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Foreword 
We have a nice variety of devotional reading this month:  
Acts, Daniel, and Ephesians.  And, of course, as always, 
we’ll read a wide variety of sup-
porting Scripture as well.   

In this month’s devotional, I 
have also included something 
different for the week leading up 
to Easter; specifically, five days 
of readings based upon one of 
our publications entitled, But Let 
a Man Examine Himself. . .  
These readings are meant to 
help us reflect upon our spiritual 
condition as we approach our 
remembrance of Easter—God’s 
stamp of approval on the work of Christ and the basis of 
our new life in Christ!    

Enjoy this month’s readings. 

In His grace,  

 

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 

 



Return to Ephesians 
Monday, April 1: Read Matthew 27  

Although we are reading in Matthew today, we are still con-
sidering how we get the blessings promised in Ephesians: 

And you also were included in Christ when you 
heard the Word of truth, the Gospel of your  
salvation. . .            Ephesians 1:13a  

And what do you have to do with what you hear?  The 
next verse begins: “Having believed. . . .”  And, what hap-
pened when you believed?  Here is the rest of the verse: 

Having believed, you were marked in Him with a 
seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit 
guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption 
of those who are God’s possessions—to the praise 
of His glory.            Ephesians 1:13b-14 

Every child of God is sealed with the Holy Spirit.  Amazing!   
It is this deposit of the Spirit that guarantees what is to 
come in eternity.  Did you notice what is to the “praise of  
God’s glory?”  It is none other than bringing a lost sinner 
into a glorified condition.  What a great work of redemption 
it is to bring us from the condition of lost sinner to glorified 
in His presence—and the glory for doing so is all His!  Now, 
why did I have you read Matthew 27?  So that you would 
see and contrast the sealing ministry of man.   

“Take a guard,” Pilate answered.  “Go, make the 
tomb as secure as you know how.”  So they went 
and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the 
stone and posting the guard.         Matthew 27:65-66    

Those who crucified Jesus sealed His tomb, and added the 
might of Rome to keep Him there.  But the grave could not 
hold him.  The seal of man meant nothing.  On the other 
hand, when the Spirit of God seals you, you can have com-
plete confidence that you will be kept unto an eternal salva-
tion!  You can know so upon the authority of God’s Word!  
 



Back in Acts 
Tuesday, April 2: Read Acts 16:1-24  

Paul and Silas are now on what is often referred to as 
Paul’s Second Missionary Journey.  The focus of Paul’s 
First Missionary Journey was in Asia—modern day Turkey.  
But now, Paul and Silas are: 

. . .kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the Word 
in the province of Asia.         Acts 16:6   

God has something else in mind for this journey: 

During the night Paul had a vision of a man of  
Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over 
to Macedonia and help us.”       Acts 16:9 

This is a call to travel from Turkey into modern day 
Greece, as shown on the map below.  On this journey, 
they cross over from Asia to Europe.  Naturally, Paul re-
sponded at once, and soon after arrived in Philippi, which 
was: 

. . .a Roman colony and the leading city of that  
district of Macedonia.           Acts 16:12  



Back in Acts 
Tuesday, April 2: Read Acts 16:1-24 

(Continued) 
Philippi is a very Roman city.  Notice that Paul didn’t make 
any synagogue stops.  This may have meant there were 
fewer than ten Jewish men as heads of households, the 
minimum requirement to form a synagogue.  Instead, he 
looked for a place of prayer for the small number of Jews 
that might live in Philippi.  Paul found no men, just 
women and he began to speak with them.  In this group 
was a woman named Lydia, of whom it was said:  

She was a seller of purple cloth from the city of 
Thyatira, who worshiped God.      Acts 16:14   

We can learn something important here.  You can be a 
worshiper of God without having an eternal home with 
God.  Nicodemus worshiped and yet needed to be born 
again in order to see the kingdom of heaven.  So, too, 
Lydia needed to add faith in the person and work of Christ 
to her worship.  How do I know this about Lydia?  

The Lord opened her heart to heed the things  
spoken by Paul.           Acts 16:14 

And, what was Paul’s message?  It was always the same:  

. . .I resolved to know nothing while I was with you, 
except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 
              I Corinthians 2:2 

You see, the Father has only one work, even for those 
who have a Fear of the Lord:  

“. . .to believe in the One whom He has sent.”   
               John 6:29 

It behooves us to make sure that we are not worshipers 
from a distance, but believers in the One He sent Who is 
full of grace and truth.  



