will accept His freely-

given gift simply by receiving it by faith!  We actually are 

mendicants (beggars) when it comes to our lostness, and 

until we get that through our heads, we are far from salva-

tion.  It is only when we have given up on what we can do, 

and turn instead to what Christ has done that we are in a 

position to believe and thereby receive what God so desires 

to give—eternal life!   



Back to Galatians 
Monday, September 21:  
Read Galatians 2:6-10 

Here is the second truth we want to extract from our read-

ing of Galatians Chapter 2:The Gospel is not limited by cul-
ture, geography, or time!   We see this in our text, we see 

this in the Scriptures, and we see this in our own experi-

ence of the Church!  In our text note it in Verse 8:  

For God, who was at work in the ministry of Peter as 
an apostle to the Jews, was also at work in my minis-
try as an apostle to the Gentiles.   

The Book of Acts begins with the start of the Church in  

Jerusalem and then, before you know it, you have names 

like Antioch, Ethiopia, Derbe, Lystra, Philippi, and Rome.  

We see it in the Scriptures and it is clearly evident in this 

precious text from Revelation:   

. .and there before me was a great multitude that no 
one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and 
language, standing before the throne and in front of 
the Lamb. . .they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation 
belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to 
the Lamb.”                Revelation 7:9-10 

It is clear that our God is:  

. . .not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to 
come to repentance.                 II Peter 3:9 

Continued on the next page.  



Back to Galatians 
Monday, September 21:  

Read Galatians 2:6-10 (Continued) 

We are going to see people come whenever and from wher-

ever they will to put their faith in Christ.    

Then consider just our little corner of the world of missions!  

The Church was challenged to go to Jerusalem, Samaria, Ju-

dea, and beyond.  We support missions and missionary enter-

prises in Tucson, Arizona, Mexico, Africa, and India.  This mis-

sion outreach is not an American message, not a western Eu-

ropean message, it is a whosoever will let them come and 
drink freely from the water of life message! (Revelation 22:17) 

For in every culture and across all geography:  

. . .there is one God and one mediator between God 
and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a 
ransom for all men. . .                I Timothy 2:5-6 



Back to Galatians 
Tuesday, September 22:  
Read Galatians 2:11-14 

Our third truth from Galatians 2 is underscored by today’s 

reading: Error can come from many sources—some of 
them unexpected!  Who in today’s text is the source of  

error?  Why, it’s Peter!  What follows is a public correction 

for a public problem!  Today’s reading is very short, but 

with application:    

1. No wonder we were taught in the first chapter to guard 

the Gospel closely—if you have to watch out for an 

apostle, you really must be on the alert!  Now in the 

context, our text is not dealing with error regarding the 

Gospel, but instead error on how one is to live the 

Christian Life.     

2. The world will constantly try to influence our under-

standing of spirituality.  For Peter, it was the influence 

of the Judaizers.  For us, it is the political correctness 

police.  For the world seeks to tone down the message 

that we are sinners in need of a Savior.  Instead the 

world encourages us to embrace the sins of the day 

that we might all get along!  Make no mistake, the 

world will pressure us any way that it can.  And the 

Church will all too often take the bait.  One well known 

evangelical of our day recently said:  

Today we preach, teach, write and communicate as if 
nothing has changed.  As if “The Bible says it,” still 
settles it.  

In fact, the Word of God does settle it.  This man who has 

entered the ranks of the false teachers, has succumbed to 

the pressure of the world and has elected to distance 

himself from Biblical teachings which the world finds 

Continued on the next page. 



Back to Galatians 
Tuesday, September 22:  

Read Galatians 2:11-14 (Continued) 

objectionable—which is actually more and more of his 

message on an almost daily basis.     

3. As I have pointed out many times, failure in the  

Christian Life is a very poor test for salvation.  If it were 

a test, Peter would be in trouble.  The real issue is this: 

Peter failed because he was in the thick of it, ministering 

to people as we should be.  And, if we are ministering, 

we are going to have failures too.   

But Peter handled his error very well as we shall see  

tomorrow.  

 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 

Back to Galatians 
Wednesday, September 23:  

Read  II Corinthians 2 

We’ll continue right where we left off yesterday.   

