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Psalm 93:5Psalm 93:5Psalm 93:5   
Your statutes 
stand firm;  

holiness adorns 
Your house for  
endless days,  

O Lord.  O Lord.  O Lord.   
 



Foreword 
This month we will continue our reading in the Books of 
Acts and Ephesians, but we are  
going to add several new things 
as well.  First, we will have a 
number of readings on prayer, 
and then we’ll begin readings 
that prompt our exposure to a 
number of Old Testament char-
acters.  Naturally, there will be 
much application to be made.   
Let me remind you of why we, 
as an act of devotion, spend 
time in God’s Word every day:  

 All Scripture is God-breathed. . .       II Timothy 3:16   
What more reason do we need?   
In His grace,  
 
Kevin Redig 
 
 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 
 



Back in Acts 
Thursday, August 1: Read Acts 24 

The saga of Paul’s arrest and unjust imprisonment goes 
on.  Early in the chapter, a delegation from Jerusalem  
arrives to present their case against Paul to the Roman 
Governor, Felix.  As it turns out, their case consists of little 
more than flattery of Felix’s Roman rule and no evidence.  
Nothing much seems to come of this hearing, but Paul  
remains under arrest.  Felix is acquainted with Christianity 
and demonstrates at least some degree of curiosity:   

He sent for Paul and listened to him as he spoke 
about faith in Jesus Christ.       Acts 24:24   

At this point, notice these three things: 
1. In the midst of all this, Paul continues to proclaim: 

 Jesus Christ and Him crucified.        I Corinthians 2:2 
He has a heart for lost people—even a Roman leader 
responsible for his ongoing unjust imprisonment.   

2. The Gospel message brings Felix under conviction:   
As Paul discoursed on righteousness, self-control 
and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid and 
said, “That’s enough for now!”     Acts 24:25  

Continued on the next page. 



Back in Acts 
Thursday, August 1: Read Acts 24 

(Continued) 
Felix wasn’t ready for eternity and he was afraid.  That 
would have been a very good time to turn in faith to 
the person and work of Jesus Christ.   

3. If you don’t turn in faith, you persist in the flesh, see 
what Scripture says about Felix’s motives: 
“When I find it convenient, I will send for you.”  At 
the same time he was hoping that Paul would offer 
him a bribe. . .             Acts 24:25-26   

This went on for two years until a new governor was  
appointed.  Poor Felix!  If you nibble around the edges 
and never respond in faith, you have held the Spirit at 
arm’s length and you will end this life on the Broad Road.  
Of course, we know the end of that road is destruction—
for eternity!  From a false arrest to a two-year, unjust im-
prisonment, Paul is showing remarkable poise.  That’s a 
good thing because his trials are just beginning! 



Back in Acts 
Friday, August 2: Read Acts 25  

Acts 25 is a break in the action, but the tension is build-
ing.  The tactics used by those who oppose Christianity 
would certainly discourage a lesser man, one not 
strengthened by the Spirit of God.  The chapter starts with 
the same group of Jewish leaders bringing false charges 
against Paul, and lobbying the new governor to bring Paul 
to Jerusalem for trial.  But, they have an ulterior motive, 
they want to ambush Paul along the way to Jerusalem.   
Instead, the Jewish leadership is forced to come to 
Caesarea to bring their outlandish charges.  They bring no 
proof and Paul defends himself.  Nonetheless, Festus, who 
wishes to make a favorable impression on the Jews, asks 
Paul if he would stand trial in Jerusalem.  Paul, having 
avoided one ambush plot, has no desire to walk into an-
other.  He also wishes to continue to proclaim the Gospel.  
So, he exercises the only remaining option.  As a Roman 
citizen, he appeals his case to Caesar.   
The chapter ends with Paul being called upon to defend 
himself once again, and in front of a different audience.  
Governor Festus can’t make heads or tails of the situation, 
and is hoping to both learn more and put on a spectacle 
for King Agrippa.  We’ll see how that goes tomorrow, but, 
in closing today, I want you to put yourself in Paul’s 
shoes.  He has already had a very, very difficult life of 
ministry.  Now, after a trip to his beloved Jerusalem, he 
has undergone one injustice after another.  I think I 
would have thrown in the towel by this point.  And yet, 
Paul has years of rich ministry remaining—even though 
most of it is going to be spent in prison.  For many of his 
most powerful letters are often referred to as the Prison 
Epistles!  How does he do it?  He must have an enabling 
power far beyond Himself.  And so he does! 



The Basics! 
Monday, August 5: Read James 5  

This is another in the “Basics of the Christian Life”  
series.  We’ll be looking at the basics of prayer. 

There is quite a bit about prayer in the latter part of 
James, Chapter 5.  It begins in Verse 13: 

Is any one of you in trouble?  He should pray.  
What is the first thing we should do when we find our-
selves in some kind of difficulty?  Pray!  What should we 
do about a specific kind of trouble, such as illness?  

