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Daily Devotional 

August 2016 



Foreword 
I hope you noted the cover Scripture. We usually apply 
this to one person saying just the right thing to another. As 
you continue to pursue your daily reading of the Word of 
God, I trust that the daily meditations provided in this 
booklet will be a word fitly 
spoken and within the con-
text of your spiritual life will 
be like a jewel placed into 
just the right setting.  
 
In this booklet, we first 
complete our study of Phi-
lippians, Chapter 1.  Then 
we take a break from Phi-
lippians to complete our 
study of the Book of Exo-
dus before we return to 
Philippians next month to 
begin our study of the rich 
content contained in  
Chapter 2.   
 
Remember that, because there is so much content in the 
verses in both Philippians and Exodus, I have given you 
readings in other parts of the Bible when we have more 
than day’s study on a passage.  These additional readings 
may or may not relate to the lesson, but, in every case, 
they help us continue in the practice of daily reading of 
God’s Word. 
 
In His grace, 

 

Kevin Redig 

 



Return to Philippians 
Monday, August 1: Read I Thessalonians 4 

(Philippians 1:19)  
Philippians 1:19 introduces us to both a result and a means:  

. . .for I know that through your prayers and the help 
given by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, what has happened to 

me will turn out for my deliverance. 
The result is deliverance.  The means is the prayers of the 
saints and the ministry of the Holy Spirit.  What rich mate-
rial for application.  Can we anticipate facing our own chal-
lenges and difficult circumstances?  If you have lived for 
any length of time as a believer, you know the answer is, 
“Of course!”  Then, what is our first line of defense sug-
gested by this passage?  It is both prayer and resting in 
the power of the Holy Spirit.  As far as prayer is con-
cerned, let us not forget the truth of James 5:16:  

The fervent prayer of a righteous man 
accomplishes much. 

We don’t want to be like the fledgling church of Acts 12:5-
15.  Although earnestly in prayer for Peter after he was 
imprisoned, they were so surprised when God answered 
their prayer that they initially left him “on the doorstep” in 
unbelief.  The lesson learned is that we can expect God to 
answer prayer.  God may not always give us the answer 
we desire, but He always hears and answers in keeping 
with His plans and purposes.   

As for the ability of the Holy Spirit, in I Kings 19, God 
teaches Elijah the lesson that He is not in those things 
which give the appearance of power (wind, earthquake, 
and fire); rather, He is manifest in the “still small voice.”  
This idea is further reinforced by Zechariah 4:6:  

“Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit,” 
says the Lord Almighty. 

What a wonderful comfort this is to know in the midst of 
the difficult circumstances that come our way! 



Return to Philippians 
Tuesday, August 2: Read I Thessalonians 5 

(Philippians 1:20‐21) 

We have talked about the means of prayer and the work 
of the Spirit, now what is the result?  Deliverance!   In our 
minds, this often means getting out of a jam.  However, in 
Paul’s mind, this means faithful service in the midst of op-
position.  Look at Philippians 1:20, Paul wants the courage 
to exalt Christ in all that he does.  Notice in Verse 21, de-
liverance is not related to whether he lives or dies, but the 
ongoing glorification of God!   

At this point, we need to be very clear about what it is that 
comes from prayer and resting in the Spirit.  It is a confi-
dent expectation in the provision of God which, in turn, will 
lead to faithful ministry.  (The meaning of the Greek word 
“hope” in Verse 20 is confident expectation.)  

If you would like an example of this, look at II Corinthians 
3:2-f.  This is what we should 
want with our lives, that those 
we have ministered to become 
witnesses to others, while at 
every step of the way we stay 
focused on the Lord trusting 
Him to work through us.  This 
is how we magnify the Lord.  
Let me connect this with a very 
important theological idea, that 
of perseverance.  The idea is 
that prayer coupled with faith, leading to a confident ex-
pectation that God is at work, results in faithful ministry 
perpetuated through time.  This is the true concept of the 
perseverance of the saints.  

Let’s break this down further:   

1. “To run with perseverance” (Hebrews 11:1) is to stead-
fastly walk by faith in the face of difficult circumstances. 



Return to Philippians 
Tuesday, August 2: Read I Thessalonians 5 

(Philippians 1:20‐21) continued 

2. Real perseverance cannot be developed apart from 
testing (James 1:3).  

3. God is working to develop perseverance on the part of 
the saints as part of our character development 
(Romans 5:3-5).   

4. This concept has been abused by a number of theo-
logical systems which use it as a test of conversion.  In 
other words, if a person does not persevere in the 
faith, then they weren’t really saved initially. This is a 
subtle form of works-salvation, in that works are used 
as a means to prove, or keep, salvation.  It also is a 
means of transferring credit for living the Christian life 
from God to ourselves, that is I can claim that I have 
persevered.  See if that fits with Galatians 2:20.    

5. All it takes is one example of a believer who did not 
persevere to disprove this false theology.  Consider 
David in the Old Testament and Mark in the New Testa-
ment.  Both turned from an upright walk at one point, 
and yet were clearly used and approved by God.  
(Arguments about how long or to what extent they didn’t 
persevere, and then later returned to persevere, are just 
an effort to adjust an otherwise unbiblical concept.)   

6. Now there certainly is something at stake with respect 
to our faithful perseverance, it is just not our salvation.  
Paul makes it perfectly clear what it is in I Corinthians 
9:24-27 and II Timothy 4:6-8. He encourages both him-
self, and us, to persevere in the Christian life for, after 
having done so, there is an expectation of rewards in 
eternity. Let me remind you again of the wonder of this.  
God has provided the means to live the Christian life, 
and then, amazingly enough, will reward us for faith-
fully appropriating what He has provided.  That’s why 
we call it grace.  



Return to Philippians 
Wednesday, August 3: Read II Thessalonians 1 

(Philippians 1:21)  

Our text for the next few devotionals is one of those pas-
sages that just grabs your attention, Philippians 1:21:   

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.   

Let’s improve our understanding by looking at the Greek. 

