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Foreword 
We have an interesting month ahead.  We start with a 
number of readings on the topic of faith, picking up where 
we left off at the end of May 
talking about walking by faith 
and walking in obedience.  
These devotions, title The Ba-
sics, are part of occasional in-
serts in our Devotionals on fun-
damental Christian topics.  
Then, we continue our readings 
in the books of Ephesians, Acts, 
and Daniel.   
As always, we’ll go to whatever 
supporting Scriptures help to 
better support our understand-
ing that God’s great redemptive plan for mankind is one 
integrated whole.   
May the Lord’s blessings be upon your study of His Word 
this month. 
In His grace,  
 
Kevin Redig 
 
 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 
 



The Basics! 
Monday, June 3: Read Galatians 5  

As we continue to think about the Christian’s walk of faith, 
consider this with me: To stand by faith can be a great 
challenge in and of itself.  Then, when you add the  
requirement to both walk by faith and live by faith, it gets 
even more challenging.  To make the call to live by faith 
still more challenging, in our last devotional we added the 
concept of obedience to the revealed will of God as part of 
our walk of faith.  At some point, we are bound to start 
thinking: “This is beyond me!  Who can actually do this?”  
That’s where Galatians 5:22-23 teaches us something new.  

But (in contrast to the flesh) the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  

We should have known that if God asks us to stand, walk, 
and live by faith, if He asks us to exercise obedience to 
Him as a matter of faith, then He would provide the 
means.  There it is—one of the fruits of the Spirit is faith-
fulness.  When Philippians 4:13 says, “I can do everything 
through Him who gives me strength,”  it includes the abil-
ity to be faithful day in and day out.  The only way to do 
so is by the enabling power of the Holy Spirit.  No degree 
of resolve, commitment, or anything else can allow us to 
live a faithful life—only the daily filling of the Holy Spirit as 
guided by the Word of God can do so.   
That’s good news, because we can shift our focus from 
trying to achieve an impossible task to trying to stead-
fastly walk in the Spirit.  That, of course, has its own need 
for faith.  For example, we must rely on God to be at work 
within and to bring us back into fellowship through the 
confession of sin.  As always, should we take Him up on 
His means, we will find Him faithful!  



The Basics! 
Tuesday, June 4: Read Hebrews 4  

This will be our final day on the topic of faith.  I trust you 
have been challenged. The backstory for today’s reading 
really begins in Hebrews 3:7.  The context makes it clear 
that the writer of Hebrews has the Exodus generation in 
mind.  Now, there are many who take the position that a 
failure to exercise faith indicates a lack of salvation.  That 
cannot possibly be the case in this context, because we 
know that the Exodus generation: 

. . .drank from the spiritual Rock that accompanied 
them, and that Rock was Christ.        I Corinthians 10:4   

The very next verse goes on to say: 
Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of 
them; their bodies were scattered over the desert. 

Why did the entire Exodus generation, except for two 
men, die under Divine discipline in the desert?   Today’s 
reading tells us: 

. . .the message they heard was of no value to them, 
because those who heard did not combine it with 
faith.               Hebrews 4:2  

Today’s reading is about the need for each of us to  
combine the promises of God with faith, so that we might 
enter the rest  of God:   

There remains, then, a Sabbath rest for the people 
of God. . .                  Hebrews 4:9  

This Sabbath rest is the place where we cease from our 
own efforts and trust in the plans and provision of God. 

For anyone who enters God’s rest also rests from 
his own work, just as God did from His.  

Hebrews 4:10   



The Basics! 
Tuesday, June 4: Read Hebrews 4 

(Continued) 
God rested after the six days of creation, because the 
work was very good and the work was finished!  So then, 
this is the bottom line for us: 

Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that 
rest, so that no one will fall by following their   
example of disobedience.            Hebrews 4:11   

The disobedience of the Exodus generation stemmed from 
panicking and turning from the plans of God in the face of 
difficult circumstances.  The child of God is called to make 
every effort—to labor to enter the place of trusting the 
promises of God—for He is more than capable of subduing 
the giants in our land just as He was in Canaan!  



