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Foreword 
Today we will likely read emails and the newspaper, listen 
to the news, and surf on the internet.  And, of course, I 
trust we will spend some time in 
the Word of God.  There are 
many sources of information 
coming our way and seeking to 
grab our affections.  Of all of 
them, only one is a source of 
absolute-unchanging truth, and 
only one is flawless, and that’s 
the living and abiding Word of 
God.   

I trust this month’s readings in 
Acts, Daniel, and on the subject 
of faith will be of great blessing 
to you. 

In His grace,  

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1982 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 

 



Lessons from Ephesians 
Wednesday, May 1: Read Zechariah 4 

Let’s build our understanding of yesterday’s reading in 
Ephesians by asking the question, “What exactly is this 
exceedingly great power for which Paul is praying?”   
1. This power is a reference to the Holy Spirit.   

But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you. . .     
  Acts 1:8 

2. The Spirit of God has always been the means by which 
God enables His people and allows them to accomplish 
His purposes.  
This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: “Not by 
might nor by power, but by My Spirit,” says the 
Lord of hosts.       
  Zechariah 4:6  
You see Paul knows that the very same Spirit of God 
that enabled Governor Zerubbabel to rebuild the tem-
ple—the very same Spirit that raised Christ from the 
dead—is available to every born-again child of God!    

3. Who exactly has the Holy Spirit, and how do you get 
Him?  All who have placed their faith in the person and 
work of Christ are indwelt by the Holy Spirit:   
Do you not know that your body is a temple of the 
Holy Spirit, Who is in you, whom you have received 
from God?        
  I Corinthians 6:19   

4. Now here is something really important to ponder.  If 
every Christian has the Holy Spirit, then does every 
Christian know the incomparably great power of the 
Holy Spirit in his or her life?  Let me suggest to you 
the answer is: “No!”  Thus, the issue for us becomes 
manifesting His power!  No Christian can claim they 
don’t have the Spirit of God; rather, the problem is  
often one of not having the Spirit’s power.  All Chris-



Lessons from Ephesians 
Thursday, May 2: Read Galatians 5 

We are going to press right on today with devotional 
thoughts regarding the ministry of the Holy Spirit—
specifically, how can His power be manifested in our lives? 

Consider three points for today: 

1. At issue for the Christian is not whether or not he or 
she has the Spirit, but whether or not he or she is 
filled with the Spirit:  

And do not be drunk with wine, in which is  
dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit. . .   
        
      Ephesians 5:18 

Note that the above verse is written to believers.  In 
addition to being filled, there is the walk of the Spirit: 

I say then: Walk by the Spirit, and you shall not  
fulfill the lust of the flesh.         Gala-
tians 5:16   

 



Lessons from Ephesians 
Thursday, May 2: Read Galatians 5 

(Continued) 
2. The two preceding verses are two sides of the same 

coin.  The filling of the Spirit raises the issue of our 
moment by moment status.  At any given moment, we 
are either filled with the Spirit or we are not.  The walk 
of the Spirit refers to our perpetuating the filling of the 
Spirit through time.   

3. The ministry of the Holy Spirit in the life of the  
Christian is a deep and rich topic—well beyond the 
scope of a daily devotional—but let me suggest two 
things that will help maintain the filling of, and walk 
by, the Spirit: 

 First, keep short accounts.  By that I mean regu-
larly spend time examining your life and confessing 
any sin of which the Spirit convicts.  For, to have 
unconfessed sin in the life grieves the Spirit 
(Ephesians 4:30) and compromises the filling of the 
Spirit.   

 Second,  
Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.  
       
      Colossians 3:16   

For the Word of God gives the Spirit the raw  
material by which to perpetuate a walk of the 
Spirit.  For the sword of the Spirit is the Word of 
God (Ephesians 6:17), and we are sanctified by the 
truth (John 17:17).   

This is much to think about, but it is worth the effort in 
order to have the exceedingly great power of God  
manifested in us! 



Back in Acts 
Friday, May 3: Read Acts 18:1-11 

After having a pretty fruitless time of ministry among the 
elite in Athens, Paul next travels to Corinth as a bivoca-
tional tent maker and evangelist.  It is worth noting the 
contrasts between the two cities.  Athens was a cultural 
and philosophical center and very Greek in every way.  
Corinth, although still in Greece, had been re-founded by 
the Romans.  It was, therefore, a blend of both the Ro-
man and the Greek culture and religious practice.  In 
short, Corinth was very multi-cultural and cosmopolitan.   

Paul may have learned a lesson in Athens and changed 
strategies by the time he arrived in Corinth.  In Chapter 
17, Paul presented a very sophisticated argument to the 
intellectual elite of Athens.  Although there was nothing 
wrong with it, it was not very effective.  The reason I 
think he changed strategies is because of this passage:  

When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with 
eloquence or superior wisdom (in contrast to his  
approach in Athens) as  I proclaimed to you the testi-
mony about God.  For I resolved to know nothing 
while I was with you except Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified.                              I Corin-
thians 2:1-2  

Consider these lessons from Paul’s approach in Corinth:   

 When we seek to share Christ with others, we don’t 
need to win arguments, have superior wisdom, or any 
other human strategy.  We just need to follow Paul’s 
example and stick with“Christ and Him crucified.”  