Back in Acts 
Wednesday, April 3: Read Acts 16:25-40  

We read yesterday how Paul ended up in prison by releas-
ing a young woman from demon possession and depriving 
her slave masters of ongoing revenue.  Here is Lesson 
#1: Do not expect the world to rejoice in the same kinds 
of things in which we rejoice.  Despite this harsh treat-
ment, Paul and Silas stayed up late, and do you know 
what they were doing?   

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and 
singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners  
were listening to them.       Acts 16:25   

I believe we have found Lesson #2: Everything else that 
follows—the salvation of an entire family—is dependent 
upon the divine viewpoint of Paul and Silas.  From a hu-
man perspective, Paul and Silas should have been moping 
or complaining about the unfairness of their situation,  
perhaps even wondering how God could let such a thing 
happen!  Don’t you think there is a very good chance 
that’s what you or I would be doing?   

Instead, their singing and praying showed that they were 
looking to the Lord.  In effect, they were saying, “We are 
ready for whatever you have next for us.  This is not a 
good situation, but we know you can use all things for 
good.”  And, sure enough, God did!  When the earthquake 
occurred, and the cell doors swung open, can’t you just 
imagine Paul saying to Silas, “All right, brother, here we 
go!”  The next thing you know they are right in the middle 
of sharing the Gospel with a lost individual who is on the 
verge of suicide.  Then, not only does this man get saved, 
but so does his whole family.  It all started because Paul 
and Silas, by engaging in worship, were telling the Lord, 
“We are ready, use us!”  You and I can do the same thing!   



Back in Acts 
Thursday, April 4: Read I Corinthians 9  
I would like to extract two more lessons from yesterday’s 
reading in Acts 16.  Lesson #3 is: If God has willing wit-
nesses, He can orchestrate events.  We have already seen 
He has willing witnesses in Paul and Silas, so he orches-
trates a supernatural event—an earthquake that selec-
tively opens every prison door but doesn’t hurt anyone.  I 
love the irony of how the jailor knew that Paul and Silas 
had been preaching a message of salvation, but had no 
idea what it was.  God knows how to bring people to the 
point of interest and convict them of their need.  That’s 
exactly what happened, for the text tells us the jailor:  

. . .rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and  
Silas.              Acts 16:29   

Then Lesson #4 is:  When a person is ready, the Gospel is 
very simple—God has done all of the work and ours is but 
to believe.  Clearly, the jailor is ready, for he asks:   

“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”      Acts 16:30 

And, the simple response of faith is found in Acts 16:31:   

They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and 
you will be saved—you and your household.”   

When the jailor asked what he needed to do to be saved, 
it would have been the time to say: “Treat the prisoners 
more kindly, don’t take advantage of their situations, feed 
and clothe them.”  All this certainly needed to be done, 
but not in order to be saved.  A spiritual life begins with 
being born again as a new creation in Christ.  Then, as he 
walked with the Lord, he could begin transforming the jail!  
By keeping divine perspective in suffering, Paul truly does:  

. . .all this for the sake of the Gospel that I might 
share in its blessings.       I Corinthians 9:23  



Back in Acts 
Friday, April 5: Read Acts 17:1-15  

As we continue Paul’s travels and travails on his Second 
Missionary Journey, you might say, “Different trip, same 
difficulties!”  For, at the beginning of our reading, Paul 
has had to leave Philippi after a night in jail, by the end of 
our reading he has to flee two more cities, and he is now 
isolated and alone in Athens.  From the perspective of the 
world, most would say, “Who needs this!”  And, they 
would walk away from the rigors of missions work.   

Yet, there have been any number of successes along the 
way.  Lydia responded in faith, the Philippian jailor and his 
entire family get saved, and in Thessalonica and Berea 
many came to faith in Christ.  So, here is a question for 
you: Is it worth personally suffering for the Gospel be-
cause of the eternal difference it makes in the lives of 
those who respond?  Paul and Silas certainly think so, and 
I think we should too!  Here is another thing to consider:  

Now the Bereans were of more noble character than 
the Thessalonians, for they received the message 
with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures 
every day to see if what Paul said was true.  Acts 17:11   

It is quite common to hear the emphasis put on the noble 
character of the Bereans, but I would like you to consider 
the power of the Word of God.  For Verse 12 tells us that  
if people will consider what it has to say, this can happen:  

Many of the Jews believed, as did also a number of 
prominent Greek women and many Greek men.    

Wow!  Men and women, Jew and Gentile, all saved by  
allowing the Scriptures to speak the truth into their lives.  
We don’t need to win arguments, use catchy slogans, or 
anything else, we just need to unleash the power of the 
Word of God by sharing it with others!  



