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Foreword

In the first day of our March devotions, we complete for
now our discussion of The Mission and Disciplines of the
Christian Way of Life. This is a topic we will return to at
the end of the month and throughout the year. Beginning
with day two and a good part of the month we return to
our study of Isaiah.

We close out the month by re-
turning to The Mission and Disci-
plines of the Christian Way of
Life. There are many

disciplines that prepare the Chris- g
tian to make disciples. Without a
daily time of maturing our faith
through prayer, worship, and a
number of other disciplines, we
are not prepared to achieve the
task Jesus has assigned for us to
do. That's what the final devo-
tional lessons in this book are about, a reminder of our
mission and a closer look at some of the disciplines that
enable us to achieve that mission.

In His grace,

Kevin Redig

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition).



Christian Way of Life

Wednesday, March 1: Read Luke 3

So the first discipline of the Christian Life can be de-
scribed as sitting at Jesus’ feet and listening to what He
has to say or, alternately, abiding in Christ as a branch in
the vine. There is one more thing to which | would like to
draw your attention before we move on, consider John
15:9:

“A4s the Father loved Me, [ also have loved Yo
abide in My love.”

This is an astonish- At
ing verse! But to un- B
derstand it, we must
understand just how
the Father has loved
the Son. Consider
Luke 3:22:

“You are My
beloved Son;
in You | am
well pleased.”

The Father’s love for
the Son is dramati-
cally described, but did you note that Jesus says He loves
us in this same way? You will never come to grips with
the depth and meaning of this aside from spending time
with the Lord, abiding in Him!

There is nothing automatic about our abiding in Christ.
We need to make it a priority in our lives and set aside the
time to do so. If we don’t, the demands of this life will
push our time with the Lord out of its rightful place.

Continued on the next page



Christian Way of Life

Wednesday, March 1: Read Luke 3 continued

John 15:10 tells us that part of abiding in the love of Christ
is to obey His commandments. This verse makes it clear
that we are not in fellowship with the Lord unless we are
walking in obedience to what He has revealed to us. But
we must realize that
in terms of priority,
we don't start with
obedience, but rather |
with abiding in Him.
Obedience flows
from abiding.

When you and |
struggle with obedi-
ence in some particu-
lar area, our greatest
need is not to strive
harder but to come
out from the struggle
and abide, to sit at ]
His feet and fix our eyes upon Him!

My, Fathier’s commahdfme
L eand: abide in'Hi

“...you have been in the arena, you have been
endeavoring, you are a failure, come out and sit down,
and as you sit there behold Him, look at Him. Don't try
to be like Him, just look at Him. Instead of letting that
fill your mind and heart, let Him fill it. Just behold Him,
look upon Him through the Word. Come to the Word
for one purpose and that is to meet the Lord.” (Douty)

Sometimes, this is all we can and should do! Not as an
excuse for failure, but to find God’s answer to our need.



Isaiah Lessons
Thursday, March 2: Read Isaiah 7

Let’s return to last year’s study of Isaiah,
beginning where we left off.

Not for the first time in Israel’s history, and not for the last,
the king is very worried about circumstances. He is facing
an aggressive enemy bent on destroying Israel. Let me
draw your attention to God’s guidance communicated
through lsaiah:

If You Ao not stand firm in Your Faith,
You Will not stand at all. |saiah 7:9

This is timeless advice—every bit as applicable to Chris-
tians during the age of the Church as it was to the kings of
Israel! Let me ask a simple question, “What does it look
like to stand firm in one’s faith?” To answer, how about
another question: What if you were one of the Israelites
at the Red Sea and heard Moses thunder out

Stand still and watch the deliverance of the Lord. . .
Exodus 14:13-14

What would standing firm look like? It would entail taking
God at His word, standing firm in the peace of the Lord,
and letting Him deal with the Egyptians. What does it look
like to “stand firm in your faith” if you are David before Go-
liath? (I Samuel 17:45-48) It means declaring, “the battle
is the Lord’s” and charging the giant!

Sometimes standing firm in our faith is simply trusting and
allowing God to work out the details. Other times, it
means trusting in the midst of taking action and leaving
the outcome to Him. Of course, this leaves lots of in-
between possibilities. How do we know which one we
should be doing? Let’s see if we can find the answer in
another chapter of the book of Isaiah tomorrow.



Isaiah Lessons
Friday, March 3: Read Isaiah 30

Although the timeframe of Chapter 30 is far removed from
that of Chapter 7, the circumstances are much the same.
Israel is once again facing an external enemy. What
should she do? One thing we know for sure,

I£ she does not stand firm in her faith,
she Will not stand at all! saiah 7:9

In light of our study yesterday, what should Israel do—
“stand still and watch the deliverance of the Lord,” or at-
tack her adversary trusting that the “battle is the Lord’s.”

