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Foreword 
The first half of this month we deal with one of the most 
challenging passages of Scripture 
in the Bible, which is found in the 
Book of Hebrews.  It will take us 
some time to get through it, but 
I trust it will be a blessing.  
For the remainder of the month 
we will spend time in the Book of 
John, moving to the Book of 
Proverbs on the last day, and of 
course, many other places as 
well.   
May God bless you in the  
ongoing reading and assimilation of His Word! 
In His grace, 

 
 

Kevin Redig 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All Scripture quotes have been taken from either  
the NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 



Lessons from Hebrews 
Monday, August 1:  

Read Hebrews 6:1-6 
After reading today’s short six verses, you know we are 
going to have to deal with one of the most difficult and 
debated passages in Scripture.  But, by way of encourage-
ment, we are not going to find it as difficult as many,  
because, having carefully studied the context of Hebrews, 
we are already familiar with the sad story of the Exodus 
generation.  What I trust we will find in this passage, is a 
very serious admonition to the believer to persevere in the 
faith—a message that we have found quite strongly pre-
sented already in Hebrews and will find again in the  
remaining chapters.    
The message of Hebrews is so badly needed in the day in 
which we live that I trust we will be able to receive it for 
what it is: God’s will for the child of God coupled with His 
provision.  As a reminder of the context in Chapter 5, the 
writer of Hebrews has cut his message short because his 
audience was just not spiritually ready for it:   

We have much to say about this, but it is hard to  
explain because you are slow to learn ... you need 
someone to teach you the elementary truths of 
God’s Word all over again.  You need milk not solid 
food ... solid food is for the mature ... 
             Hebrews 5:11-14  

It wasn’t that they weren’t saved, it was that they hadn’t 
spiritually matured!  This very same theme continues in 
Chapter 6.  There really is no need for a chapter break 
here as the dialogue continues:   

Therefore, let us leave the elementary teachings 
about Christ and go on to maturity ...     Hebrews 6:1  

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Hebrews 
Monday, August 1:  

Read Hebrews 6:1-6 (Continued) 
Now, is this what you would tell a lost person: “You are 
not quite getting the basic truths about Christ’s saving 
work, so let’s just hope for the best and move on to more 
advanced truths?”  Of course not!  There is no moving on 
from the elementary teachings about Christ—who He was 
and what He accomplished at the cross—until the lost per-
son has responded in faith.   
On the other hand, once an individual has responded, you 
would most certainly chastise the ones who through apa-
thy or neglect have failed to advance in the faith.  If you 
were their pastor or spiritual mentor you would most cer-
tainly encourage them to engage in the process of spiritu-
al growth.  And, the Scriptures do this very thing—from 
two different angles—one positive and one negative.   
We’ll consider this issue further tomorrow.   



Lessons from Hebrews 
Tuesday, August 2: Read Ephesians 4 

Today, let’s answer this question:  
If I had the opportunity to do so, how might I  
encourage a believer, who had neglected his or her 
spiritual growth, to begin to grow? 

Let me spend today coming at this from the positive side 
using the Book of Ephesians.  I would frame my word of 
encouragement something like the following:   

... having believed, you were marked in Him with a 
seal, the promised Holy Spirit ...          Ephesians 1:13  

And, you have been made alive 
with Christ and: 

... raised us up with Christ 
and seated us with Him in 
the heavenly realms ...   
          Ephesians 2:6     

In short, the child of God has a 
marvelous position in his or her 
Savior.  Do you suppose there 
is any expectation of a certain 
quality of life to go with it?  Of course, read on!  
In Chapter 4, we find the connection between our position 
in Christ and our daily lives:  

... I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you 
have received.          Ephesians 4:1   

The short little phrase—live a life worthy—raises the bar 
for the Christian Life incredibly high.  For we are to live a 
daily quality of life that matches our position of being alive 
in Christ and seated at His right hand.  For that is what   

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Hebrews 
Tuesday, August 2: Read Ephesians 4

(Continued) 
the word worthy means.  Our daily lives are to be of an 
equivalent weight (worth) to our exalted position in Christ! 
How are we to ever achieve such a thing?  Well, for one 
thing, God gave: 

... some to be pastors and teachers to prepare God’s 
people for works of service, so that the body of 
Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the 
faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and 
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of 
the fullness of Christ.             Ephesians 4:11-13 

Ask yourself right now, was this happening among the  
Hebrew believers?  Apparently not, and that tells us they 
were not responding to teaching as they should.   
Now, here is the passage I really wanted to share with 
you today—as a very concise description of what should 
happen in the life of every newly-saved person:   

You, however, did not come to know Christ that 
way.  Surely you heard of Him and were taught in 
Him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus.  
You were taught with regard to your former way of 
life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupt-
ed by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the 
attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, 
created to be like God in true righteousness and  
holiness.              Ephesians 4:20-24  

There you have it: Allow the Word of God and Spirit of 
God to renew your mind so that you might take off the old 
Adam-life practices and put on the new Christ-life, which 
of course would be righteous and holy! 



Lessons from Hebrews 
Wednesday, August 3: Read John 5 

As we have seen, Hebrews Chapters 5-6 are dealing with 
individuals who have neglected their spiritual growth, per-
haps after years of being Christians.  They are still virtual 
babes in Christ.  Why is this a problem?  These Christians 
are at grave risk of turning away from the Lord when  
trials or difficulties come their way.   
Yesterday, we looked at how to address this from the pos-
itive side—in other words what to do!  Today we will 
begin to take a look from the negative side—that’s the 
emphasis within the Book of Hebrews, for it focuses on 
the potential consequences for 
the one who turns away.  Here 
is the text:   

It is impossible for those 
who have once been  
enlightened, who have  
tasted the heavenly gift, 
who have shared in the  
Holy Spirit, who have tasted 
the goodness of the Word of 
God and the powers of the 
coming age, if they fall 
away, to be brought back to 
repentance ...    
        Hebrews 6:4-6   

Our first challenge will be to correctly interpret this text. 
Our second will be to make wise application.  As you can 
see, this passage is very sobering.  Not surprisingly, there 
are a number of interpretations.  I will walk you through 
some of these interpretations, the first today. 