Back in Acts 
Monday, April 8: Read Acts 17:16-34  

Preaching in Athens must have been a little bit like doing 
evangelism work on one of our modern day college cam-
puses, where much time is devoted to: 

 . . .doing nothing but talking about and listening to 
the latest ideas.          Acts 17:21   

Most certainly, our centers of higher education should 
prompt the same response in us as they did in Paul:  

. . .he was greatly distressed to see that the city 
was full of idols.          Acts 17:16 

In our case, it is not idols made of stone, but, instead, it is 
idols of knowledge, philosophy, and economic systems to 
which many bow in worship.   

Despite being alone in this completely pagan setting, Paul 
sticks with the basics.  And, let me suggest that it is 
equally important for us to do the same.  Consider the  
following points that Paul made in his address:   

1. Paul started with the existence of God:  

God, who made the world and everything in it, is 
the Lord of heaven and earth. . .        Acts 17:24  

            Continued on the next page.  



Back in Acts 
Monday, April 8: Read Acts 17:16-34  

(Continued) 
2. This very God is the Creator of all life:  

. . .He Himself gives all men life and breath and 
everything else.  From one man He made every  
nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole 
earth; and He determined the times set for them 
and the exact places where they should live. 
                 Acts 17:25-26  

Despite the fact that this was a very pagan society, a 
society that would have little knowledge of the book of 
Genesis, note how Paul matter-of-factly alludes to 
Adam and Eve.  He also explains God’s complete  
sovereignty over the affairs of men. 

3. God is involved with the affairs of men: 
. . .so that men would seek Him and perhaps reach 
out for Him and find Him, though He is not far from 
each one of us.  For in Him we live and move and 
have our being.         Acts 17:27-28   

God wants lost mankind to be reconciled to Himself!  
The words translated seek and reach out and find 
speak of a blind man trying to navigate in unfamiliar 
territory.  What an apt picture of lost mankind: sepa-
rated from God and not knowing it, groping around in 
this world seeking to find happiness in all kinds of 
things, while ignoring the One who created them for 
relationship with Himself.  We’ll continue with this to-
morrow, but for now let me leave you with this.  God: 
. . .is not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to 
come to repentance.           II Peter 3:9 

Repentance in this context is a change of mind about who 
God is and His means of reconciliation! 



Back in Acts 
Tuesday, April 9: Read II Peter 3  

Paul’s key statement to the Athenian skeptics occurs in 
Acts 17:30-31:   

. . .but now He (God) commands all people every-
where to repent.  (Why do all need to change their 
minds?)  For He has set a day when He will judge the 
world with justice by the Man He has appointed.  He 
has given proof of this to all men by raising Him 
(Jesus) from the dead.             Acts 17:30-31 

But now refers to the time following the First Coming of 
Christ—the time in which we live.  These Athenian intel-
lectuals needed to change their minds because they were 
not noble for discussing all the latest ideas, they were as 
lost as they could be.  They would never be able to stand 
the scrutiny of a holy God, and Jesus was the one and 
only solution to their helpless condition!   
Again, I ask the question: “Why do we need to repent?” 
The answer is direct and should be very convicting—
judgment is coming!  The resurrection is the proof!  In the 
same way the power of God raised Jesus from the dead, 
so, too, He is going to raise every single human being—
some to eternal life and some to eternal condemnation. 
That’s why He commands us to act now.  For God is: 

. . .patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, 
but everyone to come to repentance.      II Peter 3:9   

So how did the Athenians respond?   
When they heard about the resurrection of the 
dead, some of them sneered. . . . A few men became 
followers of Paul and believed.          Acts 17:32,34   

As you can see, the men of Athens responded pretty 
much the way people respond in our day.  Never mind the 
response!  The Gospel message has the power to save, 
just keep sharing it with the lost!  



Return to Daniel 
Wednesday, April 10: Read Psalm 2 

As we return to our study in Daniel, let’s begin with a few 
texts of Scripture:   

In my vision at night I looked and there before me 
was one like a Son of Man, coming with the clouds 
of heaven. . .He was given authority, glory, and  
sovereign power; all peoples, nations, and men of 
every language worshiped Him.        Daniel 7:13-14  

“I have installed My King on Zion (Jerusalem), my 
holy hill. . .and I will make the nations your inheri-
tance, the ends of the earth your possession.  You 
will rule them with an iron scepter. . .”     Psalm 2:6-9  

. . .and the government will be on His shoulders. . . 
of the increase of His government and peace there 
will be no end.  He will reign on David’s throne and 
over His kingdom. . .from that time on and forever. 
                Isaiah 9:6-7  

Now, let me ask you a few questions: 

 Has anything like this happened, from the time of 
Daniel forward?  It certainly didn’t happen at the First  
Advent of Christ!   