Trying to answer this question for Israel, or in our own
lives, is to put the emphasis on the wrong place. How
about putting into practice Isaiah 30:15:

This ts what the Sovereign Lord, the Holy one of Israel,
says: “n repentance and rest is Your salvation,
b quietness and trust is your strength. . "

This Word from the Lord naturally breaks into two compo-
nents. First, in repentance and rest is your salvation, the
salvation in view is deliverance from one of life’s difficul-
ties. And where is this deliverance found? In repentance,
a change of mind, not trusting in the things of this world to
deliver, but instead resting in the all-sufficient One. And
how do we perpetuate this in time? That's the idea of on-
going strength, a “quietness” within the soul coupled with
trusting the Lord. So to draw things together, if we turn
from trusting in anything else to a moment-by-moment de-
pendence upon the Lord He will not only deliver but also
strengthen. He will make it clear whether ours is to act or
simply stand and allow Him to act. In the closing words of
Verse 15, it records that Israel “would have none of it.” In
other words, they continued to scramble for deliverance
elsewhere and therefore had little strength and no peace.
We've all tried their approach. Try Isaiah 30:15 instead.



Isaiah Lessons
Monday, March 6: Read Isaiah 8

You have heard me mention many times, “God’s ways are
not man’s ways.” And not only
that, God’s ways are much

higher than man’s ways and Formy thoughts ,,,;N,hﬁwﬂw 3
preferable in every way. Isaiah Mﬁ{wmk&w 5y s,
Chapter 8 is a perfect illustra- Jeclares the Lord

tion of this. In Chapter 7, the s the heavens are higher than the earth,
southern kingdom of Judah was  soare my ways hgher than your vays
worried about the allied power andmy thoughts: than your thoughts
of Damascus and the northern - lsaoh S54-1
kingdom. God said, “Trust me!” i
However, the people 3
.. rgjected the gently
Aowing waters of Shiloah.
Isaiah 8:6
That is, they rejected the admo- §
nition to trust in God, and now
they are going to have to deal with a much greater foe—
Assyria. Assyria is going to

..sweep on bnto Judah, swirling over it,
passing through it and reaching up to the neck,

That is exactly what happened as the Assyrians eventually
surrounded Jerusalem. Yet in the face of military disaster
and all the hardship that goes with it, God’s ways remain
the same. For He told Isaiah,

..not to follow the way of this people. . .Do not call
conspiracyl everything that these people call conspiracy;
do not fear what they fear, and do not dread it. The
Lord Almighty is the One Lou are to regard as holy,
He is the one you are to fear. . . Isaiah 8:11-13

Continued on the next page



Isaiah Lessons

Monday, March 6: Read Isaiah 8 continued

Right from the beginning, Isaiah is told not to follow man’s
ways. Instead, he is told to fear the Lord, regard Him as
holy, He will be your sanctuary! And that is exactly what
happened during the days of Hezekiah. The Assyrians did
indeed surround Jerusalem and God miraculously deliv-
ered the city.

That's why Isaiah says,

[ WELL walt for the Lord, who is hiding His tace from
the house of_jacob. | will put my trust in tHim.
Isaiah 8:17

Right there are the same two options available to us. We

can trust God, as Isaiah did, or we can turn to our own de-
vices. If we choose to trust our devices instead of trusting
the Lord, we should expect God to “hide His face from us”
just as He did from the northern kingdom.

That example should make it easy to decide!

; m;!f';iighf and my salvation;

Eliihon shall | fear?
B (<the strength of my life;
ghom shall 1'be afraid?

= Psalm 27:



Isaiah Lessons
Tuesday, March 7: Read Isaiah 9

Chapter 9 is packed! There are clear references to the
Messiah in the first half of the chapter and then strongly
worded language describing the judgment that was going
to fall upon the north. This is exactly what happened at
the hand of the Assyrians who conquered and then de-
ported a large part of the population of the northern king-
dom. These deported people, sometimes referred to as
the Ten Lost Tribes of Israel, did not retain their distinct
Jewish identity to the same degree as have those of the
southern kingdom. So when someone identifies them-
selves as Jewish in our day, it is because of their connec-
tion to the southern kingdom of Judah. Nonetheless, you
will see as you read Isaiah, and the other prophets, that
God is going to miraculously gather the northern kingdom
back together again at some future time—something only
He could do.

That brings us to Verses 6-7. Every Christmas we read
this passage and it clearly prophetically speaks of Jesus
Christ. This passage is so linked with Christmas it is al-
most nostalgic. Yet, it is only the very first phrase: “For to
us a child is born, to us a son is given. . .” that refers to the
first nativity. That's it! The entire rest of this very well-
known quote can in no way be said to have been fulfilled
by Christ to date. Has He taken upon Himself the mantle
of government? Was He called Mighty God and Everlast-
ing Father? Has He assumed David’s earthly throne to
reign? Has justice and righteousness been established on
earth? The answer to all of these questions is an unquali-
fied no. However, it is going to be a resounding yes when
Jesus returns again. We can be certain that as part of
that return, He will be able to restore those northern tribes
to their rightful inheritance at the same time.



Isaiah Lessons
Wednesday, March 8: Read Isaiah 10
Chapter 10 continues what is a recurring theme for Israel:

e They turn from the Lord.
e He warns them and they don't listen.
e So judgment falls from the hand of God.

There are a couple of very interesting wrinkles that we
should notice in order to better understand history and
God's sovereign control over it. In Verses 1-3, the injus-
tice has gotten so bad that God pronounces in Verse 4.