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Hebrews 
Wednesday, August 3: Read John 5

(Continued) 

Interpretation #1   
The first interpretation asserts that this passage is talking 
about Christians who fall away, and thereby lose their  
salvation.  This theology typically goes on to treat the loss 
of salvation as something that cannot be regained.  Of 
course, the problem with this view is that the Scriptures 
convincingly teach that the believer cannot ever lose his 
or her salvation.  Does not the Bible promise eternal life  
to those who place their faith in the person and work of 
Jesus Christ?  If you could lose it, would it not have to be 
called conditional life instead?  Consider John 5:24 as one 
of many explicit promises of our eternal security:  

... whoever hears My Word and believes Him who 
sent Me has eternal life and will not be condemned; 
he has crossed over from death to life.     John 5:24  

Faith in Christ leads to the removal of the potential for 
condemnation.  Furthermore, faith leads to a crossing 
over!  In the Greek language in which the New Testament 
was written, this is a perfect tense verb.  The perfect 
tense is used to describe an action that happened in the 
past with results that continue right up until the present.  
It also is used to describe an action that is completed and 
does not need to be repeated.   
When you and I place our faith in Christ, we have for all 
time crossed over from death to life.  This happened in 
the past when we believed and the results are every bit as 
true today and on into eternity!   
So we will push aside the loss of salvation interpretation 
of this text as error and move onto the next interpretation 
tomorrow.  



Lessons from Hebrews 
Thursday, August 4: Read Mark 15 

Once again, here is the text we are working on: 
It is impossible for those who have once been  
enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, 
who have shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted 
the goodness of the Word of God and the powers of 
the coming age, if they fall away, to be brought 
back to repentance ...         Hebrews 6:4-6  

There are many interpretations of this verse that do not 
stay true to Biblical teaching.  We looked at the first yes-
terday, and today we will explore the second. 

Interpretation #2   
The second interpretation of this text holds that the falling 
away is proof that this is a group of people who were  
never saved.  Those who hold this view believe that saved 
people wouldn’t fall away, so falling away is simply proof-
positive that they were never saved at all.   
There are two problems with this view.  First, have you 
noticed that this is really a salvation by works, and not by 
faith?  One theologian who holds this view is very blunt 
about it:   

Thus good works may be said to be a condition for 
obtaining salvation in that they inevitably accompany 
genuine faith ... The question is not whether good 
works are necessary to salvation, but in what way 
are they necessary.  As the inevitable outworking of 
saving faith, they are necessary for salvation.   
             John Gerstner 

You might have trouble working your way around the 
double-speak, but ultimately he holds to salvation by  

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Hebrews 
Thursday, August 4: Read Mark 15

(Continued) 
works, which is anathema to the clear declarations of 
God’s Word:   

For it is by grace you have been saved,  through 
faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God—not by works, so that no one can boast.   
               Ephesians 2:8-9  
And if by grace, then it is no longer by works; if it 
were, grace would no longer be grace.   Romans 11:6 

Simply put, some theologies don’t tolerate failure on the 
part of Christians and so they solve that problem by  
declaring failing Christians never were Christians.   
That leads us to the second problem with this view: Is it 
really possible that the list in Hebrews 6:4-5 is descriptive 
of the non-Christian?  Could someone of which the follow-
ing is clearly stated really be lost: been enlightened, have 
tasted the heavenly gift, have shared in the Holy Spirit, 
tasted the goodness of the Word and of the coming age?  
That is not a description of the lost, but of the newly 
saved!  One theologian, trying to maintain his precarious 
position, quipped: They tasted and then spit it out!”   
Is this what the disciples did in today’s reading when, 
“Then everyone deserted Him and they fled.”  (Mark 14:50)  
Is that not to fall away?  The Book of Hebrews is written 
to wobbly Christians.  The warnings are to Christians.  The 
failure to mature is a message to the Christian.  Now, all 
of a sudden, the lost are inserted into the middle of Chap-
ter 6 in order to solve the sticky problem of a believer 
who falls away.   
This too is an interpretation that does not stand the test 
of Scripture!  So, once again, we set it aside!     



Lessons from Hebrews 
Friday, August 5: Read Psalm 51 

This warning in Hebrews 6 has been a stumbling block for 
so many, let me refer back to it one last time:  

It is impossible for those who have once been  
enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, 
who have shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted 
the goodness of the Word of God and the powers of 
the coming age, if they fall away, to be brought 
back to repentance ...                 Hebrews 6:4-6    

There are a number of other interpretations of this pas-
sage, including one that treats this as a hypothetical situa-
tion which could not actually happen.  Really?  Do you 
know of any high school young men and women, who had 
a strong testimony of their faith in Christ, and then fell 
away during their college years?  Far more than we like to 
think about.   
So let me see if I can give you an interpretation of this 
warning passage that fits the Book of Hebrews and the 
immediate context.  We will call this Interpretation #3—
the reason you do not want to fall away as a child of God. 

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Hebrews 
Friday, August 5: Read Psalm 51

(Continued) 

Interpretation #3 
The context for these verses is unmistakable.  It is the  
believer who is being warned against falling away.  But if 
this is the case, how can it be that it has become impossi-
ble for the fallen believer to come back to repentance?  
To be sure, it is certainly difficult for those deceived by 
sin, or who have become hardened by it, to turn from the 
very sin that has ensnared them and turn to God in con-
fession.  But difficult is not the same as impossible.   

