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Foreword 
As we begin the second half of the year with our 2019 
Daily Devotions, we will spend time reading and reflecting 
upon the books of Ephesians, 
Daniel, and Acts.  And, as you 
have learned by now, our devo-
tions will contain many support-
ing passages as well.   
We will be finishing the book of 
Daniel this month, and I think 
you will find the conclusion full 
of far-reaching prophecy.   
As always, I pray that you will 
be blessed by your time in 
God’s Word by coming into a 
deeper relationship with the Living Word who stands  
behind the written Word.   
In His grace,  
 
Kevin Redig 
 
 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1982 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 
 



Lessons from Ephesians 
Monday, July 1: Read Ephesians 2:10-22  

We aren’t going to make it any further than Verse 10 in 
discussing today’s reading:  

For we are God’s 
workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which 
God prepared in  
advance for us to do.  

This verse has both cor-
porate (the Church) and 
individual ramifications.  
Let’s deal with the individ-
ual ramifications today.  
When people begin to un-
derstand that the grace of 
God “has provided every-
thing we need for life and godliness,” (II Peter  1:3) it is 
very common for them to question the role of works in 
the Christian Life.  Surely God wants us to do something!  
He does and, to that end, this verse can be very enlight-
ening.   
Let’s break it down into manageable pieces:  
1. The passage is clear.  As those who are in Christ, we 

are to do good works!   
2. These works have been prepared in advance.  They 

are in the mind of God, and they are specific.  So 
much of the pressure to do good works as a Christian 
is almost irrespective of God’s will.  The attitude is that 
we should just get out there and get to work, and typi-
cally every Christian gets the same list! 

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Ephesians 
Monday, July 1: Read Ephesians 2:10-22  

(Continued) 
3. How often do we slow down, do less work in the short 

term, so that we might listen to what the Lord has to 
say?  Do you think it is remotely possible that God 
wants to keep these works a secret?  Of course not.  If 
you and I seek Him, and wait upon Him, He will “direct 
our paths.”  (Proverbs 3:5-7) 

4. Now, if we do the works which God has prepared,  
using the enablement He provides, then we show our-
selves to the watching world to be “God’s workman-
ship.”   Who do you think gets the glory when we do 
that?  God does, and that’s compatible with His plans 
and purposes.   

So, what I am suggesting is a bit more emphasis on wait-
ing upon the Lord and following His leading.  That leads to 
a little bit less emphasis on squeezing out any old kind of 
work.  That’s how we bring glory to God.  



Lessons from Ephesians 
Tuesday, July 2: Read Romans 8:1-14  

Would you agree that God has called every one of His 
children to good works, to bear fruit that is to the glory of 
God?  Both our understanding of Christianity and yester-
day’s devotional should cause us to answer, “Of course!”   
The question becomes, “How do we do this?”  There are a 
lot of wrong answers out there—answers that sound good 
but have no power to accomplish that which God desires.  
Those wrong answers are based upon willpower and a vi-
brant personality, and those things are not the Christian 
Life.  Consider the following quote:  

It is time for us to see the necessity of going beyond 
the love motive to the life motive. Our consecration, 
surrender, or commitment will never hold up if it is 
our responding to Him from any other motivation than 
the response of His life in us.  Yielding to Him on any 
different basis will simply amount to our trying to live 
for Him in the self-life.   Miles J. Stanford 

Although challenging, is this quote Scriptural?  I believe it 
is!  As for being incapable of living the Christian Life:  

. . .those who are in the flesh cannot please God.  
                      Romans 8:8   

Well then, how do we please God and from what source? 
 I have been crucified with Christ, and I no longer 
live, but Christ lives in me. . .        Galatians 2:20   

It is the new life that needs to be manifest and to which 
we need to surrender.  It is this new life that we need to 
present to God as those being alive from the dead. 
(Romans 6:13)  The word present means to put at one’s 
disposal, to surrender.  Now, when the new life we have 
in Christ is put at God’s disposal, note two things:  1) It is 
natural to produce good works—fruit that lasts; and 2)  
God gets the glory for what He can do through us!  



Lessons from Ephesians 
Wednesday, July 3: Read Acts 15 

Because we have 2000 years of Church history behind us,  
we often don’t realize that the early church had a Gentile 
problem.   From the time of Abraham forward, God’s plan 
of redemption had been very Jew-centered.  Jesus was 
Jewish and He was the promised Jewish Messiah.  And 
even then, with the advent of the Church in Acts 2, it 
started with Jewish converts.    
As we continue our study of Ephesians 2, the Gentile 
problem is clearly documented, for they are said to be:  
 The uncircumcised (not part of the covenant people) 
 Not recipients of the promise of a Messiah 
 Not the chosen people 
 Not part of the covenantal promises (land, offspring 

and kingdom)  
No wonder Ephesians describes Gentiles as: 

. . .strangers from the covenants of promise, having no 
hope, and without God in the world. . .     Ephesians 2:12 



Lessons from Ephesians 
Wednesday, July 3: Read Acts 15 

(Continued) 
Now are you surprised to know that the solution to the 
Gentile problem is found in the Lord Jesus Christ?  Reflect 
on the following verse and realize this is our heritage, our 
means of receiving redemption:    

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far 
away have been brought near through the blood of 
Christ.         Ephesians 2:13 

Consider the following:   
 You and I, as Gentiles, were far away in terms of the 

plans and purposes of God.   
 We were brought near in Christ!  In fact, for the past 

2000 years we have been right in the thick of God’s 
plans and purposes because today His Church is 
largely Gentile.   