 If you interpret these Scriptures normally—and by that 
I mean using the common conventions of language, 
word meaning, grammar, and so on—what would the 
fulfillment of these passages look like?  Go ahead and 
ponder that for a minute!   

 Do the theological systems of our day that seek to ex-
plain the above as: “Christ is currently reigning from 
heaven,” or “The Church is fulfilling these prophesies” 
seem to fit these prophecies?    

 



Return to Daniel 
Wednesday, April 10: Read Psalm 2 

(Continued) 
Personally, I don’t see how you can interpret these pro-
phetic scriptures any other way than to understand that 
there is a time coming, unlike anything that has come  
before, when Christ comes back to this earth to reign. 
How glorious that time is going to be!   

If this is true, then a corollary question for you is: “If 
Christ is going to sit on the throne of David and reign 
from Jerusalem, do you think national Israel has a future 
in the plan of God?”  Of course it does!  And, we are only 
on the right side of God’s redemptive history when we, as 
Christians, value Israel and the Jewish people!  



Return to Daniel 
Thursday, April 11: Read Isaiah 9 

In Daniel Chapter 7, we read of an everlasting kingdom, 
and of One like a Son of Man who was worshipped by all 
nations.  This is clearly prophetic at the time it was writ-
ten, and it remains so today.  In Chapter 8, we are going 
to read prophecy, most of which has a much shorter time 
frame, and this can often cause confusion.  Let me show 
you one of the toughest things about studying prophecy.  
In Isaiah 9:6-7, we have a very important prophecy:  

For to us a Child is born, and to us a Son is given, 
and the government will be upon His shoulders.  
And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God. . .He will reign on David’s throne. . .from that 
time on and forever.    

Now, the Jewish people considered this to be a single 
prophecy about one who would come and reign on the 
throne of David.  In reality, they were looking at two  
prophetic events separated by a long period of time.   
Specifically, the prophecy refers to the First Advent of 
Christ and His yet future coming.  You can see how impor-
tant is the issue of perspective when one is viewing 
mountain peaks.  If one peak is behind another, the 
viewer will only see a single peak as in the left diagram.   



Return to Daniel 
Thursday, April 11: Read Isaiah 9 

(Continued) 
But if those peaks are viewed from the side, as you are 
viewing the graphic on the right, the two peaks are clearly  
visible.  Knowing this, we try to be very careful about pro-
phetic perspective as we study God’s Word.  For example, 
there are a great number of prophetic peaks separated by 
time in the Book of Daniel—some have already been ful-
filled and a few are yet to come.   

As we begin Chapter 8, let me take this perspective issue 
one step further.  There are any number of cases in the 
Word of God where, between two major peaks of proph-
ecy, there are many minor peaks, as shown in the dia-
gram below.  This is important to our study of Daniel  
because Chapter 8 is filled with the smaller peaks that lie 
between the major prophecies we have covered thus far. 
And, we will see these same minor peaks again in Chapter 
11.  These are not major prophecies, like the First and 
Second Comings of Christ.  Nonetheless, they are going to 
be very important to the Jewish people.     



Return to Daniel 
Friday, April 12: Read Daniel 8:1-14 

Let’s establish at least a partial list of the characters in  
today’s reading in order to develop a basic understanding: 
 A ram with two horns 
 A goat with one prominent horn 
 The same goat now with four horns 
 The little horn that became terrible.   
One other thing that might help before we begin to inter-
pret this prophecy: a horn typically stands for either a 
king or kingdom.  A good part of this is interpreted for us 
in tomorrow’s reading, the remainder of Chapter 8.  But, 
let’s get a head start.  

The two-horned ram that you saw represents the 
kings of Media and Persia.          Daniel 8:20   

As the Assyrian Empire waned, the Medes ascended.  
Then the Persians, under Cyrus II, conquered the Medes  



Return to Daniel 
Friday, April 12: Read Daniel 8:1-14 

(Continued) 
forming a union of the two kingdoms, or Medo-Persia.  It 
is this two-horned kingdom that defeated the Babylonians 
and overran Babylon back in Daniel 5.  As you can see 
from the map, the Medo-Persian empire was extensive, 
including territory in parts of Europe, Africa, and Asia.  