Further, God has a way of 
humbling the erring believer 
and bringing him or her to 
the point of confession—as 
He did with David following 
his sin with Bathsheba.  We 
can see God actively involved 
in David’s description of his 
confession of sin: 

... let the bones you have crushed rejoice.  Hide 
Your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity.  
Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a 
steadfast spirit within me.         Psalm 51:8-10   

David’s sin was grievous, compounded, and a terrible wit-
ness—yet God brought Him back to repentance through 
the Prophet Nathan. (Read about this in II Samuel 11-12.)   

But we still have the question: What is it talking about in 
Hebrews 6, and when it says that it is impossible to be 
brought back to repentance?  We’ll continue tomorrow. 



Lessons from Hebrews 
Monday, August 8: Read Numbers 14 

Here is the hard lesson from Hebrews 6:1-6.  There can 
come a point in our turning from the Lord, where His dis-
cipline is going to supersede any possibility of repent-
ance—not in terms of confession of sin, but of a repent-
ance that restores what could have been ours.  Our in-
depth study of Chapters 3-4 of Hebrews has already pro-
vided the classic example of this, and that is no doubt on 
the author’s mind.   
As a reminder, from the time the Israelites left Egypt they 
complained at every difficulty they encountered.  Now on 
the borders of the Promised Land they cry out: 

We can’t attack those people, they are stronger 
than we are.  And they spread among the Israelites 
a bad report about the land ...        Numbers 13:31-32   

Furthermore, as you saw in today’s reading, they grum-
bled against Moses and even talked about going back to 
Egypt.  How does God respond to all of this?  Is it busi-
ness as usual where God applies discipline, the people  
repent, and then continue on?  Not this time!  

The LORD said to Moses, “How long will these people 
treat Me with contempt?  How long will they refuse 
to believe in Me, in spite of all the miraculous signs 
I have performed among them?  I will strike them 
down with a plague and destroy them ...”  
               Numbers 14:11-12  

Now I want you to notice something, Moses intervenes on 
behalf of the people—his argument on behalf of God’s 
reputation is a thing of wonder—and then God says: 

 “I have forgiven them, as you asked.” Numbers 14:20  
 Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Hebrews 
Monday, August 8: Read Numbers 14

(Continued) 
Note, it clearly states they have been forgiven, but does 
that mean they are all set to continue into the Promised 
Land?  No!  Read on! 

“Nevertheless, as surely as I live and as surely as 
the glory of the LORD fills the whole earth, not one 
of the men who saw My glory and the miraculous 
signs I performed ... not one of them will ever see 
the land I promised ...”         Numbers 14:21-23   

God forgave them, God provided manna every day for the 
next 40 years for them—that’s grace.  But, none of those 
over the age of 20 at the point of Numbers 14 entered the 
Land—except for Caleb and Joshua, the two who trusted 
Him.   
For the Exodus generation, a repentance that allowed 
them into the Land had become impossible to attain!  
Wow!  But there is more yet to be learned—much more!  



Lessons from Hebrews 
Tuesday, August 9: Read Numbers 20 

Let me follow up yesterday’s devotional with a Point of 
Application:   

The experience of the Christian includes many times 
where sin, followed by repentance and confession, 
leads to restoration of fellowship and a picking up  
where one left off.  But, in Hebrews 6, we are being 
warned that there can also be a time when repent-
ance and confession lead to forgiveness but also  
terrible consequences for our sin.   

As an example, sometimes infidelity in a marriage can be 
forgiven and healed.  Other times, it leads to consequenc-
es that cannot be undone—and those consequences often 
impact the children involved for decades.  No wonder we 
are being warned.   
Here is another Biblical example that should prove the 
point.  In today’s reading we have another no water situa-
tion, and another round of complaining on the part of the 
Israelites.  What makes this incident of special interest, is 
that Moses has a very bad day.  God tells Moses to speak 
to the rock and water will come forth.   
Instead of persisting in steadfast obedience as he has all 
along, Moses loses his normal meekness and thunders 
out:  

“Listen, you rebels, must we (Moses and Arron) bring 
you water out of this rock?”  Then Moses raised his 
arm and struck the rock twice with his staff ...  
               Numbers 20:10-11  

         Continued on the next page.  



Lessons from Hebrews 
Tuesday, August 9: Read Numbers 20

(Continued) 
And how does God respond?  He responds with some very 
stern discipline:   

“Because you did not trust in Me enough to honor 
Me as holy in the sight of the Israelites, you will not 
bring this community into the land I give them.”   
                Numbers 20:12   

Notice that for Moses too, it is a lack of faith on his part 
that gets him into trouble with God.   
There is one more thing I want to add to this.   Note in 
the interpretation of Hebrews 6 that I have given you, I 
have applied it to believers (like Moses), and said it is a 
warning that for some sins, there is no way of going back 
to what could have been 
ours as the consequence 
for sin.  Moses pleaded 
with God:   

At that time I pleaded 
with the LORD: “... Let 
me go over and see the 
good land beyond the 
Jordan ...”  “That is 
enough,” the LORD said.  
“Do not speak to Me 
anymore about this 
matter ... you are not 
going to cross this  
Jordan.”   
      Deuteronomy 3:23-27   

God loved Moses.  Moses 
is in heaven.  But there was no undoing what had been 
done! 



Lessons from Hebrews 
Wednesday, August 10: Read Psalm 32 
We have tackled the hardest part of this passage, now let’s 
finish the job by tackling the rest of Hebrews 6:6.  The au-
thor of Hebrews writes that if you fall away, you are: 

... crucifying the Son of God all over again and  
subjecting Him to public disgrace.   