Is there any of you sick?  He should call the elders 
of the church to pray over him and anoint him with 
oil in the name of the Lord.                 James 5:14 

And, here is the outcome of such prayer: 
And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick 
person well. . .                      James 5:15  

To summarize James’s position on prayer:  
The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and  
effective.                       James 5:16   

Perhaps you are more familiar with the King James version 
in the graphic below.  



The Basics! 
Monday, August 5: Read James 5 

(Continued) 
These are some powerful verses on prayer.  Let me give 
you two things to consider:   
1. There is always a tendency to use such verses as a 

guarantee of prayer answered the way we want it to 
be answered.  With this approach, loved ones would 
never physically succumb to illness or age.  Let me 
suggest that we always keep this scripture in mind:  
This is the confidence we have in approaching God: 
that if we ask anything according to His will, He 
hears us.  And if we know that He hears us—
whatever we ask—we know that we have what we 
asked of Him.              I John 5:14-15 
This is a powerful passage, but we all need to under-
line the words, “according to His will”  in our Bibles.  
Sometimes it is His will to 
call a loved one home to a 
far better place.   

2. Then some ask, “Why pray 
at all if everything is pre-
determined?”  My answer is 
summed up in a quote from 
Charles Spurgeon:   
Prayer is the slender nerve  

that moves the  
muscle of Omnipotence. 

It may very well be God’s 
will to answer our fervent 
prayer, that He may be glorified by a people who trust 
in Him.  He is just waiting for us to ask!  



The Basics! 
Tuesday, August 6: Read Mark 1 

If yesterday’s introduction was the Power of Prayer, then 
today’s devotional might be called the Priority of Prayer.   
First, let’s show the priority of prayer in the life of Jesus:  

Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, 
Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a  
solitary place, where He prayed.          Mark 1:35  

Up early and off to prayer—in communion with His Father.  
Was this a one time thing?   

But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and 
prayed.               Luke 5:16  

Clearly, prayer was a priority for Jesus.  So let me suggest 
two possible applications.   



The Basics! 
Tuesday, August 6: Read Mark 1 

(Continued) 
First, a quote: 

We can never expect to grow in the likeness of our 
Lord unless we follow His example and give more time 
to communion with the Father.             E.M. Bounds  

As a teacher of God’s Word, I am constantly encouraging 
you to spend daily time in God’s Word.  Right behind that 
should be daily time in prayer.  And when you do, remem-
ber the above quote.  For, I am not suggesting that you 
just bring a list of requests to God on a daily basis, I am 
suggesting you spend time communing with Him each 
day.  Your communing should include reflection on His 
Word, praise and thanks, and most important of all—
listening to what He has to say!  

For if you want that splendid power in prayer, you 
must remain in loving, abiding union with the Lord  
Jesus Christ.          Charles Spurgeon  

Let me suggest abiding in Him comes before answers 
from Him.   
Second, consider our priorities.  Sometimes, we have so 
much going on that we feel there is no time to set aside 
for prayer—too much work to do, too many doctor ap-
pointments, and so on.  Listen to how one of the saints of 
the past handled a busy workload:   

Work, work, from morning until late at night.  In fact, 
I have so much to do that I shall have to spend the 
first three hours in prayer.               Martin Luther 

I would be happy if we started with 15 minutes of prayer 
each day and developed from there!   



The Basics! 
Wednesday, August 7: Read Philippians 4 

After looking at the power of prayer and the priority of 
prayer, today we will consider the peace of prayer.   

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, 
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus.        Philippians 4:6-7 

The above passage starts with an anxious person—what 
could cause anxiety?  There are no shortage of anxiety- 
causing thoughts, relationships, and circumstances in 
most of our lives.  What are we to do when these kinds of 
things come our way?  Pray in everything!  Or, as it says 
in I Thessalonians 5:17, “Pray without ceasing.”  
What will happen if we do?  The peace of God . . .will 
guard our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  This is a 
great, great promise, but why would this be the case?  Let 
me suggest three reasons.  First, to consistently turn to 
the Lord like this is to stay your mind upon Him.  And:  

You (God Himself) will keep him in perfect peace,  
whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts 
in You.                        Isaiah 26:3   

Second, consider the matter of faith.  We know: 
. . .that without faith it is impossible to please  
God. . . and that He rewards those who earnestly 
seek Him.                Hebrews 11:6   

Part of the reward of faith is peace in turbulent times.   
Lastly, prayer places God in His rightful place in our think-
ing.  E. M. Bounds says it this way: 

Prayer honors God, acknowledges His being, exalts 
His power, adores His providence, secures His aid.  

That’s about all we need to know to still an anxious heart!   



The Basics! 
Thursday, August 8: Read Romans 10  

In our investigation of prayer, let’s consider the appropri-
ateness of praying for the lost.  First, is it a reasonable 
thing to do?  Paul certainly thought so: 

Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the 
Israelites is that they may be saved.          Romans 10:1   

Let me also suggest that from God’s perspective it is a 
reasonable thing to do.  Consider these verses, where we 
have a recap of the ministry to which God is calling Paul:  

“I am sending you to them to open their eyes and 
turn them from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan to God, so that they may receive 
forgiveness of sins and a place among those who 
are sanctified by faith in Me.”               Acts 26:17-18 

The salvation of the lost is certainly in view, but what 
about prayer?  This passage isn’t about prayer, it is about 
God’s intent to use His witnesses as part of the means for 
lost people to get saved.  And I would suggest it is axio-
matic for us to pray for the fulfillment of God’s purposes: 
“Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done. . .”    
I know that there are many on your heart who seem to be 
hopeless cases.  Perhaps you have been praying for years 
without effect.  Let me encourage you to keep praying 
and not lose hope.  These two quotes by saints of the 
past might encourage you—for it is God’s will that all men 
come to repentance and be saved!   