Next in our list of characters is a goat with one prominent 
horn—one king.  Again, we find help later in the chapter:  

The shaggy goat is the kingdom of Greece, and the 
large horn between the eyes is the first king. 
                 Daniel 8:21 

Historically, it was Alexander the Great who overthrew the 
Medo-Persian empire, that would make him the prominent 
horn.  So far, although we have different symbols, we 
have good agreement with the prophecies in Daniel Chap-
ters 2 and 7.   

We’ll unravel this prophecy further when we return to 
Daniel after our week of preparation for Easter. 



Five Days of 
Personal Examination  

As we approach our remembrance of the death, burial, 
and resurrection of our Lord, I have prepared a point of 
repentance topic for each of the five days in this week. 

The intent of these five days of personal examination is to 
identify areas within our lives which require repentance—a 
change of mind.  Then, with the enablement of the Holy 
Spirit and guidance of the Word of God, this reflection will 
help us undertake the process of transformation.   

This self examination is not intended to make us overly 
subjective.  Instead, it is intended to put us in a frame of 
mind to respond to the Holy Spirit’s objective evaluation of 
our level of growth.  Then, we will be prepared to respond 
as He convicts our hearts of the need for some change in 
our lives.   

Let me encourage you to read the various Scriptures pro-
vided with each daily page and to reflect upon their mean-
ing.  I trust you will find this week of examination and  
reflection to be a blessing.   

 

 



Personal Examination Day 1 
Monday, April 15  

Point of Repentance: Unforgiveness 

Do we need to repent of harboring unforgiveness in our 
hearts toward someone else and for, perhaps, becoming 
embittered toward that person? 

Put Off.  An unforgiving spirit (Mark 11:26).  

He who covers over an offense promotes love, but 
whoever repeats the matter separates close friends. 
             Proverbs 17:9 

Put On.  Forgiveness from the heart.   

Bear with each other and forgive whatever griev-
ances you may have against one another.  Forgive 
as the Lord forgave you.       Colossians 3:13 

For Reflection.  Perhaps you have hurt someone close to 
you—a relative or friend—or someone in your  
acquaintance.  Consider whether the Holy Spirit is 
prompting you to go to that person and ask his or her 
forgiveness.   



Personal Examination Day 2 
Tuesday, April 16 

Point of Repentance: Self-sufficiency 
Do we need to repent of maintaining an independent spirit 
and trusting in self rather than God? 

Put Off.  Self-effort, that is, effort that relies on one’s 
own abilities, strengths, and talents.   

I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my 
sinful nature.  For I have the desire to do what is 
good, but I cannot carry it out.  For what I do is not 
the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to 
do—this I keep on doing. . .What a wretched man I 
am!  Who will rescue me from this body of death? 
              Romans 7:18-19,24 

Put On.  The new life of Christ!   
Who will rescue me from this body of death?  
Thanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our Lord!  
               Romans 7:24b-25a   

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 
me.               Philippians 4:13 

For Reflection.  The most natural response for a be-
liever, who is positive toward spiritual things, is to apply 
themselves to the Christian life with all of the diligence 

they can muster.  But this, in effect, is to 
try and rehabilitate or transform the old 
man.  In the same way that we had to 
realize that we could not save our-
selves—but had to turn in faith to the 
provision of God in Jesus Christ—so too, 
we must learn to turn to God for the 
means of the Christian Life.  Of course, 
the best place to start is with the Spirit of 
God and the Word of God!  



Personal Examination Day 3 
Wednesday, April 17 

Point of Repentance: Our Testimony 
Jesus said, “. . .you shall be My witnesses.”  What kind of 
witnesses are we?  Several years ago something called 
life-style evangelism was popularized.  Basically, it was 
the idea that you could engage in evangelism by the kind 
of life you lived.  Living uprightly before the lost is abso-
lutely essential in order to gain a hearing.  But, it is not 
the end of our testimony—just the beginning.  A lost peo-
ple need content—Biblical truth—in order to get saved, 
and God desires for them to hear it from us! 

Put Off.  Fear of insult. 

If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, 
you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God 
rests on you.             I Peter 4:14 

Put On.  A ready answer for your hope. 

Do not fear what they fear: do not be frightened.  
But in your hearts set apart Christ as the Lord.   
Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 
who asks you to give the reason for the hope that 
you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect. . .   
               I Peter 3:14-15  

For Reflection.  If a family  
member or friend were dying of a 
terminal illness and you had the 
cure, wouldn’t you give it to him 
or her?  Of course you would!  
Every lost person has a terminal 
condition, and the good news of 
salvation in Jesus Christ can cure 
it.  Will you give it to them?   



