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Foreword 
We’ll be spending our time this month in Ephesians, Acts, 
and Daniel and, of course, many associated readings.  If 
this devotional were purely a  
Bible reading plan, we would 
spend one day in each chapter, 
and move along.  However, it is 
really more of a refresher on 
some of the things we have 
covered in the past.  And, the 
amount of truth we extracted 
from just the first chapter of 
Ephesians means that we will 
spend any number of days 
there, making use of a great 
number of associated readings.  
In this way, I hope we can get some degree of depth and   
breadth to our study and see just how cohesive is the 
message of the Bible.  It is an integrated and coherent 
message from God to us!   

Enjoy the readings.  In His grace,  

 

 

Kevin Redig 

 

 

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the 
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition). 

 

 



A Study in Ephesians 
Friday, March 1: Read Colossians 2  

Let me draw your attention once again to Ephesians 1:3:  

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms 
with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 

Can you wrap your mind around it?  We have every spiri-
tual blessing in Christ!  Many think of this as Christian 
hyperbole, simply exaggeration for the purpose of getting 
a point across.  They have reduced this promise to mean 
that we have many things in Christ, good things in Christ, 
some things in Christ.  But, there is another way of look-
ing at this verse.  That is, when it says we have every 
spiritual blessing in Christ, we respond with, “Of course!”   

How could we possibly respond that way?  Two answers, 
and they are both in today’s reading.  First, Colossians 2:3 
tells us that in Christ, “are hidden all the treasures of wis-
dom and knowledge.”  Then, just a few verses later, it 
tells us that Christ is, “the head over every power and  
authority.” (Colossians 2:10)    

The first answer is that every blessing is His, and He is 
willing to share!  The second reason begins in Verse 9: 
. . .you (every believer) have been given fullness in Christ!  
Stating we have every spiritual blessing isn’t a mistake 
and it isn’t hyperbole.  We have every spiritual blessing 
because every blessing is in Christ and we are in Him!   

How could we not be blessed with all things if we are in-
deed this intimately related to Christ?  Perhaps we should 
spend more time thinking about what it means to be “in 
Christ.”   This is the reason we often say our lives should 
be Christ-centered, for what could possibly compare to 
what we have in Him?  



A Study in Ephesians 
Monday, March 4: Read II Corinthians 1  

I want to spend another day having you think about Ephe-
sians 1:3 because it is such a monumental verse: 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms 
with every spiritual blessing in Christ.   

How do you suppose 
we should respond to 
this amazing prom-
ise?  Based upon  
today’s reading, our 
response should be: 
“Amen!”  

For no matter 
how many prom-
ises God has 
made, they are 
“Yes” in Christ.  
And so through 
Him the “Amen” 
is spoken by us to 
the glory of God.  
II Corinthians 1:20   

God wants us to 
“Amen” the truth of 
Ephesians 1:3 be-
cause it is centered 
in the person of 
Christ.  To do that, we need to understand just what God 
has provided.   



A Study in Ephesians 
Monday, March 4: Read II Corinthians 1 

(Continued)  
Here are four additional points that may help:   

1. We are talking about spiritual, and not material, bless-
ings.  Some might prefer the material, but that is 
short-sighted.  As one example, consider the forgive-
ness of sins.  How priceless is that blessing!  Go ahead 
and try to assign a dollar value to having your sins  
forgiven by a holy and righteous God.   

2. The promise of Ephesians 1:3 is not made to the spiri-
tually elite or to a select few.  Rather, it is the heritage 
of every single child of God the moment after he or 
she has placed his or her faith in the person and work 
of Christ.    

3. One of the first mistakes we can make as new Chris-
tians is to be unaware or apathetic toward the spiritual 
blessings that are ours in Christ.  We need to grow 
into the truths of Ephesians 1 as soon after salvation 
as possible.   

4. I am not saying that all of the spiritual blessings that 
are ours in Christ are automatically fully developed in 
our lives.  We may need to grow into them, we may 
need to appropriate them by faith, and their full mani-
festation may require both obedience and time.  None-
theless, this is a clear statement of the intent of God 
towards those who have trusted in Christ.  There is not 
one thing lacking.   

Truly, Praise God from whom all blessings flow!  



A Study in Ephesians 
Tuesday, March 5: Read Ephesians 1:1-14  

I know that we already read this passage several days 
ago, but I want you to wrap your mind around the im-
mensity of what it is saying.  Verse 3 starts by telling us 
that we have every spiritual blessing in Christ.  What an 
amazing way to start a letter to a church.  Paul is not tell-
ing them spiritual blessings come in degrees, as we earn 
them, or as we achieve a certain level of devotion.  They 
are ours right from the get-go as Christians.  And, that 
isn’t because we deserve these blessings, it is because 
God has placed us positionally in His Son at the moment 
we placed our faith in Christ.   