Men may spurn our appeals, reject our message,  
oppose our arguments, despise our persons, but they 
are helpless against our prayers.       J. Sidlow Baxter   
It is possible to move men, through God, by prayer 
alone.                   Hudson Taylor  

In short—never underestimate the power of prayer and its 
ability to turn the lost. 



The Basics! 
Friday, August 9: Read I Peter 3  

For our final day on prayer, I would like to point you to 
the thing that is more important to your prayer life than 
anything else.  Let me use John 15 as a place to start:  

“Remain in Me and I will remain in you.  No branch 
can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.  
Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in Me 
. . .apart from Me you can do nothing.”     John 15:4-5   

Perhaps you are wondering, what does this have to do 
with prayer?  Charles Spurgeon answers it this way:  

If you want that splendid power in prayer, you must  
remain in loving, abiding union with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Notice the overlap with the word abide.  E. M. Bounds  
addresses the same point when he says,  

The stream of praying cannot rise higher than the 
fountain of living. 

 



The Basics! 
Friday, August 9: Read I Peter 3 

(Continued) 
I might summarize by saying:   
1. Don’t expect to have 

much of a prayer life 
if you are not walk-
ing with the Lord—
growing in grace 
and knowledge.   

2. Taking it a step fur-
ther, the only prayer 
God is looking to an-
swer for a believer 
who is out of fellow-
ship through sin is 
one of confession!    

Did you notice in today’s reading, how it is possible to 
have our prayers hindered?  

Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you 
live with your wives and treat them with respect as 
the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the 
gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your 
prayers.                      I Peter 3:7 

It seems clear that sin in the home will hinder prayer.  I 
think it reasonable to say that sin in the life will also  
hinder prayer.  And, on the flip side, abiding in Christ—
sharing His thoughts, affections, and purposes—cannot 
but help to shape our prayers and their answers! 



Return to Ephesians 
Monday, August 12: Read Ephesians 4:1 

I suggest you spend the time you normally spend reading 
a chapter of Scripture in memorizing this one verse.  Read 
it over and over again to yourself until you have it down.  
For if the first three chapters of Ephesians establish our 
position in Christ, then this single verse lays out God’s  
intent for our position in a powerful and clear manner.  

I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you 
to walk worthy of the calling to which you were 
called. . .                 Ephesians 4:1 

Nero thinks that Paul is his prisoner.  On the contrary, 
Paul is the Lord’s bondservant and he is ready to reach 
out to the lost and encourage the saints in whatever  
circumstances he finds himself.  There are two ideas here:  
 To walk worthy 
 The calling to which we are called   
Both are exceedingly important.  For today, let’s concen-
trate on the first idea, these two words: walk worthy.   

 



Return to Ephesians 
Monday, August 12: Read Ephesians 4:1 

(Continued) 
The word walk is an interesting compound word in Greek 
consisting of a word meaning path and another meaning 
about or around.  When taken together, they literally 
mean the sum of the steps one takes.  This word is also 
often translated live, in which case it means the life one 
lives.  I like to break it down this way: wherever your 
steps take you today, from the time you put your feet on 
the floor in the morning until you lay your head on your 
pillow this evening, you are to walk in a certain manner—
a worthy manner!   
It is equally benefi-
cial to study the 
word worthy.  It car-
ries the connotation 
of that which bal-
ances the scales.   
You see, in the  
ancient world, the 
system of money 
was based upon 
weight—the shekel 
was a measure of 
weight.  In fact, 
much of what was 
purchased was based upon matching (balancing) a weight 
of grain against a standard. 
So with the pictured balance clearly in mind, this opening 
verse is telling us that the life we live is to balance out—to 
have an equivalent weight to something else—so that the 
two are in balance with each other.  We’ll find out what 
our lives are meant to stack up against tomorrow!  



Return to Ephesians 
Tuesday, August 13:  

Read Deuteronomy 25 
Ephesians 4:1 has taught us that our lives are to balance 
the scales against something—but against what?  The an-
swer is also found in Ephesians 4:1:   

. . .the calling to 
which you were 
called.   

After covering the first 
three chapters of 
Ephesians in some  
detail, we should know 
exactly what the calling 
is to which we have 
been called!  It is the 
tremendous position in 
Christ that is ours as a 
result of responding in 
faith to the convicting 
ministry of the Holy 
Spirit.   
Thus, Ephesians 4:1 is 
commanding us to live 
a life (our experience) 
that matches up with (is worthy of) our position—who and 
what we are in Christ!  This is a clear statement of God’s 
intent.   



