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Daily Devotional 
July 2017 



Foreword 
As we enter the seventh month of the year, I commend 
you for keeping up with a 
daily devotional and regularly 
spending time in God’s 
Word.  You will find this com-
ing month to be quite varied.  
We start the month in Isaiah, 
move back to our final study 
in the Mission and Disci-
plines of the Christian Life, 
and then begin reading in the 
Gospel of John.   

John Chapter 1 always re-
minds me of the Living Word 
that stands behind the writ-
ten Word.  I trust you will 
come to know Him better as the days unfold the mind of 
God to you.   

In His grace, 

 

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 

 



Return to Isaiah 
Monday, July 3:  Read Psalm 103 

(Isaiah 40:6‐26) 
We are going to continue to extract truth from Isaiah 40, 
today focusing on the theme of this entire nine chapter 
section—the sovereignty of God.  The word sovereign is 
rooted in the idea of that which reigns above all.  So when 
we say God is sovereign over all things, we are making 
the claim that He is the ultimate authority in the material 
universe as well as the spiritual realm.  Did you notice  
exactly that declared in Psalm 103?  

 The Lord has established His throne in heaven,  
and His kingdom rules over all.  Psalm 103:19  

Then, Isaiah 40 lays this out in such dramatic fashion,  

 First in terms of longevity:  
 All men are like grass, and all their glory  

like the flowers of the field…(I Peter 1:24) In contrast to  
...the Word of our God stands forever (Isaiah 40:8)  

 Then in terms of capability:   
Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, 
or with the breadth of His hand marked out the heavens 

. . .or weighed the mountains on a scale?  Isaiah 40:12 

The implication is that this is nothing for God and com-
pletely beyond the capability of man.  But, consider this 
point of application: if God is elevated above all else, why 
would anyone hire a craftsman to cast an idol and overlay 
it with gold and silver (Verse 19) knowing that care must 
be taken that the idol is properly balanced so it won’t top-
ple over (Verse 20)?  Yet, in our day, idols of one sort or 
another abound!  We need to examine our own lives, and 
make sure that we can answer the question of Isaiah 
40:25 properly with “No one or nothing!” 

“To whom will you compare Me, Or who is My equal?” 
 says the Holy One.  Isaiah 40:25 



Return to Isaiah 
Tuesday, July 4: Read Psalm 106 

(Isaiah 40:28‐31) 
By now you are probably thinking, “It is going to take a 
long time to get through Isaiah if we keep spending three 
days on each chapter!”  This chapter is so rich with con-
tent that I just can’t pass it up.  The last four verses (Verse 
28-31) comprise one of the most powerful lessons on 
trusting God that can be found anywhere in the Bible.  
Read them carefully and you will find:   

 God is Creator, omnipotent and omniscient.   

 He is the source of our strength, no matter our circum-
stances—flying with the eagles, running the race, or our 
daily walk.   

 He gives strength to those who wait (hope) upon the 
Lord.  

The word translated wait, or hope, has the root meaning of 
forming a rope or chord by twisting together finer yarns.  
Now apply this imagery in a spiritual context.  To wait is to 
take the promises of God, one by one, and trust them.  In 
doing so we twist together a strong chord consisting of the 
promises of God.  And, as we depend upon Him, He gives 
strength, for whatever the need, that will see us through 
each and every circumstance.   

Then, when we see God allow us to soar, run, and walk, 
here is the result:  

Then they believed His promises and sang  
His praise.  Psalm 106:12  

 

 



Return to Isaiah 
Tuesday, July 4: Read Psalm 106 

(Isaiah 40:28‐31) Continued 
One last point to make: Why would we want to learn God’s 
promises and trust in them?  Is God dependable?  The 
context of Chapter 40 is the absolutely essential answer to 
this question.  Don’t miss it.  For our God says:  

“Comfort, comfort My people. . .”   Isaiah 40:1 

And, He is sovereign with no rival,  

“To whom will you compare Me, Or who is My equal?” 
 says the Holy One.  Psalm 40:25 

 

God loves us and stands above all else!  What more  
reason could we ever need to put our trust in God above? 
 

 
 



Return to Isaiah 
Wednesday, July 5:  Read Isaiah 41 

Again and again, this portion of Isaiah from Chapter 40 to 
48 is going to emphasize the sovereignty of God.  Chapter 
41 does so from the standpoint of contrasting the Creator 
God of this universe with idols made by the hand of man.  
Did you spot the thread of the argument?   

The craftsman encouraged the goldsmith, and he who 
smooths with the hammer spurs on him who strikes the 

anvil. . . He nails down the idol so it will not topple 
. . .For I am the Lord, your God, who takes hold of your 

right hand and says to you, “Do not fear; I will help 
you.” . . .Bring in your idols to tell us what is going to 

happen.  Tell us what the former things were. . .  
or declare to us the things to come. 