The term position  refers to the union that has occurred 
between the Christian and the Savior.  You’ll see it in 
Ephesians Chapter 2, that we have been made alive with 
Christ, raised up with Christ, and seated with Him in the 
heavenly realms.  You’ll see it again in Colossians Chapter 
3, where we are told that our lives are: 

. . .now hidden with Christ in God.         Colossians 3:3 

We didn’t earn or deserve these things!  God’s plan of sal-
vation includes uniting us so intimately with His Son that 
we share in all that is His.  That’s why every spiritual 
blessing is ours from the very start of the Christian Life.  
This should really motivate us to grow into what is ours.   

Now, let me suggest that what follows the monumental 
statement of Verse 3 is a partial listing of some of the 
blessings that are ours.  Go ahead and read through the 
list again from Verse 4 down to Verse 14.  The first thing 
to note is that every one of these is a spiritual, and not a 
material, blessing in keeping with the promise in Verse 3.  
We won’t cover them all, but for the next few days we will 
touch on some of the highlights.   

 



A Study in Ephesians 
Wednesday, March 6: Read I Corinthians 1  

What is the first example of the many blessings that are 
ours in Christ?  In 
Ephesians 1:4 we 
read: 

For He chose 
us in Him be-
fore the crea-
tion of the 
world to be 
holy and 
blameless in 
His sight.   

Chosen in Him!  
The idea of elec-
tion is either scary 
or bothersome to 
many, but it shouldn’t be!  The elect are those who are 
set apart for a special purpose or function.  The elect are 
selected from a large pool of individuals, using a criteria 
established by the one in charge, and then set apart for 
something special.   

It is very easy to take this everyday understanding of the 
Greek word translated chosen and bring it into the spiri-
tual realm in perfect harmony with the Word of God.  The 
elect come out of the human race.  They come out solely 
by the criteria of the One in charge, which, of course, is 
God above.  By what criteria are we set apart unto Him?  
Over and over Scripture has made the one criterion plain: 

Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be 
saved. . .        Acts 16:31 

        
            Continued on the next page. 



A Study in Ephesians 
Wednesday, March 6: Read I Corinthians 1  

(Continued) 
It couldn’t be more straightforward: Faith in the person 
and work of Christ is what brings you out of the human 
race and into the category of the elect.  Truly this passage 
makes absolutely clear that part of the special purpose 
and function for which we have been brought out is to be 
holy and blameless in His sight!  

You might be tempted to respond, “But I don’t feel blame-
less!”  You’re not blameless in and of yourself, but you 
most certainly are blameless in Christ.  

It is because of Him that you are in Christ Jesus, 
who has become for us wisdom from God—that is 
our righteousness, holiness and redemption.  
                I Corinthians 1:30    

Are you beginning to become established in the wonder of 
our position in Christ?   Truly, Amazing Grace! 



A Study in Ephesians 
Thursday, March 7: Read I Peter 1  

Of course, you know that there is quite a bit of contro-
versy regarding the meaning of election, and many would 
not agree with yesterday’s simple understanding.  You 
may have been exposed to teaching that says that God, in 
His sovereignty, has in the past chosen some to be saved 
and some to be lost.  This, of course, has the corollary 
that those who believe do so because they were elect in 
the past, and those who were not elect have no chance of 
ever believing.  This very logically elevates God’s sover-
eignty, but what do the Scriptures say?    

To God’s elect. . .who have been chosen according 
to the foreknowledge of God the Father.   I Peter 1:1-2   

Instead of a reference to God’s sovereignty, the reference 
is to His foreknowledge.  Foreknowledge of what?  Fore-
knowledge of who will respond to the so-great salvation 
provided in Jesus Christ.  This harmonizes perfectly with 
yesterday’s discussion.  So, once again, the elect are 
those who believe in the person and work of Christ.  They 
are set apart for special purpose and function in God’s 
plan of redemption because they have believed.   

Perhaps you are thinking, “But where is the sovereignty of 
God in all of this?”  From His sovereignty, He has estab-
lished the way lost mankind can become part of the elect.  
There is just one way.  No other ways will be accepted, 
because God has sovereignly decreed it to be so.  Further-
more, He is apparently comfortable enough with His own 
sovereignty that He has allowed the work of His hands to 
choose for, or against, the salvation He has provided.  
That is the clear and repeated message of Scripture.    

There are certainly other theologies out there.  They just 
aren’t grounded in the Word of God.  
 



A Study in Ephesians 
Friday, March 8: Read Ezekiel 18  

As a preacher of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
issue of exactly who can get saved is very important to 
me—and it should be to you too!  Can that grandchild, 
childhood friend, or neighbor really get saved?  Is it really 
possible for them to place their faith in the person and 
work of Christ?  Note, I am not asking can we know who 
will get saved; but rather, has God allowed each member 
of the human race the opportunity to be saved?   