4. This passage teaches us something very important 

about how to take correction.  In our day, I can  

easily imagine two theologians becoming enemies and 

feuding for the rest of their days because one dared to 

correct the other.  And you can imagine it must have 

been a challenge for Peter, one who had been part of 

Jesus’ inner circle, to take correction from Paul.  Well, 

how did it work out.  As far as the text reveals, the 

Church in Antioch moved on without a hitch.  Even 

more importantly, look at how Peter refers to Paul near 

the end of his life:   

. . .be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without 
spot and blameless; and consider that the long-
suffering of our Lord is salvation—as our beloved 
brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, 
has written to you, as also in all his epistles, speak-
ing in them of these things, in which are some 
things hard to understand, which untaught and un-
stable people twist to their own destruction, as they 
do also the rest of the Scriptures.      II Peter 3:14-16   

Did you catch how Peter refers to Paul as a beloved 
brother?  Furthermore, it is clear that Peter understands 

the writings of Paul to be Scripture.  This is the way to 

take legitimate correction: confess your sin to the Lord 

and stay in fellowship with the brother or sister who did 

you the service of pointing out your error. 
Continued on the next page.   

 



Back to Galatians 
Wednesday, September 23:  

 Read II Corinthians 4 (Continued) 
5. The Bible doesn’t sugar coat the shortcomings of man.   

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the 
excellence of the power may be of God and not of us.  
                  II Corinthians 4:7   

Like Peter, we too sometimes show our feet of clay.  But isn’t 

it amazing how God uses imperfect vessels to accomplish His 

perfect will?  Responding to His correction through others is 

all part of putting on display the excellence of His power!  

 



Back to Galatians 
Thursday, September 24:  
Read Galatians 2:15-16 

Through the use of repetition, these verses make it quite 

clear that no one will ever be justified by the Mosaic Law, 

or any other kind of law.  On the contrary, the only way a 

lost person can be justified, and by justified I mean to be 

declared righteous before a holy God, is through faith in 

Christ.  Let me walk you through it:   

1. The Scriptures are quite specific about how a person 

can be seen as righteous before God:   

But now the righteousness of God. . . is revealed. . . 
even the righteousness of God through faith in  
Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe.   
               Romans 3:21-22   

We can stand before a holy God because we have  

received His righteousness!  Nothing else will do!   

2. Now there are many who will say regarding faith in 

Christ, “No thanks, I’ll go with religion.”  You see,  

religious works of any kind are the Law of our day.  

Scripture has our answer to that position:   

. . .for by the works of the law no flesh shall be  
justified.                   Romans 3:20 

Or, stated another way, your works are not going to 

pass muster before a holy God, only the righteousness 

of His Son will do!   

3. God isn’t asking us to work for our salvation, He is ask-

ing us to trust Him for our salvation.  In this way there 

is no boasting on our part and He gets all the glory.   

Continued on the next page. 

 



 Back to Galatians 
Thursday, September 24:   

Read Galatians 2:15-16 (Continued) 

4. That is not to say that there are no works associated 

with our lives after we are saved, there most certainly 

are.  These works will become a subject in Galatians 

shortly.  In the meantime, we need to guard the pure 

Gospel message of salvation by faith in the person and 

work of Christ.  For it is the only message that can save 

lost mankind, and it is applicable across all boundaries 

of time, geography, and culture.   

Now that we understand the importance of a pure Gospel 

message, we will have to be on the alert for error, while 

holding fast to a justification that is solely by faith in the 

finished work of Jesus Christ.   



Returning to Exodus 
Friday, September 25: Read Exodus 2 

As we move into the text of Chapters 2-3 of Exodus, I 

want to make a point that bears repeating often.  The 

point is that the narrative involving the struggles of Moses 

and the Israelites is a tremendous microcosm of our own 

story (and the story of mankind in general).  Let me show 

you what I mean. Exodus 2:23 is a turning point of sorts:   

The Israelites groaned in their slavery and cried 
out, and their cry for help because of their slavery 
went up to God. 

Basically, the Israelites cracked. They know they are truly 

enslaved and have reached the limit of what they can 

stand.  Furthermore, they know they cannot help them-

selves!  Only someone more powerful than their oppressor 

can save (redeem) them from their circumstances.   

What do the Israelites do when all else fails and there ap-

pears to be no way out?  The same thing we do—they 

pray!  True they make a general cry for help to a God 

they only vaguely know about, but they have reached the 

point where they are calling out to something bigger than 

themselves.   

You might be thinking, “Are you sure they actually called 

out to God?”  Take a look at Deuteronomy 26:7-8:  

Then we cried out to the Lord, the God of our  
fathers, and the Lord heard our voice and saw our 
misery. . .so the Lord brought us out of Egypt. 