Return to Ephesians 
Tuesday, August 13:  

Read Deuteronomy 25 (Continued) 
Christ did not die for us—nor did He make us new crea-
tions in Christ—so that we could live sloppy, lackadaisical, 
or worldly lives as Christians.  On the contrary, Ephesians 
4:1 states in a marvelously concise fashion, after three 
chapters of explaining our exalted position, that we are to 
live a life that is in balance with that position.  As you 
should already realize, this is a very high calling!  We’ll 
have to learn more about that calling.   
In the meantime, let me reinforce the idea that God  
intends for our actual walk to be of an equivalent weight 
to our position in Christ.  Consider this scripture: 

You shall not have in your bag differing weights,  
a large and a small.  You shall not have in your 
house differing measures, a large and a small.  
You shall have a full and just weight; you shall  
have a full and just measure, that your days may  
be prolonged in the land which the Lord your God 
gives you.           Deuteronomy 25:13-15 

If this is how God feels about what’s fair in the market- 
place, how do you think He feels about the lives lived by 
those who are His children? 
The answer is straightforward:   

. . .walk worthy of the calling to which you were 
called. . .            Ephesians 4:1 



Return to Ephesians 
Wednesday, August 14:  
Read Ephesians 4:1-16  

We are going to go directly from the admonition to walk 
worthy, to the unity of the Spirit.  And, as we investigate 
the unity of the Spirit, think Church!  For this is so 
strongly the flow of Paul’s letter to the church in Ephesus:  
Christ, the Head of the Church; the Church as God’s mas-
terpiece; the Church is the building of which Christ is the 
Chief Cornerstone; and now, the call to: 

. . .maintain the unity of the spirit (in the Church) 
through the bond of peace.           Ephesians 4:3 

Now what I would like you to think about for today is the 
contrast to what the world calls unity and what the Bible 
is promoting as unity.  For the world would like to pro-
mote unity for unity’s sake.  Anything goes and we all 
have to embrace it.  And, Christians who don’t heed this 
message are labeled as narrow-minded and divisive!  But 
look at our text.  True unity starts with character:  

Be completely humble and gentle; be patient,  
bearing with one another in love.         Ephesians 4:2   



Return to Ephesians 
Wednesday, August 14:  

Read Ephesians 4:1-16 (Continued) 

The unity the Bible promotes is of the Spirit, and is based 
upon: 

 . . .one body, one hope, one faith, one baptism, and 
one God and Father of all. . .           Ephesians 4:5-6 

This is actually quite an exclusive unity that requires us to 
conform to God’s ways and His plans in order to have 
unity with others who are likewise doing so.  Let‘s focus 
on just two of these:   
1. One faith means one body of truth—that which has 

been revealed and preserved in God’s Word.   
2. One Spirit means that which is spiritual—holy.   
In short, our unity is built around the worthy walk.  Any-
thing else is sin, and that’s what breaks unity within a 
body of believers.  Far from embracing all manner of 
worldliness, this unity is a call to watch our lives and doc-
trine closely that we might maintain the unity fostered by  
the filling of the Spirit, remembering that Spirit is holy.  



Return to Ephesians 
Thursday, August 15: Read Romans 11 

Let’s develop our understanding of the “unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace” by considering both the verti-
cal and horizontal aspects.  First, the vertical.  Romans 
5:1 makes it clear how we can have peace with God.  

Therefore, since we have been justified through 
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord  
Jesus Christ. . .    

In other words, once we are clothed with the very right-
eousness of Christ (justified), the enmity between God 
and ourselves has been removed, and we have peace!  
The vertical is of the utmost importance, as our eternal 
destination depends upon it.   
Now, what about the horizontal?  Consider this, if two 
people have peace with God, what could possibly keep 
them from having peace with each other?  This is the 
unity wrought by the Spirit of God!  This is why the  
Scripture says in Galatians 3:28:  

There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male 
nor female, for you are all one (in unity) in Christ Jesus.  

Do you see the basis for unity in the Church?  It is our 
oneness in Christ!  So, what could possibly keep us from 
having unity with one another?  How about sin?  I am not 
necessarily suggesting some hidden sin; but much more 
likely open sins of the character like pride, stubbornness, 
and self-centeredness.  Naturally, these are likely to dis-
turb the unity among brothers and sisters in Christ (the 
horizontal), and always between us and God (the verti-
cal).  I remind you, this isn’t an admonition for how the 
Church is to interact with the lost, but instead how the 
Church is to interact among its various members.  For it is 
you and I who are to maintain the unity of the Spirit!  



Return to Ephesians 
Friday, August 16:  

Read I Corinthians 12  
Unity in His Church is so precious to our Lord we will 
spend few more days pondering it.  Consider these points:   
1. A lack of unity is at cross purposes to God’s plans for 

His bride:   
. . .just as Christ also loved the church and gave 
Himself for her, that He might sanctify and cleanse 
her. . .that He might present her to Himself glori-
ous. . .without spot or wrinkle. . .that she should be 
holy and without blemish.             Ephesians 5:25-27   
Are you making the application?  Disunity in a fellow-
ship is certainly not the absence of spot or blemish.   