 What could possibly allow for such a change, such a 
blessing?  Nothing but the blood of Jesus!  Jew and 
Gentile have been made one by means of the finished 
work of the cross.   

Although promises to Israel are yet to be fulfilled, during 
this time of the Church, ethnicity, gender, and social 
status are not the issue.  You can see this is so in today’s 
reading:   

Men and brethren, you know that a good while ago 
God chose among us, that by my mouth the Gentiles 
should hear the word of the gospel and believe.  So 
God, who knows the heart, acknowledged them by 
giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He did to us,  
and made no distinction between us and them,  
purifying their hearts by faith.           Acts 15:7-9  



Lessons from Ephesians 
Thursday, July 4:  

Read Ephesians 2:17-22 
The end of Ephesians 2 speaks of Jew and Gentiles being:  

. . .fellow citizens. . .and members of God’s house-
hold, built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets with Christ Jesus Himself as the chief  
cornerstone.  In Him the whole building is joined 
together and rises to become a holy temple in the 
Lord.              Ephesians 2:19-21    

The above is a reference to the Church, of which Jesus is 
the Cornerstone, and within which there is no difference 
between Jew and Gentile, male or female, slave or free!  
Let me ask you to think about a very important point re-
garding the purpose of the Church from God’s perspective 
(and, of course, that’s the only perspective that matters).   

 



Lessons from Ephesians 
Thursday, July 4:  

Read Ephesians 2:17-22 (Continued) 
Choose one of the following two options:    
 View 1: The Church’s role is primarily to represent 

Christ on earth in such a way that lost people get 
saved (brought into the kingdom of Jesus Christ), and, 
once saved, grow into the spiritual fullness that is part 
of the so-great salvation provided in Christ.  The Gos-
pel, then, is a message of personal salvation through 
faith alone in Christ alone.  It includes a spiritual birth 
and remission of sins.  And, it is certainly natural for 
the saved portion of any society to have a positive 
benefit upon it.   

 View 2:  The Church’s primary role is one of being an 
agent of social change—bettering the condition and lot 
of men.  In doing so, human society will be salvaged, 
for all the evils in society stem from social injustice of 
one kind or another.  A reconstructed society will lead 
to reformed individuals.   

Which view did you choose?  Here are a couple of distinc-
tions to note:   
1. This is not to say that View 1 doesn’t care about social 

ills.  It is just a matter of your perspective on the role 
of the church—top down or bottom up. 

2. Those who advocate View 1 tend to use the Bible as a 
source of truth and take it literally.  Those who advo-
cate View 2 take the Bible as a rough guide, limit its 
modern day relevancy, and tend to interpret it very 
loosely.  Ponder these two views until tomorrow.   



Lessons from Ephesians 
Friday, July 5: Read Proverbs 29  

Have you made up your mind about the God-ordained role 
of the Church?  Consider the early church as recorded in 
the Book of Acts.  Did the early Church focus upon the 
evils of Roman rule and other types of social injustice 
(View 2)?  Not according to the record in Acts.  What we 
have recorded in Scripture looks like person-to-person sal-
vation, rather than an effort to reform society. Consider 
the narratives regarding the Day of Pentecost, Saul of Tar-
sus, Simon the Sorcerer, the Ethiopian Eunuch, and the 
Philippian jailor.  These are accounts of individual people 
getting saved—entering into a personal, faith-based rela-
tionship with God the Father through the Son (View 1).   
Now let me show you an interesting corollary.  The trans-
formation that occurred in Paul’s life had nothing to do 
with solving the social justice riddle.  Rather, it was the 
result of a personal encounter with Christ.  Then, once he 
was saved, he stopped perpetuating social justice by  
hauling innocent people off to jail.  There is a principle 
here: if you want to address social injustice, you need to 
do so indirectly.  For the means is getting lost people 
saved, one person at a time, and then helping them to 
grow in grace and knowledge.  That’s the best and most 
effective way of impacting society.   You see, we need to 
be brought near to God and be in Christ:   

. . .now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away 
have been brought near through the blood of Christ.  

Ephesians 2:13 
Then, much in the way of social ills will begin to take care 
of themselves—and it will be for real!   

The righteous care about justice for the poor, but 
the wicked have no such concern.         Proverbs 29:7  



Return to Acts 
Monday, July 8: Read Acts 21:1-25  

Let’s particularly note in today’s reading that Paul most 
certainly has been warned any number of times that  
severe trials lie ahead of him in Jerusalem—here’s his  
response in Acts 21:13:   

I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in 
Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.  

For further understanding of Paul’s position, we can add 
this earlier passage: 

 . . .I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I 
may finish the race and complete the task the Lord 
Jesus has given me, the task of testifying to the 
Gospel of God’s grace.      Acts 20:24   

Paul makes it clear that he is ready to die in bearing  
witness to the only message that can save lost mankind—
the Gospel of God’s grace!  In a nutshell, that message is: 
the Son of God took on humanity, died bearing our sins 
that the justice of God would be satisfied, that whosever 
believeth in Christ shall not perish but have eternal life.   