What does this mean?  It is actually straight-forward if we 
remember the audience—a group of Jewish converts who 
have gotten wobbly in the faith because of the persecu-
tion that has come their way.  If they fall away, it will be 
back to Judaism.  How did the Jews respond to Jesus?  
They declared that He was a blasphemer for claiming to 
be God and promoted His crucifixion for this sin.  To turn 
from Christianity and go back into Judaism would be to 
return to the view that Jesus was a blasphemer—worthy 
of crucifixion.  What a terrible change of heart that would 
be for someone who has been declared to have been en-
lightened, tasted the heavenly gift, and shared in the Holy 
Spirit.    
Allow me to explain a common parallel in our day.  Should 
believers fall way from a vital, daily, vertical relationship 
with God and turn back to some kind of religious formal-
ism, they will spend the rest of their days on a treadmill of 
trying to churn out enough good works to please God, 
finding ways to elevate themselves over others, and never 
having peace with God or the rest of knowing they are 
saved for all eternity.  That’s another reason it is a terrible 
idea to fall away from your walk with the Lord!  Let me 
remind you of the alternative of turning away from Psalm 
32:10 in today’s reading, another psalm written by David 
following his sin with Bathsheba:   

Many are the woes of the wicked, but the LORD’s  
unfailing love surrounds the man who trusts in Him. 



Lessons from Hebrews 
Thursday, August 11:  
Read Hebrews 6:7-8 

Because today’s short two-verse reading completes the 
picture, we need to properly understand these two verses 
as well.  Verse 7 tells us:  

Land that drinks in the rain often falling on it and 
that produces a crop useful to those for whom it is 
farmed receives the blessing of God.    

Agriculturally productive land is certainly a blessing from 
God.  And it is only a short step to a spiritual application: 

An individual or church fellowship that produces fruit 
acceptable to God is going to be blessed by God in 
time and eternity.   

But what about Verse 8?  Many see the word burn, equate 
it to hell, and close their Bibles—no further interpretation 
needed!  But is that the illustration?  Do we send agricultur-
ally unproductive land to hell?  Hardly!  What actually is 
burned is the thorns and briars covering the land—dirt 
doesn’t actually burn—so that the soil 
might again become productive in the 
future.  Perhaps you have seen an 
area devastated by a forest fire like 
that at the right.  Note the lush green 
growth that has sprung up every-
where.  Likewise, by way of spiritual 
application, when our lives are unpro-
ductive the Lord can most certainly 
scorch the earth!  Did He not do so many times to the  
Nation of Israel in the Books of Joshua and Judges when 
they turned from Him?  His purpose in doing so was always 
to bring the people back into a vital relationship with Him-
self.  We should take this for what it is—a very, very  seri-
ous warning about the consequences of turning away!  



Lessons from Hebrews 
Friday, August 12: Read John 10 

There are a number of very important lessons we can 
learn from the first eight verses of Hebrews Chapter 6.  
Allow me to try and impress them upon your memory:   
 The consequences of Chapter 6 sound so terrible, that 

many simply dismiss it as being descriptive of the un-
believer.  That is to do damage to the text of Scripture 
and is a terrible disservice to us as Christians!  God 
means for us to take this message to heart.  For we 
too can suffer the consequences of unbelief as did the 
Exodus Generation and Moses. 

 Many want to equate the Promised Land to heaven.  It 
most certainly is not!  (Moses did not enter the Prom-
ised Land and he most assuredly will be in heaven!)  
Instead, the Promised Land for Israel was the place of 
blessing that God had in mind for His people.  In our 
day, during this the time of the Church, it is the abun-
dant life that Jesus longs to provide for those who will 
follow after Him.  
“I have come that they may have life, and have it 
to the full (more abundantly).”         John 10:10    

 If we are interpreting this correctly, then there are 
some sins of unbelief from which we cannot recover 
what could have been ours.  The logical next question 
is: “Exactly what sin are we talking about?”  We can’t 
know!  For Israel, it was repeated sin over a period of 
time that culminated with their rejection at the borders 
of the Promised Land.  For Moses, it was a one time 
act of disobedience that seems pretty minor in com-
parison.  This means that God takes into account dif-
ferences in spiritual maturity. 

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Hebrews 
Friday, August 12: Read John 10

(Continued) 
The significance for us is this: Since we can’t know, we 
need to be very careful about turning from the Lord in 
unbelief!  Don’t go there!  If you do, confess it as sin 
and recover as soon as possible.   

 One last point: If we feel the weight of consequences 
for sin in our lives, is there forgiveness?   Absolutely!  
The Children of Israel were forgiven in Numbers 14:20, 
and the grace of God provided food for them every 
day for the next forty years.  They weren’t lost souls, 
they were believers who daily had to deal with the 
consequence of their bad choices while continuing to 
be fed and clothed by the grace of God.   

Likewise, during this 
the time of the Church: 

But if we walk in 
the light, as He is in 
the light, we have 
fellowship with one 
another, and the 
Blood of Jesus, His 
Son, purifies us 
from every (all) sin.  
            I John 1:7   

So, we can conclude 
with the short version: 
Don’t fall away in unbe-
lief!  If you do, confess it as sin that the Blood of Christ 
would purify and turn back in dependent trust.   
And all God’s people said, “Amen!”  