2. A lack of unity compromises mission readiness:  
. . . on this rock I will build My Church, and the 
gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.   
                   Matthew 16:18   
Jesus is not building His Church upon factions and  
infightinf.  In fact, this kind of church has already  
succumbed to Satan’s strategy.   

3. A church with disunity dishonors the Lord because it 
sends the wrong message, as noted in Ephesians 3:9-10.   
. . .God who created all things through Jesus Christ; 
to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God 
might be made known by the Church to principali-
ties and powers in the heavenly places. . .  
Have you ever thought about the possibility that some 
of the stuff that goes on in churches causes the elect 
angels to hang their heads in shame and the demons 
to laugh in derision.  May we never be the cause.   
               Continued on the next page. 
 



Return to Ephesians 
Friday, August 16:  

Read I Corinthians 12 (Continued) 

4. Disunity provides an opening for the accuser of the 
saints—for he is a wedge-driver!  
. . .for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, 
which accused them before our God day and night.  
                      Revelation 12:10   
Satan loves to 
find a little crack 
of disunity within 
a local fellow-
ship, and then 
just drive the 
wedge until he 
causes a split of 
disunity if not 
geography.   

5. A lack of unity 
renders the body dysfunctional:  
But now God has set the members, each one of 
them, in the body just as He pleased. . . And the 
eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of 
you;" nor again the head to the feet, "I have no 
need of you.”  But God composed the body, having 
given greater honor to that part which lacks it 
(honor),  that there should be no schism in the body, 
but that the members should have the same care 
for one another.               I Corinthians 12:18-25   

This topic of unity seems to be quite important to our 
Lord.  I trust you and I both have a growing appreciation 
and will be on guard against any disunity. 



Return to Ephesians 
Monday, August 19: Read Philippians 2 
After investigating the threats to unity, let’s consider the 
kinds of things that promote unity:   

Be completely humble and gentle; be patient,  
bearing with one another in love.         Ephesians 4:2   

These four qualities—humility, gentleness, patience and 
love—could be called the four graces for they depend upon 
the character of the one displaying them and not the merit 
of the one receiving them.  A few things for you to consider:   

1. These four qualities cannot really be displayed unless 
the recipient is undeserving.  You have not really  
displayed patience until circumstances conspire to 
make you impatient!   

2. Humility is to have a low (proper) view of oneself.  In 
ancient times it was used to 
describe a river during the dry 
season.  We have a lot of 
humble rivers around Tucson.  
In the same way, the people 
of God should have a lowly 
view of themselves while at 
the same time an elevated 
view of their position in Christ.  
And, our Lord demonstrated 
this for us, for: 

He humbled Himself and  
became obedient to the point 
of death, even the death of the cross.  Philippians 2:8  

   Continued on the next page. 

 



Return to Ephesians 
Monday, August 19: Read Philippians 2 

(Continued)  
3. Morris defines gentleness this way:   

. . .gentleness is a virtue of the strong, those who 
could exert force to get their own way, but choose  
not to.  

4. Patience has the equally good translation of long-
suffering.  Patience, Ruth Paxson said:  
Is an unweariable spirit that is so strengthened  
by Christ that it outlasts the blasts of pain and  
provocation. 

5. Finally, consider the term bearing in love.  Harry A. 
Ironside defines it this way: 
. . .lovingly putting up with all that is disagreeable in 
other people.  

There is much more we could add, but do you see how 
allowing these four manifestations of godly character 
would go a long way toward maintaining the unity of the 
Spirit in your local fellowship?  It is not complicated, just 
challenging!  

 



Back in Acts 
Tuesday, August 20: Read Acts 26:1-18 

We revere Paul for his contributions: church planter, bold 
evangelist, and Scripture writer.  Yet, what we really 
should revere is God’s power to transform lives.  For in 
today’s reading, we get clear testimony of what Paul was 
doing prior to his salvation: putting saints in prison; voting 
for their death; rooting out Christians from synagogue to 
synagogue; and even traveling outside of Israel to perse-
cute believers.  What caused such a great change?  He 
had a personal encounter with the risen Lord Jesus and 
put his faith in Him.  This resulted in Paul becoming a new 
creation in Christ!  As a new creation, the Spirit of God and 
the Word of God could begin the process of transforma-
tion—in Paul’s case, from a persecutor of the faith to a de-
fender of the faith as we see in Galatians 1:23:   

The man who formerly persecuted us is now 
preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.    

What did it mean for Paul to preach the faith?  It tells us 
right in Acts 26:18, in our text for today:   

“I am sending you (Paul) to them (the Gentiles) to 
open their eyes and turn them from darkness to 
light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that 
they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place 
among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.”  

Paul repented, choosing to turn from darkness to light and 
from Satan to God.  This is a demonstration of the means 
by which we receive forgiveness of sins and positional 
sanctification—faith in Jesus Christ!  God appointed Paul—
and us—to bear witness to these great truths in Acts 1:8.   

