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MAKE YOUR FACE 

SHINE UPON YOUR SERVANT 

AND TEACH ME YOUR DECREES.�
PSALM 119:135�



Foreword 
I try to stay about four months ahead on the devotionals.  
That means we are about a week away from Christmas of 
2021, as I put the finishing touches on April of 2022’s  
devotional.  We are facing a number of challenges as this 
year closes, and so I am  
wondering what things will 
be like by April of 2022.  
One thing I know for cer-
tain—that although:  

. . . heaven and earth 
will pass away, Your 
Word, O Lord, will never 
pass away.   
    Matthew 24:35   

So, as we continue our  
daily time in your Word; 

Make your face shine 
upon your servant and 
teach me Your decrees.   
    Psalm 119:135 

In His grace,  
 
Kevin Redig 
 
 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either  
the NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 
 



Return to Jeremiah 
Friday, April 1: Read Philippians 3 

In the third chapter of Philippians, Paul lays out his reli-
gious credentials, knowing they are as good as anyone’s.  
He notes that all his credentials might be a reason why he 
could: 

. . . have confidence in the flesh . . .        Philippians 3:4   
As a Christian, Paul goes on to state:  

But what things were gain to me, these I have 
counted as loss for Christ.             Philippians 3:7 

All these credentials that he lays claim to, he declares to 
be rubbish in contrast to what He has in Christ through 
faith.   
What he has, as the result of his faith, is a kind of right-
eousness that makes him acceptable before God.  All of 
this is what God gave to Paul and gives to us as the result 
of turning to Christ in faith.        

Continued on the next page. 



Return to Jeremiah 
Friday, April 1: Read Philippians 3 

(Continued) 
Then Paul makes a very important shift.  He stops  
describing what God has given to him and starts a listing 
of what he desires to receive from God!  Today let’s focus 
on the very first item on Paul’s list: 

. . . that I may know Him . . .       Philippians 3:10   
How is it possible for a human being, even one who has 
placed his or her faith in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ, to really know the Lord Jesus Christ?  That ques-
tion might be difficult for some, but not for us, as we are 
in the middle of a study of Jeremiah.  We know that  
desire didn’t start with Paul.  It is part of the express  
intent and purposes of God as laid out in the New  
Covenant of Jeremiah 31!  It is His desire that we would: 

. . . all know Him from the least to the greatest.   
               Jeremiah 31:34   

Furthermore, the Book of Hebrews makes it clear that  
Jesus is the mediator of the New Covenant.  Hebrews 
8:13 and 10:15-18 expand the covenant’s scope to in-
clude not just Israel, but also the Church.  Do you see it?  

It is not about one time, 
or one writer of Scripture.  
God wants a daily, person-
al, vertical relationship 
with His creation.   
If this is what God wants, 
then we know that, in 
grace, He provides the 
means.  So there you 
have our focus for this  
lesson and on into the  
devotions next week.  



Return to Jeremiah 
Monday, April 4: Read Ephesians 1 

Before we focus on how to go about the pursuit of know-
ing Christ, let’s spend a moment looking at the context of 
the verse we introduced on Friday, Philippians 3:10.  The 
Greek word translated know is the verb ginosko which 
means to know, to know by experience, and to become 
acquainted with.  It is in the active voice which means 
that Paul was producing the action.  In other words, to 
know Christ means we have to make the choices and take 
the steps necessary to do so.  Now, in the context, Paul  
also wants to know the power of the resurrection.  You 
will find that very same idea in our reading for today:     

. . . that you may know . . . what is the exceeding  
greatness of His power toward us who believe,  
according to the working of His mighty power which 
He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the 
dead . . .             Ephesians 1:18-20  

Philippians 3:10 adds something that is going to seem 
very strange to us—the desire to share in the sufferings of 
Christ.  This, too, is documented elsewhere in Scripture:   

For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ 
not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer for 
Him.               Philippians 1:29  

At this point, let me ask a very sobering question: Do you 
think every Christian—everyone who has placed his or her 
faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ—knows Jesus 
Christ in the way that Paul has in mind?  Specifically, does 
every Christian know the power of the resurrection in their 
lives and share in the sufferings of Christ?  It doesn’t 
come naturally to us, does it?  That’s why it is so im-
portant for us to answer the question: How do we go 
about doing this?  The following lessons will help answer 
this question! 



 Return to Jeremiah 
Tuesday, April 5: Read John 17 

As we turn our full attention to the idea of knowing Christ,  
I want you to see how widely spread is this worthy goal 
throughout the New Testament.  For example, in Peter’s 
second letter to the churches to which he ministered in 
Asia minor, he tells them to: 

 . . . grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ . . .      II Peter 3:18 

We should note that Peter makes clear he knows he is go-
ing to die shortly, and so his desire is to remind these pre-
cious believers of that which is most important.  What is it 
that is occupying his thoughts?  It is for the believers to 

grow in grace and 
knowledge!   
Then consider John 
17:3 where Jesus 
says:  
“Now this is eternal 
life, that they may 
know You, the only 
true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom you 
have sent.” 
Sometimes we think of 
eternal life as begin-
ning at some point in 
the future and being 
synonymous with 
heaven.  This verse 
should really grab our 
attention because it  



Return to Jeremiah 
Tuesday, April 5: Read John 17 

(Continued) 
defines eternal life relationally!  That means we can actu-
ally begin to experience eternal life now if we do what  
Peter wanted—grow in our knowledge of Christ.  Note 
that this isn’t learning more about Him, but knowing Him 
relationally through the ministry of the Holy Spirit and the 
Word.  In short, eternal life is not really about going 
somewhere, it’s about knowing Someone!   
Lastly, knowing Christ is the means by which we know the 
Father.   