Continued on the next page. 



Return to Acts 
Monday, July 8: Read Acts 21:1-25 

(Continued) 
But this should prompt us to ask questions like, “Paul, 
why Jerusalem?  Why not somewhere else more receptive 
to the Gospel and less hostile?”  The book of Acts does 
not tell us why Paul was so bound and determined to go 
to Jerusalem.  I suspect it had something to do with the  
special affection he had for his Jewish brethren.  We see 
this throughout Chapters 9-11 of the book of Romans.  
Here is just a sampling:   

Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for 
the Israelites is that they may be saved.  

  Romans 10:1    
For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut 
off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of 
my own race, the people of Israel.        Romans 9:3-4   

Thus, not only Paul’s love for the Gospel, but also his de-
sire that his Jewish brothers and sisters would respond to 
the Gospel, is what drove him to Jerusalem.   
So here is a 
poignant ques-
tion: With 
whom are you 
and I driven to 
share the Gos-
pel?  Would we 
be willing to do 
so in the face 
of trials?  Paul 
was!   

  



Return to Acts 
Tuesday, July 9: Read Galatians 4 

As we read yesterday, Paul is warmly greeted by the 
Christians in Jerusalem.  Shortly after arriving, Paul meets 
with the head of the Jerusalem church, James, as well as 
the church elders.   
What happens next is an exchange of ministry reports.  
Paul describes what is happening among the Gentiles. 
James describes the response of the Jews in Jerusalem.  
At this point, I hope you noted the discordant note in 
James’ report.  For he says: 

. . .You see, brother, how many thousands of Jews 
have believed, and all of them are zealous for the 
Law.”         Act 21:20   

Jews in Israel getting saved is a very good thing.  But 
what about all of them being zealous for the Law?  During 
this time of the Church, has God called us to hold out the 
Gospel and make converts zealous for the Law?  In fact, I 
am amazed that there was no recorded retort from Paul.  
For, as we read today, this is the Apostle who wrote:  

But now that you know God—or rather are known 
by God (are believers)—how is it that you are turning 
back to those weak and miserable principles?  Do 
you wish to be enslaved by them all over again?   

Galatians 4:9 

Later in the same book Paul writes even more pointedly 
on the subject: 

You who are trying to be justified by law have been 
alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from 
grace.             Galatians 5:4   

Continued on the next page.  

 



Return to Acts 
Tuesday, July 9: Read Galatians 4 

(Continued) 
I can’t explain how the great apostle of grace took this 
report on promoting zeal for the Law among new converts 
without responding, for it was a total contradiction to his 
own ministry.  Perhaps he was trying to go along to get 
along.  Then, to make matters worse, at James’ insis-
tence, he agrees to join in with a Jewish ritual so that the 
Jews in Jerusalem will know: 

 . . .that you yourself are living in obedience to the 
Law.        Acts 21:24  

Was Paul living in obedience to the Law?  Hardly!  The 
dietary restrictions alone would have been impossible on 
his missionary travels.  This was the apostle who dogmati-
cally claimed that every born-again Christian has: 

 . . .died to the Law through the body of Christ!   
               Romans 7:4  

I wonder how this is going to work out?  I am guessing, 
not well!   



Return to Acts 
Wednesday, July 10: Read Acts 21:26-40 
Let’s start at the end of Chapter 21 where we find Paul 
under Roman arrest, bound in chains, and about to plead 
with the Jewish crowd who is seeking to kill him.  How did 
we go from Paul’s ill-advised agreeing to participate in 
Jewish ritual to the events of the last part of this chapter?  
Let me give you a principle of application to ponder:  
religion will always attack Christianity and its message of 
grace—always!  It doesn’t matter if it is Hindus in the very 
country where Christians built hospitals and ministered to 
the poor for decades, Moslems who bring the sword of 
Islam against the message of love, or even legalistic 
groups, like the Pharisees, who want everyone to toe the 
line—their line!   Of course, I would be remiss if I didn’t 
add to the list of persecutors, secular governments that 
do not like the Christian moral message.   
Now let’s see if this fits the narrative of Acts 21.  What did 
Paul do?  He participated in a Jewish ritual lasting seven 
days and followed every requirement of the Law.  He was 
then falsely accused by a number of out-of-town Jews, 
and before you know it, a riot had broken out with Paul 
on the receiving end of a severe beating.  Do you see it?  
All it takes to attract trouble is a false accusation, a twist-
ing of the message of Christianity, and the determination 
to protect your own religious (or secular) preferences no 
matter what the cost. 
Here is a second principle of application: I think Paul may 
have compromised the message of grace through an  
effort to appease the religious community.  In reality, 
there is no way to appease that which is fundamentally 
opposed to God and His ways.  Unfortunately, Paul has 
learned that the hard way.  From the best of intentions 
comes a severe beating and a narrow escape from death.   