 For.  This first word in the verse is an explanatory con-
junction, which means Paul feels the need to explain 
something to us, specifically, his mindset regarding his 
future 

 To me.  The word translated “to me” shows us that this 
verse is intensely personal as Paul gives us a glimpse 
into his soul.  

 Verbs.  There are actually no verbs in this verse.  The 
verbs must be supplied.  Literally the verse says: “For 
to me to live—Christ, to die—gain!”    The infinitive 
translated “to live” is in the present tense, which sug-
gests Paul’s approach to living for Christ is something 
that is habitual.   

 Gain.  Lastly, the word translated “gain,” could equally 
well be translated profit. 

Now let’s see if we can interpret and apply this passage:  

1. This is one of those passages that doesn’t necessarily 
describe every Christian, but does describe those 
whose hearts are fixed on the Lord (Philippians 3:10-
14 and II Corinthians 3:18 are two others).     

2. Just how is it that “to live is Christ?” First, it is an as-
pect of regeneration!  For at the point of faith in Christ, 
we have both:  

 Regeneration of the human spirit (John 3:3-f,  
I Corinthians 2:14-f 



Return to Philippians 
Wednesday, August 3: Read II Thessalonians 1 

(Philippians 1:21) (Continued) 

 Imputation of new life, the Christian life! (Romans 
6:11-f, Galatians 2:20, Colossians 3:3-4)    

Second, it is a reference to abiding in Christ per John 
15:4-9.   Time spent abiding in Christ allows us to 
know Him, which is to begin to experience eternal life 
now (John 17:3) and to have the abundant life that Je-
sus promised (John 10:10).   

We could compare abiding in Christ to the grafting of a 
branch to a vine.  In order for the engrafted branch to have 
the life of the vine, it must actually have a physical inter-
mingling of woody fibers as well as the flow of life-giving 
sap.  So too, we must physically spend time in the written 
Word that we might know the Living Word.  In short, 
unless we devote time and attention to developing our re-
lationship with our Savior, we are not going to be grafted 
into all that is available in terms of the abundant life that is 
meant to be ours in Christ.  

We’ll continue studying this riveting passage tomorrow. 



Return to Philippians 
Thursday, August 4: Read II Thessalonians 2 

(Philippians 1:21)  

We began to investigate Philippians 1:21 yesterday:   

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain!   

Let’s continue with how it can be that “to die is gain” or 
profit?  Consider the following things that we will gain: 

 We will be loosed from the frailties of this body and the 
presence of the sin nature (Philippians 3:20-21).   
Although it will be nice to have relief from the frailties of 
a body that is slowly wearing out, that is nothing in 
contrast to being rid of the sin nature for all eternity.   

 We will be in the presence of the Lord (II Corinthians 
5:8), hopefully with a crown of righteousness as a re-
ward for faithfulness (II Timothy 4:8).  

 We will experience a homecoming like none other.  
Perhaps you can remember a special homecoming 
from the past, maybe coming home from college or 
coming home from the service.   The thought of com-
ing home is often the thing that keeps us going during 
difficult times.  The ultimate homecoming will be joining 
our Lord Jesus Christ for all eternity in the place He 
has prepared for those who are His own (John 14:2).  

 Application 

Let’s make some application:   

1. To find our life in Christ, and to see death as a step-
ping stone to something far better, is certainly not natu-
ral to the flesh.  Rather, it is a way of thinking that the 
Spirit will develop as we spend time in the Word of 
God.  In other words, finding life in Christ is an aspect 
of Christian maturity.    



Return to Philippians 
Thursday, August 4: Read II Thessalonians 2 

(Philippians 1:21) (Continued) 

2. One helpful step in the process is to regularly meditate 
on our tremendous position “in Christ.”  Just look at the 
strength of the imagery associated with the truth of our 
standing in Christ:  

 The believer is a member of Christ’s body (I Corin-
thians 12:13). 

 The believer is to Christ as a branch in a vine.  
(John 15:4-9). 

 The believer is to Christ as a stone in a building of 
which Christ is the Chief Cornerstone (Ephesians 
2:19-22). 

 The believer is to Christ as a sheep in His flock 
(John 10:27-29). 

 The believer is part of the company that forms the 
Bride of Christ (Ephesians 5:25-27).   

In all of these passages, Paul is trying to help us come 
to grips with a great truth that highlights the relational 
nature of Christianity:  

 

 

 

 

Christ is in the Father, the believer is in Christ, Christ is in 
the believer!  Hallelujah, what a salvation we have! 

 



Return to Philippians 
Friday, August 5: Read II Thessalonians 3 

(Philippians 1:22‐23)  

Take a look at Philippians 1:22-24.   

If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean  
fruitful labor for me.  Yet what shall I choose?   

I do not know!  I am torn between the two:   
I desire to depart and be with Christ,  

which is better by far; but it is more necessary  
for you that I remain in the body.   

Circumstances have forced Paul to consider two options, 
continued service on behalf of the Lord or the very real 
potential of a martyr’s death.  Now what’s fascinating to 
note, and should challenge our own thinking, is the way 
that Paul analyzes and assigns value to each option.  How 
does Paul see his life on this earth?  The answer in the 
passage is very clear, continued life means fruitful service!  
Look at how he uses the example of Jesus to document 
this very thing in Philippians 2:4-f.   

Of course, Paul is not unaware of the obstacles and pres-
sures associated with service.  He has experienced so 
many of them, including his current status of house arrest.  
Notice how Paul views his service and investment of time 
as being a blessing to others.  In fact,, he surmises God 
will leave him to fill a need among the fledgling churches 
he helped to plant. As a similar encouragement to service, 
a godly mentor once told me:  we come into contact every 
day with two things which will last forever—the Word of 
God and people.  That makes both of them a good place 
to assign value and focus ministry!   

In closing,  what about the other option?  What about if 
Paul’s ministry leads to martyrdom?  Paul’s thinking is 
straightforward and uncluttered, leaving this life as a Chris-
tian, whether due to a medical condition or persecution, is a 
promotion!  For to be with Christ is “better by far!” 