No one has ever seen God, but God the One and  
Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made Him 
known.            John 1:18  

Jesus is the One, the only One, through whom we can 
know the Father and through whom the Father is  
revealed to us.  There is just one more thing for us to 
do—be as practical as possible and look at the specifics of 
how it is that we can grow in knowing Christ.  That will be 
our focus for tomorrow. 



Return to Jeremiah 
Wednesday, April 6: Read Luke 10 

Let’s ask and answer the question: “How do we grow in 
knowing Christ?”  Consider the following points. 
 We come to know Him through His Word.   

Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly . . . 
              Colossians 3:16   

As we come to the Word of God, what I Corinthians 
2:16 calls the mind of Christ, we are to understand it 
to be His thoughts and His ways.  They are to dwell 
within, occupy our thinking, inform our viewpoint, and 
thereby bring us into relationship with Him.   

 We come to know Him as the Holy Spirit takes the 
Word of God and teaches our human spirit.  
“And I will ask the Father, and He will give you  
another counselor to be with you forever—the  
Spirit of truth . . . the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in my name, will teach you all things and 
will remind you of everything I have said to you.”   
               John 14:16, 26  
When Jesus ascended to heaven He did not leave His 
followers as orphans, but rather sent another.  By that, 
He meant another member of the Trinity, the Holy 
Spirit, to teach and guide.  The Spirit’s role is to point 
us to Christ and bring us into relationship with Him 
through the Word of God.    

 We come to know Him as we sit at the feet of Jesus, 
and listen to what He has to say. (Luke 10:38-42)  

I love this story of Mary and Martha.  It is so easy to iden-
tify with Martha and the way she was distracted by the 
demands of this life.  Yet, it is the behavior of Mary that is  



Return to Jeremiah 
Wednesday, April 6: Read Luke 10 

(Continued) 
so compelling, for she sat at the feet of Jesus, listening to 
what He had to say.  And, Jesus said:  

“. . . Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not  
be taken from her.”             Luke 10:42   

Consider the physical ramifications of this narrative for 
just a minute.  In order to hear what Jesus has to say, 
you have to physically go 
to His feet.  You have to go 
to a quiet place of study, 
open your Bible, and listen 
to the Lord.  You also have 
to set aside the cacophony 
that clamors for your atten-
tion and listen to what He 
has to say!  Here is the 
beauty of what was going 
on with Mary: She was de-
veloping a personal one-
ness-of-nature kind of 
knowledge, which is very 
different than just knowing 
about Him.  When she looked to Jesus, in faith, she was 
saved, but it is this kind of steady gaze that is going to 
sanctify.  

We all, with open face beholding as in a mirror the 
glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image 
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 
               II Corinthians 3:18  

We could stop here, but I would like to share one more 
pitfall to avoid.  We’ll look at that tomorrow.   



Return to Jeremiah 
Thursday, April 7: Read John 5  

When it comes to knowing Jesus, our reading for today tells 
us how we can go wrong.  We have to be very sensitive to 
this because we can fool ourselves that we are doing all the 
right things.  In Verses 38-40, look how Jesus responds to 
the Pharisees’ criticism that he healed on the Sabbath:  

 “. . . nor does His Word dwell in you, for you do not  
believe the One He sent.  You diligently study the  
Scriptures because you think that by them you pos-
sess eternal life.  These are the Scriptures that testify 
about Me, yet you refuse to come to Me to have life.”   

Pharisees, who studied the Word of God religiously, didn’t 
recognize Jesus and refused to come to Him in faith.  Is 
this a fulfillment of the New Covenant of Jeremiah 31:34? 

. . . they will all know me from the least to the 
greatest.”  

Of course not!  Consider two things that went wrong.  
First, you can make the Word of God a medium of scholar-
ship rather than a medium of relationship!  It is not how 
much we know, but Who we know.  We should see our 
time in the Word as God speaking to us, and then continu-
ing the dialogue in prayer and meditation.   
Second, it is also possible to mistake human ability—skill in 
oration or charismatic leadership—for the still small voice 
of the Spirit. (I Kings 19:12)  When either happens, here is 
what follows: We fall away from grace (Galatians 5:4), we 
literally swerve off course.  Next, we try to establish our-
selves before God by some system of works (Galatians 
4:9), as did the Pharisees, which is not the Christian Life.  
We must choose to sit at the feet of Jesus, as Mary did, or 
swerve off course and miss the voice of the King of glory 
as He speaks to us.  Consider your choice carefully. 