Return to Ephesians 
Wednesday, June 5:  

Read Ephesians 2:1-5 
Today’s short reading couldn’t be more packed and wor-
thy of our meditation.  For the next two days we are go-
ing to look at how the Gospel is good news in light of a 
bad news situation!  The bad news starts right at the  
beginning of Ephesians Chapter 2:   

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions 
and sins. . .           Ephesians 2:1  

The personal pronoun is plural, and it applies to every sin-
gle one of us—without exception.  You see, we were all 
born spiritually dead!  This is God’s evaluation of mankind 
on a spiritual level.  We are spiritually dead at the mo-
ment of birth, on our first birthday, and, if nothing has 
changed, it is still going to be true on our 75th birthday.   
Now what does a dead person need?  Does he or she 
need a beauty make-over, an exercise program, or some 
kind of religious experience?  No, there is only one thing 
dead people need—life!  And, that is exactly what we are 
going to find in our text.   
Before we do, let me ask this question: “What do you sup-
pose is the norm for spiritually dead people?”  Let me sug-
gest that they walk according to the thoughts and behav-
iors of this world, to the lusts of the flesh, and they are 
receptive to the influences of Satan.  Is it any wonder we 
are said to be by nature objects of wrath? (Ephesians 2:3)  
Of course, that would be the wrath of a holy God.  So, 
here is mankind’s situation at birth: hopeless, helpless, 
and hell-bound.  This is the bad-news situation!  
So where is the good news?  We see the first glimmer in 
Verse 4 with the word but—a word of contrast.  The text 
goes on to say: “because of His great love for us. . .” and 
we’ll pick it up from there tomorrow.   



Return to Ephesians 
Thursday, June 6: Read Titus 3  

The bad news for mankind is not necessarily that each of 
us is as bad as we could be.  The bad news is that we are 
born as lost as we could be—dead in trespasses and sin. 
As mentioned yesterday, good news from God follows on 
the heels of the bad:  

But because of His 
great love for us, 
God, who is rich in 
mercy, made us 
alive with Christ 
even when we were 
dead in transgres-
sions—it is by grace 
you have been 
saved.   

Ephesians 2:4-5   

A few things to note:   
1. What motivated God 

to reach into this 
world and provide a 
means of salvation 
for us?  The answer: 
His great love for us.   

2. God’s mercy to lost and needy mankind is on display 
when He joins us to the life of His Son—we are alive in 
Him!  How exactly does that happen?  The text in 
Ephesians 1 makes it clear:  
. . .you also were included in Christ when you heard 
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.  
Having believed, you were marked in Him. . .  

 Ephesians 1:13   

Continued on the next page. 



Return to Ephesians 
Thursday, June 6: Read Titus 3 

(Continued) 
3. Our association with Christ begins when we believe,  

for it is at that point that we have been made alive 
with Christ. (Ephesians 2:5)   

4. The potential for life out of death is fantastically good 
news!  John 5:24 says it this way, those who have  
believed have “crossed over from death to life.”  This 
transfer is something that need only happen one time, 
and there is no undoing such a transfer.   

5. Finally, it is grace that saved us.  We didn’t work for it, 
we didn’t earn it, and we certainly don’t deserve it!  
Meditate upon these verses from today’s reading:   
But when the kindness and love of God our Savior 
appeared, He saved us, not because of righteous 
things we had done, but because of His mercy. 

Titus 3:4-5   

Are you convinced?  Our great God is rich in mercy and 
saves us by His grace, apart from our own works.  What a 
salvation and what a Savior!  



Return to Ephesians 
Friday, June 7: Read II Peter 3  

Our goal today is to consolidate what we have learned 
from Ephesians by applying it to the topic of repentance.   
The most common repentance misconception is that it 
equates to ceasing sinning.  You can immediately see the 
problem with this in Hebrews 7:21, where God says: 

“The Lord swore and will not repent, Thou art  a 
priest forever after the order of Melchisedec.” (KJV)   

The word translated repent  is translated “change His 
mind” in other translations, and there are several very 
good reasons for that.  First, it obviously doesn’t refer to 
sin, since this repentance is applied to God.  Second, the 
Greek word translated repentance means to change one’s 
mind in light of new information.  This correct understand-
ing of repentance fits perfectly with our study of Ephe-
sians.  Simply ask the question, “In what way does a lost 
person need to change his or her mind, that is, repent?”  
The change must be with respect to his or her standing 
before God.  No human being has an acceptable standing 
before a holy God.  We may think we are basically good 
and have good deeds to bring to the table.  But, after 
learning that we are dead in trespasses and sin, it is 
clearly necessary to change our minds about our standing 
and align with what God has declared to be the truth.   
We have the potential, if we will just place our faith in the 
person and work of Christ, to be made alive in Him, raised 
up with Him, and seated with Him in the heavenly realms.  
We need to change our minds to the point that we under-
stand our spiritual condition is hopeless.  Then, we need 
to change our minds about the only way to address our 
hopeless condition.  For salvation is found in no one else 
other than the Lord Jesus Christ.  To come to that point of 
faith—now, that’s repentance!  