“Nothing will remain but to cringe among
the captives or fall among the stain.”

The point is that God is completely able to punish a nation
for its sin. (Biblically aware Christians in America should
be very concerned!)

That’s not all.
Historically, it
was the Assyr-
ians who de-
stroyed the
northern king-
dom of Israel
and deported its
people. Did you
catch in Verse 5
that God calls
Assyria “the rod - : '

of His anger” and “the club of His wrath?” God is so in
control of things, that He is able to use one nation to disci-
pline another.




Isaiah Lessons
Wednesday, March 8: Read Isaiah 10

Continued

There is one more thing we should glean. In Verses 7-11,
the terrible pride of the Assyrians is revealed. Their king
thinks that it is because of his power and greatness that
he is going to destroy Samaria and deal with Jerusalem.

Once again the sovereignty of God is on display when we
read in Isaiah 10:12:

When the Lord has finished all His work against
Mount Zion and Jerusatem, He will say, 1 Will punish
the king of Assyria for the willful pride of his heart
and the hawghty look in his eyes.”

We worship a very, very big God. He can reach into this
world any time He wants to in order to punish a nation
which has turned to sin. He may choose to use one na-
tion to punish another. But, when His chosen instrument
gets puffed with pride, He can address that as well.

As we shall see, that is exactly what happened to the king
of Assyria after the siege of Jerusalem. He was cut down
by his own sons in the temple of his god—or was it by the
Lord?




Isaiah Lessons
Thursday, March 9: Read Isaiah 11

As is so often the case, we have judgment declared in
consequence for sin followed by a clear demonstration of
the grace of God. Who is this shoot that will come up
from the stump of Jesse and bear fruit that is mentioned in
Verse 1? Itis clear this verse is talking about a descen-
dant of David, but who is it that is in view?

By the end of Verses 2 and 3, it is clear that it is none
other than the promised Messiah—the Lord Jesus Christ!
Now we can certainly make a case that Verses 2 and 3
were fulfilled at the first coming of Christ, but what about
Verses 4-9? Did Jesus strike the earth with judgment and
slay the wicked? (Verse 4) Has the environment de-
scribed in Verses 5-9 ever existed? The answer to both of
these questions is no because Christ is not presently rul-
ing upon this earth, but He is going to. And when He
does, there will be justice of a kind we do not presently
have, and there will be environmental changes of a kind
that are not possible for man to bring about.

Some spiritualize this as what it will be like in heaven, but
does that seem to be the thrust of the passage to you? In
fact, could this passage really be fulfilled apart from Christ
exercising dominion here on this earth? How about the
rest of the passage, unless the scattered people of Israel
actually return to Israel at some future date, this prophecy
will be unfulfilled. God has shown He is capable of doing
what He says he will, and we should have every confi-
dence in the truthfulness of God’s Word and the certainty
that the reality of Isaiah 11 will be fulfilled.

Jesus will reign, Israel will be regathered, and the grace
and mercy of our God will be on full display! Who is like
unto our God?
For the LORD is good and His Love endures forever;
His faithfulness contlinues through all generations.
Psalm 100:5



Isaiah Lessons

Friday, March 10: Read Isaiah 12

In Chapters 9 and 10, God foretold His use of Assyria to
discipline the northern and southern kingdoms. In Chapter
13 and following, the emphasis changes to Babylon and
then other nations who, at one time or another, persecuted
the Jews. And right in the middle of this we have Chapter
12. This chapter is constructed around the phrase, “In that
day. ..” The immediate question is, “What day?”

Well there is no doubt that the Jews have thanked their
God many times for their deliverance, using words similar
to those found in Chapter 12. But given the prophetic na-
ture of Isaiah, | strongly suggest that this is meant to be
descriptive of the time when Jesus returns as the King of
kings and Lord of lords and rules over the entire earth with
His kingdom centered in Jerusalem. Just spend a few
moments thinking about how glorious it would be to have
Jesus Christ Himself rule over this earth in perfect justice!
Just so we don’t miss the application to the Church—the
words here are beautiful.

Surely God (the Lord Jesus Christ) is my salvation,;

[ Will trust and not be afraid. (Verse 2)

What a blessing in the day in which we live to not be
afraid! Furthermore, in Him we can draw from “the wells
of salvation” (Verse 3); for...
on the last and greatest day of the feast,
_Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “If anyone is
thirsty let him come to Me and drink. Whoever believes
in Me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water
will flow #rom within him.” John 7:37-38

The Lord has done “glorious things” through His Son, and
we are called to “let this be known to all the world.” (5) So
that “in that day” we would have the blessing of hearing:
“Well done My good and fatthful senant. . .”
Matthew 25:21



Isaiah Lessons

Monday, March 13: Read Isaiah 13
and 14:12-14

Much of Chapters 13-27 are prophecies describing the na-
tions surrounding Israel. Chapters 13 and 14 deal with
Babylon, and that will be the focus of our attention for the
next few days. Reference to Babylon must be under-
stood at a number of different levels. The first and the
easiest, is the nation of Babylon. Consider the first two
verses of the book of Daniel:

In the third year of the reign off Jehoiakim king of
_Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to
_Jerusalem and besieged it. And the Lord delivered

_Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some
of the articles from the temple of God.”