Book of Hebrews 
Friday, April 8: Read Hebrews 3:16-4:11 
The Exodus is the term we use to describe God’s redemption 
of Abraham’s descendants out of slavery in Egypt, and even-
tually forming them into the nation of Israel with a land all 
their own.  This is the redemption of two million people by 
God’s working with “outstretched arm and with mighty acts of 
judgment. ” (Exodus 6:6)   
Despite seeing firsthand the power of their God in the ten 
plagues and the opening of a safe passage through the Red 
Sea, the newly liberated slaves struggled to do the one thing 
more important than all else—trust God for their every need.  
When they ran out of water, they complained.  When they 
wanted a change of food, they complained.  When they got 
bored, they engaged in idolatry.  They did all this despite a 
visible presence of their God among them every day!  With-
out this background, we really won’t be able to understand 
the message to the church in Hebrews Chapters 3 and 4. The 
writer of Hebrews is going to use the devastating conse-
quences to the redeemed Israelites for their persistent  
unbelief as a way to warn us from following their example. 
From our last readings in Hebrews, we have been warned 
against hearing the voice of the Lord and turning away in  
unbelief.  At the same time we are being admonished to be-
come a partaker with Christ by persevering in the faith.   
In this next section the writer of Hebrews is going to intro-
duce us to a great concept called the rest of faith! Let’s lay 
the foundation.  Verse 16 asks: Who were they who heard 
and rebelled?   When it comes to Israel’s history, that doesn’t 
narrow it down much, for Israel had a problem with persis-
tent unbelief.  The follow-up answer clarifies greatly.  Were 
they not all those Moses led out of Egypt?   That makes clear 
exactly who we are talking about—the Exodus generation.   
We’ll pick up right here in our text on Monday.  
  



 Book of Hebrews 
Monday, April 11: Read Numbers 13 
We are continuing in the text of Hebrews 3:16-4:11.  Thus 
far we have identified the Exodus Generation when they 
are said to have been in rebellion.  Let’s continue:  

And with whom was He angry for forty years?  Was 
it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in 
the desert?                 Hebrews 3:17  

We have narrowed things down further.  We are now talk-
ing about Israel’s 40 
years of wandering in the 
wilderness.  Keep in mind 
that these 40 years were 
to cover a journey that 
should have been meas-
ured in months and not 
years.  The event that led 
to the Lord’s discipline, 
and 40 years of wander-
ing, happened just over 
one year out of Egypt.   
After the Exodus Genera-

tion left the Red Sea behind, they ran into a no-water situ-
ation in Exodus 15, a no food situation in Exodus 16, and 
another no-water situation in Exodus 17.  They failed each 
of these tests!  I say failed, because rather than turning to 
the Lord in dependent trust to meet their needs, they 
complained bitterly.   
Perhaps their time at Mt. Sinai will turn things around.  
They received the Mosaic Law including the instructions 
for building the Tabernacle, the implementation of the  
Levitical offerings, and the Aaronic Priesthood.  God Him-
self took up residence in the Tabernacle Holy of Holies.   



Book of Hebrews 
Monday, April 11: Read Numbers 13 

(Continued) 
What a glorious thing to have the Creator God of this uni-
verse dwelling among you as His very own people.  Even-
tually, after celebrating the first Passover, the people 
move on from Sinai 
and arrive at the bor-
ders of the Promised 
Land.   
They sent spies to 
check out the land. 
And, as you read in 
today’s account, the 
spies all agreed that it 
was a good land—
flowing with milk and 
honey.  But, as you 
also should have  
noted, the spies had 
quite differing opin-
ions about the possi-
bility of conquering 
this land.   
That brings us to Hebrews 3:18-19:   

And to whom did God swear that they would never 
enter His rest if not to those who disobeyed?  So we 
see they were not able to enter because of their  
unbelief.  

God’s place of rest for Israel was the Promised Land, but 
He did not allow them to go in upon their first arrival at its 
borders because of their unbelief.  We’ll read about the 
rest of the story following Easter.    



 Preparing for Easter 
Tuesday, April 12: Read I Peter 1 

I have often preached that the salvation God provides 
through the person and work of His Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, is a free gift to all who will receive it.  We receive it 
by faith—faith in who Jesus is and what He accomplished 
on the cross.  Because it is a gift, we say it is by grace, for 
we neither work for nor deserve this gift of salvation avail-
able through the Son.   
There are those who will attack this message by claiming 
it is a message of cheap grace!  They will go on to tell you 
about what a person must add to the work of Christ in  
order to be saved.  Let’s consider for a moment the claim 
that God’s grace is cheap, and see if there is any merit to 
this argument.  Ephesians 2:8-9 uses the very words we 
are discussing:  

For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this not from yourself, it is the gift of 
God, not by works, so that no one can boast.  



Preparing for Easter 
Tuesday, April 12: Read I Peter 1 

(Continued) 
Apparently, our salvation really is a gift as this passage 
makes clear, but let me point out something about a gift.  
In order to truly be a gift, it must cost the recipient noth-
ing, but there is always a cost to the giver of the gift.  To 
say that the Biblical message of a salvation through faith 
in Christ is one based upon a cheap grace is to show a  
remarkable misunderstanding of the cost of the gift from 
God’s side of the equation.  Two verses from today’s read-
ing will help us with that:   

For you know that it was not with perishable things  
such as silver or gold that you were redeemed  
from the empty way of life handed down to you  
from your forefathers, but with the precious blood  
of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.  
                I Peter 1:18-19   

Do you see it?  The cost for our salvation was that our 
heavenly Father gave His only begotten Son who in turn 
shed His precious blood!  Our salvation could not be more 
costly.  I would never call it cheap, and I marvel that this 
incredible cost was paid for me! 



  Preparing for Easter 
Wednesday, April 13: Read Exodus 6 

I find Exodus 6:6 to be a wonderfully compelling verse, for 
it tells us something about the nature and plans of God.   

“. . . I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and 
with mighty acts of judgment.”    