 How well did this new approach work in Corinth?   

. . .and many of the Corinthians who heard him  
believed and were baptized.             
Acts 18:8  



Back in Acts 
Monday, May 6: Read Ezekiel 33 

I want to come at what we read yesterday of Paul’s arrival 
in Corinth from a different standpoint.  When he arrived, 
he settled into a work routine making tents and then: 

Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying 
to persuade Jews and Greeks.      
  Acts 18:4   

But things changed when Silas and Timothy arrived.  Per-
haps they brought additional resources, because:  

. . .Paul devoted himself exclusively to preaching,  
testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ.   
        
       Acts 18:5   

Then, Jewish rejection prompted this response from Paul: 

. . .from now on I will go to the Gentiles.    Acts 18:6   

The point of these verses is that, although his circum-
stances and eventually his audience changed, Paul just 
kept on preaching Christ and Him crucified!  He did it part 
time, he did it full time, and he did it when it wasn’t well 



Back in Acts 
Monday, May 6: Read Ezekiel 33 

(Continued) 
From a worldly standpoint, many would ridicule such  
dogged determination.  But what sayeth the Word of God?  
That’s where our reading in Ezekiel 33 comes in.  Paul 
was the watchman of Ezekiel 33.  Paul did not want to be 
accountable for the blood of anyone, and so he shared 
with everyone how they could escape the clutches of  
Satan and become a child of God.  God told Ezekiel: 

“Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the 
house of Israel. . .”      
     Ezekiel 33:7 

In the same way, He has made us watchmen with regards 
to a desperately needy human race.  How do I know that? 

We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though 
God were making His appeal through us.  
        
       II Corinthians 5:20   

And, this is our warning cry as watchmen:   
We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to 
God.         
      II Corinthians 5:20   

And, let me remind you, this message simply echoes the 
heart of God, for He says: 



Back in Acts 
Tuesday, May 7: Read I Timothy 6 

Yesterday we considered things from the side of man: It 
is our calling to be witnesses to who Jesus is and what He 
accomplished on the cross.  It is our calling to be ambas-
sadors, representing the great King of heaven to a lost 
and desperately needy world.  Today, let’s consider things 
from God’s side of the equation, and that’s where today’s 
reading comes in.  I want to remind you who God is: 

. . .the blessed and only ruler, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords, who alone is immortal and who lives in 
unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can 
see.  To Him be honor and might forever.  Amen!   
        
             I Timothy 6:15-16   

Let’s put the two together as we return to Acts 18.  We 
have seen that from man’s side that Paul has been a tire-
less witness to the Gospel and its power to save.  But, can 
we also see the sovereignty of God at work?  Yes!  We 
see it in God’s coming to Paul in a vision:  

“Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be  
silent (man’s side).  For I am with you, and no one is 
going to attack and harm you, because I have many 
people in this city (God’s side).”       
Acts 18:9-10 

Thus, instead of moving on as was Paul’s custom, he 
spent 18 months in Corinth sharing the Gospel and teach-
ing those who believed.  Do you see the joint nature of 
our evangelistic enterprise?  It is our job to be faithful  
witnesses, and it is God’s part to convict hearts (John 16:8) 
and open the door to ministry (Revelation 3:8).  And, if the 
sovereign God of the universe opens the door, then it is 
good and truly open!   



Back in Acts 
Wednesday, May 8: Read Acts 18:12-28 

Paul’s Second Missionary Journey comes to a close:  

When he landed in Caesarea, he went up and 
greeted the church and then went down to  
Antioch.         
    Acts 18:22  

Then in Verse 23, his Third Missionary Journey begins:  

After spending some time in Antioch, Paul set out 
from there and traveled from place to place 
throughout the region of Galatia and Phrygia, 
strengthening all the disciples.     
 Acts 18:23    

What I want you to consider today is the way that God is 
able to weave together disparate details in order to ac-
complish His purposes.  For example: Paul meets Aquila 
and Priscilla in Corinth and they presumably get saved.  
After spending a lengthy amount of time in Corinth, he 
departs, taking fellow tent-makers Priscilla and Aquila with 



Back in Acts 
Wednesday, May 8: Read Acts 18:12-28 

(Continued) 
outstanding apologist.  The team of Aquila and Priscilla 
minister to Apollos, and he becomes a great help to the 
church in Achaia.   

It is hard to keep all the people and details straight, but it 
is clear that God is at work building His church.  As chap-
ter 18 closes and 19 begins, Paul arrives back in Ephesus, 
where it is clearly the will of God for him to remain.  He 
stays in Ephesus for more than two years and, throughout 
that time, lost people are getting saved and saved people 
are being encouraged in the faith.   

God knows how to bring Paul to locations to evangelize, 
and then use new, but well-taught, converts to help pre-
pare a gifted but immature individual for ministry.  It is 
God who opens doors and brings people together.  It is 
ours to follow the pattern set by Paul:  

. . .the things you have 
heard me say in the  
presence of many wit-
nesses entrust to reliable 
men who will also be 
qualified to teach others. 
                   II Timothy 
2:2  

Count them, that’s four spiri-
tual generations of believers 
right there in this single pas-
sage in II Timothy—Paul, 
Timothy, reliable men, and 
others.  If we will do this, God 
will open the doors.  We have 
the proof in Acts.  