B

=




Isaiah Lessons
Monday, March 13: Read Isaiah 13

and 14:12-14 continued

Actually, Nebuchadnezzar overran the southern kingdom
on three occasions with the final result that Jerusalem was
destroyed, the temple burned, and much of the population
taken into exile. Now the Lord used Babylon to discipline
the nation of Israel for its sin, but Isaiah 13 also makes it
clear that Babylon itself is going to be judged for its sin—
this is clearly declared in Isaiah 13:19:

Babylon, the jewel of kingdoms, the glory of
the Babylonians’ pride, will be overthrown
by God like Sodom and Gomorrah.

The description of Babylon’s fall carries into Chapter 14.
However, in Isaiah 14:9, there is a quite distinct change in
the language. Then Isaiah 14:12-14 should really catch
our attention for several reasons. First, the individual in
view is said to be named the “morning star,” which also
happens to be the name Lucifer.

Second, this morning star is said to have decided to take
God's place and establish his own throne. The various
kings of Babylon were prideful men (Nebuchadnezzar had
to be humbled by God), but there is no record that any of
them decided to take the place of their gods. What | am
saying is these verses seem to have switched to language
that no longer fits any known king of Babylon. That’'s why
these few verses are often considered to be descriptive of
the fall of Satan.

I'll explain more tomorrow.



Isaiah Lessons
Tuesday, March 14: Read Isaiah 14
Verse 12 should really grab your attention:

How You are fallen from heaven,
O Lucifer, son of the morning!

CH

Y fa”ern. frmh }\eaven,

How art the

We were talking about the king of Babylon, where did the
name Lucifer come from? Verse 14 is almost as arresting:

For You have said in your heart:
[ Will ascend into heaven,

1 Will exalt my throne above the stars of God;
[ Will also sit on the mount of the congregation
on the farthest sides of the north,

1 WElL ascend above the heights of the clouds,

[ WElL be like the Most High.



Isaiah Lessons
Tuesday, March 14: Read Isaiah 14 continued

These are sometimes referred to as the five “I wills,” and
when taken collectively are a clear indication that the crea-
ture intends to supplant and take the place of the Creator.
But who, exactly, is speaking?

It is possible to take the word translated Lucifer literally
and translate it: shining one, light-bearer, or morning star.
But many Bible scholars treat it as the name it also is and
consider it to be descriptive of Satan’s rebellion against
God.

| think this is well worth considering; but in order to give
this any weight, we have to understand how we went from
talking about the King of Babylon to Satan himself. This is
a complex subject outside the scope of our devotional, but
in the short space available, we can still shed some light
on this topic:

« In 1l Corinthians 4:4, Satan is said to be the “god of this
age.”

e In 1 John 5:19, we are told “the whole world is under the
control of the evil one.”

Do you see the connection? Satan, as the ruler of this
world, is behind the world system that opposes God and
behind the kingdoms that attack His people. What Isaiah
has done, right in the middle of Chapter 14, is to switch
from Babylon’s earthly king to the fallen angel which
stands behind His kingdom. Furthermore, the plans of Sa-
tan to supplant God are clearly revealed.

The rest of the chapter tells you how well that works!



Isaiah Lessons
Wednesday, March 15: Read Luke 4

Luke Chapter 4 clearly reveals to us one specific example
of the temptations faced by Jesus during His time on this
earth. Verse 13 makes it clear that Satan would be back
to tempt again. As you can see, the kinds of temptation
faced by Jesus were far beyond the kinds of things we
face. As a follow-up to yesterday’s devotional, | particu-
larly wanted you to note the second temptation in the se-
ries in Verses 5 and 6:

The devil led Him up to a high place and showed Him
in an instant all the kingdoms of the world.

And he said to Him, 1 will give You all thelr authority
and splendor, for it has been given to me, and | can give
it to anyjone | want to. So if You worship me,
it will all be Yours.

Did you catch it? All earthly kingdoms and their authority
have apparently been given to Satan. Notice that Jesus
did not dispute this issue. When did this happen? | would
suggest it happened at the fall of man. In Genesis 1:28,
Adam and Eve were given dominion over the earth and
told to rule over it. Apparently, when they sinned by dis-
obeying God and listening to Satan, dominion over this
world defaulted to Satan. That is why, as we saw yester-
day, Satan is said to be the “god of this age.” Perhaps
now you see another aspect of the return of Christ. As the
Last Adam, He is going to re-establish dominion over this
earth on behalf of humanity as the greater Son of David
who will rule with an iron scepter.

Don't let this confuse you about God'’s sovereignty over all
things, including Satan’s machinations on earth. For God
limits the extent of what the evil one can do while history
plays out. At issue here is mankind retaking dominion of
this earth and it will be done by the representative man—
Jesus Christ. (Revelation 19-21)



Isaiah Lessons
Thursday, March 16: Read Ephesians 6

Ephesians 6:12-20 very nicely extends our discussion of
Satan’s rebellion and rulership of this fallen world. Here
are some things to note:

« This passage reminds us, as Christians, that despite the
horrific actions of a group like ISIS, in reality there are
“spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms” that are
behind the actions of every nation.

e This means we should not be surprised at attacks
against Christianity, and in particular against the spread-
ing of the Gospel and the making of disciples. This is
what the forces of evil do. And there are many people,
many of them well meaning, who have either been
duped by demonic influence or readily follow it to suit
their own agendas. This is the explanation behind the
sweeping moral changes that have occurred in our na-
tion in the past few years, changes which any thinking or
spiritually perceptive person couldn’t help but know are
going to be detrimental for society.