In context, this is God promising to reach into Egypt and 
redeem His people from their slavery.  Further, He is going 
to do so by means of mighty acts of judgment, a reference 
to the ten plagues about to fall upon the Egyptians.  The 
Jews found it hard to believe that God could reach in and 
liberate them from the most powerful nation on earth, but 
that is exactly what He did.  God is more than capable 
enough to accomplish all that He wills, and it has always 
been His way to redeem the enslaved.   

This passage is perfectly descriptive of 
the first coming of Jesus Christ.  Why 
not, for it is the nature of God to work 
salvation with His own arm (Isaiah 
59:16), through works of judgment, 
that the lost might be redeemed!  Do 
you see it?  The Father sent His Son, 
born of a virgin in Bethlehem—that is 
the outstretched arm of God.   
There is no mightier act of judgment 

than the Father’s judgment of sin, Christ received unto 
Himself the sin of the entire human race.  There is no 
greater work of redemption than redeeming lost mankind 
from that dominion of darkness so that those who turn to 
Christ and trust Him for eternal life would be brought into: 

 . . . the kingdom of the Son . . . in whom we have  
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.      
            Colossians 1:13-14  



Preparing for Easter 
Thursday, April 14: Read Isaiah 1 

Those who teach that God has predestined some to be 
saved and some to suffer eternal damnation have missed 
a good part of the Biblical storyline.  There is a lot of sin 
and rebellion in the first chapter of Isaiah, but there is this 
remarkable short section in the middle of today’s reading:  

“Come now, let us reason together,” says the LORD.  
“Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be  
as white as snow; though they are red as crimson,  
they shall be like wool.  If you are willing and  
obedient, you will eat the best from the land; but if 
you resist and rebel, you will be devoured by the 
sword.” For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.   
                 Isaiah 1:18-20 

Note the following lessons from this passage.  First, does 
this sound like the outcome is predetermined or much 
more like He is offering the people a choice?  The options 
are clear and the people called to choose!  Further, the 
blessing or judgment is dependent upon the choice made 
by those to whom the Word of the Lord is addressed.   
Second, the sheer magnitude of the graciousness of God, 
even in the Old Testament, is clear. This whole chapter is 
full of the sin and rebellion of the Jewish people:“They 
have forsaken the LORD; they have spurned the Holy One of 
Israel and turned their backs on Him.”  (Isaiah 1:4)   
Third, despite their actions, God calls to His people to 
come, and let us reason together.  He promises that they 
will be cleansed from sin and eat the best of the land—if 
they will just choose to come and obey the Lord Almighty.   
God still calls us to come in faith through the person and 
work of Christ.  Though we come stained crimson, through 
the Blood of the Lamb we are washed as white as snow!   



 Preparing for Easter 
Friday, April 15: Read John 19 

If you have heard me preach for any length of time, you 
have undoubtedly heard me refer to John 19:30.  This 
verse, which documents Jesus’ last words on the cross, 
provides a powerful truth on which our Christian walk 
must be anchored.   

When He had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is 
finished.”  With that, He bowed His head and gave 
up His spirit. 

Notice the simple statement of fact.  When Jesus’ work on 
the cross was completed, He dismissed His spirit.  When 
the spirit (and the soul) leave the body, physical death 
has just occurred.  While bearing our sins upon Himself, 
Jesus had already suffered another kind of death—
separation from the Father, for God is light and in Him is 
no darkness at all.  Thus, when the sins of the human 
race were poured out on Christ, the Father and the Holy 
Spirit turned their backs on Him—figuratively speaking.   
Jesus received the judgment of God upon Himself.  Thus, 
fellowship was broken with the other two members of the 
Trinity, for the one and only time in all eternity, while He 
received unto Himself the judgment we deserved.   



Preparing for Easter 
Friday, April 15: Read John 19 

(Continued) 
But was it enough?  Did His work at Calvary take care of 
the sins of all people, of all time?  That’s the point at 
which the last words of Jesus carry so much weight.  The 
verse “It is finished”  
is translated from one 
Greek word.  That 
word has a range of 
meanings, which in-
clude: to bring to an 
end (finish), to com-
plete a work, to pay a 
debt.   
All of these definitions 
explain some aspect 
of the finished work 
of the cross.  The 
grammar associated 
with this verb adds 
still more to our  
understanding of the 
meaning, for it is a perfect tense verb, which is used when 
the action of the verb was completed in the past and the 
results continue to the present.  This is how we know our 
sins have been paid in full.  The word is also in the indica-
tive mood, the mood used to state a fact.  The solemn re-
ality of the universe is that Jesus paid it all!   
Was it enough?  Does the work of the cross cover the sins 
of all mankind across all time?   
Jesus left no doubt.  His words assure us that our debts 
have been paid in full.  What a Savior! 



 Book of Hebrews 
Monday, April 18:   

Read Numbers 14:1-12 
We continue the discussion we began before our Easter 
break, understanding the way the Exodus generation is 
used to instruct us in the Book of Hebrews.  So, between 
after finding the Land just as God had promised, overflow-
ing with milk and honey, how did the people respond?   