The Gospel of John 
Monday, August 15: Read John 2:1-12 
As we return to the Gospel of John, today’s reading brings 
us to the first of the seven miracles John records in his 
Gospel account.  It is a fascinating miracle in that it rec-
ords the turning of water into wine at a wedding banquet.   
There have been many attempts to develop a natural  
explanation to this narrative, and I am always amazed at 
the naïveté of those who try to do so.  I say that because 
efforts to explain away the miraculous typically go some-
thing like this, “Jesus took some wine and added it to the 
stone water jars creating a mixture of mostly water and a 
little bit of wine.”  If you are going to contradict the in-
spired Word of God, you should at least put some thought 
into your alternative theory.  For, according to the text, 
the jars were full to the very top—there was no room for 
anything else.  The banquet master declared it to be the 
best wine and he would not have been fooled by a watery 
mixture.  Plus, Jesus’ disciples saw the whole thing.  Do you 
put your faith in a gimmick or revealed glory? The text an-
swers that question: 

This, the first of His miraculous signs, Jesus performed 
in Cana of Galilee.  He thus revealed His glory, and His 
disciples put their faith in Him.        John 2:11   

How about a point of application?  I love the way Mary 
handles this whole thing.  Consider this question: Is God 
able to manage both our need and His purposes?  Of 
course the answer is yes!  However, here is where the ap-
plication comes in: Is our response like Mary’s?  She 
doesn’t sulk, doesn’t beg, doesn’t get anxious.  Instead 
she simply tells the servants to do whatever Jesus says.   
Consider the power if we prayed the same way: “Lord, we 
delight to leave the outcome up to You, and, in the mean-
time, we will do whatever You say!”   



The Gospel of John 
Tuesday, August 16:  

Read I Corinthians 15:1-32 
So, what is your view of miracles?  Did Jesus actually 
change water into wine?  Or, do you agree with theologi-
ans like Rudolph Bultmann, who held to the position:   

We who use electricity to turn on a light with the 
flick of a switch could not possibly believe in  
miracles!  To believe in the miraculous is ridiculous. 
There is no physical bodily resurrection.   

In fact, he went so far as to say: “We must demythologize 
the text of Scripture.”  Here is an example of what he 
meant by that. The resurrection has become:  

. . . something here and now ... entering into a  
new dimension of existence, a being set free from 
the past and from guilt and from care and being 
made open to one’s fellowman in love.  

This is gobbledygook of the first degree.  For Christ’s  
resurrection has not become anything.  It is the physical 
and bodily raising of the humanity of Jesus Christ from the  



The Gospel of John 
Tuesday, August 16:  

Read I Corinthians 15:1-32 
(Continued) 

dead as a kind of first-fruits of what is possible for all 
those who will put their faith in Him.  Furthermore, it is 
not only the prototype resurrection body that all believers 
have as a hope for the future, it is a clear message from 
God the Father regarding His complete satisfaction with 
the work of Jesus Christ on the 
cross.   
Although many theologians of 
our day have rejected outright 
the miraculous, which includes 
the truth of the resurrection, we 
must hold to the authority of 
Scripture:   

For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not 
been raised either ... Your faith is futile; you are still 
in your sins ... If only for this life we have hope ... 
We are to be pitied more than all men.  
              I Corinthians 15:16-19  
For what I received I passed on to you of first  
importance: that Christ died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was 
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 
and that He appeared to Peter, and then to the 
Twelve.  After that He appeared to more than five 
hundred. . .          I Corinthians 15:3-6  

No bodily resurrection?  Paul will not allow this error to 
stand.  Note how carefully he dismisses this bogus claim.  
Jesus is sure to come in the future because the resurrect-
ed Jesus appeared to Peter, to the twelve, and then to 
500 eye witnesses! 



The Gospel of John 
Wednesday, August 17:   

Read Hebrews 11 
Since we dug a little deeper into the subject of miracles,  
we should do the same with the subject of faith.  Did you 
notice this message in our previous reading in John?   

This, the first of His miraculous signs, Jesus  
performed in Cana of Galilee.  He thus revealed His  
glory, and His disciples put their faith in Him.    
               John 2:11  

Faith, as a response to the revelation of God, is typically 
ridiculed by the world, and the greater the world’s degree 
of sophistication, the greater the ridicule.  Yet, what does 
God very explicitly say?   

Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen Me,  
you have believed; blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have believed.”         John 20:29 
Without faith it is impossible to please God.  For 
those who come to Him must believe that He exists, 
and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently 
seek Him.              Hebrews 11:6   

Faith is necessary to please God, but notice, in the John 
20 passage, how Jesus places a premium upon faith in 
contrast to that which is seen.  The kind of faith that 
pleases God, per Hebrews 11:6, is not blind faith or, as 
falsely described by one theologian, a leap of faith.  A leap 
of faith might be described as the act of believing some-
thing intangible or without evidence.  Does that fit the 
text of John 2:11?  Absolutely not!  The faith of the disci-
ples was not blind or a leap.  The evidence provided by  
Jesus, via His miracle, authenticated who He was. So, the 
disciples exercised faith based upon the evidence, and their 
faith was not misplaced.  Nor will ours be when we believe 
in the person and work of Jesus Christ or His Word! 



The Gospel of John 
Thursday, August 18: Read Romans 10 
I hope during the last few days you said to yourself, “Wait 
a minute, there has got to be more to prompt faith than 
miracles.  I haven’t really seen that many myself!”  Good 
point, and something we will consider today.   
We believe in the historicity of Jesus Christ, we believe in 
the substitutionary atonement He accomplished on the 
cross, and we believe in a physical, bodily resurrection 
from the dead.  All of these are real events.  But what 
about our day-to-day life as Christians?  We don’t have 
daily miracles, at least not clearly supernatural events, so 
then what is the object of our faith?  Our reading for to-
day answers that very question, and at the same time lays 
down an absolutely essential truth for the child of God.  

Consequently, faith comes from hearing the mes-
sage, and the message is heard through the Word of 
Christ.                Romans 10:17   

Let me give you the King James translation which is  
marvelous for its succinctness:   

So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God.  

Connect these verses to our study of the past few days.  
The disciples believed as they saw Jesus’ miracles and  
Jesus proclaims a blessing on those who believe without 
seeing.  Who can do that?  We all can do that who accept 
the content of the Word of God for what it is: God’s mind 
revealed to us for “All Scripture is God-breathed ...”  It is 
this very content that prompts faith in the child of God. 
Do you feel your faith wavering?  Turn to the pages of the 
Word to have it renewed.  As we accept the testimony of 
Jesus’ first miracle, we see with the eyes of faith that He 
really is the Son of God.  When we believe, the miracle 
has done its job.  It has prompted our faith! 



