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Foreword 
I am doing my final edits for this month’s devotional at 
the end of April.  I am hopeful 
that by the time you read this, 
we will be able to regularly gath-
er together for worship and the 
singing of God’s praises.  But 
whatever has happened in the 
intervening four months, this 
much I know—we will have 
found our God to be faithful, 
never leaving or forsaking, and 
in grace meeting our every need.   

Praise God for a heavenly  
Father who loves us so, and a 
Savior who even now intercedes 
for us at the Father’s right hand.  
I trust this month’s devotionals 
will continue to “turn your eyes upon Jesus” as we take a 
final look at worship as a discipline of the Christian Life at 
the beginning of the book, then return to our study in Gala-
tians, and, at the end of the book, introduce the Book of 
Exodus.  

In His grace,  

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 

 



Mission and Disciplines 
Monday, August 3: Read Revelation 2 

Today I would like to consider a few very practical aspects 
of worship.  First, when we understand what worship real-
ly is, we should naturally begin to share our delight in the 
Lord with others.  We’ve been rescued and brought back 
into the purpose for which we were created, how could 
we not want to help bring others back?  Is there a human 
being on this planet for whom Christ did not die and with 
whom God does not desire to have fellowship?  No, not 
even one!  If this natural extension of worship is not part 
of our thinking, then our understanding of worship still 
has room to grow.   

Second, worship reminds us that it is possible to be deep-
ly involved in ministry and yet forsake our first-love.  We 
can clearly see that in today’s reading:  

“I know your works, your labor, your patience, and 
that you cannot bear those who are evil. . . and you 
have  persevered and have patience, and have  
labored for My name’s sake and have not become 
weary.  Nevertheless I have this against you, that 
you have left your first love.”         Revelation 2:2-4  

One way of understanding this passage is to realize that it 
is possible to be busy with ministry and yet void of wor-
ship.  In fact, sometimes it is ministry busyness that caus-
es spiritual barrenness.  We need to watch this tendency 
closely as we get involved in ministry.    

Lastly, worship helps to keep us God-centered rather than 
man-centered.  For it is possible to have a form of godli-
ness without its power. (II Timothy 3:5)  And that happens 
when we shift our gaze from the Lord to such things as 
gifts and personalities.  I trust you can see how essential 
it is to properly understand and engage in worship as one 
of the disciplines of the Christian Life. 



Back to Galatians 
Tuesday, August 4: Read Isaiah 48 

When we left Galatians, we had learned from Paul that 
any Gospel not centered in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ is really not the gospel.  For since: 

. . .there is no other name under heaven given to 
men by which we must be saved.      Acts 4:12 

Then, it is only the Gospel of Jesus Christ that is: 

. . .the power of God for the salvation of everyone 
who believes. . .          Romans 1:16  

In this good news of salvation, God has done all the work 
and the response God is looking for from us is to trust in 
what He has provided in Christ!  So let’s start from a foun-
dation of faith alone in Christ alone as the means of salva-
tion, and make some application.   

First, obedience to the Mosaic Law was the error being 
added to the Gospel in Paul’s day, but what we need to 
realize is that the purity of the Gospel message is going to 
come under attack in every age.  In our day, the list of 
things that mostly well-meaning individuals keep trying to 
add is almost endless—things like law-keeping, baptism, 
ceasing certain sins, surrender, prescribed works.  Some-
times belief in Christ is included, but sometimes it is 
pushed out of the picture altogether.    

I’ll never forget the man, enamored with his level of com-
mitment to God, who said to me, “No one has ever been 
saved by faith in Christ.  Instead, you are saved because 
one day you wake up and decide to be totally committed 
to following after Christ.”   

I’ll have more to say about commitment another day, but 
when you are more enamored with your own personal 
commitment than you are with the commitment of Christ  



Back to Galatians 
Tuesday, August 4: Read Isaiah 48 

(Continued) 
in going to the cross, you are most certainly believing in a 
gospel of another kind altogether.  

Second, it is no better to add our favorite requirement to 
the means by which a person is saved than it was for the 
Judaizers of Paul’s day to add theirs.  Why not?  I remind 
you: We were dead in trespasses and sin and unable to 
do anything about it; God reached in and redeemed us 
with an outstretched arm and mighty acts; and in this way 
all the glory belongs to God.   

 Mark it down, God has said: 

 “I will not yield My glory to another.”    Isaiah 48:11   

So rather than be enamored with what we might bring to 
the table, let’s rejoice in the work of God which is mighty 
to save!  More tomorrow! 