Return to Philippians 
Monday, August 8: Read I Timothy 1 

(Philippians 1:25‐26)  

During our last lesson we came across something, that 
will come up so often in the studies ahead, that it is pro-
ductive to introduce it now for consideration as a funda-
mental principle of the Christian life:  

The members of God’s household are called to view, 
and live life, in the context of service!   

We will see the ultimate example, and call, to this type of 
life in the second chapter of Philippians.  However for 
now, let’s support this by going elsewhere: 

 So you also, when you have done everything you were 
told to do, should say, “We are unworthy servants; we 

have only done our duty.” Luke 17:10  

The clear teaching of this illustration is something we often 
tend to overlook.  You see, God so thoroughly meets our 
own needs, that we sometimes tend to think that is what 
the Christian Way of Life is all about—meeting our needs.  
This causes us to lose sight of the fact that as servants of 
the Creator of the Universe, we are naturally called to do 
just that—to serve!   

 
                                                      Continued on the next page. 



Return to Philippians 
Monday, August 8: Read I Timothy 1 

(Philippians 1:25‐26) (Continued) 

God meets our needs so that we can be about and com-
plete the plan that He has for our lives.  That plan can be 
summarized by the term service.  I also like the term min-
istry.  Let’s approach this from another angle. What better 
legacy to pass on within our extended families than that of 
service.  Few things go further towards productive mar-
riages and family relationships than a heart that has 
learned to serve others.   

Furthermore, service is how we truly glorify God.  You 
see, in responding to His sovereignty by undertaking our 
role as servants, we truly do honor and exalt Him.  This is 
what it means to glorify God.   

If we expand our view into Philippians 1:25-26, we can 
discover a few more concepts. First, Paul thinks of his ser-
vice as both necessary for others and a blessing to those 
to whom he ministers.  This gives us one component of 
God’s purpose for our lives.  We are left here on this earth 
to minister to, or serve, others and be a blessing to them.  
We may not always feel that way.  Being a spiritual bless-
ing may require us to be used in the role of convicting  
others, but it is ours to trust while God is at work.  

Second, there is an amazing truth that goes with the con-
cept of service.  Although we naturally fill the role of ser-
vants for an Almighty God, what makes it different than 
serving any other powerful figure is that God looks out for 
His servants.  Even, in addition to providing enablement,  
God provides rewards for faithful service.  He first calls, 
then provides ministry, enables us to accomplish that min-
istry, and then blesses us for accomplishing that which He 
has enabled!    

No wonder we are always talking about the grace of God!  



Return to Philippians 
Tuesday, August 9: Read I Timothy 2 

(Philippians 1:27)  

Verse 27 carries the weight of an important conclusion for 
all that we have been discussing in Philippians 1.  

Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner  
worthy of the Gospel of Christ.    

“Whatever happens” could have been translated, One thing 
takes precedence. . ..  It is present tense, imperative mood, 
making it a command regarding something we are to con-
tinually do.  The passage speaks of one’s conduct and is 
descriptive of the duties that went along with being a citizen 
of Rome.  By its usage, Paul wants the Christians of this 
Roman colony to understand how much higher their calling 
is as citizens of heaven.  Lastly, Paul uses a term that 
comes from the marketplace, that is a weight of grain bal-
anced against an equivalent value of money. Paul wants us 
to order our lives in such a way that we balance, or meas-
ure up, to the priceless message of the Gospel.  The ex-
panded translation of Verse 27 looks like this:   

One thing takes precedence—discharge your duties as 
citizens (of heaven) in such a way that their “weight” 

measures up to the Gospel of Christ.   
This passage places a template on top of our own plans for 
our lives.  Specifically, we are to order our lives in keeping 
with our role as citizens of our heavenly Father’s kingdom.  
As Verse 27 continues, we are to stand “firm in one spirit,” a 
picture of believers ministering the Gospel in one accord.  
To “contend as one man” refers to the gladiatorial arena. In 
other words, we are to live our lives caught up in a life and 
death struggle, not for physical life, but for the souls of men.  
Ours is such a high calling, and yet who can really measure 
up to the Gospel of Christ?  I can only mimic Paul’s words:  

Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything for 
ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God!  II Corinthians 3:5 



Return to Philippians 
Wednesday, August 10: Read I Timothy 3 

(Philippians 1:27)  

We are in the midst of developing a key theme, that is, we 
are to live prioritized lives.  One thing must take prece-
dence and that is that we live out lives that are in keeping 
with, or worthy of, the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  What this 
means is that, in spite of the circumstances we might be 
facing, we are to keep in mind the broader calling to “go 
and make disciples!”   

Perhaps you are thinking, “So why is this difficult?”  Let 
me provide a couple of examples.  First, consider the easy 
cases of the parking lot and the playing field?  What do I 
mean?  Think for a minute about your church-life and your 
deportment in the grocery store parking lot or the setting 
of your favorite recreation.  
Do you have one way of act-
ing in church and a com-
pletely different persona for 
all those &*%$# people in 
the parking lot.  Do you have 
yet another way of interact-
ing with the guys (or gals) 
with whom you recreate?  My 
brothers and sisters, this verse is telling us this should not 
be the case.  For one thing must take precedence, we 
must order our lives.  These places are an opportunity for 
us to minister to others and share the gospel. That must 
come before the pursuit of daily routine or recreation.   

How about on the job?  Everyone knows you have to look 
out for number one on the job and it is a dog-eat-dog 
world out there.  Again, this should not be so.  I am not 
making excuses for sloppy performance on the job.  

 



Return to Philippians 
Wednesday, August 10: Read I Timothy 3 

(Philippians 1:27) (Continued) 

Rather, I am saying that even on the job site there is a big-
ger picture in view.  In that context, being the best em-
ployee (or boss) is really part of our testimony.   

Finally, consider the doctor’s office or the hospital?  This is 
really the toughest case.  When we are sick, or dealing 
with the struggles of a health crisis, it is very easy to be-
come completely wrapped up in self.  Nonetheless, one 
thing must take precedence, your witness to that doctor, 
hospital staff, or even another patient should be the “salt 
and light” that can be used for good by the Lord. 