Personal Examination Day 4 
Thursday, April 18 

Point of Repentance: Spiritual Apathy 
Do we need to repent of allowing other 
things to come between us and the  
disciplines of the Christian Life?  Some-
times we wonder what happened to our 
zeal for the Lord without connecting it to 
the fact that we haven’t spent time in His 
Word, in prayer, or in fellowship with 
other believers.   

Put Off.  Apathy and neglect toward spiritual things and 
our great Savior. 

“Yet I (Jesus) hold this against you:  You have  
forsaken your first Love.”       Revelation 2:4  
“I know your deeds that you are neither cold nor 
hot.  I wish you were either one or the other!  So, 
because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I 
am about to spit you out of My mouth.”   
               Revelation 3:15-16 

Put On.  A search for things above!   
. . .seek those things which are above, where Christ 
is sitting at the right hand of God.  Set your mind on 
things above, not on things on the earth. 
              Colossians 3:1-2 

For Reflection.  Is Christ still your first love?  Think 
about this very carefully!  Are there idols that have taken 
His place—hobbies, recreation, material things?  It is even 
possible for friends and family to remove God from His 
rightful place.  Does technology (smart phones, ipads, 
email, and so forth) have such a grip on your life that it is 
stealing your time with God?  Put God first and everything 
else will fall into place!  



Personal Examination Day 5 
Friday, April 19 

Point of Repentance: The Sin Nature 
Have we allowed the sin nature, the old man, to gain con-
trol in certain areas of our lives?  We need to understand 
that, at any given time, we are either spiritual or carnal.  
The sin nature will never change, it can not be rehabili-
tated, and it shouldn’t be coddled.  We need to forsake it 
for the Law of the Spirit of Life. (Romans 8:2) 

Put Off.  The old man.  

You were taught, with regard to your former way  
of life, to put off your old self, which is being  
corrupted by its deceitful desires. . .     Ephesians 4:22   

Put On.  The new man  

. . .and to put on the new self, created to be like God 
in true righteousness and holiness.       Ephesians 4:24    

For Reflection.  Much as you or I might desire to turn 
from the old and put on the new, we will find that the 
spirit is willing but the flesh is 
weak.  Do you realize that, 
within your own strength, you 
cannot hope to control the 
flesh?  If so, you are ready to 
reckon yourself “dead unto 
sin” via the finished work of 
the cross, and “alive unto God 
in Christ Jesus.”  (Romans 
6:11-14)   

This is what it means to be a 
cross-centered and Christ-
centered  Christian.     



Return to Daniel 
Monday, April 22: Read Daniel 8:15-27 
We left off before our Easter week break on the shaggy 
goat with a prominent horn—the Greek empire led by 
Alexander the Great.  In Daniel 8:22, the same goat has 
four horns.   

The four horns that replaced the one that was  
broken off represent four kingdoms that will emerge 
from his nation but will not have the same power.       

This is a marvelous prophecy in specific detail 200 years 
before it occurred.  For, after the death of Alexander the 
Great, his kingdom was divided among his four most pow-
erful generals.  These kingdoms correspond roughly to: 
Macedonia (Greece), Syria, Egypt, and Asia Minor.  Then, 
things get more complex.  In fact, I suggest that we have 
two peaks of prophecy to be fulfilled separately.   

In our previous reading, we learned of the little horn that 
started small but grew in power.  I believe this same indi-
vidual is the stern-faced king of today’s reading.  He 
started small because he usurped power in the kingdom 
that had been established in Syria.  This king, Antiochus 
Epiphanes, was a terrible persecutor of the nation of Israel.   

Then, as a separate prophetic peak, the terrible persecu-
tion, the 2300 days, and the destruction of this king by 
divine power also speak of a coming time of great tribula-
tion for the Jewish people.  If that’s the case, this is a ref-
erence to the antichrist of Revelation.  We’ll try to make 
some practical application of all this tomorrow, but, in the 
meantime, there is a point at which we have to be careful 
to not be too specific about prophecy.  Interaction with 
prophecy can be exhausting: 

I, Daniel, was exhausted (after the vision), and lay ill 
for several days.            Daniel 8:27 



Return to Daniel 
Tuesday, April 23: Read Jeremiah 33 

There is much detail in Daniel Chapter 8, some of which is 
interpreted in the chapter.  Other portions are hard to pin 
down.  So, what are we to make of this?  There are many 
lessons for us.  Let’s consider three.  First, Daniel is in 
Babylon because of the sin of the Jewish people which 
built to the point that God sent them into exile.   