God has not left us to deal with this on our own! If we
have a need, then His grace has an answer. We don’t
have time to delve into detail, but He has provided us
armor suitable for the world in which we live: the Word
of God as the belt of truth, the imputed righteousness of
Christ as our breastplate, the Gospel of peace, the
shield of faith, the helmet of our salvation and the sword
of the Spirit. The Word of God is to be our only offen-
sive weapon.

One last thing to note. Paul says, “With this in mind, be
alert and always keep on praying. . .” (Verse 18); and
then he asks for prayer in boldly proclaiming the Gospel.
We need to realize, as Paul clearly did, that sharing the
Gospel is part of the spiritual battle and requires one to
put on the full armor of God!



Isaiah Lessons
Friday, March 17: Read Ezekiel 28

Before moving from the book of Isaiah and the topic of
Lucifer’s rebellion, there is one more thing | would like to
show you which has a very practical application for our
fellowship. Ezekiel 28 is similar to Isaiah 14 in a number
of ways. It starts out talking about the earthly king of Tyre.
Then in Verse 12, it moves to narrative which couldn’t
possibly be true of any earthly king. For is any man, “the
model of perfection?” Which king was “in Eden, the Gar-
den of God” and adorned with every precious stone? And
how could the king of Tyre be “anointed as a guardian
cherub?”

Once again, we have moved to a description of Lucifer as
he was created and now stands behind every earthly
king—both Babylon and Tyre.




Isaiah Lessons
Friday, March 17: Read Ezekiel 28 continued

In particular, | want to draw your attention to Verses 15-16:

You were blameless in your ways from the day you
were created till wickedness was found in you.
Through Your widespread trade you were filled
with violence, and you sinned. So | drove tou

in disgrace from the mount of God,
and | expelled you, O guardian cherub
from among the fiery stones.

Lucifer sinned, and was driven from his role as the guard-
ian of the throne room of God because of something said
to be “widespread trade” which led to “violence.” Wide-
spread trade is literally “that which passes through the
hands,” typically some kind of commodity. The word
translated violence can also mean just that which is
gained unjustly.

With great insight, Donald Barnhouse points to the original
sin of Lucifer as taking that which passed “through his
hands” as the guardian of the throne room of God, namely
the praises due God, and doing “violence” to them by di-
recting them to himself. Look at Verse 17,

Your heart was lLifted up because of your beautyy; you
corvupted your wisdom for the sakre of your splendor. . .

Here is the application. We gather each Sunday for a time
of what we call worship. Do you ever wonder why we al-
ways set aside a time of preparation, a time to make sure
we are in fellowship and our hearts are pure. That is sim-
ply because we want to take the focus off of ourselves,
and put it where it belongs. For God deserves the full
praise of every creature, and we dare give Him no less.



The Christian Life

Monday, March 20: Read | Thessalonians

From Isaiah we are returning to our study of the
Missions and Disciplines of the Christian Life.

Let me remind you that we have one singular mission—
to make disciples! That includes both the lost turning to
faith in Christ as well as assisting those saved to grow
in grace and knowledge. And then there are many
disciplines associated with the Christian life.

In the same way a soldier is not ready for his mission of
close combat unless he has mastered such disciplines
as marksmanship and carrying a heavy pack, neither is
the Christian ready to disciple without a daily time of
maturing his or her own faith through prayer, worship,
and a number of other disciplines. That's what the next
devotional lessons are about, a reminder of our mission

and a closer look at
- some of the disciplines
y that enable us to

C)O W ~ achieve our mission.
WITHOUT CEASING " Lets consider prayer

as another of the disci-

Greet Him plines of the Christian
Admire Him Life. | am sure you
Praise Him have heard a message
Ask Him for H@[p on | Thessalonians
Thank Him 5:17, “Pray without
ceasing. . .."

Ask Him for Forgiveness
Tell Him you love Him



The Christian Life

Monday, March 20: Read | Thessalonians

Continued

We sometimes try to obey this admonition as if it were a
stand-alone command. Consider this. If we were fully en-
gaged in the mission of making disciples, sharing Christ
with neighbors and grandchildren, and abiding in Christ on
a daily basis, praying without ceasing becomes the most
natural thing in the world to do.

Furthermore, your prayers aren’t so much going to be
about you, but about that lost neighbor, needy grandchild,
and a host of other mission-focused needs. Prayer isn’t
something that is meant to stand in isolation, it is part of
being in the battle to win souls and help them grow. | read
recently of a missionary agency that interviewed 50 candi-
dates for missionary work, three of them had regular
prayer and devotional times. Contrast that with what you
find in Scripture when Moses, Jacob, Daniel, and many
others wrestled with God in prayer, sometimes through the
night, because of God'’s call on their lives.

| am suggesting we are not really prepared for our mission
of reaching others unless we improve our facility with
prayer. M’Cheyne said it this way:

What a man is on his knees alone before God,
that he is, and no more.