Let me close by trying to keep things in balance.  I am not 
trying to set you, or myself, up for a guilt trip as we try to 
force out a good witness.  So keep the following in mind:  

 Grace.  Whatever God desires, He always provides the 
grace to achieve.  His grace always includes the power 
of the Word and enablement of the Spirit.   

 Trust.  As we come to a point of failure in the struggle, 
remember “to live is Christ. . ..”  We are accepted in the 
beloved and can always move on.  Confess a lack of 
faith, if appropriate, and then move forward.   

 Perspective.  Remember the text is using the analogy 
of wrestling in the arena.  A wrestler may be declared 
the winner by virtue of a 6-4 victory.  The Christian Way 
of Life (CWL) does not imply that we will never struggle 
or fail; but rather, the CWL proves God ability to change 
us and live victoriously through us in spite of ourselves.   

What is inexcusable regarding the Christian Way of Life is 
not failure.  Instead, what is inexcusable is to remove our-
selves from the arena! 

 



Return to Philippians 
Thursday, August 11: Read I Timothy 4 

(Philippians 1:28‐30)  

After the weighty content we have covered in the last few 
verses, Philippians 1:28 opens a new line of thought.  
Specifically, it raises the issue of our response to opposi-
tion, as well as the suffering that typically comes along 
with it.  Consider our text:  

. . .without being frightened in any way by those who 
oppose you.  This is a sign to them that they will be  

destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that by God.  
For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not 

only to believe on Him, but also to suffer for Him, since 
you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, 

and now hear that I still  have. 

The passage starts with the phrase, “without being fright-
ened in any way.”  Paul is using a word related to the 
stampeding of horses or cattle.  In other words, Paul does 
not want opposition to catch us unawares and cause us to 
run off in fear like a herd of cattle or horses spooked by a 
thunderclap.   

The passage goes on to say that something has been  
“granted to” each believer.  The word translated granted to 
means to be given in grace.  We typically connect grace 
with something good—like our salvation.  We do not often 
associate the concept of grace with the truth that God 
might be calling us to suffer on his behalf!    Furthermore, 
the call to suffer is actually presented by Paul as both a 
normal part of what it means to be a Christian as well as a 
means to contend for the Gospel.   

Surely that requires some further explanation.   



Return to Philippians 
Thursday, August 11: Read I Timothy 6 

(Philippians 1:28‐30) (Continued) 

Although this is an extensive topic, consider the following 
by way of introduction:   

 The fallen world in which we live is under the control of 
Satan (Ephesians 6:12, II Corinthians 10:5).  He is both 
an inadequate ruler and one who’s heart remains set on 
rebellion against God.   

 So we live with the consequences of the fall of mankind 
in a world controlled by the original rebel.  Furthermore, 
we are in the midst of a much larger conflict which is 
raging between God on one side and Satan and his de-
monic forces on the other (Genesis 3:15, Revelation 
20:7-10).  Is it any wonder that suffering is part of the lot 
of the human race given the context of the drama?   

But why doesn’t God put some sort of bubble of protection 
around each Christian since we are representing Him in 
the Devil’s world?  We will investigate this very question in 
tomorrow’s devotional. 

 



Return to Philippians 
Friday, August 12: Read I Timothy 5 

(Philippians 1:28‐30)  

We came to the point in our last lesson of asking the 
questions, “Why do believer’s suffer?  Why don’t they 
have some kind of bubble of protection around them as 
they operate in Satan-controlled territory?”  Here are a few 
possible answers for your consideration:   

 We live and are actually on a mission for our Lord in a 
fallen world.  So, of course, we are subject to some of 
the consequences of sin.  This is why Christians get 
sick, are the victims of natural disasters, and suffer all 
the other calamities that befall us.   

 Our lives have two aspects in which suffering is both 
predictable and necessary!   It is both predictable and 
necessary because it is part of the transformation proc-
ess!  It is God’s intent that we be transformed into the 
image of his Son (Romans 8:29).  The transformation of 
our character requires the refiner’s fire (I Peter 1:6-f) 
and the power of God made manifest in spite of our 
weakness (II Corinthians 12:9-f).  

 Another way to look at this is from the perspective of be-
ing and doing, as illustrated in the diagram below.   Being, 
for the Christian, is the process of becoming Christ-like.  
Doing is representing Christ to a lost and dying world. 

 

 
Being 

(Transformation) 

1Peter 1:6-f 
II Corinthians 12:9-f         

Doing 

(Ambassador) 

Philippians 1:29 
 John 15:18-19 
I Peter 4:12-f 



Return to Philippians 
Friday, August 12: Read I Timothy 5 

(Philippians 1:28‐30) (Continued) 

As you can see from the passages listed in the text and 
the diagram on the previous page, suffering (trials) is part 
of the means by which our transformation occurs.  These 
trials are associated with accomplishing our mission for 
our Lord.  To protect us from the refiner’s fire is to stunt 
our growth and compromise our mission.   

This is not to say that God 
does not protect us from 
suffering, and that His heart 
does not grieve at times 
right along with our own.  
Rather, this truth is a recog-
nition of the important role 
suffering, or the pressures 
of this life, can play in our 
development.  Fortunately, 
we can trust what comes 
from the loving hand of our 
Father to be both what is in 
our best interests as well as no more then we can bear.  

Frankly, I don’t know how people cope with the trials and 
tribulations of this life apart from knowing that they are un-
der the sovereign control of a loving heavenly Father! 

 

This concludes our investigation of Philippians, Chapter 1. 
We’ll be back in a few weeks to begin the rich content of 
Chapter 2.  In the meantime, we’ll return (and complete) 

our look at the book of Exodus.   