“. . .you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”   

For we have exactly the same equipment as Paul did:  
new life in Christ, the Spirit, and the Word!  



Back in Acts 
Wednesday, August 21:  

Read Acts 26:19-32  
Paul’s audience with King Agrippa is a fascinating study.  
Paul begins by declaring his faithfulness to God’s call on 
his life—to proclaim the Gospel to Jew and Gentile alike.  
As he said in our earlier readings, just prior to his arrest:   

. . . I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I 
may finish the race and complete the task the Lord 
Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the 
gospel of God’s grace.         Acts 20:24 

In today’s reading, He goes on to give a summary state-
ment of the Gospel:  

I say nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses 
said would happen—that the Christ would suffer 
and, as the first to rise from the dead, would  
proclaim light to His own people and to the  
Gentiles.                 Acts 26:22-23  

In one simple statement, Paul has connected the Gospel 
to the Old Testament, and his persecution to his belief in 
a resurrected Savior—the Lord Jesus Christ! 
Then, Paul’s boldness for the Gospel really shows, as he 
braces King Agrippa: 

King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets?  I know 
you do.              Acts 26:27 

Paul’s message to Agrippa is this: If you believe the 
prophets, you should believe in Christ as Savior.  Here is 
Agrippa’s response to Paul:  

“. . .Do you think that in such a short time you can 
persuade me to be a Christian?”      Acts 26:28   



Back in Acts 
Wednesday, August 21:  

Read Acts 26:19-32 (Continued) 

Agrippa is expressing one of two thoughts, either:  
 Surprise that he is close to placing his faith in Christ 
 Surprise that Paul thinks he can convert him so quickly 
No matter the correct interpretation, Paul’s response is 
classic and shows his heart:  

Short time or long—I pray to God that not only you 
but all who are listening to me today may become 
what I am. . .           Acts 26:29 

What Paul is, and what he wishes all to be, is a follower of 
the Lord Jesus Christ!  At this, the king rose to depart—
perhaps he was under conviction.  One thing for sure, 
Paul is not wavering, even when his life is on the line, 
from proclaiming the Gospel message.  Oh, that we would 
think this through.  We will never stand before heads of 
state in chains, but we can always proclaim our hope to 
be in the person and work of Jesus Christ!  



Back in Acts 
Thursday, August 22: Read Acts 27 

Acts Chapter 27 is filled with high drama, and reminds us 
of a number of principles that governed Paul’s life, as well 
as ours.   
1. Does God promise Christians that there will be no 

storms in this life?  
Men I can see that our voyage is going to be  
disastrous and bring great loss to ship and cargo, 
and to our own lives also.       Acts 27:10  
Most certainly, the storms of life will come.  What then 
does God promise?  The answer is that He will see us 
through those storms, as we see in Acts 27:22,25.   
But now I urge you to keep up your courage,  
because no one of you will be lost. . .I have faith in 
God that it will happen just as He told me.   

2. We are to trust in the Lord.  Psalm 31:14-15 says: 
But I trust in you, O Lord. . .My times are in Your 
hands.   

We certainly have this illustrated in the life of Paul.  Here 
is a snapshot of Paul’s life of ministry:  

I have worked much harder, been in prison more 
frequently, been flogged more severely, and been 
exposed to death again and again.  Five times I  
received from the Jews forty lashes. . .Three times 
I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three 
times I was shipwrecked. . .     II Corinthians 11:23-27   

Paul’s life was so filled with resistance to the Gospel that 
he could have died many times over along the way—
including the storm in Acts 27.   



Back in Acts 
Thursday, August 22: Read Acts 27 

(Continued) 

Why wasn’t he killed?  Why did he survive all of those life- 
threatening events? 

“Do not be afraid, Paul.  You must stand trial before 
Caesar. . .”            Acts 27:24 

Do you see it?  God still had a purpose for Paul’s life—so 
he wasn’t going anywhere.  When Paul did eventually die 
in Rome, it wasn’t because God had lost control!  Rather, 
it was because his work was done and it was time for the 
Lord to call him home!   
By way of application, God doesn’t promise us that there 
won’t be storms—just that He will see us through them.  
And, He doesn’t promise us that there won’t be dangers 
along the way, just that our times are in His hands.  What 
a blessing to be a child of the King of kings!   



Back in Acts 
Friday, August 23: Read Acts 28  

Did you know that, according to pollsters, recently  
atheism became the largest identifiable religious group in 
America?  (The next two religious groups in their survey 
were evangelicals and Catholics.)  Is it possible that Acts 
28:25-27 describes many in our country today?  

The Holy Spirit spoke the 
truth. . .when He said through 
Isaiah the prophet: “Go to this 
people and say, ‘You will be 
ever hearing but never under-
standing. . .For this people’s 
heart has become calloused; 
they hardly hear with their 
ears, and they have closed 
their eyes.’”   

Seems to be a pretty good fit 
doesn’t it?  The decline we have 
observed in our lifetimes often leaves us discouraged; but 
notice how much worse things were for Paul.  Not only did 
his fellow Jews reject their Messiah, but he was under 
house arrest for two years and had suffered many priva-
tions along the way.  So what does he do?  Does he throw 
in the towel?   