That night all the people of 
the community raised their 
voices and wept aloud.  All 
the Israelites grumbled 
against Moses and Aaron, 
and the whole assembly 
said to them, “If only we 
had died in Egypt! . . . Why 
is the LORD bringing us to 
this land only to let us fall 
by the sword?”    
    Numbers 14:1-3  
The people are weeping in 
fear, threatening the life of 

Moses and Aaron, and accusing God of a plot to put them 
all to death!  How is this possible?  Well, to be fair, God 
had left out the detail of a well-fortified land that included 
a group of very tall warriors.  But still, their God is the one 
who humbled the most powerful  
nation on earth and brought them out with plunder!  The 
same God has fed them every morning and caused water 
to flow out of solid rock!  Why are they worried about Ca-
naanites at this point?  One word—unbelief!  How does 
God take this?   
 



Book of Hebrews 
Monday, April 18:   

Read Numbers 14:1-12 (Continued) 
The answer is in Numbers 14:11-12, and it should really 
get our attention:   

The LORD said to Moses, “How long will these people 
treat Me with contempt?  How long will they refuse to 
believe in Me, in spite of all the miraculous signs I have 
performed among them?  I will strike them down with a 
plague and destroy them, but I will make you into a  
nation greater and stronger than they.”   

In Verse 11 God asks, “How long will these people treat 
Me with contempt?”   This is 
how we treat God when we 
fail to believe His promises to 
us—any of the more than 
7,000 contained in His Word.  
To make sure this sinks in, let 
me show you how a number 
of other translations handle 
the phrase treat with con-
tempt in Verse 11: reject, pro-
voke, despise, and spurn.  Is 
this the right way to treat our 
promise-keeping God?  Of course not!   
What I want us to realize is that when we act as if God can-
not keep His promises to us, this is exactly what we do!  As 
you can see, God has reached the point where their repeat-
ed failure to trust Him, even though He gave them ample 
and repeated reasons for doing so, is going to have some 
serious consequences.  More on that tomorrow.   



 
Book of Hebrews 

Tuesday, April 19:  
Read Numbers 14:13-38 

So what happened?  Did God strike down all of Abraham’s 
descendants and start over with the descendants of  
Moses?  Thankfully for Israel, Moses, being the humble 
man of God that he was, stepped into the gap on the  
people’s behalf and pleaded for them.  His point of argu-
ment wasn’t about sparing the people, but about the rep-
utation of God.  Let me suggest that this whole dialogue 
isn’t actually about trying to get God to change His mind, 
but about the unchanging truth that God will be glorified.   
Here is God’s answer to the plea of Moses:   

“I have forgiven them, as you asked.  Nevertheless, 
as surely as I live and as surely as the glory of the 
LORD fills the whole earth, not one of the men who 
saw My glory and the miraculous signs I performed 
in Egypt and in the desert but who disobeyed Me 
and tested Me ten times—not one of them will ever 
see the land I promised on oath to their forefathers.   
No one who has treated Me with contempt will ever 
see it.”            Numbers 14:20-23  

“I have forgiven them 

as you asked,”  

the LORD replied.  



Book of Hebrews 
Tuesday, April 19:  

Read Numbers 14:13-38 (Continued) 
Now you know what the writer of Hebrews is trying to do. 
He wants to make sure that we do not, as Christians, end 
up dying in a spiritual wilderness of our own making!  This 
is serious stuff, isn’t it? 
Here are the consequences of unbelief: No one over the 
age of 20 (Numbers 14:29) is going to enter the Land,  
except for the two spies who responded in faith as to 
God’s ability to do what He had promised:   

Joshua . . . and Caleb . . . said to the entire Israelite 
assembly, “The land we passed through and  
explored is exceedingly good.  If the LORD is pleased 
with us, He will lead us into that land, a land flow-
ing with milk and honey, and will give it to us.  Only  
do not rebel against the LORD.  And do not be  
afraid . . . ”               Numbers 14:6-9 
   

It wasn't that only two men out of the nation were saved, 
it was that only two trusted in the promises of God!   Let 
me summarize what we have learned: You rebel against 
the Lord when you fail to trust Him and you depart from 
the will of God when circumstances cause you to be afraid 
rather than to trust.   

One final thought for today: As I have mentioned many 
times, the Exodus Generation were saved individuals, as 
the New Testament makes very clear: 

They all ate the same spiritual food and drank the 
same spiritual drink, for they drank from the spir-
itual rock that accompanied them, and that rock 
was Christ.  Nevertheless, God was not pleased with 
most of them; their bodies were scattered over the 
desert.                  I Corinthians 10:3-5  



Book of Hebrews 
Wednesday, April 20: 
Read Deuteronomy 32 

We have seen a very powerful connection between  
Hebrews Chapters 3 and 4 and the history of the people of 
Israel.  Of course, the Jewish Christians to whom the Book 
of Hebrews is addressed would know this history, but  
being less familiar, we have had to take a closer look to 
understand the connection.  Having done so, we are now 
ready for some application: 
1. What kept the Israelites from entering the Promised 

Land and the associated rest that God had in mind for 
them?  Old Testament or New, the answer is the 
same—unbelief as to the intent and ability of our sov-
ereign, omnipotent God! (Numbers 14:11, Hebrews 3:19)  
When we fall short, God never sugar-coats the lesson 
to be learned: Unbelief keeps us from the blessing God 
intends for us to have! 

2. What should really grab our attention is that we have 
been looking at the unbelief of redeemed people, and 
how their unbelief kept them from entering the Land of  



Book of Hebrews 
Wednesday, April 20: 

Read Deuteronomy 32 (Continued) 
Promise that God had prepared.  We should immedi-
ately make the connection that unbelief in our lives is 
going to have consequences as well! 