Return to Ephesians 
Monday, June 10: Read Ephesians 2:6-7  

Let me suggest that you memorize, or at least meditate 
upon, the two verses in today’s reading.  They are fantas-
tic and should stimulate your thinking.  First, Verse 6: 

And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with 
Him in the heavenly realms, in Christ Jesus. . .  

Ephesians 2:6   

Did you notice, first of all, the persistent nature of the  
union between the believer and Savior?  If you look care-
fully, you will observe: with Christ, with Him, and in Christ 
Jesus.  Is it possible to make any more clear the intimacy 
of relationship between every single child of God and the 
Lord Jesus Christ?  From dead in trespasses and sin to 
seated with Him in the heavenly realms—now that is a so-
great salvation!   
If possible, Verse 7 is an even greater display of God’s 
purposes in Christ.  For He has seated us in the heav-
enlies with Christ for a reason:  

. . .in order that in the coming ages He might show 
the incomparable riches of His grace, expressed in 
His kindness to us in Christ Jesus.   Ephesians 2:7 

My salvation and your salvation puts on display the incom-
parable riches of God’s grace!  By saving those who were 
objects of His wrath, solely through the work of His Son, 
God brings glory to Himself.  This act clearly demonstrates 
the depths of His love for the work of His hands.   
In all of this, do you hear a single word about what lost 
mankind brings to the table?  Of course not!  For we were 
in a helpless and hopeless condition until the grace of God 
rescued us.  Wonderful the matchless grace of Jesus!  
Deeper than the mighty rolling sea. . .  We are just get-
ting started on this marvelous topic of grace.   



Return to Ephesians 
Tuesday, June 11: Read Romans 11  

After learning yesterday that our salvation not only gives 
us a matchless position in Christ, but also puts on display 
the riches of God’s grace, can you imagine anyone speak-
ing ill of the grace of God?  Although shocking, this is very 
common.  There are many who will minimize grace and 
even some who will attack it outright.  Who would do 
such a thing?  It is easier to explain than you might imag-
ine.  You see, grace excludes works from salvation: 

And if by grace, then it is no longer by works; if it 
were, grace would no longer be grace.    Romans 11:6  

The Bible says we are saved by grace!  Whenever we add 
even the slightest work on the part of man, then we don’t 
have grace any more.  Man is always trying to shoehorn 
himself into the plan of salvation.  It is for this reason that 
grace offends the sensibilities of man because it minimizes 
our capabilities and our contributions.  We somehow feel 
it is just not right unless we contribute in some way.  The 
hymn-writer said it well: Nothing in my hand I bring,  
simply to the cross I cling!  Spiritually dead people cannot 
contribute to a salvation that includes a new and abun-
dant spiritual life!   
Let me share with you a simple way of determining 
whether or not your understanding of salvation passes the 
grace test.  Listen carefully to a person’s testimony on 
how they got saved.  Then, mentally shine a light on what 
it was that saved him or her.  If the light is continually 
shining on the person and work of Jesus Christ on their 
behalf, the testimony passes the grace test.  We must 
also examine our own testimony.  As soon as the light 
starts to shine on what we have done, how we changed, 
what we gave up—or any other work on our part—we get 
an F for failure.  Give God the glory for His saving grace! 
 



Return to Ephesians 
Wednesday, June 12: Read James 4 

The concept of God’s grace tends to be somewhat ab-
stract.  Let’s see if we can better understand the concept 
by the way it is used in Scripture:  
1. As we have learned, what is the starting point for 

every member of the human race?  The answer is that 
we are all dead in trespasses and sin!  We are, by  
nature, an object of God’s wrath.  

2. Given our starting point of being spiritually dead, to be 
made alive is to be saved from our lost condition, and 
it is “by grace are you saved.” (Ephesians 2:8) 

3. What is grace?  The normal definition of unmerited  
favor is a good place to start.  For something given in 
grace is something we neither work for nor merit.  Let 
me take it a step further by giving you a definition that 
comes from studying its Biblical usage: Grace is God’s 
abundant answer to our ever-changing need!   