Isaiah 41: 7, 10, 13, 21-22    

On the one hand, you have idols made by the hand of 
man who need special help so that they don’t fall over and 
who can tell nothing about the future!  On the other hand, 
you have the Lord, who throughout the history of Israel 
has taken her by her right hand and provided deliverance.  
Hmm!  Where would you put your trust?   

How about our day? Are we trusting in the Lord or idols?  
Perhaps you are thinking the idea of idols is silly for such 
an advanced and technologically sophisticated people.  I 
emphatically disagree!  For many of what we cover with 
the word theory are really man-made idols: the Big-Bang, 
Evolution, and many cultural-isms.  I say this for two rea-
sons.  First, they clearly have the agenda of setting God 
and His Word aside and that makes them idols.  Second, 
their failures and shortcomings are constantly being ex-
plained away like an idol that needs help to keep from top-
pling over.  That, too, makes them idols.  My advice is trust 
in the Lord your God, who takes hold of your right hand to 
help and deliver you. Quit setting that idol upright again!  

 



Return to Isaiah 
Thursday, July 6:  Read Isaiah 42 

The sovereignty of God continues to be evident in Chapter 42:  

“I am the Lord; that is My name!  I will not give My 
glory to another, or My praise to idols.”  Verse 8 

We also have the introduction of the theme of the suffering 
servant in the first block of this chapter:   

“Here is My servant, whom I uphold, My chosen One in 
whom I delight; I will put My Spirit on Him and He will 

bring justice to the nations.  He will not shout or cry 
out, or raise His voice in the streets.  A bruised reed  

He will not break, and a smoldering wick  
He will not snuff out.  In faithfulness He will bring 
forth justice; He will not falter or be discouraged till  

He establishes justice on earth.”  Verses 1-4   

The almost universal Jewish view of this passage is that it 
is speaking of the nation Israel.  Read through it again, 
and see if that is what comes to your mind.   On the other 
hand, can you not readily see Jesus everywhere?  For the 

Father did delight in His Son—for He 
told us so. (Matthew 3:17).  The Spirit 
was poured out on Him (Isaiah 11:2).  
He most certainly did not make use of 
the power at His disposal when He was 
unfairly tried and sentenced (Matthew 
26:53).  At His Second Coming He most 
certainly is going to bring justice to the 
nations as He rules this earth with a 
scepter of iron.  God has been so con-

sistent to tell both the Jews and us what He is going to do 
ahead of time.   As Isaiah 42 says: 

 “And new things I declare; before they spring forth  
I tell you of them.”  Verse 9  

We don’t have much as an excuse, do we?   



Return to Isaiah 
Friday, July 7:  Read Isaiah 43 

Chapter 43 paints a glorious picture of God’s redemption 
and forgiveness.  At the same time, it also shows some-
thing about mankind that hasn’t changed during the centu-
ries between Isaiah’s day and ours—reluctance on the 
part of man to turn to God.  Let me highlight the grand flow 
of the chapter:   

 To a people who have suffered under discipline and 
must wonder if God still loves them, He responds:   

“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned 
you by name; you are Mine. . .Do not be afraid,  

for I am with you. . .”  Verse 1, 5 

 This love comes from One who stands above all else, 
and only He can save:   

“I, even I, am the Lord, and apart from Me  
there is no Savior.”  Verse 11  

 What does God want His people to do?  It is always the 
same. Turn to Him, confess the sin that breaks fellow-
ship, and depend upon Him.  And yet, see how reluctant 
are the people of God to do so.  

 “Yet you have not called upon Me, O Jacob,  
you have not wearied yourselves for Me, O Israel.   

You have not brought Me sheep for burnt offerings,  
nor honored Me with your sacrifices. . .. 

But you have burdened Me with your sins and  
wearied Me with your offenses.”   

Verses 22-24   
 



Return to Isaiah 
Friday, July 7:  Read Isaiah 43 Continued 

Do you see it?  The people refused to bring the very 
sacrifices that were the means of confessing sin under 
the Mosaic Law.  So instead of asking for forgiveness, 
the people continued to burden God with their sins.   

 Finally, forgiveness is always available, if we would just 
repent and confess:   

“I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions, for 
My own sake, and remembers your sins no more.”  

Verse 25 

 With a God who is as loving and gracious as ours—may 
our hearts melt into repentance before we allow sin to  
establish even a tiny foothold in our lives  



Return to Isaiah 
Monday, July 10:  Read Isaiah 44 

Now, of course, the book of Isaiah was written to the 
Jews, the people of the nation of Israel.  The first portion 
was primarily to warn them of coming discipline, and the 
second portion to comfort and encourage them after disci-
pline had fallen.  And let’s be  clear, they didn’t have to 
undergo the discipline, but their persistent disobedience 
left God no choice.  But even with their persistent sin, God 
is ready to forgive and comfort.   