3. For Israel, the Promised Land was a physical location, 
a place where the people could find rest.  It was a land 
of their own, centered in God’s geographic will, where 
they would receive His blessing and bounty. 

4. There are those who want to write off the failure of the 
Exodus generation as the failure of lost people and 
equate the Promised Land with heaven.  In previous 
readings, I have shown you why the Exodus genera-
tion should be considered saved individuals.  Let me 
show you now why God’s rest is a place of blessing in 
time—not heaven.  Did you know that God did not al-
low Moses to enter the Promised Land?  Do you really 
think you can make the case that Moses was not 
saved?  (If you think so, read Hebrews 11:24-28 and 
see if you don’t change your mind.)  Why, then, did 
Moses, like the people of Israel, not enter the Land?   
God tells Moses why when He allows him to see the 
Land from afar, but not enter:  
“There on the mountain you have climbed you will 
die and be gathered  to your people . . . This because 
both of you broke faith with me in the presence of 
the Israelites at the waters of Meribah . . .”   
            Deuteronomy 32:50-51   

God is referring back to an incident in Numbers 20, when 
Moses disobeyed God.  How does God summarize Moses’ 
failure?  He calls it breaking faith, which is the same thing 
that kept all but two of the Exodus Generation out of the 
Land.  Are you starting to see the message for us?  



Book of Hebrews 
Thursday, April 21: Read John 17 

We are continuing on right where we left off yesterday:   
5. The fact that not even Moses entered the place of rest 

that God intended should really get our attention!  We 
need to take this message to heart, lest we, too, fall 
short of entering the rest of God!  

Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His 
rest, let us fear lest any of you seem to have come 
short of it.              Hebrews 4:1 

The promise of God’s rest remains!  It is still there for 
you and me to-
day!  If you and I 
watch the news 
and panic, we 
have most cer-
tainly not entered 
God’s rest.  In 
fact, we, too, can 
spend extended 
periods of our 
lives in the wil-
derness, but we 
don’t have to!  
The promise remains—He still has a rest for us. 

6. By now you should want specifics: “What is the rest of 
God?”  For Israel, it was a physical location with physi-
cal abundance.  For us, during this the time of the 
Church, there is a spiritual analog.  Let me introduce 
you to it by making use of New Testament Scripture.   



Book of Hebrews 
Thursday, April 21: Read John 17 

(Continued) 
God’s place of rest for the child of God during this the 
time of the Church includes:  
 Having an abundant spiritual life (John 10:10) 
 Abiding in Jesus Christ (John 15:4) 
 Knowing the Father and the Son (John 17:3) 
 Being anxious about nothing (Philippians 4:6) 
 Knowing the truth that your life is now hidden with 

Christ in God (Colossians 3:3) 
 Finding His power made perfect in your weakness  

(II Corinthians 12:9)   
I could go on, for there is much, much more!  We have a 
lot to learn about the 
place of rest that God 
intends for us, but for 
now let me conclude 
by saying that what it 
is going to require on 
our part is what was 
missing on the part 
of the children of  
Israel who were re-
deemed out of Egypt.  
It is going to require us to know the promises of God and 
then believe them—every day, in every circumstance, and 
in every trial.   
Should we fail, we need to confess our unbelief and get 
right back to trusting!   



Book of Hebrews 
Friday, April 22: Read Hebrews 4:1-11 
The first and last verses of today’s reading are like two 
bookends, with related material in between.  In order to 

better understand the  
believer’s rest, we are going 
to   focus upon these two 
verses.  Let me show you 
how similar they are: 
Therefore, since a promise 
remains of entering His 
rest, let us fear lest any of 
you seem to have come 
short of it.   
        Hebrews 4:1 
Let us therefore be  
diligent to enter that rest, 
lest anyone fall according 
to the same example of 
disobedience.  

               Hebrews 4:11   
Both Verses 1 and 11 speak of God’s rest, and both are 
very cautionary in tone—God’s rest is something that the 
child of God can, but absolutely should not, miss!   
Further, I want to make sure you see that the writer of 
Hebrews has brought this idea of rest right into the New 
Testament.  Verse 6 tells us that:“It still remains that 
some will enter that rest” and Verse 9 tells us that “there 
remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God.”   
In short, this is a concept that crosses the boundary of the 
Old Testament right into the New and is every bit as  
applicable in our day as it was for the Exodus generation.  
We dare not ignore it!  In short, God’s promise of a rest 
for His people has no expiration date!   



Book of Hebrews 
Friday, April 22: Read Hebrews 4:1-11 

(Continued) 
Next, before talking about the positive side of the rest of 
God, let me come at it from the negative side.  Did you 
notice the strong undercurrent of potential failure?  The 
phrases lest any of you come short and lest anyone fall 
according to the same example of disobedience make the 
potential for failure very clear.  This is what it means to 
have the message preached but be of no value—because 
those who heard did not combine it with faith. (Hebrews 
4:2) and, when we fail to trust in the promises and provi-
sion of God, it is described by such phrases as dying in 
the wilderness, failing to be a partaker with Christ, being 
deceived by sin, and turning in unbelief from the living 
God!  These are the very last things we should ever want 
to be descriptive of our lives.   
So how do we avoid them, and how then do we enter the 
rest of God?  Read more on Monday! 