Of course, God knows who will and who won’t believe.  
But at issue is whether or not He has decided ahead of 
time who will believe and who will not, as much of re-
formed theology teaches.  I want to know whether every-
one with whom I am bold enough to share the truth can 
actually get saved or am I just going through the motions 
in the majority of cases?   

 



A Study in Ephesians 
Friday, March 8: Read Ezekiel 18  

(Continued)  
The difference of opinion on this matter hinges upon the 
sovereignty of God.  Basically, there are those who say 
that God must choose everything that happens, and they 
say this in order to protect His sovereignty.  The logical 
ramifications of this logic are not pretty.  For under that 
definition of sovereignty, God has now chosen the fall of 
man and the fall of Satan.  

Rather than go there, let’s turn to the truth.  The follow-
ing are two passages of Scripture for you to consider that  
marvelously clear up the whole matter:   

“Do I take any pleasure in the death of the wicked?”  
declares the Sovereign Lord.  “Rather, am I not 
pleased when they turn from their ways and live?” 
              Ezekiel 18:23 

The Lord is . . .not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance.    II Peter 3:9  

Do you see what God wants?  He wants lost people to get 
saved!  He sent His Son so that all could be reconciled to 
Him.  Now, we realize that not all are going to be saved, 
but all have the opportunity.  What is necessary for them 
to be saved “is finished.”    

Do you see how, once again, God is in perfect harmony 
with His sovereignty?  He has allowed mankind, the work 
of His hands, to choose for or against what He has done 
on their behalf?  God has not excluded anyone from His 
so-great salvation, but some will choose to ignore His call 
for them to believe. 

Praise God for the opportunity we have.  



Back to Acts 
Monday, March 11:  

Read Acts 14:26-15:5 
The Bible is often a study in contrasts.  For example, for 
13 straight chapters in the Book of Acts we have read 
about how the early church has grown.  We have seen 
who can be saved: Jews, Samaritans, men and women, 
sorcerers, Romans, and Gentiles of all kinds.  We have 
seen how they got saved by turning from many things and 
turning in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ.  For there are so 
many things you can turn from, but there is only one thing 
you can turn to and be saved—the Lord Jesus Christ!   

We have also noted that every time we have seen lost  
individuals come into the Kingdom of the Son, we have 
seen the grace of God.  Chapter 14 closes with a report of 
all that God has been doing, as Paul and Barnabas report 
back to the sending church in Antioch the results of their 
first missionary journey.   

 



Back to Acts 
Monday, March 11:  

Read Acts 14:26-15:5 (Continued) 
Now for the contrast, in Acts 15:1 we read,  

Some men came down from Judea to Antioch and 
were teaching the brothers:  “Unless you are  
circumcised. . .you cannot be saved.”  

We don’t know exactly who these men are, perhaps some 
were the Judaizers 
who dogged Paul’s 
heels wherever he 
went.  But the prob-
lem becomes clearer 
in Verse 5:  

Then some of the 
believers who be-
longed to the party 
of the Pharisees 
stood up and said, 
“The Gentiles must 
be circumcised and 
required to obey 
the law of Moses.”    

Do you see the contrast?  Thirteen chapters of “by grace 
you are saved,” and now there are those adding to faith 
the works of the Law.    

And, it is clear that the voices teaching this error are not 
just outside the church.  These false teachings are coming 
from believers inside the church as well.  Are you sur-
prised that Paul argued against such falsehood, or that 
the church in Antioch sent a delegation to Jerusalem to 
get to the bottom of this?  We’ll see how it unfolds.   

  



Back to Acts 
Tuesday, March 12: Read Acts 15:6-41  

What we have here in the early church is a crisis of grace!  
In reality, the church has faced this crisis many times dur-
ing the course of its 2000 year history—often failing!  But 
how did the church do with this first crisis—this first chal-
lenge to salvation by faith alone in Christ alone?  First,  
Peter gets up and reports:  

“Brothers, you know that some time ago God  
made a choice among you that the Gentiles might 
hear from my lips the message of the gospel and 
believe.”        Acts 15:7   

Peter is referring to the conversion of Cornelius and his 
household.  Note that conversion came down to hearing 
the message and believing.  Peter goes on to make clear 
that these Gentiles received the very same outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit as had the apostles as a result of believing 
the message.  Next up, Paul and Barnabas report how the 
Lord has been working among the Gentiles; and, of 
course, we know that Paul has been preaching: 

. . .believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be 
saved.         Acts 16:31   

This first Jerusalem council is presided over by James, the 
Lord’s half-brother, and he recognizes that God has al-
ways been interested in the Gentiles.  Thus he backs off 
of the requirement to follow the Law.  The apostles and 
elders confirm this conclusion and authorize a letter to be 
written to the church in Antioch labeling the Judaizers as 
an unauthorized disturbance.  So far so good.  The first 
crisis of grace has been resolved, coming down squarely 
on the side of grace.  But there seem to be some odd  
requirements for the church in Antioch.  What’s that all 
about?  Stay tuned!  