Return to Acts 
Thursday, July 11: Read Acts 22 

Acts 22 begins with: 
When they heard him (Paul) speak to them in  
Aramaic, they became very quiet.     Acts 22:2   

What follows is Paul’s testimony regarding his conversion 
and ministry.  Since we know the backstory, I enjoy read-
ing this condensed version.  Perhaps it can be a model for 
our own testimony.  Here is a simple breakdown:  
1. He starts with his Jewish heritage: 

 . . .just as zealous for God as any of you are today.   I 
persecuted this Way to the death. . .         Acts 22:3-4 

2. But then he speaks of his conversion, telling how the 
Lord appeared and asked: 

 “Saul! Saul!  Why do you persecute me?”    Acts 22:7  
This Voice revealed itself to be Jesus of Nazareth in 
Verses 7-8.   



Return to Acts 
Thursday, July 11: Read Acts 22 (Continued) 
3. Paul then tells how, shortly after that, he was given 

God’s particular calling on his life by Ananias:  
You will be His (Jesus’) witness to all men of what 
you have seen and heard.    Acts 22:15 
And this ministry is something Paul was doing at that 
very moment in the face of a hostile audience.   

4. God commissioned Paul with a very specific ministry:  
 “Go; I will send you far away to the Gentiles.”   

Acts 22:21   

There was no response from the crowd when Paul 
claimed that it was Jesus of Nazareth who spoke to 
him from heaven.  But things changed at the conclu-
sion of his message.  We’ll discuss this tomorrow.    

In the meantime, here is my testimony following the 
above pattern (try it yourself ):   

I was raised in a religious home with devout parents.  
I laughed at the first devout Christians I met because 
of their zeal for spiritual things.  But their patient min-
istry to me gave the Holy Spirit the ammunition to 
convict me of my sin before a holy God.  As a result, I 
placed my faith in Christ for my eternal salvation and 
can testify to the Lord’s faithfulness ever since.  I 
never heard a voice from God that said, “Go!”, but I 
have persistently felt His leading to study and teach 
His Word.   

May we all be found as faithful in God’s individual calling 
upon our lives as was Paul.   



Return to Acts 
Friday, July 12: Read Isaiah 49 

In yesterday’s reading, we see Paul’s appeal to the people 
and their response:  

Then they raised their voices and shouted, “Rid the 
earth of him!  He’s not fit to live.”   Acts 22:22   

Wow!  What blasphemy could have caused them to react 
so violently.  The answer to this question should really 
catch our attention.  Here is Paul’s terrible statement:  

Then the Lord said to me, “Go; I will send you far 
away to the Gentiles.”      Acts 22:21   

Because Paul took the message of salvation to Gentiles, 
the Jews wanted to kill him.  Because he implied that God 
cared about the Gentiles, they wanted to rid the earth of 
him.  They obviously had a pretty low view of Gentiles.  
By the way, that’s you and me!   Now, was their view 
based upon Scripture or was it an figment of their own 
imaginations?  Today’s reading should settle that issue:  

 “It is too small a thing for You to be My servant to 
restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of 
Israel I have kept.  I will also make You a light for 
the Gentiles, that You may bring My salvation to the 
ends of the earth.”          Isaiah 49:6   

In context, this is one of a group of chapters talking about 
the suffering servant—the Messiah.  Notice the Messiah is 
going to restore the northern and southern kingdoms, 
then become a light for the Gentiles and bring God’s sal-
vation to the ends of the earth.  God’s heart all along was 
for His chosen people to be a light for the rest of the 
world.  Instead, they tried to form a holy huddle excluding 
all others.  Now a question of application: do we some-
times look down on the lost because of their pagan ways, 
or see them as precious souls for whom Christ died?  



Finishing Daniel 
Monday, July 15: Read Matthew 24:1-29 

Although we are reading Matthew, we are actually back in 
our study of Daniel. Let’s start with this statement by Jesus:  

“So when you see standing in the holy place the 
abomination that causes desolation, spoken of 
through the prophet Daniel—let the reader under-
stand. . .”          Matthew 24:15 

This unmistakable prophecy is mentioned several times in 
Daniel, including Daniel 9:27 and 12:11.  Note carefully, 
that at the time of Christ it had not yet been fulfilled—for 
Jesus is clearly speaking of the future.  Furthermore, 
nothing has happened to fulfill this prophecy since the 
time of Jesus.  And, in fact, in our day, it cannot be ful-
filled until the Temple is rebuilt.  Now let’s connect a 
prophecy from tomorrow’s reading in Daniel 12:  

“At the time Michael, the great prince who protects 
your people, will arise.  There will be a time of dis-
tress such as has not happened from the beginning 
of the nations until then.”        Daniel 12:1    

Once again, let’s match this to the text of Matthew 24: 
 “For then there will be great distress, unequaled 
from the beginning of the world until now—and 
never to be equaled again.  If those days had not 
been cut short, no one would survive. . . ”    
            Matthew 24:21-22   

Certainly, both passages talk about a terrible time, and I 
suggest they are talking about the same time period.  For 
that reason, this time is often referred to as a time of 
tribulation.  Some teach this occurred with the fall of Jeru-
salem in 70 AD.  This certainly was a time of tribulation 
for the Jews, but as you read in Matthew 24, this is going 
to be a time of tribulation for the whole world—making 
this a time yet to come!   