Back in Acts 
Thursday, May 9: Read Acts 19:1-22  

Today we begin to look at the extended amount of time 
that Paul spent in Ephesus.  The 
chapter begins with a group that 
was aware of their sinfulness, but 
had not yet placed their faith in 
Jesus.  I say this because Paul felt 
it was necessary to point out the 
need to believe in Jesus.   

He (John the Baptist) told the 
people to believe in the One 
coming after him that is in  
Jesus.                     
Acts 19:4  

The people believed, were bap-
tized, and received the Holy Spirit.  The text seems to in-
dicate that these men were devout and sincere, but not 
saved until placing their faith in Christ.  We also see both 
Paul’s approach and effectiveness: As was typical, he 
went first to the synagogue for a period of some months.  
But here was the problem that almost always occurred:  

. . .some of them (Jews in the Synagogue) became  
obstinate; they refused to believe and publicly  
maligned the Way.       
    Acts 19:9  

So Paul moved on with those who had believed, continu-
ing to teach.  Did you note the result of his teaching?   

This went on for two years, so that all the Jews and 
Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard the 
Word of the Lord.       
   Acts 19:10  

 



Back in Acts 
Thursday, May 9: Read Acts 19:1-22 

Continued  
Our fellowship has been in existence much longer than 
two years.  Can we say that all those who live in our com-
munity, town, and county have heard the Word of the 
Lord from us?  Paul’s example is really something to which 
we should aspire!   I am going to leave the seven sons of 
Sceva until tomorrow, but did you note how those who 
believed the Gospel then responded?   

Many of those who believed now came and openly 
confessed their evil deeds.  A number who had  
practiced sorcery brought their scrolls and burned 
them publicly.        
  Acts 19:18-19 

Many in our day would reverse this process: burn the 
scrolls, renounce your sins, and then believe.  That is a 
works-based salvation—and completely absent from the 
Biblical record!  Belief in Christ is to come first, then the 

transformed life enabled by the indwelling Holy Spirit!  



Back in Acts 
Friday, May 10: Read Matthew 7  

Today I want to draw your attention to the very interest-
ing narrative involving the Seven Sons of Sceva!  Here is 
the background, 

Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits 
tried to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over 
those who were demon possessed.         Acts 
19:13    

Those who did so included the seven sons of a Jewish 
priest, and they even went so far as to command the de-
mons to respond in Jesus Name!  If it wasn’t so serious, 
what happened next would be humorous:   

One day the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I 
know, and I know about Paul, but who are you?”   

Then the man who had the evil spirit jumped on 
them. . .gave them such a beating that they ran out 



Back in Acts 
Friday, May 10: Read Matthew 7 

(Continued)  
So what can we learn from this?   

 Invoking the name of Jesus without actually knowing 
Him is a drastic mistake that may have eternal conse-
quences.  I trust you noted that in today’s reading:  

“Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did 
we not prophesy in your name, and in your name 
drive out demons. . .?’  Then I will tell them plainly, 
‘I never knew you.  Away from me you evildoers.’” 
        
    Matthew 7:22-23  

 On the positive side, we would expect the demons to 
know who Jesus was.  But, did you note that they also 
knew who Paul was?  Wouldn’t it be marvelous if the 
demons knew who we were as well because of our 
dedicated service to the Lord?   

 Lastly, on another positive 
note, did you notice the 
outcome that resulted from 
this thrashing of the seven 
sons?  

When this became known 
to the Jews and Greeks 
living in Ephesus, they 
were all seized with fear 
(that would be the Fear of 
the Lord), and the name  
of the Lord Jesus was 
held in high honor.  
    
 Act 19:17   



Back in Acts 
Monday, May 13: Read Isaiah 33  

I want to continue to expand our understanding of Acts 
19 by focusing upon one single verse: 

When this became known to the Jews and Greeks 
living in Ephesus, they were all seized with fear, 
and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high 
honor.         
        Acts 19:17  

As  you recall, what immediately preceded this verse was 
the demonic beating of the Seven Sons of Sceva, and 
what follows was the public turning from sin of many new 
converts.  Both actions are related to Acts 19:17.  The sin-
gle word fear is meant to bring to mind the OT concept of 
the Fear of the Lord.  It is not that they became afraid, in-
stead this event prompted reverence for who Jesus was 
and respect for His capability as the Son of God.  This is a 
New Testament reminder of a rich Old Testament concept: 

The Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. . . 
        
          Proverbs 9:10   

You aren’t going anywhere, spiritually speaking, if you 
don’t start with the Fear of the Lord!  For a quick defini-
tion of the Fear of the Lord, consider the following:  

The Fear of the Lord is a reverence for who God is 
and for what He is like; a respect for just how capable 
He is.  Fear of the Lord leads to obedience.  

Notice the connection between today’s reading and Acts 19:  
He (the Lord) will be the sure foundation for your 
times, a rich store of salvation and wisdom and 
knowledge; the Fear of the Lord is the key to this 
treasure.         
       Isaiah 33:6    

And, as we saw in Acts 19, when the key of the Fear of 
the Lord was present, souls were both saved and trans-



Back in Acts 
Tuesday, May 14: Read Acts 19:23-41  

We read today about a huge uproar in Ephesus, which 
nearly needed to be quelled by Roman troops.   