Back to Acts 
Wednesday, March 13: Read Romans 14 

Here is the way the letter from the Church in Jerusalem to 
the Gentile believers in Antioch concluded: 

You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, 
from blood, from the meat of strangled animals and 
from sexual immorality.  You will do well to avoid 
these things.  Farewell.     Acts 15:29  

We rejoiced that the Jerusalem Council upheld Gentile  
salvation by faith alone, but isn’t this allowing the Law in 
the back door?  Let me suggest an explanation, and a 
principle we should emulate.  As we read in Acts 15:21:  

For Moses has been preached in every city from  
the earliest times and is read in the synagogues on 
every Sabbath.    

The Jewish leadership of the Church in Jerusalem is  
worried about their countrymen spread throughout the 
Roman Empire.  They don’t want them to be alienated be-
fore they have a chance to respond to the Gospel.  For, as 
we have seen as the Gospel spread, it typically was taken 
to the Jews in each city first.  The Council was worried 
that, if behaviors repulsive to a Jew came with it, they 
wouldn’t listen.  The issue of food keeps coming up—in 
Romans 14 it is between Gentile groups.  And Paul said:   

Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one  
another.  Instead, make up your mind not to put 
any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother’s 
way. . . Do not by your eating destroy your brother 
for whom Christ died.    Romans 14:13-15   

James was trying to balance the purity of the Gospel 
against his desire for the Jewish people to be saved.  We 
do well to watch our own lives, lest by our behavior we 
put a stumbling block in front of others that might keep 
them from coming to Christ.    



Back to Acts 
Thursday, March 14: Read Acts 16:1-5 

We are going to put to the test what we learned yester-
day.  As this chapter opens, Paul and Silas have just  
begun Paul’s second missionary journey when they come 
across a believer in Lystra named Timothy.  Paul decides 
to take him on their journey, and requires him to be  
circumcised in order to do so.  Again, we can wonder 
what the great champion of grace is doing.  If what we 
learned yesterday is true, then he is being very careful to 
not put a stumbling block in front of those to whom they 
hope to minister.  This appears to be a consistent pattern 
in Scripture.  We can see this right in Acts 16:3: 

 . . .so he circumcised him (Timothy) because of the 
Jews who lived in that area, for they all knew that 
his father was a Greek.”   

Timothy was well known in the area.  If he came bearing 
a Gospel out of pagan Greek culture, it would have been 
rejected outright by the Jews.  Instead, Christianity can 
now be seen as springing out of Judaism by preaching the 
coming of the promised Messiah who died for their sins 
and was raised again.   

There are two Scriptures we can compare to make sure 
we understand that Paul has not deviated in his theology.  
First, here is his description of Timothy’s salvation: 

 . . .and that from childhood you have known the 
Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise 
for salvation through faith which is in Jesus Christ.  
         II Timothy 3:15  

And then Paul describes his own approach to ministry in  
I Corinthians 9:22:   

I have become all things to all men so that by all 
possible means I might save some.   

  



Back to Acts 
Thursday, March 14: Read Acts 16:1-5 

(Continued) 
Hudson Taylor, the famed missionary to China, has writ-
ten about the greatly increased impact of his preaching of 
the Gospel after he adopted the Chinese hair and clothing 
styles, as shown in the picture below.   

Do you see the principle?  Wouldn’t you agree it is the 
least we can do?   

Here is perhaps a more practical way to state the same 
thing: Don’t give your lost grandchild the Gospel mixed 
with the things you most wish he or she would change.   
It is not the Gospel plus behavior modification that saves!  
It is faith in the person and work of Christ that saves.  
And, most everything else you have in mind will follow 
from a regenerated life growing in the grace and 
knowledge of his or her Savior.   



Back to Acts 
Friday, March 15: Read Acts 4 

Why is the issue of adding circumcision a big deal, and 
what could that have to do with us?  To answer the last 
question: Man seems to add to the Gospel, or take away 
from it, almost as naturally as he breathes.  Often, some-
thing important to the individual sharing the Gospel gets 
added or something offensive eliminated.  Here are a few 
things to consider on why that is a problem:  
 It is the Gospel, and only the Gospel that has the 

power to save as we see in Romans 1:16:  
For I am not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the 
power of God unto salvation for all who believe.  