Second, despite their rejection of God, He has a plan and  
future for them as we see in Jeremiah 33:14: 

“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I 
will fulfill the gracious promise I made to the house 
of Israel and to the house of Judah.”    

The chapter goes on to talk about a righteous Branch that 
will sprout from the line of David—a reference to Jesus 
Christ, not as the suffering servant of His First Advent but 
as the reigning King at His Second Advent.  Note how this 
promise is addressed to both the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah—both the northern and southern king-
doms.  That would mean this is a promise that has a fu-
ture fulfillment, for the entire nation has never been re-
gathered since it split following Solomon.  

Finally, God has an unchanging love for His chosen people:  
This is what the Lord says, “If I have not estab-
lished my covenant with day and night and the 
fixed laws of heaven and earth, then I will reject 
the descendants of Jacob and David My servant. . .” 
               Jeremiah 33:25-26   

Note that the Church is not the descendant of Jacob nor 
of David.  God has a plan and future for Israel, and the 
Church would be wise to bless them that we might be the 
recipient of God’s blessing (Genesis 12:3), and, of course, 
not be surprised if we get a rebellious response in return.   



Lessons from Ephesians 
Wednesday, April 24:  

Read Ephesians 1:15-23 
It will take several days to even scratch the surface of the 
rich content that is in these few verses of the Book of 
Ephesians.  This section is built around prayer.  Paul is go-
ing to start with a very general prayer request on behalf 
of the believers in Ephesus and then move to the specific.  
Let’s start with the general.  Here is a summary: 

 . . .ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord 
Jesus. . . . I have not stopped giving thanks for you, 
remembering you in my prayers.  I keep asking that 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ. . .may give you the 
Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may 
know Him better.           Ephesians 1:15-17  

The word translated prayer couples together the idea of 
expressing a desire toward another.  Paul has a desire for 
those to whom he ministered in Ephesus, and so he is 
bringing it right to the Lord, repeatedly.  Let me suggest 
that when he prays for a Spirit of wisdom and revelation, 
he is praying for the ongoing ministry of the Holy Spirit.  

“When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you 
into all truth.”              John 16:13  

Then, Paul is praying for revelation, which will foster the 
process of ongoing sanctification, as stated in John 17:17.   

“Sanctify them with the truth, Thy Word is truth.”   

Don’t miss this connection. Paul doesn’t want them to 
have wisdom and revelation in order to achieve intellec-
tual mastery of Biblical subject matter.  Instead, he wants 
them to better know the Living Word which stands behind 
the written Word—the Lord Jesus Christ.  I would suggest 
that this is the Father’s desire for all those who have  
believed down through the ages.   



Lessons from Ephesians 
Thursday, April 25: Read Philippians 3 
We continue today with Paul’s prayer in Ephesians 1 for 
the believers to whom he has ministered.  Today we get 
into the details.  He has three specific requests that can 
be summarized by these terms: hope, inheritance, and  
power.  Let’s focus upon the first part today—hope:   

I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be 
enlightened in order that you may know the hope  
to which He has called you. . .       Ephesians 1:18   

What is this hope?  We typically think of hope related to 
spending eternity in heaven, and that is most certainly the 
believer’s confident expectation.  But that interpretation in 
this case is to miss the qualifier, “the hope to which He 
has called you.”  What is God’s calling, and in what way is 
it our hope?  If we allow the context of the book of Ephe-
sians to answer our questions, then the answer is quite 
clear.  For the second half of the book is all about: 

. . .walking worthy of the calling to which we have 
been called. . . .         Ephesians 4:1    

In this context, we are called to live a transformed life!   
For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of His Son.         Romans 8:29  

Do you see it?  Our expectation, as those who have been 
blessed in Christ with every spiritual blessing, should in-
clude the hope of transformation!  In contrast, what hope 
does the world offer?  What is the hope of many who  
retire to the northwest side of Tucson?  I hope ours would 
include ongoing change—something like this:  

. . .forgetting those things which are behind and 
reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I 
press toward the goal for the prize of the upward 
call of God in Christ Jesus.        Philippians 3:13-14 



Lessons from Ephesians 
Friday, April 26: Read Romans 8 

Continuing our investigation of Paul’s prayer:   

. . .that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened 
in order that you may know. . .the riches of His 
glorious inheritance in the saints. . .     Ephesians 1:18  