Return to Ephesians 
Wednesday, June 12: Read James 4 

(Continued) 
When we were dead in trespasses and sin, what did God 
do?  He sent His Son to bear our sin, die in our place, and 
receive unto Himself the punishment that was our due.  
That’s grace for the lost!   
As those who have placed 
their faith in Christ, when 
we find ourselves in need 
of divine enablement, di-
vine wisdom, restoration 
of fellowship—and any 
number of countless other 
things—God will provide 
every single one of them.  
That’s grace for the  
believer!   
If mankind has a need, 
God has an answer.  The 
grace of God starts with 
rain falling on the just and 
the wicked.  It proceeds to 
providing a means of re-
demption from the slave 
market of sin.  It continues for the least child of God to do 
all things through Christ, and it concludes with an eternity 
with Him in a body just like our Savior’s.  
You do not have a need that God, in grace, will not meet!  
No wonder the Scripture says, 

 . . . He gives us more grace.       James 4:6 



Return to Ephesians 
Thursday, June 13: Read I John 5 

We will continue to consider grace for several more days 
in order to firm up our thinking on this marvelous subject.  
For a long time, I would go to Ephesians 2:8-9 to prove 
that we are saved by grace.  

For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God—not by works, so that no one can boast. 

But actually, the proof that we are saved by grace is  
contained in Ephesians 2:4-6.  Verse 8 is really a summary 
verse for what has gone before.  In the world of mathe-
matical proofs, it would be labeled QED—indicating the 
completion of the proof.  For, in Verses 4-6, we have al-
ready learned that we have been made alive, raised up, 
and are seated in the heavenly realms.   

Several things to note:   
1. All of these blessings are said to be associated with the 

grace of God, so QED—we are saved by grace. 



Return to Ephesians 
Thursday, June 13: Read I John 5 

(Continued) 
2. Do you see man anywhere in the picture?  He is com-

pletely absent because our salvation is solely a work of 
God offered to us as a free gift.   

3. We too often muddy the waters on this issue.  We try 
to tell a spiritually-dead person that they have to  
commit, surrender, dedicate, and clean up his or her 
life.  Let me ask a question, “Does a spiritually dead 
person actually have anything of worth to surrender to 
God?”  Of course not!  That’s why the issues of surren-
der and submission don’t come to the fore until after 
we have become new creations in Christ.   

4. One final item to consider that demonstrates the work 
of God in salvation apart from any involvement by 
man: Did you notice that we are made alive, raised up, 
and seated in the heavenlies with or in Christ?  We are 
saved because of our association with Christ, through 
faith.  Our salvation is not based upon anything we 
bring to the table.    

He who has the Son has life; he who does not have 
the Son of God does not have life.        I John 5:12   

Salvation is that straightforward.  But how do you get the 
Son?  The very next verse tells us—by believing in the 
Name of the Son of God.   

These things have I written unto you that believe 
on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know 
that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe 
on the name of the Son of God.        I John 5:13 

The name is who He is and what He has done on our  
behalf.  Now that’s grace for you! 



Return to Ephesians 
Friday, June 14: Read John 1  

Today I want you to test your GQ, that is, your grace quo-
tient!  It is just like testing your IQ, except it measures 
how in tune we are with: 

. . .the incomparable riches of His grace, expressed 
in His kindness to us in Christ Jesus.      Ephesians 2:7  

Here is the test: Consider the words devotion and bless-
ing, then circle the option below which most accurately 
describes God’s plan for the Christian Life.  

Devotion —>  Blessing 
Blessing —> Devotion 

What I am asking is this: Does God bless us as the result 
of being adequately devoted to Him?  Or, does He bless 
us up front and provide everything we need to grow into 
devoted service, knowing that we will fail many times 
along the way?  The answer to this question is to choose 
between law and grace.  You see, under the Mosaic Law, 
the Jews received blessing for their obedience and cursing 
for disobedience.  Under grace, we have every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenlies (Ephesians 1:3) right at the out-
set of the Christian Life.  It is not until we begin to under-
stand who and what we are in Christ that we are called to 
walk worthy before Him.  Could it be any more clear than 
John 1:16-17:   

From the fullness of His grace we have all received 
one blessing after another.  For the Law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ.  

Do you see devotion as an upfront criterion?  This is what 
grace is: God providing undeserved blessing up front, with 
the intent that devotion will follow—knowing it will never 
do so in proper measure. 



Back in Acts 
Monday, June 17: Read Acts 20:1-24  

There are a lot of details in this chapter about where Paul 
went and to whom he ministered.  But arching over this 
narrative is Acts 20:22:  

And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jeru-
salem, not knowing what will happen to me there. . .  