 It is best to stay away from things that are marginal or 
potentially distracting as Paul states in I Corinthians 2:2:  
For I resolved to know nothing while I was with 
you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.     

 To have any chance of impacting the lives of our fami-
lies, neighbors, and acquaintances, we must be sure to 
communicate the Gospel and as little else as possible.   

 People add many things to the Gospel: believe and be 
baptized, believe and pray this prayer, believe and sur-
render, believe and ask Jesus into your heart, believe 
and join a church.  We have learned that you can be-
lieve in a crowd and get saved, you can believe in a 
chariot and get saved, you can believe out of sorcery 
and get saved!  Do you see the common thread?  Faith 
in the person and work of Jesus Christ is what saves.  
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given to men by which 
we must be saved.       Acts 4:12   

So, we must keep the Gospel pure enough, that whoever 
hears it from our lips can be saved!   



Lessons from Daniel 
Monday, March 18:  

Read Daniel 2:31-44 and 7:1-8 
The book of Daniel answers the question: “Who’s in 
Charge?”  The first six chapters show the ease with which 
God exercises His sovereignty over specific men and spe-
cific kingdoms of men.  As we move into the next six 
chapters, we are going to be answering the same ques-
tion but on a much larger scale.  For we are going to see 
that God is sovereign over all the kingdoms of man as well 
as the unfolding of human history.  Although there is 
much that is hard to understand, every Christian should 
be encouraged by the answer to the question, “Who’s in 
Charge?”  For the an-
swer is, “Our God 
reigns!” 

For today, I want us to 
consider the compari-
son between Nebu-
chadnezzar’s dream in 
Daniel 2, and Daniel’s 
dream in Chapter 7.  
Let me suggest these 
two dreams are talking 
about the same four 
kingdoms that are 
listed on the diagram 
at right.  At the point 
of Chapter 7, two of 
the kingdoms have al-
ready come—Babylon and the Medo-Persian empire.  Yet 
two of the kingdoms depicted in these dreams are yet in 
the future.     
            Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Daniel 
Monday, March 18:  

Read Daniel 2:31-44 and 7:1-8 (Continued) 
In Daniel 2, there is no question but that Nebuchadnezzar 
was the head of gold.  Jeremiah helps us to see that he 
also corresponds to the lion:  

Israel is a scattered flock that lions have chased 
away.  The first to devour him was the king of  
Assyria; the last to crush his bones was Nebuchad-
nezzar king of Babylon.         
  Jeremiah 50:17  

Then in sequence these were 
the kingdoms depicted: 

1. The bear raised up on one 
side. Persia took ascendency 
over the Medes.   

2. The leopard with four wings 
and heads appeared.  In 
eight short years Alexander 
the Great covered 11,000 
miles of territory and his four 
chief generals divided his 
kingdom.   

3. Then came the fourth beast.  Without parallel in the 
animal world, this beast corresponds to Rome that was 
unparalleled in both the extent and duration of its rule.   

We have more work to do regarding that fourth beast, but 
for now, why the change between Chapters 2 and 7.  Let 
me suggest that Chapter 2 is from the perspective of the 
glory of man, while Chapter 7 brings out the cruel reality 
of man’s rule over man.  More to come!   



Lessons from Daniel 
Tuesday, March 19: Read Daniel 7:16-28 

Since the first three beasts (kingdoms) of Daniel 2 and 7 
have come and gone, we will focus our attention on the 
fourth beast. The fourth kingdom is depicted as a beast: 

. . .terrifying and frightening and very powerful. 
       Daniel 7:7 

. . .different from the other kingdoms and will  
devour the whole earth. . .              Daniel 7:23   

Thus far, it is very likely we are talking about the Roman 
Empire, but then something new is mentioned in Verses 
7-8 and interpreted for us in Verse 24: 

The ten horns are ten kings who will come from this 
kingdom.   

If the fourth beast is in-
deed the Roman Empire, 
then these ten kingdoms 
are a prophecy of king-
doms yet to come—for 
historically there have 
never been ten kingdoms 
to have come out of the 
Roman Empire.  

At this point, let me in-
troduce you to another 
yet future figure, the lit-
tle horn of Verse 8, the one who spoke boastfully!  This 
horn is little in the sense of origin, a king who came out of 
nowhere.   

Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Daniel 
Tuesday, March 19: Read Daniel 7:16-28 

(Continued) 
We then see this little horn again as the one who will,  
according to Daniel 7:25: 

. . .speak against the Most High and oppress His 
saints and try to change the set times and laws.    

This little horn is a good fit for the New Testament  
character known as the Antichrist.  And it should give us 
pause to realize that the: 

. . .saints will be handed over to him for a time, 
times, and half a time.        Daniel 7:25   

Again, this is likely prophetic and speaks of a future time 
when the saints—in particular Jewish believers of the 
Tribulation time period—are going to come under tremen-
dous pressure from the Antichrist for a period of three and 
a half years.   