Of course, much of what God has displayed about Himself 
and the way He deals with His people is directly applicable 
to us today.  For He has called us, in the time of the 
Church, to a high and holy life. He will discipline us if we 
persist in sin.  But, He is so, so ready to forgive and re-
store those who will turn and acknowledge their sin.   

By this point you should have picked up on the fact that I 
am trying to take Isaiah’s prophetic revelation to Israel, 
and make as much application to us in our day as possi-
ble.  For that reason, in our short devotionals, we are skip-
ping over much of the direct context regarding Israel, and 
seeking to make application.   

Regarding Chapter 44, I am really going to push the idea 
of application.  You will have to decide if you think it fits.  It 
is very easy to pick up on the theme of idolatry in this 
chapter, and almost a sense of ridicule from God.  Con-
sider Verse 12:  

The blacksmith takes a tool. . . 
he shapes an idol with hammers. . . 

but then he gets hungry and has to take a break!   

 

 

 



Return to Isaiah 
Monday, July 10:  Read Isaiah 44 Continued 

Or read Verses 13-17:  

The carpenter measures with a line and makes  
an outline with a marker... 

...and then he takes a piece of wood out of which he 
makes an idol, keeps himself warm at night, and prepares 
his food!   

Who in the world could ever think that what comes from the 
hand of these two men is really a god?  Anyone who would 
believe this has “a deluded heart” and  

...cannot say to himself. . .is not this thing  
in my right hand a lie?   Verse 20 

And now, here is my application:  In our day,  
we have made both materialism and  
science idols.  You see we make use 
of the material daily and science 
has provided much by way of  
advancement.  But, we have turned  
around and made idols of them,  
somehow thinking our knowledge  
and technology will save us!  And  
when the thinkers and scientists of  
our day twist our advances into an idol, they look just as 
silly as the craftsmen of Isaiah’s day who fashioned an 
idol of wood, and then had to go and get help from their 
friend the blacksmith to make a chain to keep it from top-
pling over. (Isaiah 41:7)   

What silly gods that we have made in our own image!  

 

 
 



Return to Isaiah 
Tuesday, July 11:  Read Isaiah 45‐46 

We have been learning about the sovereignty of God from 
the preceding chapters. Today we have a lesson that is 
going to force us to make up our mind one way or the 
other—not only about God’s sovereignty but also about 
the veracity of His Word!    

Let me suggest that the world will tolerate a kind of Bible 
prophecy that goes something like this, “I predict the stock 
market is going to go through a bear market sometime in 
the future!”  They will tolerate it because everyone knows 
the stock market goes up and down over time. So the pre-
diction doesn’t really mean anything.  But let the Bible 
make a claim like it does regarding Cyrus in Chapter 45, 
and the uproar will deafen you!  For God identifies, by 
name, the Persian King Cyrus 150 years before he comes 
to the throne.  Furthermore, God goes on to proclaim, that 
although Cyrus does not know Him, God is going to use 
Cyrus to bless His people by allowing them to return to the 
Land.   

The world will not tolerate this kind of Biblical prophecy.  
The theories used to explain away this prophecy are end-
less:  a scribe added the name later; there are multiple au-
thors of Isaiah writing after the fact and many other machi-
nations of unbelief.   

But look what God has already told us about this very 
thing in Chapter 46:   

“I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is 
none like Me.  I make known the end from  

the beginning, from ancient times,  
what is still to come.  I say:  My purpose will stand,  

and I will do all that I please.”  Isaiah 46:9-10  

 
 



Return to Isaiah 
Tuesday, July 11:  Read Isaiah 45‐46 Continued 

How else is God going to prove His power than to tell us 
ahead of time what He is going to do—and then do it.  
That is exactly what He did with Cyrus. That is exactly 
what He has done throughout Scripture.  And so, here is 
the issue for us—belief.  Do we believe God really is sov-
ereign over all things including the affairs of men?  Do we 
believe that the Scriptures reliably tell us what is yet to 
come and what He declares is as certain to be fulfilled as 
is the sun to come up tomorrow?  

If not—we need to!  

This completes the devotionals in this block of Isaiah—
you may want to read Chapters 47-48, 

 as you have time. 



The Christian Life 
Wednesday, July 12:  Read Hebrews 10 

Our Mission is stated in many places in Scripture:  

"Go into all the world and preach the gospel  
to every creature.” Mark 16:15  

And with our minds clearly on the mission, we have inves-
tigated a number of the disciplines of the Christian Life 
that can allow us to be more effective in accomplishing our 
mission, things like Bible study, worship, and prayer.  I 
have one more in mind for us to investigate, and it is 
nicely summarized by Hebrews 10:24-25:   

And let us consider how we may spur one another  
on toward love and good deeds.  Let us not give up  

meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing,  
but let us encourage one another—and all the more  

as you see the Day approaching.  