 



Back to Galatians 
Wednesday, August 5: Read Matthew 16 
Let’s pick up right where we left off yesterday with further 
points of application on what it means that our salvation is 
based upon faith alone in Christ alone.  The third point 
explains why we are going to be persecuted by organized 
religion in our day:  

To be against good things as a substitute for God’s 
best, or to be against the right things, but in the 
wrong sequence, is wrongly PERCEIVED AS BEING 
AGAINST THEM ALTOGETHER!   

For example, are we against good works?  Of course not!  
We are not against any good works: 

. . .which God prepared in advance for us to do.  
                    Ephesians 2:10   

What we are Scripturally opposed to is bringing works of 
our own choosing to God as the means by which we think 
we are going to be saved.  Just one verse prior to the 
above passage, we have already seen that our salvation is: 

 . . .not by works, so that on one can boast. 
                   Ephesians 2:9   

Or, as another common example in our day, are we 
against submission to the Lordship of Christ?  Again, of 
course not!  For: 

Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone would come 
after Me, he must deny himself and take up his 
cross and follow Me.           Matthew 16:24  

Notice how Jesus framed the call to submission of one’s 
life to those who were already disciples.  We need to get 
this sequence right!  You don’t tell a lost person to surren-
der, they can only attempt do so from the flesh!  Instead, 
you tell them to believe and clearly communicate the  



Back to Galatians 
Wednesday, August 5: Read Matthew 16 

(Continued) 
person and work of Jesus Christ as the one and only  
object for their belief!  Then, once they are new creations 
in Christ, supernaturally enabled by the Spirit of God, it is 
time to begin the ongoing process of submitting to the 
Lordship of Christ as a way of life.   

Finally, notice the issue of sequence in Acts 19:18-20: 

Many of those who believed now came and openly 
confessed their evil deeds.  A number who had  
practiced sorcery brought their scrolls together and 
burned them publicly. . .In this way the word of the 
Lord spread widely and grew in power.  

Far too many in our day falsely preach, burn the scrolls, 
and then believe.  But the sequence of the Biblical  
account is first saved and then a changing lifestyle which 
impacts the world!  



Back to Galatians 
Thursday, August 6: Read II Peter 3 

Perhaps you are thinking, “Wow—you really take this Gos-
pel thing seriously!”  You are right!  For we have a God 
who is: 

. . .not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to 
come to repentance.            II Peter 3:9 

Thus, how can we not place the highest of priorities about 
the one and only message that is: 

. . .the power of God to salvation for all who  
believe. . .            Romans 1:16  

 



Back to Galatians 
Thursday, August 6: Read II Peter 3 

(Continued) 

In short, this power to save must be safeguarded.  Noth-
ing essential taken away and nothing unnecessary added.   
There will always be those voices that want to take away 
death as the payment for sin—don’t listen to them.  There 
will always be those voices that want to add their own 
works to the once and for all finished work of the cross—
don’t listen to them either.   

But, it is equally important to be clear on the truth that 
the will of God for the believer is our ongoing conformity 
to the image and likeness of Christ. (Romans 8:29)  This is 
a further reason to safeguard the Gospel.  For the Chris-
tian Way of Life is the highest imaginable calling, and 
therefore requires: 

• Supernatural regeneration, which occurs when those 
who believe become new creations in Christ (II Corin-
thians 5:17) 

• Supernatural enablement, which is addressed by the 
indwelling Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:19)  

In short, the Christian Way of Life is a spiritual kind of life 
from beginning to end.   

Why then is it essential to safeguard the Gospel when it 
comes to the sanctified Christian Life?  If we get off on 
the wrong foot by promoting the works of the flesh at the 
start—and that’s the only kind of works that can come 
from a lost person—then we don’t stand a chance at living 
the kind of life that would be pleasing to the Lord.   That 
should be all the incentive we need to Guard the Gospel 
of God’s grace!  



Back to Galatians 
Friday, August 7: Read Galatians 1:10-24  
I sometimes receive letters from persons who say, “We 
would not wonder if all your congregation were to live in 
sin, because you are always preaching against man’s 
righteousness and inviting poor sinners to come to Christ 
by simple faith and to be saved by grace alone.”   

I didn’t actually write the above, Charles Spurgeon did!  
He went on to say: 

But men of the world cannot stand this teaching,  
because it makes nothing of the merits of which they 
think so much.  Tell men that they are a very good 
sort of folk; they will like to hear that.  Give people a 
good conceit of themselves, and they will like to listen 
to you; but that self-conceit is the ruin of tens of 
thousands.  I am sure it is only when we begin to 
say— “I’m a poor sinner, and nothing at all, but Jesus 
Christ is my All-in-all”— that we are saved. 

Spurgeon took a lot of heat in his day for the grace Gos-
pel he preached, but at this point we should expect that 
to be the case for a pure Gospel will always come under 
attack—even when Spurgeon is teaching it!  So today, 
let’s answer the question, “Why does Paul think he has a 
pure Gospel?”  Our text answers in Verses 11-12:  

I want you to know, brothers, that the Gospel I 
preached is not something that man made up. . . .I 
received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.     