Finishing Daniel 
Tuesday, July 16: Read Daniel 12 

Although this closing chapter of Daniel is short, it is filled 
with all kinds of information regarding as of yet unfulfilled 
prophecy and raises many questions.  Here are a few 
things to note in this chapter:   
1. The time period in this prophecy will be a time of un-

equaled distress on earth.  
2. Believing Jews will be saved out of the Tribulation.   
3. There will be a resurrection of many from the dead.  
4. The worst part of the Tribulation—the time following 

the establishment of the abomination in the temple— 
will last for a period of 3.5 years. 

5. At that point, the Tribulation will be over and a time of 
blessing will begin for those who are saved.   

 

The Great Tribulation 



Finishing Daniel 
Tuesday, July 16: Read Daniel 12 

(Continued) 
As I mentioned, there is a lot packed into a few verses.  
We discussed the Tribulation yesterday, and you can find 
much more detailed information about this time beginning 
in Revelation Chapter 6.   
For today, let’s look at two passages which demonstrate 
the deliverance of the Jews at that future time.  The book 
of Zechariah has much to say about Israel’s future.  This 
verse in Zechariah 13:8 connects their future with the 
Tribulation:  

 “In the whole land,” declares the Lord, “two-thirds 
will be struck down and perish. . . .”   

As you can see, the Tribulation is going to be very hard on 
the Jewish people.  But this tremendous pressure on the 
Jewish people is going to lead to a marvelous response by 
some, as the rest of Verse 8 and Verse 9 make clear. 

“. . .yet one-third will be left in it.  This third I will 
bring into the fire; I will refine them like silver and 
test them like gold.  They will call on My name and I 
will answer them; I will say , ‘They are My people. . .’”   

And, when that one-third calls on His name, they will be 
saved.  I am sure of it, for: 

“Everyone who calls upon the Name of the Lord will 
be saved. “         Joel 2:2 and Romans 10:13 

It doesn’t matter—Jew or Gentile, Church or Israel—there 
is one Savior of all men!  And, He is not willing that any 
should perish!   



Finishing Daniel 
Wednesday, July 17:  

Read I Corinthians 15:1-32 
Continuing with the discussion we began yesterday of 
Daniel 12, Verse 1 tells about a yet future event:  

. . .time of distress that has not happened from the 
beginning of nations. . . . 

Then, Verse 2 speaks about a future resurrection:  
Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will 
awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame 
and everlasting contempt.   

A future resurrection has been the hope of God’s people 
through the ages, as it continues to be today.  Don’t let 
anyone tell you differently!  The Book of Job is considered 
to be much older than the Book of Daniel, and look again 
at these words spoken by Job:  

And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my 
flesh I will see God; I myself will see Him with my 
own eyes. . .       Job 19:26-27   

Amazing, Job is talking about a future resurrection!    
Now, look at what Paul says in the great treatise on the 
resurrection in today’s reading in the New Testament:  

If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to 
be pitied more than all men.  But Christ has indeed 
been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those 
who have fallen asleep. . .For as in Adam all die, so 
in Christ all will be made alive.   I Corinthians 15:19-22  

So with the hope of the resurrection in mind, consider the 
following:  
1. Every single human being who has died is going to un-

dergo a resurrection!   



Finishing Daniel 
Wednesday, July 17:  

Read I Corinthians 15:1-32 (Continued) 
2. If that’s true, then the question has to be, “A resurrec-

tion to what?”    
3. Daniel 12:2 also raises this question.  Daniel is a very 

Jewish book written about how the future is going to 
unfold.  Is the resurrection in Daniel 12:2 for the Jews, 
or does it have broader application?  We’ll consider 
this further tomorrow.   

For now, delight yourself in the hope of the resurrection 
to come.    



Finishing Daniel 
Thursday, July 18:  

Read I Corinthians 15:33-58 
The resurrection of the dead is a challenging subject for a 
devotional.  Nonetheless, I think there are a number of 
helpful things we can cover in the space we have.  Con-
sider the following:   
1. Yesterday we read in I Corinthians 15:20 that: 

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, 
the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.    
We need to understand the agricultural background for 
the term firstfruits in order to grasp what this verse is 
telling us.  The firstfruits were the first to ripen from a 
particular harvest.  The bulk of the harvest followed 
the firstfruits.   



Finishing Daniel 
Thursday, July 18:  

Read I Corinthians 15:33-58 (Continued) 
Being from the Midwest and having home-grown  
tomatoes every year, I understand the first ripe toma-
toes of the season were the firstfruits  of all that were 
to follow.   
Now make the spiritual connection to the clear decla-
ration of Scripture that Christ is the firstfruits of the 
resurrection.  In the plain language of the day, Paul is 
telling us that Christ was the first to be resurrected, 
and many more are yet to follow.  In fact, every hu-
man being is going to be resurrected at some point.   

2. You may have mistakenly thought that only those go-
ing to heaven will be resurrected.  Consider again our 
reading in Daniel 12:2 where it states clearly that 
when it comes to the resurrection, some will awake to: 
. . .everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting 
contempt.  