Return to Exodus 
Monday, August 15: Read Luke 24 

I am sure your first thoughts were: “Why are we reading in 
the Gospel of Luke if we are returning to Exodus?”  As we 
return, I thought it might be good to remind you of the co-
herence of Scripture, how it all fits together.  It is good to 
recall that history is not a collection of isolated events but 
the progressive unfolding of God’s great redemptive plan.  
So let’s focus today upon the two travelers on their way to 
Emmaus.  Note these two men are said to have “downcast 
faces” following the crucifixion, for in their own words,  

We had hoped that He (Jesus) was going to be the One 
who was going to redeem Israel.  

Now Verses 20-24 make it clear that these two men have 
adequate information: a messianic claim on the part of  
Jesus, the fact that Jesus was alive again on the third day, 
and so on.  Nonetheless, it is also clear that they just had 
not been able to put it all together.  Why not?  Verses 25-
27 are equally clear.  The problem was they were slow to 
believe the testimony contained within God’s Word!  Now 
look carefully at the approach that Jesus takes, "beginning 
with Moses. . .”, Jesus applies the Scriptures to himself.   

“For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for he 
wrote about Me. . .”  John 5:46   

Every believer should have a framework of understanding 
with respect to God’s redemption based upon the Scrip-
tures and beginning with the writings of Moses!  

 “. . . I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and 
mighty acts of judgment. . .” (Exodus 6:6-8)   

Do the First Advent and the Cross of Christ fit this defini-
tion?  They most certainly do!  God reached right into hu-
man history through the incarnation of His Son, and then 
judged Him in our place that the price of redemption would 
be “paid in full!” 

 



Return to Exodus 
Tuesday, August 16: Read Exodus 12 

Let me start today by reminding you of a theme we devel-
oped some months ago; namely, that the book of Exodus 
provides a fantastic framework from which to understand 
God’s plan of redemption.  I think you will continue to be 
amazed at how applicable something written so long ago 
continues to be in the day in which we live. 

Let’s begin today at Exodus 10:28.   

Pharaoh said to Moses, “Get out of my sight!   
Make sure you do not appear before me again!   

The day you see my face you will die.”   

The above decree was issued after the occurrence of the 
first nine plagues.  Let’s refresh our memory on the pur-
pose of the plagues?  They were intended to make it clear 
that Israel’s Redeemer was more powerful than the op-
pressor (and the gods of the oppressor)!  How well did 
that work?  Judging from Pharaoh’s response, it appar-
ently was working fairly well and Pharaoh didn’t like it so 
he decided to threaten Moses.   

Now you may be aware that their exists a theological posi-
tion that mirrors that of the skeptic.  It goes something like 
this: Those plagues were all just natural occurrences. 
They followed a typical seasonal pattern or were the result 
of a previous plague with some kind of anthrax-like out-
break figuring prominently.  

My response, “Really, is that the best you can come up 
with?”  Why would Pharaoh threaten Moses if the plagues 
appeared to be natural in origin?  On the contrary, both 
the specificity and the selectivity of the plagues convinced 
Pharaoh that the source was the God of Moses.  Phar-
aoh’s answer was to try and intimidate Moses.  Do you 
think this is going to work?    



Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, August 17: Read Exodus 25 

(Exodus 11:1) 

So were the plagues just natural phenomena, some sort of 
extreme, but otherwise predictable, seasonal occur-
rences?  Two theologians nicely handle this common at-
tack on both the truthfulness of Scripture and God’s capa-
bility.  Read and think through their arguments carefully, 
as they come at this issue from two different perspectives. 

  The Biblical account describes the plagues as the result 
of commands given by Moses and Aaron and as com-
mencing instantaneously by a gesture rather than coming 
gradually with the seasons. The Egyptian magicians saw 

the third irreproducible plague as the ‘finger of God’ (Exodus 
8:19). . .  if native Egyptian magicians could tell that the 

plagues were not natural phenomena, why should moderns, 
a millennium and a half later, try to overrule the opinion of 

observers on site at the time?  (Bush) 

 
 



Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, August 17: Read Exodus 25 

(Exodus 11:1) (Continued) 

The first nine plagues were special, divinely produced 
manifestations of God’s sovereignty over Egypt—its 

king, its people, its environment, and its gods—  
accomplished by imitations on a huge and destructive 

scale of phenomena thought by the Egyptians to be the  
province of their gods. God turned things believed to be 

the specialty of “the gods of Egypt” against the  
Egyptians, and showed Himself in control of all events 

and powers they would have attributed  
to the objects of their faith.   

The tenth plague, on the other hand, was in no way a 
magnified imitation of a natural phenomenon,  

but stood apart from the first nine as a decisive  
imposition of the death penalty on the nation that tried 
to enslave and mortally oppress God’s special people, 

His ‘firstborn son.’”   (DK Stuart) 

To reject the clear manifestation of the supernatural and, 
instead, do everything possible to find a natural explana-
tion is to persist in unbelief.   

In our day, we have become very proficient in persisting in 
unbelief.  For example, the theory of evolution, and Big 
Bang cosmology are two modern day theories attempting 
to reject God’s power of creation.  These are not sophisti-
cated ideas that come from having greater technology at 
our disposal, but manifestations of the same kind of unbe-
lief that took Pharaoh to the point of losing his first-born 
son!   

Ultimately, the cost of unbelief is very high! 



Return to Exodus 
Thursday, August 18: Read Exodus 26 

(Exodus 10:28‐29) 

As we return to the dialogue of Exodus 10:28-29, can you 
tell that Pharaoh has gotten the message.  Do you see he 
now understands that the God of the Israelites is more 
powerful than the combined gods of the Egyptians?  That 
is clear as it is equally clear that he is not happy about it.   

Pharaoh said to Moses, “Get out of my sight!   
Make sure you do not appear before me again!   

The day you see my face you will die.”   
How does Moses reply?  To begin with, Moses identifies 
the prophetic component of Pharaoh’s pronouncement, 
that is the fact that the time of dialogue between Moses 
and Pharaoh is over.  Is this because Pharaoh is the 
greater power and has won the contest?  On the contrary!  