The assembly was 
in confusion: Some 
were shouting one 
thing, some an-
other.  Most of the 
people did not even 
know why they 
were there.  
         
Acts 19:32  

But the text makes 
clear what was going 
on—behind every ac-
tion is an agenda!  Let 
me show you a remark-
able difference be-
tween Christianity and 
the world.  Why is Paul sharing the Gospel and spending 
so much time in Ephesus teaching those who respond?  
Remember, behind every action is an agenda!  Here is 
Paul’s: 

I have become all things to all men so that by all 
possible means I might save some.  I Corinthians 9:22   

Paul suffered for years, for the benefit of others:  

. . .death is at work in us, but life is at work in you.  
        
       II Corinthians 4:12   

In short, Paul’s agenda was that lost people would be-
come free of the clutches of Satan and transferred into 
the kingdom of Jesus Christ.   



Back in Acts 
Tuesday, May 14: Read Acts 19:23-41 

(Continued) 
Now, how about those who started the riot, what was 
their agenda?  Ostensibly, they were standing up for  
Artemis, a pagan goddess associated with Ephesus:   

There is danger. . .that the temple of the great  
goddess Artemis will be discredited. . .and the  
goddess herself. . .robbed of her divine majesty. 
        
          Acts 19:27   

But is this truly the agenda?  No, we find what’s really  
behind their actions a few verses earlier:  

A silversmith named Demetrius, who made silver 
shrines of Artemis, brought in no little business. . . 
Men, you know we receive a good income from this 
business.        
        Acts 19:24-25   

There you have it!  Lost people changing their eternal 
destiny from hell to heaven was going to hit them in their 
pocketbooks, and they didn’t like it.   

Here you have the principle stated another way: Biblical 
Christianity always has the best interests of others in 



Lessons from Daniel 
Wednesday, May 15: Read Daniel 9:1-19 

Daniel is a very godly man!  We see him standing coura-
geously as a young man dragged away from Jerusalem 
and forced into the service of a pagan king.  We see him 
pronounce a message of judgment from God to two pa-
gan kings and live to record it.  We see him steadfastly 
continue in worship despite a death sentence for doing so.  
In today’s reading we see another remarkable, but often 
overlooked, aspect of this godly man.  Daniel’s noteworthy 
behavior is summarized in Verse 20 of today’s reading:  

While I was speaking and praying, confessing my 
sin and that of my people Israel, and making my  
requests to the Lord my God for His holy hill. . .   

The preceding verses establish the following context: 
 Daniel comes to the Lord in fasting and sackcloth—

spending much time in prayer.   
 The first prayer confesses his and the peoples’ sins: 

O Lord, the great and awesome God. . .we have 
sinned and done wrong.  We have been wicked and 
rebelled. . .         
      Daniel 9:4-5   

 The second major item of prayer is in regards to the 
future of Jerusalem:   
O Lord, in keeping with all Your righteous acts, 
turn away Your anger and Your wrath from  
Jerusalem, Your city, Your holy hill.        Daniel 
9:16  

Why do I think this is so remarkable that we should follow 
Daniel’s example?  First, there is not one single negative 
thing written about Daniel in Scripture and not a hint of 
sin.  Yet, he is the very one showing great sensitivity to 
that which offends God, and even confessing on behalf of 
his fellow exiles.  Second, he cares about others: praying 
for a city he will never see again and for a people he 



Lessons from Daniel 
Thursday, May 16: Read Jeremiah 25 

Today’s reading brings to our attention another thing 
about Daniel that we would do well to imitate.  Did you 
notice in Verses 7-10 the way in which God, through 
Jeremiah, pronounces judgment on Israel and the  
surrounding nations?  He even calls Nebuchadnezzar His 
servant in that He will accomplish the judgment that God 
has decreed.  Let me draw your attention to Verse 11:  

This whole country will become a desolate waste-
land, and these nations will serve the king of  
Babylon seventy years.  

Let’s connect this back to Daniel Chapter 9.  Yesterday, 
we saw Daniel wrestling in prayer for the Jewish people 
and Jerusalem.  It was likely something he did often, but 
as recorded in Chapter 9, there is a special urgency to it.  
Did you consider why he was praying so specifically and 
earnestly?  He knew the 70 years were drawing to a close, 
so he knew the judgment of God was nearly over.  Daniel 
knew that God was going to allow a remnant to return to 
the land.  So what Daniel is doing is preparing the way in 
prayer.  What brought him to this point?  It was his abso-
lute trust in the Word of God, and, in context, its pro-
phetic declarations.  God said He would judge for 70 
years, the 70 years were about over, so a return was  
imminent.  In Titus Chapter 2, it says the grace of God: 

. . .teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and 
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright 
and godly lives in the present age, while we wait for 
the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our 
great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. . .     Titus 2:12-13   

Does our confidence that Christ will return, as He said He 
would, impact our daily living for godliness’s sake?  It would 
if we followed Daniel’s example of trusting in His Word!  



Lessons from Daniel 
Friday, May 17: Read I John 1 

One more thing to extract from the first portion of Daniel 
9, Daniel spends a good amount of time documenting  
Israel’s sin:  

All Israel has transgressed Your Law and turned 
away, refusing to obey You.  Therefore the curses 
and sworn judgments. . .have been poured out on 
us, because we have sinned against You.  
        