Is it any wonder that Daniel, “was deeply troubled” by his 
thoughts and “turned pale” ?  We’ll see if we can add 
some New Testament perspective tomorrow.    

 



Lessons from Daniel 
Wednesday, March 20:  

Read II Thessalonians 2  
We are looking at prophetic events that are going to be 
hard to adequately address in a daily devotional, but there 
are at least a few more things we can bring to light begin-
ning with today’s reading in II Thessalonians 2:8: 

And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom 
the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of His 
mouth and destroy by the splendor of His coming.  

Let me suggest that this lawless one who is coming is 
none other than the Antichrist and the little horn of Daniel 
7.  This connection is made further in Verses 9 and 10: 

The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance 
with the work of  Satan displayed in all kinds of 
counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, and in every 
sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing.  

With this kind of agenda, he is most certainly going to 
persecute the saints as made clear in yesterday’s reading.  
We see this same individual in Revelation 13: First via a 
reference to ten crowns (kingdoms) in Revelation 13:1-2; 
second by his duration in Revelation 13:5:  

The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words 
and blasphemies and to exercise his authority for 
forty-two months.  

Finally, we see his attitude towards God’s people: 
He was given power to make war against the saints 
and to conquer them.        Revelation 13:7  

These New Testament passages predict a time of tribula-
tion for those on earth during the time of the Antichrist.  
Thankfully both Daniel 2 and Revelation 19 teach us that 
the Lord Jesus Christ is coming, and He will set wrongs to 
right and establish His kingdom.  Maranatha Lord Jesus!   



Lessons from Daniel 
Thursday, March 21: Read Daniel 7:9-15  

We have jumped around in this chapter a little bit and 
read smaller portions of Scripture.  As you can see, the 
second half of Daniel is more complex.  Despite that, 
there is no way we were going to skip over these seven 
verses.  The Ancient of Days is the focal point in Verses 9-
10, with ten thousand times ten thousand before Him.  
This could only be God Himself!  But then the most aston-
ishing thing happens in Verses 13 and 14: 

I looked, and there before me was One like a Son  
of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven.  He  
approached the Ancient of Days and was led into 
His presence.  He was given authority, glory and 
sovereign power; all peoples. . .worshiped Him.   
His dominion is an everlasting dominion. . . His 
kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.  

 



Lessons from Daniel 
Thursday, March 21: Read Daniel 7:9-15  

(Continued) 
Consider these observations on what we have read:  

 This “One like the Son of Man” came directly into the 
presence of God.  

 He was given authority, glory, and sovereign power of 
all peoples.   

 He was worshipped.   

 He has a kingdom that will never end.   

These are things that are explicitly God’s and His alone.  
This Son of Man also has to be God Himself.  Right here 
we have a prophecy regarding two persons of the Trinity:  
the Father and the Son, the Ancient of Days and the Son 
of Man.  Did you know this was here?  Daniel was given 
an astonishing prophetic glimpse to preserve in Scripture.   

Now let me ask you these questions:   

 Given the fact that this One like a Son of Man was 
prophesied to be cut off at the very time Christ lived, 
how could the Jews possibly have missed Him?   

 Worse yet, how could they have crucified Him for 
claiming to be God?    

 Given the fact this same Son of Man was raised from 
the dead to authenticate His claims, to show the  
Father’s approval, and to demonstrate the reality of a 
future resurrection for all, how can the human race at 
large have missed Him?   

Apparently, unbelief is a very hard obstacle to overcome! 



Lessons from Daniel 
Friday, March 22: Read Matthew 24:1-31 

Would you be the least bit surprised to find out that for 
centuries, ancient Jewish scholars believed the Daniel 7 
Son of Man to be the Messiah?  Of course with New Tes-
tament hindsight, we know that He is!  In fact, we should 
ask, “Who else could He be?”  Let me remind you now of 
the short phrase from Daniel 7:13: 

I looked and there before me was One like a Son of 
Man, coming with the clouds of heaven.  

Now I want you to put yourself in the shoes of someone 
who knows the Old Testament and consider this verse: 

At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear 
in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will 
mourn.  They will see the Son of Man coming with 
great power and great glory.       Matthew 24:30  

Would you know what He was talking about?  Wouldn’t 
you immediately see the reference to Daniel 7?  When the 
high priest, in violation of the established legal process, 
questions Jesus directly in Matthew 26:63, he asks: 

Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.  

Jesus replied in Matthew 26:64: 
“But I say to all of you: In the future you will see 
the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the 
Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”     

Does not this bring directly to mind the Ancient of Days 
and the Son of Man of Daniel 7?  I believe it did for the 
high priest as well, for he tore his robes and called, “He 
has spoken Blasphemy!”  Do you see how clearly Christ 
communicated to the people of Israel who He was?  The 
only thing as clear as the claims of Christ is the Father 
raising Him from the dead to authenticate the truthfulness 
of everything the Son had said!   