Boldly and without hindrance he preached the  
kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus 
Christ.                       Acts 28:31   

And why did he do this?  What caused him to persevere?  
Some were convinced by what he said, but others 
would not believe.                     Acts 28:24  

We tend to get discouraged by rejection and forget about 
those who respond.   



Back in Acts 
Friday, August 23: Read Acts 28 

(Continued) 
This is our last reading in the book of Acts and we should  
recall what we have learned.  
 In Acts 1, Jesus calls us to be His witnesses. 
 In Acts 2, Peter preaches and many believe.  But  

persecution is quick to follow.   
 The entire book of Acts is a grand drama in which 

faithful witnesses proclaim the Gospel—some respond 
in faith and others reject the Gospel, often violently.  

 Here is the short version of these 28 chapters.  God 
has called us to share the message by which we have 
been saved.  The need is desperate!  Some will  
respond and some will not.   

In either event, our calling is simple—to be found as faith-
ful witnesses when the Lord returns!  And all God’s people 
said, “Amen!” 

...and YOU shall be MY Witnesses… 
Acts 1:8 



Old Testament Characters 
Monday, August 26: Read Romans 15  

As part of our topic rotation, we are going to begin a 
study of selected Old Testament characters.  Of course, 
this begs the question: “Why?”  Today’s reading answers 
that question:  

For everything that was written in the past was 
written to teach us, so that through endurance and 
the encouragement of the Scriptures, we might 
have hope.             Romans 15:4    

So, for a time, rather than working our way through a 
complete Old Testament book, we are going to look at 
some of the characters of the Old Testament who are par-
ticularly noteworthy because of the example they leave 
for us.  Some give us an example to emulate; most give 
us something we need to be careful to avoid.  I trust you 
will find it to be a beneficial way to continue our daily 
Bible reading. 
Now I want you to realize that we are doing this in a day 
where it has become faddish to, as one influential writer 
says, unhitch the Old Testament from the New Testa-
ment.  The reason, among others, is that it allows people 
to ignore what they believe to be all kinds of unpleasant 
things spelled out in the Old Testament.  This error, how-
ever, completely ignores the declarative statement that 
“All Scripture is God-breathed. . .” (II Timothy 3:16)  By the 
way, at the time that was written, the Old Testament was 
certainly more in the writer’s thoughts than the New.   
Look once more at Romans 15:4.  Why might we want to 
study details and characters in the Old Testament?  Here 
is a short list: to teach us, to encourage us, to give us 
hope, and to warn us.  What a grave error to ignore what 
God has provided for us in the Old Testament.   



Old Testament Characters 
Tuesday, August 27: Read Numbers 22 

As you can tell from today’s reading, Balaam will be the 
first of our Old Testament characters.  You might be 
thinking that he is not 
a particularly savory 
character, so why him?  
The answer is that  
aspects of his sin are 
mentioned in both the 
Old and New Testa-
ments.  We do very 
well to understand his 
failings so that they 
don’t become ours!   
Here is the backstory: 
The Israelites are on 
the east side of the 
Jordan and poised to 
enter the Promised 
Land after 40 years of 
wandering.  While they prepare, and unbeknownst to the 
Jews, the king of Moab decides to hire a local prophet to 
put a curse on them.  This is a good illustration of the un-
seen spiritual battle that is always going on around God’s 
people. (Ephesians 6:12)  For we may not see it, but it is 
happening!   
Let me draw your attention to God speaking to Balaam in  
our reading today: 

“Do not go with them (the Moabites).  You must not 
put a curse on these people (the Jews), because they 
are blessed.”            Numbers 22:12 

Continued on the next page.  



Old Testament Characters 
Tuesday, August 27: Read Numbers 22 

(Continued) 

It is interesting to note that Balaam does not seem sur-
prised to be receiving a communiqué from God.  But the 
really important thing is all of the negative consequences 
that follow: the death of thousands, Balaam’s death, and 
a horrible legacy—all the result of failing to obey this 
straightforward command from God.  You see Balaam is 
going to do what we are so prone to do, try to find a way 
to work around what God has clearly communicated.  
The process of trying to get what he wants begins in this 
very chapter when the king of Moab increases his offering 
price.  God allows Balaam to go with the Moabites, but: 

. . .God was very angry when he went. . .  Numbers 22:22 

At this point, Balaam is fixating on pursuing his own 
agenda, which includes a big payoff from the king of 
Moab.  As a result, he has become less spiritually sensitive 
than his donkey.  For the donkey three times sees the  
Angel of the Lord, while Balaam does not.  How often do 
we get fixated on the things of this world so that we too 
lose our sensitivity to the spiritual?  There are many  
lessons to be learned in our upcoming reading.   



Old Testament Characters 
Wednesday, August 28:  

Read Numbers 23-24 
We need to get the rest of the story on Balaam before we 
can start making application.  As Chapter 22 closed in 
Verse 35, the Angel of the Lord told Balaam,  

“. . .go with the men, but speak only what I tell you.”   
In the two chapters of today’s reading, we have a three-
time repeat of the same process: build seven altars, offer 
seven bulls and seven rams, and then, to the total conster-
nation of the king of Moab, Balaam blesses the Israelites.  
To top it all off, Balaam adds a fourth prophetic oracle 
which includes glimpses of the coming Messianic Kingdom.  