The details are sketchy, but we learn from our reading 
that after Paul is converted, he spends time in the Arabian 
wilderness.  Apparently, during some of this time he re-
ceived direct revelation from God. (See I Corinthians 
11:23-f for an example).  So now it makes sense.  When 
you have the Gospel message straight from the Savior, 
you had better be zealous to protect it!  



Back to Galatians 
Monday, August 10: Read Acts 20 

We have rejected the error of adding works to faith in  
Jesus Christ as the means by which a person is saved.  In 
Paul’s words—this is another gospel altogether—and not 
one that has the 
power to save.  
Adding works is, 
in essence, telling 
God the Father 
that the Son did-
n’t quite get the 
job done at the 
cross because our 
works are neces-
sary to complete 
our salvation.   

Not only is this 
contrary to Scrip-
ture, but it deni-
grates the work of 
the Son.  We 
must understand 
that God will not 
accept anything 
on our part, but 
receiving by faith 
the person and 
work of Jesus as 
that which saves. 

Today I want to 
introduce you to 
another error that 
has been added to the Gospel of Grace as proclaimed in 
Scripture.  It is specifically what I call backloading the 
Gospel.  

Continued on the next page.  



Back to Galatians 
Monday, August 10: Read Acts 20 

(Continued) 
Before I discuss this error, let 
me explain why it is called the 
Gospel of Grace.  Grace means 
that God provides and we re-
ceive.  When it comes to salva-
tion, Jesus did the saving, and 
we receive the benefit when we 
respond in faith to what God 
has done.  This is why salvation 
is called a gift in Ephesians 2:9.  
So why is it the Gospel of 
Grace?  That is not what I call 
it—it is what Paul calls it:   

I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may 
finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus 
has given me—the task of testifying to the Gospel of  
God’s grace.            Acts 20:24   

As you can see, the Gospel message occupied Paul’s 
thinking as he saw his life winding down.  I think it should 
occupy ours as well.  And, if that be the case, how des-
perately important it is to get it right?   

So what is backloading the Gospel?  It is to start with faith 
alone, but then add a certain kind of works following faith 
as the proof that you had the right kind of faith to be 
saved.  You should be asking yourself: Is there such a 
thing as the right kind of faith?  Is the proof of salvation a 
certain kind of works, or does Scripture indicate some-
thing else upon which to base our assurance?   Would it 
really be grace that saved us if we needed to produce a 
right kind of works to go with faith?   

These are all good questions, and we’ll try to answer them 
tomorrow.  



Back to Galatians 
Tuesday, August 11: Read I John 5 

Let me tell you something about good works and being a 
pastor.  If I thought there was the slightest Biblical sup-
port for a good works requirement as part of salvation, I 
would be the strongest supporter you ever saw!  Why is 
that?  Because there is a great need for all kinds of works 
around any functioning church, and, if I could use the 
Scriptures to twist arms, I would!   

Now, I hope you know that I am using hyperbole to make 
a point.  There most certainly is a place for works in the 
life of a maturing Christian, but there is no place whatso-
ever for making works a condition for whether or not a 
person has changed their eternal destiny from one in hell 
to one in heaven.  To say otherwise is to attack the grace 
Gospel centered in Jesus Christ and sow all kinds of con-
fusion.   

First, let’s straighten out the means by which a person can 
know whether or not he or she is saved—this is called 
having assurance.   

God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His 
Son. . . .He who has the Son has life; he who does 
not have the Son of God does not have life.  I write 
these things to you who believe in the name of the 
Son of God so that you may know that you have 
eternal life.               I John 5:11-13  

Could it be any more clear?  If you have the Son, then 
you have eternal life!   

But, how do you know whether or not you have the Son?  
Did you see anything at all about having the evidence of 
certain works in your life?  Nothing at all. Instead, we 
know whether or not we have eternal life based upon one  

Continued on the next page. 



Back to Galatians 
Tuesday, August 11: Read I John 5 

(Continued) 
thing—whether we believe in the person and work of  
Jesus Christ!  For that is what His name refers to—who He 
is and what He accomplished on the cross!    

As I said above, those who backload the Gospel by requir-
ing works sow great confusion.  What works?  For how 
long?  Peter believed, but then denied—what about him?  
The Prodigal Son lived in a far land for a long time—what 
about him?  His confession brought him right back into 
fellowship with his father.  Perhaps that is because his  
familial relationship with his father was based on birth and 
not works.  In short, backloading the Gospel is another 
gospel altogether, and simply another error we need to 
avoid.  So perhaps you are thinking, “Where then do 
works come in?”  We will look at that tomorrow. 