Lessons from Daniel 
Monday, March 25: Read Revelation 19  

The first part of Chapter 19 could just as easily have been 
from Daniel 7 and its picture of worship before the An-
cient of Days.  Then, in Verse 7, we have a new character 
introduced—the Lamb.  By Verse 10, the Lamb is clearly 
identified as Jesus.  Could we again be talking about the 
Son of Man of Daniel 7 and Matthew 24?  Consider Verses 
11 and 16:  

I saw heaven 
standing open and 
there before me 
was a white horse 
whose rider is 
called Faithful and 
True. . .On His 
robe and on His 
thigh He has this 
name written  
King of kings and 
Lord of lords. . . 

This Lord of lords is 
going to return to 
earth and, as the rest 
of the Revelation un-
folds, establish an 
earthly kingdom that 
is going to last for 
1000 years.   

Now, let me ask a simple question: How does the Lord 
Jesus Christ leave heaven on a white horse and end up on 
the earth?  Could it be that He would be seen as “coming 
with the clouds of heaven”? (Daniel 7:13)    
           Continued on the next page. 



Lessons from Daniel 
Monday, March 25: Read Revelation 19 

(Continued)  
Further, consider the possibility that those left on earth: 

. . .will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of 
the sky, with power and great glory.    Matthew 24:30   

If so, we have just tied together Daniel 7 and Matthew 24 
with the close of the Tribulation in Revelation 19.  And, 
what happens after the Lord Jesus returns to this earth?   

Then I saw the kings of the earth gathered together 
to make war against the rider on the horse and His 
army. . .the beast was captured, and with him the 
false prophet. . . The two were thrown alive into the 
fiery lake of burning sulfur.  The rest of them were 
killed with the sword that came out of the mouth of 
the rider on the horse. . .        Revelation 19:19-20    

We have known for a very long time of the coming of the 
Son of Man in power and great glory.  I trust we will be 
prepared for that day as those coming in His train, for 
woe to those gathered against Him!  



Return to Ephesians 
Tuesday, March 26: Read Romans 8:15-39  

We left off in our study of Ephesians by trying to under-
stand the truths in Ephesians 1:3: 

 . . .every spiritual blessing that is ours in Christ. . .  

Some examples of those blessing are contained in Ephe-
sians 1:4-14, and the next two in order are our adoption 
as sons and our acceptance in the Beloved.  You see: 

. . .to those who believe in His name, He gave the 
right to become children of God. . .               John 1:12   

Today’s reading is equally clear in Romans 8:15: 
For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a 
slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of 
sonship.  And by Him we cry, “Abba, Father.”    

When God blesses you, you are good and truly blessed!  
You are not second class sons, but “co-heirs with Christ”   
(Romans 8:17) and called a brother (or sister): 

For those God foreknew He also predestined to be 
conformed to the likeness of His Son, that He might 
be the first-born among many brothers. Romans 8:29   

What did we do to earn or merit all of this?  Nothing!  This 
is part of the so-great salvation that is ours in Christ.  
Now, there are going to be days when we are wondering 
how we could possibly be a co-heir with Christ.  We can 
be discouraged because we know we fall so short. But our 
sonship is not based upon our performance, for we are 
“accepted in the Beloved.”  Our acceptance is based upon 
the Father’s acceptance of His Son in whom our life is hid-
den! (Colossians 3:3)  It is this kind of acceptance that is 
to the praise of His glorious grace. (Ephesians 1:6)  You 
and I need to accept and revel in the truth that we are to 
praise of His grace—on our good days and on our bad 
days—because we are eternally accepted in the Beloved.   
 



Return to Ephesians 
Wednesday, March 27: Read I Peter 1 

Here is another item that is in accordance with the riches 
of His grace: 

. . .redemption through His blood, the forgiveness  
of sins . . .          Ephesians 1:7   

Redemption was a big deal in the ancient world.  You see, 
you could end up in the slave market in all kinds of ways: 
capture by a marauding band, debt, or being on the losing 
side in a war.  Redemption means to buy out of the slave 
market and set free.  If you were taken captive in a raid, 
you could hope family members had the means to buy 
your freedom.  But in many cases there was no hope.  

Now Ephesians is not talking about redemption in the 
physical sense, but in the spiritual sense.  And the captiv-
ity situation is much worse.  For it is not just a few who 
are taken captive.  Rather, every member of the human 
race is born dead in trespasses and sin (Ephesians 2:1), 
and condemned in Adam (Romans 5:19).  Furthermore, this 
means we are in Satan’s dominion (Colossians 1:13), a 
place from which no family member can ever redeem us.   