3. Furthermore, just as the harvest is spread over time, 
as a bit more ripens each day, so, too, the resurrection 
from the dead is not going to occur at a single instant 
of time but at a number of separate times.   

I’ll show you more about the timing tomorrow, but for to-
day let me leave you with one thought: The resurrection 
of Christ makes clear a future resurrection for all.  We 
should be as motivated as it is possible to be to make that 
future event a resurrection to life!    



Finishing Daniel 
Friday, July 19: Read Revelation 20 

I mentioned yesterday that the resurrection of mankind is 
going to occur in stages.  This might be new to you, but 
let me show you.  First, in today’s reading we saw: 

And I saw the souls of those who had been be-
headed because of their testimony for Jesus. . . 
They came to life (were resurrected) and reigned with 
Christ a thousand years.  (The rest of the dead did 
not come to life until the thousand years were 
ended.)  This is the first resurrection.    
               Revelation 20:4-5  

And then later, in the same chapter, we read: 
Then I saw a great white throne and Him who was 
seated on it.  Earth and sky fled from His presence. . .  
And I saw the dead, great and small, standing be-
fore the throne. . .The sea gave up the dead that 
were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead 
that were in them, and each person was judged  
according to what he had done.     Revelation 20:11-13  



Finishing Daniel 
Friday, July 19: Read Revelation 20 

(Continued) 
Now let’s understand the point.  These two accounts both 
clearly involve a resurrection from the dead, and they are 
also clearly not talking about the same event.  To further 
reinforce the difference, compare two more verses of 
Scripture, again from today’s reading:   

Blessed and holy are those who have part in the 
first resurrection.  The second death has no power 
over them. . .        Revelation 20:6 
The Lake of Fire is the 
second death.  If any-
one’s name was not 
found written in the 
Book of Life, he was 
thrown into the Lake of 
Fire.  Revelation 20:14-15   

For one group, there was 
blessing and no chance of 
the Second Death.  For the  
other group, there is a  
resurrection to final judg-
ment.    
I can say one thing for sure—I really want my name to be 
written in the Book of Life!  Don’t you?  

Whosover believeth in Him shall not perish but have 
everlasting life.        John 3:16  

If you have the kind of everlasting life that comes from 
believing in Jesus, your name must be written in the Book 
of Life!  
 



Finishing Daniel 
Monday, July 22: Read I Thessalonians 4 

Continuing our discussion of resurrection that began with 
our study of Daniel 12, there are a few questions from to-
day’s reading.  When the Scripture says in Verse 16 that 
“the dead in Christ will rise first,” would you agree with 
me that we are once again talking about a resurrection?  
Then, the follow-up question would be: “Does this resur-
rection read anything like the two we have already looked 
at in Revelation 20?” 
I would suggest they cannot possibly be the same event. 
For example, in Revelation 20, we have a resurrection of 
those who are going to reign on this earth with Christ. 
Then, we have a second group resurrected before the 
Great White Throne.  Now, in today’s reading, we have 
what appears to be a completely distinct and separate 
resurrection—different from the first two:   
 First, those raised are said to be “in Christ,” which I 

take to mean they are those who believed during the 
time of the Church.   

 Second, they are going up to meet the Lord in the air 
and then be with Him forever.   

 Finally, something amazing and not mentioned any-
where else—those who are alive and “in Christ” are 
going to be “caught up” with those who are being res-
urrected.   

What an absolutely amazing reunion is described in this 
chapter.  First, believers who have died, then those who 
are still alive, all rendezvousing with the Lord in the air!  I 
trust you are looking forward to being there.   

 



Finishing Daniel 
Monday, July 22: Read I Thessalonians 4 

(Continued) 
Perhaps you have heard the term rapture—quite possibly 
in a derogatory manner.  It comes from the Latin word 
used in Verse 17.  Depending upon your translation, the 
word is translated something like “caught up.”  The word 
means to snatch away.  And, that is exactly what this 
chapter portrays: God’s snatching away His bride, the 
Church, those living and those who have died.  All those 
believers are now resurrected.    
It might be hard to imagine, but it is certainly not difficult 
to believe given the clear statements of God’s Word.   

  



Finishing Daniel 
Tuesday, July 23: Read Philippians 3 

There is one more item I would like to address on the 
topic of the resurrection that we began in Daniel Chapter 
12, specifically, to what are we going to be resurrected?  I 
want to make sure we understand that we are going to be 
resurrected to a body—a real physical body.  So then, the 
question becomes, what will this body be like?  We have 
the short answer and the long one.   
Let’s start with the long answer that was already intro-
duced in our reading of I Corinthians 15 several days 
ago..  Note the study in contrasts:   

The body that is sown (our earthly body) is perish-
able, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dis-
honor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it 
is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is 
raised a spiritual body.   I Corinthians 15:42-44   

We are going to be resurrected to a body that is suitable 
for eternity.  It is no wonder the Scripture says: 

When the perishable has been clothed with the  
imperishable. . . .then the saying that is written will 
come true: “Death has been swallowed up in  
victory.”         I Corinthians 15:54  

And, here’s the short answer about our future resurrection 
body, and it is found in Philippians 3:20-21:   

But our citizenship is in heaven.  And we eagerly 
await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who, by the power that enables Him to bring every-
thing under His control, will transform our lowly 
bodies so that they will be like His glorious body.  