The Gospel of John 
Friday, August 19: Read John 2:13-25 
Consider this verse near the end of our reading for today:  

... many people saw the miraculous signs He was  
doing and believed in His name.  But Jesus would 
not entrust Himself to them, for He knew all men.  
              John 2:23-24  

Let’s begin with a very straightforward 
question:  “Why did Jesus not entrust 
himself to those who had believed?”  
The specific answer from the text,  
“. . .for He (Jesus) knew all men” is 
not as clear as we might like.  We will 
have to do further work to determine 
the correct interpretation.  Let me 
walk you through a few possibilities.   
It is very common to take the inter-
pretive position that the individuals of 
Verse 23 had spurious or false faith.  This means that in-
terpreters holding to this position do not believe that the 
individuals of Verse 23 had really believed or were really 
saved.  From a purely theological standpoint, this is a very 
handy interpretation for Christian theologians to take be-
cause it allows them to cover all manner of Christian fail-
ure by simply claiming that those who failed were never 
really Christians at all!  For example, how do we, as Chris-
tians, explain a Christian husband leaving his wife and 
children for another woman or a Christian businessman 
embezzling funds from his company?  When it happens in 
your sphere of influence, this becomes a very practical is-
sue.  Certainly the easiest answer is to hold to the position 
that the sinners in question were never really Christians.   
There is, however, a much more important question than 
whether or not the explanation is easy and saves us from  



The Gospel of John 
Friday, August 19: Read John 2:13-25 

(Continued) 
answering tough questions.  The bigger question is 
whether or not this is a good interpretation of Scripture. 
Go back and see what the Scripture says they did.   
 The Scripture says they saw the miracles and then  

believed in His name.  The phrase believed in His name is 
the exact same phrase used in John 1:12 to describe the 
means by which we become children of God.  The Greek 
word translated believe is the same word used in John 
1:12, 3:16, 4:42, 4:53, 5:24, and many other passages in 
the Gospel of John.  All of these are directly related to a 
person’s salvation—either explicitly or implicitly.   

 Let’s go back to the beginning of our study and the 
truth contained in John 20:31. John’s purpose for con-
structing his gospel around a collection of miracles is 
very clear and specific and that purpose is to prompt 
belief, which in turn directly leads to eternal life!   

Miracles are meant to prompt belief on the part of those 
who see them and belief is the criterion for eternal life.   
Isn’t this exactly what we see occurring in John 2:23-24? 
As nice as it might be to have an excuse to cover for all 
manner of failure within the Christian community, it is 
simply bad Bible interpretation to nullify the purpose of 
John’s gospel simply because it doesn’t fit personal theol-
ogy or theological preferences.  This is what is happening 
when the interpretation is that belief following an example 
of the miraculous is not really belief!  It is more consistent 
with the text to hold to a position that there were those in 
Jerusalem who, after seeing the miracles, believed in  
Jesus as Messiah and thus became children of God.   
But what about our original question?  Why did Jesus not 
entrust Himself to them?  We will continue on Monday. 



The Gospel of John 
Monday, August 22: Read Matthew 16 
So, after taking the position that those who saw the mira-
cles and believed had become children of God, why would 
Jesus not entrust Himself to them?  First of all, could it 
have something to do with John 2:4?   

“Woman, why do you involve Me?”  Jesus replied.  
“My time has not yet come.”  

In this dialogue Mary has asked Jesus to intervene be-
cause of a potential social faux pas on the part of family 
friends.  Jesus at first declines to act on the social issue, 
but then turns around and performs a miracle that the 
text clearly tells us strengthens the faith of His disciples.   
In John 2:4, I want to draw your attention to the phrase:  
“. . . My time has not yet come.”  The Jews were looking 
for a Messiah that 
would be a great king 
and military victor.  At 
the time of Christ, this 
meant they were look-
ing for someone who 
would drive the hated 
Romans from Israel.  
These brand new  
Jewish converts would 
certainly have brought 
this mindset with 
them.  But was that 
the purpose of the 
First Advent?  First the 
cross and then the crown!  In the plan of His heavenly  
Father, Jesus’ first coming was going to culminate in the 
cross.  However, when He comes again, it is indeed going 
to be as King of kings and Lord of lords.                                  



The Gospel of John 
Monday, August 22: Read Matthew 16 

(Continued) 
These new believers had something else other than the 
cross in mind, and so Jesus refused to be sidetracked 
from the plan of God by entrusting Himself to them. To 
see an example of how new believers can think apart from 
the plan of God, consider Peter and his actions as record-
ed in Matthew 16:22.  Can you believe that Peter tries to 
dissuade Jesus from going to the cross?  Why, this is the 
very reason He came.  These are nothing more than the 
words of Satan in the mouth of Peter.   
Jesus certainly refuses to entrust Himself to Peter and the 
others.  With such a monumental rebuke to Peter, does 
that mean his faith was false?  Just go back a few verses 
to Matthew 16:15-f.  Peter’s confession of Jesus as the 
Messiah is said to have come from the Father and be the 
basis upon which the coming church will be built.  You 
have to do some serious theological gymnastics to try and 
take the position that Peter was not yet saved when  
rebuked by Jesus for acting contrary to the plan of God.   
The simple truth is that wandering from the path is some-
thing that new believers often do.  If we are honest with 
ourselves, we can probably look back in our own lives and 
remember times when we got ahead of the Lord and 
headed in the wrong direction.  I can sum this up by 
simply stating: A saved person is not going to start out as 
a mature Christian.  Entry into the family of God happens 
at the moment of faith in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ.  Maturity comes with both time and pursuit of a 
relationship with our Lord.  This coincides perfectly with 
the truth that is waiting for us in John 15 where, as be-
lievers, we are told to abide continually in the Vine that is 
none other than Jesus Christ! 