  



Return to Ephesians 
Wednesday, March 27: Read I Peter 1 

(Continued) 
From the human perspective, this is a completely hopeless 
situation.  But, as Paul told the Philippian jailor, if you will 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ you will be saved.  And, 
part of that salvation is redemption from our hopeless 
condition in the slave market of sin.  

For you know that it was not with perishable things 
such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from 
the empty way of life handed down to you by your 
forefathers. . .          I Peter 1:18  

For the perishable things of this world can never redeem 
us spiritually.  The only possibility for our spiritual  
redemption is: 

. . .the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without 
blemish or defect.           I Peter 1:19   

The blood of Christ is a reference to His work on the 
cross, where He took our sin upon Himself and received 
the judgment 
from God that 
was our due.  
He paid the re-
demption price, 
and not only 
redeemed us 
from the slave 
market of sin, 
but provided 
forgiveness for 
our sin!  Halle-
lujah, what a 
Savior! 



Return to Ephesians 
Thursday, March 28: Read Titus 2  

In our effort to understand what we have read in Ephe-
sians 1, today we turn to Titus Chapter 2.  In particular, I 
want to draw your attention to Verse 11:  

For the grace of God that brings salvation has  
appeared to all men.  

Of course this passage is talking about the Lord Jesus 
Christ, but our study in Ephesians makes it clear that it 
also applies to the salvation that can be had in Him. 



Return to Ephesians 
Thursday, March 28: Read Titus 2 

(Continued) 
For, after listing a series of our spiritual blessings in Ephe-
sians 1:3-7, there is a pause in Verses 7 and 8 in which it 
says that the blessings that are ours in Christ are: 

. . .in accordance with the riches of God’s grace  
that He lavished on us with all wisdom and under-
standing.  

Put these two passages together and marvel.  It is the 
grace of God that brings salvation.  The grace of God is a 
source of great riches and, in the plan of God, He has lav-
ished those riches upon every child of God.  He is not a 
parsimonious God—doling out a little blessing here and a 
little there—He has lavished His grace upon us.  Let’s con-
sider a few pointers on the grace of God:   

 Grace is a summary term for the means by which God 
deals with man.  It emphasizes the loving and merciful 
nature of our Creator God, and not what we earn or 
merit.  

 One way of defining grace, that comes from a review 
of Biblical usage, is as follows: Grace is God’s abun-
dant answer to man’s ever-changing need.   

 This means, if we have a spiritual need, then God has 
an answer—an abundant answer. 

 God’s grace has a certain glory associated with it that 
should lead to praise:  

. . .to the praise of His glorious grace which He has 
freely given us in the One He loves .      Ephesians 1:6   

Here is a wake-up prayer for you to consider: “Thank you 
Lord for Your grace to me today—your glorious grace— 
rather than giving me what I deserve.”  

  



Return to Ephesians 
Friday, March 29: Read II Timothy 1 

As we saw yesterday, whatever exactly grace is, it is a 
very precious commodity and something to be greatly  
valued.  How can it be otherwise when it has the glory of 
God associated with it, and is part of the riches of every 
born-again child of God?   

You will be shocked to learn that there are many who are 
opposed to grace, angry about grace, or think too much 
emphasis is placed upon it.  Their reasons include feeling 
that emphasis on grace promotes a lack of holding people 
accountable, that grace is too easy, and that an emphasis 
on grace promotes a lazy Christian life.  One thing is for 
sure, after reading just the first half of Chapter 1 of Ephe-
sians, because God puts so much emphasis on His grace, 
I don’t think we could overdo our emphasis on it!   



Return to Ephesians 
Friday, March 29: Read II Timothy 1 

As for the other concerns about communicating the truth 
of God’s grace, consider a portion of today’s reading:  

 . . .God, who has saved us and called us to a holy 
life—not because of anything we have done but  
because of His own purpose and grace.  This grace 
was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of 
time, but it has now been revealed though the  
appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has  
destroyed death and brought life and immortality  
to light through the Gospel.   II Timothy 1:9-10   

Note that within the purposes and grace of God are both 
our salvation and a call to a holy life.  Grace doesn’t 
lessen God’s call on our lives, it just provides the means to 
achieve it!  Furthermore, grace is not a new concept, but 
one that has been part of the plans and purposes of God 
from the beginning of time.  If I ever wonder if I value the 
grace of God too highly, this passage pretty much settles 
it for me.  For to restrict the emphasis on the grace of 
God is to diminish our salvation and God’s call to holiness.  
It is to make less of our position in Christ.  It is to forget 
that death has been conquered through Christ that we 
might have eternal life with Him.  No, thank you!  You just 
can’t emphasize grace too much! 
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