Now perhaps you are thinking, “Okay, I get it!  The last 
thing on his list is—go to church!”  And if you are really 
cynical, you are already thinking, “Of course, the pastor is 
going to say, ‘Go to church!’”  Well, its true, this passage 
is encouraging God’s people to meet.  And in particular to 
encourage one another.  For the rougher things get in the 
world, the more we need it!  But is this an admonition to 
“go to church?”  The word translated church in the New 
Testament doesn’t mean building, it means those who 
have been “called out.”   

For the church is an assembly of those who have believed 
in the person and work of Christ. It is those who form a 
living and vital entity with Christ at its head against which 
the gates of hell will not prevail.  It is this idea of church 
that is meant to put on display the glory of God to the 
watching spiritual hosts.  And, this kind of church is an en-
tirely different matter altogether than the casual statement, 
“Church is at 9:30.”  More to come! 
 



The Christian Life 
Thursday, July 13:  Read Romans 16 

Yesterday we began an investigation of what I am going to 
call “The Discipline of Assembly,” or the gathering of the 
Body of Christ.  Let me give you a few more things to con-
sider:   

 The Church is not a building, but people:  

And the Lord added to the church daily those  
who were being saved.  Acts 2:47 

 The Church, meaning those who are part of the body of 
Christ, were bought at an extraordinary cost!   

Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, 
among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers,  

to shepherd the church of God, which He purchased  
with His own blood.  Acts 20:28   

 Those who assemble as the Church, have a clearly-
defined head, or leader of the Church:   

And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all 

things He may have the preeminence.   Colossians 1:18   

       Continued on the next page. 



The Christian Life 
Thursday, July 13:  Read Romans 16 Continued 

 The Church has both a universal aspect (Christ also 
loved the Church, Ephesians 5:25) and a local, geographic 
aspect (Greet Priscilla and Aquila. . .Likewise greet the 
church that is in their house, Romans 16:3,5)  This means 
our fellowship, although part of the universal church, is a 
discrete local body with Christ at the head through which 
He desires to accomplish His purposes.  The same is 
true of each local fellowship of believers.   

 One last item for today.  It is possible for a local assem-
bly to be many things: 

 Functional  
I know your deeds, your love and faith. . . 

Revelation 2:19 
 Dysfunctional 

Yet I hold this against you. . .Revelation 2:4 

 Everything in between.   

Now are you starting to see where we are going with this 
particular The Discipline of Assembly?  We are called to 
not forsake gathering with other believers that the body 
might not only engage in the other disciplines of the Chris-
tian Life, but might be fully functional for all that God has 
in mind for it to accomplish.  



The Christian Life 
Friday, July 14: Isaiah 40:6‐26 

As we continue to study what I am calling The Discipline 
of Assembly, you should by now begin to realize that in 
truth this is much closer to a call to value the Church than 
it is a call to go to church!  For, the Church is the “living 
entity” authorized by God for the day in which we live and 
through which He intends to supernaturally accomplish 
His purposes.  It has supernatural power and is the epit-
ome of the principle that the Spirit-enabled whole is 
greater than the sum of the parts. Nothing else has its 
standing or its future!   

As valuable and dedicated as are many para-church  
organizations, there is nothing else like the church.  Let 
me give you a few items to ponder in support of these 
claims:  

 Only the Church has Jesus Christ as its head!  
(Ephesians 
4:18, Colos-
sians 1:18)  
Who is the 
head of the lo-
cal church 
which you at-
tend?  Who is 
the head of 
your favorite 
para-church 
organization?  
There is a 
world of difference between those two answers.  For 
that reason the two are accountable, enabled, and his-
torically connected in completely different ways.  

Continued on the next page. 

 



The Christian Life 
Friday, July 14: Isaiah 40:6‐26 Continued 

 Nothing else is sovereignly ordained and functionally 
gifted like the local church.  
(I Corinthians 12:4-f, Mat-
thew 16:18)  God chose 
the Church as His instru-
ment, and then in grace 
gifted it in such a way as to 
make it functional.   

 Nothing else is going to 
prevail against the “gates 
of hell.” (Matthew 16:18)  
Jesus makes it clear the 
church is His and it will pre-
vail.  Even when individuals 
fail, and the church in one 
part of the world goes into 
decline—the universal 
church has supernaturally 
continued century after century.   

 Only the Church is designed to put on display the glory 
of God to the celestial (and terrestrial) powers.  
(Ephesians 3:8-10)  What an awesome privilege we 
have!  And what a purifying principle as we examine our 
areas of ministry and the intent of those ministries.   