Can you believe it?  We will have a resurrection body just 
like our Savior’s.  Don’t step out of this life without it!  It is 
ours only through faith in the person and work of Christ.  



Lessons from Ephesians 
Wednesday, July 24:  

Read Ephesians 3:1-13  
The Greek word translated mystery refers to something 
that was hidden, but is now revealed as Paul explains: 

. . .grace was given to me:  to preach to the Gentiles 
the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make plain 
to everyone the administration of this mystery, 
which for ages past was kept hidden in God. . . .His 
intent was that now, through the Church, the mani-
fold wisdom of God should be made known. . . . 
        Ephesians 3:8-10 

These points help explain the mystery nature of the Church:   
1. The Church was a mystery because it was “kept hid-

den in God”  for ages past.  You will not find one refer-
ence to the Church in the Old Testament.   

2. Regarding this mystery of the Church, Paul says it was 
revealed to him: “the mystery made known to me by 
revelation.”  (Ephesians 3:3)   

3. The insertion of the Church into human history on  
Pentecost ushered in a new “administration”  in the 
unfolding of God’s purposes.   

The word—variously translated administration, dispensa-
tion, or stewardship—refers to the way something is or-
ganized and operated.  The word literally means house-
rules.  So, in short, God worked one way with and 
through the nation of Israel, and He is now doing some-
thing different through the Church!  Many differences  
between Israel and the Church should come to mind: the 
universal outpouring of the Holy Spirit is what established 
the Church in Acts 2.  Then, Jesus ended the requirement 
to offer animal sacrifices, because He“offered for all time 
one sacrifice for sins. . .”  (Hebrews 10:12)   We’ll continue 
with the mystery of the Church tomorrow.  



Lessons from Ephesians 
Thursday, July 25: Read I Peter 2 

At right is a 
mock-up of 
the Jewish 
temple.  Be-
low, is a  
picture of one 
of the great 
European  
cathedrals.    

Somewhere along the way in church history, the leaders 
of the church became confused and then made a mistake.   
They determined that, since the Jews had their temple, 
apparently the church needed to have temples too!   We 
started with the Church as a mystery in yesterday’s read-
ing, a mystery that had nothing to do with buildings.  



Lessons from Ephesians 
Thursday, July 25: Read I Peter 2 

(Continued) 
Today’s reading puts the church in a different light:  

As you come to Him, the Living Stone—rejected by 
men but chosen by God and precious to Him—you 
also, like living stones, are being built into a spiri-
tual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.   
         I Peter 2:4-5   

Did you catch it?  The Church is meant to be a spiritual 
house built from living stones.    
Let me break this down a bit further:   
1. The church is not a building—it is people!    
2. The church can be pictured as a body—with Christ at 

the head and believers each performing a role under 
the headship of Christ.  Or, it can be pictured as a 
building—with Jesus as the cornerstone and each  
believer a living stone meant to be in proper orienta-
tion to Christ.  

3. God still dwells in His temple by His Spirit!  But, during 
the time of the Church, we would be the members of 
the body or the living stones!   

What a stupendous and shocking difference.  To appreci-
ate glorious architecture is fine, but that architecture has 
nothing to do with the New Testament church. 
 



Lessons from Ephesians 
Friday, July 26: Read Romans 11  

There is a notion that is particularly prevalent in the think-
ing of some Christian churches and writers today that Is-
rael has somehow become the Church and that the prom-
ises to Israel are now the promises to the Church. I trust 
that today’s reading will put to rest that error. 
The natural follow-on to this erroneous doctrine is that 
God is finished with the Jewish people and they are, 
therefore, no longer an object of His special care and pro-
tection.  This is how Christians get themselves involved in 
trying to force Israel to give land to the Palestinians.  For 
it comes down to who owns the land, and whether the 
promise of Genesis 13:15 still stands.   
Now, as mentioned, today’s reading should put an end to 
this error, for the reading addresses the issue directly and 
indirectly.  

I ask then: Did God reject His people?  By no 
means!            Romans 11:1   

That would seem to be a pretty direct answer to the issue, 
wouldn’t it?   
Then read Verses 11-26 carefully.  You will find that there 
is a very clear distinction made between Israel and Gen-
tiles.  In context, Gentile is used to reference Gentile 
Christians.  This means that Israel and the Church main-
tain their separate identities.  Israel hasn’t morphed into 
the Church—far from it.   



Lessons from Ephesians 
Friday, July 26: Read Romans 11 

(Continued) 
Then consider how this section closes:   

I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, 
brothers (like Paul, I don’t want us to be ignorant of this 
mystery either) so that you may not be conceited.   
Israel (clearly a distinct entity) has experienced a 
hardening in part until the full number of the  
Gentiles has come in (a reference to the Church).   
And so all Israel will be saved. . . .    Roman 11:25-26   

Do you see it—Israel has a future.  God’s declaration from 
Genesis 12:3 still stands.  

“I will bless those who bless you (Israel) and who-
ever curses you I will curse. . . .”    

Thus, it behooves us (the Church) to bless Israel that we 
might be blessed by God!  