         Daniel 9:11-12   

Contrast this with today’s reading in I John 1, and note 
the following:  

 The topic is fellowship horizontally (with other believ-
ers) and vertically (with God): 

. . .that you also may have fellowship with us. . . 
And our fellowship is with the Father and with His 
Son, Jesus Christ.       
   I John 1:3    

 Sin breaks fellowship:  

God is light; in Him there is no darkness at all.  If 
we claim to have fellowship with Him yet walk in 



Lessons from Daniel 
Friday, May 17: Read I John 1 

(Continued) 
 God’s provision of cleansing is dependent upon our 

confession and Christ’s work:   

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and 
will forgive us our sins. . .if we walk in the light as 
He is in the light, we have fellowship with one an-
other, and the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us 
from all sin.        
     I John 1:9,7  

Israel’s exile is a graphic picture, on the physical level, of 
what it means to have broken fellowship with God on the 
spiritual level.  In the same way that Daniel is looking for-
ward to the people being restored to the Land, we too 
should yearn for restoration of fellowship with the Father 
following sin on our part.  

Thank God that in His grace He has provided the means 
to restore that fellowship: 
When it occurs, we ac-
knowledge our sin to 
God.  We must cite it to 
Him, like a lawyer citing 
legal precedent, and He 
will forgive us.  That 
means that He brings us 
back into fellowship with 
Himself,  
because the finished work 
of the cross has already 
paid for whatever sin we 
confess!  Praise God that 
He has provided a means 
of recovering from sin—
and naturally, it is cen-



Lessons from Daniel 
Monday, May 20: Read Daniel 9:20-27 
Entire books have been written on these eight verses of 
Scripture.  Because they are so packed, they are beyond 
the scope of a daily devotional.  Nonetheless, Israel’s en-
tire future is laid out in these few verses, so we need to 
make an effort to extract a few of the highlights.  First, 
consider two astounding things about Verses 20-23: 

1. In response to the prayer of Daniel, which we have 
been considering, the angel Gabriel comes to him for 
the express purpose of providing insight.  Wow, that is 
quite an answer to prayer.   

2. Do you recall when I mentioned Daniel as a godly man 
and role model?  Here is another piece of evidence to 
support that claim that is simply amazing: 

“. . .for you (Daniel) are highly esteemed (has to be 
esteemed by God).”   

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Daniel 
Monday, May 20: Read Daniel 9:20-27 

(Continued) 
Verse 24 governs the remainder of our text, and I am  
going to add some numbers within the verse to help us 
better analyze it.   

“Seventy sevens are decreed for your people and 
your holy city to 1) finish transgression, 2) to put an 
end to sin, 3) to atone for wickedness, 4) to bring in 
everlasting righteousness, 5) to seal up vision and 
prophecy, and 6) to anoint the most holy.”   

Let’s finish today by addressing the questions: what are 
seventy sevens, and who are your people and your holy 
city?   The second question is the easiest—it is the people 
of Israel and the city of Jerusalem.   

Seventy sevens is a bit more unusual, only because it is 
not our normal way of expressing numbers.  It simply re-
fers to 70 x 7=490 of something.  The terms seven and 
week are also interchangeable.  The question then is to 
what does the 490 refer?  I would suggest years.  Briefly, 
here’s why:   

1. The unit of time for the exile, as we have seen, was 
years. 

2. In Daniel 9:1-2, the time unit of years is already on 
Daniel’s mind.   

3. The Jewish calendar revolves around a week of years 
(7 year period) leading to a Sabbatic year (Leviticus 
25:3-9). 

4. From the timeframe of the vision, this number of years 
brings us up to the time of Christ, the Anointed One of 
Verse 25.  Tomorrow we will have more on how these 
490 years are broken up.   



Lessons from Daniel 
Tuesday, May 21: Read Zechariah 9 

Several things to note about the 490 years mentioned in 
yesterday's reading:    

1. The years start from the decree to rebuild and restore 
Jerusalem.  Although there are a number of decrees 
found in historical documents, there is reason to be-
lieve this refers to a decree by Artaxerxes in 445 BC.    

2. Then there is a further division of the 490 years:   

 49 years, followed by another 434 years at which 
time the Anointed One is cut off!  This statement is 
very helpful in terms of keeping track of the proph-
ecy, for the Anointed One can only refer to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who was cut off at the time of 
His crucifixion.   

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Daniel 
Tuesday, May 21: Read Zechariah 9 

(Continued) 
 Many have studied the timeline of the first 483 

years of this prophecy (49 + 434).  Typically the 
results fall sometime during or very close to the 
time of Christ.   

One historian has painstakingly shown that the 483 years 
ends on April 6, 32 AD, which corresponds to the proph-
ecy in Zechariah 9:9 of 
what we call the Triumphal 
Entry.  

Rejoice greatly, O 
Daughter of Zion!  
Shout daughter of  
Jerusalem!  See, your 
King comes to you, 
righteous and having 
salvation, gentle and 
riding on a donkey,  
on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey.  

In ancient times, a victori-
ous king would come on 
his battle-charger, but one bringing peace would come 
riding a much less-imposing animal.  It is not my intent, in 
this brief introduction, to defend an exact day.  But, what 
is clear, is that the prophecy of the coming Anointed One 
was fulfilled in Jesus’ lifetime.  How did the people of Is-
rael miss what they held in their hands as the prophetic 
Word for centuries?   