 The church is meant to be the primary means of evan-
gelism and discipleship.  (I Corinthians 12:28, Ephe-
sians 4:11-16) The church is God-ordained and en-
abled.  No human organization can claim to hold title to 
the Scriptural warrant we have just reviewed.  In fact, 
the church turns its back on its divine warrant when it 
chooses to become another man-made entity.  That is 
what makes it so sorrowful to behold when the church 
starts to forsake its First Love and become ever more 
worldly.    



The Christian Life 
Monday, July 17:  Read Matthew 16 

The Church is God-ordained and enabled.  No human or-
ganization, even a spiritually focused one, can claim to 
hold title to the Scriptural warrant given to the church:  

 Christ at its head 

 Consisting of a spiritually gifted body, against which 
the gates of Hades shall not prevail  

 Displaying the glory of God to the angelic host 

 His instrument for reaching the lost and nurturing those 
who respond.   

So you can see, that this final discipline of the Christian 
Life has really been about seeing yourself as part of His  
Church.  But perhaps your observation of the church in 
America has led you to a sense of despair and a heartfelt 
cry, “But the Church has failed!”  Be very careful at this 
point.  For, although the Church in America has some seri-
ous failings, do not forget the words of Jesus from Mat-
thew 16:18, “. . .I will build My Church.  . .”  The pronouns 
“I” and “My” are the key!   

So when we say, “The Church has failed,” we are danger-
ously close to saying that Jesus has failed. For He said He 
will build it!  There is absolutely no evidence in the Scrip-
tures that God is going to decide to change His plan until 
He purposefully removes the church from this world.  The 
Church has survived for two millennia, centuries of persecu-
tion, the dark ages, and much more.  Always the Church 
continues through one message—the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  Don’t give up on the Church.  Don’t forsake as-
sembling together so that you might be used of God to re-
vitalize His church.  For the Church is His way —join Him!   

 
This completes our study of the Missions and  

Disciplines of the Christian Life—tomorrow we will  
begin to work our way through the Gospel of John.   

 



The Gospel of John 
Tuesday, July 18:  Read Ecclesiastes 4 

By now you have come to realize my somewhat contrary 
nature.  For today we start a new study in the Gospel of 
John by reading the fourth chapter of Ecclesiastes.  Con-
sider Ecclesiastes 4:12:  

Though one may be overpowered,  
two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands  

is not quickly broken. 

This passage, in context, is dispensing wisdom regarding 
the topic of personal defense.  
However, in order to get the 
point  across, it quickly draws 
upon an observation we have all 
seen in practice—specifically 
regarding the strength found in 
a multi-strand rope.  We are all 
familiar with the twisting of 
yarns to form strands, and the 
weaving of strands to form rope.  
Although the individual yarns 
may be easily broken, the fin-
ished rope is very strong!  From this simple principle, we 
get everything from wire cables strong enough to support 
massive suspension bridges to towing hawsers strong 
enough to tow huge tankers.  

So what does this have to do with the Gospel of John?  In 
the same way that a “cord of many strands” can provide 
great strength, John is going to so skillfully weave together 
a number of strands within his Gospel account.  The per-
son of Jesus, His work as Savior, and the needs of lost 
mankind are presented with such clarity that you would 
think God Himself is behind the message!  And, of course, 
He is!  And so now we have our title:  “The Gospel of 
John:  A Cord of Many Strands.” 



The Gospel of John 
Wednesday, July 19:  Read John 20 

John Chapter 20 not only reveals to us one of the things 
we can expect to find described throughout John’s Gospel 
(miracles), it also reveals to us several of the strands.  

Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence 
of His disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But 
these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 

have life in His name.  John 20:30-31 

The first thing that we notice is that John was selective in 
recording just a few (seven) of the many miracles per-
formed by Jesus.  The purpose in recording these select 
miracles was so that his audience—the readers of his gos-
pel—would believe that Jesus is both the divine Son of 
God and the Savior sent by God.  Furthermore, life, eter-
nal life as we shall see, is the blessing given to those who 
will believe.  And so there you have it—two of the strands 
about which John’s Gospel is going to be constructed:  

 Jesus is both God and Savior.   

 Belief in this Jesus changes everything!    

Now clearly John 20:31 is saying that Jesus is the Divine 
Son of God.  But, what I want you to know, before we 
even turn to Chapter 1, is that John is going to emphasize 
this truth over and over again throughout his Gospel.  In 
the same way, the concept of faith in Christ is another of 
the strands about which the entire Gospel is constructed. 

By the way, it is not faith in a purely human Jesus, who 
couldn’t really perform miracles, and who was a good 
teacher, but a confused man—or any of the erroneous 
constructs of our day.  It is faith in this Jesus, the one re-
vealed in the Gospel of John, the One who is the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life!   