So here is our simple approach: we are going to spend the
next few days looking at one of the model prayers that has
been preserved for us in Scripture. Our hope is to learn
both how to pray and to think about the content of our
prayers.



The Christian Life

Tuesday, March 21: Read John 13

In Il Thessalonians 1:3, Paul warms up to the subject of
prayer by saying,

We ought always to thank God for You, brothers,
and rightly so, because your faith is growing
more and more, and the love every one of you

has for each other is increasing.

We tend to give thanks for material well-being and com-
fort. Paul gives thanks for evidence of faith and brotherly
love. Now there is nothing wrong with giving thanks for
physical blessings. | am simply suggesting that we give
thanks for things we value, but, have we extended our
thinking to match Paul’s in that we value manifestations of
faith and love among God'’s people? As a simple point of
application, give thanks for simple indications of faith on
the part of others and ask for others to grow their faith
when you know they are facing difficult situations.

As for a love that is increasing among us, consider our fel-
lowship for a moment. We have people from all parts of
the country, all kinds of work backgrounds, and even
many different denominational backgrounds. This is not
usually a recipe for unity! How is it, then, that we can
have unity, fellowship, and shared ministry? In part, it is
because this is a natural outworking of being followers of
Jesus Christ.
A new command [ give You: Love one another.
AS 1 have loved you, so You must love one another.
By this all men will know that you are My disciples,
if you love one another. John 13:34-35

This is what makes it so wretched when there is dissen-
sion in a church, the process of discipleship is short-
circuited and witness to the Lord compromised. So here is
a second point of application, pray for God to increase our
love for one another within this fellowship. And give Him
thanks when it is manifest, for this is the stuff of revival!



The Christian Life

Wednesday, March 22: Read Il Thessalonians 1

We find our model prayer in Verses 11-12. Paul and his team
are praying for a small body of believers in Thessalonica:
With this in mind, we constantly pray for you,
that our God may count you worthy of His catling,
and that by His power He may fulfill every good pur-
pose of yours and every act prompted by your faith.
W pray this so that the name of our Lovd Jesus may be
glorified in you, and you in Him according to the grace
of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

What is it that Paul has in mind? It is what he has just
mentioned in the previous ten verses: the faith and love of
the Thessalonian believers, their steadfast perseverance
in the face of persecution, and their faith in the certain
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. So what is the sub-
stance of Paul’'s prayer, and | am suggesting it be a model
for us. He is praying for this body to be found worthy of
God's calling. What is God’s calling to the saved child of
God? There are many aspects to this calling, but let me
use Il Corinthians 5:15 as a very good summary:
“. . those who live (as the result of being born again) should
no Longer Live for thewmselves but for Him
(the Lord Jesus Christ) who died for them. . .”

So Paul is praying that this group of believers would be
found, by God, to be living for Christ. The word translated
“count worthy” has its origin in the market place. It means
to get an amount of commodity equal in value for the
money paid. It means when each of our lives is put on the
divine scales, it will balance out with God'’s call to live for
Him. Wow! Any kind of personal introspection would lead
any of us realize that at times we fail. What a challenge!
On the other hand, what a great prayer request for believ-
ing children, grandchildren, and our church fellowship—
that God would find them and us measuring up!



The Christian Life

Thursday, March 23: Read Ephesians 1

| hope you have been considering, since yesterday, the
challenge of living a life that God Himself will find to have
measured up. (Actually the idea in the text is to be of
equivalent weight. In our day, we might use the similar
idea of measuring up.)

Just a couple of very practical things for today:

o We need to be very clear on exactly who is the arbiter of
whether or not we have measured up. Who gets to de-
cide? All too often, | get the impression that we think
that we get to decide! The text in Il Thessalonians 1
sets us straight. It is God alone who is going to decide:

. that pur od may count Lou Worthg.

That being the case, this is its own matter for prayer
when spending time with the Lord. Ask Him if you are
living up to your calling in Christ. He will let you know.

« Now to our reading for today in Ephesians 1. Part of our
calling, who we are in Christ, can be found in Ephesians
1:4-f. These verses describe the identity of every child
of God, and include the fact that “in Christ”: we are holy
and blameless, adopted as sons, accepted in the Be-
loved, redeemed, forgiven of our sins, and any number
of other spiritual blessings that are ours in Christ. Here
is what might be considered one of the great paradoxes
of the Christian life: it is God’s intent that we mature into
what we already are in Christ.



The Christian Life

Thursday, March 23: Read Ephesians 1

Continued
Hebrews 10:14 says it this way:

BY one sacrifice, He has made
perfect forever,
those who are belng made holy.

Perfect, yet being made holy. If
we are believers in the Lord Je-
sus Christ, we are perfect and
yet we need, through the Word
of God and the Spirit of God, to
have our lives transformed so
we would become like Him.