The Gospel of John 
Tuesday, August 23: Read Luke 22 

Issues of how we are saved, assurance of that salvation, 
and what it means when we fail are hugely important.  
These topics are so important that we are going to insert 
a brief parenthesis into our study of John’s gospel in order 
to consider these issues more closely.  Let’s consider  
Peter.  The following verse from Luke 22:62 immediately 
follows Peter’s three denials of our Lord:  

 And he (Peter) went outside and wept bitterly.    
How do you think Peter was feeling right at this moment 
and for the doubtless sleepless hours ahead?  Did he feel 
a sense of failure?  How about guilt?  Do you think it is 
possible that he questioned his relationship with the Lord?  
If you have been a believer for any length of time, you 
have experienced similar feelings.  We all have!  Our sin 
may not have been quite so dramatic as Peter’s, but we 
know we have let the Lord down and now we wonder 
where we stand with Him.  Do you see what I mean about 
these kinds of things—salvation, assurance, and dealing 
with failure—being hugely important? 
Now, how would the spurious faith theology of John 2:23 
explain Peter’s behavior?  It would simply tell us that  
Peter had never really believed.  This explanation might 
solve the issue of how could a real follower of Jesus Christ 
deny Him, but it ignores the clear record of Scripture.  We 
looked earlier at Matthew 16:15-f, in which the believing 
testimony of Peter is said to be the response upon which 
the Church will be built.  There are many, many other in-
stances in the four Gospels where Peter is stated to have 
believed prior to his denial.   
So instead of relying on a man-made theology, let’s ask 
the question, “What would John tell us about Peter?”  We 
discuss that question tomorrow!   



The Gospel of John 
Wednesday, August 24: Read I John 5 
What would John tell us about faith?  How about: 

I write these things to you who believe in the name 
of the Son of God so that you may know that you  
have eternal life.             I John 5:13   

Consider two things:   
 Based upon the above reference,  

if Peter could identify a time in his 
own life when he had believed in 
the person and work of Jesus 
Christ, then by the authority of the 
Word of God he could know that 
he was saved. 

 Equally important, knowing that he 
was eternally secure in Christ—we call this having assur-
ance—is meant to be the very first thing to help Peter 
recover from his failure.  

Notice how tenderly and personally Jesus deals with Peter 
in John 21:7-19 even after Peter’s denials.  Jesus displays 
no hint of rejection for Peter’s failure.  The cross had paid 
for Peter’s denial and our Lord still had plans for him.   
Do you see the application for us?  How are we to under-
stand the basis of our relationship with God the Father 
through His Son?  What kind of picture does Scripture paint 
describing the firmness of that relationship—especially 
when we fail?  Do we need to fear being cut off if we fail 
or question whether or not we had really become His chil-
dren?  Of course not!  The Biblical picture of how God 
deals with failure promotes an ever greater appreciation 
for a “mercy that endureth forever!”  For the Christian 
Way of Life is not ultimately about how worthy we are.  It 
is, instead, about how worthy He is! 



The Gospel of John 
Thursday, August 25:  

Read John 3:1-10 
We are moving from the miracle of John Chapter 2 to the 
narrative of Chapters 3 and 4.  Perhaps one of the most 
famous portions of narrative in the Bible is between Jesus 
and Nicodemus.  

… Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can 
see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.”   
                 John 3:3  

Who is Nicodemus?  We should know two things.  First, 
he is a VIP as a member of the Sanhedrin.  In fact, his 
name means ruler of the people.”  Second, he is a re-
nowned teacher.  You can verify this in Verse 10, for 



The Gospel of John 
Thursday, August 25:  

Read John 3:1-10 (Continued) 
apparently Jesus Himself was aware of his reputation: 

 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you the 
teacher of Israel, and do not know these things?”     

Why did Nicodemus come at night to talk with our Lord?  
There certainly has been a lot of speculation on this item 
over the years.  In truth, the text doesn’t really tell us.  It 
could be something as simple as the fact that, as a mem-
ber of the Sanhedrin and a prominent teacher, he was so 
busy with doing good that evening was the only time he 
had room in his schedule.  On the other hand, he may 
very well have been interested in Jesus and, as a member 
of the Sanhedrin, he wished to keep his interest a secret.   
Now look closely at Verse 2 and you will see what is really 
bugging Nicodemus: 

This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, 
“Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from 
God; for no one can do these signs that You do  
unless God is with him.”    

Although Nicodemus calls Jesus a teacher come from God, 
he doesn’t ask him a single theological question. That is 
because he doesn’t have any!  As a Pharisee and teacher, 
he is quite certain he has things down cold in the realm of 
theology.  However, the issue of miracles has him vexed! 
The only person who can do miracles is someone with di-
vine power.  Yet Jesus is without portfolio in the mind of 
Nicodemus, so he wants an explanation.   
Do you see how the intended purpose of miracles is at 
work in the soul of Nicodemus? (John 20:30-31) 



The Gospel of John 
Friday, August 26: Read John 5:30-47 
How do you handle a VIP like Nicodemus?  Jesus’ ap-
proach might surprise you.  Nicodemus starts by giving 
Jesus an honorary title, Rabbi.  The politically correct 
thing for Jesus to do would be to let Nicodemus finish his 
gracious introduction and reply in kind.  Instead, one sen-
tence into Nicodemus’ greeting, Jesus cuts him off, and 
says the following:  

“... No one can see the kingdom of God unless he is 
born again.”                  John 3:3 