 



Back to Galatians 
Wednesday, August 12: 

 Read Philippians 2 
Those who promote works as being a necessary part of 
salvation ignore the Biblical prescription of first becoming 
a supernaturally-authored new creation in Christ, and then 
as part of development in the Christian Life allow God to 
produce good works through us.  It is as basic as letting 
the Bible speak, and then responding in faithful obedience 
to what it has to say.   

For example, Ephesians 2:8-9 tell us how we are saved—
by faith alone, in Christ alone and apart from works so 
that there is no boasting on the part of man.  But then 
look what the very next verse says:   

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand 
that we should walk in them.        Ephesians 2:10   

Who are the we mentioned at the start of the above 
verse?  Why it is those who have responded to the first 
part of Ephesians 2: those who have put their faith in 
Christ, leading to new life in Him and a position in the 
heavenlies!  Further, those who have believed are the 
very workmanship of God—new creations in Christ. (II Co-
rinthians 5:17)   

As His new creations, God has good works for us to do.  
These works were pre-determined by God that we should 
accomplish them.  Might I add that we are to accomplish 
them as guided by the Word of God and enabled by the 
Spirit of God.   

Let me give you a piece of guidance right here: rather 
than looking at your works to try to see whether or not 
you are saved, you should consider whether or not you 
have believed in the person and work of Christ.  This gets 

Continued on the next page. 



Back to Galatians 
Wednesday, August 12: 

 Read Philippians 2 (Continued) 
your eyes off of self and where they belong, on the Sav-
ior!  Once that is addressed, you should be focusing on 
asking God the question, “What have you prepared be-
forehand for me to do?”  As you ask that question,  con-
sider the following:   

Therefore, my beloved. . .work out your own  
salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who 
works in you both to will and to do for His good 
pleasure.             Philippians 2:12-13   

Do you see the startling difference?  It is not about doing 
works to prove our salvation; rather, it is about respond-
ing to the God who is working in us to will and to do those 
works.  This keeps the emphasis where it should be—on 
the Lord.  Or, as Jesus says in John 15:5: 

“If a man remains in Me and I in him, he will bear 
much fruit. . .”   

 



Back to Galatians 
Thursday, August 13: Read Luke 10 

Let’s look at the danger of backloading the Gospel with 
the narrative of Martha and Mary from today’s reading: 

1. We meet two women, both of whom show up in  
multiple Gospel accounts at multiple times.   

2. Those who backload the Gospel with works would  
certainly be pleased with Martha!  She shows the gift 
of hospitality and is busy working up a storm in order 
to provide for Jesus and her guests. 

3. Mary, on the other hand, is not helping with the prepa-
rations.  She is simply sitting in rapt attention “at the 
Lord’s feet listening to what He said.” (Luke 10:39)   

4. Now which one would you suppose is doing that which 
is most in keeping with the will of God?  If they have 
not yet been saved, and there is no reason to believe 
they have yet responded in faith, which one is doing 
that which is most conducive to getting saved?   

5. As the narrative unfolds, Martha asks Jesus to order 
Mary to help.  Ponder carefully the reply of Jesus: 
“Martha, Martha,”  the Lord answered, “you are wor-
ried and upset about many things, but only one thing 
is needed.  Mary has chosen what is better, and it 
will not be taken away from her.” Luke 10:41-42  

Astounding!  Notice, Jesus doesn’t promote works in keeping 
with faith, He promotes sitting at His feet and listening to 
what He says.  That is the better thing!  Martha, on the oth-
er hand, is rebuked for her obsession with works.  Those 
who erroneously pervert the Gospel by adding a requirement 
for works should feel this same rebuke.  Anything that gets 
our eyes off the Lord and on to what we might produce is a 
dangerous error.  As we saw yesterday, should we choose to 
“abide in Christ” works will naturally come as “He acts to will 
and to work according to His good purposes!” (ESV) 



Back to Galatians 
Friday, August 14:  

Read Matthew 26:1-25 
By the time that Matthew 26 comes about, we can make a 
very strong case for both Martha and Mary being believers 
in the Lord Jesus Christ.  For example, in John 11:25, 
when Jesus asks:  

“I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes 
in Me will live, even though he dies. . .Do you be-
lieve this?”                        John 11:25 

Here is Martha’s answer:  

“Yes Lord,” she told Him, “I believe that you are the 
Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the 
world.”                John 11:26   

Notice that Jesus doesn’t say a word about having to have 
works to prove your faith is genuine enough to guarantee 
eternal life.  He simply asks: “Do you believe this?”   