Now you see a truly important
aspect of prayer. We are not to
pray that our problems would go away but, rather, we are
to pray for the grace to live consistently with our identity in
Christ. And when that is the case, we are living consis-
tently with our identity in Christ, our problems may actually
be part of God’s answer.

Who needs this kind of prayer? Each of us, our extended
families, and our church fellowship need this kind of
prayer. What a measure of God’s glory we would reflect
to our community should we manifest our true identity in
Christ!



The Christian Life

Friday, March 24: Read Ephesians 2

Do you see the truth that this Il Thessalonians 1:11-12
prayer is more packed then we thought? Not only have
we introduced prayer, to live “worthy” of our calling, but
now we move on to two related phrases: “every good pur-
pose” and “every act prompted by faith.” What are those
about? | can show the source of good purposes:

.. for Lt Ls God who works tn you both to will
anol to do for His good pleasure. Philippians 2:12-13

| can also show you the source of works that would be
prompted by faith: We are

...created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which cod prepared beforehand that we should
wall tn them. Ephesians 2:10

Do you see this? All too often we think that God saved us
and now it is up to us to live the Christian life as best we
can. On the contrary! If we are walking in the Spirit, then
God is going to be at work with respect to the purposes
that well up within. We are going to be prompted to exer-
cise faith in the carrying out of certain works, and all this
by the God who dwells within us as He manifests Himself
through us. Do we do this in our own strength? Absolutely
not. Look again at | Thessalonians 1:12. It is by His power!

This opens a mighty new prayer front for us. We would
put ourselves in a position (in fellowship with God, walking
in the Spirit, trusting in the truths of His Word) so that His
power would bring to fruition that which He has put in our
hearts and has led us to do. Do you see it? Purpose and
works brought to fruition. This is a mighty prayer to finish
what has been started. What a great focus for our fellow-
ship as we seek to finish well and bring glory to God.
God's glory will be the focus of our next devotional.



The Christian Life

Monday, March 27: Read Il Corinthians 3

As we move into Verse 12, Paul says “We pray this so
that. . .” The word translated “so that” is a conjunction that
indicates purpose. Paul is telling us the purpose or intent
behind his prayer. It is so that the name (think reputation)
of the Lord Jesus Christ would be glorified in the life of
each believer. To glorify means to elevate and then to
point to that which has been elevated.

Put the last few days together. When we appropriate the
power of God to live a life worthy of His calling, and when
we fulfill those purposes for which He has gifted and en-
abled, and when our faith leads us to complete acts far be-
yond our own abilities, then we are showing the world what
God can do through those who will trust and follow after
Him. And this brings glory to God! Let it never be said of
this church fellowship that we labor for our own glory, but
rather that we labor to give glory to our Lord and Savior.

This would have been a fine place to stop this prayer, but
there is one more extraordinary thing. It goes on to say,
.. . that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in
You, and you in Him. . .

How could this be? Did God not firmly say, “I will not
share My glory with another. . .” in Isaiah 42:8? He did, but
for those who are following after Him, living the “worthy”
life we talked about, then consider this:

.. .anod wheve the Spivit of the Lord is, there is freedom.
Awnd we, who with unveiled faces all veflect the Lorol’s
glory, are being transformed in His Likeness with
ever-inereasing glory, which comes from the Lord,
who is the Splrit. Il Corinthians 3:17-18

Do you see it? God will not share His glory with a com-
petitor, but will manifest it in the life of His followers! This
is how we are glorified—in Him!



The Christian Life

Tuesday, March 28: Read Job 31

For the past few days, | have been developing for you

| Thessalonians 1:11-12 in the hope that you might use it
as a model prayer. It has wide applicability, but I find it to
be particularly compelling in terms of family. Perhaps you
are wondering, how do | use this as a model? Let me give
you an example, using a hypothetical granddaughter
named Katie.

Heavenly Father, in light of Jesus’ soon return, | pray for
Katie’s walk of faith and perseverance through trial.
Specifically, | pray that her walk would measure up to
Your calling on her life. Teach her to trust You and walk
in the power of the Spirit that the works you have pre-
pared for her before the foundation of time would be ac-
complished to her blessing and Your glory. And Father,
as she walks with You, | trust you to transform her into
the woman You want her to be, a woman who brings
credit to Your name and reflects Your glory to all that
know her. As Paul prayed for those on his heart, | pray
for the one You have put on my heart, in Jesus name!

There is an infinite amount of variation from these verses,
but the point is simply to show you how using this as a
model can focus your prayer efforts for others.

Now, there is one more topic regarding prayer | would like
to have you consider in the next few days. There are
times when those going through a very difficult time will
say to me, “I have given up praying.” This happens when
the trials have been both prolonged and severe. Attimes
we all wonder if God is really listening and whether He can
really reach into our existence and act? (See Job 31:35-
36) In fact, we are potentially one crisis away from facing
this kind of challenge. So how do we prepare ourselves?
One answer is to ask and answer the question—"Prayer,
Why Bother?”