Book of Hebrews 
Monday, April 25: Read Daniel 3 

Those who live their lives in a spiritual wilderness of their 
own making do so because, although they heard the good 
news, they failed to combine it with faith. (Hebrews 4:2)   
In this case, the good news is the more than 7,000 prom-
ises that God has preserved in His Word.  They are wait-
ing for us to diligently learn them, fit them to our circum-
stances, and appropriate them by faith.  Should we do so, 
we will have entered the rest of God!  This rest is the 
place where we are trusting God and His promises instead 
of our own resources, abilities, intellect, or strength.   
The rest of God is a place of soul stillness, a place  
where we have not only peace with God, but the peace of 
God.  This will only happen when we have put life’s chal-
lenges in God’s hands and are no longer seeking to manip-
ulate the outcome ourselves.  We have seen examples of 
failing to enter the rest of God by looking at the Exodus 
Generation.  How about now looking at a few successes.   



Book of Hebrews 
Monday, April 25: Read Daniel 3 

(Continued) 
When Nebuchadnezzar threatened Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah with being thrown into the fiery furnace unless they 
worshipped his golden statue, here is what they said: 

“O Nebuchadnezzar, 
we do not need to 
defend ourselves  
before you in this 
matter.  If we are 
thrown into the 
blazing furnace,  
the God we serve is 
able to save us from 
it, and He will rescue 
us from your hand, 
O king.  But even if 
He does not, we 
want you to know,  
O king, that we will 
not serve your gods or worship the image of gold 
you have set up.”                Daniel 3:16-18   

So which is it?  Do they seem to be panicking, or are they 
at rest regarding the outcome?  Are they trying to negoti-
ate a better outcome, or do you notice a certain soul still-
ness and peace.    
How about when Paul, as a prisoner of Nero, says, “For to 
me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.” (Philippians 1:21) 
Paul goes on to explain that He is either going to continue 
in fruitful ministry or die and be at home with the Lord.  In 
either event, Paul is at rest with the outcome, because he 
is trusting God and has put things in His hands.  I’ll try 
and give you the nuts and bolts of entering God’s rest in 
tomorrow’s lesson. 



Book of Hebrews 
Tuesday, April 26: Read Philippians 4 
From the text of Hebrews 3 and 4, we get the idea that 
entering the rest of God is something crucial for the child 
of God.  Yet, at the same time, it remains a very abstract 
idea.  Let’s see if we can make it crystal clear by drawing 
upon the context of these two chapters and focusing on 
just one verse, Hebrews 4:11:   

Let us therefore be diligent (labor) to enter that rest, 
lest anyone fall according to the same example of 
disobedience.  

The word translated diligent means to do something 
quickly, with diligence, and effort.  In fact, the King James 
Version translates this word, as I have indicated in the  
parenthesis, as labor.  I like that translation of this crucial 
word, because it forces us to think through how it is that 
we would labor in order to achieve rest!   I’ll tell you: 
1. In context, the problem for the Exodus Generation, as 

well as our day, is a failure to combine the promises of 
God with faith. (Hebrews 4:2) 

2. Furthermore, there is many a time when we need to 
trust God, rather than trying to solve every problem by 
human means.  That is what is meant in Verse 10 
when it says that to enter God’s rest, we must cease 
from our own labors. 

3. This is what we are to do: Labor to come to the point 
of faith in the promises of God and, by doing so, enter 
the rest of God!  We labor by being quick to the Word 
of God, diligent to see what it has to say about our 
specific circumstances, and realizing it is going to take 
time and effort to come to the point that we under-
stand what God has to say, so that we might believe 
and thereby find rest!   



Book of Hebrews 
Tuesday, April 26: Read Philippians 4 

(Continued) 
Now, let me be very quick to point out that you will find 
nothing like this in the world, and the flesh will resist it 
every step of the way.  Nonetheless, it is worth it to do  
it God’s way, for there is nothing like navigating the  
challenges of life from a place of rest.  That is how Paul 
could say:  

I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it 
is to have plenty.  I have learned the secret of  
being content in any and every situation, whether 
well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in 
want.  I can do everything through Him who gives 
me strength.            Philippians 4:12-13    

God has provided what is needed so that we can do  
exactly the same thing! 



Book of Hebrews 
Wednesday, April 27:  
Read II Corinthians 5 

The challenges of health, heartache, and happenstance 
can all be very hard on our walk with the Lord.  Some-
times, they cause us to panic or get discouraged.  Some-
times, they even cause us to turn away from the One who 
loves us to the extent He died for us.   

What should we do 
when we face these 
challenges?  We 
have discovered 
God’s answer: Labor 
to enter His rest—
which is to say ap-
propriate His Word, 
by faith!   Faith in 
God and what He 
has revealed to us is 
the heartbeat of the 
Christian Life.  It is 
what we were made 

for—dependent reliance upon our Creator.  Is it any won-
der a survey of God’s Word finds such admonitions as: 

. . . the righteous will live by his faith . . . without 
faith it is impossible to please God . . . we walk by 
faith and not by sight. 
        Habakkuk 2:4, Hebrews 11:6, II Corinthians 5:7   

Let me be very clear regarding the object of our faith,   
the promises of God’s Word, and the promise-keeping God 
who stands behind His Word.   



Book of Hebrews 
Wednesday, April 27:   

Read II Corinthians 5 (Continued) 
Two passages will firm it up for us.  First, II Peter 1:3-4:    

His divine power has given us everything we need 
for life and godliness through our knowledge of Him 
who called us by His own glory and goodness. 
Through these He has given us His very great and 
precious promises, so that through them you may 
participate in the divine nature and escape the  
corruption in the world caused by evil desires.  