Then, perhaps you noticed, this leaves us with one more 
week or seven more years to assign.  To what does this 
refer?  I will suggest an answer tomorrow.  



Lessons from Daniel 
Wednesday, May 22: Read Matthew 24 

We start today with the intent of understanding the one 
week of years still remaining following the crucifixion of 
Christ.  Right at the outset, let me suggest this seven-year 
period is still pending.  In other words, I am suggesting a 
gap of time between the conclusion of the 69th week and 
the start of the 70th prophetic week.   

We can see several very clear reasons in today’s reading.   

“So when you see standing in the holy place the 
abomination that causes desolation, spoken of 
through the prophet Daniel—let the reader under-
stand. . .For there will be great distress, unequaled 
from the beginning of the world til now—and never 
to be equaled again. . .At that time the sign of the 
Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the na-
tions of the earth will mourn.  They will see the Son 
of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power 
and great glory.  And He will send His angels with a 
loud trumpet call, and they will gather His elect 
from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to 
the other.”        
      Matthew 24:15-31 



Lessons from Daniel 
Wednesday, May 22: Read Matthew 24 

(Continued) 
There are a number of important things about the future, 
we can extract from this passage:   

1. Jesus connects the abomination that causes desolation 
with the same prophecy in Daniel 9 that we read a few 
days ago.  At the time of Jesus, the time is obviously 
yet in the future.   

2. This passage speaks of a time of great tribulation—a 
time unequaled in human history.  I would suggest 
that a detailed description of that time can be found in 
the book of Revelation, and it too is in the future.  

3. The return of Jesus Christ, in great glory—visible to all 
nations—will follow this time of great tribulation.   
Since Christ has not yet returned, and we don’t cur-
rently seem to be in the midst of a seven-year period 
of great tribulation, it again leads me to believe that 
this time is yet future.  

In short, I 
think Scrip-
ture clearly 
teaches that 
there is a yet 
future time, 
when the  
focus will 
clearly be 
upon national 
Israel—a 

time that will be seven years in duration and a time of 
great suffering.  Why would God do such a thing?  



Lessons from Daniel 
Thursday, May 23: Read Zechariah 12-14 
I know I have given you three chapters to read today, but 
it is important that you see another related prophecy re-
garding Israel—one that answers the question, “Why the 
one week of tribulation remaining?”   

I’ll try to extract the key parts, as we survey today’s read-
ing in an attempt to answer the above question:   

1. The day in question in this scripture from Zechariah 
13:1 will occur during this future seven-year block of 
history we have been discussing.   

On that day a fountain will be opened to the house 
of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to 
cleanse them from sin and impurity. 

2. What is it going to take to cleanse Israel and turn 
them to faith in their Messiah?   

“In the whole land,” declares the Lord, “two-thirds 
will be struck down and perish; yet one-third will 
be left in it.  This third I will bring into the fire; I 
will refine them like silver and test them like gold.  
They will call on My name and I will answer them;  
I will say, ‘They are My people,’ and they will say, 
‘The Lord is our God.’”        
Zechariah 13:8-9   

3. As you can see, the time of Tribulation is going to put 
tremendous pressure upon the Jewish people.  Here is 
how they are going to respond to this time of trial:   

“They will look on Me, the One they have pierced, 
and they will mourn for Him as one mourns for an 
only child, and grieve bitterly for Him as one 
grieves for a firstborn son.”       Zecha-
riah 12:10   



Lessons from Daniel 
Thursday, May 23: Read Zechariah 12-14 

(Continued) 
The one the Jewish people pierced is an obvious refer-
ence to the crucifixion.  Those who remain and turn in 
faith are going to mourn and grieve over their having 
missed their Messiah—this is the group that is going to 
turn to Christ in faith.   

4. And, here is the description of the close of the week of 
Tribulation:   

“On that day His feet will stand on the Mount of  
Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the Mount of Olives 
will be split in two from east to west. . .This is the 
plague that will strike all the nations that fought 
against Jerusalem:  Their flesh will rot while they 
are still standing on their feet. . .”   
        
      Zechariah 
14:4,12   

5. Praise God that following 
this time of Tribulation, 
He will usher in a very 
special time in earth’s 
history:  
 “The Lord will be king 
over the whole earth.  
On that day, there will 
be one Lord, and His 
Name the only name. . . 
Then the survivors from all the nations that have 
attacked Jerusalem will go up year after year to 
worship the King, the Lord  
Almighty, and to celebrate the Feast of Taberna-
cles. . .On that day, HOLY TO THE LORD will be  
inscribed on the bells of the horses. . .”   
        



Lessons from Daniel 
Friday, May 24: Read Daniel 9:1-20-27 

I know we have read this passage before, but it is very 
important from the standpoint of prophecy, and I think we 
do well to reflect upon it for one more day.  Let’s see if 
we can now make better sense of Daniel 9:24: 

“Seventy sevens are decreed for your people and 
your holy city to 1) finish transgression, 2) to put an 
end to sin, 3) to atone for wickedness, 4) to bring in 
everlasting righteousness, 5) to seal up vision and 
prophecy and 6) to anoint the most holy.”   