But, how about the case when a believer completes a 
work as led by the Spirit and approved by God?  That’s 
what we have in today’s reading.  I love to draw attention 
to Matthew 26:1-12, and have taught on it many times.  
It tells how a woman anointed Jesus for burial as an act 
of worship and at great cost to herself—pouring out her 
most prized possession as she acted in great humility.  
John Chapter 12 adds that this woman is Mary, the same 
one who sat at the feet of Jesus listening to what He had 
to say.   

Did you note in the reading how the disciples criticized her 
work?  How about Jesus, did He feel the same way?  
Hardly, because He chided them:   

“Why are you bothering this woman?  She has done 
a beautiful thing to Me.”          Matthew 26:10   

 



Back to Galatians 
Friday, August 14:  

Read Matthew 26:1-25 (Continued) 

Jesus then goes on to add: 

 “I tell you the truth, wherever this Gospel is 
preached throughout the world, what she has done 
will also be told, in memory of her.”     Matthew 26:13  

Here is the application: How can we possibly think we can 
declare whether or not a person is saved based upon their 
works, when those be-
lievers taught by Jesus 
for three years couldn’t 
even recognize a good 
work when they saw it 
with their own eyes.  
On the other hand, Je-
sus is so taken with this 
work He bestows a last-
ing commendation. Fur-
thermore, this group of  
critics are all shortly  
going to desert and/or 
deny their Lord.   

Maybe our works are 
not the best test of  
salvation after all!   
Perhaps we should 
more correctly under-
stand works as being 
related to maturing in 
our ability to walk by 
the Spirit and stand firm 
in the faith!   

 



Introducing Exodus 
Monday, August 17: Read Revelation 5 
You may wonder, “If we are studying Exodus, why are we 
reading Revelation?”  Two reasons: 1) If you haven’t yet 
learned the truth that no part of the Bible stands by itself, 
I want to help you grasp this principle; 2) I think you will 
be just blown away by how much God has revealed to us 
in the Old Testament book of Exodus, and how much it 
reinforces and illustrates New Testament truths that we 
hold dear.  Let me give you just one example—consider 
the following New Testament Scripture:  

For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. 
              I Corinthians 5:7 

Where is the origin and background information on the 
Passover lamb to be found?  It is in the book of Exodus!  
In whom do we find the ultimate fulfillment of the illustra-
tion, or type, provided by the Passover 
lamb?  In Jesus Christ!  And, I would 
suggest that a big part of the richness 
associated with meditating upon Christ 
as “the Lamb who was slain from the 
foundation of the World” (Revelation 
13:8) is really only available to those 
who have a thorough understanding of 
its development—beginning in Exodus.   

Now do you see why I had you read 
Revelation 5 to begin our introduction 
to Exodus?  For who is the only one 
worthy to open the scroll in the hand 
of the Father?  The Lamb who was 
slain!  To whom did the four living creatures and 24 elders 
fall down in worship?  The Lamb of God!  And, to whom 
were 100,000,000 angels singing?  The Worthy One, the 
Lamb who was slain—our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 



Introducing Exodus 
Tuesday, August 18: Read Psalm 33 

(Highlight Verses 6-9) 

If the Bible is Revelation from God, do you think the way 
it begins is important?  Does it seem reasonable that God 
would want to set a certain tone and lay a foundation for all 
that would follow?  If so, then have you ever thought about 
why God selected what he did to be recorded and pre-
served?  Of course the cataclysmic events of Creation, the 
Fall, and the Flood would be recorded, but what about all 
the detail in Leviticus and Deuteronomy?  Or, for the purpos-
es of our study, why did He let almost 400 years go by after 
Jacob’s family arrived in Egypt, and then all of a sudden rec-
ord all the specific information contained in Exodus?   

Before we get into the detail of our introduction to Exo-
dus, I would like you to consider the tremendous amount 
of information about God, and what is important to Him, 
contained in the first five books of the Bible.  

Continued on the next page. 

 



Introducing Exodus 
Tuesday, August 18: Read Psalm 33 

(Highlight Verses 6-9) (Continued) 

These five books, especially the book of Genesis, have 
been under relentless attack.  That is because Satan knows 
that if you remove these books from the Bible, then we 
lose much of what we need to know about the nature and 
character of God.   

Let me give you a simple example: In our hour of trial, 
whatever the need might be, we know that God uncondi-
tionally loves us, is with us, and will deliver us one way or 
another.  We know of His love as the “lamb that was 
slain.”  We know that He is capable because it is not the 
least bit hard for the God who spoke the universe into  
being (Psalm 33:9) and named each of the billions of stars 
He created (Psalm 147:4) to do so.  On the other hand, if 
our God is really not this Big, then maybe we don’t have 
quite as much reason to be confident.   

Our brief study of Genesis has, and our study of Exodus 
will, encourage us regarding the enormous capability of 
the God we worship! 