The Christian Life

Wednesday, March 29: Read Jeremiah 33

We raised the question yesterday: Prayer, Why Bother?
We aren’t going to be afraid of dealing with this question,
for Christianity is at its best when dealing with hard and
seemingly hopeless situations. If God could find a way to
save us, He is not going to have any difficulty dealing with
the hard questions we might bring to Him. Consider the
following as a partial answer to this question:

e Throughout Scripture, prayer is interwoven in the lives of
God's people. God expects us to call to Him, and He
promises to answer in a remarkable and profound way:

“Call to Me, and | Will answer You, and show Lou great and
mighty things, which ou do not know.” Jeremiah 33:3

e Crying out to God is not the problem. What | want to
encourage us to do is to make sure it is the cry of the
believer in distress, even the cry of a discouraged be-
liever, but not the turning away of the skeptic.

« But how do we avoid feeling as if God has forsaken us?
There is something that every child of God must know,
and must settle in His or her thinking.

God loves His own! Every child of God is accepted in the
Beloved, that is, accepted in Jesus Christ. (Ephesians 1:6)
We are grounded in the love of Christ. (Ephesians 3:17)
The love of God is wide enough to cover every circum-
stance we will ever face, long enough to cover every day
we will ever live, deep enough to cover every pit in which
we find ourselves, and high enough to keep us seated
with Christ in the heavenly realms. (Ephesians 3:18)

Best of all, once we come to realize this—we can count on
the fact that God never changes, there is no shadow of
turning in Him. (James 1:17) That means the love of God
for His children is the same yesterday, today, and tomor-
row. We'll continue answering this question tomorrow.



Christian Life
Thursday, March 30: Read Job 42

We’'ll continue where we left off yesterday, answering the
guestion: Prayer, Why Bother?

o Sometimes we feel like events are completely outside of

anyone’s control. Maybe it is fate or the cosmic jugger-
naut just grinding on. | know why we sometimes feel
like that, but how does that line up with the Word of
God:

This is the confidence we have in approaching God:
that if we ask anything according to His will,
He hears us. And if we know that He hears us--whatever
we ask--we kenow that we have what we asked
of Him. John 5:14-15

Obviously, we are not to conclude things are outside of
God's control. But, that immediately raises another
guestion, how do we know what is according to His
will? The easy answer to that is: anything that clearly
lines up with His Word is in His will. But how about
things that are not Biblically black and white, praying
for healing for a sick neighbor or that job for a family
member and a host of other items that we do not find
explicitly stated in the scriptures? My advice is to pray
for what the Lord seems to put on your heart and re-
member as one theologian put it, prayer doesn’t
change the plans and purposes of God but it does
move His hand. And what a privilege to be involved
with the plans and purposes of God.



Christian Life

Thursday, March 30: Read Job 42 continued

« One final thought—sometimes, we realize that we are in
the wrong for doubting God’s understanding of our situa-
tion and doubting His ability to act. Like Job, we have
gotten to the point of wondering if God is even listening
and, like Job after being questioned by God in Chapters
38-42, we suddenly realize we have sinned. We have
gotten it wrong. God loves us, has everything in hand,
and is acting in keeping with His purposes. What do we
do when we realize our error? Why we need to pray just
as Job did in Job 42:5-6:

My ears had heard of you but now myy eupes
have seen you. Therefore | despise myselt
and repent in dust and ashes.

We simply
address our
unbelief and
get back to
offering the

fervent prayer Vel

of a righteous e ]’ V e n
man that can

avail much! prayver of a m.hf.u:m man
(James 5:16) Cdn ac ._mr.{p.'. sh much.




In the Beginning

Friday, March 31: Read Genesis 27

For this last day of March and into April, we are going
to return to the book of Genesis and follow the
unfolding of the Abrahamic Covenant and the

eventual creation of a nation who is God’s very own

There is one item of background you need to know as you
try to come to grips with the narrative of Chapter 27. The
Lord told Rebekah,

“Two nations are in your womdb, and two peoples from
within you will be separated; one people will be stronger
than the other, and the older will serve the younger.”
Genesis 25:23




In the Beginning

Friday, March 31: Read Genesis 27 continued

This Word of prophecy from the Lord Himself predicted
that one nation would come from Esau and the other from
Jacob. Furthermore, Esau would serve Jacob. In other
words, the Abrahamic promise would come through the
line of Jacob and not that of Esau.

Consider once again our reading for today. What do you
think of the manipulative way that Rebekah dealt with her
husband, and Jacob’s willing participation in the decep-
tion? There is simply no way to justify their behavior is
there? Here is a principle for us to consider; under no cir-
cumstances do we ever have to plot and scheme in order
to come into the blessing that God has promised. Itis
given in grace and will come to us in His timing. Ours is
simply to learn to trust Him one day at a time. This is the
meaning of “resting” in the Lord.

Now, if you are like me, sometimes we just want to speed
things up a little. How well does that work out for Jacob
and Rebekah? Jacob is forced to flee for his life for a pe-
riod of many years. He is isolated from his family. He
makes a mortal enemy of his brother and his close rela-
tionship with his mother is broken. All of this to grasp
(that’s what the name Jacob means) something that God
had every intention of giving him anyway.

Proverbs 28:25 will be proved in our lives one way or the
other:

The greedy stiv up conflict but those who
trust in the LORD will prosper.
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He who abides in Me, and | in him, bears much fruit...John 15:5
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