Work through this verse slowly, and see what you come 
up with in terms of matching the six parts we identified 
with historical events.  Here are some things to consider 
using the same numbers as above:   
1. There are 490 focal years of Jewish history remain-

ing—during which time they will consistently be in  
rebellion to the plans and purposes of God—their time 
of transgression!   

2. Sin will continue, but at the close of this time period, 
with the return and reign of Christ, God will usher in 
the New Covenant: 

“The time is coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel. . .I 
will put My law in their minds and write it on their 
hearts. . .they will all know Me from the least of 
them to the greatest. . .”        
Jeremiah 31:33-34   

3. The discipline under which the Jews have suffered for 
centuries is the result of their rejection of their Messiah.   

4. At the close of this 490-year period, the Righteous 
One, the Lord Jesus Christ, will return, sit upon the 
throne of David, and reign.   

To be continued on the next page. 

 



Lessons from Daniel 
Friday, May 24: Read Daniel 9:1-20-27 

(Continued) 
5. To seal up vision and prophecy is to bring it to its  

decreed end.  
Christ’s return will be 
the culmination of 
the prophecy of 
Daniel 9.   

6. Upon His return in 
glory, Christ will be 
established 
(anointed) as an 
earthly King of kings 
before transitioning 
to the eternal state.   

Prophecy is complex and 
provides much to think 
about!  Praise God 
things are completely in 
His control—and that’s a take-away lesson from Daniel 9. 
 

The Basics of the  
Christian Life! 

In February, we took a break from our verse by 
verse study of Scripture to have several devotions on 
the topic of salvation.  Beginning tomorrow, we re-
turn to The Basics! once again to spend a few days 

on the topic of faith. 



The Basics! 
Monday, May 27: Read Hebrews 11 

We are going to spend a few days on another of the  
basics of the Christian Life—this time the subject of faith.  
As you noted, today’s reading is a lengthy treatise on 
faith—all of it helpful.  Let’s start with Verse 1:  

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen.     
 Hebrews 11:1    

This passage starts out in a very helpful manner—“Now 
faith is. . .” But, I immediately have two concerns: 

1. The definition seems very abstract for something that 
we really, really need to understand.   

2. It would seem that many other groups—even non-
Christian groups—could claim this verse for them-
selves.   

In response to these two concerns, let me explain some-
thing I think will be very helpful.  The word translated 
substance was translated title deed by famous Greek 
scholar A.T. Robertson.  In other words, faith gives you 
ownership to something.  But what?  Here is where Ro-
mans 10:17 helps immensely.   

So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the 
Word of God.  

Now, let’s put this all together:   

1. The Word of God stimulates a response of faith!  
When we clearly see God’s truth revealed to us, our 
response should be, “I see it, and I believe it!”   

2. Once you get hold of a piece of truth from God’s 
Word—the way things really are—and believe it, then 

Continued on the next page.  



The Basics! 
Monday, May 27: Read Hebrews 11 

(Continued) 
you hold title to it.  For example, we can hold title to 
the assurance of our salvation, because we believe  
I John 5:13:  

These things I have written to you who believe 
in the name of the Son of God, that you may 
know that you have eternal life. . .   

God’s Word laid out this great truth, and, as we respond 
in faith, we now own title to it.  This, in turn, leads to  
having evidence of things we can’t see.  I trust now that 
you can see the distinctive nature of the Christian’s faith.   
Every human being exercises faith in one thing or the 
other.  The Christian’s faith is to be solely in the Word of 
God and the One who stands behind the Word.  Only then 
can we be certain we really own something of value.  Only 
then can we be confident in things we can’t otherwise 
see.  How so?  Our faith is in an infinitely trustworthy ob-
ject—God and His Word! 



The Basics! 
Tuesday, May 28: Read Psalm 37 

Although the New Testament gives us direct guidance on 
the topic of faith, we should not overlook the Old Testa-
ment, for it provides some marvelous illustrations of faith.  
We’ll look at four of them today and tomorrow.  First:  

The Lord said to Moses, “How long will these people 
treat Me with contempt?  How long will they refuse 
to believe in Me, in spite of all the miraculous signs 
I have performed among them?”          Numbers 14:11 

The example word is translated believe in the above pas-
sage.  It is a verb that means to exercise faith.  The word 
carries the connotation of support upon which one is to 
lean.  It also pictures the arms of a mother holding her 
child securely.  Do you see why the Lord is angry with His 
people?  They are worried about giants in the land, rather 
than leaning on Him for support.  They have failed to 
grasp, despite numerous examples, that their God desires 
to wrap His arms around them while bringing them into 
the land He has promised.  And, He is not going to be any 
more pleased when we fail to rest and take comfort in Him.   

A second word for faith can be found in Psalm 37:5-6:  

Commit your way to the Lord; trust in Him and He 
will do this: He will make your righteousness shine 
like the dawn. . .   

We actually have two different words for faith in this pas-
sage, the one I want to draw to your attention is trans-
lated commit.  It carries the idea of rolling something, like 
a large stone.  So, in the context, we are to take our 
ways, and commit (roll them over) to the Lord.  The alter-
native is to persist in going our own ways at the expense 
of His!  Many an individual has learned there is no future 
there!  We’ll cover two more tomorrow.   