It is as if Paul is touching base one last time and tidying 
things up in the ministry to which he devoted his life.  
Why would he do this?  It is because of his sense of what 
was coming associated with his trip to Jerusalem:   

I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns 
me that prison and hardship are facing me.  
               Acts 20:23    

This one verse describes the content of most of the rest of 
the book of Acts—the story of Paul’s arrest and incarcera-
tion.  Why didn’t Paul turn aside?  Why didn’t he keep a 
low profile for a while?  We have already seen one reason: 
he was compelled by the Spirit to go.  Here is another:   

However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if 
only I may finish the race and complete the task the 
Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to 
the Gospel of God’s grace.       Acts 20:24  

Whether he was making tents in Corinth or in jail in  
Philippi, Paul was driven to share the Gospel wherever he 
was and with whomever he could.  Now, it is easy for us 
to put Paul on a pedestal and exclaim, “What a great man 
of God!”  However, I have two questions for you: “What is 
it that makes you and I think our race, and our task  from 
the Lord Jesus is any different?  What makes us think that 
the over-arching priority in our lives is to do anything 
other than testify to the Gospel of God’s grace?”  Think 
about it, and we’ll consider this further tomorrow.   



Back in Acts 
Tuesday, June 18: Read Matthew 28  

In today’s reading, Jesus establishes the role of His wit-
nesses.  We have already read his command to be wit-
nesses in the first chapter of Acts:  

“. . .and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the 
earth.”             Acts 1:8   

In Matthew 28 we see His command to make disciples:  
 “. . .go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey every-
thing I have commanded you.”       Matthew 28:19-20  

Now, in considering the above passages, you and I are 
going to have to make some decisions.  Do these com-
mands apply to the apostles or to the church?  Do they 
apply to clergy or laity?    

 



Back in Acts 
Tuesday, June 18: Read Matthew 28 

(Continued)  
We tend to try and wiggle out of these two clear admoni-
tions, so you may have answered, “The apostles.”  If you 
did, then these two admonitions ended with the death of 
John, the last of the apostles to die, for there are no apos-
tles in our day.  Of course, you realize that cannot possi-
bly be right, so that leaves the commands to the Church—
the body of Christ!  But the body cannot share the good 
news unless the many members of the body do so!  That’s 
you and I.  In short, these two admonitions have come 
right down through history to you and me.   
Perhaps you are thinking that these commands apply to 
the clergy and not the laity.  There is no such thing as 
clergy and laity in Scripture.  By that I mean there are 
most certainly a diversity of gifts and levels of spiritual  
authority, but show me a passage of Scripture where 
some are tasked with dealing with spiritual matters and 
others are not.  The constant call of the Scriptures is to 
abide in Christ (all of us), seek the things above (all of 
us), and receive the crown set aside for all who long for 
His appearing (all of us).  
I trust you can see where I am going with this.  Let me 
suggest that Paul’s testimony should also be our heart’s 
desire and testimony:  

However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if 
only I may finish the race and complete the task the 
Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to 
the Gospel of God’s  grace.       Acts 20:24 



Back in Acts 
Wednesday, June 19: Read II Timothy 2 

I have challenged you on your responsibility to bear wit-
ness to the Gospel of grace.  Today, let’s consider for a 
moment the Biblical responsibilities of the pastor.  As part 
of our original reading in Acts, Paul says: 

You know that I have not hesitated to preach any-
thing that would be helpful to you but have taught 
you publicly and from house to house.        Acts 20:20   

Of course, the pastor should be able to bear witness to 
the saving work of Christ—and do so with great clarity 
and passion.  But there is more to it than that, and the 
two epistles to Timothy can be of great help in under-
standing the Pastor’s role, for Paul is writing to his  
protégé, pastor, and friend regarding the role of the  
pastor.  Let me walk 
you through a few of 
my favorites from his 
instructions. 

Watch your life and 
doctrine closely.   
Persevere in them, 
because if you do, 
you will save both 
yourself and your 
hearers. 

I Timothy 4:16   

Paul is telling Timothy 
to be very careful 
about both what he teaches and the witness of his life.  
This will help both the preacher and the congregation re-
deem the time that the Lord has given them.   
 



Back in Acts 
Wednesday, June 19: Read II Timothy 2 

(Continued) 
Preach the Word,  
be prepared in season 
and out of season;  
correct, rebuke and 
encourage—with 
great patience and 
careful instruction.   

II Timothy 4:2   

Some get upset when the 
pastor preaches on some-
thing that offends their 
sensibilities or they don’t 
find relevant.  But the 
preacher’s role is to 
please God, not to please 
every member of the congregation.  And, in order to 
please God, he is going to have to preach the full counsel 
of God, and sometimes this steps on toes!   