What did Egypt look like the morning after the Passover 
with the Israelites gone?  Review the previous plagues 
and you will realize that Egypt was in ruins: it’s agricultural 
production negatively impacted for years, its livestock 
decimated, every household in mourning, the wealth of the 
nation plundered, and its cheap labor gone!  How well 
does it turn out to resist--persistently resist—the will of 
God?  Not well at all, in fact, it leads to ruin!    

How often have we seen family members or friends per-
sist in doing things their own way, only to suffer terrible 
consequences?  And now a question pertinent to all be-
lievers: “How often do we persist in turning from some as-
pect of the revealed will of God, thinking we won’t get 
caught, or no one else knows, or that a loving God will let 
us get away with it?”  The more I learn about God, from 
Exodus to Revelation, the more I think it is in my best in-
terests to forsake any kind of rebellion, come to Him to 
confess my sin, and in the Fear of the Lord appropriate 
what God has provided to live in obedience to Him! 



Return to Exodus 
Friday, August 19: Read Exodus 11 

A number of observations for you on Chapter 11.  First, 
you might be wondering, “Doesn’t Chapter 11 contradict, 
or fail to harmonize with, Exodus 10:28-29.  Here is one 
way to address that apparent contradiction.  Exodus 11:1-
3 are a reflection on the part of Moses on information that 
he had previously received.  Verses 4-8 are then the im-
mediate response of Moses to Pharaoh’s decree in 10:28-
29.  You can see that Verse 8 perfectly draws this ex-
change to a close.    

Now what does this have to do with us by way of lessons 
learned?  Let’s consider first the sovereignty of God.  Do 
Verses 4-8, and indeed the entire way the plagues have 
unfolded, strike you as if God is saying, “Let me try a num-
ber of things to shake my people loose.  We’ll hope for the 
best and see how things play out?”  Or, do Verses 4-8, in 
particular, lay out a very specific set of events (time, 
scope, response) and decree in no uncertain terms what 
is going to happen?  You see, the unfolding of God’s plan 
is not a case of move-countermove in which we hope that 
God will eventually win. To help you understand that, re-
call God’s promise from Chapter 6:6-8.  

 “I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the 
yoke of the Egyptians.  I will free you from being  
enslaved to them, and I will redeem you with an  

outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment. . . 
Then you will know that I am the Lord your God.” 

It is much more accurate to understand that everything is 
unfolding exactly according to God’s plan, every contin-
gency foreseen and already addressed from eternity past!  
Not only does victory belong to our God, but so does con-
trol of the timetable over which that victory will unfold.  
What a great reminder to rest in the certain fruition of His 
plans—including His certain return! 



Return to Exodus 
Monday, August 22: Read II Corinthians 2 

(Exodus 11) 

In our study of II Corinthians, we discovered the rich infor-
mation associated with the truth that God: 

...always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ  
and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance  

of the knowledge of Him.  

A study of the Greek words used in this passage led us to 
understand that the verse is really painting a picture of a 
great processional in which Christ is the triumphant one 
“riding in the chariot of honor.”  It is our association with 
Him, by virtue of being a disciple, that causes us to go 
from triumph to triumph in the Christian Life.   

Several things to note.  First, these are spiritual triumphs, 
as part of being in Christ and engaged in ministry, but not 
triumphs as the world might define them.  Second, that 
there is no victory in the Christian Life which does not first 
belong to Christ.  Furthermore, we learned that, by virtue 
of our connection to the Triumphant One, it becomes pos-
sible for us to spread everywhere the sweet aroma of Who 
Jesus is and what He has done for mankind!   

You are probably thinking: “What does this have to do with 
our study of Exodus and, in particular, Chapter 11?” The 
connection is this, the principle of II Corinthians 2:14-16 is 
not new, it is the way God works.  In Exodus 11, we see 
the overwhelming victory of God.  In Chapter 12, we are 
going to see the entire nation march out.  Victory belongs 
to our God and always will!  So does time, which means 
that things always happen right on His schedule.  This is 
what makes it possible for us to be led everywhere in the 
train of His triumph and always be His ambassadors!  
Most importantly of all, we can have confidence in the 
truth of II Corinthians 2:14-16 because it is grounded in 
the God of Exodus 1-12.  How great is our God! 



Return to Exodus 
Tuesday, August 23: Read Psalm 14 

(Exodus 11) 

Psalm 14 begins with that famous text:  
 The fool says in his heart, There is no God.” 

Have you made the connection?  This is an apt descrip-
tion of Pharaoh.  Recall Exodus 5, when Pharaoh said:  

Who is the Lord, that I should obey Him. . . 
I do not know the Lord and I will not let Israel go. 

Pharaoh thought he could thwart the Lord with impunity.  
He believed he could  go his own way, ignore the Word of 
the Lord, and suffer no consequences.  How well has that 
worked out for him by the time we reach chapter 11?   

Pharaoh has played the part of the 
fool, just as the Scripture has said, by 
living as if there is no God in heaven.  
Yet, in reality, if you looked across the 
Egyptian countryside on the morning 
after the Passover, what would you 
see?  You would see a nation devas-
tated by the plagues it had to suffer because Pharaoh per-
sisted in pretending there is no God: crops are decimated, 
livestock devastated, and even the population terribly im-
pacted through the death of their firstborn.  No doubt 
Pharaoh’s people knew they had a fool on the throne, as 
do all those through history who take the Bible at its word.   

Now lets make a point of application. Is any nation, includ-
ing the United States of America, too powerful and too 
wealthy to keep from being humbled by the Lord should 
we nationally echo the words of Pharaoh, 

 Who is this Lord, that I should obey Him. .  .? 
Picturing our country in the position of Egypt the morning 
after the Passover should cause us to fall to our knees 
and pray for our nation. 



Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, August 24: Read Colossians 2 

(Exodus 11‐12) 

We have read through the various plagues that have 
come upon Egypt including the final plague, the killing of 
the firstborn in every household in Egypt.  We have seen 
the exception God made for those households which were 
passed over by the destroying angel because they were 
covered by the blood of the Passover Lamb.   