Today’s devotional focuses on the word glorious.  For, we 
know that our inheritance consists of things like an eternal 
home, an eternal state in an incorruptible body, and many 
other blessings.  But, have you ever realized the glory  
aspect of our inheritance?  Consider the following:   

1. Sin leads to a shortcoming with respect to glory:   
All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.  
             Romans 3:23  

2. God’s plan of reconciliation includes a return to glory.  
In fact, the nature of our position “in Him,” as laid out 
in the book of Ephesians, guarantees we are recipients 
of glory by virtue of our association with Christ! 
The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit  
that we are children of God, and if children, then 
heirs. . .that we may also be glorified together. 
             Romans 8:16-17   

Amazing!  Every child of God is going to be glorified 
with the Lord Jesus Christ!   

3. It is almost too much to comprehend—the Father’s so-
great salvation includes a provision for all of heaven to 
be populated with glorified heirs.  We have an inheri-
tance and one that is glorious.  Our good news Gospel 
provides that promise:  
Moreover whom He predestined, these He called; 
whom He called, these He also justified; and whom 
He justified, these He also glorified.    Romans 8:30  



Lessons from Ephesians 
Monday, April 29: Read Philippians 4 

Today we look at the third and final part of Paul’s power-
ful prayer for the Church—power.   

. . .that you may know. . .His incomparably great 
power for us who believe.        Ephesians 1:18-19  

Let’s break this down to extract as much as possible: 

1. Did you note this power is for us who believe?  What 
hinders the power of God in our lives?  Unbelief!  Take 
careful note that I am not asking what checks the 
power of God, I am asking what keeps it from being 
manifest in our lives.  Again, the answer is unbelief!  
This applies, first of all, to a lost person getting saved.  
Then, secondly, it applies to a saved person living the 
abundant life that God is willing to provide.  

2. This incomparably great power for those who believe 
is a proven power.  I say this because we sometimes 
question whether or not God is capable of handling the 
situation we are facing.  Of course He is—for His   

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Ephesians 
Monday, April 29: Read Philippians 4 

(Continued) 
power is incomparable and it has been tested and 
proven more than sufficient.  How do I know this?   
Because scripture tells me that this: 

. . .power is like the working of His mighty strength, 
which He exerted in Christ when He raised Him 
from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in 
the heavenly realms. . .         Ephesians 1:19-20   

Are you following?  The same power that raised Christ 
from the dead and seated Him in the highest place, 
“far above all rule and authority, power, and dominion” 
is available to be at work in our lives.  That kind of 
power is more than enough to meet any need we 
might ever have.    

3. Lastly, a reminder about whose power we are discuss-
ing.  It is not our power!  We often wish that we were 
stronger with respect to our spiritual lives.  Let me 
suggest the real answer is to see ourselves as weak 
and helpless.  If we do, we are much more likely to 
know the incomparable power of God available 
through His Son because:  

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 
me.              Philippians 4:13 



Lessons from Ephesians 
Tuesday, April 30: Read II Peter 1 

That we would know “His incomparably great power for us 
who believe!”  We were introduced to this great prayer 
request by Paul yesterday, and now I have a few ques-
tions for you.  Do you know this power in your life?  Is 
this just an exaggeration regarding the Christian Life?  
Should we all just get used to living at a level that is less 
than that depicted for the believer in the Bible?   

I trust you want to know the power of God at work in 
your life, and realize that anything else is somehow a  
failure.  Let me show you this from today’s reading: 

His divine power has given us everything we need 
for life and godliness through the knowledge of Him 
who called us by His own glory and goodness.  
Through these He has given us His very great and 
precious promises so that through them you may 
participate in the divine nature, and escape the  
corruption in the world. . .      II Peter 1:3-4    

The provision to live a godly life is complete!  It is possible 
for us to participate in the divine nature.  Then, why don’t 
we?  Let me suggest these reasons: a failure on our part 
to know the promises contained in the Word, a failure to 
appropriate by faith what God has promised, and a failure 
to rest from our own efforts while depending solely upon 
Him.  It is God’s will that we know His promises to us, 
bring them into our lives by faith, and then rest in His suf-
ficiency.  God’s promises are typically not fulfilled apart 
from this process.  This can be a hard lesson that God is 
going to require us to learn.  For, just as there was no 
way of salvation apart from His way (faith in Christ),  
neither is there a way to spirituality apart from His way of 
know, appropriate by faith, rest!  We’ll do more tomorrow, 
but this should give you something to think about.   
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