And the things you have heard me say in the pres-
ence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who 
will also be qualified to teach others.    II Timothy 2:2     

This passage reminds us that the pastor’s role is to equip 
the saints who in turn do the work of the ministry 
(Ephesians 4:12).  Do you see it?  In this passage of II 
Timothy, there are four levels of discipleship: Paul is the 
first and he disciples Timothy; Timothy disciples the third 
level—reliable men; and reliable men disciple others.  I 
trust that very thing is happening in our local fellowship!  
Furthermore, I trust that at each step along the way, 
there is testimony to the Gospel of God’s grace.   



Back in Acts 
Thursday, June 20: Read I Corinthians 9 

Acts 20 is an exceedingly rich chapter requiring several 
days of discussion.  In the first half of the chapter, Paul is 
on his way to Jerusalem,.  He knows hardship awaits and 
has called the elders from the church in Ephesus to meet 
with him.  Let me point out three things that are well 
worth our reflection:   
1. Paul’s Ministry 

You know that I have not hesitated to preach any-
thing that would be helpful to you but have taught 
you publicly and from house to house.     Acts 20:20   

  
Large crowds or family gatherings, it didn’t matter to 
Paul.  He was always ready to teach, and his content 
was whatever would help believers to grow in grace 
and knowledge.   

2. Paul’s Goal 
I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they 
must turn to God in repentance and have faith in 
our Lord Jesus.          Acts 20:21   
Paul has spent his life in ministry in order that his 
hearers would repent and believe.  This verse is so 
helpful in correctly understanding repentance.  For re-
pentance is a change of mind—that is coming to un-
derstand we are lost, in need of a Savior, and only 
faith in Jesus as Savior can save us from judgment be-
fore a holy God.  After we change our minds about 
thinking that our works can save us and, instead, see 
ourselves as sinners, then it is very clear what we 
need to do.  We need to believe in Jesus Christ as the 
One who died in our place, receiving unto Himself the 
judgment that was our due.   



Back in Acts 
Thursday, June 20: Read I Corinthians 9 

(Continued) 
3. Paul’s Motivation  

However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if 
only I may finish the race and complete the task 
the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying 
to the gospel of God’s grace.           Acts 20:24 
Paul taught what would be spiritually helpful, that oth-
ers might believe and grow.  Over it all was his desire 
to bear witness to the Gospel of grace.  He was not 
preaching what man can do for God.  Instead, his 
message was what God has done for man—at infinite 
cost to Himself.   



Back in Acts 
Friday, June 21: Read Acts 20:25-38  

Paul has a very sobering message for those in positions of 
spiritual leadership.  In fact, all three Greek words used to 
describe the pastor are contained in Chapter 20.  Paul 
starts by declaring he is free of the blood of all men.  To 
what does he refer?   

. . .I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the 
whole will of God.          Acts 20:27   

Lost people heard the Gospel and saved people heard 
spiritual truth by which they could grow.  He ministered to 
large and small, friendly and hostile, and preached when 
he felt like it and when he didn’t.  Can we say the same 
with respect to our 
spiritual gifts?   
Let’s look at the 
three words Paul 
uses to describe 
the pastor more 
closely, and see if 
we can’t further 
our understanding 
of the pastor’s role 
within the local 
church.   

Keep watch 
over yourselves 
and all the flock 
of which the 
Holy Spirit has 
made you over-
seers.   

Acts 20:28   

 



Back in Acts 
Friday, June 21: Read Acts 20:25-38  

(Continued) 
The word translated overseers may be bishop in your 
translation.  It carries the connotation of making sure 
things are done properly and is a leadership term.   

Be shepherds of the church of God, which He 
bought with His own blood.  For I know this, that 
after my departure savage wolves will come in 
among you, not sparing the flock.    Acts 20:28-29   

Shepherd is our second word, and it is very relational.  
Christ shed His blood for the church, and the pastor needs 
to watch carefully and tenderly over those for whom 
Christ died.  Furthermore, he needs to guard them against 
wolves, those who teach false doctrine for, as the context 
makes clear, they are sure to come.   

. . .Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. 
Acts 20:17   

Elder is our third term, and it carries the idea of wisdom 
and discernment—a mature individual.  I always think of 
the connection between today’s reading and John 21, 
where Jesus 
tells Peter to 
feed His 
sheep, then 
care for them, 
and finishes 
with the in-
struction to 
feed them 
again.  And, 
that’s about the right proportion.  Jesus’ flock needs 
teaching most of all, but also careful nurturing.   
 