How often does God need to bring us to the same  

breaking point before we will call out to Him for help?  How 

much better it is to take everything to Him, for He knows in 

advance our circumstances (omniscience), has everything 

under control (sovereignty), and He loves us! 



Returning to Exodus 
Monday, September 28:  
Read Exodus 2 (again) 

I said there were parallels between the Israelites in Egypt 

and mankind in general.  Have you been starting to think 

about them?  Let me show you in detail.   

1. The Israelites were thoroughly enslaved—in a physical 

sense—in Egypt.  Mankind also is enslaved—in a spiritual 

sense—to the principle of sin (Romans 5:12-f), to a nature 

to sin (Romans 7:18), and to acts of sin (John 8:34). 

2. The Israelites were helpless to help themselves out  

of their predicament.  In the same way, lost mankind is 

without hope (Ephesians 2:12) and destined to die  

separated from God (I Corinthians 15:22a). 

3. Lastly, the Israelites were in need of a powerful  

rescuer.  So too is mankind in need of a rescuer who 

can transfer them from the dominion of Satan into the 

Kingdom of God. (Colossians 1:13) 

At first glance, these parallels all seem to be about bad 
news, don’t they?  Although true, isn’t it really the bad 
news of mankind’s lostness that makes the good news of 

the Gospel beautiful? (Romans 10:15)   

What this tells me is that, not only do we need to have  

facility with the Gospel, but we also have to be able to  

articulate the bad news of how desperately the human race 

needs to be rescued.   

This is not always easy.  It calls for gentleness and discern-

ment on the part of the one sharing the Gospel.  But it also 

requires a commitment to tell the truth to the many basi-

cally good people who, without a change of heart 

(repentance) toward the person and work of Jesus Christ, 

will spend eternity separated from their loving Creator. 



Returning to Exodus 
Tuesday, September 29:   

Read Exodus 2:24-25 and John 3 

We observed two days ago that the Israelites had finally 

reached the end of their rope and called out to God —a 

God they only faintly knew but God nonetheless.  Now 

when this happens, what does God do?  Look at Exodus 

2:24-25.   

God heard their groaning and he remembered  
His covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and with  
Jacob.  So God looked on the Israelites and was  
concerned about them.” 

I am in complete awe of the nature of our God as  

revealed here because:   

1. He cares about us and acts on our behalf even with such 

limited awareness on our part of who He is.   

2. He is the Transcendent, Sovereign,  

Omnipotent, majestic Creator, and Ruler 

of all things.  Yet He is concerned about 

my circumstances, and acts to rescue 

me! (Exodus 3:7-8) 

Notice I applied this to you and me—but 

does it really apply outside of the Israel-

ites?  Consider:   

For God so loved the world that he 
gave His only begotten Son that who-
soever believeth in Him should not per-
ish, but have everlasting life.   John 3:16  

(See also: Romans 5:8-10, Ephesians 2:4-5, Hebrews 13:5) 

For God has always made it a habit to be concerned about 

what He has created.  In the case of mankind, He has done 

everything necessary through His Son to reach down and 

rescue us from our predicament. 



Returning to Exodus 
Thursday, February 25:  

Read Exodus 2:11-15 and Acts 7 

Can we recognize the Providence of God anywhere in the 

life of Moses?  Of course!  He is being preserved in the 

midst of a time when all Hebrew babies were to be 

killed—and by the daughter of the man who passed the 

death sentence no less!  

Now, focusing upon Exodus 2:11-15, can we recognize 

the zeal of Moses?  Again, it is easy to identify.  He steps 

forward in great zeal and strikes down an Egyptian slave 

master.  To find out what he was really thinking when he 

did this, Acts 7:23-25 is very helpful.   

When Moses was forty years old, he decided to visit 
his fellow Israelites.  He saw one of them being 
mistreated by an Egyptian, so he went to his  
defense and avenged him by killing the Egyptian.   
Moses thought that his own people would realize 
that God was using him to rescue them, but they 
did not. 

Did you catch it?  Moses saw himself as the rescuer of his 

people, and so he stepped forward to begin Operation 
Rescue!  Now think through this very carefully, do you see 

the call of God or the provision of God coupled with the 

zeal of Moses?  I don’t!  Nowhere in the text does God tell 

Moses to strike down an Egyptian slave driver.  God does 

not tell Moses to start the ball rolling. 

As a point of application, when we act without the call of 

God or the provision of God, how well do things work out?  

Given that the first exodus of the book is really Moses’ 

flight from Egypt to Midian, his action did not work out 

very well! 
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