The Gospel of John 
Thursday, July 20:  Read John 1:1‐18 

If we are right about the strands, wouldn’t you expect to 
see them introduced in Chapter 1?  Take a look at Verses 
1-3, 14, and 16-18.  In these seven verses, you have a 
flow of ideas that constitute one of the most succinct and 
content-rich statements of truth in all of Scripture.  Let me 
begin to walk you through it.   

1. “In the beginning. . .”  You now have the attention of 
every Jewish person in the audience, for this is the ex-
act same way their Scriptures begin in Genesis 1:1.   

2. “. . .was the Word. . .”   You now have the attention of 
Jew and Gentile alike—especially those who had been 
exposed to Greek philosophy.   For to the Jew, the 
“word” was an expression of who God was.   
By the Word of the LORD were the heavens made, their 

starry host by the breath of His mouth.  Psalm 33:6   
To the Greek, ‘the word,” or logos, was the impersonal 
essence of the universe.  In other words, the order 
and structure so evident in the universe caused them 
to believe that something was behind the material.  
Now follow carefully what John is saying: go back to 
the beginning of all things and you will find both the 
Word and God—face-to-face with each other and that 
means co-equal.  

3. “Through Him all things were made. . .”  The 
pronoun Him is a reference to the Word, so it is the 
logos who created all things.  John has made the 
clearest possible statement about who Jesus is—
coequal and coeternal with God (the Father) and the 
Creator of all things.   

Notice how, right from the beginning of the book, John is 
developing the first strand in his powerful argument meant 
to draw unbelievers to the Father and strengthen the faith 
of believers!  Jesus is God and, later in this same 
chapter, clearly declared to be Savior! 



The Gospel of John 
Friday, July 21:  Read I Timothy 6 

So far we have a hint of two of the strands about which 
the Gospel of John is built:   

 Jesus is God and Savior. 

 Belief in this Jesus changes everything!   

Let me introduce you to a third strand.  Our reading in  
I Timothy 6 tells us:  

God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords, who alone is immortal and who lives in 

unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see.  
In our previous reading of John 1:18 we should recall:   

No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, 
who is at the Father’s side, has made Him known.  

If we put these together, we have a very important truth.  
God is Spirit and lives in unapproachable light.  However, 
the glory of God has come to this earth in the person of 
Jesus Christ.  When we see Christ, we see the Father 
(John 14:9).  One of the roles of the Son is to reveal the 
Father to us, as well as to carry out the Father’s plan of 
redemption for lost mankind.  This brings us to a third 
strand of John’s Gospel: The intimacy, congruence and 
single-mindedness of purpose within the Trinity!  

Over and over in his Gospel, John is going to make it clear 
that, when Jesus speaks, He is communicating the mind 
of the Father.  When He acts, He is carrying out the will of 
the Father.  Jesus is very direct about this:  

“Anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father. . . The words I 
say to you are not just My own.  Rather, it is the Father, 

living in Me, who is doing His work.”  John 14:9-10   

When Jesus speaks, He is communicating the words of 
the Father.  When He acts, He is carrying out the plan of 
the Father.  When He reveals His heart, He is revealing 
the heart of the Father, for He and the Father are one! 
 



The Gospel of John 
Monday, July 24: Read John 1:19‐51 

Consider the declaration of John the Baptist in John 1:29:   

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him  
and said,  “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away  

the sins of the world!’  

Mankind can really only interact with truth stated like this 
in one of two ways: belief or unbelief!   Now I am not yet 
saying that John has provided proof that Jesus is the Son 
of God or that He is the Savior.  Rather, I am saying that 
he has made dogmatic assertions that are not the least 
ambiguous right from the first chapter of his Gospel.  He is 
going to provide proof in the chapters to come.  In the 
meantime, he is going to continue to unwaveringly make 
these same claims in one form or another in nearly every 
chapter of the Gospel.  We have only one of two things to 
do with these claims—believe them or reject them.  There 
really is no middle ground!   

This brings us to the fourth and final strand about which 
John has constructed his Gospel: Unbelief is the one 
thing still keeping man from his relationship with God!  
We have already seen hints of this earlier in the chapter:  

The true light that gives light to every man was coming 
into the world.  He was in the world, and though the 

world was made through Him, the world did not  
recognize Him.  He came to that which was His own,  

but His own did not receive Him.  John 1:9-11   

By sending His Son to rescue lost mankind, even to the 
point of going to the cross on our behalf, God has done 
everything possible to bring us back to Himself!  But one 
obstacle still remains: will man respond in faith to what 
God has done?  Look for this issue throughout John’s 
Gospel.  



The Gospel of John 
Tuesday, July 25: Read John 21 

Before we return to our study of Isaiah, I want to spend a 
few more days to build your appreciation for the Gospel of 
John.  Later, we will 
again enjoy many more 
days within the confines 
of John’s gospel.    