Introducing Exodus 
Wednesday, August 19: Read Luke 24 
I am sure you have noted that we are still not reading in 
Exodus.  I have one more thing to show you before we 
begin.  If you went to seminary today, you would likely 
have a professor who believes the following:   

. . .there is hardly a biblical scholar in the world  
actively working on the [authorship] problem who 
would claim that the Five Books of Moses were written 
by Moses.          R.E. Friedman  

However, if you turned to the Word of God in an effort to 
find out who wrote the book of Exodus, as well as the first 
five books of the Bible, you would find a different view 
altogether!  

Then the Lord instructs Moses, “Write this down as 
a permanent record. . .”            Exodus 17:14 

When Moses had finished writing down this entire 
body of law in a book. . .    Deuteronomy 31:24-f 

And then consider what none other than Jesus Himself 
had to say in Mark 12:26:   

“Now about the dead rising—have you not read in 
the book of Moses, in the account of the bush, how 
God said to him, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? . . .”   

I especially like the following passage from Luke 24:44: 

"...I told you that everything written about Me by 
Moses and the prophets and in the Psalms must all 
come true."    

The Jews divided the Old Testament Scriptures into three 
main parts:  the Prophets, the wisdom literature (including 
Psalms), and the Torah (the first five books).   

Continued on the next page. 



Introducing Exodus 
Wednesday, August 19: Read Luke 24 

(Continued) 
In the quote on the previous page, Jesus is using a com-
mon shorthand to refer to the entire Torah by its author—
Moses!  I just wanted you to know who wrote the book of 
Exodus, prior to beginning to read it.  Moses did, as he 
was moved by the Holy Spirit! (II Peter 1:20-21) 

Here is how we are going to handle our reading of the 
book of Exodus:  

1. This first time through the book, we are going to focus 
upon the things that happen in the first part of the 
book. Certainly the giving of the Law beginning with 
the Ten Commandments in Chapter 20 is very im-
portant.  It is just that by that time we have moved on 
from the initial theme of redemption.   

2. So what we will do as we focus on the first portion of 
the book is to have a short reading in the beginning of 
the book, as well as read one chapter in the second 
half of the book.  In this way, you will read the entire 
book, even though we will have concentrated more on 
the first portion.   

As I am sure you realize, no Bible reading plan can both 
move through the Bible at something like one chapter a 
day and at the same time comprehensively study that 
chapter.  That’s why it is a good idea to keep reading year 
after year.  What I am trying to do with this collection of 
devotionals is to show you that: 1) Every part of the Bible 
adds to our understanding; and 2) The truths of God’s 
Word are integrated in an amazing way.  It is integrated 
so that the whole is what we sometimes call the full coun-
sel of God  (Acts 20:27) and it is more than adequate to 
deal with matters of faith and practice.  
 

 

 



Introducing Exodus 
Thursday, August 20: Read Exodus 6 

We finally turn to Exodus, but why begin in Chapter 6? 
Actually, the best way to start would be to read the entire 
book, so that we could find common themes and other 
unifying factors.  Feel free to do so as you have the time, 
but for now let me tell you what I find to be the unifying 
theme of the book—Redemption!   

We will let the book itself thoroughly define the kind of 
redemption that God has in mind, but for now we can 
roughly define the term redemption as “to rescue from a 
bad situation.”  For example, in the ancient world it was 
not uncommon for a band of marauders to carry off family 
members and sell them into slavery.  To redeem them 
would be to: find them, rescue or pay for them, and set 
them free.  We can readily identify this theme in Exodus 
in such passages as Exodus 6:6-8 and 15:13.    

“I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from  
under the yoke of the Egyptians.  I will free you 
from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you 
with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of 
judgment.  I will take you as My own people, and I 
will be your God.”         Exodus 6:6-7 

We will see that redemption is a glorious theme.  Further-
more, even now we need to begin to consider how much 
the theme of redemption runs through the Scriptures.  I 
find it amazing that the chorus of a hymn precious to 
Christians would have been readily understood by the Ex-
odus generation! 

Redeemed how I love to proclaim it! 
Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb; 
Redeemed through His infinite mercy, 

His child, and forever, I am. 
 

 



Introducing Exodus 
Friday, August 21: Read Exodus 1 

Although they can be very helpful, you should know that 
most of the headings that you find in your Bible are not a 
part of the inspired text of Scripture.  They just help with 
the organization of material.  To that end, I have provided 
an outline that I hope will be helpful in breaking a long 
book like Exodus into pieces so that we can keep track of 
where we are in the flow of the narrative.  Here is one of 
many ways of organizing the flow of the book of Exodus.   