God has given us everything we need for life and godli-
ness; specifically, our needs can be addressed by means 
of the more than 7,000 promises He has given to us in His 
Word.  Not only that, through resting in these promises, 
we can participate in the very nature of God. 
Now a second passage to clarify this topic for us:  

So then, faith comes by hearing; and hearing by the 
Word of God.                   Romans 10:17   

If the first passage wasn’t clear enough, this one most 
certainly reinforces that our faith is to have as its object 
the Word of God.   
This leads us to our final concept for today—that of labor!  
This isn’t labor to solve the problem!  On the contrary, this 
is a labor that occurs when we are quick to the Word of 
God, diligent to uncover what it has to say, and know 
ahead of time that seeking the truth in God’s Word is the 
place to break a sweat!   
We will have one more day on this topic, and then I think 
we’ll give it a rest —no pun intended! 



Book of Hebrews 
Thursday, April 28: Read Genesis 22 

Let me try to sum up the principle of faith-rest, and then 
give you a powerful example from the Old testament:   
1. Faith, and in particular coming to the point of appropria-

tion by faith, is meant to follow the labor of learning 
what God has to say and identifying His promises.   

2. This has nothing to do with probabilities, feelings, posi-
tive thinking, or any such thing.  Our faith is to rest  
upon God’s facts as contained in His Word!   

3. The issue for us is one of making a choice!  By that I 
mean choosing to rest in the promises of God in the 
face of the circumstances associated with health, heart-
ache, and happenstance.   

4. We dare not stop at admiration, but must push on to 
appropriation.  This is our challenge!  We often hear a 
promise from God’s Word and respond, “That’s marvel-
ous!”  But do we appropriate it by faith, when circum-
stances require?  The difference between admiration 
and appropriation is the difference between the wilder-
ness and the rest of God!   

5. That place of rest for the people of God is what we are 
trying to reach.  It is the place where we have ceased 
from our own vain striving, ceased from turning to the 
world, ceased from all the mental turmoil to which we 
are prone, and moved to the place where we are simply 
trusting in the person and promises of our great God.  
Let me give you an example—that of Abraham.  Did he 
have promises from God?  Oh yes:   
“. . . a son coming from your own body will be your 
heir . . . Look up at the heavens and count the  
stars . . . So shall your offspring be.”      Genesis 15:4-5  



Book of Hebrews 
Thursday, April 28: Read Genesis 22 

(Continued) 
So, at age 100 against all probability, Abraham did have a 
son—Isaac.  As the young man grew,  

God tested Abraham . . . “Take your son, your only 
son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of 
Moriah.  Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering . . .”
                 Genesis 22:1-2 

I do not think we can understand 
the mental anguish suffered by 
Abraham, but we can certainly  
see what faith rest looks like.  
When Isaac asked his father 
about the lamb for the sacrifice, 
Abraham responded,  

“God Himself will provide the 
lamb for the burnt offering, 
my son.”     Genesis 22:8   

For this is what Abraham was thinking:  
By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered 
Isaac as a sacrifice . . . Abraham reasoned that God 
could raise him from the dead, and figuratively 
speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death.  
                     Hebrews 11:17-19   

Of course, God told Abraham,  
“Do not lay a hand on the boy . . . Now I know you 
fear God . . .”             Genesis 22:12   

How did Abraham do all of this?  The text tells us—by 
faith.  He did so from a place of resting in the promises, 
goodness, and capability of his great God!  This is a place 
where no circumstance of this world can touch us! 



I Corinthians Flashbacks 
Friday, April 29: Read I Corinthians 12 
Paul has been answering questions raised by the Corinthi-
ans back in I Corinthians 7:1: Now for the matters you 
wrote about, and then again in 8:1: Now about food sacri-
ficed to idols.  Here we are in Chapter 12 where he begins 
to answer yet another question beginning in Verse 1:  

Now about spiritual gifts . . .   
In each case Paul provides an answer to the question 
raised by the Corinthian congregation.  However, the an-
swers to the questions raised in Chapter 12 are going to 
be a bit more challenging.  Paul’s answers are contained 
in parts of Chapters 12, 13, and 14.  In order to make 
sense out of his response, we are going to have to start 
with the big picture.  This approach means you will have 
to remember a few things from day to day, and slightly re
-order the chapters, but it will also provide us with every-
thing we need to avoid error in this very important area. 

Big Picture View of I Corinthians 12-14—Point 1 
Point one is that the Corinthians have the issue of spiritual 
gifts topsy-turvy.  Is this any surprise to us?  We have seen 
throughout the book that they have a tendency towards 
being carnal, and this is just another example.  Let me 
show you what I mean.  They have made an issue of 
speaking in tongues, and so in I Corinthians 13:1 Paul has 
to make it clear they have the wrong focus.  The focus 
should be love.   



I Corinthians Flashbacks 
Friday, April 29: Read I Corinthians 12 

(Continued) 
In fact, the obsession of the people with gifts is addressed 
in I Corinthians 14:12, where Paul points out that they 
have the wrong priority:   

Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, 
let it be for the edification of the church that you seek 
to excel.  

Finally, they have the wrong practice with respect to spir-
itual things for Paul has to correct their reported behavior 
in public gatherings:  

 Let all things be done decently and in order.  
              I Corinthians 14:40   

Much more to come as we continue this topic in the May 
devotional. 
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