How effective were the plagues at accomplishing their pur-
pose?  On a physical level, there were very effective!  
Here is a principle associated with redemption that we 
covered very early in our study: In order to appreciate re-
demption, it must be clear that the redeemer is more pow-
erful than the oppressor.  That is certainly finally clear to 
the Egyptians.   

In Chapter 12, Pharaoh says,  

Up!  Leave my people, you and the Israelites. 
Exodus 12:31  

Chapter 11 prophesied that the officials of Egypt would 
bow down before Moses and say,  

Go, you and all the people who follow you!  Exodus 11:8 

  



Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, August 24: Read Colossians 2 

(Exodus 11‐12) (Continued) 

In summary, even Pharaoh had finally given in.  He real-
ized that the god’s of the Egyptians were helpless against 
the God of the Jews and if they didn’t leave soon the peo-
ple of Egypt knew they “would all die.”  (Exodus 12:33)  
And so the Children of Israel left Egypt that very night, and 
a new nation was born.   

And if you read ahead to Chapter 15, you will see the peo-
ple greatly appreciated the might of their Redeemer.  It 
didn’t last, but, at least for a time, it was genuine.  But I 
want you to see that there is a critical spiritual principle 
here that is directly applicable to us.  Colossians 2:14-15 
says: 

. . .having cancelled the written code, with its  
regulations that was against us and that stood  

opposed to us; He took it away, nailing it to the cross.  
And having disarmed the powers and authorities,  

He made a public spectacle of them,  
triumphing over them by the cross.  

The cross and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ are all 
the evidence that we need that our Redeemer is more 
powerful than our spiritual oppressor.  Take all the might 
of Satan and his hosts, against which we are no match, 
but our redeemer triumphed and continues to triumph over 
the forces of evil.  He broke their claim of authority over 
mankind, so that all who believe are transferred, against 
the will of Satan, from the dominion of darkness into the 
Kingdom of the Son (Colossians 1:13-14).  

If you look at Verse 14, you will see that it is in Jesus 
Christ we have redemption, and our redeemer is an eter-
nal Victor over our oppressor.  Our Redeemer lives and so 
we too can have the hope of eternal life.  Praise God! 



Return to Exodus 
Thursday, August 25: Read Exodus 12 

Chapter 12 begins in a curious way.  The second half of 
the chapter documents the tragic events that occurred 
during the night of the first Passover, and the way in which 
they catalyzed the exodus of the Jewish people from 
Egypt.  But the first half contains detailed specifics regard-
ing how the Jews were to keep both the first Passover and 
celebrate it in the future.   

Let me remind you that, although not all of the Bible has 
been written to us, it has most certainly all been preserved 
for us!  And over the course of the next several days, I will 
draw your attention to a number of important details that 
are preserved for us in the first portion of this chapter.   

The first thing I want you to note is how the eternally exis-
tent God, goes to great lengths to make use of time when 
dealing with man.  Here are just a few of the examples:  

 ...this month is to be for you the  
first month of your year  Verse 2 

on the tenth day of this month… Verse 3 

until the 14th day of the month… Verse 6 

slaughter them at twilight… Verse 6 

this is a day you are to commemorate... Verse 14 

for seven days... Verse 15   

Here is the simple point that I want you to consider: God 
knows that mankind lives inside of time and He wants us 
to value (redeem) the time He has given us.  He has given 
us time to be used for abiding in Him, to pray, to minister.  
But He has not given us time to be wasted.  

 

 



Return to Exodus 
Thursday, August 25: Read Exodus 12 (Continued) 

How do I know this?  Read the words of the Psalmist: 

Teach us to number our days aright,  
that we may gain a heart of wisdom.  Psalm 90:12   

Or, consider Paul’s admonition in the book of Romans:  

And do this, understanding the present time.  
The hour has come for you to wake up from  

your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now  
than when we first believed.   Romans 13:11  

You and I need to be about the Lord’s business for the 
Scripture tells us that we:  

. .were once darkness, but now light in the Lord. . .  
See then that you walk circumspectly,  

not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time,  
because the days are evil.  Ephesians 5:8,15 

 

 



Return to Exodus 
Friday, August 26: Read Exodus 32 

In our last lesson, we saw God’s careful attention to detail 
regarding the celebration of the Passover.  In this lesson, I 
want you to consider the ramifications of Exodus 12:14:  

 This is a day you are  to commemorate;  
for the generations to come you shall celebrate it  
as a festival to the Lord—a lasting ordinance. 

This Scripture is making it clear that the Passover is to be 
celebrated from this time on.  It is a lasting command from 
God.  Perhaps you are thinking this is just another reli-
gious ritual, or wondering why God is making such a big 
deal out of it.  The answer—which is very pertinent to you 
and me—can be found in Exodus 32.   

In this chapter we have a description of Israel’s transgres-
sion regarding a degeneration into idolatry and pagan 
practice.  This was serious sin.   



Return to Exodus 
Friday, August 26: Read Exodus 32 (Continued) 

Three thousand died at the hands of the Levites, and 
other countless numbers as the result of a plague sent by 
God.  What in the world happened?  The short answer is 
that the people forgot the God who brought them out of 
Egypt.  In particular, they forgot the length of His reach 
and His holiness.   

Now you know why God laid down so many annual (or in 
some cases even more often) reminders of who He is and 
what He is like.  You see, what is not carefully remem-
bered is easily forgotten!  Is this not equally true for you 
and me.  To me, this emphasizes the importance of Scrip-
ture reading and in particular Scripture memorization.  The 
following is a verse I memorized right after I was saved 38 
years ago.  At that time I was memorizing from my first Bi-
ble, a King James version given to me by the person who 
led me to the Lord.  This verse has stood the test of time, 
as does all of God’s Word! 

 Thy Word have I hid in mine heart, 
that I might not sin against Thee.  

Psalm 119:11 

 



Return to Exodus 
Monday, August 29: Read Exodus 33 

Let’s assume for a moment, that the lessons of the last 
two days were taken to heart.  That is, that we recognize 
the need to both “redeem the time” and regularly remem-
ber God’s historical redemption of His people from Egypt 
by means of the annual celebration of the Passover.   