We have already seen 
John 20:30-31, which 
makes it clear that John 
is going to help develop 
his message by sharing 
with us a number of the 
miracles preformed by 
Jesus, which include the 
turning of water into wine 
at Cana, the healing of 
an official’s son, healing 
of a crippled man, feed-
ing of 5000, walking on 
the water, healing a blind man, and raising Lazarus from 
the dead.   

In addition, in order to build his case, John is going to in-
clude some of the great discourses of all Scripture, that is, 
Christ’s discussion with Nicodemus, followed by His con-
versation with the Samaritan woman at the well, and, of 
course, the Upper Room Discourse of John 14-17.   Fur-
thermore, there will be dramatic confrontations and singu-
lar claims.  As an example of one of these dramatic con-
frontations, Jesus will tell a crowd that He lived before 
Abraham and was the one speaking to Moses from the 
burning bush (John 8:58).  At this point the crowd was 
ready to stone him, but He walked through the crowd un-
touched.                                         Continued on the next page. 



The Gospel of John 
Tuesday, July 25:  Read John 21 Continued 

There is also a great deal of richness built into the singular 
claims that Jesus 
made concerning 
himself, all of which 
are built around the 
framework of:  “I 
am.  .  .”   As exam-
ples recall: I am the 
Bread of Life; I am 
the Way, the Truth 
and the Life; I am 
the Good Shep-
herd.  In time, we 
will investigate all 
of these amazing 
components of the 
Gospel of John, 
and hopefully, 
come to realize 
how skillfully John 

has braided them together to show, among other things, 
that Jesus is the Divine representative from the Father 
and in order to prompt our faith that we might be the re-
cipients of eternal life.   

The Gospel of John is packed with truths that are meant to 
prompt our faith.  I trust that in the lessons ahead our in-
vestigation of John’s Gospel will prompt or strengthen a 
faith response in each of our  hearts.  Let me just close 
today with a quote from the end of John’s Gospel:   

Jesus did many other things as well.  If every one of 
them were written down, I suppose that even the whole 

world would not have room for the books that  
would be written.  John 21:25  



The Gospel of John 
Wednesday, July 26:  Read II Peter 1 

There are those who say, “John’s Gospel is so different 
from the other three, it doesn’t really belong or fit.”  Others 
say that it was written many centuries after the apostles by 
one of the schools of theology trying to make a name for 
itself.   What does the Bible say,  

Men wrote from God as they were moved  
by the Holy Spirit. . ..  II Peter 1:21 

Take any event you like. How often do the accounts of the 
eyewitnesses of the event corroborate in every detail?  
The answer is never.  In fact, the men and women I know 
in law enforcement typically prefer physical evidence over 
eyewitness accounts, and that is because they do not 
have to deal with conflicting details when trying to prove 
their cases.   Furthermore, what do you think happens 
when, instead of a single event, you are talking about a 
period of three years of ministry under ever-increasing 
scrutiny?  You would, of course, expect differences in per-
spective and personality to show up in written accounts.  
Perhaps the following quote from famed archeologist Wil-
liam F. Albright will help reveal the shallowness in thinking 
of those who claim Gospel differences are problematic.   

“One of the strangest assumptions of critical NT  
scholars and theologians is that the mind of Jesus was 
so limited that any apparent contrast between John and 
the Synoptics must be due to differences between early 

Christian theologians.  Every great thinker and  
personality is going to be interpreted differently by  

different friends and hearers.”   

Now, in the case of the Gospel of John, it is quite distinct 
from the other three Gospels, which are collectively called 
the Synoptic Gospels.   

Continued on the next page. 



The Gospel of John 
Wednesday, July 26:  Read II Peter 1 Continued 

In fact, the Gospel of John only shares 10% of its content 
in common with the other three gospels, which is a much 
lower percentage of content than the other three share 
with one other.  To address this, consider that John’s Gos-
pel was likely written much later than the other three—
near the end of John’s life.   As a result, he had many 
years to mull over what might be important to include in 
his Gospel account, especially as it now might apply to the 
fledgling church.  In addition, just consider the items that 
are unique to John’s Gospel: 

 Chapter 2:  Miracle at Cana 

 Chapter 3: Nicodemus Discourse 

 Chapter 4: Samaritan Woman Discourse 

 Chapter 11: Raising of Lazarus 

 Chapter 13: Foot Washing 

 Chapter 13: Upper Room Discourse 

What an invaluable 
contribution, and what 
a blessing to us that 
God saw fit to move 
John, through the Holy 
Spirit, to include these 
precious accounts in 
the Canon of Scripture.  
For, although the inau-
guration of communion 
is not included in 
John’s account, the 
washing of the disci-
ples’ feet by our Lord, 
recorded only in John’s Gospel, should be of similar value 
to the Christian! 