Theme: Redemption (Exodus 6:6, 15:13) 

I    The Need for Redemption (Ch 1) 

II    The Unfolding of Redemption (Ch 2-11) 

III   The Character of Redemption (Ch 12-18) 

IV   The Obligation of the Redeemed (Ch 19-39) 

V   The Legacy of the Redeemed (Ch 40) 

As you read through Chapter 1 for the first time in our 
study, you will see the first heading in our outline: The 
Need for Redemption.  For you will see a people truly en-
slaved, miserable, and in need of redemption!  (Do I dare 
say it sounds like some of the people who live in our 
neighborhoods or are in our extended families?) 

 



Introducing Exodus 
Monday, August 24: Read Genesis 48 

As we get into the text of Exodus 1, that we read yester-
day, let me remind you of something about the name of 
the book.  Like many books in the Old Testament, it has 
two names.  The word exodus is an English transliteration 
of its Greek title, and means something like the way out.  
That is the name by which we most commonly refer to the 
book.  On the other hand, the Hebrew custom was to title 
a book by its first word or few words.  This means the 
book’s Hebrew title is close to: These are the names.  
(The Hebrew title for Genesis is Beginnings or In the Be-
ginning.) 

You might think it a strange way to begin the book by list-
ing the names of the sons of Jacob who went down into 
Egypt.  You are probably aware that there are many at-
tacks on the first five books of the Bible, 
including authorship.  Probably the most 
accepted  
academic theory of our day is that differ-
ent groups wrote these five books over a 
period of many hundreds of years.   

Take a quick look at Genesis 46:8—it is 
very similar to Exodus 1:1-f, except the 
family lines are more developed.  Although 
It might seem to be a strange way to start 
the book of Exodus, what the author is doing is showing 
you the continuation of the story line from the book of 
Genesis right on into the book of Exodus.  This was im-
portant to do because a time period of 400 years had 
passed.  In short, for the purposes of revelation, God is 
telling us that from His perspective the story continues.   

One author, revealing what God desires to preserve 
through history, is a much better explanation of these first 
five books of the Bible than a host of multiple sources! 

 

 



Introducing Exodus 
Tuesday, August 25: Read Exodus 1:6-

14 and Exodus Chapter 18 
The block of text from Chapter 1 prompts a number of 
questions for us to consider: 

1. What about the promises of Genesis 12:2 and 
15:5?  These passages document God’s promise to 
give Abraham descendants like the“stars in the heav-
ens” and to create from his offspring a great nation.  
The text of Exodus makes clear that the promise of 
God as to numerous offspring is in the process of  
being fulfilled, and by the end of the book of Exodus, a 
new nation will be formed.  

2. What can we discern about the new regime in 
Egypt?  Amazingly enough, the 
new ruler chose to ignore the his-
tory of Egypt and Joseph’s role in 
saving its people.  We will discuss 
the ramifications of forgetting the 
work of God in a future lesson.   

3. How well did Pharaoh’s plan 
work?  The text tells us that: 

. . .the more they afflicted them, 
the more they multiplied. . .    
          Exodus 
1:12 

This is what happens when you 
resist the plan of God, or to quote 
a famous New Testament passage: 

. . .to kick against the goads!     Acts 26:14 

4. Lastly, what can we determine about the life of 
the Israelites?  The short answer from today’s text—
their lives were “bitter with hard labor.” 

 



Introducing Exodus 
Wednesday, August 26: Read Exodus 

1:6-14 again and I Corinthians 2 
There are two further gems tucked away in the opening 
verses of Exodus Chapter 1 that are worth developing, 
and so we will take a look at them today and tomorrow. 

Gem #1   
Do you see the tension between the wisdom of men and 
the plans of God?  God wants to form a nation unto  
Himself and decided to do so in the land of Egypt.  On the 
other hand, man (Pharaoh and his court) looks at the situ-
ation and decides the plans of God are of no consequence 
and instead attempts to wrest the situation to their ad-
vantage.  

Consider these further points: 

1. Man’s response to the First Advent of Jesus is the  
ultimate example of this tension.  Consider I Corinthi-
ans 2:6-8 to see this clearly.  God sent His Son  
according to His wise counsel, but: 

 None of the rulers of this age understood it.  

2. In general, what should we know about the wisdom of 
man?  It is “foolishness in God’s sight!” (I Corinthians 
1:25, 3:19) 

3. And how about the plans of God?   

“I make known the end from the beginning, from 
ancient times, what is still to come.  I say: ‘My  
purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please.’”   
              Isaiah 46:10 

In short, there is no wisdom, no insight, no plan that can 
succeed against the plans and purposes of the Lord! 

 



Introducing Exodus 
Thursday, August 27: Read Exodus 1:6

-14 one more time and II Peter 3 
Gem #2   

Pharaoh is going to get himself into a jam of his own mak-
ing because he forgot his country’s history!  You have to 
picture Pharaoh ruling a land made more fertile by a canal 
called Bar Yusef (Joseph’s Canal), and yet choosing to ig-
nore both the name and the blessing to Egypt!  (This ca-
nal is still in operation, and bears this name, to this day!) 