If both of these lessons were consistently practiced, what 
would every Jewish boy or girl understand regarding the 
coming Messiah?  Why, they would understand that He 
would be:   

 One who is without spot or blemish (Exodus 12:5)  

 One who dies (Exodus 12:6) 

 One who shields a person from death (Exodus 12:13)  

 One who provides redemption (Exodus 12:17)  

Check the Scriptures and you will see that every one of 
these statements is part of the annual Passover remem-
brance.  So, in I Corinthians 5:7, Paul is making a very 
clear statement about the person and work of Jesus 
Christ.  And, he is inviting a close comparison. 

For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. 

Consider the comparison: 

 Was Christ without spot or blemish, that is without sin?  
Yes, He was!  See Hebrews 4:15.  

 Did Christ die?  Yes He did!  See Romans 5:6.  

 Does He shield us from death?  Yes, He died in our 
place!  See I Peter 3:8.   

 And lastly, has He provided redemption?  Yes on all 
counts!  See Galatians 3:14.   

 



Return to Exodus 
Monday, August 29: Read Exodus 33 (Continued) 

Do you see that God gave the Jews a thousand years of 
preparation for the coming of His Son?  Over and over, 
generation after generation, they went through a ritual of a 
sacrifice that pointed to the nature and work of the coming 
Messiah.  God is always teaching and revealing.  We of-
ten miss what He is doing because our hearts are dull 
and we are hard of hearing.   

This prompts me to pray on our behalf:  

Lord, grant us sensitivity to Your Spirit that we might 
grasp the truths You have preserved for us  

in Your Word.  In particular open our hearts to the truth 
you have provided about the Lamb who was slain for 

us!   For it is in His name we pray. Amen!  



Return to Exodus 
Tuesday, August 30: Read Psalm 105 

(Exodus 12‐13) 

The Exodus / Plagues / Passover are such important 
events in the history of Israel as well as in God’s revealing 
to us what He is like.  This being the case, I would like you 
to ponder one more aspect of the Passover.  Consider this 
question, “Was the celebration of the original Passover, in 
specific the placement of blood from the Passover lamb 
on the door posts, a work or an act of faith on the part of 
the Israelites?”   

Your initial response might be: 
“It’s a work because the Israel-
ites had to do something.”  
However, that is not much dif-
ferent than someone today, the 
age of the Church, suggesting 
that to have faith in the person 
and work of Christ is a work be-
cause we have to believe.  

Let me suggest that the place-
ment of blood was more an act 
of faith than a work.  Here is my rationale: 

 The lamb’s blood, in and of itself, provided no direct 
benefit.  God didn’t need it to tell which home was that 
of an Israelite, and the lamb’s blood certainly couldn’t 
keep the destroying angel at bay.   

 What made the lamb’s blood efficacious was the fact 
that the Israelites responded to what God told them to 
do.  They heeded God’s provision to preserve Israelite 
firstborn from the judgment on all firstborns.   

 

 



Return to Exodus 
Tuesday, August 30: Read Psalm 105 

(Exodus 12‐13) (Continued) 

 Men would never have come up with this solution on 
their own.  Who would have thought lamb’s blood would 
have anything to do with preserving a firstborn child?  
So to place the blood on the doorframe, one had to trust 
that what God said to do would accomplish something of 
great import.   

 Lastly, it goes without saying, the credit goes to God  
for protecting the Israelite firstborn, not to the act of  
spreading the blood.   

Now do you see the parallel with placing your faith in the 
person and work of Christ?  It is not a work.  It is an issue 
of responding in faith to what God has provided.  Our faith 
doesn’t do the work of salvation. Salvation is accom-
plished by God through Jesus Christ.   

Belief on our part is to trust that what God has done 
through Christ will take care of our sins, reconcile us to 
Him, and provide eternal life.  The credit is all His!  Faith is 
simply the response—the only response He will accept—
to what He has done.   

For it is by grace we have been saved, through faith; and 
that not of ourselves it is the gift of God and not by 
works lest any man should boast.  Ephesians 2:8-9   

For without faith it is impossible to please God. . .  
Hebrews 11:6  

Abraham believed God and it was credited to him  
as righteousness.   Genesis 15:6 



Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, August 31: Read Exodus 13 

We are at a very important point of transition in the book 
of Exodus.  Up until now, we have been reading about 
how God redeemed Israel.  We have seen how the Israel-
ites were enslaved and could do nothing to help them-
selves.  We learned how God, as Redeemer, was infinitely 
greater in capability than the oppressor and how redemp-
tion carries the idea of moving out of a bad place and into 
a good place.  

Having learned about redemption in Chapter 12, and to an 
even greater extent in Chapter 13, we have a once-
oppressed people who are now fully redeemed.  Here is 
the transition and you don’t want to miss it.  God is going 
to shift from calling the Israelites to redemption to an em-
phasis on how a people redeemed by God are to live.  

As you can imagine, as those who are also redeemed by 
the blood of the Lamb, Jesus Christ, this discussion has 
immense practical ramifications for us.  For the next few 
days, we will study the book of Exodus, beginning in 
Chapter 13. We will see if we can learn what God intends 
for the redeemed of all ages to learn from observing the 
redemption of Israel and the subsequent training of those 
redeemed.  For like many of us, the redeemed often carry 
all kinds of baggage with them from their old manner of 
life.  In the case of the Israelites, their baggage was from 
their life of oppression.   

You might be shocked to learn that some of the Israelites 
even decided they would prefer to return to the life of the 
oppressed in Egypt rather than live their lives as the re-
deemed.  But that is exactly what some of the Israelites 
wanted to do.    



Return to Exodus 
Wednesday, August 31: Read Exodus 13 

(Continued) 
Likewise, how often do we long for what the world claims 
to offer.  Yet the call of God is clear:  

“. . . you will be for me a kingdom of priests  
and a holy nation.”  Exodus 19:6 

 “You are to be my holy people.”  Exodus 22:31  

We will investigate this further in the days to come. 
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