 



Lessons from Ephesians 
Monday, July 29: Read Ephesians 3:14-21  
As Paul wraps up the first half of the book of Ephesians, 
he offers the second of two fantastic prayers.  The first 
prayer in Ephesians Chapter 1 was a prayer for revelation, 
that we might know the truth.  This prayer focuses on re-
alization.  By that I mean truth from God that we appro-
priate by faith and know by experience.  Paul begins with:  

I pray that out of His glorious riches He may 
strengthen you with power through His Spirit in 
your inner being,  so that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith.           Ephesians 3:16-17   

This takes us back to the source of power, of enablement, 
in our Christian Life—the Holy Spirit.  Note carefully the 
goal of being strengthened by the Spirit—that Christ may 
dwell in our hearts!   The word translated dwell means to 
settle in, to be at home, to influence.  What a marvelous 
picture of the deeply relational life the believer is meant to 
have with his Lord and Savior.  How does this happen?  It 
is accomplished by the Spirit’s work and our response of 
faith.  It is only as we trust the Word of God and abide in 
Christ  that He will be at home in our hearts.   
The prayer continues in Verse 17: “And I pray that you 
being rooted and established in love. . .”  There are two 
powerful metaphors here that we dare not miss.  Rooted 
evokes the picture of a tree whose roots are down deep.  
Established carries the connotation of a foundation deep 
in the ground that leads to a sturdy building.  We are not 
going to be able to overcome our failures, or make pro-
gress in our Christian lives, unless our roots go down deep 
into the love of Christ, unless our lives are built upon the 
foundation of His love for us.  My favorite part of this 
prayer comes next—we’ll take a closer look tomorrow.  



Lessons from Ephesians 
Tuesday, July 30: Read Romans 8:28-39 

Here is the continuation of Paul’s prayer, picking up where 
we left off yesterday:  

And I pray that you, being rooted and established in 
love, may have power together with all the saints, 
to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is 
the love of Christ, and to know this love that sur-
passes knowledge. . . .       Ephesians 3:17-18 

This is Paul’s prayer that each believer would, in a per-
sonal way, know the love of Christ.  But this passage also 
has context—specifically, the first three chapters of the 
book of Ephesians.  When we take that context into ac-
count, this passage becomes exceedingly precious: 
1. Often, we measure the love of God by our circum-

stances.  We think He loves us if things are going well, 
and doubts arise when things are not going well.   

Continued on the next page. 

 



Lessons from Ephesians 
Tuesday, July 30: Read Romans 8:28-39 

(Continued) 
2. Here is what this passage becomes when we apply the 

context of the first three chapters of Ephesians, which 
focus on our position in Christ:  
 The love of Christ is wide enough to bring Jew and 

Gentile together, so it is certainly wide enough to 
deal with every circumstance in our life.   

 His love is long enough to choose us to be holy and 
blameless in Him before the foundation of the 
world, so it will certainly cover every day we have 
been given on this earth.   

 It is deep enough to deliver us from our condition 
of dead in trespasses and sin, so it certainly can 
handle any failure in life.   

 It is high enough to place us in union with Christ in 
the heavenlies.   

Within this context, the love of Christ stands above every 
challenge, every trial, every 
loss—even failing health.  It is 
no wonder that Paul also said: 

For I am persuaded that 
neither death nor life,  
nor angels nor principalities 
nor powers, nor things  
present nor things to come, 
nor height nor depth, nor 
any other created thing, 
shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God which 
is in Christ Jesus. . . .      
      Romans 8:38-39 



Return to Acts 
Wednesday, July 31: Read Acts 23 

When we left Paul, he had nearly been killed by rioting 
Jews and falsely arrested.  Now in Chapter 23, there is 
more drama.  First, by cleverly pointing to his hope of a 
future resurrection, Paul divides the Sanhedrin to the 
point they can’t make up their minds about the charges.  
Next, a conspiracy is hatched to kill Paul while traveling to 
the Sanhedrin for further questioning.  Then Paul, and 
eventually the Roman Commander, is warned of the plot.  
It is certainly very clear that religious Judaism is violently 
opposed to Christianity.  In all of this, there is one impor-
tant point that stands above all others:  

. . .the Lord stood near Paul and said, “Take cour-
age!  As you have testified about Me in Jerusalem, 
so you must also testify in Rome.”            Acts 23:11  

So even if Paul did get himself tangled up in trying to pac-
ify legalistic Jerusalem Christians, he is now back on track.  
This reminds me of the well-known verse in Romans 8:28: 

And we know that in all things God works for the 
good of those who love Him, who have been called 
according to His purpose.     

Paul’s circumstances in Jerusalem were not good, and 
God didn’t promise they would be.  But He is most cer-
tainly going to use those bad circumstances for good, for 
the Gospel message is on its way to Rome.  Do you want 
to see what our God and the truth of the Gospel can do?  

All the saints send you greetings, especially those 
who belong to Caesar’s household.      Philippians 4:22   

Philippians was written following Paul’s house arrest in 
Rome, and note there are now saints in Caesar’s household.  
How did that happen?  Bad circumstances used for good!  
God can do the same in our lives as we testify to Him!   
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