The human race, in general, has a problem forgetting its 
hard learned lessons. 

Those who learn nothing from history are destined  
to repeat its mistakes.       G. Santayana 

Let me give you an example starting with a question: Are 
post-diluvial (this means after the Noahic Flood) human 
beings sensitive to the judgment of God?  On the contra-
ry, according to II Peter 3:3-f, mankind scoffs at the inac-
tivity of God! 

And, it is not just unbelievers either!  What are the Israel-
ites doing just weeks after being passed over by the Angel 
of Death and the spectacular crossing of the Red Sea?  
Worshipping a silly golden calf!   

What did the southern kingdom of Israel learn from the 
destruction of the northern kingdom?  As it turned out—
nothing!  This is one reason why the New Testament  
reminds us to: 

 . . .not forsake the assembling of ourselves  
together. . .”            Hebrews 10:25 

We assemble that we might continually remind each other 
of all that God has done in both history and on our behalf! 



Introducing Exodus 
Friday, August 28: Read Genesis 38 

Before proceeding further in the Book of Exodus, there 
are two closely-related questions that we must ask and try 
to answer.  Let’s look at the first one for today: How did 
the Israelites end up in Egypt? 

I expect you are thinking something like, “In order to be 
preserved from the famine predicted in Genesis 41.”  Do 
you mean to tell me that God orchestrated sending  
Joseph to Egypt first, and raising him to a high place in 
the government just so that the family of Jacob could be 
preserved?   

That raises the question of why God didn’t just send rain 
to Canaan—wouldn’t it have been easier?  How about 
considering these facts as an alternative:  

1. The promise of Genesis 15:5 (countless offspring and 
a nation) started to get rolling with the family of Ja-
cob.         Continued on the next page. 

 



Introducing Exodus 
Friday, August 28: Read Genesis 38 

(Continued) 
2. The land of Canaan is bad and going to get a lot 

worse! (Genesis 15:16)   

3. Genesis 38, which almost seems to have been inserted 
out of place, teaches us something very important.  
Namely, the Canaanites were impacting the Israelites 
and not the other way 
around.   

4. And so, the Israelites 
needed to be isolated 
from the influences of an 
evil culture while they 
grew into the nation God 
intended.  

5. So where could God  
move them?  How about 
Goshen?  A nice quiet out
-of-the-way place suitable 
for an occupation 
(shepherding) detestable 
to the Egyptians! 
(Genesis 46:34, 47:5-6)   

6. So God orchestrated the famine to get the Israelites out 
from under Canaanite influence and sent Joseph ahead 
in order to prepare a safe haven for the children of  
Israel in which they could multiply and prosper.   

That’s putting quite a bit on God isn’t it?  Not for those 
who keep Genesis in their Bibles!  For here is one way to 
state the overriding message of Genesis:  

God is active, able, and purposeful! 



Introducing Exodus 
Monday, August 31: Read Exodus 1:13

-14 and Exodus 19 
We are ready for the second question: Why is God allow-
ing His chosen people to suffer as they are?  This is an 
important and complex question, that is not specifically 
addressed in the text of Exodus.  Let me suggest a few 
things for you to consider:   

1. In order for redemption to have both an appeal and to 
be appreciated, there must first be a sense of being 
good and truly enslaved (lost).  By Verse 14 of the first 
chapter of Exodus, this is certainly the case for the 
children of Israel.   

2. Let’s apply this same principle to more recent times.  
What was England like during the time of the Great 
Awakening when hundreds of thousands responded 
through the teaching of Wesley and Whitefield?   

Continued on the next page. 

 



Introducing Exodus 
Monday, August 31: Read Exodus 1:13

-14 and Exodus 19 (Continued) 
Spend a little time doing internet research and you will 
find the conditions in England were appalling: 75% of chil-
dren of all backgrounds died before their fifth birthday, 
hunger was the norm because so much of the country’s 
grain was converted to gin, and moral depravity was at an 
all-time high.   Even the secular historian William Lecky 
credits the response to the ministries of preachers like 
Wesley and Whitefield for saving England from a bloody 
internal revolution like that which occurred in France.  

Looking at this from another perspective, what do you 
think has happened to the vitality of the church in North 
America since WW II?  If you are like me, there is a 
strong sense that it has declined.  Why do you think that 
might be the case?  Could it be the corresponding in-
crease in material prosperity that has dulled the sense of 
need among the people—especially of the United States?  

Could our current pandemic be an event that will bring 
the people of the world to a sense of their need for the 
Lord just as the hardship of slavery readied the children of 
Israel for their exodus from Egypt? 
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