The Basics! 
Wednesday, May 29: Read Psalm 144 

Today, two more word pictures from the Old Testament to 
further develop our understanding of faith.  Our next word 
for faith takes some work to uncover from the text of 
Psalm 144:2:  

He is my loving God and my fortress, my stronghold 
and deliverer, my shield in whom I take refuge. . . 

I underlined the verb to help you out, but consider 
Jeremiah 17:5-7 as well:   

This is what the Lord says: “Cursed is the one who 
trusts in man. . .but blessed is the man who trusts 
in the Lord.  

The Jeremiah text clearly has trusting in view, but what 
about Psalm 144?  First, you should know it is exactly the 
same word in both passages.  The reason for the differ-
ence in translations is that this word carries the connota-
tion of to run in order to take shelter, to find refuge.   So, 
to expand on what Jeremiah is saying, there will be bless-
ings for the one who takes refuge in the love and capabili-
ties of our great God rather than the capabilities of man.   

This call to take shelter in the Lord—to consider Him our 
strong tower, the rock that will never be moved, our place 
of safety—is one of the strongest and most continual calls 
of the Old Testament.  But, for us to do so, requires us to 
trust Him.   

Let’s look at one more term.  In Isaiah 40:31 we are told 
that those who: 

 . . .wait upon the Lord will renew their strength.”    

In context, the waiting consists of trusting in God.  How-
ever, there is a wonderful picture wrapped up in the word 
wait.  For it includes the concept of twisting together, for  



The Basics! 
Wednesday, May 29: Read Psalm 144 

(Continued) 
example like fibers to make a rope.  As believers in a sov-
ereign, omnipotent, and loving God, we are often to wait.  
And, while we are waiting, we should be twisting together 
one promise after another from the Word of God.  If we 
do, we shall most certainly renew our strength for the 
Christian Life!   

Now, can you put the past few days together?  Taking in 
the Word of God prompts our faith, and every time we 
place our faith in a promise from God’s Word we hold title 

to the way things 
really are.  This 
process of trusting 
in the Word of God 
can be likened to 
leaning on Him for 
support, rolling the 
details and circum-
stances of our life 
to Him, taking ref-
uge in Him, and 
forming a strong 
lifeline from the 
many promises He 
has given us.  The 
walk of faith can 
certainly be chal-
lenging, but our 
God has given us 
cause and every 
reason to take that 
walk!  



The Basics! 
Thursday, May 30: Read II Corinthians 5 

I trust by now you have seen the significance of faith in 
the Christian Life.  Today let me introduce you to three 
additional aspects, all meant to work in harmony: 

 For we walk by faith, not by sight.   II Corinthians 5:7   

The walk of faith is trusting in the Lord and His promises, 
every step of the way.  Add to this in I Corinthians 16:13:  

Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be men of 
courage; be strong.   

Standing firm in the faith is to hold fast to the truths of 
God’s Word when trials or temptations hit.  One more: 

The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 
        
     Galatians 2:20  

Putting these all together, we are to stand by faith in  
trials, we are to walk by faith every step of our lives, and 
we are to live our lives in dependence upon our Savior.  
Let me share two of my favorite examples.  When the Is-
raelites were hemmed in against the Red Sea with Phar-
aoh’s army behind them, Moses stood before them and 
said, “Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord 
will bring you today.” (Exodus 14:13)  You see, sometimes 
all we can do is to stand firm and leave the rest to God.  
And then, there is David before Goliath:  

“. . .the battle is the Lord’s”. . .David ran quickly to 
the battle line to meet him (Goliath).  I Samuel 17:47-48  

Sometimes, in faith, God wants us to charge life’s giants.  

No matter what our circumstances, God wants us to 
choose to stand by faith, walk by faith, and lead a life of 



The Basics! 
Friday, May 31: Read Numbers 20 

As we continue our investigation of the topic of faith, I 
want to add something very important to our understand-
ing.  In today’s reading, we see one of the very few times 
Moses is in trouble with the Lord.  In the past, Moses had 
been told to strike the rock and water would pour forth.  
This time, God tells Him to speak to the rock, and as you 
read, he disobeyed in a number of different ways.  God 
takes Moses aside and pronounces very stern discipline—
the reason why is for another day.  What I want you to 
see today is God’s expanded explanation of Moses’ disci-
pline in Deuteronomy 32:50-51:  

“There on the mountain you have just climbed you 
will die and be gathered to your people. . .This is 
because both of you broke faith with Me in the  
presence of the Israelites at the waters of Meribah 
Kadesh in the Desert of Zin and because you did not 
uphold My holiness among the Israelites.”  

Do you see why Moses came under such costly discipline?  
Because he broke faith with God and did not uphold His 
holiness before the people.  You may have a translation 
that says transgressed rather than broke faith.  Let me be 
very clear about this word: Its basic meaning is to act in 
an unfaithful or treacherous manner.  Certainly, to do so 
would be a transgression, but Moses broke faith with the 
Lord by getting his eyes off of the Lord and onto vexing 
circumstances.  This led to direct disobedience.   

Here is the point I want to add to our understanding, 
which I do not think can be overstated: To have faith in 
God, is to uphold His holiness.  Thus, it is more than just 
trusting in a promise, it is to act in obedience to God’s 
revealed will.   
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