Return to Isaiah 
Thursday, July 27:  Read Isaiah 49 

As we return to the book of Isaiah, we will focus on Chap-
ters 49-57 which speak prophetically of a coming suffering 
servant, who we know to be the Lord Jesus Christ.  The 
servant is introduced in the first few verses of Chapter 49:  

Before I was born the Lord called Me; from My birth He 
has made mention of My name. . . He said to Me, “You 

are My servant. . .”  Verses 1,4  
Now many hold that this is a reference to the nation Israel.  
In fact, the servant is called Israel in Verse 3.  But Israel is 
a Hebrew word that means “one who prevails with God.”  
And just a few verses later decide for yourself if the ser-
vant is more likely the nation Israel or a person:  

 “It is too small a thing for you to be My servant,  
to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those  

of Israel I have kept.  I will also make you a light for  
the Gentiles, that you may bring My salvation to the 

ends of the earth.”  Verse 6   
Here you can see two reasons for God (the Father) to 
send the Servant (His Son, Jesus). The Son is to restore 
Israel to her rightful place as God’s special people and to 
call the Gentiles to salvation.  In our day there are many 
who say God has moved on from Israel to the Church, that 
the Jews no longer have a special place in the plans of 
God.  Even the Jews sometimes feel discouraged:   

But Zion said, “The Lord has forsaken me,  
the Lord has forgotten me.”  Verse 14 

God’s response,  
“Can a mother forget the baby at her breast. . .I have  
engraved you on the palms of My hands, your walls  

are ever before Me.”  Verses 15-16  

God sent His servant to rescue His people which means 
that He is most certainly not done with them.  And as the 
Church, we do well to keep this in mind.  



Return to Isaiah 
Friday, July 28:  Read Isaiah 50 

The language of Isaiah is poetic, powerful, and clearly 
talks about the Jewish people and their relationship to 
their God.  Herein lies a danger for us—we can read this 
book and not see any applicability to us.  In other words, 
we can do our daily devotional and get nothing out of it.  
Bible study is not always about application, but these de-
votionals are meant to be.  So let me try to grab your at-
tention with the gist of what God is saying to Israel in 
Verse 1: I didn’t divorce you (although you deserve it), I 
didn’t sell you to one of My creditors.  You went into exile 
because of your sin, but don’t think My “arm is too short to 
ransom” or “I lack the strength to rescue you.”  

You see God loves the Israelites with an everlasting love 
and He loves those who become children of God during 
the age of the Church with an equally fervent love.  This is 
the way that God deals with those who belong to Him!  He 
may discipline for sin, but the message of both the Old 
and New Testaments make His position clear:  

 Who shall separate us from the love of  God that is in 
Christ Jesus? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or 
famine or nakedness or danger or sword. . . No, in all 

these things we are more than conquerors through Him 
who loved us. . .nor anything else will be able to separate 
us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Romans 8:35-39  
And how is that very same love displayed in Isaiah Chap-
ter 50 by the suffering servant, the Christ of Romans 8?   

“I offered My back to those who beat Me, My cheeks to 
those who pulled out My beard; I did not hide My face 

from mocking and spitting.”  Verse 6 

Do you see the coming crucifixion in these lines?  Old or 
New Testaments, this suffering servant is the anointed 
One of God to save us from our sin and rebellion!  

 



Return to Isaiah 
Monday, July 31:  Read Isaiah 51 

The degree of revelation changes, as does the entity 
through whom God is working, but the message of de-
pendent trust upon God and His salvation is timeless.  Let 
me show you.  Chapter 51 begins with God addressing 
those faithful to Him:   

“Listen to Me, you who pursue righteousness  
and who seek the Lord.”  Verse 1a 

God immediately tells this godly remnant where to focus:  

 “Look to the rock from which you were cut and to the 
quarry from which you were hewn.”  Verse 1b 

Despite all the difficulties Israel will face, God tells them:  

“But My salvation will last forever, My righteousness 
will never fail. . .Do not fear the reproach of men or be  

terrified by their insults. . .My righteousness will last 
forever, My salvation through all generations.”  Verses 6-8 

Now this passage has a Jewish context and requires an 
understanding of God’s plan for the Jews beyond the 
scope of today’s lesson.  Instead, let’s prove the point that  
trust is timeless.  Does God call us during the age of the 
Church to listen to His voice?  Of course He does (John 
10:14-16).  We are told to look to the Rock from which we 
were cut for we are to “fix our eyes upon Jesus, the author 
and perfecter of our faith.” (Hebrews 12:2)  And does the 
concept of righteousness and salvation really stand firm?  
We are justified—declared righteous through faith in Christ 
(Roman 3:22)—and through that same faith receive eter-
nal life (John 3:18).  And who exactly is it that keeps us?  
Thankfully, God makes it clear:   

To those who have been called, who are loved by God the 
Father, and kept by Jesus Christ: Mercy, peace and love 

be yours in abundance.  Jude 1:1-2 
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