Back in Acts 
Monday, June 24: Read II Timothy 3  

Have you ever been burdened for the spiritual condition of 
a family member or friend and frustrated by not quite 
knowing what to do?  Follow Paul’s example in Acts.  For 
he was carrying a great burden for the church in Ephesus, 
and, as is often the case for us, he was personally power-
less to fix things.  So here is what he did: 

Now I commit you to God and to the word of His 
grace, which can build you up and give you an  
inheritance among all those who are sanctified.  
               Acts 20:32      

What am I suggesting?  Commit that believing grandchild, 
who is heading off to college, to God and the Word of His 
grace!  Do that in prayer, by encouraging them to stay in 
the Word and in fellowship with other believers.  Then, 
every chance you have, send them devotionals and short 
encouragements from the Word.  You may not feel this is 
adequate.  But apart from the Word of His grace, there is 
no building of a worthy life before God.  Further, we must 
rely upon the truth that the “Word of God is living and ac-
tive” (Hebrews 4:12) and that: 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teach-
ing, rebuking, correcting and training in righteous-
ness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work.                II Timothy 3:16   

How about that lost family member or friend?  Same ap-
proach—commit them to God and the Word of his grace!  
For their greatest need is faith in Christ, and: 

. . .faith comes from hearing the message, and the 
message is heard through the Word of Christ. 
                 Romans 10:17     

The blessing of this approach is that it leaves the outcome 
where it belongs—in the hands of an all-powerful, loving God!  



Lessons from Daniel 
Tuesday, June 25: Read Daniel 10  

As we return to Daniel, we are reading a short, but inter-
esting chapter.  In the very first verse, we learn that 
Daniel had a vision; but, we won’t get an explanation of 
the vision until the next chapter.  However, along the 
way, we can make the following observations:  
1. Verse 1 tells us:  

In the third year of 
Cyrus king of Persia, a 
revelation was given to 
Daniel. . .Its message 
was true and it con-
cerned a great war.    
It doesn’t yet tell us any-
thing about the vision, 
but clearly the Medo-
Persian empire is still 
dominant (the chest and 
arms of silver from Daniel 
Chapter 2).    

2. Within this chapter we learn of the unseen conflict be-
tween the elect and fallen angels.  First, the elect:  
. . .before me was a man dressed in linen, with a 
belt of finest gold around his waist.          Daniel 10:5  
As we read on, it is clear that this is a messenger from 
God—an angel.  Then, in Verses 12-13 comes a real 
shocker when the angel says: 
“Since the first day that you set your mind to gain 
understanding. . .your words were heard and I have 
come in response to them.  But the prince of the 
Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days.”    

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Daniel 
Tuesday, June 25: Read Daniel 10 

(Continued) 
In retrospect, we should not be surprised that the an-
gel encountered resistance, for we know this world is 
under the control of the evil one (I John 5:19), and be-
hind each earthly kingdom stands one of his demon 
host (Ephesians 6:12).   

3. Nor, should we be surprised that the angel had help 
from heaven: 
“Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came to 
help me. . .Now I have come to explain to you what 
will happen. . .”           Daniel 10:13-14   
I am glad this battle is not visible, but we need to 
know that Satan is constantly seeking to thwart the 
plans and purposes of God.  We also need to be  
reassured that this does not go unnoticed or unad-
dressed by God.  As a bottom line, we can praise God 
that: 
He who is in you is greater than he who is in the 
world.            I John 4:4  



Lessons from Daniel 
Wednesday, June 26:  
Read Daniel 11:1-20  

As we move into the explanation of Daniel’s final vision, 
two things to note at the outset:   
1. This is short-term prophecy, and by that I simply mean 

that it speaks of what is coming soon for Israel and 
the surrounding area.  In fact, the vision of Chapter 11 
will have been fulfilled prior to the First Coming of  
Jesus Christ.  This is in contrast to the much longer 
time frame of the prophecy in Chapter 9 of 70 weeks, 
some of which has not yet been fulfilled.   

2. The benefit of historical hindsight makes it relatively 
easy to connect the events of Chapter 11 with real his-
torical figures, so stand by for a bit of a history lesson 
in tomorrow’s devotions. 

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Daniel 
Wednesday, June 26:  

Read Daniel 11:1-20 (Continued) 
In fact, the historical details of this chapter are so clear 
that many modern scholars completely reject the pro-
phetic nature of the chapter.  Instead, they insist this por-
tion of the book was added after the fact.  This is what 
modern scholarship often does: it refuses to accept the 
possibility of the supernatural.   
Actually, we should realize this flies in the face of the en-
tire purpose of the book of Daniel.  For I remind you that 
all along we have seen example after example of how the 
book is intended to answer the question: “Who’s in 
Charge?”   The answer has always been the Most High 
God!   What better way to reinforce that message than to 
prophetically (beforehand) give an accurate and detailed 
account of what is going to come.  
Because this prophecy was fulfilled in perfect detail, it 
should give us equal confidence about the long-term 
prophecies of the earlier chapters of Daniel.  In short, we 
should most cer-
tainly treat Chap-
ter 11 as being 
penned by Daniel 
and containing a 
supernaturally 
revealed vision of 
what was certain 
to come.  Our 
confidence in 
God’s Word will 
always be under 
attack—yet it is 
the one sure foundation upon which to build!  