The king of Moab is hopping mad, and at the close of 
Chapter 24: 

Balaam got up and returned home and Balak (the 
king of Moab) went his own way.            Numbers 24:25  

Seemingly, after almost being put to death by the Angel 
of the Lord, Balaam wised up and returned home with his 
spiritual integrity intact.   

Continued on the next page. 



Old Testament Characters 
Wednesday, August 28:  

Read Numbers 23-24 (Continued) 
But, not so fast!  For we don’t quite have the full story on 
Balaam yet.  He is going to get severely criticized in  
II Peter, Jude, and Revelation.  In time we will review all 
of these.  But, let me remind you of something we have 
covered in the past.  God closes out His promise 
(covenant) with Abraham in Genesis 12 with these words:  

“I will bless those who bless you, and whoever 
curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will 
be blessed through you.”             Genesis 12:3   

I do not think the importance of this verse can be over-
stated.  The Israelites are God’s chosen people.  Balaam 
was near death in Numbers 22 because he was consider-
ing cursing God’s chosen people.  And, as we shall see, he 
ultimately does die because of an indirect attack on Israel. 
In our day, the Jews are still God’s chosen people.  They 
still have a future in the plan of God.  We do very well to 
bless rather than curse—and that’s the simple truth.  



Old Testament Characters 
Thursday, August 29: Read Numbers 25 

Initially, it is natural to assume that the tragedy of this 
chapter has nothing to do with Balaam.  However we will 
find out he is indirectly involved.  So what is the tragedy?  

While Israel was staying in Shittim, the men  
began to indulge in sexual immorality with Moabite 
women, who invited them to the sacrifices to  
their gods.             Numbers 25:1   

This led to the death of those involved.  Not only that, but 
a plague broke out—direct discipline from the Lord—and 
24,000 Israelites died.  Now ponder these questions: how 
in the world did Israelite men come into contact with 
Moabite women while preparing to begin conquest of the 
Promised Land?  Where did they come from?  How did 
they get into an armed camp?  We find the answer to 
these perplexing questions in Numbers 31 where God or-
ders Israel to take vengeance on the Midianites.  Israel 
does, but brings back a large number of plunder and 
women.  Moses is very angry.  Look at what he says, 

Have you allowed all the women to live?. . .They 
were the ones who followed Balaam’s advice and 
were the means of turning the Israelites away from 
the Lord in what happened at Peor, so that a plague 
struck the Lord’s people.                  Numbers 31:15-16   

It was Balaam who suggested the use of Moabite women 
to bring about the downfall of Israel!  Although he could 
not curse them directly, he suggested to the king of Moab 
an alternative strategy—specifically, to use sexual immor-
ality and idolatry as a means to anger Israel’s God so that 
He would take care of the Israelite problem.  To some de-
gree it worked.  Praise the Lord for Phinehas who stood in 
the gap!  It is a sobering question to ask—would we stand 
for the Lord, or follow the enticements of this world?  



Old Testament Characters 
Friday, August 30: Read Revelation 2 

Time for some application.  Perhaps you thought I was 
reading too much into yesterday’s analysis of Balaam’s 
behavior.  Did you notice Revelation 2:14?  

“You have people there who hold to the teaching of 
Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to 
sin by eating food sacrificed to idols and by commit-
ting sexual immorality.”    

So how did the Moabite women come into such close 
proximity to Israelite men on the eve of battle?  Balak 
sent them.  And where did Balak get this idea?  Balaam 
taught him!  Pretty clear isn’t it?   
Again, let me suggest that although Balaam couldn’t curse 
the Israelites directly, he did an end run on the will of God 
by suggesting a course of action that would bring Israel 
under discipline.  It is also likely that he went on his way 
with a handsome reward from Balak in his pocket!   
Balaam’s sin is still being identified for what it is, all the 
way through until the book of Revelation!   
This is often referred to as the Doctrine of Balaam, and 
we do well to stay as well clear as possible.  Here is my 
definition of the Doctrine of Balaam: 

To follow this doctrine is to obey God’s most recent 
command, while ignoring everything else you know 
about His holiness in order to get what you want!  It 
is to do an end-run on the sovereign purposes of God.    

 



Old Testament Characters 
Friday, August 30: Read Revelation 2 

(Continued) 
Do you see how this fits Balaam’s behavior?  He obeyed 
God by not cursing the Israelites, but then suggested  
 entrapping them in sexual immorality.  Could a holy God 
possibly have been pleased by that suggestion?  Of course 
not!  But Balaam ignored God’s holiness to reap a financial 
benefit.  In doing so, he ignored God’s purposes in fulfill-
ing His promise to bring Israel into a land of their own.   
Let it never be said of us that we have obeyed God out-
wardly, while at the same time pursuing our own agendas 
inwardly.   
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