This is a slap in the face to the proud Pharisee!  Maybe 
you are not sure, so let me ask you, “Did Nicodemus un-
derstand what Jesus was talking about?”  Verses 4 and 9 
make it clear that he did not.  So, in effect, Jesus said to 
Nicodemus something akin to the following: “You think 
that by your religious system you are in God’s Kingdom.  
But I tell you there is truth you know nothing about, 
which is going to keep you from ever entering the King-
dom until you both understand and respond to it.”    
What a shocker this must have been for Nicodemus, and 
it certainly must have captured his attention.  Further-
more, you can tell from the dialogue that follows that he 
has completely lost control of the conversation, which is 
now focused upon what Jesus has to say (which is where 
it belongs).  There is a time to avoid the pleasantries and 
cut to the chase!  Jesus did just that in the course of His 
dialogue with the religious Jews of His day.  He must have 
given them quite a shock also when He told them you 
cannot obtain eternal life from the Scriptures without also 
coming to the Savior whom the Scriptures proclaim.   
You see, it is possible to make an idol even out of the 
written Word, if you ignore the Living Word from which 
the Bible receives its authority.   



The Gospel of John 
Monday, August 29:  
Read I Corinthians 2 

There is one more thing I would like you to consider  
before leaving the narrative between Nicodemus and  
Jesus.  It is something that I trust will help you as you try 
to share your faith with others.  Here is the principle:   

Lost people (like Nicodemus) have a very difficult 
time wrapping their minds around spiritual truth, so 
stick with the one thing they need the most!    

The issue is that spiritually dead people cannot under-
stand spiritual truth.  If it weren’t for the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit at work in the hearts of men, no one would 
come to salvation.   
It doesn’t matter if it is sophisticated lost people like  
Nicodemus or unsophisticated ones like the Samaritan 

woman, it is essential that 
we stick to the main issue 
when dealing with lost peo-
ple.  The main issue is their 
need of salvation and God’s 
answer to that need in the 
person and work of Jesus 
Christ.  You can see this 
point in the first part of  
today’s reading when Paul 
says: 
For I resolved to know 
nothing while I was with 
you except Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified.         
     I Corinthians 2:2  

Continued on the next page. 
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The Gospel of John 
Monday, August 29:  

Read I Corinthians 2 (Continued) 
All too often we get involved in discussions of spiritual things 
about which the lost might be curious.  Then, before you 
know it, we are deep into an explanation which might 
show our theological knowledge but goes right over the 
head of the lost individual.  More often than not, when 
this happens to me, it is just something that the lost  
person turns around later and uses to ridicule Christianity. 
I’ve learned the lesson the hard way: When dealing with a 
lost person, stick with their need before a Holy God and 
the good news of the Gospel.  If I am going to be ridi-
culed by a lost person, I want it to be with respect to the 
cross of Christ and nothing else.   



The Gospel of John 
Tuesday, August 30:  
Read John 3:18-36 

We make all kinds of decisions every day.  Some we con-
sider to be really big and worth making with care—what 
career to pursue, whom to marry, and so on.  But the sin-
gle biggest decision that will be made by all members of 
the human race is whether or not they will place their faith 
in the person and work of Jesus Christ.  The first verse of 
our reading is one of many that support this claim:  

Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe stands condemned  
already because he has not believed in the name of 
God’s one and only Son.        John 3:18  

Couple this with the very last verse of our reading and 
you have all the repetition you need to affirm this truth: 

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but 
whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s 
wrath remains on him.         John 3:36   

The issue is that eternal life and freedom from God’s con-
demnation on the one hand and the absence of life cou-
pled with condemnation on the other hand is related to 
one decision—whether or not we believed in Jesus Christ.  
What could be more significant than these two options?   
What we have between these two options are some of the 
reasons man would choose death and condemnation: they 
love the darkness and the deeds of darkness (Verses 19-20), 
or they love the ways of this world more than the call to a 
spiritual relationship with their Creator (Verse 31).  Despite 
our natural inclination to unbelief, God has provided the 
means of salvation.  We don’t have to stay in the dark-
ness; for whomever believes in the Son can be transferred 
from the dominion of darkness to the Kingdom of the Son.  
God has done all the work, ours is but to come in faith.    



Back to Proverbs 
Wednesday, August 31:  

Read Proverbs 23 
We have previously made the case that Proverbs is meant 
to promote skill in living (wisdom), and is bookended by 
the Fear of the Lord and obedience to God.    

Let me show you the power of this perspective by making 
application from just one of the over 300 proverbs that 
are contained in Chapters 10-31 of the Book of Proverbs: 

Do not move an ancient boundary stone or encroach 
on the fields of the fatherless, for their Defender is 
strong; He will take up their case against you.   
                Proverbs 23:10-11  

Think of this boundary stone as a survey marker at the 
limits of one’s property.  You 
see, starting with the Mosaic 
Law, God had given strict in-
structions on how the Israel-
ites were to honor property 
rights.  So, in short, this was 
a prohibition against a number of things including:   
 Deceitfully enlarging your territory at the expense of 

your neighbor by secretly moving a boundary stone. 
 Amassing land by preying on those weaker or going 

through a difficult time.   
Now you know why the Israelites did so poorly at return-
ing all land to its original owner at the year of Jubilee.  If 
you would deceive or prey upon the weak to begin with, 
you are not likely to be obedient enough to give back 
what you inappropriately gained!  



Back to Proverbs 
Wednesday, August 31:  

Read Proverbs 23 (Continued) 
At a first consideration, this verse doesn’t seem to have 
much to do with us.  We haven’t received land directly 
from God and we have a much different approach to land 
ownership.  This is where the Fear of the Lord comes into 
play, for it helps us to make application.  For the question 
is, once we understand the principle, what boundary 
stones do you think God wants us to avoid moving in the 
day in which we live?   
Think about it!  I’ll have some suggestions for you to  
consider tomorrow.  
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