Lessons from Daniel 
Thursday, June 27: Read Matthew 7 

To follow up on yesterday’s devotional, consider this truth 
from Jesus reported in Matthew:  

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine 
and puts them into practice is like a wise man who 
built his house on the rock.  The rain came down, 
the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat 
against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had 
its foundation on the rock.”      Matthew 7:24-25   

So, with that in mind, let’s begin to unfold the prophecy  
of Daniel 11, and in doing so build our confidence in the 
supernatural nature of God’s Word:   
1. Verse 2 speaks of Xerxes I, who did indeed amass 

great wealth and put together a massive, but unsuc-
cessful attack, against Greece.   

2. Verse 3 is a reference to Alexander the Great who, in a 
very short time, amassed a huge empire.    

3. What comes next is the division of Alexander’s empire 
after his death among his four leading generals.    

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Daniel 
Thursday, June 27: Read Matthew 7 

(Continued) 
Although all four continued on for some time, our text 
mentions just two—the kingdoms of the north and the 
south.  That’s because one division of Alexander’s 
kingdom was headquartered in Egypt (the Ptolemies) 
and the other in Syria (the Seleucids).    

4. This brings us to two very interesting things about 
God’s Word.   
 First, it is very Israel-centric.  For the descriptors 

north and south, as applied to a kingdom centered 
in Syria and another in Egypt, only work if you are 
standing in Israel.  And, there is much more detail 
about the much smaller and more insignificant 
kingdoms that surround Israel.  

 Second, and closely related to this, is the way God 
views human history.  Xerxes and Alexander the 
Great were the greatest kings of their day, and 
there is much written about them in secular history 
books.  What do they get in the Bible?  One verse 
each!    

Wait until we get to the second half of the chapter.  The 
text provides all sorts of information about a historically 
insignificant individual.  The reason for this is that he has 
a huge impact on Israel, and from God’s perspective, 
that’s what matters.   
As a point of application, in our day God cares far more 
about what is going on in His Church than He does in the 
halls of power in Washington DC.  I find that comforting 
because I have a chance to impact one and not the 
other—and so do you!   



Lessons from Daniel 
Friday, June 28: Read Daniel 11:21-45  
The “contemptible person” of Verse 21 is Antiochus 
Epiphanes.  You can understand quite a bit about his 
character by simply learning that:  
1. He was not the rightful heir to the throne.  Instead he 

came to the throne by means of political intrigue.   
2. The name he chose for Himself as king means “God 

manifest.”  Verses 22-29 talk about a number of his 
intrigues.  In Verses 29-32, we pick up the thread:  
Then he (Antiochus) will turn back and vent his fury 
against the holy covenant. . .His armed forces will 
rise up to desecrate the temple fortress and will 
abolish the daily sacrifice. . .With flattery he will 
corrupt. . . 

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Daniel 
Friday, June 28: Read Daniel 11:21-45 

(Continued)  
From historical records we know that Antiochus ordered 
one of his generals to stamp out every trace of Judaism in 
Jerusalem.  He was determined to Hellenize the Jews.  
They were to worship Greek gods, and, in fact, a Greek 
philosopher was sent to oversee the religious conversion. 
The Temple in Israel was rededicated to Zeus, and terrible 
practices were instituted within its walls.   
In turn, the Jews respond with what has historically been 
called the Maccabean rebellion.  As Verse 33 makes clear, 
these guerrilla warriors and the people suffered terribly:  

. . .for a time they will fall by the sword or be 
burned or captured or plundered. 

By the time we reach the narrative of Verse 36, we have 
quite possibly switched to the more distant 70th week of 
Daniel and the coming of the Antichrist.  If that’s the case, 
we have switched from a persecutor of the Jews almost 
two centuries before Christ, to another during a future 
time of the Great Tribulation.   
Upon the authority of God’s Word, here is what they both 
have in common:  

 “. . .he will come to his end and no one will help 
him.”               Daniel 11:45  

Who’s in charge?  The Most High God is in charge!  Some 
things never change. 
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